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ABSTRACT

Alienation is an unavoidable aspect of modern Mevertheless, it is as old as
human beings. The analysis of the interaction betwthe two sides (the oppressors and
the oppressed) sheds lights on the emergencecofdibbn and the ways it exists.
Postcolonial authors try to explain this relatiapghrough novels and short stories. A
daughter of an immigrant couple, Jhumpa Lahirine of these postcolonial writefBhe
Namesakeher first novel, skillfully reflects the situatioof the diaspora and the feeling of
alienation through its Bengali immigrant couple &nmeir son, Gogol. Lahiri carries out
certain types of alienation through her charactéesadventures: Gogol's alienation as
becoming Nikhil and then embracing his Bengali tdgrexemplify both Fichte’s triad and
Hegel's dialectical process. Characters frbime Namesakexperience alienation as
powerlessness, meaninglessness, normlessnestpisalad self-estrangement. Moreover,
there is a slight hint of Feuerbach’s alienatiotthi@ novel. It is also possible to find
examples of existential alienation. The main irgedd this thesis is to examine the theme
of alienation and how it manifests itself in Jhuniyadiri’s The Namesakiey considering
Fichte, Hegel, Feuerbach, Marx, Kierkegaard, Nates Sartre, Albert Camus and M.

Seeman’s approaches to the term of alienationaright of postcolonialism.

Key Words: Jhumpa LahiriThe Namesakealienation, colonialism, postcolonialism.



OZET

Yabancilama modern hayatin kaginilamaz bir 6Z#dlir. Yine de o, insanguyla
yasittir. Ezen ve ezilen arasindaki etkil@in incelenmesi yabancgmanin dgusu ve
varligini devam ettirme yontemleringik tutar. Post-koloniyel yazarlar roman ve kisa
hikayeler aracifityla bu etkilgimi aciklamaya cagirlar. Gogmen bir ciftin kizi olan
Jhumpa Labhiri, bu tir post-koloniyel yazarlardandni. Onun ilk romani olai\days, kendi
Ulkesinden uzak yama durumunu ve yabangihaa duygusunu Bengalili ¢ift vegallari
Gogol aracilglyla etkili bir bicimde yansitmaktadir.Lahiri bagabancilama caitlerini
karakterlerinin ygam seriivenlerini kullanarak gerceftlemektedir: Gogol'un Nikhil
olarak yabancikgmasi ve daha sonra Bengali kultirinid kucaklamasn lréchte’nin
Uclemesini hem de Hegel'in diyalektik surecini éklemektedir.Adas’taki karakterler
yabancilamayi gugsiuzluk, anlamsizlik, normsuzluk ve 6z yabagma olarak ygarlar.
Bunlara ilaveten, Feuerbach’in yabangnasini belirten kicik bir ima da mevcuttur.
Varoluscu felsefenin yabancgma tanimina uygun ornekler de bulmak mumkuin. Bintez
temel amaci yabancgima temasini ve bu temanin Jhumpa LahiriAges adli romaninda
disavurumseklini sémurgecilik sonrasi donemgiginda Fichte, Hegel, Feuerbach, Marx,
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre, Albert Camus vé&Sbeman’l dikkate alarak incelemektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Jhumpa Lahiti Aday,yabancilama, sémurgecilik, somurgecilik

sonrasil.
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INTRODUCTION

Human beings’ history comes into existence witthexi negative or positive
involvements. Each involvement either confirms astutbs the flow of the history.
However, it is an undeniable fact that the negainwlvements, i.e. whatever disturbs
human beings’ conformity accelerates the developraEhuman-beings in their race for a
wealthier, more comfortable and peaceful world. xifethese disturbing aspects is

alienation.

Alienation is an inseparable characteristic of harbaings. It is the reason and the ultimate
result of each step human beings take. It can ide ‘Séhe history of man could very well

be written as a history of the alienation of makdigler 43) Alienation is a process the
results of which are the reasons for a new stdignAtion is also a term on which there is
no consensus about either its definition or itsiltes Idealists and existentialists consider
the term of alienation as positive. Materialistgamel it as negative, however. Whatever
their approaches to the term of alienation arey Hre all aware of the vitality the term of

alienation accommodates.

Seizing the importance of the term, philosophermsdtito locate the starting point of
alienation. The dismissing of Eva and Adam from ®a&radise, Plato’s cave or the
emergence of the hegemony, whatever the precuvenit ef alienation is, it is the core of

the human beings’ intellectual inquiry.

There are several reasons for emergence of alenatit this thesis will bring the ones
related to colonialism and postcolonialism into floeefront. Thus, in order to clarify
postcolonial motives behind the term of alienatitime start and the process of both

colonialism and postcolonialism are going to belaxed in details.

The struggles between even two people to be adeadkelead the other can be assumed as
the first conflicts for power. With the development social and military means, the

conflicts for control brought about conquering nkamds. Therefore, battles divided the



conflicting powers into two opposite categoriese #tonqueror and the conquered. The
battles for conquest were quite simple without @&mological motivations backing up.
However, with the addition of religious motivestte battles, they gained a holy mission:
to change a group of people into what the conqueraght for. Thus, the series of battles
were not just for conquering a land but either iadecate the indigenous because of their
religion or to make them to tergiversate. In additio tergiversation, the need for spices,
raw material, exotic food and markets to buy of #ehgs were other reasonable motives
of wars. By introduction of these motives into veareasons, the simple conqueror and
conquered varied into colonizer/colonized, oppresppressed, central/periphery and
Orient /Occident.

When the West advanced in technical meaning edpyeiaransportation such as ocean-
passing ships, they try to find raw materials tanafacture or clean some lands to create
new settlement places. Portugal and Spain werdir§ieEuropeans to colonize the exotic
places. Then England and France involved in thie foisexploitation. Meanwhile advance
in machinery changed the economic means of coloritesn mercantilism into

industrialization. The rise of industry brought lwitself a more complicated colonization.

With the enlightenment in the Centre, the colorszsntinued colonization under the guise
of civilizing the East because the West regardedptriphery as uncivilized, primitive and
ugly. Binary oppositions enabled the colonizer®toupy, set up settlements and rule the
virgin lands under the guise of rearing, educatmgl humanizing brutal and barbaric

indigenous people.

At the beginning of colonialism, the indigenous pleovere made to leave their places and
live in the Centers as either slaves or indentwerkers. Then, they willingly moved to the
imperial centers for better life conditions, edumator because of political reasons.
Whatever the reasons were, they felt the senseinfluprooted. The flow of people from
underdeveloped and developing countries to theldped ones are still common because
of same reasons except from slavery. People skipemence the same feelings:

displacement and alienation.



The torturing feeling of displacement stems motiyn the lack of the physical county just

like a baby’s leaving the womb. A new-born baby'spthcement reveals itself throughout
life of immigrants because, as Dr. Amit ShankareSsdys, “Since by birth human beings
are exiled from the womb; one’s home, one’s familye’s country, one’s culture and so on
stand as metaphorical imagery of that natal ref(@f®). It is a bit easy for a baby to adapt
to his/her new world but the first generation imraigs experience the feeling of being
outsiders and the sense of alienation because disgtaced values lose ground against
hegemonic values and life style. Thus, they develapidentities and carry these identities
out in different places: their values at home (fgranvironment) and the hegemonic values
in public. The diaspora’s efforts to keep the bedametween the two opposite culture
generally fail and the in-between individuals beeosstranged both from society and

themselves, which is the main theme of postcolditekl production.

As to postcolonial literature, it took much time tvelop. At the beginning of the
twentieth century, the decolonization process ethlout it was after the Second World War
when the process gained pace. The indigenous pegoplerest and wish for the
authenticity gave way to the rise of postcolonitarature. Postcolonial literature created an
intellectual area for the colonized to express wues. The postcolonial writers either in
exile, migrants or living in their own country ttg picture the diaspora in a multicultural

postcolonial world where imperialism keeps on tgkadvantage from them.

Those authors who are the diaspora or write almudiaspora try to depict the experiences
of immigrants’ alienation stemming from displacemen

A daughter of an immigrant couple, Jhumpa Lahiong of these postcolonial writefhe

Namesakeher first novel, skillfully reflects the situaticof the diaspora and the feeling of
alienation through its Bengali immigrant couple ghdir son, Gogol. Although Bengali
couple experience estrangement because of disptate@ogol is influenced by insults,
and shame because of his name. He and Moushumliogeaesense of hate toward their
cultures. Lahiri carries out certain types of adgon through her characters’ life

adventures. Gogol’s alienation as becoming Nikhd ¢hen embracing his Bengali identity

xi



exemplify both Fichte’s triad and Hegel's dialeaticprocess. Characters froihe
Namesake experience alienation as powerlessness, meansmgles, normlessness,
isolation and self-estrangement. Moreover, theeeskght hint of Feuerbach’s alienation in

the novel.

The main interest of this thesis is to examinettigme of alienation and how it manifests
itself in Jhumpa Lahiri’'sThe Namesakby considering Fichte, Hegel, Feuerbach, Marx,
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre, Albert Camus andSdkman’s approaches to the term of
alienation in the light of postcolonialism. To asle this, | have separated my thesis into

three chapters.

In the first chapter, | will shed light on colorish and postcolonialism in separate parts. In
colonialism, | will write about the process of coipation chronologically starting from the
exploitations of Portugal and Spain to the decdation movement at the beginning of
twentieth century. Then | will concentrate on thedimition of postcolonialsm and then the
emergence of the postcolonial literature and itratteristics.

In the second chapter | will give a brief accoohtalienation and then | will examine
idealist philosophers, Fichte and Hegel, matet®lisFeuerbach and Marx; and
existentialists, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre Alizert Camus one by one. Then | will

write about Seeman’s fivefold classification ofalation.

In the third chapter, | will give information abodttumpa Lahiri and then | will summarize
the The NamesakeThen | will analyze the novel under five partsia@ of Fichte inThe
NamesakeHegel's alienation imThe Namesakexistentialist alienation ilthe Namesake
Melvin Seeman’s fivefold classification of alierati in The Namesakand Feuerbach’s

alienation inThe Namesakeln the end, | will summarize the analyses intthied chapter.
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INTRODUCTION TO COLONIALISM AND POSTCOLONIALISM

The appearance of human beings on the earth bredthitself the quarrel for the
control of one person or a group of people overdtiers psychologically, politically or
economically. For the sake of control, there hadnbenany destructive wars between
conflicting powers. Although at each stage of higtahere has been a winner, the

conquerors’ rule never last much longer.

Through the history of colonialism with the advarmedechnology and globalization, the
means of power and quest for power have variedodgh the first quarrels were believed
to be done by stones and simple sharp material)eirMiddle Ages, the means of war
shifted to gunpowder that enabled more destrudiioa farther distance. Moreover, with
the advance in technology, the means of contratadénizers got more; in addition to
weapons, cultural elements such as religion anguiage were used to guarantee the rule of

metropolis.

Language and its production, literature, are tlostrpowerful weapons of each nation and
its culture. If the “the mother country” manag&suse its literature as a means of control
tactfully and apply it to the periphery under thasg of a notion that the periphery will
respect and even adore to, the process (colonigatmll become more successful.
England, one of the imperial powers of the timesduthis tactic skillfully. The authors of
The Empire Writes Baday

British administrations, provoked by missionaries the one hand and fears of
native insubordination on the other, discovered alg in English literature to
support them maintaining control of natives undher guise of a liberal education.
(gtd. in Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin 3)



England’s application of literature in India turnedt to be a specific goal with two adhered

aspects: the study of English and the growth ofiesrgs stated ifhe Empire Writes Back

It can be argued that the study of English andgtbeth of Empire proceeded from
a single ideological climate and that the developnaé one is intrinsically bound
up with the development of the other, both at teeel of simple utility (as
propaganda for instance) and at the conscious ,levbBere it leads to the
naturalizing of constructed values (e.g. civilipati humanity, etc.) which,
conversely, established ‘savagery’, ‘native’, fpitive’, as their antithesis and as
the object of a reforming zeal.( Ashcroft, Grif§tnd Tiffin 3)

As it is stated in the abstract, by the use ofrditre as a means of control over the
colonized, the center defines them (the colonizsd’primitive’ to justify their application
of control over them. Because the civilized natigrgard themselves responsible for

civilizing the primitive, and literature is one tfe tools of civilizing.

The indigenous people become immersed in the imlpetlture and an act of mimicry
appeared. The mimicry sometimes became so densthéyawere “more English that the
English” (ibid 4) Mimicry was the result of imperial surveillance. @hthe colonized

sensed the gaze of the colonizers, the indigeneople tried to act in accordance with the
master’s rules and customs. The more the coloraoteld properly; the more value was

adhered to them by the colonizers.

Even after the colonized nations got their flageftand and national anthem, they realized
the fact that they were not independent becausecti@nizer had left a class called
comprador who serves the Imperial legacy and daitaystem. Comprador “...was
originally used to refer to a local merchant actimg a middle-man between foreign
producers and a local market.” (ibid 3%wever, the usage of this term in Post-Colonial

theory is “the term has evolved a broader usenttude the intelligentsia-academics,



creative writers and artists —whose independencelbmacompromised by reliance on, and
identification with, colonial power.”(ibid 55) These of this class ensured the existence of
imperialism under the guise of independence. ldstefathe colonizers, the compradors

themselves started exploiting their own people.

Although imperialism and colonialism are used iob@angeable, they are different terms.
Imperialism requires one nation’s control of otlnations economically and in a military
sense. Nevertheless, colonialism is just one of ways of imperialistic attitudes.
Imperialism has many ways to control the colonestolonies in addition to colonialism.
That is why postcolonial nations may not be indeleen totally despite their flags, free
lands and national anthems. With the independeheeyostcolonial countries appropriated
some means of the once colonizers.

However, the appropriation of the colonizing measiscolonizers by the colonized
becomes a threatening process for the Empire. Bectne Imperial-centered values and
tools become degenerated and so, a new entity Epéas is called hybridity. Hybridity
in postcolonial literature means “the creation efwtranscultural forms within the contact
zone produced by colonizatiof&shcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin, Key 118 As it is
proclaimed by Homi Bhabha, hybridity is a tool tixali eventually weaken the colonizers’
means of power (culture, literature, social andtigal aspects), which will also weaken the
so called superiority of the colonizers. Througls tturmoil, both sides of colonization
(colonizers and the colonized) suffer. The mainrsewf their suffering is to lose their
connection with what they regard as unchangeabiable rules, customs and their
homelands. Going through such a suffering leaddiémation, a term used in many fields

from sociology to religion.

Immigrants, the people who suffer from compulsexite or chose to leave their homeland
willingly to work abroad or study in a more sopldgated environment, do not just suffer
from physical alienation but it is psychologicalealation which disturbs their lives and

discourages them from being part of either a mgltiot or a salad bowl.



The need to sound these feelings of the diasp@aatributed to the rise of postcolonial
literature. Postcolonial literature is the only mgaof communication through which
immigrants can express themselves and the degrakeohtion they have experienced. In
this chapter, after colonialism and postcolonialibiave been explained, postcolonial
literature will be described under a different Hagd



[.1-COLONIALISM

Having an instinct for controlling everything swraling them, human beings have
created a history parallel to the act of explaitatand colonialism. Whatever its reasons
are, the desire for leading and controlling takegeat part of human beings’ efforts. The
desire for controlling and exploiting leads to ai¢he aspects of imperialism, colonialism.

According to Ania LoombaDxford English Dictionarywrites:

Colonialism is a settlement in a new country... aybofl people who settle in a
new locality, forming a community subject to or nested with their parent state;
the community so formed , consisting of the ordisettlers and their descendants
and successors, as long as the connection withatent state is kept up. (Loomba
7)

In addition to this definition, Elleke Boehmer say®lonialism is “the ‘settlement of
territory, the exploitation or development of resms, and the attempt to govern the
indigenous inhabitants of occupied landgtd. in McLeod 8) When the both definitions
are considered, the elements of colonialism appsattlement in a new territory,

connection with the mother land, exploitation, mgliinvaders and the indigenous people.

There are two kinds of colonies in colonial dissairSettler colonies and the colonies of
occupation. The authors dfey Concepts in Post-Colonial Studsssy, settler colonies or
settler invaders are the ones where “..., the invadinropeans (or their descendants)
annihilated, displaced and/or marginalized the gades to become a majority non-
indigenous population,...”( Ashcroft, Griffiths andffin 221) On the other hand, the
colonies of occupation are ones “where indigenoespfe remained in the majority but

were administered by a foreign power.”(ibid 221)



Although the exact date of colonialism’s start @ known, it is known that Roman Empire
in the Second Century AD, Mongols in the thirteesntary, Aztecs and Inca Empire
conquered many parts of the world for economic singtegic use. Some say colonialism
got started when “Columbus lands in the Ameriddagqueen XVI) In fact, “...colonialism
grew organically from a long narrative of Europeamperial expansion in the post-
medieval world, one that began with the Spanish Boduguese empires which were
established in the fifteenth century.”(Macqueen KVI

Despite their religious motivation, the Europeamusades to the Middle East regarded a

step in development of colonialism towards a mogghssticated one.

With the advance in astrolabe, compass and fas$ sRortugal and Spain reached Asia and
America. Both powers signed Treaty of Tordesillas1494 to take their colonies in
different parts of the world under guarantee. Theaty is also an agreement between two
European powers on the exploitation of the new evoPortuguese was using the colonies
to enlarge her trade or as a way to larger platesevshe created compradors. On the other
hand, Spain was carrying a mission of settlemenpushing the indigenous forward and
opening new places for incoming settlers in Cerdrad South America. But, afterwards,
with the rise of Britain and France, Spain firsstlohe rule and then total control of her
some colonies. The rule of Portugal colonialismAisia was handicapped by Holland.
Therefore, Portugal shared the same destiny witlohee ally, Spain, on the colonialism of

the new world.

The decline of Spanish and Portuguese powers gayeavDutch especially in Asia. The
way the Dutch colonized resembled to the Portuguesthat the Dutch searched for

commercial benefits instead of a quest for settfeme

The emergence of France in both Canada and Indi tmer rival to the Britain, and there
had been bloody conflicts between two settler dakms over their interest in colonies. The
Dutch had to give way to the Britain when the Bntaonstructed a powerful naval force
and lessened her internal economic problems. ThisBEmpire settled colonies in North

America in the beginning of seventeenth centuryga8ucotton and tobacco were main



goods the British purchased. The plantation cobmt Britain mainly depended on the
labor of slaves. This situation fostered the trantggion of slaves from Africa to America.
MacQueen proclaims, “The racism that was insepareibim the great colonizing surge of
the late nineteenth century derived in part frora thlemmas of the slave colonialism
which preceded it.”(Macqueen 16)

The British’s colonial superiority over other coipers especially France faded with the
decolonization effects of the American War of Indegence. However, the French
Revolution pushed France into the same positioth Boperial powers lost their control

over most of their colonies.

