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ABSTRACT

Kabiru Ibrahim Danguguwa

June 2012

Islamic Activism in the Sahel: A Case of Al-Qaedahe Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM) and Boko Haram

The transitional zone between North Africa amntb-Saharan Africa — the Sahel
— is considered by international community as $afeen and hotbed for violent
Islamic activism. This thesis uses social moventkabry to examine the rise and
development of the popular movements in this regidre Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb and the Boko Haram emerged in Algeria aigkid, respectively. The
fecundity of social movement theory in studying staemovements lies in the
presence of tripartite social movement theory factof political structures
opportunity, mobilizing structures and culturalrfiag/framing process in Algeria
and Nigeria to establish the AQIM and the Boko Hardhe AQIM and the Boko
Haram were initially established as moderate anasewative movements,
respectively but ended as violent movements wheat Wiey regarded as free-spaces
diminished after they gathered material and norenatresources. This coincided
with the radical view of view of the groups’ membefrhe AQIM was originally a
political party — the FIS but changed names toGle, GSPC and AQIM each with
different modus operandi. The Boko Haram retaissname but espoused anti-
system frame alongside violent tactics since 20D®erefore, these movements
followed similar trajectory to radicalization anceanore likely to focus on the entire
Sahel as the region provides what they regardedegobpportunity to thrive. The
AQIM in particular has a strong command in the $amnel the Boko Haram actors
also exist in some Sahelian countries. They hadsfaé overthrowing governments
in Algiers and Abuja, but now threaten the whold@&aegion with violence and
illegal activities such as kidnapping, and takimgtages.

Key words: Islamic Activism, Sahel, AQIM and Bok@iam



OZET
Kabiru Ibrahim Danguguwa Haziran 2014
Sahil Bolgesindédslami Aktivizm: Islami Masrib’deki El-Kaide
(AQIM) ve Boko Haram

Kuzey Afrika ve Sahra alti Afrika arasindaki g&gn Sahil bdlgesi hem yerel, hem
de uluslarasi camia tarafindgiddet yanlisiislami aktivizm igin bir gtivenli bélge ve
munbit bir zemin olarak ifade edilmektedir. Bu téBlgede halihazirda aktif halde
bulunan sosyal hareketlerin ortaya gumki ve gelsmesini sosyal hareketler teorisini
kullanarak incelemektedir. Musluman Btéb’'deki El-Kaide (AQIM) ve Boko
Haram orgutl sirasiyla Cezayir ve Nijerya’da ortayemstir. Sosyal hareketler
teorisinin Cezayir ve Nijerya'daki AQIM ve Boko Han hareketlerini ¢calmada
sagiladigl zenginlik, teorinin siyasi firsat yapilari, mabdsyon yapilari ve kilturel
cerceveler gibi U¢lu analitik araclarigg@masindan kaynaklanmaktadir. AQIM ve
Boko Haram bglangicta ihmli ve muhafazakar hareketler olaralaya ¢ikmalarina
ragmen daha sonra kendilerince maddi ve maddi @dmdasaynaklari bir araya
getirerek olgturduklari serbest alanlarin yokedilmesiyaldete yoneldiler. Bu
yonels, gruplarin Uyelerinden bazilarinin radikal gdeiiyle de oOrtgti. AQIM
aslinda bglangicta bir siyasi parti olan FIS hareketiningiden sartlara gére GIA,
GSPC ve AQIM’e evrilmesiyle ortaya cikan bir harttke Boko Haram ise ortaya
citkisindan bu yana ismini @etirmese de 2009'dan bu yana sistemskarbir
kavramsal cerceve kullanagddeti bir taktik olarak benimsemibir gruptur. Bu
nedenle, bu iki hareket de radikalieelerinde benzer bir yol izlegi ve
faaliyetlerini, bolgenin gegiemeleri icin bulunmaz firsatlar sunmasi ytzindatiib
Sahil bolgesinde yayginfarmaya cakmislardir. Ozellikle AQIM Sahil bolgesinde
gucli bir varlik gosterirken Boko Haram da bazi iBalkelerinde faaliyet
gostermektedir.iki orgut de bglangicta Cezayir ve Abuja’daki hikumetleri
devirmeyi hedeflengi ve daha sonra da adam kacirma ve rehinecilik yalsadg
faaliyetlerle buttin Sahil bélgesini tehdit etmeysldmislardir.

Anahtar Kelimelerislami Aktivizm, Sahil, AQIM, ve Boko Haram
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

In the Muslim world, raising the banner of Islamnchallenge status quo or the West
are not new phenomena. In fact, this is the mostools element since the end of
Cold War that marked the end of the ideologicalflecinbetween the West and the
Soviet bloc. In Western societies however, movemerer liberal democracy are
also prevalent insofar as movements are all ovepliices and are basic components
of contemporary societies (Giugni et al.1999, »&3. Crossley (2002) puts it, one
can hardly “open newspaper or turn on the TV newblout being informed of an

act of protest somewhere in the world” (Crossle§2().

In respect to religious activism, factors@mting for why people resort to both
violent and non-violent activism vary from one patito another. Nevertheless,
some factors are similar across countries. Althougthous Islamic activists may
have different motives, methods, goals, and stiedeghey all believe in one core
assumption. Therefore, Islamists have in common, umderstanding about
responsibility of the problems facing the MuslimEhis assumption is that the
problems facing the Muslims can be resolved throwglrn to “pure” Islam. Thus,
they are united on the conviction thdtislam huwa al-hall- Islam is the solution —
(Wickham 2002, 1-2).

In a quest to solve the perceived andictual problems, some Islamists
organize collective actions to create what theyelvel a better society. It's argued
that some Islamists prefer to change their socigtyough formal political
participation. They formed political parties, whidh not necessary include their will
to establish Islamic societies in the manifestasv@ence among Muslim societies
are activists that restrict their activism to ptaag and proselytization. More often
than not, the latter complement the former’s paditiactivism. And more importantly
both can espouse violent tactics.



Interestingly, a cross national studytie 8ahél shows that there is tendency
for Islamists to change their strategy especialiyempolitical opportunity structures
that allow their emergence changed. In many respebe Sahel is strategically
important for several reasons, including its roke a bridge between the Arab
Maghreb and black Sub-Saharan Africa (Bilad as-Melgtand Bilad as-Sudan), as
well as its important natural resources, both rexidev and non-renewable.
Therefore, Sahel has been a strategic locatiore gine-colonial time for trade and
scholarship. North and West Africa have long priswi@l connections through trade
and scholarship, which led to the introduction efain to the West Africa
Moreover, the Sahel belt touches several countriés serious security challenges
of their own that could easily spill over their ders. Despite all this, the borders
there are virtually unguarded, permitting ease ovement, as well as access to
populations which, are at least receptive to Istésninessage due to both their social,
economic, and political marginalization and histalimemories of jihad out of the
desert (Pham 2011, 247).

1 The sahelis the ecoclimatic and biogeographic ofteansition, in Africa, between

the Sahara desert to the north and the SudanizanB8al to the south. Having a semi-arid climate, it
stretches across the southernmost extent of North&ica between the Atlantic Ocean and the Red
Sea. The Arabic wordizil (Js) literally means "shore, coast", describing th@esgpance of the
vegetation found in the Sahel as being akin todhatcoastline delimiting the sand of the Sahahe
pre-colonial Arabs had no idea how significant ttem would be today. The Sahel covers parts of
(from west to east)the Gambia, Senegal, southerurithnia, central Mali, Burkina Faso,
southern Algeria  and Niger, northern Nigeria andn€mon, central Chad, southern Sudan,
northern South Sudan and Eritrea. For geographyspadific features of the Sahel see for example,
Olivier, Walther and Denis Retaille. 2010. “SaharaSahel? The Fizzy Geography of Terrorism in
West Africa.” CEPS/INSTEAD Working Paper No 35.

2 For historical, and religious links between NortheNigeria and other sub-Saharan and North
African communities see Murray, Last. 2011. “TheoBand the Nature of Knowledge in Muslim

Northern Nigeria, 1457-2007.” In The Trans-Sahagwok Trade: Manuscript, Culture, Arabic

Literacy and Intellectual History in Muslim Africa&dited by Kratli Graziano and Ghislane Lydon,
175-212. Leiden: Brill N.V. Ghislaine, Lydon. 2009n Trans-Saharan Trails: Islamic Law, Trade
networks and Cross-Cultural Exchange in"1@entury Western Africa. New York: Cambridge

University Press, 2009. Alexander, Thurston, B.802. “Interactions between Northern Nigeria and
the Arab World in the Twentieth Century.” (M.A ThgsGeorgetown University.
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Figure 1: Map of Africa showing the Sahel Region.

Sourcehttps://www.google.com.tr/search?g=sahel+map-+ofea@fisource

I's when changes in political structuscur that some Islamist movements
become radicals and militants thus, attract mutdnaon. Radical/militant Islamists
openly indict government policies in their courgrisome attack the West directly or
indirectly, while others attack whatever they laéstern “proxies”. As Huntington
argues, some lIslamists may prefer to “resist andal@nce against the West”
(Huntington 1996, 29, see also Hafez 2000). Accwlgi international institutions,
media outlets, the marketplace, and secular madtran projects are all framed and
targeted as vehicles for the strategic infusioraledn value systems calculated to
undermine the strength of Islam. They think thadirtllargets whether near or far
enemies have been conspiring and fraternizing thighWest to undermine, weaken
and eventually dominate the Muslims. Rosenfeld,taugues that targets and victims
of modern “terrorist movements have been associatéth modern states”
(Rosenfeld 2011, 2).

Despite the existence of peaceful andewblislamist movements, use of
violence by Islamist groups has recently receivedenattention, especially after the
9/11, which marked the “ominous threat to the wdidIslamic terrorism” (Perry

and Negrin, 2008). Scholars, pundits, policy makerd general public have been
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struggling to fathom the rationale and motivatian the use of violence by some
Islamists. These have led to different interpretatinasmuch as many believe that
such occurrences tend to affirm the worst stereogipout Islamic contention and
Islam in general.

Conversely, not all Islamists championletee. Whereas all Islamists (not
necessarily all Muslims) give credence to a socikét is governed by th8hari’a
(Islamic Law), there is no cohesion on how to dg&hbit. Ismail succinctly
categories Islamists based on their tacticsamservatives, moderates, and militants
(see Dede 2008). Conservatives believe in theggatmon and missionary activities
(da’awa), which is intended to transform individual besiefThose individuals will
eventually transform the entire society, hence an@nt Islamic laws. Moderates are
noticeable in the political scenes. They form padit parties and advocate formal
political participations. They often engage in daea however The militants
embrace violent measures and attract many attentian the formers (Hafez 2000,
Wiktorowicz 2004, Perry and Negrin 2008).

A number of sources on Islamist act&vitdbel them as mainly terrorist,
extremist and/or Islamic fundamentalist that emengder the banner of Islam to
challenge modernization and the West. These areces®uwritten by “Self-
proclaimed experts on Islamic terrorism” (Wiktorowi 2004, 20) that rely on
misleading sources to address specific audiencey @ilaw causal relations between
Islam and terrorism. For instance, Bachman (20@8)es that his book “is an
explanation of global Jihadist praxies... it is ate@pt to make a body of complex
thought and previously obscure personalities [dlolibadists] accessible to a
Western audience” (Bachman 2008, 6). The militaslanhists are viewed as
“irrational” actors who engaged in a holy war withimate aim of destruction of the
Western civilization, the reestablishment of Muslpawer, and the imposing of
religious law, wherever Muslims hold sway. Perrydadegrin (2008) argue that
some Islamists engage in selective reading of isléexts to justify their actions.

For inspiration and justification they turn back Muhammad himself
and to [a] selective reading of Islamic religiouexts... analysts
frequently view radical Islamism as a totalitarranvement— some refer
to it as Islamofascism—in the tradition of Commumiand Nazism (2-
4).



Similarly, others relate the emergence ofaadslamists with either economic
grievances or religious extremism. This is truehwmany studies that assume a
causal linkage between grievances or frustrationth® collectivity of actors
(McCarthy and Zald 1977, 1212-15; Wiktorowicz 20@4,Baylouny 2004, Dede
2008, 5; Adenrele 2012, 22-23). The proponents haseé socio-psychological
understandings emphasize what the Islamists theaseften present as the cause of
their collective actions — alleviating psychologjcaaconomic and political
discomforts occasioned by structure. The advoaaftdbe above maxims trivialize
and/or ignore the fact that grievances and whasesithem are themselves subject to
interpretation. Those interpretations explain whyewances are ubiquitous and
movements are rare, despite the fact that “thesdways enough discontent in any
society to supply the grass-roots support for mey@s? (McCarthy and Zald 1977,
1215). Moreover, the populations that have thessgnces are very large, and very

small number of them organizes collective action.

Gurr (1968 and 1970) and his associateg lan assumption that the gap
between an individual's expected and achieved weelf@sults in collective
discontent (Gurr: 1968, 1970, and Borum 2003,). dv/generally, explanations based
on socio-psychological model underestimate the oblauman agency. Contextual
factors do matter; they may create grievances apartunities for violence; but the
grievances and opportunities in question may naiadly lead to violence in the
absence of political entrepreneurs, ideologues/oaratganizations that can frame
and channel the relevant grievances in violentctimas, and that can make the most
of the opportunities for violence with which a peutar setting presents them.

It is very difficult to generalize, aceogegions, countries, and time periods,
about the conditions that give rise to radicalfailis activism. This is because those
organizations emerge in radically different socigiplitical and economic
environments. If one focuses on social and econeaomnditions alone, one must note
that radical movements have manifested itself wide variety of socioeconomic
settings, from impoverished societies to advanoedstrialized countries and from

the Western societies to the Muslim world. Socialvements scholars argue that
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perpetrators of mass violence are not simply drilsgnmotivational imperatives,
such as relative deprivation, ideological oriemtati or rational calculation as

emphasize by other theories.

This study argues that whatever their differes, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (hereafter AQIM) and Boko Haram followeth#ar path to radicalization.
Worth noting is that AQIM and Boko Haram went thgbusome processes, which
hypothetically turn similar movements to more ratlisutlook, hence violence. This
study explores those processes. Though emergeatféredt countries and indeed in
distinctive political structure, AQIM and Boko Hamafollowed similar path to
radicalization. The AQIM dates from the 1990s amdwg out of an insurrection
mounted by an Islamist resistance movement pragestihe Algerian regime’s
decision to end parliamentary elections in 1992¢Wwhiould have resulted in the
Islamic Salvation Front (FrenchEront Islamique du SalutFIS) party gaining a
majority (Foster-Bowser and Sender 2002). Thetanjtliseized power outlawed the
FIS and imprisoned its leaders, and thousands lamls activists in Saharan
concentration camps. These developments beganrnestme members of FIS into
militants. Coincidentally, by the early 1990s, hreus of Algerian militants who
were trained and, in some cases, fought alongsideAfghan mujahidin began
returning to Algeria. Some of these Algerian-Afgbabes Afghanisas they were
called joined the militant faction of the FIS whidhd to the establishments of
Islamic Armed Group (Frenck&roupe Islamique Armé&;IA). The GIA believed in
total war by labeling both Algerian regimes, itspgarters and even other FIS
members who formed another moderate group, Isl&@aigation Army (French:
Armée Islamique du SallAlS) as infidels. The GIA adopted indiscrimin&iftings
measures, which resulted in massacres against wigitians. Salafist Group for
Preaching and Combat (Frendbroupe Salafiste pour la Prédication et le Combat
GSCBH emerged, growing out of elements of the GIA leslp, these dissidents
rejected the GIA’s policy of attacking civilians kaflowing only security targets.
Most of those groups accepted amnesty and by tineadg of 2000 deadline, almost
5,000 AIS militants had surrendered their weapamstihe GSPC refused amnesty

hence decided to continue the struggles againstrialg state. In September 2002



government ordered a crackdown on the GSPC, Algefargest anti-Islamist
operation in five years (Harmon 2010, 15). The @roesponded with stepped-up
raids, including attacks on military bases. Whitemge leaders within the GSPC
began to favor global jihad, it was the US invasainiraq that became a major
recruiting tool for the global jihad. Indeed, Irappught the GSPC and other national
jihadists in line with mainstream Al-Qaeda. Subsadly, in January of 2007 the
GSPC was formally integrated into Al-Qaeda, adaptime new name Al-Qaeda in
the Islamic MaghreB.