The advance in machinery changed the economic ntgamdonies from mercantilism into
industrialization. Macqueen claims, “The vast i@ in manufacturing production in
Britain brought by industrialization changed themamic basis of colonialism1@) The
colonies of plantation lost their significance, andtropolitan economies gave importance

to manufactured goods; the aim was produce motetiw less.

There was a reciprocal relationship between cotoraed the mother country. Raw
material, slaves, indentured laborers and good< veent to the metropolis and the
manufactured goods were sent to the colonies ®irttligenous people to buy with a high
price. Although there were two flows (from colomyrhetropolis and from metropolis back
to colony) the profit always flowed to the centethich was the destiny of the colonized

but the means of improvement for the colonizers.

Technical advance changed the shape of colonidgmiving much more opportunity of

exploitation to the imperialists. The steam powsedi in transportation enabled the
colonizers to transport raw materials, goods andex easily. In addition to the easiness of
transportation, technical advance created more golveeapons that led to disastrous
conflicts and enormous deaths. Until then there ala®st equal weaponry used by both

the colonizers and the colonized.

The advance in technology and the rise in ingusstened the rush for exploitation.



By 1900 colonial rule had already been imposed@pe® cent of Africa, more than
half of Asia and almost the totality of the Southciic. More than a quarter of the
Americas remained under colonial rule despite tignekgration of Spain and

Portuguese power over the previous century. (Maz2d)

The twentieth Century brought about new colonizrsh as Germany, Belgium, lItaly,
Japan and the USA, which were hungry for tropicadsgssions. These countries reached
the colonizer level in a short time and their ecogogrew enormously so the over-
production of these countries needed an outletrefbee, the process of colonization got
harsher than ever, the result of which led to tingt ®orld War.

Although Lenin took the First World War as the doohtapitalism and a step to socialism,
the capitalist economies reshaped themselves.(3eder, the colonization got more
sophisticated. Although the real ambition of cokaion was economic, the colonizers
needed some camouflages to cover their capitadial and justify exploitation. Joseph
Schumpeter “suggested that the root cause of @ll@xpansion lie deeper in human
history than transitory economic cycle.”( qtd. iradfjueen 35) For him, “colonialism was
the result of a ‘natural’ disposition on the pdrtlte state to expand its territory.”(ibid 35)
Therefore, the state is somehow programmed to lauthis mission; army and its staff
are preconditioned to make this atavism real. do®sd reason of the colonialism, for the
colonizers, was that the center is superior togéephery. For them, the periphery was
savage and needed to be civilized. Therefore, thanizers took over a noble mission of
civilizing the barbaric and primitive new world.

At the end of the nineteenth century, for examfile,idea of civilizing mission to

the less favored races overseas was a real andtporee in shaping public

attitudes towards colonialism. Whether religious seicular in inspiration, self-

aggrandizing or altruistic in its intentions, tidea that colonization was in a real
sense a ‘duty’ was widespread and influential. (ieen 37-38)

9



The other camouflage of the West’s exploitation wesurity. The Centers tried to secure
their colonies because the new colonizers weretheaht for their colonies. So “it is not

difficult to see the colonial scramble of the lati@eteenth and early twentieth Centuries
less as an avaricious land-grab than as a sequémsdensive reactions to (mis)perceived
threats.” (ibid 43) By security, they mean secutirgh their colonies and their commercial
routes.

The wars over occupied lands between colonizeretuinto the wars for freedom between
the colonizers and the colonized after decolororafirocess started. The USA is the first
colonization that disconnected herself from the lraptcountry, England. Unfortunately,
the USA'’s colonized past did not prevent her fromedming one of the leading colonizers
in the race for exploitations. Despite this, shednee a prototype for the colonized nations
and inspired them for their freedom. The strugdies freedom brought the end of

colonialism, and postcolonialism have emerged.
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[.2-POSTCOLONIALISM

Postcolonialism is a controversial term becausésdioth many definitions and two
kinds of spellings. Postcolonialism is spelledwio tways: hyphenated post-colonialism and

postcolonialism without hypheMcLeod writes,

There is a particular reason for this choice ofllsgeand it concerns the different
meaning of ‘post-colonial’ and ‘postcolonial’. Thyphenated term ‘post-colonial’
seems more appropriate to denote a particularrluatgeriod or e poch, like these
suggested by phrases such as ‘after colonialister independence’ or ‘after the
end of Empire’ .6)

However, postcolonialism(without a hyphen), as ¢atikd inThe Empire Writes Bagk

refers to “all the culture affected by the impepabcess from the moment of colonization
to the present day.Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin2) Therefore, it is over the time sequence
and serves as an umbrella that gathers all culintedactions of both colonialism and after

colonialism under its shadow.

According to McLeod, postcolonialism can be defimedording to its relation with its root
terms ‘decolonization’ in the twentieth century afmatellectual developments’ in the
second part of twentieth century. He writes “..., tiwentieth century has been the century
of colonial demise and of decolonization for mitigoof people who were once subject to
the authority of the British crownRf(cLeod §

The main motive for decolonization movement thaktplace at the beginning of twentieth
century and gained pace after the Second World Wéer nationalism spread among the
colonized. Nationalism and nativism were regardetha ways out of colonial oppression.

The authors ofKey Concepts in Post-Colonial Studiesites that nativism “is most
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frequently encountered to refer to the rhetoric dafcolonization which argues that
colonialism needs to be replaced by the recovetlypaomotion of pre-colonial, indigenous
ways.”( Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin 159) Nativism requs the erase of after-colonial
values and instead of it, the reload of pre-colowgdues of the society. The pre-colonial
values of the society signify the authenticity bétt society’s ethical, social and political
life. This authenticity of a colonized society isamly impossible because the interaction
took place between the colonizers and the colonizasl affected, changed and even
uprooted the authenticity. In the course of intdoac between the colonizers and the
colonized, people from both sides were affectedhBides of colonization process were
estranged and alienated. Moreover, through thesaction a third entity which descented
from the both cultures but were different from thegh roots emerged. This hybrid entity
immersed so dense into the psychological, socilraligious values that it was impossible

for the societies to create a pre-colonial autlcegrtivironments to survive.

The movement of both colonizers as either setdersccupiers and the colonized as slaves,
indentured workers and the diaspora created a -culttiral environment where an
authentic single culture was impossible. The peéplm the Centre got accustomed to the
place and the requirements of that place where $k#led or occupied. In addition, their
interaction with the indigenous people affectedrtlsiperior’ culture so dramatically that
they became somewhat alien to their citizens irBimpire, which led to the creation of the
term of ‘going native’. The authors &y Concepts in Post-Colonial Studigser the fact
that

The fear of contamination that is at the heart @buwialist discourse, and which
results in the menacing ambivalence of mimicryha dbsessive colonialist fear of
miscegenation, is often expressed through a feamgst the colonizers of going
native, that is, losing their distinctiveness amgesior identity by contamination
from native practices.( Ashcroft, Griffiths and fiif 159)

12



It can be deduced that the fear of losing authignticas shared by both the colonizers and
the colonized. Furthermore, the impossibility ofoeeling of pre-colonial era values was
out of question for the ones on the quest for puntthis multi-cultural age. People those
are estranged and alienated from their lands, emwvients, religions, societies and even
themselves -whether colonizers or the colonized-rether assimilate into the globalized

world easily nor put the effects of interactionhwdthers aside and get authenticity.

The second motive behind decolonization process seturity. The colonizing
powers reached the farthest frontiers and the cedomere far from the controlling Centers.
Moreover, there was a quarrel between the Empwoetake and control other powers’
colonies. The situation became impossible for teatérs to control all the colonies so they
handed the rule of some colonies to either thesceedants living in the colonies (settler
colonies) or to the indigenous people who wouldpkd® Imperial profits. These kinds of
people are called compradors that are also theagtes of the imperialism in the colonies

even after the independence.

As it has stated above, postcolonialism, despgecdntroversial structure and
definitions, becomes an umbrella for different gtds and literatures to come together.
Before stating the unifying aspects of postcolotitarature, the reason of diversity in
postcolonial literature should be explained. Altgbuall once-colonized nations have
gathered at the threshold of postcolonialism, itezdtures produced by these nations are
diverse. Because the process of colonization ohations are different from each other
stemming from who the colonizer was, the way it waknized and how successful the
colonizer was by applying its means of colonizatibar example, the literature of colonies
of the Britain and the one of Spain’s colonies aery different in that the Britain
implemented English and the Literature of Englantb iher colonies as a means of
colonization of indigenous culture. In spite of thidferences, all postcolonial literatures
have common characteristics. Ashcroft, Griffithgl ariffin write in The Empire Writes
Backthat “They emerged in their present form out of éx@erience of colonization and
asserted themselves by foregrounding the tensiah wie imperial power, and by

emphasizing their differences from the assumptiohshe imperial Centre.”(2) Peter
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Childs and Patrick Williams summarize the postctbreality of a text as “..., texts which
are anti-colonial, which reject the premises oboddl intervention (the civilizing mission,
the rejuvenation of stagnant cultures) might bearggd as post-colonial insofar as they
have ‘got beyond’ colonialism and its ideologiespken free of its lures to a point from

which to mount a critique or counter-attack.”(Ckilahd Williams 3-4)

The writings of the first Europeans footed on tNew World’ created a pre-description for
the following ones and the readers from the Empiiee first explorers identified the
people of the New World as ugly, evil, uncivilizadd even monster-like creatures. This
kind of mapping of the Other was the real reasantli@ people from the Empires to
assume themselves superior to the people from #mphery. Some imperial power
encouraged adventurers by supplying them with ema@aguipment. Although the second
flow of the colonizers themselves saw the real neataf the East, they kept the
mystification for the benefit of the Empire. Thisystification process existed until the
colonized started their own literature and uttetteglr own nature. The appearance of the
postcolonial literature created demystification.wadd Said, the author dDrientalism
decoded many mystifications of the Empire by shegldight on the binary opposition

created by the Centre. He writes in the introdurctmtheOrientalismthis aim.

My idea in Orientalismis to use humanistic critique to open up the fetdf
struggle, to introduce a longer sequence of thoagttanalysis to replace the short
bursts of polemical, thought-stopping fury that iseprison us in labels and
antagonistic debate whose goal is a belligerentecnle identity rather than

understanding and intellectual exchange. (Said XII)

Moreover, he stressed the fact that the binary siipa created by the Empire was
unrealistic and when this pseudo-fact is examinedendeeply, it will reveal that the
representation of the East by the West is totattyeation of their phantasies to justify their

superiority and colonization under the guise oflization.
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Postcolonial literature is not just a kind of téot the colonized to represent themselves in
an Imperialist world; it is also a means of appiajon of the literature of the colonizers.
The colonized uses means of colonizers’ literalmforo both represent and defend

themselves.

The end of colonization does not mean the end gfemal attitudes.McLeod
accounts for this as “...colonialism is a particulstorical manifestation of imperialism,
specific to certain places and tim&)’'Therefore, the demystification process with thd e
of colonization appears again as neocolonialismwvél@r, the proceeding of colonization
under different shapes, ways and names does nageao hide itself from the eyes of

postcolonial authors.
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[.3-THE RISE OF POSTCOLONIAL LITERATURE

There are three periods in the writings of colodipations. The first period is the

literature imposed on them by the colonizers athénexample of England’s imposition of
English on Indian people. In this era, the languagd the literal works were of the
colonizers. The literal works of this period serwbe requests of the metropolis. Their
main motive was to show the superiority of Occidenall means over the Orient. Edward
Said explores these writers by analyzing “the dictiof Honoré de Balzac, Charles
Baudelaire, and Lautréamont (Isidore-Lucien Ducgsaed explored how they were
influenced, and how they helped to shape the sdcieintasy of European racial
superiority.”(Wikipedia)
Centre produced the second period by putting faivilae literature that was created by the
intellectuals who were educated in metropoliseghgy colonizers. Although the authors
were indigenous intellectuals, the literature tipegduced was in colonizer’s language. In
addition to language, theme and the way themes weitten were also carried out by

indigenous writers as the authdilse Empire Writes Badaonfirm.

The institution of ‘Literature’ in the colony is dar the direct control of the
imperial ruling class who alone license the acdaptaform and permit the

publication and distribution of the resulting wofo, texts of this kind come into
being within the constraints of a discourse and itiitutional practice of a

patronage system which limits and undercuts theisedion of a different

perspective. The development of independent lileeat depended upon the
abrogation of this constraining power and the appation of language and writing
for new and distinctive usages. Such an appropnas clearly the most significant
feature in the emergence of modern post-colontatatures. (Ashcroft, Griffiths

and Tiffin 6)
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The means of publishing and the allowance for soglwas in the power of colonizers and
their backings, compradors. Thus, indigenous wgitexd to be congruent with the benefits
of the colonizers. Moreover, the books written @hoaizer's language had more chance to
be popular and read by more people. In short, & lb@h advantageous and compulsory to
write in the language of the Center and obey thesrthe colonized had indicated.

The waves of nativism and then decolonization medeve brought the end of literature
under the rule of colonizers. The main aim of ikerdture of this period is to decolonize all
national values and gain authenticity. The litematthat reflects the real motives and
arguments of the once colonized people is in tll theriod because there is a tense
relation between the periphery and the Centre. Thidd period literature is called
postcolonial literature.

In a general sense, postcolonial literature is literature produced which has been
“affected by the imperial process from the momehtaonization to the present day”
(Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin 2). It is a reactmoto colonization, the effects of colonization
on the values of the indigenous and an effort toolimize all values to reestablish
authenticity if possible. Because the reciprocablnements between the colonized and the
colonized has affected both the invaders and tig@mous. Thus, the interaction between
them has changed the both. (Ashcroft, Griffiths aiftin 21-22) Moreover, the desire to
go back to the pre-colonial era brings the termesdentialism into action, which is a
dangerous act for the improvement of that culture.

Postcolonial literature is written either in thadaage of the colonizer as Edward Said does
or in the language of the indigenous as a Gikuylewfrom Kenya Nggi wa Thiong’'o
does by turning away from English. Those writersowtrite in their language hold that
“you can’'t dismantle the master's house with thesteids tools”. (Ashcroft, Griffiths and
Tiffin 5) They think that the language of the cdlmrs has a paradigm that does not
include any elements from their culture and morpdrtantly, colonizers’ language is not
sufficient for the colonized to illuminate theirgetiences. In fact, this supposition can be
true because the displaced language of the colendmees not have the experiences of the

indigenous. Therefore, a version of English has eanto existence: english (without a
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capital letter). This appropriation of English eleabthe indigenous to express themselves
because english contains words and experiencés ahdigenous people.

Now people from postcolonial countries are all othex world because of various reasons:
migration, education, better life and health mearsk, wars and political reasons. Thus, it
is not possible to draw a line and confine the@fand the results of postcolonialism to a
certain place. The dense interaction between tlee-oalonized (now the diaspora for the
ones living abroad) and the once-colonizers brialgsut new problems with itself. The
diaspora do not fight for physical survival anymdret they struggle to survive from
cultural hegemony and neo-colonialism that degeeettsem and disconnect them from
their cultural and spiritual values.

These sufferings of the diaspora are the themeposfcolonial authors. Postcolonial
authors struggle to convey these feelings to thergtarts of the world to create awareness

about the situation of these people go through.
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CONCLUSION

The appearance of the human beings on the eartlyliiréhe need for interaction
between people with itself. Through interactionem\between two people, one is the
controlling and the other is the controlled, ikere appears hegemony of one over the
other. To take advantage from the other is the nmdggy of exploitation that leads to

colonialism. Colonialism is just one means of Iniglesm.

The quest for colonialism gained momentum with téehnical advance in journey and
voyage means especially in ocean-crossing shipgpl®&om the Centre set off to explore
new places. The first explorers and adventurerspephe New World as brutal, barbaric,
uncivilized and ugly. The labeling of East by thee® contributed to the ideological
preparation for colonization and hegemony. Theeefdhe West created a notion of
superiority over the East, through which the actabnization got faster. The quest for
exotic places and religious motives acceleratecdtoapation of virgin lands. Colonization

brought about industrial development in the West.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, decctaion started with the help of
demystification process created by indigenous ledtlals as anti-colonial activities that
aimed at rejection of the West based values aratiorss. In addition to the purification of
the indigenous aspects, indigenous intellectualsragguiated the characteristics of the

Empire to devalue the superiority of the Centerrdlie periphery.

After the decolonization process, the colonizersdea the rule of the colonies to either
their descendants or the compradors to ensurexibteece of their benefits in the exotic
places.

Although the once colonized people are now free lade their own lands, flags and
national anthems, they are still in a way connedtedhe once mother country. Their
dependence on the Centers creates an opportunithgandigenous people to live, work

and study in the imperialist countries such asiB& and England. The diaspora living in
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these countries are both estranged and alienabed their lands, societies, families and
even themselves. Therefore, a part of the post@ildterature mirrors the diaspora in a

multicultural capitalist world where they try torsive.
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CHAPTER II
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INTRODUCTION TO ALIENATION

Alienation is an unavoidable aspect of modernb#eause of the cumulative effects
of hegemonic war between the oppressors and theesggal. Nevertheless, it is as old as
human beings themselves. The analysis of theaictien between the two sides (the
oppressors and the oppressors) sheds lights cenmbegence of alienation and the ways it
exists. Thus, the problem to locate, define andagxghe term of alienation has been the
focal point for many philosophers. However, a systec approach to the term of

alienation starts with Hegel.

Hegel, a German idealist, is one of the philosophéro consider alienation as a positive
and obligatory process. Hegel’s dialectics states alienation is a process that starts with
consciousness, leads to self-consciousness, andtsrés reason. For Hegel, the Geist
actualizes itself by the production of people amel mature because actualization requires
concrete. The productions of nature and human beding means of actualization of the

Geist. Hegel stresses the importance of producingep of human beings.

The other philosopher who sheds light on the terimalenation is Feuerbach, a
contemplative materialist. He rejects the Hegehation that human beings are processes
of alienation for the Geist, and proclaims that Gedhe alienation of man. According to
Feuerbach, human beings are alienating themselyegrdating God. Moreover, he

proposes that human beings should divert their fov&od to each other.

A cornerstone materialist, Marx changed the gerfeyal of the history via his Dialectical
Materialism. He considers alienation as a resulhefemergence of the capitalist economic
system and the rise of bourgeoisie. For Marx, tlaeeefour kinds of alienation each of
which contributes to the emergence of the follonamgs. The first one is alienation of the
working class to the means of production. The 3eéds alienation of the workers to their
products. The next one is the working class’'s aliem to itself. The last one is the

workers’ alienation to the society. Marx prescrilsegialism and the communism to the
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alienation for the workers. He considers aliena@onegative aspect created by capitalist

economic system.

Philosophers such as Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, SantteAlbert Camus have many diverse
philosophical aspects; they still can be gatheradkuthe umbrella of existentialism. They
put forward that existence comes before essencdhmyddeal with human condition. In

addition, they share the belief that human beirmgailsl get rid of all systems surrounding
them. For Kierkegaard, an individual can get oMernation by getting authenticity via

his/her conduct with the others. According to Nsetez, the way out of alienation is not
through an encompassing system. It is just throagteptance of the world as it is and
acceptance of us as we are. Jean Paul Sartre statege are playing ourselves excluding
our authenticity, which is a hinder for getting oaienation. However, he also suggests
that being aware of the authenticity is the fitepstowards the gate off the alienation. On
the other hand, Albert Camus stresses the abswoflitye life and he suggests three ways
out of absurdity and alienation: rebellion, suicatel hope. He proclaims that writing is an

intellectual rebellion against absurdity of life.

In addition to existentialists, Melvin Seeman cidnttes to the enlightenment in the
definition of the term of alienation. According &8eman, alienation can be classified into
five categories: powerlessness, meaninglessnesenlassness, isolation and self-

estrangement.

This chapter will give core and brief information the philosophers who have just been

introduced and their philosophy about alienation.
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[I.1-ALIENATION

Human beings’ life depends mostly on interactiothwaither other people or the
nature. Through interaction with other personsrehappear two groups of people: the
oppressed (the colonized, the periphery or thegembus) and the oppressors (the invaders,
the colonizers or the Centre). The colonizers &ee dnes who are different from the
colonized in many ways and they are a threat feritldigenous and their way of life.
Therefore, the interaction between these groupsitesea tension that goes in the
colonizers’ favor. Thus, the colonizers create negey over the colonized. The culture of
the oppressed is subject to degeneration or thgandus are subject to live in exile. Those
people who are degenerated or displaced expereefeeling of alienation stemming from

displacement.

Alienation is a process of estrangement of an iddid from himself/herself, his/her
society, root, environment, intellectuality and gwots as a result of either a quest for self-
consciousness or an imposition of an outer forcendérich defines alienation as “A
psychological or social evil, characterized by ameanother type of harmful separation,
disruption or fragmentation, which sunders thirtgs belong together.”(22) The definition
and the probable precursors of this term mainlyeddpon the philosophy of the person
who tries to define it. Therefore, there are maefyritions and different perspectives about

the term alienation.

The Encyclopedia of Philosophy defines alienatisritae act, or result of the act, through
which something, or somebody, becomes alien to ontg or somebody, else.” In social
life, it is a person’s turning away from his/heiefrds and relations. A property’s transfer
from its owner to another person is the term oération’s definition in law. Whereas
Hegel treats the term as a process of estrangetmaget the unity, Marx perceives it as
man’s estrangement from himself and his productinder the capitalist rule. Therefore,
Hegel and existentialists take the term positigeaahance to get self, self-consciousness

and authenticity but Marx evaluate it as somethmegative that deprives man from his
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nature. That is whatever its definition is, it ia @anportant term for intellectuals to

understand and define man and his life.

One of the first philosophers who tried to underdtthe life was Plato. His allegory of the
cave utters the physical world as a faint picturéhe perfect world of ides. When the
perception of people in the cave is taken into ictration, it is clear that people are
estranged from their reality and authenticity. T¢as be the first utterance of the alienation
in philosophy but in religion, the dismissing of&and Adam from heaven may be the first

experience of the term of alienation.

Adam and Eve were expelled from the paradise oGaelen of Eden, because they
ate the forbidden fruit that gave them knowledggadd and evil which destroyed

their natural innocence and immediacy. (Skemptibn 2

In order to understand the term of alienation lbpeeme philosophies will be studied one

by one to detect the term and its usage in thadgdphical stream.
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[1.1.1-ALIENATION IN IDEALISM

Idealism is a metaphysical philosophy proclaimat thnly ideas can be known.
Consciousness is the only source of knowledge laraigh it, ideas and thoughts can be
known. Nevertheless, we cannot be sure about ther evorld, the concrete. Therefore,
when the individual's priority shifts from idea tihe concrete, alienation takes place

because human being become estranged to his/legrcess

11.1.1.1-Johann Gottlieb Fichte

Being a link between “Kant’s ‘critical philosophgnd Hegel's ‘absolute idealism’
", Fichte has crucial importance in the history philosophy. (Taber 68) Fichte's
philosophy “...centered in a passionate espous&haft's practical reason or of autonomous
good will as the creative source of all that igiddive in personality.” (Runes 109) He is
mostly known for his Triad that consists of thréages: thesis, antithesis and synthesis.
Despite the fact that the triad stems from Kantiggsophy, it is generally regarded as the
dialectic of either Hegel or Fichte. However, itsmased by Fiche before the emergence of
Hegel's philosophy as it is stated by Franz BreotdKant was followed in Germany by

Fichte with his method of thesis, antithesis anmutisgsis.”(Brentano 102 )

Thesis is the first stage of the Triad of Fichtagbbert D. Runes defines the term of thesis
as “any proposition contrary to general opinion lwaipable of being supported by
reasoning.” (Runes 317)

Antithesis is the negation of the thesis and theoisé stage of the triad of Ficht&he
Dictionary of Philosophydefines the term of antithesis as “...a propositg@posed to a

given thesis expressing a fact or a positive statgrf{Runes 14)

Synthesis is the last stage of the Fichte’s triyghthesis is defined ifihe Dictionary of
Philosophyas “The third phase in the dialectical processnlaing the thesis and the
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antithesis for the emergence of a new level of gpéifRunes 310) The last stage is the
result of the first two stages but it is differéram the both; it is over the both with a new
entity. Therefore, idea goes through a tunnel tfhagement. It contradicts itself and then
it melts into its contradiction, which results imaw idea that is very different from the one
in the first stage. The estrangement of the iderstdf leads to a sense of alienation in

human beings.

11.1.1.2-G.W. F. Hegel

He is one of the cornerstone philosophers and'domancerned with rationality,
freedom and self-consciousness, but saw them tsibéd phenomena, developing through
an intelligible succession of forms, moved by ‘gpirand structured by

‘dialectic’.”(Bunnin and Tsui-James 741)

One of his dialectic’s key terms is alienation. edation, in Hegel's philosophy, means
diffusion; it is a diffusion of a simple mixtureghunites with its negation’s experience and
becomes itself. According to Michael Inwood, thare two terms used in Hegel that stand
for alienation: estrangement and externalizatidre Key term for the process of alienation
is Geist. Geist is translated into English as st and mind. In addition, the movement
of mind through alienation is Dialectic. In Hegéhe movement of Geist, that is the
dialectic, should be perceived as a whole. In &msdusbook The Phenomenology of Mind,

he proclaims that

It is only spirit in its entirety that is in tim&nd the shapes assumed, which are
specific embodiments of the whole of spirit as suplesent themselves in a
sequence one after the other. For it is only thele/twvhich properly has reality, and
hence the form of pure freedom relatively to anyghelse, the form which takes
expression as time. But the moments of the whales@ousness, reason and spirit,

have, because they are moments, no existence tefrara one other.( Hegel 689)
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The total unity of Geist requires a holistic pexdpe to see the truth because, as stated in
the abstract, truth can only be seen by unitingpiduwes of Geist’s journey in a circle. So
what are the different parts of Geist’s journeyt thlaould be adhered to each other? They
are consciousness, self-consciousness and readte. first stage, the spirit knows itself as
something different from the object. Consciousnéss sensuous, perceiving and
undersatanding; in the next stage (self-consci@synet returns to itself with a finite
consciousness. The last stage shows spirit's awsseof nature and history as the

demonstration of Infinite Spirit.

Alienation is externalization and estrangement egeél. It is the externalization of spirit.
This situation (alienation) remains until spiritoers itself completely. In order to recover
itself, spirit objectifies itself first, looks atself as if it were someone else. Through this

process, spirit gets its actuality. The Phenomenology of Mite says

Such process and activity again, through whichsthiestance becomes actual, are
the estrangement of personality, for the immedised, i.e. the self without
estrangement and holding goods as it stands, isoutit substantial content,...
(Hegel 510)

But the process of actualization requires objewtfon. Spirit objectifies itself; its
objectification is nature and human beings. AltHoggirit and its perception are abstract,
Spirit requires concrete to objectify the actudl@a process. Nature, human beings and
human beings’ labour are objectification means pfits Why does Spirit need human
being for objectification? Because human beingsbath dependable on nature and have
the ability to convert it in the light of their néer desire. Human-beings have both the
God-like characteristic and characteristics of $argreatures like animals. Human-beings
obey the rules of nature and satisfy their instuectiesires such as hunger, thirst, sex etc.
meanwhile they convert and change the nature aicegptd their needs especially security

like a God. Culture and history are two of some&aaments of human beings for Spirit to
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actualize itself through human beings’ labour. rEfere, it is natural for Spirit to choose
human beings for its actualization. That is whyemdition is not a negative process in
Hegel's philosophy. On the contrary, alienatiom isecessary process to get a higher level
intellectually and theologically. As it is stated bed Honderich, “it is none other than the

progress of the consciousness of freedom.” (Hormtie339)

According to Hegel, an individual is not free whiee/she does whatever and however
he/she desires. On the contrary, he/she is freen vilee/ she draws limits of his / her
freedom by reason and respects others’ privates.liidat is an individual should be
alienated to himself/herself and realize his/hgectivity. Through this objectification the
subject and its limits appear. When the subjededihtiates himself/herself from the object
(the alienated self) and accept this negationptbeess of reason comes into existence. In

short, freedom can be achieved through conscioasares self-consciousness:

For Hegel, however, the problem is overcome whernragegnize that all human
beings share a common ability to reason. Henceciramunity can be built on a
rational basis, every human being can accept ttascsomething alien, but as an
expression of his or her own rational will. Our yaind our self-interest will then
coincide, for our duty will be rationally baseddapur true interest is to realize our

nature as a rational being. ( Honderich 341)

In short, according to Hegel ,“...we are free onljiam we act in accordance with our
reason,...”(ibid) When members of a society resgeath other’s private zone and behave
themselves, that is when they reach logic levek frarticular society gets an ethical
atmosphere. Because all human-beings activitieslabalr lead to a spiritual end, to the
Absolute Spirit. Hegel states this the Phenomenology of Miras “This world is a
spiritual reality; it is essentially the fusioniaflividuality with being.”(Hegel 509)

In Hegel’s philosophy, ethical substance is congatisf the family, civil society and the
state. Family is an agreement of two free indivisweho sacrifice their individual freedom

for the sake of universality. In civil society, @amdividual is free and can quest his/her
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own end (aim), but at the same time he/she is resble for his activities against other
individuals, that is society. The State is the ktsige of ethical substance where all free
individuals are united under the umbrella of a fpdl constitution. In the State stage all

individuals can get self-actualization, which ie thst phrase of Hegelian philosophy.
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[1-1.2-ALIENATION IN MATERIALISM

According to materialists, reality is concrete andutside the mind. For Marx there
are two kinds of materialists: contemplative matésm and sensuous materialism. For
Marxist Philosophy, Feuerbach is a contemplativaenmlist because he deals with a
spiritual matter, religion and he tries to justitye concrete by abstract means such as

thinking.

11.1.2.1-L.Feuerbach

Feuerbach is a contemplative materialist becausstdtes that human beings are

both nature and spirit, and so alienation is aatsbetween nature and the spirit for him.

Feuerbach proclaims that human beings alienatestless by religion and God. Religion
and God (love of God) are the alienation of humeimds. Moreover, human beings’ need
for love inverts itself into love of God. Becauseé is universal and I-You love manifests
itself via religion. The main aim of Feuerbach heréo return the love of God to the love
of humanity that is called humanism. As Brazilltsthin The Young Hegelians‘He

wanted the spirit to return to man” (148). Beca® is self-alienation of human beings.

Thus, Feuerbach replaces Hegel’s idealism withrahsm.

According to Feuerbach’s philosophy, will, love atmhsciousness are three basic human
aspects that are the ways for the improvement ofamubeings. Moreover, the unification

and effective use of these aspects discouragemtbe from prevailing.

11.1.2.2-K.Marx

Marx’s philosophy was affected by Hegel's dialeaitd Feuerbach’s criticism of

Hegel. Feuerbach’s materialistic criticism influedcMarx but he criticizes Feuerbach’s
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theory because Feuerbach gives importance toaerligieuerbach’s putting human-beings
into subject position and God to the state of aliem of human-beings appeals to him,
however. Because Feuerbach shifts the subject &tostract to concrete (from God/Spirit
to human beings). In addition to Feuerbach, * tlylo his [Hegel’s] influence on Marx,

Hegel's thought has changed the course of nindteamd twentieth century...” The two

precursors’ (Hegel and Feuerbach’s) philosophieslleige each other. While Hegel
suggests the term of alienation as a path to wmitienticity) and wholeness of Geist via
human beings’ labour, Feuerbach says that religioth God is the alienation of human
beings by shifting the subject from God to humamd¢pe Marx takes Hegel's labour and
Feuerbach’s human being as the subject into comgide and creates his criticism by

adding capitalist economy to them.

Marx in The Holy Family(1845) andThe German ldeology1846) presents the key
concepts of his philosophy: alienation, labour dndsion of labour. According to Marx,

Hegel's philosophy itself is an alienation of man.

Hegel sets out from the estrangement of Substamd@gic, from the Infinite, the
abstractly universal) - from the absolute and fiedxstraction; which means, put

popularly, that he rests out from religion and thgg.( Marx 108)

Marx appreciates Hegel for putting labor in focklge where Hegel says spirit objectifies
itself through human-beings activities but he alaticizes Hegel for Hegel’s returning to
spirit after objectification. Labor is an importdeey term for Marx because he thinks that
labor is the way human beings actualize themselWsik creates and shows human
beings’ essence and aspects. According to MarxKk vemclares social and material
characteristics of human beings. Marx The German Ideologyroclaims that “they
[human beings] themselves begin to distinguish gewes from animals as soon as they
begin to produce their means of subsistence, aveitégh is conditioned by their physical

organization.”(Marx 150)
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But when human beings are deprived of their cordrothe process of their production,
they are alienated from their work. This kind ofemhtion takes place in capitalist
economies; this is an inescapable characteristighafr under the rule of capitalism. There
are four kinds of alienation in Marx’s philosophgfienation from the means of work,
workers’ alienation from their production, workembenation from themselves and as a

result of these three alienations, workers’ aliemafrom the society and nature.

With the introduction of machines to the productidhe role of human beings in
production process decreased from producers tonadrse They were just observers or
mechanics who checked if the machine worked prgp8d the skillful human beings were
made to either specialize in just one field by oarng their capacities to just one spot or
work in ordinary works such as observing machimeg tid not require any skill, humane
activity to actualize themselves. Therefore, woskieegan to alienate from the process of

production and this lead to alienation, workerg@tion from their production.

Workers were deprived of their control over theduction process and they made to
produce whatever they were told. Workers sometipreduced something which they had
no idea about what it was or they never touchedeMiiuman beings produce something,
they want to know every detail of their productibecause the product is a reflection of
their nature and essence. If they are deprivetlisfriecessity, they become alienated from

their production.

Moreover, alienation from the production procesd #re product bring about a sense of
alienation of worker from himself/herself. Thistie moment an individual feels a sense of
nonsense and nothingness. Because the actualizatitruman being requires his/her
conscious production every step of which he/shérots The bourgeoisie make workers to
produce whatever they (the bourgeoisie) want angelier they wish by neglecting any
interference of working class. Therefore, the wogkclass becomes alienated from means
of work, the production and themselves, which le@adanother alienation: alienation from

nature and society.
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The production means and the product are the sa®atities in a community. Human
beings objectify their labor so as to contributehe life of community. Each contribution
like a snowflake represents that worker’s identtyd each snowflake has a different
pattern that enriches the society like culturegrat. For Marx, a deprived worker cannot
contribute ether to himself/herself or the otheesduse he/she is alienated. That is why
alienation is a negative term for Marx. To overcoalienation, according to Marx, the
capitalist system should be destroyed and so weitan be freed from the alienation. Then
a social revolution is required to build a soctadigstem that will lead to a communist rule.
For Marx, all problems of workers (alienation, dladivision, private property) will be
solved under the rule of communism.
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[1.1.3- ALIENATION IN EXISTENTIALISM

Existentialism is a philosophical moved which enegrfrom the nineteenth century
and gained more attention at the second part ohttete century especially after the
Second World War. Soloman says,"Existentialismbéest thought of as a movement, a
‘sensibility’ that can be traced throughout thetdmg of Western philosophy.”(Soloman 4)
Although there are many existentialists, they slsame common aspects that gather them
under the same umbrella. One of them is human tondtxistentialism is a philosophical

movement that deals with human condition, the mnabbf life as a human being.

The message of existentialism, unlike that of maryre obscure and academic
philosophical movements, is about as simple aseatt is that every one of us, as
an individual, is responsible for what we do, respble for who we are,
responsible for the way we face and deal with tbddy responsible, ultimately, for
the way the world is. It is, in a very short phratdee philosophy of “no excuses!”
Life may be difficult; circumstances may be impbgsi There may be obstacles,
not least of which are our own personalities, cti@ra, emotions, and limited

means or intelligence. But, nevertheless, we agamsible. (Soloman 1)

In addition to the human condition, all existensid share the belief that existentialism is
the denial of all-encompassing systems in which dwrbeings shelter to get the given

meaning of life as in religion.

The themes of existentialism are existence preceslemnce, anxiety (the sense of anguish),

absurdity, nothingness, death and alienation cargément.