Boko Haram is an Islamist movement basemgmily in the north-eastern region
of Nigeria. The group was primarily based in thated of Borno and Yobe in its
early years, but has since expanded to virtuallgathern and some central states of
Nigeria. Boko Haram movement is believe to be fathdn 1995 by Abubakar
Lawan under the original nam&hlulsunna Wal’jama’ah Hijrain Maiduguri, the
Borno state capital. Lawan’s mission was to organiglamic movement that
addresses economic hardship and poor living stdadidre Nigerian people were
facing especially in his state and to produce persbwho can help create Islamic
government. The movement began to get popularit2003 when, under the
leadership of Mohammed Yusuf, some of its membaggated to the outskirts of
Yobe and established a community called Afghanistdembers of the group
gathered in mosque under Yusuf and have since ddepted several name from
Muhajirun, Yusufiyyah, Nigerian Taliban, Jama’atili&sunnah Lidda’awati Wal
Jihad and Boko Haram.The clashes between Boko Haram and Nigeria’s ggcur
started in 2003 and reach its climax in 2009. Tlashes of 2009 have much casualty
from both sides. The Nigerian police killed Mohanaméusuf, one hundred of his
followers and associates including his father-in:I&ince 2009 Boko Haram has
been more militant and has been popularizing tipeession on their members in

2009 as an excuse to avenge. Meanwhile, Nigere'srigy continued to crack down

% Chapter three discusses the historical developofeh®IM. For details, see Stephen, Harmon.
2010. “From GSPC to AQIM: The Evolution of an Alger Islamist Terrorist Group into an Al-
Qaeda Affiliate and its Implications for the Sahkh&ahel Region.” Concerned Africa ScholdPster,

J. Pham. 2011. “Foreign Influences and Shiftingittors: The Ongoing Evolution of al Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb’Paper presented at Foreign Policy Research Irs{ERRI) annual security
conference.



on them, which make Boko Haram as encapsulated mewe that continue to

recruit and radicalize membeés.

These two movements are household names a@s fislamic activism in Africa
is concerned. Interestingly, this study finds ttiee emergence of the AQIM and
Boko Haram happened in countries touched by thelSsit. However, the formal
declaration by Ayman al-Zawahiri welcoming the GSPQo the mainstream Al-
Qaeda witnessed the advancement of the AQIM attackSahelian countries
especially Mali, Mauritania, Chad and Niger repab@orrespondingly, Boko Haram
attacks advance from its root in Sahelian nortleeadtligeria to non-Sahelian parts
of Nigeria, though little is known about its actigs in countries like Mali, Niger,
Chad and Cameroun. The anti-civilian violence arabsacres and indiscriminate
killings of both combatants and noncombatants bepegypetrated by these

organizations popularized their names.
1.1 Theoretical Framework

Due to the disciplinary fragmentation in understagd Islamic activism —
“mobilization of contention to support Muslim cass¢Wiktorowicz 2004, 2) — this
study develops frameworks that explain how diffelements fit together, interact,
and influence the rise and radicalization of twovemaents in the Sahel. So, this
thesis will be a novel study that combines intaigignary analysis to examine the
rise and development of the AQIM and the Boko Haraire thesis looks at these
movements from social movements’ perspective. $oawovements are
conceptualized as collective ventures that areiregpby wishes and hope of
establishing new order of life (Crossley 2002). $3tey operationalization of social
movement will help us understand how a social mamnmframework, which
focuses on trinity of factorgolitical opportunity structures, mobilizing struces,
and cultural framings,is an effective tool for providing a comprehensive

explanations for these movements.

* Read full report herbttp://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/resource®B88.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/nigel 01 2webwcover.pdind also in chapter three of
this thesis.




Scholars of social movements hypothesizd thovements occur when the
following three factors exist: political opportunistructures, mobilizing structures,
and framing processes. Political structures oppdsticonsiders the openness of a
political environment to change. Political oppoitigs are present when there is the
possibility and/or perception of feasibility of e¢lges in the institutional structure or
informal power relations of a given national palii system.

Additionally, such political opportunitiea¢count for cross-national differences
in then structure, extent, and success of comparaidvements on the basis of
differences in the political characteristics of thation states in which they are
embedded (MacAdam et al. 1996, 2-3). Hence, soum@lements are shaped by
broad political constraints and opportunities egila to each individual nation that
determine the organizational structure and dynaoficsovements evolved.

Mobilizing structures are the collectiveganizations, informal and formal,
through which people mobilize in a collective antid?olitical systems shape the
prospects for collective action and its associatemvements. People are usually
mobilized and recruited through network of friendamily and colleagues and
movements use the existing organizational structuit@in society (Della Porta
1995, and Tarrow et al. 1980).

Framing processes “represent interpretiveesata that offer a language and
cognitive tools for making sense of experiencesearants in the ‘world out there’...
and thus, a process of meaning construction” Waktaez, 2004, 15). MacAdam et
al (1996) maintain that for the frame to be resoérihare must be grievances and
optimism. It's through framings that actors defidiscontent and construct social
realities to motivate collective action. The alyildf a particular movement to create
frames upon indigenous cultural symbols, language identities with resonances,
lured not only sympathizers but even bystanderipsilto activism.

When the trinity of social movements tastare present, inclusive movements
are likely to emergelnclusive movement or organization is one with relatively
unrestricted criteria for membership. It usuallgduires minimum levels of initial
commitment —a pledge of general support withoutcdjee duties, a short
indoctrination period, or none at all” (Wiktorowic2004, 41). Anexclusive

organization on the other hand, is one that estadd strict criteria for membership.
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Only those who share a set of beliefs and meetrmdding standard of conduct are
accepted as members. An exclusive organizationresjnot only a greater amount
of energy and time be spent in movement affairs jtbmore extensively determines
all sections of the member's life, including adi®$ with non-members”
(Wiktorowicz 2004, 41 see also Della Porta 1995)alko requires a period of
initiating and training, the acceptance of strigscgpline, and a high level of
involvement.

When inclusive organization is affectedhanthanges in political environment,
coupled with radical view of some members, it masergually transform to
exclusive organization. The repressions by statesefradical activists to abandon
the inclusive organization and instead they chaserely on exclusive armed
organizations to protect themselves against thentagef the repressions. These
groups basically promote anti-system frames to vatdi “total war” against the
ruling regime, frames that readily resonate witthe movement given the brutal
repression of their members. Once exclusive orgdéioizs and anti-system
ideologies thrive in the movement, the tendencyialence expands.

Similarly, Hafez (2004) argues that use w@flence especially indiscriminate
killing by militant Islamists is likely to occur vém political opportunity structure
seems repressive. State repressions create enenbnof brutality which forces
insurgents create exclusive organizations to shtedhselves from the repressions.
The AQIM and the Boko Haram members at the onséheif activism faced great
repression including extrajudicial killings of thenembers. That created a sense of
injustice, a call to arms and forced them into d&stine organization as the
repression increased. Hafez further explains, vdueh things happen, the insurgents
while underground create anti-system frames to vatdi collective action. He
however, maintains that where regimes are framecasupt these clandestine
movements “become further radicalized through awgrg belief of total war”
(Hafez, 2004). Lawson (2004) finds that harsh regimeasures itself are likely to

radicalize and push moderates into violence (Laviii).
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1.2 Research Questions

This study attempts to examine the AQIM and thedHlkram in two aspects. First,
the interplay between political opportunity strues; mobilizing structures, and
framing processes leading to the rise these movisman initial stage will be
analyzed. Second, the radicalization of some a&tfivvithin these movements will
be studied which is a result of unique circumstartbat serve as triggers to violence
and of course the radical view of their new actdrlus, this study asks:

(1) Do the AQIM and the Boko Haram utilized politicgdpmrtunity structures,
mobilizing structures and framing processes to $farm some individual's
grievances into collective venture?

(2) Does shifting political opportunity structures, plthe radical view of some
of AQIM’s and Boko Haram’s members have relatmthie radicalization of

these movements?

Several studidseveal that the AQIM and the Boko Haram emergeahederate
and conservative Islamist movements respectivehe o movements followed
similar trajectory to radicalization after their mbers believed in violence. What
conditions give rise to the two inclusive but diffat Islamist movements in Algeria
and Nigeria? To what extent does the interactietwben political structures
opportunity/constraints anthclusive Islamist movements have the propensity of
creatingexclusiveand violent movement?

The contemporary Islamist movements in Algevere formed in the late 1970s
and early 1980s. From 1979 to 1988 Islamists wdmnefly conservativesand
engaged in very little visible political mobilizah and opposition. Islamic activism
in this period was fragmented and was largely Bohito preaching and proselytizing
on university campuses and in mosques. Politicgiodpnity structures have

changed in Algeria in 1988. For example, politieavironment in Algeria became

® See for Example, Erin, Foster-Bowser and Angedmd®rs. 2010. “Security Threats in the Sahel and
Beyond: AQIM, Boko Haram and al Shabaab.” Comprshen Information on Complex Crises
(CFC), Mohammed, M. Hafez. 2004. “From Marginaliaatto Massacres: A Political Process
Explanation of GIA violence in Algeria.” Islamic Aigism: A Social Movement Theory Approach,
edited by Quintan. Wictorowicz, 37-60. Bloomingtdémdiana University Press.
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more open and multiparty system was allowed. Adogly, Islamists began to forge
formal political parties/organizations. That deystent led to the emergence of
more inclusive Islamist movements such as F&rakat al-Mujtama al-Islami
(HAMAS), and Mouvement de la Nahda IslamigMNI) in form of political
parties. The FIS became the most dominant partyrastalized through its inclusive
nature (Hafez 2004). The victory of FIS and subsetjaullification of 1991 election
by military junta indicated a shifting political pprtunity structure. The repressive
nature of the military toward FIS led to the tramwsfation and development of FIS
through the GIA and GSP®© what is known today as the AQIM championed By it
members with radical view.

Similarly, the political structure opporttynin Nigeria enables the rise of
conservative Islamist movements. Unlike in Algesibere Islamists used establish
formal political parties, Islamists in Nigeria haveen carrying out their activities as
conservatives but in inclusive organizations. Savéslamist movements such as
Qadriyya, Tijjaniyaand Jama’atu lzalatul Bid’a Wa lkamatul Sunnahave been
popular in Nigeria. Like other Islamist movements Nigeria, the Boko Haram
emerged as conservative organization in 1995 whienbAkar Lawan established
inclusiveorganization under the original narglulsunna Wal’'jama’ah HijraUntil
2003 when it first clashed with police, the moveimeemained pretty much
nonviolent. Subsequent, after the 2009 clashesicalad among Boko Haram
members changed the group modus operandi to viofent

Interestingly, the AQIM and the Boko Haréeygan their radicalization process
under military and democratic regimes respectivélye nullification of the 1991
elections, outlawing FIS and subsequent arresti®ftép officials has always been
presented as an excuse by Islamists in Algerissppu@se violent measures. Those
events serve as drivers to radicalization for Algeidslamists. Similar events drove
Nigeria’s Boko Haram to violence when in 2009, Yuaod many of his followers
were killed. In what was labeled by the Boko Haramretaliation for the extra
judicial killing of its leader, the group changed rhilitant movement with alibi of
vengeance. Those developments happened under dggimoegime in Nigeria. And
also, throughout their metamorphosis, they usetipalienvironment, mobilization

structures, and collective action frames to reangmbers.
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1.3 Research Methodology

This research uses qualitative approaches andctoltiata to study two similar
movements and answers the research questions bassecondary data analysis.
Secondary data analysis is simply the extractioknaiwledge on topics other than
those which were the focus of the original surveg ghe further analysis of an
existing dataset with the aim of addressing a rekeguestion distinct from that for
which the dataset was originally collected and gativeg novel interpretations and
conclusions (Fielding 2000 and Hinds et al 1997¢cdkdingly, the aim of the
secondary analysis in this study is to address mm&arch questions by analysing
previously collected data from books, books, jolgraand scientific articles reports,
newspapers, government and nongovernmental orgemgaurveys, YouTube clips
etc.

The thesis applies secondary data analgsiause it pursues interests distinct to
those of the original analysis, perform additioaaalysis of secondary sources
(Hinds et al., 1997); apply a new perspective anmew conceptual focus to the
original research issues. Therefore, secondarysisahay be of benefit because the
case of the AQIM and the Boko Haram are sensitheeand participants are difficult
to access.

The data collected in this study were omfjin collected as first hand
information, documentary, surveys, etc to examhe donditions that gave rise to
Islamic activism in both Algeria and Nigeria. Thatal are analyzed through social
movement framework. Though the social movementrihéas been popular on
peaceful and western movements, several religiond aonreligious violent
movements are studied through social movement yresowell.

Because this study uses the social movenheatry, the literatures analyzed
consist of analysis of Western social movementsraadements from non-Western
countries. The latter, in general, and especialtiiaal Islamism has been witnessing
paucity of research. On the violent Islamic activissimilar studies have been
conducted onHarakat al-Mugiwamah al-Islamiyyah (HAMAS), the GIA, the
Egyptian Islamic movement etc. Other Islamic mowvetsdhat are analyzed from

this framework of include the Egyptian Islamistsdaemenis Islamists that strived
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as a result of alliance forged between them andebené. Due to the lack of this
framework in studying violent Islamism, it will egreat contribution to this line of
research. One of the unique characteristics of #higly is that it treats two
movements from non-Western countries that alwayphasize ‘Islam’ in their
actions.

This type of study can be later repeatgdother scholars across Muslim
regions/countries since the use of violence is rmeoti phenomenon. Radical
Islamists do not just commit indiscriminate Kkillmg The histories of ethnic
nationalism, fascism, socialism, and non-Islamiadamentalism share similar
phenomena. One needs only to recall contemporamtewn Bosnia, India, Rwanda,
Sierra Leone, and Sri Lanka. Thus, this study Wwél useful to policy makers,
citizens and international community and institngiolt will contribute to the both
social movements and terrorism study since theystoduses on two movements
within and outside the Arab world.

The major limitation in this study is itsliance on secondary sources. This is
because Islamic activism in the Sahel, like in ofhet of the world is still on-going
process, and it's risky to collect data about theamd have access to members for
interviews. However, one of the weaknesses of saoevement research has been
the overrepresentation of studies conducted in &t&ve context, where a well
functioning democratic political system is the noffimus, this study contributes to
the literature on social movements in non-democrseittings because such studies
are not abundant. The lack of studies on radidaimism makes the whole study a
novel one. Hence, not all aspects of the theoletmacepts extracted from this line
of research will be directly applicable to the AQHvid the Boko Haram cases. As a
result, another challenge in this study is to emstlmat the concepts, and their
operationalization in the analytical framework, adapted to fit the specificities of

these two movements.

® Analysis of known Islamic terrorism from social mement theoretical framework is considered
new, yet Wiktorowicz collected several scholarlticdes that use similar approach to study Islamism
in, Quintan, Wiktorowicz ed., 2004. Islamic Actims A Social Movement Theory Approach.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
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1.4 Chapters and Organizations

This study consists of six chapters. The first ¢bas the introductory chapter. In
this chapter | introduced the whole case and dssmlistheoretical framework
employed in this study. The chapter also contdrgsd@search questions answered in
the study and research methodology. Chapter tveoliterature review chapter. The
chapter is divided into two parts: the first paviews social movement literatures

while the second part dwells on literatures onAEM and the Boko Haram.

The third chapter discusses the historimatelopment of the AQIM and the
Boko Haram. The chapter makes a brief historicaraew on Islamism in Algeria
and their development from a political party — 88 in the late 1980s to the final
integration of some of the dissidents to the magash Al-Qaeda in 2006. On the
Boko Haram, the chapter traces its origin from 1@®&n Abubakar Lawan founded
it. It also takes into account its metamorphosidenrate Muhammad Yusuf to its
present leader, Abubakar Shekau. Chapter four iedafe similar in many ways.
The fourth chapter is the application of theorytte case of the AQIM. The tripartite
social movement factors are applied to the AQIMagbr five is similar to four

except it focuses on the Boko Haram.