Soren Kierkegaard, Frederich Nietzsche, J.Paur&sartd Albert Camus are regarded as

the forerunners of the existentialist movement.
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11.1.3.1-S. Kierkegaard

The first forerunner of the existentialist moveméntSoren Kierkegaard. Hegel
influenced him, and Kierkegaard’'s philosophy is @sponse to Hegel's dialectic.
Kierkegaard especially attacked the Hegelian notioat “in the modern world the
individual can find reconciliation and alienatios bvercome” but in modern age
“individuals are estranged from the world.”(Sages) Hegel's Universalist view of human
beings is objected by Kierkegaard and he prefensmdimidualistic view. For Kierkegaard
“...one is able to make sense of one’s life as whmiy through personal conduct and
relationship with others which manifests the vigti@Honderich 260PDespite his stress on
the personal conduct, Kierkegaard agrees with HagelMarx on the fact that “the self is
necessarily engaged in the world and the otheBayérs 6)They share the idea that if an
individual is left alone and disconnected from tbeciety, he/she cannot overcome
alienation and get authenticity. Therefore socistyjecessary for human beings because
“authenticity is a mode of being-in-the-world ameting with others.”(ibid)As stated
above, according to Kierkegaard the individual noagrcome the alienation by getting
authenticity via his/her conduct with the othergviirtheless, they reject the possibility of
an individual’'s overcoming alienation through sbaiales. “..., both Kierkegaard and
Heidegger reject the Hegelian view that the wayfind or realize ourselves is in and
through our social roles. On the contrary, we témdose ourselves in them.”(ibid)As a
result of this statement, alienation, for existaligts, is not inescapable but there is a dim

light of the hope for authenticity.

This is not to say alienation is inescapable. Anticgyis possible, but is an
individual rather than a historical achievement. firel myself and be authentic, |
must stand back. | must detach myself from they'thiegom my social existence,
and make contact with my authentic individual selbwever, this is not our natural
or normal way of being and it is complacent to éedi that mere social change is

going to bring it about. On the contrary, for Hajder, as for Kierkegaard, the
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‘present age’, the era of mess society, has onlyenthe situation worse.”(Sayers
7)

Although Kierkegaard and Heidegger believe in thengulsory existence of society and
social life, they do not confirm that individualsocial roles will help them overcome
alienation and get authenticity. According to Kieglkard, authenticity can only be

achieved with Christianity as he state€ioncluding Unscientific Postscript

If someone were to say plainly and innocently tietvas worried for himself, that
as far he was concerned it might not be quite righthim to call himself a
Christian, he would not exactly suffer persecut@nbe put to death. But angry
glances would come his way and people would sagwHresome to make such a
fuss about nothing; why can’t he behave like thst of us who are all Christians?
... And should he happen to be married, his wife ldosay to him, ‘Dearest
husband, how can you get such notions into youdhéaen’t you a Christian? ...
You aren’t a Jew, or a Mohammedan; so what canbgsu After all, a thousand
years have gone since paganism was replaced, sow iou are no pagan. Don't
you attend to your duties at the office as a gawd servant should; aren’t you a
good subject of a Christian nation, a Lutheran §ifam state? Then you must be a
Christian.’ (44-45)

Religious rituals are carried out willingly and timglividual feels inner relief during these
rituals but social roles are given and the doeeroftioes his/her social role reluctantly,
which keeps the individual far from the authenyiciThus, existentialists do not believe
that fulfilling social duties will lead to the engamce of selfhood. On the contrary, self-

creation via will and choice can bring authenti@tout in an individual’s life.
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In short, unlike Hegel and Marx who prescribe theges for alienation (for Hegel
reconciliation is possible and for Marx, socialismd then communism are the remedy of
the alienation), existentialists define no solutibrstead, they see the possibility of a way
out of alienation, authenticity that is not easyatwomplish. While Heidegger proclaims
that “normal social life is no guarantee of auttiety”, “Kierkegaard identifies authentic
selfhood with true Christianity.”(ibid)

11.1.3.2-F. Nietzsche

Although Nietzsche is sometimes regarded as aidgtahe encourages the
existentialist freedom. But his notion of freedoiiffedls from the other existentialists’ in
that he advocates for free-will which he perceiassa kind of shaping the pattern of
‘given’ freedom ‘‘amor fati” that is “the love of fate.”(Soloman 31)For Nietzsche,
human beings are born with their limited capacitg a/hat they should do is to manage to
become who they are and use their capacity to aehigs. Nihilism is a necessary step for

Nietzsche to reach the end, the ‘self’.

Nihilism “might be summarized, in his [Nietzschg’'phrase, as ‘the highest values
devaluing themselves.” Among these values are,tretlgion, and morality.’(27) Despite

the fact that he is not a nihilist, he applieshis term to demonstrate “the values we hold
are themselves nihilistic, self-undermining.”(ipi@iherefore, he uses nihilism as a means
to reach the self, an individual who is born tcaloel he uses it to revalue the devalued. The
nihilistic life style and its exhaustive resultstpburden on the individuals’ shoulders, and

estranged individual becomes much more alienated.

For Nietzsche, the way out of alienation is neitiesiven nor classless society. It is just the

acceptance of the world as it is and acceptancos at we are.

Another aspect of Nietzsche’s philosophy is perspem. According to Nietzsche, a
universal and objective knowledge is impossibleabee the knowledge of everything is a
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subjective acquirement that is gained through gestilze perspective so the availability of

scientific facts is impossible, too.

11.1.3.3-J.Paul Sartre

Sartre himself was an outsider. In Méordshe describes a child’s isolated life,
which can be regarded as an autobiography becausa$one of few Protestant in a large
Catholic France when he was a child. However, hipophy gets a shape via his novel,
Nauseathat is about a bachelor’s life and his anguidie Bachelor, in the end, achieves a
solution to his meaningless life: “The answer, discovers, is that there is no reason for
anything to exist at all(Thody and Read )8 For Sartre, the meaninglessness and
reasonlessness of life derives from “the fact ttimtre is no God to provide an ultimate
justification for the world...”(ibid) So he invents the term of existentialismrt@adefines
existentialism as “the attempt to draw all the dosions from a position of total
atheism.”(25)

According to Sartre, the death of God leads tdfdlcethat human beings have an agitating
freedom. On the other hand, human beings are rtbeisame category with animals in the
means of determinism owing to freedom. Animals taract whatever and however their
essence requires. Human beings are free to makeeshand accept the result of these
choices, however. That is why “in human-being, andhuman-being alone, existence

precedes essence. We are... free before we are aggise.”(32)

Human-beings have an inescapable consciousnesy. Kitwev they shape their life by
making choices and they can evaluate each choidaMliyg its results into consideration
and behave in accordance. Therefore, the mind e®@mtrol not the body or emotions. For

Sartre, emotions are just the relationship betweie and body.

For Sartre, human body is ‘In itself’ while humaonsciousness is ‘For itself. ‘In itself’
has a totality and it represent the world of nomlj objects. It never makes contacts with

anything else. On the other hand, ‘For itself’ &xisnd manifests itself via its relation with
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the others. In addition, human being is the contimnaof both ‘For itself’ and ‘In itself.
Inescapable consciousness, for Sartre, preventarmib@ings from being what they really
are. “Because of the awareness which we always lavourselves, we can never be
completely ourselves. We, therefore, play at bemogselves, which is one way —and
dishonest or ‘inauthentic’ way — of dealing withoplems.” (Thody and Read §Human-
beings’ inauthenticity and theyness( like a hend) imescapable so they are always in a
situation of alienated from themselves. Sartrets térm of alienation is not like Marx’s
Notion, it rather has a positive meaning. Becawsegbaware of something is the first step
to overcome it even if it seems impossible.

11.1.3.4-Albert Camus

“For Camus and Sartre, life is alienating, abswé; inhabit an irrational world as
exiles, separated from meaning, denied truth aatégned by God”’(Bloom 162) which
leads to absurdity. For Camus, the term absurdisytivo levels: the Notion and feeling of
absurd. The Notion of absurd is embedded in thinfpef absurd. Great literal works are
signs of the feeling of absurd. In addition, hisrke) The Myth of Sisyphuand The
Strangerare examples of this categorization of absurdityboth of his works, he utters

absurdity via either notion or feeling.

When M. Seeman’s definitions of alienation taketo iconsideration, it is clear that Camus
portrays his character with isolation: “The outsiche wants to portray is precisely one of
those terrible innocents who sock society by naepting the rules of its game”(Bloom
161) According to the definition of the term of isolati the individual protests the rules
and values of the society, which is called rebellio

Rebellion is one of the three means of waging a wagainst absurdity in Camus’s
philosophy. The other means are suicide and hopiowever, Camus perceives rebellion
as the only way that has possibility of leading otibsurdity, if possible. Nevertheless,

the notion of rebellion in Camus is different frahe normal usage of the term. According
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to Camus, creating is the basic of rebellion. Idigoh, the meaningful creation is art itself.

For Camus, novel is the most appropriate meansrofeying rebellion through art.

..., the very fact that M. Camus delivers his messadbke form of a novel reveals
a proud humility. This is not resignation, but thebellious recognition of the
limitations of human thought. It is true that hé febliged to make a philosophical

translation of his fictional message. (Bloom 164)

So novels lighten the burden of isolation on theustters of individuals by opening a path

to the world in which individuals can live despike absurdity of life.
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[1.1.4-THE FIVE-FOLD CLASSIFICATION OF ALIENATION B Y MELVIN
SEEMAN

In addition to philosophers, Melvin Seeman, a dogist, shows great efforts to
clarify the term alienation. He classifies aliepatiinto five categories: powerlessness,
meaninglessness, normlessness, isolation and edfigement. Powerlessness “can be
conceived as the expectancy probability held byiridevidual that his own behavior cannot
determine the occurrence of the outcomes or raafoent, he seeks.”(Seeman 783-791)
Furthermore, it is a conflict between internal anexternal *“control of
reinforcement.”(ibid) The second type of alienatias meaninglessness. When the
individual cannot make up his/her mind about soimeth(beliefs, choices etc.) he/she
should because of the uncertainties about the ebpimeaningless arises. “One might
operationalize this aspect of alienation by focgsipon the fact that it is characterized by a
low expectancy that satisfactory predictions abfottire outcomes of behavior can be
made. (786) Normlessness (or as some call it anomiep iachieve a socially accepted
goals via socially unaccepted means. It is “a hepectancy that socially unapproved
behaviors are required to achieve given goals.8fT&e next alienation is isolation that is
an intellectual rebellion that challenges the rudesl basics of a society's life. “The
alienated in the isolation sense are those whe, thlieir intellectual, assign low reward

value to goals of believes that are typically hygbdlued in the given society.” (ibid)

However, the individual alienated in the meanssoidtion still keeps social adjustment.
The last type of alienation is self-estrangemenis [‘a mode of experience in which the
person experiences himself as an alien. He hasni®cone might say, estranged from
himself.”(qtd. in Seeman 789As Melvin Seeman indicates, a worker’s labordalary and

an actor’s performance for his influence on thewclcalienate them from themselves

because they ignore their instinct need and desires
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[1.2--ALIENATION AND LANGUAGE

Alienation is an inseparable aspect of postcolditexature. Two characteristics of
postcolonialism, dislocation and cultural denigrati require the existence of alienation

throughout its emergence.

Dislocation, according to the authorskdy Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies “a term
for both the occasion of displacement that occara eesult of imperial occupation and the
experiences associated with this evermsKcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin 73 Both the invaders
and the indigenous people subject to the exploitaBuffer from dislocation. Because
Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffinproclaim this inThe Empire Writes Bads

The dialectic of place and displacement is alwafesature of post-colonial societies
whether these have been created by a process tdnsait, intervention, or a
mixture of the two. Beyond their historical and touhl differences, place,
displacement, and a pervasive concern with the sngthdentity and authenticity

are a feature common to all post-colonial literasun english.( 9)

Moreover, in the same book they says, “a valid aaiive sense of self may have been
eroded by dislocation, resulting from migration,e trexperience of enslavement,

transportation, or ‘voluntary removal’ for indengdrlabour.”(9)

The other aspect of postcolonial literature thaggers alienation is cultural denigration.
According to the authors dthe Empire Writes BagkKit [a valid and active sense of self]
may have been destroyed by cultural denigrationctimescious or unconscious oppression
of the indigenous personality and culture by a sspgly superior racial or cultural

model’(9), which, as a result, leads to the semsdienation.
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The alienation in language, for the writersTdfe Empire Writes Backs “obviously the
case in which a pre-colonial culture is suppredsednilitary conquest or enslavement.”
(Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin 10) The suppressiof the colonizers over the language of
the indigenous people opens an area for the larguwhgcolonizers to flourish. The
colonizers encourages the indigenous to write gredhls in the language of the Centre.
Moreover, as it is stated above, the colonizerspedara ban on the usage of the language of
the indigenous by the means of military. This dispiment of language in colonies worsens
the degree of alienation felt by the indigenouse @henation in language is a serious case
for the colonizers, too. Ashcroft, Griffiths andffin proclaim the inadequacy of colonizers’
language for the colonized Trhe Empire Writes Backs

Such alienation is shared by those whose possessidnglish is indisputably
‘native’ (in the sense of being possessed fronhpiet who begin to feel alienated
within its practice once its vocabulary, categqriemd codes are felt to be
inadequate or inappropriate to describe the fatima,physical and geographical

conditions, or the cultural practices they havesaligyed in a new land.( 10)

Therefore, English fell short of the utterings aithp the indigenous whose language was
under ban and the colonizers whose English wasmsate for the fauna and geographical
conditions of the colonies. So a new version oflBhg-it is written without capital letter-,
english, emerged. The rise of english was a resulthe inadequacy of English (the

authentic language of the Empire).
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CONCLUSION

Alienation has been the prevailing aspect of hunid@ psychologically,
sociologically, philosophically and economicallyhd study of illuminating the term of
alienation has been a focal concern for philosaphed scientists to understand and rotate

adventurous life of human beings.

The dismissing of Eva and Adam can be consideradahubeings’ first experience of
alienation or Plato’s cave may be the first illaon of that feeling. In addition to these
theses, philosophers like Fichte, Hegel, Feuerbisianx, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, J. Paul
Sartre, Albert Camus and sociologist Melvin Seemgoply us with different perspectives

on the term of alienation.

Fichte develops his philosophy on Kant's thoughtgchte’s philosophy deals with

alienation via his triads: thesis, antithesis ayntlsesis. Each stage of this triad pushes the
individual into the feeling of alienation. Thesigeates its antithesis, and antithesis unites
with thesis to constitute a synthesis. The synghasses out of thesis and antithesis but it is

transcendentally above the both.

The other philosopher that sheds lights on the t@radienation through his philosophy is
Hegel. Hegel's Dialectic consists of three partsnstiousness, self-consciousness and
reason. In the first stage (consciousness), thié kpows itself as something different from
the object. In self-consciousness, it returnsdelftwith a finite consciousness. Reason, the
last stage, shows spirit's awareness of naturehastdry as the demonstration of infinite
spirit. The spirit or mind carries out these stdpsugh externalization and estrangement.
In Hegel's philosophy, alienation is not an ultimaaim but a means of actualization.
Therefore, the human beings’ going through theagest gives them a change to become

themselves in the end.

A contemplative materialist, Feuerbach proclainmet thuman beings are not alienation of

God but God is alienation of human beings. The rieetbve leads human beings to create
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God and religion. The aim of Feuerbach’s philosophy return the love of God to human

beings back. According to Feuerbach, this (humanithput an end to alienation.

The other materialist philosopher who deals witkradtion is Marx. For Marx, the reason
behind human-beings alienation is the deterioratibrthe relationship between workers
and their production stemming from capitalistic momies. He classifies alienation into
four types: workers alienation from the means dafdpiction, workers alienation from
production, workers alienation from themselves awatkers alienation from society.

According to Marx, socialism (and then communissihie only solution to alienation.

The existentialists deal with human condition amelytdeny all-encompassing systems (like
religion) that give ready answers to human beiggestions. In addition, they believe that
existence precedes essence. Kierkegaard, Nietz3claul Sartre and Albert Camus are
the leading existentialists. Although they havefeddnt perspectives on alienation of
human-beings in a chaotic world, they do not percalienation as a negative process. For

them, alienation is an effort to give meaning ts tthaos.

The author of “On the Meaning of Alienation”, MelviSeeman classifies alienation into
five categories. Powerlessness is individual's ldlgg to control and lead events and his
life. Meaninglessness is individual's uncertainbpat himself/herself or suspense between
two or more choices. Normlessness is to gain s@gals via socially unaccepted means.
Isolation is to devalue what the society gives galu It is an intellectual rebellion against
a society and its norms. Self-estrangement is afividual's estrangement from

himself/herself.

All these philosophers have contributed to theifotation of the term of alienation via

their philosophies.
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[1.1-JHUMPA LAHIRI

Born in 1967 in London and raised in Rhode Islaitdympa Lahiri is an Indian-
American author who won the 2000 Pulitzer Prizefiiion, Interpreter of Maladiesshort

story collection.

At an early age, she tasted the feelings of beislpahted, and experienced the feeling of
being one of the diaspora: torn into two identities

When | was growing up in Rhode Island in the 19¥@slt neither Indian nor
American. Like many immigrant offspring | felt imtee pressure to be two things,
loyal to the old world and fluent in the new, apprd of on either side of the
hyphen. Looking back, | see that this was genethycase. But my perception as a
young girl was that | fell short at both ends, dng between two dimensions that
had nothing to do with one another. (Atwan103-104)

When Lahiri was two years old, her parents who wadkan immigrants moved to the
USA. She experienced the duality and ambivalencdefimmigrant life of Indians more
clearly. This kind of meaninglessness is stres4adspite of the first lesson of arithmetic,
one plus one did not equal two but zero, my cotfigcselves always concealing each other
out.”(Atwan 104) As she underlines, it is meanisgleess because she could not make a
choice between the two identities, which is an ermus motive for her postcolonial

writings.

She was an Indian at home but when she steppedf die threshold of the family zone,
she had to conceal her Indian identity. “At homéollowed the customs of parents,
speaking Bengali and eating rice and dal with mgédrs. These ordinary facts seemed part

of a secret utterly alien way of life, and | tookips to hide them from my American
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friends.”(Atwan 104) Her experiences of the eamyes have been her motives to write
about the alienation in the lives of the diaspéter fiction draws pictures, which contains
her experiences and dreams of her homeland, 1Adi&alman Rushdie states this is true

for nearly most of the postcolonial writes who diglocated.