The sixth chapter compares and contrastgwibemovements. Similarities and
differences between the two are examined. The ehagpeculates on further
instability as well as peace in Algeria and Nigettaevaluates the two cases and
speculates what may possibly happen in the Sahalrasult of the AQIM and the

Boko Haram operations. The chapter, in essenceda®vhe conclusion.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Literature Review: Social Movement Theory

Social movement theorist and scholars underscareiniportance of three set of
factors in analyzing the emergence, developments emen decline of the social
movements/revolutions. These triads of factorsraferred to as, in conventional
shorthand, as political opportunity structures, imhg structures and framing
processes. The structure of political opportunitéesl constraints confronting the
movement; the availability of organizational sturet (both formal and informal)
through which people mobilize collective actions)dacollective processes of
interpretation, attribution and social constructibat mediate between opportunity
and actions are inseparable for activism inasmuchha presence of only two is
“insufficient to account for collective action” (MAdam et al. 1996, 2-5 also see
Coy 2011, 1 and King’s College 2007, 15-17). Thotaghered and developed by
American and European scholars, and dominateduuoly stf movements in America
and Europe (MacAdam et al. 1996, 2 and Wiktorovd094, 4), the field has been
one of the scholarly growth industries in sociaksces. Today, social movement
theory is extended to include non-Western movemanth as Islamic activism. The
official published call to integrate Islamic actw — which includes propagation
movements, political movements, terrorist groupd ather collective actors that
strive to establish a society govern my ‘Islamie/’la- within social movements
analytical tools is pioneered by David Snow andaBu#Marshall in 1984 (see
Wiktorowicz 2004, 1- 5). And Wiktorowi¢z edited anthology is exciting
development for scholars in social movement. Funtioee, social movement theory
has been yielding fruitful results in providing fied frameworks for studying

Islamic activism.

" This study acknowledges that the publication ofathology in 2004 by Wiktorowicz Quintan to
serves as a stepping stone for other scholarsstoalty Islamic activism from social movement
theoretical framework.
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2.1.1 Political Opportunity Structures

This model suggests that mobilization can take elaader favorable political
conditions and it focuses on the relationship betwsocial movements and political
institutions to understand movement mobilizatioradddam et.al (1996) argue that
movement’s actors have at the onset of their cdole@ctions some grievances and
optimism that they can sooner or later addressptiedlem collectively. Social
movements do not operate in void, but belong to reader social settings
characterize by shifting and fluid arrangementemdblement and restrictions that
shape their dynamics. These changes take placenwattwider environment, in
which the movement is embedded. Due to the divexgein purpose and goals, the
extents to which a given political structure isnarable or receptive to changes are
themselves subject to interpretation by actorsiwithe movement’s organizational
structure. Therefore, no matter how important thenge is, and how optimistic the
actors are, the political opportunity can only waikble when defined as such by
actors organized on shared definition of the sibma{MacAdam et al. 1996, and
Kurzaman 1996). Though focus on non-Islamic movdemédviacAdam et al call for
cross-national study to analyze similar movemewgtthbir size, form of organization
structure and degree of success “by referenceossarational differences in formal
structure of political power (1996, 17). This studyl answer the calls by comparing
two movements cross-nationally to substantiate ooly political opportunity

structures variable, but all the tripartite factorsocial movement theory.

It's argued in social movements theory tismist (irrespective of their types,
goals and tactics), act rationally by engaging astibenefit analysis to bypass and
escape obstacles to mobilization occasioned bytstet Various studies (Hafez
2004, Hafez and Wiktorowicz 2004, Lawson 2004, Rathinson 2004) concur that
even radical Islamists respond rationally and stigally to opportunities they find
in the political structures. Thus, “Islamic tersm” Beck (2008) argues, is not
accidental or unplanned. It “takes place in an mmment with political structure”
(2008, 1565), which empowers and often limits atilee actions. This accounts for

why scholars in Islamic activism underscore the antgmce of closeness and

17



openness of political space, which Olesen (200§)es is determined by country’s
political history and character of political systemgeneral.

The most cited variables in political oppmity structures model vis-a-vis
Islamic activism are the nature of state repressio@ state institutional capacity;
level of formal and informal access to politicalstitutions; and level of state
receptivity to movements (MacAdam et al. 1996, Wiktvicz 2004, Olesen 2009,
and Munson 2001). All these factors will affectalslic activism in particular and
social movements in genefalBecause of their strategic calculations, Islamists
occasionally contribute to changing political sture itself, which account for why
political system is more or less open to changgfegrent time.

However, the processes that radicamts follow to embrace violence are
not only peculiar to Islamic actors. The dynamitoiher movements are relevant
for understanding their actions. Social movemeseaeches maintain that radical
militancy can be one of the outcomes of contenfidella Porta 1995). For instance,
while state repression — which signifies closenaflsshe system — can suppress
mobilization, it can also make militancy more likeDella Porta’s, study of leftwing
radicals in Germany and ltaly inferred that stadpressions suppress moderate
alternatives, radicalize remaining supporters awegease radical actions (1995, 139,
143).

Terrorism also, Beck argues, depends orexibernal environment in which the
group operates rather than exclusively internal etision. For instance, in an
insecure environment without effective central autly, militants are able to seek a
given place, attract recruits, get resources, ang out attacks. Al-Qaeda fighters in
Irag and other militant organizations emerged ngt jfrom grievances or the
mobilization of resources but because the Amerinaasion demolished centralized
authority, creating the opportunity for new molalion and a threat to established

power arrangements (Beck 2008, 1569). It is theeeli&ely that political violence

8 Kurzman study of Iranian Revolution is instructivere. He argues that sometimes people perceived
opportunity while there is not and vice versa. Efiee, some collective actors instead organize
actions without foreseeing any opportunity with @etion that their action is powerful enough to
create opportunities. See Charles, Kurzman. 199Buétural Opportunity and Perceived Opportunity
in Social-Movement Theory: The Iranian Revolution1®79.” American Sociological Review, 61:
153-170
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can be dependent on specific event-based oppoesiniBeck’s argument is
significant because actors often perceive the weskrnof central authority as
prerequisite for their success. Conversely, Kurzfi®96) concludes that even when
actors believe that the central authority is notkyethey can mobilize collective
actions against it. This may eventually weaken andasionally overthrow the
government. He cited example of Iranian revolutishere Islamists believe in
formidability of the Shah governments but mobilagainst its coercive tendency.

The consequence is overthrowing the whole Pahkavasty in Iran (1996, 164-66).

Alan B. Kruegler (2007) shows that countnveth low levels of civil liberties
are more likely to be the countries of origin oé therpetrators of terrorist attacks
(2007, 79). Accordingly, perpetrators of terrorignd the states’ propensity for
repression are rather low in countries with higheleof liberties. Even in modern
democratic states nonetheless, some forms of swtivcan unleash repressive
responses from authorities. This will typically atve the use of infiltrators,
informers, agent provocateurs, police and intetigge services to check activism.
Obviously, repressive political contexts that depportunities for political action
and organizations in the open and through legahméla also tend to encourage the
opposition to structure itself into secretive célat operate underground. That type
of environment and structuring of the political ogjtion, in turn, often foster
political reflexes and outlooks that is conducieeektremism also. They feed into
conspiratorial mentalities, put a premium on secraad discipline, and encourage
oppositional movements to insist that their memladigde by a strict ideological and
behavioral code.

Della Porta opines that policing is arpartant indicator of the character of a
country’s political opportunities (1995). Policinggot only includes police
crackdowns on demonstrators or other forms of ertivdeemed to be disruptive, but
also infiltration and surveillance efforts directadwards activists and their
organizations. The important aspect here is theamyn and sometimes self-
perpetuating interaction between authorities aniviats. For example, authority
responses to terrorism are obviously provoked bitaire statements and/or actions

by terrorists, which later interpreted as injustigethe terrorists.
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2.1.2 Mobilizing Structures

The mobilizing structures perspectives in socialements have also dismissed the
causal importance of grievances in explaining tinergence of political contention.
As a result, they maintain that there must be meégliary variables that translate
individualized discontent into organized contentigdViktorowic 2004, 10).
McCarthy and Zald (1977)argue that grievances alone are not enough taiexpl
contention as most individuals at most times andnost places have complaints.
Grievances are thus necessary, but insufficiemxfmain why some events become
organized into sustained contentions and movenaaothers do not. For sustained
collective action, movements depend on materiauees and a base of supporters.
Therefore, the fundamental problem for collectietian is the resources available
for mobilization and the methods by which they arganized (Beck 2008, 1567-68).
One solution to the problem of resources is thabéishment of an organizational
capacity that can rally supporters, seek mater@itrioutions, and formalize
collective action into a movement. These processake us see actors not as
irrational outbursts intended to alleviate psychatal distress, but rather as
organized contention structured through mechanisfsiobilization that provide
strategic resources for sustained collective acfidrese types of mobilization take
place whenever movement is formal.

In the case of formal Islamic activism tttere akin to social movement
organizations, formal mobilizing structures are dug®Viktorowicz 2004, 10)“.
Legal Islamic activists frequently make use of #8®g college and university
students’ unions to mobilize followers. Islamic gomernmental organizations
(NGOs) like clinics, hospitals, schools charity isties and cultural centers offer

some basic incentives in form of goods and servioeshow that “Islam is the

® See John, D. McCarthy and Mayer N. Zald. 1977 stRece Mobilization and Social Movements: A
partial Theory.” The American Journal of Sociolo@2:6 for more about Resource Mobilization
Theory and its significance in social movementsbitipation.

1% Some Islamists, especially conservative and moelegaeaceful and reform minded organizations
enjoy free mobilization within states where raditslamic activists are demonized. These types of
movements have, in most cases good relations widite sapparatus that make them legal
organizations. They may also be seen as terrorisbine aspects but enjoy legal mobilizing strusture
in their society. See Glenn, E. Robinson. 2004amas as Social Movement.” Islamic Activism: A
Social Movement Theory Approach, edited by Quinfdiktorowicz, 112-142. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press.
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solution to everyday problem in Muslim society” (browicz 2004, 11). Even
though those NGOs may not challenge state authdnfctly, they highlight the
inability of the states to effectively cater foethocio-economic needs of its citizens.
They therefore, exploit their donations to promiseamic messages without direct
confrontations.

The recruitment “magnets” — mobilizing sttwres — to radical religious
activists, on the other hands, include prison atidious institutions such as church
and mosque. These are informal mobilizing strustuhat are commonly used by
radical activists. In the case of Islamic activisteey often concentrate their
mobilizing activities in mosques and preaching ataly circles, which serve as an
alternative to other formal mobilizing structur&¥iktorowicz, 2004: 11 and King’'s
College 2007, 33). King’s College’s report (200darscores the roles of “radical
mosques” in dragging people to terrorism:

Unlike most Christian churches, mosques play aggnal part in the day
to day lives of Muslim communities. They are nostjwcentres for
worship and spiritual enrichment, but they hostoadional activities,
perform welfare functions and serve as a gathepiage for different
generations... ‘safe havens’ from which to arrafggstics and raise
funds for active mujahideen, but also in orderttoaat potential recruits,
‘monitor [them] closely in the early stages and..feoffacilities’ to
support the process of integrating new recruits the structures of the
Islamist militant movement (33-9)

Interestingly, mobilizing recruits througieligious institutions is not only
peculiar to Islamists or radical Islamists in pautar. MacAdam’s (1982) study of
Afro-American Civil Rights Movements is illuminatin He examines how activists
in the movement were often recruited through bletltkrches. MacAdam’s point is
not that churchgoers had certain personal charsitsrthat render them more prone
to activism. Rather, the conversion from churchgderactivists took place within
the church. “it was not so much that movement pi@dnts were recruited from
among the ranks of the churchgoers as it was a afasburch membership being
redefined to include movement participation asieg@ry requisite of the role” (128-
29). Such conversions require an active roles pldyereligious leaders sympathetic
to movement demands. The actions of these leadsr®ed to convey to their

constituents the significance and legitimacy of rii@vement, as a result of that they
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encourage participation. Thus, movement leaderg able “to appropriate existing
leader/follower relationships in the service of rament goals” (132).

Nevertheless, as places that gather larggbeuof Muslims, mosques can help
the development and subsequent dissemination a$idkasically, mobilization tasks
are not roles that mosques play in Muslim socigtther preachers and clerics see in
mosque the potentiality of spreading their ideoldiggreby mobilizing recruits. As
relations between state and movements become témserole of mosque as
mobilization structure decreases. One can makessainthis argument considering
the fact that most radical Islamic activism are oye&n in society. The initial stage of
mobilization could be done in open places such asqgume, which may be
demolished by state as Islamists become militahes)ce apparent foes. The
mobilization ground shifted to prison, which oftehelter great number of Islamist
arrested in mosques (King’s College 2007, 39-4 adDlesen 2009). Prison can be
a target for mobilization because inmates are peoye to radical messages.

Scholars of social movements have it that oagtwof friends, family and
colleagues assist mobilizations in high risk astivi(Della Porta 1995, MacAdam
1982, King's College 2007, Wiktorowicz 2004 and @Gfhd Olesen 2009). As the
name indicates, high risk activism may result sking freedom, health and life.
Della Porta finds similar trends in non-Islamic igsk activism in Germany and
Italy (1995). In his study of terrorist recruitmeartd radicalization in Saudi Arabia,
Hegghammer (2006) has a similar inference as wdtlile many Jihadists in Saudi
Arabia were motivated by religious duty, “some redd to the fact that they had
sworn an oath [of allegiance] together with theierids...to liberate the Arabian
Peninsula” (2006, 52). They opted to keep the jwerthey made with their friends
by participating is radical activism.

2.1.3 Framing Processes

The concept of frame has considerate circulatiosoitial sciences. Its fecundity for
both descriptive and analytical purposes can bedan psychology, linguistic and
discourse analysis, communication and media stadypalitical science and policy
studies. And also, it has been applied analyticaltyl explored empirically in
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sociology (Benford and Snow, 2000, 611). In socredvement theory, the term
framing is used to describe the process of meacamgtruction that resonates with
potential participants and general public (Snow Bydd 2000, 123, Benford and
Snow 2000, 614, and Wiktorowicz 2004, 15). Thusalying how individual
participants ideate themselves as a collectivitgw hpotential participants and
bystander publics are convinced to partake in m@rgs) and the ways in which
meaning is produced, articulated, and disseminbiednovements actors through
interactive processes is done through the studsaafings. Strategic calculations by
social movement’s actors to link their interestd arterpretive frames with those of
prospective constituents and actual or prospectiseurce providers is what Benford
and Snow conceptualized as “frame alignment preséssSnow et al. 1986, 464
and Benford and Snow 2000,624).

Snow and Byrd (2000) identify three ctreaming tasks for social movements.
These framing tasks are imperative in studyingigtaactivism.Diagnostic framing
involves diagnosing some events and aspect of Isstiacture and system of
government and society as problematic that requedsess. Attribution of blame
and responsibilities also occur in the processethersking basic questions of “what
is or went wrong” and “who or what to blame”. Acdorgly, actors view some
features of political and social life that might peeviously viewed as misfortunes
now as injustice perpetrated by someone or songtRirognostic framingoffers
solution to the problem including pinpointing tastiand strategies, designated to
serve as antidotes. Prognostic framing therefodeesdes the question of “what to be
done”. Those subscribed to diagnostic and progndstming might still remain in
“balcony” of activism without motivational framingMotivational framingentails
elaborating rationale and constructing of vocabes$aof motive, provide stimulant to
action and overcome fear and risk that often aasedtiwith collective actions (Snow
and Byrd 2000, 124-30 also in Wiktorowicz 2004,165-

Fundamentally, the essential feature rafnfng processes for movements’
mobilization is frame resonance (Snow et al. 1988] Snow and Byrd 2000). The
key determinant of the differential success of fragnefforts is variation in the
degree of frame resonance, such that the highetdgeee of frame resonance, the

greater the probability that the framing effortslivide relatively successful. The
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credibility and its relative salience determine thgccess of framings. Islamic
activism frame “sacred values” which “surpass eooicahinking or considerations
of realpolitik (Altran and Axelrod 2008, 226). A similar procesonceptualized by
Wickham (2004) as “transvaluation of values” (Wikiaicz 2004, 25). For example,
in a social milieu in which people desire to haveaular university degree as both a
status symbol and an instrument of career advanagrtine Islamists may diminish
the relative value attached to secular knowledgeegathrough formal education.
Instead, greater priority and status may be giwemretigious knowledge gained
informally through self-study and group lessonsnaisques and madrasas. In their
deliberate rejection of values widely held withimeir own communities, young
Islamists frequently confronted intense oppositimm their parents and authority
(Wickham 2002). This reordering or “transvaluatioof’ values indicates that the
Islamic movement lessened graduate frustratiombygiroviding the means to satisfy
their aspirations for middle-class status, jobs] hfestyles but by promoting goals
more readily fulfilled within existing resource iraints.

The success of framing processes increalses its articulators are able to use
publicly recognized symbols and languages that ecnrsocial and cultural
experiences with collective memories. The mind$e¢he recruits is reconstructed in
accordance with new set of beliefs created by frartieulators. In Islamic activism,
participation is frame as religious duty which salute and all-embracing (King’'s
College 2007, 75). Moral obligation frames encoarggrticipants to embrace an
ideology that mandates participation as a moral,ddémands self-sacrifice, and
encourages fearless commitment.

However, Islamic activism is bedeviled bytlbantra and inter-movement
framing disputes. While Islamists may unanimoushd amutually agree about
responsibility for a problem, there is less or he&sion over strategies and tactics
(Benford and Snow 2000). Wiktorowicz thus, argueat prognostic framing puts

Islamist activists in to different categoriés.

1 1n introductory chapter of his edited anthologyjcWrowicz acknowledges that the concept of
Islam Huwa al Hall(see Wickham 2002), unites various Islamists. Begponding to be done splits
them as they vary in tactics and strategies. Theseflsma’il categorization of Islamists can be
contingent upon prognostic frames. See Dede, 2008iha’il categorization.
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2.2 Islamic Activism in the Sahel

Generally, the study of Islamic activism has bemgrented across disciplines.
Political scientists, for instance are mostly canee with how Islam influences the
state and politics; historians detail the historigfs particular Islamist group;

sociologists are interested in demographic survayscerning roots of Islamist
recruits; and religious studies scholars primafdgus on the ideas that motivate
Islamic activism. Certainly, those disciplines asble to produce greater
understanding about each particular element ofiislactivism without developing

models or frameworks that explain how all of thedements fit together, interact,

and influence the patterns of Islamic movement.

There is in particular, a paucity of litenas that deal with Islamic activism from
social movement framework. More often than not,ofafs underscore the causal
links between the “global war on terror” in stremgning Western enemies and
inciting violence in other Muslim countries thatoghsolidarity to Muslims invaded
by Western powers (Wiktorowicz 2004, Nye 2008, Gath 2008). These kind of
arguments treat Islamists in other Muslim countilesconjunction with “global
phenomenon” of political Islam. Islamic movementasely inscribed as an actor or
subject per se, to be evaluated or assessed owritserms. Instead, it's seen as part
of, or synonymous with the general movements ofceddslam prospering in the
Muslim world and the immigrant communities in thee$t/ The few sources that
analyze Islamic activism from social movement frarakks concentrated on the
Arab world and some Muslim countries in Asia. Tliere, we seldom find studies
that focus on non-Arab countries of sub-Sahararcafr

Mohammed Hafez (2004) provides a politicadgess explanation that spurred
Algeria’s GIA to espouse violent measures. Thesasmes included indiscriminate
attacks on security forces, government officiatsirpalists, intellectuals, foreigners,
and public workers and especially the civilian. dad, during the 1990s, the GIA
was responsible for an outbreak of civilian massadhat claimed the lives of
hundreds of lives. He outlines the interplay betwteee dimensions of contentious
politics—political environment, mobilization struces, and collective action

frames—to explain how anti-civilian violence is awutcome of an ill-fated
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convergence of three variables—indiscriminate r&pom, exclusive organizations,
and anti-system ideologies in Algeria. Hafez (2084nmarized his arguments thus:

Perpetrators of mass violence are not simply dribgnmotivational
imperatives, such as relative deprivation, idealabiorientation, or
rational calculation. They must undergo a progoessif radicalization
that is intimately connected to the broader pditiprocess of violent
contention. Specifically, massacres are more likelgppear when three
conditions related to repression converge: (l)estapression creates a
political environment of bifurcation and brutalit{?) insurgents create
exclusive organizations to shield themselves frapression; and (3)
rebels promote antisystem frames to motivate vioteliective action to
overthrow agents of repression (38).

The authorities in Algeria fraternizedamtively helped to bring into existence,
the FIS and sought to use it for their own purpdq#e& 2004). Hafez examines the
political opportunities that favored the establigmnof FIS and what accounts for
the tense relations between states and factionl®f which in many ways shares
important qualities with National Liberation Froffront de Libération Nationale
FLN). The FLN and the FIS had the tendency to thtive anti-French colonialism;
Arab socialism; including Islam as basic elemenmnafional identity, etc. (Fuller
1996, xi-xiii).

The debate for military annulment and ouitegvof the FIS, Malmvig (2006)
argued, created mix reactions from analysts bothimviand outside Algeria. Each
side, hence, portrayed its own position as beingzadoby the imperative of
safeguarding democracy and stability. The first demiocracy as machinery” —
recognized the FIS’s probable victory as a negess$ilemocracy, hence considered
the annulment of the elections and the takeovethbyarmy as undemocratic. The
work of any democratic system rested on the faat democracy must allow even
anti-democratic parties to be elected into govemtmwhether their ideology is
approved of or not. To overrule an electoral resualy because “the wrong people
had won, was to violate the very core of democrgd2906, 108). The interruption of
the electoral process reveals an antidemocraticdanderous character. It is an error
to interrupt an ongoing electoral consultation lseathe results are not convenient
to you alone. The second — “democracy as valued€seribe a possible victory of

FIS as an equivalent to an abolition of democragy] hence inscribed the takeover
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by the army as, if not being democratic, then astideing carried out in the defense
and to the advantage of democracy in the long ltwas accordingly possible for
both groups to inscribe the annulment and the takedy the army as anti-
democratic and democratic. They contended, howetet, democracy could not
allow its own eradication. The FIS would, as soeritavas elected into office, will
eliminate the very electoral process that had bmbuigto power (2006, 109). If
democracy, in this way was to support its own dioolj this would constitute a
contradiction and possibly lead to catastrophiaultes The Algerian army had
merely, acted preventively.

Thus, for the first time after attaining @pendence, the political structure in
Algeria became open to multi-party politics. Thisvdlopment made Islamists
visible in the political scenes whose prior roleanifested only in mosques and
schools across the country. From the independemtg late 1980s, political
Islamism was not a strictly organized movement vativell-defined ideology but
rather an unstructured and disparate mass of attiansght together because of their
marginalization by the state. It was only with fleending of the FIS in 1989 that
political Islamism found structure and organizatidme FIS only gained “power
when the opportunity arose in the 1990 municipatctgbns and the 1991
parliamentary elections” (Boubekeur 2008, 5).

Tsogo and Johnson (2011), examines how Nigepolitical environments is
conducive to “religious extremism”. They arguetttedigious and ethnic tensions in
Nigeria are inseparable variables. They share ainabnviction with those who
believe religious fundamentalism has been partgardel of northern Nigeria. Will
to Islamize Nigeria they contended, by predomirnaMuslim region of the north
provoked the creation of fundamentalists. In theecaf Boko Haram, the group
indiscriminate killing of Muslims is a “blow backb northern Nigeria, according to
this category. The moves and plans to Islamize Mdigead been in place since™9
century when Sokoto was established and flouristedhese days after the
implementation of Shari'a by 12 northern states {Ma2012, and Solomon 2013).
Those studies ignore the fact that the outbreaktiohic and religious violence in
Nigeria suggests that minority groups facing opgicestend to react as long as there

is a political opportunity at hand and the groups llhe motivation to act. For
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example, in the Christian dominate-southern Niggpeople seldom use religious
motivations to organize collective actions. Neveltss, they forged other
organizations to defy what they see as dominatidnjostice occasioned by statés

In northern Nigeria, (Muslim states in particuldsjJam can serve as instruments
through which people mobilize for collective acsosogo and Johnsons’ work is
important as it examines the Maitatshmovement of 1980s, which is synonymous
to Boko Haram in strategies and tactics. Theyeamhthat the sect's demonstrations
were also violently repressed but their activiiese rise to a “new type of activism,
using religion for political ends” (2011: 55). TBeko Haram is accordingly, viewed
by some as reincarnation of Maitatsine movementio(Bon 2013, ICG 2010,
Adesoji 2010, Danijibo).

In J. N. C. Hills’s accounts, the threatse by the Boko Haram is unique in
terms of tactics. But, it's not the only terrorggganization that emerged in northern
Nigeria. He argues that despite its both local amternational concerns about the
audacious attacks in north and central Nigeriawidts the Federal Government’s
failure to take adequate care of all its citizemat ted to Boko Haram’s emergence
and growth” (2013, 242). This study explores isesxe, how the Boko Haram
leaders utilized the available opportunities taitelpeaceful collective action and
changed to radical only after the opportunities bladnged. It's imperative to note
there is consensus among a number of sources titdt 2009 Boko Haram

conducted its operations more or less peacefuliiythat its radicalization followed a

21n the oil reach region of Nigeria, the Movement the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND)
is one of the largest militant groups in the Niita region of Nigeria. The organization claims to
expose exploitation and oppression of the peopléhefNiger Delta and devastation of the natural
environment by  public-private  partnerships  betweethe Federal = Government  of
Nigeria and corporations involved in the productidroil in the Niger Delta. Among the Ighos, a &ib
that ignited Nigerian civil war between 1967-70 Mevement for the Actualization of the Sovereign
State of Biafra (MASSOB) reemerged with the aimseturing the resurgence of the defunct state
of Biafra from Nigeria. The Oodua People’s Congr@BC) is a militant Yoruba nationalist
organization situated in south-western Nigeria.

13 Maitatsine is a fundamentalist organization thaureed religious upheavals in 1980s. The riots
began in Kano and extended to northern states éadudari, Kaduna and Yola, capital of Adamawa
state. For details study on Maitatsine see, Katarzy. Skuratowic. 1987. “Fundamentalist Religious
Movements: A Case Study of the Maitatsine MovemanNigeria.” M. A Thesis, University of
Louisville. Mervyn, Hiskett. 1987. “The Maitatsifiots in Kano, 1980: An Assessment.” Journal of
Religion in Africa 209-223.
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government clampdown in 2009. (Human Rights Wa@t?2 Walker 2012, Onuoha
2012, and Adibe 2013).

However, due to the increased concernsatrelSas new hub for Islamic radical
activism and the threats those groups pose toritiee éAfrica, some scholars treat
Boko Haram and AQIM as synonymous movements in maspects (Blanquart
2010, ICG 2010, Tanchum 2012, Foster-Bowser amdl&s 2012, Gourley 2012,
Connell 2012, Adibe 2013, Hill 2013, and US Homédlg®ecurity Report 2013).
Most of these are reports and mere historical tians that focus only on the
identity of the AQIM and the Boko Haram as meredest organizations. More so,
emphases are based on the fact that the two moverdemonize and indict the
West, serve as threats to Western interests in loene countries, and had attacked
United Nations buildings in their various countridRegarding similarities and
differences, this study takes into cognizance tham@ables examined in existing
literature. In addition, the lacunae left by exigtiwork will be filled. The vacuum
lies in the fact that different political opportties produced the AQIM and the Boko
Haram who share similar goals with other Islamatsover the world. Instead of
underscoring raising the banner of “Islam” in thaativism, more attention will be
on the Boko Haram and the AQIM similar developmkptacess.

The FIS emerged as conservative and sudddelieloped into moderate
movements that mobilized in a similar way that 8b&flovement Organizations
(SMOs) mobilize resources. The membership criteniahe FIS facilitated its rapid
expansion. It divided its members into sympathizeupporters, and activists. Only
activists had to avoid link with any religious oolgical and devote their time and
energy to the activities of the organization. Ferthore, only active members had to
contribute 5 percent of their monthly income to thrganization (2004: 45-6). In
Nigeria, Boko Haram’'s sponsorship has been a mgsierissue. Reports
demonstrated that other Salafists and Jihadistdlioidle East, Asia and some
philanthropists from northern Nigeria provided ficgal aid to Boko Haram (Human
Rights Watch, 2012 and Walker, 2012). The roleyguaby ideology in alluring
people to support movements that seem to suppertdbses of their sacred values
are ignored. Coreligionists in other religions suppeligious movements as well. In

Christian society for instance, churchgoers pdyetiio support their churches. The
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underlying idea is that aligning movements’ str@gglwith religious creed
encourages people to give out percentage of theame. This is contingent upon
movements’ leadership ability to forge framing thagsonate with potential
sympathizers. When partakers donate to activisey ttannot delimit what to do
with or how to utilize the resources.

In two separate studies, Brandler (2012) aimdio (2013) inferred that the
methods and tactics employed by Nigerian secuoitges to crush the Boko Haram
insurgency have been counterproductive. Liolioifmtance, believes that the root
cause of Boko Haram is connected to bad governdmedurther explains “my
argument and final conclusion therefore, is that ihot cause of insurgency [Boko
Haram] is traceable to bad leadership as one ordieven ten persons cannot
successfully conduct insurgency” (97). He conchet tnsurgency is a collective of
many who are given reasons why they have to jaml #he chances of joining
increases if they are frustrated by bad leadersbgunterinsurgency on the other
hand, has the effects of not just destroying tteestor leading to the death of
innocent civilians, but that it has a higher posisjbof “leading a mere insurgency
into a classical state of terrorism and for thesamn, it is better to avoid any situation
that can lead to insurgency than attempting to mune” (98). The use of force by
Nigeria’'s government to quell the Boko Haram atttimeshold, Brandler concluded,
“is counterproductive in protecting the state, d¢tizens and reducing [the Boko
Haram] violence” (5). This study takes into acdotlmse arguments and compares
the Boko Haram with the AQIM to gauge the effectstdte repression, plus the
radical view of their members in producing radilsémists.

Onapajo and Uzodike (2012), maintairt tha emergence of the Boko Haram
is inseparable to the trinity of factors — indivadustate and international. At the
individual level of analysis, they inferred that sti interpretations of Western
civilization as incompatible with Islamic creed pided the ideological basis for the
Boko Haram’s dramatis personae. The recruits geblabical justification from
Yusuf who “saw the state as an image of Westerasidend systems, given its
secular nature” (2012, 29). The personality of Boko Haram members however,
maintained the struggle when they consider theipas as vengeance on behalf of

comrades whom were killed by security agents. Hsé ihdividual factor that lured
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some wards into the Boko Haram was, accordingisostindy, monetary rewards that
accompanied their actions (30). “Nigeria typifiegad example of a failing or weak
state that is fast gravitating towards a failedcollapsed state like Somalia and
others”, Onapajo and Uzodike argued. The failurdNimferian state explains, to a
greater extent why the Boko Haram members demdhizetate. “Besides poverty,
inadequate security, the negligence of securiticef§ and general impunity in the
country are clearly significant factors that aicke thctivities of the group... the
porosity of Nigeria's borders has also aided eaxyess to arms and ammunition
used by the group (31-33). Internationally, thepwdra relationship between the
current wave and rage of religious terrorism in mhedern world, which is largely
informed by an increased opposition to cultural @ednomic imperialism in the
present world system — and the outbreak of the Bddw@am terror in Nigeria (2012,
26).