It may be that writer in my position, exiles or gmnants or expatriates, one haunted
by some sense of loss, some urge to reclaim, toback, event at the risk of being
mutated into pillars of salt. But if we do look Baave must also do so in the
knowledge- which gives rise to profound uncertamtihat our physical alienation
from India almost inevitably means that we will no¢ capable of reclaiming
precisely the thing that was lost; that we will, short, create fictions, not actual
cities or villages, but invisible ones, imaginargnielands, Indias of the mind.
(Rushdie 10)

Although Lahiri’s parents were encouraging for teebe more Indian then American in the
USA, the hegemonic elements of the American culiveee more effective. “I also entered
a world my parents had little knowledge or contfil school, book, music, television,
things that seeped in and because a fundamentdtasfpvho | am.”(Atwan 104)

Jhumpa Lahiri had written four books so faterpreter of Maladiess her first short story
collection which was on the shelves in 1999. Heosd short story bookJnaccustomed
Earth, was released in 2008.he Namesakder first novel, was published in 2003 and her

second novelThe Lowlandjn 2013.

In fact, Jhumpa Lahiri’'s both short story books dmet novels reflect her diasporic

experiences as a postmodern migrant living in tls\UTherefore, her characters derive
mostly from the real people around her either in est or present. What she does is to
combine the India she has created in her dreantsheit experiences she has lived as an

immigrant who looks forward to embracing her rodte re-embracing of roots requires a
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philosophical journey because of the immigrant eepees of powerlessness and
meaninglessness, i.e. alienation. She utters, ‘Dmtcy is my motherland. | always find
myself in exile in whichever country | travel tohdt's why | was always tempted to write

something about those living their lives in exi{@dwaid)
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1-2-SUMMARY OF THE NAMESAKE

The novel opens with the scene in which Ashimaregpant woman from Calcuta-
India, tries to cook an Indian meal that dissasfther. She lives in a small and cold
apartment and she is alone despite her pregnartighws an abnormal situation for the

Indians.

She is married to Ashoke Ganguli, who is an engingestudent at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. Their families arrangeditimarriage and she moved to the USA

to live with her husband.

She successfully bore a boy. The baby is named Hiteolai Gogol, famous Russian
author. Ashoke choses Gogol as the pet name fonéléorn baby. Because Bengali
culture requires a baby to have two names; a peera be called by family and a good
name to be called in the society. While Gangulipgtes are about to leave the hospital, they
are asked to write a legal name for the baby. Tdemnot give a legal name to the baby
because in Bengali culture only an elder can givgoad name to a newborn baby.
Therefore, they prefer waiting for a name by Ashgmaother from India. They just write
Gogol on the birth certificate as an official nafoe their boy with a hope that they will

change later with a good name.

The reason of Ashoke’s chosing Gogol as a pet rfamigis baby is that he is indebted to
The Overcoat-a short story by Gogol- because in a train actitiee book saved his life.
While he was reading the book, an accident happanddilmost all the bones of his body
were broken. Therefore, he could not shout for feiponly raise a page that aroused the

attention of the medics searching for survivors.

Gogol has no problem with his name until he enralisndergarten. Although Ashima and
Ashoke enroll him as Nikhil, Gogol does not respamiden he is called by this name.
Therefore, the manager enrolls him as Gogol. Maggowhen he is fourteen years old, he

and his social environment at school realize trmilerity of his name. Therefore, he hates
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his name and accuses his parents for this labelwdre of the fact that Gogol saved his

father’s life, he changes his name into Nikhil vefbe starts the college life.

An Indian Gogol shifts into an American Nikhil. Tieeange in his name affects all his life
style. Nikhil gives him an American way of life #dom that does not exist and is not
accepted in Bengali culture. Under the name of Nikle smokes, uses drugs and loses his
virginity with a girl he does not know. An Americaikhil is the negation of an Indian
Gogol.

His immersion in American way of life gets peak lwihis meeting Maxine, an only

daughter of a wealthy American couple. Gogol mdedser house where she lives with her
parents a comfortable and free life. When Gogaloshices Maxine to his family, his

parents do not approve her manners and they hapéhik relationship will be a temporary
one.

After the meeting his parents with Maxine, Gogoégdo the countryside where Maxine’s
family owns a cottage and lives there in the sumsmender the name of Nikhil, Gogol

experiences insults about his Indian origin. Thenperceives the news of his father’s
death. Ashoke dies of a hearth attach while giarsgminar away from Ashima. He goes to
Ohio to bring his father’s belongings and ashesfddés something inside him re-activated
and he feels sorry for not behaving his father priyp His father’'s unexpected death wakes
him up from the American lifestyle and there ocaugap between him and Maxine, which

ends in their separation. Therefore, he visitarther and sister, Sonia, regularly.

Ashima offers him to meet Moushumi, an Indian arjgvhom Gogol met at a party when
they were young. Although Gogol accepts his mogheffer reluctantly, he likes her when
they meet. They get married but their marriage doaslast for a long time because
Moushumi is very bound to her freedom and she dwmtdike being tied to a person. In
addition to her feelings, her disloyalty ends theiarriage and they get divorced.
Meanwhile Sonia is arranging to marry Ben who ialffdewish, half Chinese” and “an
editor atGlobé€'.(Lahiri 270) Moreover, Ashima sells her house gtahs to spend half the

year with her relations in India.
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In the end of the novel, we see that Gogol isalagain. Two different conclusions can be
drawn from his situation in the end of the novelth& he manages to embrace both his
past and present life in a more mature way andhees a total or he is different from both

Gogol and Nikhil.
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[11.3-ALIENATION IN THE NAMESAKE BY JHUMPA LAHIRI

[11.3.1-ALIENATION THROUGH TRIAD OF FICHTE IN  THE NAMESAKE

Human life has a vortex flow that develops transemtally and keeps changing
through its adventurous voyage. This flow is bdsntified by Fichte via his triad, which
states that a being/ an idea starts with the pmuati@n of the thesis. Furthermore, the
declaration requires the opposite of the thess antithesis. The crisis between thesis and
antithesis is tension that creates the most seit@l sometimes destructive) elements for
improvement in human life. The outcome of this tensis synthesis that is the
embracement of both thesis and antithesis but wikiciso different from the both when
each one is taken into consideration separatebht®s triad is the formulation of this

vortex flow as Gogol’s life has been pictured bymipa Lahiri inThe Namesake.

Gogol is the first child of Ganguli couple who amemigrants from Bengali, India. The
naming of Gogol, his ambivalence towards his celtdnis struggle for acceptance by his
American friends, his duality in social life(Indieand American), his choice of being an
American by depriving himself from his root and k@nfrontation with his reality are of
crucial importance and focal events as symptonBidfte’s triad in Jhumpa Lahiri'She
Namesake

As it has been stated, Fichte’s triad consisthide stages: thesis, antithesis and synthesis.
Each stage depends and develops on the previogs etastages, and contributes and
constitutes the following one i.e. thesis bringswhantithesis, and antithesis leads to the
mixture of both thesis and antithesis that result new entity. This occurrence, despite its
roots with thesis and antithesis, is transcendigraahew idea of entity. Jane Kneller states
this proclamation irFFichte Studies“Life is something composed of synthesis, thesid
antithesis and yet none of three.”(Kneller 6) Tiame | will shed light on Gogol's life
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adventure and separate his life into three partdudy his adventurous life and the feeling

of alienation in each part of the flow.

[11.3.1.1-Thesis: Gogol, a Bengali Immigrant Couplés son in the Cambridge

The emergence of thesis in an individual’s lifespgamough social interaction takes
place when the individual proclaims himself/herses an “I". Therefore, Gogol's

involvement in social life brings about his “I” atige first stage of triad, thesis, starts.

The thesis of Gogol as a self consists of many efgsnthat are characteristics of
postcolonial life of an immigrant couple’s childilchien. | will delve into the Gogol’s life

and list the aspects that have constituted hisopaliy, i.e. his thesis but before that,
Ashima and Ashoke’s life as the diaspora will hedsged briefly because their experiences

contributes to Gogol’s life as a result of beingpa of a diasporic couple.

Ashoke, “a doctoral candidate in electrical engimee at” Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, and Ashima are descendants of the Bewba are strictly bound up with
their customs and relatives. (Lahiri 2) Being &avay from their roots and the suitable
place to fulfill Bengali customs, they experiendspthcement, psychological and social
alienation. The Ganguli couple’s life in the USAepents them to carry out the same tasks
as their parents do stemming from the lack of emwitent that creates an appropriate
atmosphere, a result of displacemedkford Dictionary of Englishdefines the term of
displacement as “the enforced departure of peapla their homes, typically because of
war, persecution, or natural disaster.” The serfsaob being at home where they are
accustomed to carry their rituals easily createglaa to take precautions against the total
degeneration of their values. Being under the &ffeé American’s cultural hegemony,
they especially stress and carry out some Bengaioms to prevent the degree of
degeneration on the following generation, whicloaenstructs Gogol's early personality.

The early construction of Gogol’s personality citngs his thesis that consists of mainly
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Bengali values. The cornerstone of this constracisothe process of naming and how it

affects Gogol’s life.

In Bengali culture, a newborn baby should be gitx@a names: a pet name and a good

name. Pet names are used by people such as relaétrgeen whom intimacy emerges.

..., there are always pet names to tide one overactipe of Bengali nomenclature
grants, to every single person, two names. In Beriba word for pet name
is daknammeaning, literally, the name by which one is ajllby friends, family,
and other intimates, at home and in other privatguarded moments. (Lahiri 25-26)

On the other hand, good names are used for sat@aWwhere the level of intimacy

decreases.

Every pet name is paired with a good nantghatonamfor identification in the

outside world. Consequently, good names appearneel@es, on diplomas, in
telephone directories, and in all other public plac(For this reason, letters from
Ashima's mother say "Ashima" on the outside, "Mooun"the inside.) Good names

tend to represent dignified and enlightened qeali(Lahiri 26)

Moreover, a good name can only be given by an efdanber of the family. Therefore, the
Ganguli couple does not offer any name when thieefin the hospital asks for a name to
write on the birth certificate. They explain themag process in Bengali culture and ask
the officer to wait for an advice from the grandh®tin India. Nevertheless, they have to
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tell a name and the first name occurs to Ashokeagol. They hope they will change this

name when they receive a name from the grandmother.

Gogol is the surname of Nikolai Vasilievich Gogtd, Ukrainian-born Russian dramatist,
novelist and short story writer.”(gtd. in Wikipeglidhis name has a special meaning for
Ashoke because in the train accident in India, “Theercoat” by Nikolai V. Gogol has
saved his life. Although the name of Gogol remimii® the terrible condition he went
through, his leaving India, being married to Ashiamal moving to the USA are also results
of that train accident. Thus, the name has a pesitieaning for him and he is indebted to
the author of the short story. Despite Ashoke’sitp@sapproach to the name, the name
haunts Gogol's life and makes him to hate everghimat this name represents in the
following years. However, he has a sympathetic @@ to his name until his enrollment

to the kindergarten.

There is a reason Gogol doesn't want to go to kgateen. His parents have told
him that at school, instead of being called Gobelwill be called by a new name, a
good name, which his parents have finally decidedjust in time for him to begin

his formal education. (Lahiri 56)

Ashoke realizes Gogol’s half-heartedness aboutggtorkindergarten and he ensures him
about that even if Gogol's name is changed, thdlyarmbrace him as always. He adds, “To
me and your mother, you will never be anyone bugdh&(Lahiri 57) In fact, this utterance

by Ashoke reveals the fact that Gogol is a labetiem that embraces Indian identity.

To the surprise of Ganguli couples, “At the endhisffirst day he is sent home with a letter
to his parents from Mrs. Lapidus, folded and stamupto a string around his neck,
explaining that due to their son’s preference hiélve known as Gogol at school.”(Lahiri

60) They have to accept what has been done andl®egomes the good name for their

child. With an encouragement from his family, Gofiotls his name and Indian way of life
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appealing at first. “Then one day the peculiarityis name becomes apparent.”(Lahiri 68)
Eleven years old and a student at sixth grade, Ggges to a field trip with his friends.
They visit a graveyard there and their teacher deksn to find their names on the
gravestones and draw the name on a piece of p@pegol examines many graves but he
does not manage to find his name on any. He reatize peculiarity of his name. He
notices the fact that his name is neither Indian American, it is Russian. Moreover,
whenever he is introduced to anybody he has tcaexhat he does not know the meaning

of it and it is not an Indian name.

For by now, he's come to hate questions pertaitingpis name, hates having
constantly to explain. He hates having to tell pedpat it doesn't mean anything
"in Indian." He hates having to wear a nametag iBnskveater at Model United
Nations Day at school. He even hates signing himenat the bottom of his
drawings in art class. He hates that his nametis &dlosurd and obscure, that it has
nothing to do with who he is, that it is neithedin nor American but of all things
Russian. He hates having to live with it, with & pame turned good name, day

after day, second after second. (Lahiri 75-76)

The name becomes an obstacle for him to attenddtial life of his peers. The degree of
hate towards the name becomes so serious thaatefoeverything under this name. This
disgust affects his identity in his family too. kenot willing to take part in Indian rituals
and Bengali family gatherings any more. What heengeerienced under the label of Gogol
disturbs him from then on.

Because of the obscurity of his name, Gogol “cammafine saying, ‘Hi, it's Gogol’ under
potentially romantic circumstances.”(Lahiri 76) Bhine does not manage to date with any
girl around. He has not made a romantic relatignghih any girl at high school. However,
this situation is normal for Ganguli family becaubkey did not do the same thing, either.

Meanwhile Gogol's grudge for this name becomes nser@us. One day he realizes that
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Gogol is not the Russian author’s first name. Isw& surname. Thus, he is the first and
only person with the name of Gogol in the world.addition, the more he learns about
Nikolai Gogol, the more he hates him. The reasdmnokhis estrangement and alienation is

Gogol and the precursor is Nikolai Gogol himself.

One Saturday, Gogol manages to break the wall mferttion his name constructs around
him. His family drives to Connecticut for the wealleso he is alone at home. Although he
is scheduled to take exams, he goes to a dorm wétyhis friends. He meets a girl names
Kim there and when Kim asks him for his name fa fihst time, he says Nikhil. Moreover

first time a girl likes his name and kisses himjehhis an impossible act for Gogol even to
imagine. His friends declare their amazement dverkisses. He wants to say it was Nikhil
not Gogol “but he doesn’t tell them that it hadh#en Gogol who'd kissed Kim. That

Gogol had nothing to do with it.”(Lahiri 96) Gogotalizes the fact that he is freer and

more comfortable with self-respect when he is dalNégnhil.

The daily life of displaced Indian people in the AJBecessitates laying emphasis
on some symbols of their culture to keep their idigralive. In addition to name and
naming, food is another aspect that contributesoth the existence of Bengali culture in
an imaginary homeland and the construction of Gegmdrsonality as a thesis, the first step
of the triad. The Ganguli couple uses food as absynfor resisting to the hegemonic
effects of American culture. Preparing and consigniood is not a materialistic thing, it
conveys and symbolizes the emotions of the diasgshima prepares an Indian dish in
her pregnancy days but the feeling of alienatioemsting from displacement and
estrangement symbolize itself through the foodtsies to cook. “Tasting from a cupped
palm, she frowns; as usual, there is somethingingséLahiri 1) Although she has
prepared the same meal many times in India, ibighe same one in the USA. The Indian
dish here is a reflection of her desperate neegléwe. Terry Eagleton utters, “If there is
one sure thing about food, it is that it is nevestjfood-it is endlessly interpretable
materialized emotion.”(Eagleton 204) This mateziedi emotion is one of the main
elements that constitute a family and a homely renmnent. Bengali families live with

their relatives and they get together as much asiple. They enliven and enrich their
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gatherings via food with different kinds of spicesccording to De Vault, family meals are
means of “producing home and family.”(79) Moreowshen a couple decides to divorce,
they do not have meals together anymore, whiclis@ & sign of the consolidative effects

of food in marriage and family.

Food is not just a cement aspect between two ofggsnder or family members; it can
also be a connective element between nations digibres. Irma Maini says, “Food is
clearly an important part of the culture that bindem despite barriers of nation,
nationhood and nationalism.”(161) It can be conetuthat through food Bengali families

reaffirm their identities.

Rice and fish are two important meals for JhumplairiLgo mirror her characters’ struggle
for reaffirmation of their identities. KrishnendwafR states the importance of rice and fish

for Bengali families:

Rice and fish become patrticularly potent symbol8enhgaliness precisely because
outsiders, be they other Indians or Americans,careidered unable to appreciate
them or incompetent in handling the bones. Ricefeshids considered a real insider
delicacy.... There is also a sense that you hakedp doing it — repeat the recipes
over and over and keep eating rice and fish inBlegali style. There is anxiety
that it will vanish if it is not repeatedly perfoeah.... Through repetition, rice and

fish become the quintessence of Bengaliness. (190-9

As it is stated in the abstract, rice has a vitdé 1in the life of Bengali people in both

annaprasan for six months babies and the ceremamthé death. Annaprasan is “the
ceremony for the first feeding of cooked rice. Tgect of this ceremony is to pray to the
gods with Vedic Mantras to bless the child with dabigestive powers, good thoughts and

talents.”(Kayal) When Gogol is six months old, Aimaprasan takes place.
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Gogol's feeding begins. It's all just a touch, stgee. No one expects the boy to eat
anything more than a grain of rice here, a drogaf there—it is all meant to
introduce him to a lifetime of consumption, a meal inaugurate the tens of

thousands of unremembered meals to come. (Lahiri 40

Gogol experiences ceremonies for the death basedcentwo times until his mother
decides to leave the USA and live in India. Thstfone is when his grandparents die. The
second one is his father's death ceremony. In thesemonies, the relatives of the dead
person are supposed to do without meat and fisheyTeat only rice and dal and
vegetables, plainly prepared.”(Lahiri 180) Thusydas not a sing of life and affirmation it
is also a sing of loss for Ganguli family. It isceystal-clear fact that these food-based

rituals contributed to the forming of Gogol’'s Befigdentity as well as name giving.

111.3.1.2.Antithesis: Nikhil, an American man

Through overwhelming psychological struggles, Gogetceives the fact that he
has the power of control to change or invert tlevflof his present life into another
direction. The immediate detail of his life thatoald be changed is his name that is the
source of amusement for his social environmentsamoice of shame for him. This is also
the choice of American way of life over the Indiame. The process of Gogol’'s becoming
Nikhil is necessary for the second stage of tregtas Jane Kneller states, “There has to be
a Not-I, in order that | can posit the | as I.”(Klee 7) Gogol becomes Nikhil and he
alienates himself from who he is as Gogol, and &égoiming Nikhil he can observe the |
under the label of Gogol. But becoming Nikhil ig 80 easy and it requires another process

full of troubles.