Handful of sources on Islamism in Algerisalnarrates the roles played by
Algerian military as counterproductive (Volpi 200Biliu 2009, Thornberry and
Levy 2011, Gray and Stockham 2008, Pham 2011, ardhéh 2010). In the early
days of the conflict between military junta and tlskamists, political opposition
between ‘radicals’ and ‘moderates’ — or consenestiand reformers — inside the FIS
was transformed by the advent of the armed instorecThese two political groups
had different opinions on why it was most usefulhtave a stake in the state
apparatus. ‘Moderates’ had argued that their galitiparticipation in the ruling
institutions ought to be dictated by pragmatic adestions, such as their need for
the Islamization of society. By contrast, the ‘i faction pointed out that this
political involvement was a means of ensuring tiet state repressive apparatus
could not be utilized against the Islamic movemigné FIS). After the June 1991
strike and the arrest of some radical leaders, thegan to think that the regime
would increasingly use the security apparatus topsess political dissent, and
suggested that the FIS should take counter-meadwyredeveloping its military
capabilities (Volpi 2003, 67). The ‘moderates’, ltading that period concurred that
these tactics were counterproductive and thatdbsdhanding over the moral high

ground to the regime, they would endanger the wrestytutions that the party wanted
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to utilize for the struggle against France neo-c@ation and propagation of Islamic
reform. With this repression, the army effectivalgstroyed the organizational
capabilities of the FIS by disconnecting the linkdogtween the party leadership and
its base. The ‘moderates’ suffered most from tipeession, as the FIS members who
were caught in this wave of arrests were the orfes eonfronted the soldiers with
slogans and stones in street demonstrations. Howdve more radical Islamic
fundamental actors, inside and outside the partgeducracy began recruiting
disappointed FIS members and sympathizers stigethtiyy government repression
into underground networks, and prepared them foammed uprising. Thus, civil
disobedience turned into civil war. After the nahy intervention of January—
February 1992, the guerrilla organizations begaenm®rge and challenge the new
Algerian regime.

Those sources explained much on radicatimaprocesses. They however,
followed the same fragmented research agenda p®tite focus on causal relations
between state repression and insurgency. The auttonot link the environment,
organizations and frames, which are imperativervet@ng variables that sustain the
recruitments and radicalization even under statepressive measures.
Conventionally, repressions have the propensitgupfpressing rebellion and deter
people from participation but do not sustain mowvetisestruggle. Generally, a
movement in a repressive environment encountersrakeconstraints that it must
overcome to effect change. On the other hand, thement tries to mobilize more
partakers. To overcome this problem, movement azgasymust and ways to recruit
only trustworthy activists. There is also threattth decisive blow from the security
forces could torpedo a movement. Movements undeepaessive environment,
therefore accumulate material and organizationabueces slowly and must be

careful not to lose them to state repression.
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CHAPTER THREE
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF AL-QAEDA IN THE
ISLAMIC MAGHREB (AQIM) AND BOKO HARAM

3.1 Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)

Political Islamism and the associated manifestatioh Islamism are not new to
Algeria but, the objectives pursued by its adheréiatve varied considerabpuring
their anti-colonial struggle, the words “jihad’hd “martyrdom” were appropriately
used by Algerian nationalists in consolidating th&upport among the Algerian
citizens. The emergence of a secular socialise stfier the 1962’s independence,
thus, came as a disappointment to those who haghsdbe establishment of an
Islamic regime. The political and economic discontgoof the late 1980s
disillusioned the feasibility of Islamic regime,chareated vulnerable group attracted
to their cause (Boubekeur 2008 and Pham, 2012).

Since the time Algeria gained independencenfFrance, it has been dominated
by the FLN, a political party derived from libe@i movement that expelled the
French colonialists after an armed and populaggteu While the FLN always had
Islamic overtones, it was from the start a secnédrenalist liberation movement
based on the Nasserism, which was amongst the potet political ideologies in
the Arab World. The Algerian Islamists that fougtibngside the FLN during the
independent struggles were marginalized by Mohamwlachad Ben Bella’s (.
1963 to 1965)uasi-socialist government.

Algeria’s first militant Islamist group, eh Armed Islamic Movement
(Mouvement Islamique Armée MIA), appeared in 1980 known as the Bouyali
Group, named after its founder Mustafa Bouyali (39987), the MIA fragmented
after Bouyali was assassinated by security foraes1987. President Chadli
Bendjedid (r. 1979-1992) introduced limited pokticreforms in October 1988
including allowing multi-party elections. Numerousligious movements/parties
emerged, including the FIS, Harakat al-Mujtama s&hi (HAMAS), and
Mouvement de la Nahda IslamiqU®NI). Alongside these registered Islamist
organizations and parties, a number of small growih a radical Islamist
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orientation emerged as well. These includedr bil Ma"rouf wal Nahi "an al-
Munkar, Takfir wal-Hijra, Jama"at al-Sunna wa al-Shari"and Ansar al-Tawhid
(Hafez, 2004, Harmon, 2010 and Chivvis and Liepmaithough there were other
Islamist parties, the FIS was by far the most daminone. The FIS first of all,
rejected the modern Algerian state with its pditiprocess. “Nevertheless, the party
decided to use democratic methods and tools, ssclpasty organization and
participation in elections” to achieve the end (Bekeur 2008, 5). The FIS therefore
participated in local elections in June 1990 and alale to secure more seats in local
government elections. More significantly, the Fi§pmessed serious ambitions to
participate in the national elections of 1991 anobitwed myriad social forces to
support its interest. It was able to organize Istapolitical parties and mobilizes
followers through preaching, rallies, demonstragiamd especially the 1990’s local
government elections. The inclusive nature of ti facilitated its rapid expansion
in the movement because the membership criteri;emnadm for less committed
activists.

Coincidentally, the same period saw the retfrhundreds of Algerians who had
gone to join the Afghan mujahedin in the fight aghithe Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. Some have noted that on their retie@s,Afghanis as they became
known, continued wearing Afghan-style clothing, fasa and turbans. These
Algerian “Afghans” had been among the most numerof the Arab contingents in
the Pakistan-based jihadist community and, onagrmetl home, often equated the
“infidel” regime in Moscow that, at least accormdj to their narrative, they had
defeated with the “infidel” regime in Algiers wbh still ruled their country (Pham
2012, 241-42).

After a strong showing in national electidhat brought the FIS to the edge of
assuming power, the secular military fatefully ded to nullify the election results,
seize power and initiated anti-FIS measures theluded its ban in March1992.
Hafez (2004) succinctly described the situation:

In February of that year [1992], the authoritiexmgd five detention
centers in the Sahara desert to hold thousandsmagss range from
6,000 to 30,000—of FIS activists, including 500 m@yand councilors.
Special courts, which had been banned under th@ d®&stitution, were
re-established to prosecute “terrorists,” and ily &une of these courts
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sentenced Abassi Madani and Ali Belhaj (the top [EEglers) to twelve
years in prison. As time went on, the state clodedgn all the cultural
and charitable organizations of the FIS and ordéreddestruction of all
unofficial mosques, which were popular with Islatsisin 1992 and
1993, a total of 166 Islamists were sentenced abhgdenostly in absentia.
By 1996, according to an Algerian human rights oiz@tion, there were
116 prisons with 43,737 prisoners, half of whom evexccused of
terrorism. The gravest development since 1993, kewevas the almost
daily killing of Islamists, either through manhunts clashes during
searches. Many human rights organizations condenthedmilitary
regime’s use of torture, [disappearances], anceittajudicial killing of
suspected Islamists (46).

The political exclusion and indiscriminagpression against the FIS resulted in
the migration of many FIS activists toward radi@abanizations that rejected
democracy, the electoral process, and the Algemigitary regime altogether (Volpi
2003). The prohibition of the FIS at once removedodtical outlet for Islamists
energy and vindicated those within the movemernt bleéieved violent jihad would
be the only means by which the faithful could elstaba state ruled by Islamic law.
In light of the above development, by the end 082,9many of the FIS activists
united around one of the following three militamganizations: the Islamic State
Movement [e Mouvement pour I'Etat IslamiqueMEI), Mouvement Algérien
Islamigue Arméeand a conglomeration of armed groupsTakfir wal-Hijra and
Amr bil- Ma"rouf and from the informal network of the Algerian Afgis (Hafez
2004, 46-7). However, the MIA after the coup became of the most important
principal movements determined to overthrow theinnegand committed to the
restoration of the FIS’s plans through violent neaAbdelkader Chebouti was
selected as the MIA’s national emir in 1992. Despis leadership, the MIA was not
entirely unified and he found it difficult to corlgate authority over so many

emerging and diverse militant groups.

3.1.1 The Armed Islamic  Group GIA, {3&ma'ah al-Islamiyah al-

Musallahg Groupe Islamique Armé).

The Islamists’ leaders organized a conference @f ua face a common enemy in
1992. However, security forces launched a surptsek on the leaders of the armed

groups during the conference, killing several peppicluding the leader of one of

35



the armed groups. The attack led to suspicionsdtaé agents had infiltrated the
armed groups, putting an end to unity talks. Conently, some of the disparate
radical groups decided to form a new organizatiothedama"a al-Islamiyya al-
Musalahaor GIA which became the most prominent armed giou®93 because of
its daring attacks against security forces. The @tt#acted a number of former FIS
activists and leaders including Muhammad Said, Afadak Rejjam, Yousuf
Boubras, and Said Mekhloufi (head of MEI), who jalhed in May 1994 (Hafez
2004, 47).

The anti-GIA FIS’s leaders responded by fogn@ rival group, theArmeée
Islamique du SalutAIS), in July 1994. The AIS brought together tighfers from
the MIA and other groups not affiliated with theAGIThe formation of the AIS
changed the terms of the militant Islamist movemmebéecause the AIS claimed to
have formed a resistance organization that wasialtly subordinated to the political
leadership of the FIS. Presenting itself as thetamyl wing of the banned FIS, the
AIS distanced itself from the GIA and attemptedstionulate Muslims who wanted
to see a return to normality and the democraticgse because of the indiscriminate
killing the GIA espoused. The AIS stressed its @mtions to the imprisoned FIS
leaders. As a result, the GIA under Djamal Zitob@gan a violent campaign against
both the AIS fighters and the FIS leaders. Theggftre creation of the GIA in 1993
and the AIS in 1994 had the effect of turning entregions of Algeria into
“battlefields”. Some scholars and commentators ssgthat the GIAs acted more as
a singular organization, and that they formed aemar less united front with a
common agenda. The GIA thus, united under commativenof an antigovernment
guerrilla movement. Zitouni expanded the organoratthrough supports bies
Afghanis

To be a true Muslim, according to the GIAmers, one must unite under one
banner and prepare for jihad in order to securer ymmeland in the name of
“Islam”. The GIA initially targeted government amdilitary facilities but also
became known for attacking civilians and persomassiociated with the AIS (Hafez
2004 and Smith 2009). The GIA engaged on a campafrbombing and

indiscriminate killing across Algeria throughoutetimid-1990s. Several villages
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suspected of supporting AIS elements were burndgde@round and its inhabitants
killed by brutal methods. Many of the victims, inding women and children, were
executed by machete attacks and had their bodsesednbered.

The primary goal of the GIA was the estdbient of an Islamic state in
Algeria, and transforming the entire society. Wiilany Algerians wanted the same
state, the brutal nature of the GIA rendered itajoytar among the people in Algeria.
As the 1990s progressed, several members of thel€aldership began to disagree
with the methods in which the GIA attacked civilitargets. They realized these
attacks were leading to a continual loss of suppbato men, Hassan Hattab and
Amari Saifi, issued a fatwa in 1997 calling for tB&A to cease targeting civilians
and for the creation of a new Islamic organizatieat would carry the will of the

people. The struggle in Algeria had now taken agotiirn.

3.1.2 The Salafist Group for Call/Preaching and GatmGSPC Groupe salafiste
pour la Prédication et le Combjat

Created in 1998 by a former GIA regional commandéassan Hattab, as a
corrective to the strategic and tactical mistakethe GIA, the GSPC became the
numerically strongest of the breakaway groups. @oming the GIA doctrine of the
apostasy of the entire Algerian society, the GSR€rtkd its attacks on government
and security officials. The various attempts by #igerian government to achieve
national reconciliation with Islamists actually petl the GSPC to expand. GSPC'’s
national emir, Abdelmalek Droukdel, (a.k.a. Abu MhsAbdel Wadoud), who
eventually acceded to the leadership after Hattab displaced for trying to make his
peace with the regime expanded the grup.

Under the Droukdel, the GSPC actively soumlitcloser relations with the Al-
Qaeda and initiated the conversation with Abu MuskbBargawi, the leader of Al-
Qaeda in IragJama’at al-Tawid wal-Jidad Droukdel had first reached out to the

4 Ousted founder of the GSPC Hassan Hattab, annduimc@005 that he backed Bouteflika's
reconciliation program and that he would do alldoald to bring the GSPC in from the fight. The
GSPC immediately declared Hattab an “apostate”wdob ‘thallen into the trap of the tyrant.” See Le
Seuer chapter 7.
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Al-Qaeda in Iraq in order to help free Saifi in @It must be noted that the GSPC
reached out to the Al-Qaeda as early as 2003 heustter’s leadership was reluctant
to embrace it. Al-Zargawi too understood the bdaeafi a merger with the Algerians.
In an interview, Droukdal confirmed that al-Zarqaavid his “brothers” within the
Al-Qaeda had played a “pivotal role” in his decrsto join “the organization.” “We
and Al-Qaeda are one body. It's normal that thely sjeonger by us and we get
stronger by them. They back us up and we back tinenThey supply us and we
supply them with any kind of support, loyalty, atviand available support.” (Le
Sueur 2010, 155).

Perhaps the most interesting—and, poténtialost dangerous— developments
in the ongoing evolution of AQIM are taking placettwrespect to the group’s
southern command, what was formerly its Zone 9,edag most of southern
Algeria. The southern command has been operatiagrre of the Sahelian countries
in its bid to make the struggle regional and indgional in the long run.

Under the leadership of Mokhtar Belmokhtalk.aa. Khaled Abou al-Abbas,
popularly known as Laa ouar (‘“one-eyed”) or Mr.aMboro, an acquaintance of
Abu Mus’ab al-Zarqawi from the year-and-a-half laelIspent in Afghanistan in the
early 1990s, receiving military training in the Htia and Jihadwal camps, as well
as at al Qaeda camps in Jalalab®@JM has spread its operations across the Sahel
into Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and elsewhéRham 2012, and James 2012).
Regional socioeconomic conditions, especially i 8ahelian states of Mauritania,
Niger, and Mali, offer an excellent environment tbe growth of militant groups.
Vast distances, weak states, dispersed populatomasdeep poverty all leave these
lands susceptible to cross-border crime and insusgeOpportunities for smuggling
and other illegal activities are widespread andiore powers’ capacities—and
sometimes motivation—for combating them are vanytkd.

!> Amar Saifi, also known as El Para became popttar he successfully orchestrated a high-profile
multi-million-dollar kidnapping of 32 European taésts (ten Austrians, 16 Germans,four Swiss, one
Swede and one Dutchman) in the Sahara Desert iu&gb-March 2003. El Para also brought jihadis
from Mauritania, Mali, and Niger into his operat®onin March 2004, with the US and other
international military forces in pursuit, Saifi ahts band of men were found in Northern Chad. After
a gun battle, he escaped from a US-led force batoaaght on March 16, 2004 by a local rebel group
known as the Movement for Democracy and Justicehiad Mouvement pour la Démocratie et la
Justice au Tchad MDJT.
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The GSPC under Belmokhtar expanded from its maigbase in the hinterlands of
Algiers into the Algerian Sahara and northern Mbaitly because it was pushed out
of northern Algeria by security forces. This pressihad like intensified by
September 2002, when President Bouteflika crackeehdn the militants (Harmon
2010)

3.1.3 The AQIM

While AQIM is expanding its operation toward otl&ahelian countries, Droukdel
quickly revamped the organizational structure agtdlse group on a path in line with
Al-Qaeda’s strategy. Despite its global connediovith the Al-Qaeda and other
groups, the GSPC might not have been able to putsueause of overthrowing
Bouteflika’s government had it not been for George W. Bush'’s decisionttaci
Irag and Afghanistan in 2003. The American-led swwa and subsequent occupation
of Iraq, in particular, galvanized waning militastamist movements and helped to
radicalize the disenfranchised Algerian youth (lLee® 2010) Aware of a possible
destabilizing blowback from the Second Gulf WaruBslika himself argued openly
against the lIraq invasion in 2003. Understanding tontext and the ferocious
disapproval of the American occupation of Iraq tlgleout the Muslim-majority
countries, the GSPC stated that it would join fereath the Al-Qaeda which was
determined to attack coalition forces and Westaterésts. In September 11, 2006,
GSPC links itself officially with the Al-Qaeda

In 2007, the GSPC proclaimed its formal reengith Al-Qaeda. With Zawahiri
and bin Laden leading Al-Qaeda’s charge, Drouka&insdecided to change the
name of his organization and to focus on the glgibald. In January of 2007, a
message was posted declaring the establishmertteoAkQaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb. Some Jihadist groups posted congratylab@ssages to AQIM as they
had joined the global jihad (Smith 2009). AQIM fmlled this announcement with
deadly bombing attacks, the attacks have contimegdbnly in Algeria but also in

'8 Abdelaziz Bouteflika (born 1937) is an Algerian itiolan who has been the fifth President of
Algeria since 1999. Previously he served as Ministd-oreign Affairs from 1963 to 1979.

17" See http://www.discoverthenetworks.org/Articles/Al%20€ams%20New%20Ally.html and/or
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5345202.¢awcessed 15th December, 2013)
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Morocco and elsewhere. In turn, these developmemdgeria have encouraged the
US and other militaries to partner with Algeria aitgl neighbors in the Sahel in

major counter-terrorism initiatives (Le Sueur 2Q10)
3.2 The Boko Haram

Nigeria has an estimated population of 180 millidhe country is approximately
fifty per cent Muslims forty-four per cent Chrigtsand one percent of traditional
religion. Prior to and even after the arrival ofrépeans into Africa, Arabs and
Africans interacted through pilgrimage, politicsade, war, slavery, and Sufi
missionary activities in both West and East Afri@etween approximately A.D.
1000 and 1600, Islamic scholars, traders, and amasies migrated from North
Africa to much of West Africa primarily in search gold and salt resources (Trans-
Saharan trade). The close association of religiand commercial endeavours
resulted in the partial Islamization of West Afrifdast 1996). In northern Nigeria,
Islam's penetration was limited in the beginnirge tourt elite and some populace
professed the faith, but they mixed Islam with pagi@m. Yet Hausa cities like Kano
earned a reputation for Islamic scholarship asyeasl the fifteenth century and
became destinations for traveling Muslim scholargluding North Africans
(Thurston 2009).

In the 19 century, Islam in northern Nigeria was revived the Sokoto
caliphaté®, an institution which remains the center for rielig and administrative
affairs of Nigerian Muslims until the colonial camegt of the region in the first
decade of the 2bcentury. Qadiriyya and Tijaniyya were the firstablished and by
far the largest Sufi brotherhood in Nigeria, andiably in all parts of West Africa.
A countervailing group to the Sufis in the nortldahroughout Nigeria is the Izala

movement® and later Shiite movement in 1980s.

8 Hundreds of sources exist on the sokoto Caliphhig study cannot explore them in details. See for
instance Murray, Last. 1967. Sokoto Caliphate. Njah: Humanities Press. John Spencer,
Trimingham. 1962. A History of Islam in West Afric@xford University Press. R. A Adeleye. 1971.

Power and Diplomacy In Northern Nigeria, 1804-190%ie Sokoto Caliphate and Its Enemies.
California: Humanities Press.

'° The Izala Movement (formally, Jama’atu Izatul Bii’'Wa Igamatus Sunnah) in Nigeria is an anti-
Sufi movement that was established 1978 by Shedkialil Idris (1937-2000). The reform program
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The exact date of the emergence of the Baduaid sect is full of controversies
especially if one relies on media accounts. Mostlland foreign media trace its
origin to 2002, when Mohammed Yusuf emerged as |#aeler of the group.
However, the Boko Haram is said to be founded 8518y Abubakar Lawan under
the original nameAhlulsunna Wal’jama’ah Hijrain northeastern state of Borno.
Lawan later left the country for studies at the wénsity of Medina in Saudi Arabia,
which accorded Mohammed Yu&Ufopportunity to emerge as its new leader.
(Connell 2012, Human Rights Watch 2012, JSOU Repdi2, and Onuoha 2012).
Since then, the sect has metamorphosed under san@mes like théuhajirun,
Yusufiyyah, Nigerian Taliban, Boko Haram and Jarma’Ahlissunnah lidda’awati

wal Jihad.

Therefore, origins of the Boko Haram lieargroup of radical Islamists youth
who gathered at the Alhaji Muhammad Ndimi MosqueMaiduguri under their
leader a decade ago. In 2002, an offshoot of thighygroup (known as Nigerian
Taliban) declared that they were embarkinghgra (a withdrawal) from what they
regarded as “corrupt”, “sinful” and “unjust” seculstate. The group moved from
Maiduguri to a village called Kanama, Yobe stateamNigerian border with Niger
republic, to set up a separatist community runliskatic” principles. Some of them
were believe to be college and university graduetes tore their diplomas to join
the muhajirun They espoused anti-state framings and calledtbar dMuslims to
join the group and return to a life under “truefatwic law, with the aim of making a
more perfect society away from the “corrupt” estbhents. Following dispute
regarding fishing rights in a small lake betweea ¢moup and the host community,
the government sought to dissolve the group. Thested the first clash between

them and the Nigerian police.

Following the involvement of Nigerian armythe security operatives

successfully crackdown on the group. Many of thgekan Taliban members were

of the movement consists primarily of fighting “Bati” (innovations) and establishin the Sunnah of
the Prophet. Obviously, Sheikh Abubakar Gumi (12292), influenced the rise of Izala.

2 Mohammedy usuf (29 January 1970 — 30 July 2009), also knawtystaalohammedYusuf, was

a Muslim sect leader. He was born in Girgir villagm Jakusko, present day Yobe state,
Nigeria. Yusuf enrolled for and received a Qur’'amittication in the Chad and Niger Republic.
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either killed or captured, which dispersed the Bélavzam members from the aréa.

The group reappeared in early 2004 in Borno buinaghey were overpowered by
the security operatives. Conflicting accounts emistwhether Yusuf went to Saudi
Arabia voluntarily or escaped the 2004 encountdn wecurity forces. Nevertheless,
Human Right Watch quoted Yusuf acknowledging hie o teaching the Nigerian

Taliban Qur'an and urges them to eschew violence:

These youths studied the Koran with me and witkei® Afterwards
they wanted to leave the town, which they thougiyure, and head for
the bush, believing that Muslims who do not shdr@rtideology are
infidels... “I think that an Islamic system of gomenent should be
established in Nigeria, and if possible all ovee thorld, but through
dialogue” (Human Rights Watch 2012, 31-2).

Yusuf continued preaching, writing bookadapamphlets in the newly
established mosque in a piece of land believecetowned by Yusuf father-in-law,
Baba Fugu Mohammed. Video and audio CDs that dasrinterpretations of Qur’an
and some religious books were distributed throughotthern Nigeri&? Until 2008,
the name Boko Haram was not popularized but thapgyiad gained press attention
in Nigeria, and interest from the U.S. becauséefdatchy name locals had given it:
the Nigerian Taliban It also caught the attention of the Nigerian raedecause
many of the group’s members were the sons of wealtid influential people in
Borno (Walker 2012, 3). Yusuf's movement eventuatlgk on the namé@ama’atu
Ahlissunnah lidda’awati Wabihad (people committed to the teachings [of the
Prophet], preaching, and jihad). The locals nantedgroup Boko Haram, which
literally translates as “Western education is fddan” in Hausa language.

In the summer of 2009, the clash between Bo&o Haram and security
intensified and that event made the former populhe confrontation began on June
11 in Maiduguri when security personnel and pa#ots in a Boko Haram

members’ funeral procession clashed over lattersedfto wear motorcycle helmets.

2l See Anna Borzello, “Tracking down Nigeria’s ‘Taitv sect,” BBC Online, January, 14, 2004.
Accessed October 9, 2013

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/3393963.stm

2 For the analysis of Yusuf preaching and writingsell as the counter response from Boko Haram
antagonists among Islamic clerics see The PopulacoDrses of Salafi Radicalism and Salafi
Counter-radicalism in Nigeria. 2012ournal of Religion in Africa 42: 118-144. Howevére discs,
pamphlets, books and even clips were outlawed mefia as anybody caught with them will be
apprehended by security. Nevertheless, few exidauTube.
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Nigeria had passed a law mandating the use of matler helmets, but during a
funeral procession to bury some of their member® wied, the Boko Haram
members were refused to adhere to this law. Membiees task force (Joint Task
Force popularly known as JTF) comprised of militand police personnel opened
fire on the procession, injuring £7. “Yusuf demanded justice, but the authorities
neither seemed to investigate the alleged use wafefmor apologized for the
shootings” (Human Rights watch 2012, 33).

As tensions escalated, the police on Julyaded houses of suspected Boko
Haram members in Biu, southern Maiduguri. In Maughiigthe police surrounded the
group’s mosque, but some members of the group neantagbreak out and for three
days they had to run out of the town (anonymouns)hé early morning hours of July
26, Boko Haram members burned down a police stationutsen Tanshi, on the
outskirts of Bauchi, the Bauchi State capital. FR@ko Haram members died and
several police officers were injured. The militamyd police responded by raiding a
mosque and homes in Bauchi where the Boko Haram bmemhad regrouped,
killing dozens of the group’s members. Yusuf vowedenge, saying he was ready
to avenge the killing of his followers (Human RigiWatch 2012, and Walker 2012).

Boko Haram fighters also launched pre-dattacks on a police station in the
town of Wudil, Kano State, and on government buidi, including a police station,
in Postiskum, Yobe St&fe On July 28 and 29, the army shelled Yusuf's conmglp
killings and/or flushing out his followers. In Petum, security forces also raided
the group’s hideout on the outskirts of the towiljng many of Yusuf's disciples
(Human Rights Watch 2012).

Later that day, the military captured Yusuf whodst be hiding in his father-in-
law’s house. Mohammed Yusuf was arrested by the amd handed him over to the
police for interrogations. The police later killadm. Police officials denied that he
had been executed, saying he was shot while trigngscape (Onuoha 2012 and
Walker 2012). Video clips from the interrogatiorogled him with a bandage on his
left arm?® An eye witness account however, stated that:

2 http://allafrica.com/stories/200906120007.htr@ictober 10, 2013.
24 http://allafrica.com/stories/200907280047.htmlccessed October 22, 2013.
% See “Video shows Nigeria ‘executions,” Aljazeefabruary 9, 2010,
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On Thursday [July 30], about 6:30 p.m., | heard thay [the police] had
brought in Mohammed Yusuf.... We went inside the coumul of the
police headquarters. There were many people wagchsaw him sitting
on the ground. He was handcuffed with a bandaghi®marm. He was
saying they should pray for him. The MOPOL [antitrPolice Mobile
Force] were enraged. They said he killed their éeadvho is a 2IC
[second-in-command of the Police Mobile Force]. M@POL said we
must kill him. But the commissioner of police [3topher Dega] said
they should leave him alive. Then three of the MQP&tarted shooting
him. They first shot him in the chest and stomaati another came and
shot him in the back of his head. | was afraid stadted running. When |
came back he was dead. There were a lot of peailegt pictures [of his
body] (Human Rights Watch 2012, 35).

The army spokesperson also confirmed that theyelgmded Yusuf alive and
handed him over to police force. Worth noting iatthfter the July battle between
the Boko Haram and Nigeria’s security, sent the enoent underground and loosen

the tensions it created.

3.2.1 Boko Haram as a Clandestine Movement

The government may have thought that it ¢radhed the uprising in July 2009.
But again, the death of the group’s leader and mainyis disciples and few
associates did not end the saga. In less thanrafteathe first encounter, Abubakar
Shekad® who was Yusuf's deputy announced that he had taken leadership of
the movement and threatened fresh attacks to avbegeaths of his colleagues.

Since then, the remnants of the group mesnbad an alibi to call Nigeria an
“unjust” secular state that they could rally behifithtey emphasized what they call
extrajudicial killings of their colleagues to retrtnew members and further

radicalize existing members. In September 2010, ekample, a Boko Haram

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2010/02/20 81219194911 2.htmlAccessed October 15,
2013).

% Abu-Muhammad Abubakar ibn Mouhammad al-Shakwi éaAbubakar Shekau) took ever the
leadership of the Boko Haram since its reincarmaitioc2010, which dispel the allegations that he was
killed in 2009 too. His leadership therefore witsed the most attacks carried out by the group.
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member told the BBC’s Hausa radio service that &&e on a revenge mission as
most of our members were killed by the police.” fian Rights Watch 2012, 36-7).

Despite the assumption of Shekau as the eadel, since the 2009 violence the
Boko Haram has remained underground, and litthkenmwvn about its leadership or
organizational structure. Statements from the graged to come from two
spokespersons, using the pseudonyms “Abu Zaid” ‘&imh Qaga,” who have
conducted telephone interviews and emailed statsmeith journalists, but their
actual identities remain opaque. Since 2010 Shékauappeared in several videos
posted online claiming responsibility for attacksdahreatening further violence.
The clandestine nature of the group has led to mspéculation about the
composition of its leadership and membership, fessactions, sponsors, and links
with foreign groups.

Despite the little or absent of obviousdewvices regarding the movement’'s
sympathizers, financers and supporters, the Bokeoarhfa structure became
controversial. In January 2012, for example, Pesgidsoodluck Jonathan warned
that Boko Haram sympathizers were present at\al$eof government:

Some of them are in the executive arm of governpsamhe of them are
in the parliamentary/legislative arm of governmemijle some of them
are even in the judiciary. Some are also in theedrmorces, the police
and other security agencies. Some continue to ltBp hands and eat
with you and you won’t even know the person whd wdint a gun at
you or plant a bomb behind your house (Human Rig¥asch 2012, 38).

The Boko Haram attacks in northern and edmtigeria have increased since
2010 in a largely consistent pattern of violencggasting a degree of coordination
or organizational control. The movement continuedécruit members with more
radical outlook. The more successful and coordth#tte Boko Haram attacks have
been cause great number of researchers to morotraginkage between the group
and other radical Islamists like AQIM and the Samdhrakat al-Shabaab al-
Mujahideen more commonly known as 8habaab(see for example Manni 2012,
Tanchum 2012, Peter 2012 and Sean 2012).

From their establishment onwards, the Bolkwarh and AQIM founders had

grievances that they wish to redress. The leaderslhihin these organizations
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played the major roles in identifying and making tirievances collective ones. The
AQIM and the Boko Haram consider states as thetaggrundermining Islam hence
the cause of social and economic problems facirey gbpulace. Despite their
relatively weak military capabilities — no armoaq artillery, and no air power — these
groups created a major social upheaval by takingaratdge of the terror-prone
individuals to support their cause. By targetinge tlsecurity personnel,
representatives of the state and all those deesupport the regime or to benefit
from it, these groups exacerbated the state eldessust of some citizenry and
encouraged it to use harsh repressive policies.ti@nother hand indiscriminate
killing of citizens make them unpopular in the epéseven Muslims. However, the
AQIM southern command has been penetratin@itad as Sudar(West Africa),

which makes the region a new hub for terrorism.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE RISE AND EMERGENCE OF AL-QAEDA IN THE ISLAMIC MGHRERB:
POLITICAL OPPORTUNITIES/CONSTRAINTS STRUCTURES, MOQBZING
STRUCTURES AND FRAMING PROCEESSES

4.1 Political Structures Opportunities/Constraimisd Mobilizing Structures for

Algeria’s Islamists

Much of the sources in social movement theory Hagesed on political opportunity
structures — the organization of the broader malitisystem and how it shapes
possibilities for collective action mobilization. el areas of concern regarding
political opportunities/constraints include the dewof state repression, relative
openness of the system (including the opportunite@smobilization to take on
particular forms), the level of elite-actor alli@cand relations between state and
social actors (see Porta and Diani, 1999 also ifeHand Wiktorowicz, 2004).
Whenever changes in any of these factors occurpppertunities for mobilization
change as well (Schwedler, 2004).

Schwedler (2004) argues that “one of thetrdoamatic shifts in the structure of
opportunities occurs during political liberalizatio(206). When a regime decides to
launch a process of political liberalization, notr@a how limited it is the new
opportunities increase the likelihood that new feraf mobilization will emerge to
take advantage of such changing political cond#tiofack (2006) modeled this
maxim and traced the roles of post-war French gowent-sponsored reforms in
1919 that fostered the surge of Islamic activisrAlgeria at onset, which eventually
led to struggle for Algeria’s independence. Whepasition groups are permitted to
organize and campaign as political parties, fomgXa, it provides political actors
with the opportunity to expand their support baged convey alternative political
visions to a wider audience. Similarly, regimes nogen the political system by
allowing civil society organizations to functioneély, therefore changing the
structure of the public sphere to allow for an @ased level of political debate.
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System accessibility is important for exammg levels of violent contention
because it bears directly on the question of referersus revolution. Goodwin
(1997) argues that political system that is actéssidiscourages the sense that the
state is unreformable or an instrument of a narctass or clique and (accordingly)
needs to be overhauled” (quoted from Hafez and &¥okticz, 2004:66).
Hypothetically, the more accessible the state syséaen an authoritarian state, the
less likely it is to unify opposition behind a \éolt strategy. In contrast, the more
exclusionary and inaccessible the political systgnthe more likely the oppositions
will unite around a violent strategy. While espagsiviolent measures, the
opposition movement is often viewed by many peoate more realistic and
potentially effective than the status quo, whichmeoto be viewed as hopelessly

ineffective.