Owing to a loophole from the name Gogol with hisrids on a Saturday while his family
is out of the city for the weekend, Gogol discovigrat when he puts his name aside and

takes a new name such as Nikhil, his life invent® ia direction he wants to go to.
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However, at first the conventional life style oEtparents prevents him from going in the
direction he desires. He desires a name with whacbne will insult on him and which will

not raise inquiry of people about its origin. Sodeeides to change his name and shift from
Gogol to its opposite, Nikhil. The change of nam&ot just a change in the label but it is

the total change in his identity.

Plenty of people changed their names: actors, igritevolutionaries, transvestites.
In history class, Gogol has learned that Europeamigrants had their names
changed at Ellis Island, that slaves renamed theeseonce they were
emancipated. Though Gogol doesn't know it, everoldikGogol renamed himself,
simplifying his surname at the age of twenty-twonfr Gogol-Yanovsky to Gogol

upon publication in the Literary Gazette. (Lahir)9

He expresses his plan of changing his name toanengs but they go counter to his plan by
bringing forward his age and Nikolai Gogol's clevess. However, Gogol insists on
proclaiming “his mental instability” and “how hestarved himself to death.”(Lahiri 100)

He adds that Gogol is not a Bengali name and pedpleot take him serious because of

that name.

...;the only person who didn't take Gogol serioutig, only person who tormented

him, the only person chronically aware of and effid by the embarrassment of his
name, the only person who constantly question@ehdt wished it were otherwise,

was Gogol.(Lahiri 100)

He makes his mind and applies to Middlesex ProssateFamily Court to change his name.
When the judge asks him what the reason is behswaish to change his name, he at first
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says “personal reasons” but when the judge insisd specific answer he says, “I hate the
name Gogol” and he adds, “I have always hatedntfact, Gogol does not just hate the
name Gogol; he hates everything that constructsdeistity under the name Gogol. The
most contributing aspect is Bengaliness beyond daybt. Therefore, Gogol starts
constructing a new identity under the name Nikhd éeaves Bengali aspects gradually out.
He is nervous about his new name with undefinadsdirigs. “He wonders if this is how it
feels for an obese person to become thin, for soper to walk free.”(Lahiri 102) He
challenges one of Bengali’'s priorities. Bengali plecchoose to be students at engineering
departments (at Massachusetts Institute of Teclygdlout Nikhil attends an architecture
department (at Columbia University). He decidesual@olumbia because he does not want
to live with his family and attend family ritual®iamore. He moves to a new state to live
in a student dormitory with his peers. Gogol cdngts Nikhil, his antithesis, and estranges
himself from Gogol to give way to Nikhil's rise. Hg called Nikhil at university and he is
free from Gogol’s chains. Then his roommates askeifwants “to smoke a bowl.” He
thinks that attending his roommates for a drink msearosion on his Bengali identity but he

knows he has a new name with a new life in front.

Since everything else is suddenly so new, goingalnyew name doesn't feel so
terribly strange to Gogol. He lives in a new stéi@s a new telephone number. He
eats his meals off a tray in Commons, shares admathwith a floor full of people,
showers each morning in a stall. He sleeps in a bbesy which his mother had

insisted on making before she left. (Lahiri 104)

Gogol drinks, smokes and loses his virginity witlgid he does not know her name. He
creates an identity totally opposite of Gogol irgvmeans. He estranges himself from his
former identity, Gogol, and immerses into Amerieeay of life. He experiences everything
that Gogol stands apart. He is the negation of Bemeay of life. He can easily introduce

himself to people proudly and write his name onasisignments peacefully.
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After the disappearing of unsocial Gogol, the msesocial Nikhil emerges. During this
emergence, he meets a girl called Maxine, who semits American way of life. She is
rich, free and she can take her boyfriends to loeisé where her family lives. She has a
comfortable life without any restrictions. She seds in tagging Gogol like an oasis in a
desert. Gogol hits the top with her in American wadyife as Nikhil. While he is with
Maxine, he abandons all customs and beliefs thatng him of Bengaliness. Maxine’s
family never looks down on him but they encourage to immerse into that kind of life.
Nikhil spends his summer vocation with them on dowside far away from city and
disturbing effects of city life. Despite Gogol’'sstlirbing past, Nikhil manages to complete

constituting his American identity.

[11.3.1.3.Synthesis: Gogol and Nikhil, Above the Bth

A thesis creates its antithesis by constitutingppposite as Gogol creates Nikhil by
empowering Nikhil with what Gogol does not have. Gagol and Nikhil are two parts of
the same unity but it is not possible to bring blo¢h together despite the fact that they both
stem from the same being. Therefore, the two itlesatin the same beings lead to tension
and create crises. The tension between the twosoppadentities generates a synthesis as
Kneller says, “The highest presentation of the mmprehensible is synthesis—unity of the
un-unifible.”(Kneller 11) Thus, a synthesis is rmtsimple mixture of a thesis and an
antithesis but it is something more than the bo¢h &his does not mean that a synthesis is
something completely different from a thesis andaatithesis, however. As Jane Kneller
proclaims, “The synthesis is, or can be, thesis amdhesis.”(Kneller 9) The synthesis is
transcendentally more than the mixture of thestsamtithesis. Therefore, each stage of the
triad alienates the previous from the followingkNI is alienated from Gogol’s life sphere
and Gogol is alienated from himself by becomingh¥ikin the synthesis stage, the degree
of alienation decreases but the outcome is transceally above the both. This does not
mean that the process of estrangement is compMienever there is a chain reaction of

the triad, there is a process for alienation, too.
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In this section, | will shed light on the tensioatlween Gogol and Nikhil, and then | will

present the rise of the synthesis of Gogol and iNikh

Although Gogol has made his mind about changinghaise into Nikhil, he feels a sense

of sorrow even before the court starts.

"Gogol Ganguli," the clerk says, motioning for Gbgm approach the dais, and as
eager as he is to go through with it, he is awaith, a twinge of sadness, that this is
the last time in his life he will hear that naméestgd in an official context. In spite

of his parents' sanction he feels that he is ogppshg them, correcting a mistake
they've made. (Lahiri 101)

He is aware of the fact that this name is the thrstg his father has given to him. Although
both his father and mother have reluctantly corgarhis plan of name changing, he knows
that they feel a sense of departure from him bexausew name will bring about a new
identity as he plans. He lives a sense of dilemona fshort period in the court because of

his parents’ reluctance.

Another place where a tension occurs between GagwbINikhil is the time when he is at
university. His friends call him Nikhil but this sturbs him because he thinks that they
have no idea about Gogol and his past. Gogol wantive an American way of life as
Nikhil but it is not easy for him to ignore andesice his Bengali past. Feeling the sense of

duality, he suffers a pang of conscience.

There is only one complication: he doesn't feed IKikhil ... But after eighteen
years of Gogol, two months of Nikhil feel scantconsequential. At times he feels
as if he's cast himself in a play, acting the mdrtwins, indistinguishable to the

naked eye yet fundamentally different. (Lahiri 105)
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His conscience suffers from the sense of duality tbads to remorse. The most agitating
part of this duality is his parents’ reluctantlylicey him Nikhil, which he thinks estranges

him from his family. “Though he has asked his ptsdn do precisely this, the fact of it

troubles him, making him feel in that instant theg is not related to them, not their
child.”(Lahiri 106) This kind of flux and reflux ewtitutes tension between Gogol and
Nikhil.

One evening Gogol misses “his commuter rail conoecin Boston” and waits forty
minutes for the next train unaware of his fathevating at the station in Boston. (Lahiri
121) Meanwhile his father relives the horror he radhe train accidents in India. When
Gogol manages to reach Boston, Ashoke meets hintedlachim about his train accident in
India for the first time. Moreover, Ashoke addsttbaing to “The Overcoat” by Gogol he
survived. Gogol gets “feeling awkward, oddly ashdjret fault” when he learns that his
father feels indebted to Nikolai Gogol because isfdurvival from the accident. (Lahiri
130) “And suddenly the sound of his pet name, etteby his father as he has been
accustomed to hearing it all his life, means somgtlcompletely new, bound up with a

catastrophe he has unwittingly embodied for yefraliiri 130)

One of the first knock at Gogol’'s hearth from hslian identity is the time when he faces
an insult from a friend of Maxine’s parents becaofkis Indian roots despite being Nikhil
not Gogol. This insult demonstrates that even ifhlas changes his name and adapted
himself to the American way of life, he is still BEngali culture. While he is with Maxine
on the vocation, he takes the news of his fathess so the removal of the dust on his
Bengali identity completes when his father diesadfieart attack during a seminar. His
father's death makes him to face his previous ke. mourns in accordance to Bengali
culture: He shaves his hair and does not eat mehfish for ten days. He eats with his
mother and sister, Sonia. This eases their distoessat the same time reminds them
Ashoke’s compulsory loss. The death of Gogol’s datfastens the erosion on Gogol’s
American way of life, which ends in his leaving rfroMaxine, the symbol of Nikhil's
desired life. When she asks Gogol to come with“teeget away from all this”, he replies
in a rather cold manner, “I don’t want to get aw@yahiri 182) Gogol does not want to
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leave his family anymore. Although he is now foripmaNikhil, Gogol is the dominant

identity.

After his father’s death, his mother interests wg@ more than ever and Gogol’'s marriage
is one of her priorities. One day while speakinglmphone, she asks him if he is “willing
to call someone” (Lahiri 192) and if he is willinghe recommend him Moushumi
Mazoomder, “the daughter of friends of his parevit® lived for a while in Massachusetts
then moved to New Jersey when he was in high scioahiri 192) She lives in New
York at that moment and is a graduate student.nalsehad a disturbing experience when
her fiancée left her on the eve their marriage,ctwidoes not bother Gogol at all. After
several meetings, they decide to marry and theyymaecording to Bengali traditions.
During the ceremony, Gogol wears clothes of Bertgadiition but he hesitates because

He imagines his father wearing an outfit similahts own, a shawl draped over one
shoulder, as he used to during pujo. The ensenwliedrs looks silly on himself
would have looked dignified, elegant, befitting Fasher in a way he knows it does
not him.(Lahiri 221)

Even though Gogol tries to make connections withgast and his father’'s way of life, he
still observes the impossibility of such an atteng#cause, as it is implied in the previous
abstract, he cannot carry out traditional rituatsperly and intimately. He is neither Gogol,
a symbol for culturally raised immigrant child, ndikhil, a Bengali boy assimilated into
American way of life. Although Gogol is the dominaaentity then, Nikhil still affects his
life and his choices. In fact, his marriage to Muwsi is a symptom of Nikhil’s survival
deviously. He marries to Moushumi not because &emily is of Bengali culture but she is
semi-assimilated, like him, into modern life stgtethat county. Although this resemblance

sounds as an encouraging aspect for their unitthenfuture, Moushumi’s ignoring an
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ethical value, loyalty to family life, that charaadstics of all cultures puts an end to this

marriage.

The end of marriage is the climax of the tensionwben Gogol and Nikhil, which leads to
the rise of the synthesis of Gogol and Nikhil. As father tells him, “Try to remember it

always...Remember that you and | made this journiest we went together to a place
where there was nowhere left to go.”(Lahiri 187)g8Idfinishes his journey and there is no
place left for both Gogol and Nikhil to go. Theseon between Nikhil and Gogol is over
then. Gogol is now both Gogol and Nikhil but, a¢ thame time, different from the both

with a new dignity.

Gogol knows that his life chain starts with hishiats survival from a train accident owing
to “The Overcoat”, and he goes to his room that Wasoom when he was still Gogol and
takes his father’s birthday present from the distlyes. It is “The Overcoat” by Nikolai
Gogol. He reads “The Overcoat” and “...he has saldagéy chance, as his father was
pulled from a crushed train forty years ago.”(LaBB1) Although Lahiri finishes the novel
by leaving Gogol with a kind of dignity, it can peedicted that Gogol transcendentally has

a new identity.
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[11.3.2-HEGEL’S ALIENATION IN  THE NAMESAKE

Alienation for Hegel is crucial for the developrmeh Spirit and it is also a process
of human-beings self-development. According to Helgemans are historical and social
beings so the process of self-consciousness isamainchanging prescription. Human-
beings go through alienation by dividing themselaged then uniting again. Alienation, in
Hegel's philosophy, is an individual’'s doubling, tesnalizing and confronting
himself/herself.

Alienation takes place through nature and the s@rigironment in which the individual
lives. Thus, the only way for a human-being to owerne alienation is through his/her
participation into the social life, and lives “Heéiga account of the moral life, in which the
self is fully realized by fulfilling its role in t social organism which grounds its duties” as
Bradley thinks.Candlish, Stewart and Basile) Aesthetics,Hegel proclaims that

...the purely finite human spirit is bounded and nettd by its opposite, namely
nature. This restriction, therefore, the humanitspirits existence only overcomes,
and thereby raises itself to infinity, by graspmagure in thought through theoretical
activity, and through practical activity bringingpaut a harmony between nature

and the spiritual Idea, reason, and the good. (454)

Therefore, an individual is to theorize and praetigs/her social involvements willingly
and properly to overcome alienation as it is statetthe previous abstract froAesthetics
According to Hegel, social involvement and prodotiare two essential means of
actualization. As tdhe Namesakéhe process of Gogol's estrangement and objeatiéin

starts with his involvement in American society.to

In this section, | will divide Gogol's life into the sections according to the alienation
philosophy of Hegel.
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[11.3.2.1-Consciousness: Gogol

Consciousness is sensuous, perceiving and unddirgjanSensuous is the
gratification of the senses either aestheticallinaghe meaning of desire and consumption.
Perceiving is to be aware of the place or time, anderstanding defines the process
through which brain takes a stimulus and gives nmgato the stimulus related to time

and/or place. It is the basic characteristics oh& beings and slightly animals.

In consciousness stage, the important thing is thatindividual is aware of his/her
existence. The individual perceives himself/hersedf an ongoing phenomenon. The

individual senses himself as an unsatisfactoryiaoomplete person as Gogol does.

Gogol is born “in a place most people enter eitteersuffer or to die”, a hospital in
Cambridge. (Lahiri 4) Ashima Ganguli gives birth@mgol without any relatives around,
which is an odd situation for Bengali people beedlis India ...women go home to their
parents to give birth, away from husbands and wsland household cares, retreating
briefly to childhood when the baby arrives.”(Lah)i Although Gogol is not aware of this
displacement at his birth, his identity takes shapder the shadow of displacement his

mother has experienced at his birth.

Gogol as a son of immigrant Bengali couples expese deficiency, inadequacy and
estrangement through his life until he overcomesfdeling of alienation he undergoes.
Gogol's first experience of estrangement is his @amis name is neither Indian nor

American, it is Russian. Lahiri skillfully picturesewborn baby’s reaction to his name both
literally and metaphorically. When Ashoke whispeyshis ear, “The baby turns his head
with an expression of extreme consternation andngdi{Lahiri 28) His name symbolizes

his father’s past nuisances in India and presepéfiin the USA. Thus, Gogol is a sign of
hope and future at home but a sign of shame andridéce in the society. Gogol never
esteems himself through the time he is called Gaga the better he learns Nikolai

Gogol’s life, the more he hates him and his nams.disgust for his name enlarges and
turns to whatever is related to it. He hates hmilfarituals, Bengali custom and regular

meetings of Bengali families.
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His name makes him feel incomplete, and he takesdie as a handicap between himself
and the opposite sex. “Other boys his age haverbegoourt girls already, asking them to
go to the movies or the pizza parlor, but he cammagine saying, ‘Hi, it's Gogol’ under
potentially romantic circumstances. He cannot imagdhis at all.”(Lahiri 76) He does not
manage to have intercourse with any girl even thdug peers have already experienced it
because he is afraid of being asked questionswikat your name is, how strange it is!
Whether it is a Bengali name and what it means.sThe prefers looking at girls from a

distance without giving them a chance to ask tlesterbing questions.

The sense of incompleteness and queer is not josai@cteristic of Gogol. After visiting
India, he and his family return to home in Cambeidigstead of relaxing, they experience a

sense of unsatisfactoriness and alienation.

Though they are home they are disconcerted byphees by the uncompromising
silence that surrounds them. They still feel somelmo transit, still disconnected
from their lives, bound up in an alternate schedate intimacy only the four of
them share.(Lahiri 87)

The sense of still being on the way points to theg@&@ and his family’s route from

consciousness to self-consciousness. Although #lleget off for the second stage of
Hegel's dialectic, Gogol manages to experience jtheeney. This may stem from the
possibility that the other members, excluding Sph&ve already completed the journey to

self-consciousness.

In short, Gogol perceives himself as unsatisfactorg incomplete in consciousness stage,
which is a stimulus for him to negate himself ardnb to the second stage, self-

consciousness.
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111.3.2.2-Self-consciousness: Nikhil

When an individual is not satisfied with his life loves a common life without any
effort and immerses himself in a decayed conformibe boredom emerges and he
becomes in straits. This common life restrainsitigévidual from actualizing himself. As
Georg Lukacs states

A restricted mode of life of this kind presupposesinsufficient development of
spirit...A full and entire human life requires higheargings, and this closest
association with nature and its immediate prodoatsot satisfy it any longer. Man
may not pass his life in such an idyllic povertyspirit; he must work. What he has

an urge for, he must struggle to obtain by his awsfivity. (qtd. in Sayers 122)

As it is stated in the abstract, Hegel points te tmportance of the process of self-
conscious for the development of human mind praltyicBut the process does not take
place automatically, i.e. there should be an alddeinvoke the process. It is negation
Marxists.org quotes Llyod Spencer and Andrzej Keafitom Hegel for Beginnersas
saying that “It is by means of this ‘negativity’ ¢fiought that the static (or habitual)
becomes discarded or dissolved, made fluid andtall@y and recovers its eagerness to
push on towards ‘the whole'.” Therefore, Gogol re&ul negate himself to turn to himself
with a fine spirit and then he can improve his maml have the sense of being at home

that is the end of alienation. Gogol's negatiomtstaehen he changes his name into Nikhil.