Hafez and Wiktorowicz (2004) explain twomdinsion of repression: pre-
emptive and reactive. Repression is pre-emptilien applied before the opposition
movement has had an opportunity to organize andlix®lisparate supporters and
sympathizers around a common goal. Repressioraivewhen it is applied after
activists gained both material and nonmaterial weses. And this study adds that,
pre-emptive repression is more likely to be “seftiereas reactive repression usually
seems “hard”. They further maintain that reactiepression is more likely to
predispose movement to rebellion, hence encouragkent contention (68-9).
Activists encountering reactive repression aftsees of mobilizations will not only
become more aggravated but will also command ressuo fight back. Therefore,
reactive repression that seeks to eradicate amizeghand mobilized movement is
more likely to induce mass rebellion because at8vand supporters will seek to halt
the loss of resources accumulated over time.

As discussed in Chapter three, just likestmfrican countries, Algeria gained
independence from French in July, 1962. One peacidature with Algerian struggle
was the Algerian war of independence fought betwEeench colonizers and
Algerian nationalists (1954-1962). Most literatare Algerian history concur on the
fact that the success of the Algerian struggle ifmtependence was, albeit not

exclusively, contingent upon the support providgddlamists (see e. g, Le Sueur,
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2010 and Cook, 2007). The fraternization betweescukar nationalists and

‘conservative’ Islamists initiated to fight coloeiz was the first political

opportunities utilized by Islamist to mobilize gsasots supporters in Algeria.
During that war of independence, some Algerianmgdvn cities with an estimated

number of one million French settlers (Le Sueur ®013) might be ready to

assimilate and even accept French citizenship,| dweellers (largely Arabs and

Berbers) tended to conserve their Islamic cult@iteerefore, Islamic activists have
been at forefront of mobilizing rural masses topgrpnationalist’s course during the
independence struggle. The Algerian Islamists eripdependence Algeria had a
reason for long distrust of Western-inspired secsta The French parliament had
deprived Algerian Muslims of their civil rights anchposed extraordinary civil

obligations on them. That discrimination coupledthwother issues elicited the
revolution in 1954, as well as to an understanddhtmigh often pathological, urges
to keep foreign influences out of the nation evit@randependence.

One of the more interesting questions faiadonovement theory is why certain
movements opt to take advantage of political opputies, especially liberalization
by forming political organizations/parties whilehets do not. Organizing as political
party holds different advantages and disadvantégedifferent groups, depending
on resources, objectives, ideological orientatiangd—importantly—relations with
the ruling elites. For groups with close ties t@ tluling elites, the chances of
organizing formal political movements are somewplantiful. But without regime
connections, other movements may feel more vultesid less willing to walk into
the political field as a party (Schwedler, 2004hefiefore, the availability of allies,
the absence of pre-emptive repression and the emeggof elite division create
opportunities for collective action, while the ogge conditions tend to discourage
mobilization (Hafez, 2004). While organization aslitical party enables a group to
establish infrastructure such as mouthpiece, deatrd regional offices, distribute
literature, and reach a wide audience, it also sjke movement to a level of state
control and monitoring that may not be desirable & movements (see, e.g.;
McAdam et al. 1996; Porta and Diani 1999). Decisitm transforming movement
into political party thus, entail careful considéwa of the group’s resources

(including alliances) and ultimate objectives.
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Even with long history of collaboration Wween the nationalists and the
Islamists in Algeria; plus socio-economic problethat bedeviled the country in
years after independence; the Islamists remainetsideu formal political
mobilization until 1980s. These were true despite fiact that the pioneers of the
FLN and the revolution’s architect were consenatslamists and “a conflict among
elites in power,” (Le Sueur 2010, 37). Smith (2088ued that “leading the FLN’s
push for independence was Larbi Ben M’Hidi, an Aige nationalist and devout
Muslim” (56). From 1979 to 1988 the Islamists ergggn very little overt political
opposition or extra-institutional protest inste&slamic activism in that period was
chiefly limited to propagation in university campgsand in mosques, upon the great
inspirations the Islamic gained from thel979 Irani@volution. These may be,
though not exclusively, the consequence of Presidemari Boumedienne (1970-
76) one-party system and also concentrating povitinithe military elite, bypass-
ing even the FLN political structure (Harmon, 201Q). This means that the period
was characterized with “soft and pre-emptive” repien from the regime to keep
the Islamists outside the box of politics. In otheords, while Islamists were
betrayed after independence, the political enviremimallowed only limited and

informal mobilization.

Algerians witnessed palpable changeseir political life in the aftermath of
the 1988 October riots that began the reform po¢sse, Le Seuer 2010, 31-8).
Consequently, political reforms began to apped989. When the state announced a
‘glasnost’ in 1989, the Islamist movements begarexert themselves politically.
Series of reforms in Algeria guaranteed freedomexjbression, association, and
assembly; afforded the right to forge unions henestricted the role of the ‘military
cleavage’. Those conditions also favored politistdmists moving quickly into the
breach created largely by the labor and youth ptots. Ironically, not even the
leading Islamists could have anticipated their nrmo@et’s political successes as they
organized around the protests initiated by the lyand labor unions. Within few
days, the Islamists understood that they couldtiisenomentum created originally
by street protesters and benefited from a full-lmlpmulti-pronged campaign to gain

political power. It thus substantiate the maximpiolitical process approach that
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individuals make strategic choices but such choazesnot made independent of the
changing contexts, relations, and networks in wipebple actually live. To be sure,
the Islamists in Algeria regarded Chadli Bendjeslifimited reforms as a tacit
support and opportunity for return of the past, aotreturning to the past. That is to
say, the Islamists believed that establishing Istaragimes seemed only feasible
through formal democracy not [8huracouncil. There was evidence, Cook (2007)
contended, that Chadli and FIS’s executive by eimf their common confrontation
with leading elements of the FLN, had made a malitideal. And, according to
Roberts, Chadli supported the FIS at the expensthefFLN, which began to
criticize his actions. The aim was “to weaken tHeNHust enough to discredit
Chadli’s critics and pave the way for the presideniead the party unencumbered”
(quoted from Cook 2007, 55). Based on that, ti& Rlgeria’s first official Islamic
political party, and the first openly establishetaimist party in the contemporary
Middle East, was founded on March 1989. Severakrotglamist organizations

emerged that period, but the FIS was the most fimbie.

4.1.2 Free Space for Islamists’ Mobilizations igétia

The political liberation in Algeria legalized théS~and helped its leaders to mobilize
supporters in different ways. As Hafez (2004) asyube FIS led a process of
organizing an Islamic political party in 1989 amai$ situated itself at the nucleus of
Islamic activism. Through rallies, demonstratiomsd more importantly, local

government elections in 1990, the FIS was ableda dhousands of supporters and
proved to be the most effective mechanism for nidtion. However, like new

social movement organizations, the FIS was an &mnduorganization which made
its rapid expansion easier. With its limited finanthe FIS collected only five per
cent from only the activists’ monthly income. Supgpos and sympathizers were also
welcomed even if they belong to other groups. Ti® &stablished cultural and
charitable organizations and constructed schoafsmaosques, which were popular

with Islamists mobilization.

More so, the principal cause for the metedse of the FIS had as much to do

with the population’s discontentment toward the FldNe to decades of corruption
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and mismanagement. MacAdam (1999) underscoredgh#icance of “the level of
organization within the aggravated population” odedree of organizational
readiness” within the community in question” in ifi@ting movements’
mobilization (quoted from Bedford 2009, 27). Thixdises on the means available
for movements to turn their efforts into an orgadizampaign. Abassi Madani and
Ali Benhadf’ organized people on common cause. Both moderates a
conservatives Islamists considered them as gradets who committed to solving
their problems. Accordingly, the FIS gained a lbtnmanpower, especially among
urban population who mostly settled in urban cenédter independence and affected
mostly by lack of jobs and shortage of houses. beu (2010) analyzed the

capability of FIS’s manpower during local governnseelection:

When the local elections were held on June 12, 1@88 approximately
65 percent voter turnout, the FIS trounced the Fviining 54 percent
of votes cast. The FLN obtained only 28 percente HIS showed
strongest amongst urban voters, and scored mosavily in the

urbanized northern part of the country. And, cagpthe FLN's

humiliation, the FIS gained control of thalayas, taking 32 in total.

Suddenly, FIS politicians were in firm control ofoth local and

provincial governments, and had a firm popular na@ds they moved
toward the first round of the nation’s scheduledipaentary elections
(43-44).

As stated in the introductory chaptelartasts may only differ in the means
but establishing a state governed by Shari’a resn#ie end. Embolden by their
victory in the local election, the FIS leaders begastituting moral reforms. They
began to prohibit sales of alcohol, required worteewear hijab and separated boys
and girls in school which, were viewed as a *“thsédb both socialists and
secularists’ ideology in Algeria. Those changeso afgenerated considerable
discomfort within the Algerian military, who Cook@07) described as high
modernists. The military in Algeria, like their agerparts in Egypt and Turkey have

?"The top FIS leaders facilitated its mobilizatioBr. Abassi Madani (born in 1931) was imprisoned
by France at the onset of Algeria’s independenaegte. After his release in 1962, he furthered his
education and became a professor in educationghpkygy. He became more popular as voice of
dispossessed Algerians when he co-founded the mdserved as its first president. Ali Benhadj or
Belhadj (born in 1956) on the hand, is charismatioquent Islamic scholar and preacher at the
famous Al-Sunna mosque in Bab el-Oued, a populsirichi in Algiers. They were imprisoned by
military in 1991.
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“high modernism’s worldview, which places a premiomthe scientific knowledge
necessary for modernization”...and according tar tbenviction...”only those with
these types of specialized skills, i.e. themselliase a mandate to exercise political
power” (15)

Despite their high modernists’ worldview, ging suspicion of Chadli’'s regime
and the threats by the Islamists, the officers wehactant after the popular October
1988 riots. Paradoxically, Chadli brought the raijt back to the scene when he
appointed Major-General Khaled Nezzar minister efedse in July 1990. The
decision to assign such an important portfoliotfe first time since independence,
to a military commander, would have granted mijitarreturn to power. Evidence to
halt the foreseen victory of FIS was obvious witte thigh modernist military
commander, who became ambivalent about the regmtbat influential ministerial
position.

When the date for first round of electiovess quickly set for June 27, 1991, and
the second round set for July 18, the military ueficed the regime to increase
number of constituencies especially in rural ar@alsere FIS had not done well
during the local elections). Prime Ministédouloud Hamrouche (1989-1991)
designed those plans considered by the FIS leadeen asunder to their success.
Nezzar himself wrote in his memoirs that within slaf the first round of voting,
“the military resolved not to allow the FIS to @ftea majority in the National
People’s Assembly” (Cook 2007, 5&y April 1991, Madani and Benhad] called for
strike, which eventually led to their arrest, trgadd imprisonment. The strike was to
protest what the Islamists regarded as menaceetouictory. Alongside Madani and
Belhadj,thousands of FIS followers, including members ef ftS executive council
and activists, were arrested and sent to large eraration camps in the Sahara
Desert.

For the military, the arrest of the FISdees by regime was meant to weaken
the party, but at Batna conference on August 19%delkader Hachani was
nominated to serve as interim FIS president. LauS(2010) wrote:

The arrests of FIS leaders temporarily derailedphety, but it quickly

set about organizing their districts. Clearly bawkd), the government’s
political purges galvanized FIS followers and irmsed its chances of
success. The FIS enjoyed especially strong sugmont younger voters.
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Since the majority of the population was undertB{3 advantage yielded
huge dividends, as voters broke on generationasli®On December 26,
the FIS defied the odds and carried off a crushiletpry against the
FLN and other rival parties. Of the 231 contestedts in the national
assembly (out of a total of 430), FIS captured 188contrast the FFS
won 26, the FLN picked up 15, and independentsnadiwhat was left.
With 47.5 percent of the voters casting ballots floe FIS, the FIS
clobbered its opponents and shocked everyone, iefipethe political
elite, who complained of voter irregularities arldcéion fraud. Because
the new election laws in place allowed only the tmost successful
parties to advance to the second round, the FLN amsptly shut
completely out of Algeria’s political future (50-1)

That development indicated that most Algerians i@oking for avenue to get rid of
the FLN and even the military that are themselvexslyct of FLN’s anti-political
Islam strategies. This means that the support givéhe FIS as political party would

linger even under strategic maneuver to weaken it.

4.1.3 An Inopportune Political Context: State Re@cRepression and Emergence of

Violent Islamic Activism in Algeria

The FIS, though consisted of different smallerrtgkt movements had no history of
violence (Cook 2007). Led by Chief of Staff, Adbakek Guenaiza and Nezzar, the
officers first forced President Chadli to resign danuary 11, 1992. They also
proclaimed the creation of the High Council for @&y, whose first action was to
nullify the results of the December election and pimpose the creation of a
permanent five-person ruling body known as the Hiyymmittee of State (Haut
Comité d’Etat HCE) (Stone 1997). The HCE went fartto authorize the arrest of
FIS newly appointed care-taker Abdelkader Haclanianuary 24, declared a state
of emergency on February 9, and banned the FIS archiv4 (Le Sueur 2010, 51).
On February, the authorities opened five detententers to house thousands—
estimated range from 6,000 to 30,000 of FIS adsyisicluding 500 mayors and
councilors. In 1992 and 1993, a total of 166 IsiEtmwere sentenced to death (Hafez
2004, 46). These developments had placed Algeriruexclusive military control
committed to repressing against the Islamists wéogording to the officers,

regardless of their different public identity anéatfiorms, shared the common
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objective of turning Algeria into a theocratic staBut, according to the military “it
was better to be Turkey than Iran”.

In a repressive environment like thatyerments encounter several constraints
that it must overcome to effect change. The tagicessary to overcome constraints
generated by a repressive environment stronglyweage movements to develop to
exclusive organizationshich as described in chapter one, remains undengrand
establishes strict criteria for membership. Amohg FIS leadership, Benhadj is
believed to be radical but beliefs in fecunditydeimocracy to achieve the ends made
him to eschew violence (see for e.g., Le Sueur 201DVolpi 2003). Pragmatically,
political exclusion and indiscriminate repressigaiast FIS disillusioned the failure
of reforms through democratic process and pushed/mRES activists toward radical
organizations that rejected democracy, the elelcprvoress, and the Algerian ruling
class altogether. Therefore, many of the FIS'svestd were by the end of 1992
united around one of three militant organizatiodgmed Islamic Movement
(Mouvement Islamique ArmévilA) of Abdelkader Chebouti, the Islamic State
Movement (le Mouvement pour I'Etat Islamique, MENJouvement Algérien
Islamique Armée, and a conglomeration of armed ggon Takfir wal-Hijra and
Amr bil- Ma"rouf and from the informal network oflgerian “Afghans.” (Hafez
2004, and Volpi 2003)

Attempt by the Islamists in 1992 to unitsecent violent movements was marred
by military attacks on the activists at Tamesguidatown in Medea province.
Despite constant security surveillance, infiltrataf agent provocateurs and hard and
reactive repressions, some of the desperate ratiahists forged the Armed
Islamic Group (GIA). As newly formed movement, B& made rational calculus
by engaging in guerrilla war tactics and locatexdntanpower in the mountainous
areas. In December 1992, to demonstrate yet anogpartunity for mobilization, a
letter wrote by Benhadj, was smuggled out of @itdbnvey his support for the GIA’s
guerrilla fighters. In the letter, Benhadj wrotd flwas outside the walls of this
prison | would be a fighter in the ranks of the wrof my brother Abdelkader
Chebouti” (Volpi 2003, 68). The political strategy the GIA was to extend the
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range of legitimate guerrilla targets to politicsarsupporting the provisional
government, high-ranking civil servants and peoptking in the security forces
and administrative departments. By its actions, @& sought to demonstrate the
inability of the state to protect its own suppastand collaborators. In 1997, the GIA
was responsible for mass massacres against cwilrawillages and hamlets with
over 120,000 death tolls (Hafez and Wiktorowicz £081). Anti-civilian massacres
and demonizing some FIS leaders’ moderate view BByl|€&d to the creation of the
Islamic Salvation ArmyArmée Islamique du SaluhlS) in 1994 as official armed

wing of the FIS.