In fact, he has already experienced being called another name apart from Gogol. When
he and his friend are at a dorm party and a gkt &8s name, he first hesitates and then
Nikhil gets out of his mouth. It is as if a magiick touches him he becomes someone
Gogol can never be. Being shy, embarrassed anfidiar self-confidence, Gogol, that

evening, proves himself that if he can change ke his unsatisfactory and incomplete

situation is to be over. Moreover, he reads in gamme that many famous people have
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changed their names. The precursor of his nhamegellahis name, too. “Though Gogol
doesn't know it, even Nikolai Gogol renamed himsghplifying his surname at the age of
twenty-two from Gogol-Yanovsky to Gogol upon publion in the Literary
Gazette.”(Lahiri 97) Despite his parents’ reluctapproval, he applies to the court and the

change takes place. He is officially Nikhil fronethon.

The change in a name cannot be restricted to jueage in labels but the change brings
about a new life for the individual as in Gogol.té&kf he has become Nikhil, he leaves
everything reminds him of Gogol one by one. Fingt,goes to Columbia University instead
of keeping the custom of Bengali people by going Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Then he moves to another city to befrfam his family and their rituals
because the regular meetings of Bengali peopleatJSA bore him. Thus, he wants to live
his own life far from restrictions from his famibnd their values. There is a resemblance
between Gogol and his father in that both of theavé their home. Ashoke left India not
just for his education but India reminded him & thain accident and his being confined to

bed for many months. Thus, he can understand Gagokluctantly.

The negation of Gogol, Nikhil, opens a door to & fiée that he has always observed but
has not dared to attend. He smokes, consumes &lanticeven loses his virginity with a

girl that he does not remember. It is impossibleGogol to do such thing but it is casual
for Nikhil to do as it is stated in the novel,

“I can't believe you kissed her, Gogol,” his frisngkclaim as they drive home from
the party. He shakes his head in a daze, as dstohis they are, elation still
welling inside him. “It wasn't me,” he nearly sayut he doesn't tell them that it
hadn't been Gogol who'd kissed Kim. That Gogol had nothing to do with
it.(Lahiri 96)

73



It is not Gogol who kisses the girl but it is NikhNikhil easily adapts himself to the
American way of life. With his meeting Maxine, hegks this life style. He moves to her
house where she lives with her parent and stays.tfi@us, he alienates himself from his
Bengali values and custom, and immerses into styike that is just opposite to the lifestyle
of Gogol and his parents. Therefore, he complétesteation of his negation and is ready
to bring re-live Gogol to become a whole.. As thH#-sonsciousness stage takes place by
the introduction of Nikhil into Gogol’s life, theeason stage starts with the reentrance of

Gogol into Nikhil's life.

Gogol, after his father’s death, mourns for tensday avoiding eating meat and fish.
Moreover, he buzzes cut his hair, which is alsgga ef mourning for Bengali people. He
visits his mother and sister, Sonia, more oftenrévimportantly, he leaves Maxine, the
sign of American way of life for Nikhil. Thus, itaor be concluded from what he has done
after his father death that he tries to make agéaal with his roots, Gogol, and find the

balance between Nikhil and Gogol.

It is this effort to find the balance between Gogol Nikhil that made him to accept to
marry Moushumi, daughter of a Bengali couple. Maushlives an American way of life
as Nikhil does. Despite her modern life, she harvemnants from her Bengali identity.
Gogol witnesses this while visiting her house. ‘fdeognizes versions of things he knows
from home: a Kashmiri crewelwork carpet on the fld®ajasthani silk pillows on the sofa,
a cast-iron Natraj on one of the bookcase”(Lah@i8) which are the signs of Bengali
culture’s existence in her. In addition, Moushumpeéaks in Bengali language with Gogol
while they are in public and do not want anybodkriiow what they are talking about. “At
restaurants and bars, they sometimes slip Bengedsps into their conversation in order to
comment with impunity on an-other diner’'s unforttenaair or shoes.”(Lahiri 211) Thus,
while they are together, Gogol manages to keepbbih Bengali and its negation,
American identities together. Their marriage suppdlikhil and a balance between Gogol
and Nikhil takes place. Thus, desire for ex-idgntdogol, takes place. The completion of

the retuning is also the end of alienation. Ittaded in “Creative Activity and Alienation in
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Hegel and Marx” that “Hegel...treats alienation agaversal, ontological, characteristic of
self-conscious spirit.”(Sayers 120) Thus, everygHails into its place.

Nikhil's acceptance of Gogol and turning to his teo@gain means that negation has

successfully carried out its duty. Gogol returnsitaself.

[11.3.2.3-Reason: Recovery and being at Home

The act of overcoming alienation is a fundamerask tfor human beings because it
is a historical task and can be achieved histdyicalhis historical task is in self-
consciousness’ power. Although self-conscious spaiuses the raise of alienation and
separation, it is also the only constructor that salve the problem of alienation. Sean

Sayers states this fact in “Creative Activity anlieAation in Hegel and Marx” as

..., Hegel does indeed regard alienation from nafisre& characteristic feature of
spirit. And yet, for Hegel, it is equally a part thie essence of self-conscious spirit
to strive to overcome its alienation, its separgtivom nature. This sets for it a
historical task which is also a characteristic deatof human spirit. It strives to heal

its breach with nature and be at home in the wgil20)

There are two explicit changes in Gogol's life timake readers to be sure about the
completion of his mind/spirit's cyclic process: avélopment in his intellectuality and his

embracing his Bengali identity with a holistic gegstive.

Gogol in the end of the novel, goes to the bookctdees “The Overcoat” and reads it.
Through his life for the first time, Gogol willingl enthusiastically and nostalgically
prepares for doing an intellectual activity, whisha sign of his achievement of reason that
is the last stage of Hegel’s philosophy. In “CreatActivity and Alienation in Hegel and

Marx”, Sean Sayers states that the highest stagerofin development “continues further
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through art, religion and philosophy.”(119) Gogalé&turn to his essence and taking up an
intellectual activity proves his reconciliation loeyl any doubt. As it is stated in “Creative
Activity and Alienation in Hegel and Marx”, “Alietimn can and will be overcome when

spirit has completed its development and come tat lb®me in the world.”(Sayers 120)

He has completed his development through consogsssrself-consciousness and reason
stages, and defeated alienation. Moreover, he meago embraces his essence, unites his
consciousness and self-consciousness under the aodenship of reason. Thus, he

becomes himself as total because, for Hegel, wittatality unity is impossible.

For Hegel, only the whole is true. Every stage loage or moment is partial, and
therefore partially untrue. Hegel's grand ideatagdlity” which preserves within it

each of the ideas or stages that it has overcomsulessumed. Overcoming or
subsuming is a developmental process made up oménts" (stages or phases).
The totality is the product of that process whichsgrves all of its "moments” as

elements in a structure, rather than as stagelsaseg. (Spencer and Krauze)

Totality is the ultimate result of Hegelian DialectThe improvement of mind and roaming
of spirit end in totality that harbors the expedes of conscious and self-conscious. The
unity of these experiences as a historical probekss the individual get his essence and be

at home. In the end, Gogol is at home both litgratild metaphorically.
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[11-3.3-MELVIN SEEMAN'’S FIVE-FOLD CLASSIFICATION OF  ALIENATION
IN THE NAMESAKE

Melvin Seeman is famous for his article “On the &néeng of Alienation” in which
he deals with the term alienation psychologicalhd asociologically. In this article, he
classifies the term of alienation into five categer powerlessness, meaninglessness,
normlessness, isolation and self-estrangement. MResgaess is the individual's
inadequacy to control what is going on. Meaningiess is agent’s disability to choose
between choices or predict the outcomes of ongeuemts. Normlessness is individual’s
efforts to gain social goal via unaccepted meawation is an intellectual’s looking down
on social norms and trying to produce new valuedf-&trangement is an individual's

feeling alien.

In this sectionThe Namesakéy Jhumpa Lahiri will be analyzed through the ffo&l
classification of alienation by Melvin Seeman. Altigh the first two section just shed light
on Gogol's life, this section will consider the ethcharacters to place the kinds of

alienation considerably but the emphasis will b&Sagol again.

111-3.3.1-Powerlessness

Although Gogol, Ashoke and Moushumi experience féeding of powerlessness
somehow, Ashima is the most suitable characternalyae powerlessness in this part.
Ashima is pregnant and at hospital. There are ngtagquaintances around, which is not
an acceptable situation for Bengali culture. IncdQ#h, when a woman is about to give
birth, she is taken to her parents’ home, and denection with her husband her husband’s
relations is cut until the baby is born. HoweveshAna is alone and lonely in Cambridge;

there is neither her relations nor Ashoke’s.

Her experiences in hospital add to her view of #iblout America. She thinks that she will

never get accustomed to the lifestyle on this cemt, a life totally different from her life
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in India. In addition, she gives birth to a babgttshe will bring up in this country where
she does not have any relations to take advantagelfer/his experiences, expect Ashoke.
One day she expresses her anxiety to her husbahani saying | don’'t want to raise
Gogol alone in this country. It's not right. | watat go back.” ” (Lahiri 33) Nevertheless,
she has to face the unbearable loneliness of thte mespite her unwillingness. For, she
does not have the power to divert the flow of lzemify’s life in this land. She experiences

this feeling of powerlessness until she decideadwe to India after her husband’s death.

Ashima and Ashoke plan to visit their relatives Qalcutta in the following months.
Ashima takes Gogol and goes shopping. Ashima bussepts for both her and Ashoke’s
parents. While coming back from the shopping onsthieway, she is late and takes Gogol
out of subway clamp. Then someone from the crowalishto her, “your things.”(Lahiri
42) But the doors of subway clamp has already $he.looks behind their present bags in

the rear car disappearing from the sight helplessly

She stands there watching until the rear car deagpnto the tunnel, until she and
Gogol are the only people remaining on the platfaBine pushes the stroller back
down Massachusetts Avenue, weeping freely, knovilng she can’'t possibly

afford to go back and buy it all again. (Lahiri 42)

In India, there was not such a possibility for teeexperience such an event and aftermath,

to feel so desperate.

She suffers from knowing that the events taking@la this country is not in her power.
Everything is challenging culture, life style, chte and the relationship between people.

Thus, she experiences powerlessness because sio¢ make sense of all these.

Ashima’s pregnancy is one of her unbearable suffisrthat defines the limits of her ability
to bear any difficulty. Thus, she defines otherfemirigs by connecting them to the

pregnancy metaphorically.
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For being a foreigner, Ashima is beginning to msliis a sort of life long

pregnancy - a perpetual wait, a constant burdeonénuous feeling out of sorts. It
is an ongoing responsibility, a parenthesis in Wizt once been ordinary life, only
to discover that that previous life had vanisheghlaced by something more

complicated and demanding. (Lahiri 49-50)

Ashima has been tolerant to displacement and pnegnia displacement despite her silent
rebellions that never go beyond an idea. She iseaofathe fact that Bengali identity is not
equipped enough to wage war against the displadearehthe hegemonic values of the
country. “Who had forsaken everything to come ts ttountry, to make a better life, only
to die here?” is her another silent rebellion thasses through her mind when Ashoke is
dead of a heart attack in a remote part of the trpufiLahiri 180) After her husband’s
death, Ashima

...feels lonely suddenly, horribly, permanently alpaed briefly, turned away from
the mirror she sobs for her husband. She feelsahvetmed by the thought of the
move she is about to take, to the city that wasdmme and is now in own way
foreign.(Lahiri 278)

In fact, Lahiri pictures the dramatic life adverdsirof immigrant people and meanwhile
how they feel all around the world. These immignambple are disappointed because they
recognize that they do not gain anything despigr thufferings that has lasted for many

years.
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[11-3.3.2-Meaninglessness

Before analyzing Gogol’s life in the light of memnglessness, the distinction
between powerlessness and meaninglessness shoyldesented briefly. For Seeman,
powerlessness is the disability to control the &vewhile meaninglessness can be
summarized as the individual’s disability to predie “behavioral outcomes” of the events
or disability to make a choice between two or maot®ices. (Seeman 786) Thus,
meaninglessness stems from indecisions and sesise$ss which is the most prevailing

characteristic of Gogol’s life.

He has to suffer from being called Gogol until Irareges his name into Nikhil but then he
experiences the indecision between Gogol and Nikhiaddition, his dichotomy does not

take place just in names but it includes lifestgldfure and identity.

At first, he does not want to be called by anotheme when he is about to attend the
kindergarten. Because “He is afraid to be Nikhiimgone he doesn't know. Who doesn't
know him.”(Lahiri 57) After he starts the schobk experiences first insults about his
name, and he afterwards decides to change his rehere he attends the university, he
changes his name into Nikhil. However, Nikhil ig pest his new name but it is the symbol
for his new life. Therefore, Gogol experiences @éhdtomy that takes place between Gogol

and Nikhil, Bengali and American.

Nikhil brings a sense of self-confidence and ssteem to Gogol’s life even for a short
period of time. He can easily communicate withggahd have fun with them. He ignores
his family, smokes and loses his virginity, neitledrwhich is acceptable for Bengali

people.

But now that he's Nikhil it's easier to ignore parents, to tune out their concerns
and pleas...It is as Nikhil, that first semestert thmgrows a goatee, starts smoking
Camel Lights at parties and while writing paperd hefore exams, discovers Brian
Eno and Elvis Costello and Charlie Parker. It idNddhil that he takes Metro-North

80



into Manhattan one weekend with Jonathan and getself a fake ID that allows
him to be served liquor in New Haven bars. It ifNaeil that he loses his virginity
at a party at Ezra Stiles, with a girl wearing aighlwoolen skirt and combat boots
and mustard tights.(Lahiri 105)

While he is taking up the American type of lifelstgnthusiastically, his other part, Gogol,
pricks his conscience. While he is at Maxine’s p&secottage in the country consuming
expensive wine and having fun, he suffers from iagpaf conscience. “At times..., and
another bottle of wine is opened, and Gogol ralsssglass to be filled yet again, he is
conscious of the fact that his immersion in Maxani&mily is a betrayal of his own.”

(Lahiri 141) The meaninglessness of his life eithader the name Gogol or Nikhil is
crystal-clear. In addition, he understands thatgteblem with his life is not just a name
even if it has haunted his life. The senselessoks®t knowing the real precursor of his
life and the pangs of conscience deepen his disatol make a choice between the two

identities and make sense of his being as a Beimgaligrant couple’s son.

In short, an “American-born confused Deshi”, Gogola symbol for the confusion that
immigrants experience under the conditions of dispent. (Lahiri 118)

111-3.3.3-Normlessness

It is not normal for Bengali people to express astuss sexual feelings with
others. (Aziz) Ashima and Ashoke represent thisdaéncustom successfully and they
make an effort to instill this tradition into Gogahd Sonia. In fact, the other immigrant
families endeavor to do the same thing, too. Howewe characters ilthe Namesakene
is of Bengali descendent and the other is Rus$voyshumi and Dimitri commit an

indiscretion, cheating.

Moushumi had an undesirable puberty. Despite hed rfer love of the opposite sex

especially the white, no one was interested in‘fidgre shameful truth was that she was not
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involved, was in fact desperately lonely. She habuffed the Indian men she wasn't
interested in, and she had been forbidden as adeerto date.”(Lahiri 213) So she
harbored infatuations with her teachers and frieatdschool until she went to Paris for her
education. Everything suddenly changed there aadstrted to go out with men and gave
permission to them to seduce her anywhere theyeasaint a pub or at a park. Thus she

gained her self-confident.

She seems to a perfect match for Gogol becausergtergoes the same experiences: both
of them are Indian, they both have artistic tasthey both have suffered their foreign
names. However, Moushumi does not want to be engage person for all her life and
she “...wondered if it was her horror of being mairte someone she didn't love that had
caused her, subconsciously, to shut herself offfi{ti 214) In addition to this feeling, one
day she comes across the name Dimitri who she hehwhe was a teenager and he was
about thirty. “The name alone, when she'd firstred it, had been enough to seduce her.
Dimitri Desjardins.”(Lahiri 256) Seeing this nansmmething reignites her years with him
and she phones him although she is aware thassharried.

Middle aged and an unemployed, Dimitri is living andirty apartment. He is just the
opposite of Gogol, which makes him attractive fooudhumi. She does not like Gogol's
name, she thinks that Dimitri’'s name reminds henefdays in Paris. Moushumi regularly
visits Dimitri’'s apartment and she cheats on Gogbls, Moushumi and Dimitri breaks a
social rule which is valid in both Bengali and Angan society to gratify their desires.
Gratification of desires is not something wrong k¢ means they apply to gratify is
unacceptable by the society. In addition, a mamiechan’s quest for adventure in the arms
of another man apart from her husband is an unwedcact in both Bengali and American

cultures.

In short, Moushumi and Dimitri experience normlessn by gratifying their desires in

socially unacceptable means.
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111-3.3.4-Isolation

The way Bengali people try to survive as the diasgde not appealing to their
descendants. The Bengali immigrants have two seffirtcarry out at the same time. First,
they endeavor to keep their Bengali identity alyeinstilling it in their children. Second,
they try to keep the balance between their valudstlae hegemony to enable their children
to attend the society more easily. Nevertheless,nbt so easy for their descendants to find
the balance between home (Bengali culture) andeso¢modern culture). In addition,
when a descendant of the diaspora experiencesa s€being outside, they may develop a
feeling of dislike towards home. Therefore, thelgeleagainst their culture, and they even

try to replace their values with the values of hregeic culture.

Moushumi and Gogol, two outsiders, have an efftwoughout the novel to keep
themselves off their Bengali identities and deng ittnportance of Bengali values. In so
doing, they isolate themselves from their roots andiety that they are brought up in

accordance with.

There are two reasons or accelerating aspects @&uwugol’'s isolation: the peculiarity of
his name and the attractiveness of American culttlie name is the reason of his
estrangement from the society although it represbkist Bengali identity. Bengali lifestyle
is somehow restricted to the home and family emvitent. However, his anxiety, fear and

shame start when he steps out of the thresholiedfiduse.

His anger and dislike to his name spread to theg8ewalues. Thus, by changing his
name, he somehow rebels against Gogol and whauiesGogol. In addition, “...now that
he’s Nikhil it's easier to ignore his parents, tmé out their concerns and pleas.”(Lahiri
105) His rebellion is not restricted to refusingiBali values. In addition, Gogol is inclined
to immerse into American culture. For him, Americature is a shelter that will keep him
out of questions and aspects related to GogolhBysame token, he involves in many love
affairs to forget the experiences of Gogol's emdssments towards girls. The more he
rejects his Bengali roots, the better he adopts ridme way of life. Then, He goes to

extremes when he and Bridget, a married woman,rbedogether regularly. (Lahiri190-
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191) Thus, he peaks devaluing Gogol's values amdgmts a new identity instead of
Gogol.

Moushumi’'s motives for isolation differ partly fro@ogol’s reasons in that her reaction to
Ganguli culture and values is not just a kind ajeanor vengeance. Although she suffered
from the conventions of Bengali life style when shas a teenager, she does not try to
devalue these conventions just because of this.pféeursor of her rejection of Bengali

values stems from her outlook on life she gainedendhe was a student in Paris. Paris’s
existentialist environment and people’s interedbimeigners encouraged her to constitute a

modern world view of hers.

Her outlook on life contains characters of exis@dist philosophy that rejects any
conventional thought and life style. Thus, she camo without her free life style, which

makes her to betray her husband, Gogol.

In short, both Gogol and Moushumi experience tledirfg of alienation as isolation despite
their different motives.

[11-3.3.5-Self-Estrangement

Self-estrangement is a characteristic of indiglduvho want to be either accepted
or appreciated by the society in which they livawever, this alienates them from their
essence as Fromm writes The Sane Society...By alienation is meant a mode of
experience in which the person experiences hinaseHn alien. He has become one might
say, estranged from himself.”(gtd. in Seeman 788yTbecome estranged from themselves
because they think that they lack something thatersessary for the society. Thus, they
experience the feeling of being marginalized in $beiety. Gogol has the same problem

and he needs the acceptance of American society.

He feels to be alienated from the society he limdsecause of his name. The peculiarity of

his name makes him to be ashamed of introducingdiinto the others.Being hindered by
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his name to attend the social life, he loses hisesteem and self-respect. Therefore, he

changes his name in order to be both acceptedespéected by the society.

Although he disconnects himself partly from his Balnvalues, his diasporic family does
not react to him. Nevertheless, Gogol, by becom¥ighil, quests acceptance of the
community. According to Seeman, when an indivicacepts a reward or acceptance from
the outside for his behaviors, thought and betiefis estranged from himself.(Seeman 790)
So Gogol’'s changing his name just for the sakecokptance by the society means he

becomes alienated as self-estrangement.
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[1.3.4--EXISTENTIALIST ALIENATION IN THE NAMESAKE

Alienation, for existentialists, is not a resuft lmuman beings’ relationship with
material world as in Marx’s philosophy but it isthrar psychological and even spiritual.
Alienation is an aspect of human condition despg&erevailing in modern world. Unlike
Hegel's philosophy about alienation that says aliem will end in modern times,
existentialists like Kierkegaard believe that tineividual in modern world is estranged
from himself/herself more tragically. Thus, modemi has brought inauthenticity with

itself.

Sean Sayers in “The Concept of Alienation in Easklism and Marxism” says that
existentialists take alienation as a universal etspehuman condition. (9) And according

to Sayers, Kierkegaard draws the picture of digshbiedern man as

Just as desert travelers combine into great casafram fear of robbers and wild
beasts, so the individuals of the contemporary geioa are fearful of existence,
because it is God-forsaken; only in great masseshdy dare to live, and they
cluster togetheen massen order to feel that they amount to something.(atd
Sayers 12)

Therefore, the modern man has lost his abilityve his own life with his will and choice.
He is a fallen who looks for authenticity in a agted social life where he is being

estranged from himself day by day as some chasict&@he Namesake

Bengali immigrants and the first-generation US-bahildren are exposed to the such
postcolonial themes of existentialism as freedonhjextive self, denial of traditional

values, institutions and philosophy, and exercfsgilb and freedom.
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Freedom is the most sensed theme of existentiatigtme novel. Freedom of willpower is
the protagonist’s focal quest throughout the noketedom to rename himself, freedom to
choose any culture, university, department; freettotive where he wants are what Gogol

wants consciously or unconsciously.

As it has been stated in previous chapters (chejoterFichte and Hegel), Gogol’s life is
haunted by his name. Being a son of an immigrargrqiahe has already been alienated in
the hegemonic values and means of the Americamreultn addition, his peculiar name
makes the burden on his shoulders heavier. Thehivafyjthe name on his shoulders
becomes so heavy that he cannot carry it anymadelaoks for ways to get rid of this
weight. He idealize that “ ‘There’s no such thing a perfect name. | think that human
beings should be allowed to name themselves whew tilirn eighteen,” he adds. ‘Until

[ S]]

then, pronouns.’ ” (Lahiri 245) This also proclaithe motto of existential philosophy that
says, existence precedes essence. “To existetsjalluman beings-through their
consciousness- create their own values and deteranimmeaning for their life because, in
the beginning, the human being does not possess iahgrent identity or

value.”(Wikipedia) Thus, an individual can have pgessibility to constitute his/her identity

according to his/her essence. This notion endsffeets of conventional values.

For Gogol, existence precedes essence becausgduésdhe traditional values of Bengali
culture and he, in many situations, makes choigatare just the opposite of the values he
is expected to obey. He loses his virginity, motesnother city to live alone, consumes
much alcohol, ignores his family by rarely visitingd he changes his name that is the first

thing his family gave him.

By becoming Nikhil, he thinks everything in hisglifvill be on the right track but contrary
to his expectations, his loneliness and the sehsolation do not leave him in peace. He
understands the fact that he cannot be at easeutigaining his authenticity. Therefore,
instead of making reforms that address to the sgde sees the necessity of changes in

his inner world that he has neglected for yearkhohgh his denial of Bengali values is an
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aspect of existentialist philosophy, regaininghede values for the sake of authenticity can

be an aspect of existentialism and deconstructidregemony, too.

The way to the authentic self is through the detanBon of Nikhil and the quest for

Gogol. Although it cannot be put forward that Gogak gained his authenticity, he make
an effort to be so. In fact, the result is not impot for a seeker the way he takes gives him
the relief of being on the way towards himself. Maythis is the reason behind Gogol’s

calmness in the end of the novel.

Moushumi is another character that experiencedesnialist themes of freedom/freewiill,
denial of conventional values and a quest for attiey. She is especially addicted to her

freedom that gained in Paris.

France is the country of two representatives o$textialist philosophy, Jean-Paul Sartre
and Albert Camus, where self-determination waseghiia the French Revolution. Having
been educated in Paris, Moushumi is a mixture ofi Bevolution and existentialism on
freedom. Although she is a member of the immigf@engali people, her life style and

behaviors are not confined to a specific cultutee B the symbol of existentialist thoughts.

In addition to her free life style and her addiotito her freedom, she, meanwhile, is
struggling to disconnect herself from whatever titumes her Bengali identity. Bengali

values hinder her from achieving whatever she beti¢o be her essence.

Her regular visits to Mimitri’s apartment and thiusr betrayal to Gogol are the results of
the struggle for keeping her freedom and doesosa the connect between her identity and
the term freedom. The reasons behind her betrayabdti just a quest for adventure or lust
but “It reminds [Moushumi] of living in Paris - foa few hours at Dimitri's she is
inaccessible, anonymous.”(Lahiri 264) Dimitri’'s #jpaent is a shelter for her to escape
from the conventional rules of marriage and Bengadition. She relieves for a while

when she is with Dimitri.

Moushumi experiences another theme of existerttiphidosophy, death. Death is a crucial

problem for existentialist philosopher Martin Hegder. According to him,
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In the everyday mode of beinBaseininterprets the phenomenon of death as an
event constantly occurring in the world. It is @ase’ that happens to others. The
general comment is “One of these days one willtale in the end; but right now it
has nothing to do with us.” Dying remains anonymang it has no connection with
the ‘I'. (Peach)

The death of other does not affect observers abauld because, as it is stated in the
abstract, the death of other is a normal flow fef in the world. Nevertheless, it reminds the

observers of the approaching end that means thefahdir possibilities.

When Moushumi witnesses Alice’s death, the admtiste assistant, who “Moushumi
had never been particularly fond of’, She “feelsksat the thought of it, of a death so
sudden, of a woman so marginal and yet so cermrhkt world.”(Lahiri 255) The death
makes her feel sick because it demonstrates theedd®n of human beings when they
face the reality of death. The extinction of a lgethat makes effort to make sense of
his/her life is somehow absurd. By the same tokiea fneaninglessness and horror death
harbors), human beings are challenged to questadithenticity. On the other hand,
Heidegger proclaims that death is not a hindehfonan beings to get authenticity if they
realize that authenticity is “Being-towards-deafReach) For Heidegger, dread is both
alienating and a stimulus for human beings to g#temnticity. Thus death is not something
that should be afraid of. Filiz Peach says, “mdn cannot face up to death existentially,
he either preoccupies himself with worldly things escapes into a mystical
realm.”(Peach)Thus, being courageous is not enfargman’s stance against death but he

should face it existentially.

It is not stated in details what Moushumi’s com@mredion about death is but it is neat that
she feels a sense of dread that is a sign of cgatithe extinction of a being, which is also

considerable for existentialists because
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..., according to Jaspers, the individual's ‘unfouhdeelief’ in immortality stops
man from seeking his true self. | would argue thaman beings understand the
horror of the experience of death whatever theliebes. However much they may
believe in immortality, when they come face to fagth death sooner or later they
may still feel despair. In the face of death nadfetan guarantee the individual a

sense of relief or a sense of ‘exemption’ so t@kp&each)

Thus, alienated human beings become more estrdnmyadthemselves when they cannot
control the occurrence of death but as it is sthte#iliz Peach the belief in immortality is
worse than the dread against mortality. Becauseomaility ends existentialist inquaries
and the quest for authenticity. By the same tokRdoushumi’s dread against death is
confirmation of her existential inclination. Aftarshort time, she meets Dimitri’'s name and
she forgets everything about Alice. Afterwards, 8ieks that marriage is a convention on

her ideal life and her freedom.

And yet the familiarity that had once drawn hehim has begun to keep her at bay.
Though she knows it's not his fault, she can't belpassociate him, at times, with a
sense of resignation, with the very life she hassted, has struggled so mightily to
leave behind. (Lahiri 250)

In addition, she tries to live a free life that doeot contain any conventional values

especially from Bengali culture.
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[11.3.5-FEUERBACH’S ALIENATION IN THE NAMESAKE

Although The Namesakedoes not contain any explicit elements that may
demonstrate the relationship between material wanid human essence, | will deal with

alienation in Feuerbach by benefitting from an iicipkign of materialistic alienation.

Feuerbach, forerunner but not father of materiglismakes a connection between human
beings’ need for and creation of God. He asseds lthman beings’ need for love and
being loved motivated them to create the love ofl. Geeople regarded God as the symbol
of ultimate love, grace and justice. Feuerbachestéttat “God is the principle of [man's]
salvation, of [man's] good dispositions and actioosnsequently [man's] own good
principle and nature.”(Wikipedia) Thus, human bsingstrange themselves from their
essence by creating God. With the creation of tdwe lof God, human beings become
alienated from their nature. Because they divetttedobject of love from concrete (human
beings) to abstract (God). The diversion in lovaastranges and isolates individuals from
the society in which they live. Individual's estgament and isolation hinders the
emergence of humanism because humanism is the wcatin of I-You love. It diverts
human love’s flow from God to human beings. Foudtbach, humanism is the end of

alienation of human being.

In The Namesakealthough are many rituals that are carried outh®y Ganguli family,
none of these is religious but the rituals are Béingustoms. Thus, the Ganguli are not
fundamentalists and even not religious despiter tdependency on India. Moreover,
neither the Ganguli nor their relations are grdtéduGod for Ashoke’s survival from the

train accident but instead, they chose to thanloMikGogol, the author of “The Overcoat”.

...he thanks his parents, and their parents, ang@ahents of their parents. He does
not thank God; he openly reveres Marx and quietfyges religion... He cannot

thank the book; the book has perished, as he ndat)yin scattered pieces, in the
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earliest hours of an October day, in a field 208rketers from Calcutta. Instead of
thanking to God, he thanks Gogol, the Russian nmniteo had saved his life.

By so doing, Ashoke backs up Feuerbach on thenieiof love and thanks from God to
human beings. He changes the object of human towe God to human beings as
Feuerbach says, “The task of modern era was ré&alizand humanization of God-the
transformation and dissolution of theology intotaeopology.”(Feuerbach 1) This is the

end of alienation in Feuerbach’s philosophy.

Ashoke is the most comfortable individual among @dinfamily’s members when his life
in the USA is taken into consideration. Ashima erdf from displacement. Gogol is
isolated and estranged. Sonia, who prefers mattigasatisfactoriness, is as reserved as
his father. The difference between Gogol-Ashima &sthoke-Sonia stems from their
outlook on life and what they centers in their thlots. Ashoke manages to find the balance
between his essence and the material world by d¢ownd thanking people not any

spirituality.
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EVALUATION

Although human beings have always had to tacklg alienation, it is more common
in modern world especially because of colonizatmal post-colonization activities. The
increase of alienation in modern world stems madstyn wars of hegemony as a result of
colonization and decolonization. Colonization isaaeelerator of alienation in the flow of
human history by creating opposing sides for heggmdhe more human beings have

involved in wars for control and exploitation, tii@re common alienation has become.

The quest for colonization made the settlers armipiers to leave their mother countries.
They settled in foreign land that was totally diéfiet from their experiences. In addition,
the arrival of the masters estranged the indigerfous their lands and values. The
colonizers either killed or enslaved the indigentwysdepriving them from their lands.
Thus, the displaced colonized were strangers ngttortheir values but also to themselves.
Meanwhile, the colonizer, after experiencing areriattion with the indigenous and their
exotic land, becomes estranged from their valueMather County by “going natives”.
(Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin 115) Thus, coloniZan alienates both the colonizers and the

colonized at the same time.

Colonization affects both the invaders/occupierd #re indigenous from the periphery.
However, the indigenous are more vulnerable agansh a degenerating effect because
they do not have enough means for quarrel agaihshizers who are superior in economic
and military means. Moreover, the West is more asgftl in using her culture as a means

of assimilation against the colonized as Englad di

Being uprooted and displaced, the indigenous wedeneither to live a life in poverty in
their country or to move to a metropolis where tlegpect better opportunities for living
and education. In addition to willingly moving toather country, some sheltered to a
metropolis because of political reasons that gamethentum after decolonization process.

Because the colonizers have left the reign of deboro either their descendent or the
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compradors to ensure the progression of imperialisre. Especially the oppressive reign

of compradors accelerated the flow of immigrants&gropolises.

Those people who have left their country behindodanately, have to face another hard
period in the Centers. Being displaced and sultgebiegemony of the Center, they try to

find the balance between their values and the dgéng values of the hegemony. Their
struggle to cope with the effects of being in-betwand displaced generally results in any
variant of alienation. Thus, alienation has be@ommon theme of postcolonial literature.

Jhumpa Lahiri’'sThe Namesakis a good example for mirroring lives of the Belnéamily

by underlining the sense of alienation as a redudeing the diaspora.

The Namesakéas been studied and analyzed in the light ofnatien as a result of
colonialism and postcolonialism. Although all chaeas of the novel have been considered
in the course of analyses, more importance has lgeem to Gogol because his life

adventure appeals to both Fichte and Hegel’s phyllog on alienation.

Gogol’'s life has been studied by considering bbthttiad of Fichte and Hegel’'s notion of
alienation. Fichte’s thesis and antithesis havealglito the first two steps of Hegel’s
philosophy (consciousness and self-consciousnessause they have illuminated the
diversion of Gogol into Nikhil. The alienation ofo@ol to his Bengali identity by becoming
Nikhil has been evaluated in different ways becaalsmnation in Fichte is different from
Hegel's notion of the term. For Fichte, alienatigsnan ongoing process and each stage
(thesis-antithesis-synthesis) requires it. Morepver him, the result of alienation is
alienation again. On the other hand, Hegel compréghalienation as a means of negation
to become oneself/authenticity. For Hegel, ali@mmats not an aim but it is a way to reach

the reason.

Another aspect that differentiates Hegel from Fecabout alienation in Gogol’s life is the
results of their process of alienation. There isdy of thesis and antithesis in Fichte. For
him, the person that has been born in the endeohtivel is the combination of both Gogol
and Nikhil. But there is not such a combinatiorHegel’s philosophy on alienation. The

second stage in Hegel, negation, is just a stimiguthe spirit and mind to take advantage
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from self-consciousness’ experiences and beconetf,iise at home. When these two
philosophies have been considered, Jhumpa Lahpiigitly depicts Gogol as both a new
person and a person who has gained his authenWhsgther the person in the end of the
novel is Gogol, Nikhil or both does not concern theme of the thesis. The process of
alienation is the focal point of this thesis. Besidthe end of novel is regarded as the
combination of Gogol and Nikhil for Fichte, and t&®gol's gaining his authenticity for

Hegel to complete the process.

The feeling of alienation that is experienced Hy tharacters afhe Namesake&annot be

confined to just Hegel and Fichte’s notion of atifon. Thus, Gogol and Moushumi’s
motives have been analyzed by considering exisiiésitalienation. Human condition and
existence precedes essence have been shown asuwmia characteristic for Gogol and
Moushumi’'s motives. Gogol's insistence on freedorh self-naming, choosing an

appropriate way of life for himself and his suffegs as result of human condition.
Moushumi’s persistence on her freedom and her @kpbnnection with France have been

regarded as her existentialist motives.

In addition to philosophical approaches to aliamatiMelvin Seeman’s scientific five-fold
classification of alienation has been used in thayaing of The NamesakeA character
can be in many variants of alienation because ettntiguity. Thus, Ashima has been put
in powerlessness because of her sufferings durngtegnancy and the displacement of
her Bengali values. Gogol has been listed in megessness, isolation and self-
estrangement. Normlessness and isolation are tassifitation of alienation Moushumi

experiences.

Despite the fact that there are not explicit sigh#arx’s alienation, an implicit utterance
has been regarded as an evidence to add Feuerlzdiemation to the analysis. Ashoke
Ganguli and his parents’ being grateful to Nikdkogol instead of God has been taken as
their denial of spirituality. According to Feuerlbachuman beings can only overcome
alienation by diverting the flow of love and gratie for God towards human beings.

Ashoke does the same, and he is freer than the ctheacters.
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In short, Jhumpa Lahiri successfully tells the ptoirthe diaspora through a Bengali family
by underlining the feeling of alienation througholtie NamesakeShe emphasizes the
psychological displacement of the alienated dissporcreate awareness about their efforts

for psychological and physical survival.
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