4.1.4 From GSPC to AQIM: A Political Process Exjalaon

The GSPC was formed in 1998 as an alternative & @&A with aim of
concentrating attacks only on security personnarajrothers. Islamists movements
such Ayman al-Zawahiri’'s Egyptian Islamic Jihad JEbBnd the Libyan Islamic
Fighting Group (LIFG), broke publicly with the Glfar its anti-civilian tactics and
supported the GSPC leaders. Meanwhile, that pexdaacided with time President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika started a reconciliation pregethat amnestied ovér,000
Islamists and another 5,000 prisoners including &taand Belhadj whom were put
under house arrest. The remnants of Islamistsréfiased amnesty regrouped under
the GSPC to continue fighting the regime. Initialigeconciliation was not as
successful as Bouteflika had expected. In factL@sSueur argues, in 2000 the
number of terrorist-related deaths went up to 5,@@@Proximately twice the number
reported in 1999. In part, that was due to thedrapid constant war against those
militant Islamists who refused government’s offer. September 2002 Bouteflika
ordered a crackdown on the GSPC, Algeria’s largestislamist operation in five
years (Schanzer 2002, quoted from Harmon 2010, 15).

While it organized zones of command thraughAlgeria, the GSPC focused its
energies and operations in two key areas in pdaticthe Kabylie or Kabylia region
in the north, which gave it access to the majaesialong the Mediterranean coast
while still providing in its forests and mountaiosnsiderable haven for bases, and

the vast southern region along Algeria’s Saharatibeders Mali and Niger, which
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offered access to long-established smuggling rolites revealed a division within
the organization, as the Saharan branch, led bydfh and later by Mokhtar
Belmokhtar, focussed on smuggling and kidnappingystiy for fundraising
purposes, whereas the Kabylia branch under Droukdetinued to target the
symbols of the Algerian state in a more conventidashion. In addition, in 2004,
Abdelmalek Droukdel took over from Nabil Sahraouho replaced Hassan Hattab
for alleged fraternization with the regime. AbdelekaDroukdel took the GSPC
closer to mainstream Al-Qaeda, and in January &72he GSPC was formally
integrated into Al-Qaeda, adopting the name Al-@add the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM) (Filiu 2009, 223)

4.1.5 The Sahel: A Safe Haven for Violent Islanfists

Historically, Tuareg people have long occdptiee empty expanses of the Sahel.
Moving from oasis to oasis with their camels, tlodten survived on traded goods
and lived in tents of woven camel hair. They warmeminent in trans-Saharan trade
throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centufibs nomadic community has
mastered the desert way of life for centuries. dwaithg the establishment of French
West Afric#®, artificial borders were created that restrictée fTuaregs from
traveling long established routes across the SalAftex independence of the French
colonies of Africa, Tuareg territory was divided @mg a number of modern nations
of Niger, Mali, Algeria, Libya, and Burkina Fasohdse states of the Sahel region
are characterized with long and porous borderstemdly difficult to patrol;
complex and unstable ethno-religious make-up; ipalitinstability; economic
underdevelopment; and high levels of corruptione Meakness of the Sahelian
states means that they constitute opportunitiesnfobilization and recruitment.
Mokhtar Belmokhtar finds great opportunities in tBahel region. Belmokhtar uses
the opportunity to marry some women from local Bgatribes, thus establishing a
connections with them (Dario and Fabiani 2011,uF2D009 and Pham 2011). The

% FrenchWest Africa (French: Afriqueoccidentalefrancaise, AOF 1895-1960) was a federation of
eight French colonial territories in Africa: Mawnitia, Senegal, French Sudan (now Mali), French
Guinea, Cote d'lvoire (lvory Coast), Upper VoltainBurkina Faso), Dahomey (now Benin) and
Niger.
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marital alliances helps him gained access into giimg of arms, cigarettes, drugs,
in southern Algeria and the Sahel, and other eegadlactivities for which the region
is infamous. He also uses the desert routes andgimg networks to funnel arms to
the AQIM command in northern Algeria. The GSPC’dyeaperations in the Sahel
included its abduction pfin 2003, 32 tourists — sixteen Germans, ten Aussrisour
Swiss, one Swede and a Dutchman. They were releaf$ed months of tough
bargaining and allegedly collecting one millionldot as ransom from the German
government (Filiu, 2009 and Pham, 2011).

4.2 Framing Processes

In social movement literature, the term “framing’ simply used to describe the
process of meaning construction (Snow et al. 196ow and Benford 1988;
Benford and Snow 2000, also see chapter two fdewgv The major questions are
when social movements’ framings are accepted bmabiized individuals and how
participants are retained in collective action. &mance of these framings solely
relies on the degree of frame resonance — thelsligdiand relative salience of the
proffered frame (Benford and Snow 2000). Three irtgga aspects of framings
incite collective actions: movements construct #anthat diagnose a condition as a
problem that needs to be redressed. This inclusg®inting the responsibilities and
targets. Then, movements offer solutions to thevlpra, including specific tactics
and strategies intended to serve as remedies foeticeived problems — what should
be done. And finally, movements provide a rationaemotivate participants that
support collective action — diagnostic, prognoatid motivational frames.

Basically, no matter how much the level akgances are, resource availability,
or the prevalence of mobilizing structures, collextactors are both limited and
empowered by interpretive schemata that offer guage and cognitive tools for
making sense of experiences and events in the dvaurd there”, which often delimit
movements’ ability to mobilize participants and timenu of tactics, actions, and
choices (Wiktorowicz 2004).

In Algeria, the FLN had managed to keepgbpulation at bay up until 1980s.

Collective action in post-independence Algeria lmetggely as a labor strike and
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riots of October 1988. The unrest quickly spreddatr the country. As riots spread,
the dynamics of mobilization shifted. Politicaldslist movements, which had been
waiting for such an opportunity, quickly understabdt substantial ground could be
used if they could be able to convince the mobssupport Islamic activism.
Apparently, labor unions, civil societies and otparticipants of October Riots had
diagnosed the problems and the responsibility wiabated — the FLN. Thus, the
major master frame was to design tactics and nietiyarticipants to end the
sufferings. Master frames also known as ‘interpeetpackages” are ideational
reservoirs existing at a structural or culturalelethat color and constrain the
orientations and activities of other movements (Behand Snow 2000).

Predominantly, at least two main currentsholughts influence the development
of modern Islamists prognostic and motivationairfiregs — the Reformishovement
and theQutbist doctrine. The former chiefly represents the doetrpioneered by
Afghani and Abdulf? They share some common views that Islam is somewha
compatible with some “aspects” of democracy. Thisug and their contemporaries
favor Muslim participation in electoral democraahile at the same time defy some
aspects of Western democracy like drinking alcolgalmbling, prostitutions, etc.
The latter was pioneered by Sayyid Qutb, an Eggpt@ducator, Islamic theorist and
leading member of Muslim Brotherhood. Fundamentadigme followers of this
doctrine reject democratization altogether, henissogiate themselves from its
institutions. Some Reformists however, turn to @@ith doctrine when the tactics
hitherto adopted to change the society failed.

Algerians on the street protests in 1980&bet! that the ruling elites were the
only cause of predicament in the country; and thatle them more susceptible to
Islamists’ messages, which carried alternativesHbN. Among the factors that
increase frame resonance is the credibility of fthene. The consistency between
movement’'s claims and actions make its frame maee@able to the targeted
participants. In Algeria, Islamists and especi&l$ leaders joined the rioters in the

demonstration. However, Benford and Snow (2000priked that the greater the

29 Jamal al-Din al-Afghani (1838-97) and Muhammad Mb@1849-1905) were influential Islamic
thinkers that laid the foundation of political Isism. They borrowed some concepts from modern
democracy and showed their compatibility with Iskanegimes. For their view, see Sayed, Khatab
and Gary, D. Bouma. 2007. Democracy in Islam. Nerk, Routledge.
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status and expertise of the framers the more resahair claims — the credibility of
the framers increases frame resonance (621). This Fdunding fathers — Madani
and Benhadj had such credibility. Madani was formeteran of independent
struggles, Islamic scholar and university professte obtained PhD in educational
psychology and had years of experience as teadh#reauniversity of Algiers.
Similarly, Benhadj was a local Islamic teacher,agter and Imam. Madani and
Benhadj became the first president and vice-presidéthe FIS respectively. The
two, alongside other FIS members quickly transfattiee mobs to support FIS the
inasmuch as the slogans of the demonstrators ctiainga mixture of Islamic and
democratic demands (Volpi 2003, 42).

The Islamists frame however, had what Benfemd Snow termed as
“experimental commensurability” (621). That is tbengruent of the movement’s
framing and the personal and everyday experiengts dargets. Two decades after
the independence, hopes and faith that Algerianulptipn had on the FLN as well
as the ruling elites began to diminish. With worsgnof the socioeconomic
condition, Islamists began to run some of the Algsiprivate welfare and education
system (Volpi 2003). While the regime seemed inbgpaf solving the problems of
housing shortages, rising unemployment, declinogas services, rising prices, and
a general sense of cultural, political, and ecomowrakness, the Islamists offered

the little they had to gain more support.

As stated in the previous section, thentsdés’ massages arose in nonofficial
mosques and on university campuses. By adoptiramlsl reformists discourse
against the FLN’s “Westernized” institutions, thiSFepresented an opportunity for
the “marginalized” youth to by-pass the FLN and esbd the Islamists’ massages
when regime tacitly allowed dissemination of Islatnmessages. For this post-
independence generation, like for the most mobktiqad Islamism was an attempt
to restore the values they advocated: social gistice redistribution of political
power, and saving the threatened Islamic idenkit had underpinned the War of
Independence but had been abandoned by the FLNerWhadani and Benhadj, the
Islamists joined the street protesters to motithem toward achieving the end —

Islamic state in Algeria. Le Sueur (2010) contentet, after considerable internal
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debate about what the Islamists’ next move oughbep Benhadj succeeded in
organizing a larger show of force in the streetdAlgfiers on October 10 with an
estimated 20,000 men. (35).

With the influence of Madani’'s moderate vjethe FIS opted to trust the
government and to be pioneers in representing iqallitslam. This risk-taking
strategy, which consisted of participating fully the process of democratic
transition, was at first very well rewarded. In A@990, just over a year after its
creation, during the campaign for the local elewidhe Islamic party attracted
between 600,000 and 800,000 people to a massivicablally in Algiers. Volpi
(2003) argued that, at that time no other politaity, not even the well-established
FLN, could gather such incredible number of pedpiean electoral rally.

Therefore, throughout its existence as llegganization, the FIS focused its
energy to framings that mobilize supporters to leingie the FLN in ballot boxes. In
other words, the FIS’s framing work heavily relied mobilizing electorates that
would enable the party take over power from the FlUXing elections. This process
marginalized some radical Islamists who had beeoeating for complete sweep of
the FLN and its secular and socialist-oriented ma® All what FIS leaders were
saying and actually united upon to motivate pgréition was that, we reject Western
democracy and its institutions; but we try to usem to gain power in order to bring
back moral reforms. Wiktorowicz (2004) argued thhike many “new social
movements driven by issues of identity, cultured past-materialism (as opposed to
class, economic, or narrow political interestslartsic movements are embroiled in
struggles over meaning and values” (16). The FIS faavily involved in the
production of meaning and concomitant framing psses to bring back moral
reforms in Algeria.

However, after the dissolution of the FI8e tnew radical actors—who, in
contrast to the FIS elite, lacked clear political ideological socialization—
abandoned the project of creating an Islamic dfateugh politics. Their idea of
jihad was greatly influenced by their criminal oaminal experience and by their
experiences in Afghanistan and Irag. They transéoijihad into a project in itself,
as a way out of their political and social margiration. The salient of GIA’s frame

of total Jihad as the only option strengthened #itsany continued to clamp down on
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Islamists. Thus, even some of those whom were tedlgey the GIA also suffered
arrests and imprisonment from the regime. For exangter gaining much support
from various Islamic groups in Algeria, in 1995m#d Zitouni, the leader of the GIA
at that time, issuediidayat Rab al*Alamin fi Tabyeen Usul al-Salafiyeen wama
Yajib min al*Ahd"ala al- MujahedeeiiThe Guidance of the Lord of the Universe in
Clarifying the Traditions of the Salafis and thegReements of Allegiance among
the Holy Fighters¥.

Thus, these new actors, largkdy Afghanisbecame the core element of the
new GIA (Boubekeur 2008). Unlike in 1980s, thisdite Islamists were no longer
inclusive organization. They accordingly, changeairfes to anti-system one. As
Hafez (2004) put it, exclusive organizations withtisgystem frames do not
categorize anybody as neutral. In the case of &ié& whole struggle was portrayed
as a holy war between “we” (the Islamists) and rithe(regime and its
collaborators). Anyone perceived as either suppgran “unjust” social order or
opposing the legitimacy of total war is part of theblem and hence deserve
elimination. This was true with remnant of FIS éollers who still believed in
political participation.

While violent/radical Islamic activism—evem the form of suicide attacks—is
not an Islamic phenomenon by definition, it canbetignored that the GIA claimed
to have perpetrated indiscriminate killings of ewvilians in the name of “Islam”.
To consolidate their anti-system framing of theftiony the GIA insisted that violent
action was an “Islamic obligation” — Jihad. Althduthe military coup of 1992 was
the driver for armed struggle, the leaders of thA @ortrayed jihad as a struggle
against apostasy, infidelism, and tyrannical rAleyone who sustained the regime in

one way or another (even through tacit approvaly wansidered an “apostate

%0 In that pamphlet, Zitouni declared apostatesthaise refuse to join GIA and GIA leadership rules:
(1) A member had to adopt tigalafiyyatradition; (2) obey the@mir (commander) on order; and (3)
repent if he at one point or another belonged ® RS, Islamic Salvation Army (AIS, which
developed as the armed wing of the FIS in 1994y, amy other Islamists movement. Former FIS
members who wanted to join the GIA had to “procldine banner of the [FIS] a polytheist,
democratic banner; repent from political, electormhd democratic activities; and declare their
innocence from all calls for dialogue with the apbes tyrants [i.e., the regime].” Arignam(prayer
leader or cleric) who sought entry into the GIA hadissue datwa [lslamic legal ruling] to motivate
jihad.” Finally, those who wanted to leave the GlAre considered apostates, defectors, opportunists,
or potential informers and corrupters (see, Ha2€04)
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(murted, infidel (kafer), or tyrant {aghou), and consequently deserved death”
(Hafez 2004).

On the contrary, the GSPC at initial stagglieitly demonized the GIA’s anti-
civilian tactics, and focused its energy on motval frames that would resonate
with people who had broken up with the FLN and hastrust for the GIA. Locally,
the GSPC got an upper hand because of its proacivilleas. When it was founded
by former Algerian paratrooper, Hassan Hattab, G8PC immediately seized the
manpower of the GIA and began operations. Howegwessenting a global master
frames and symbols and the global circulation k&arhedia suggest the existence of
a global information space in which there is a tamsflow of frames and images
related to radical Islam. In any society, as welaathe global level, there are several
competing master frames or interpretive packagethd radical Islamic version, the
West is viewed, in a historic and contemporary pectve, as an aggressor against
Muslims and Islam. This master frame is centeredjlobally available symbols of
injustice and aggression against Muslims, such has dccupations of Iraqg and
Afghanistan and the Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib msis@hese are what other
radical Islamists, like the GSPC modifies and agspii to their cause.

The affiliation with mainstream Al-Qaedadamventual incorporation and
rebranding of the GSPC to the AQIM had to do witle datter focus on “far
enemies” as well as its quest for internationalwoeks. Interestingly, Dario and
Fabiani, (2011) argued that, the GSPC'’s affiliatiorthe Al-Qaeda and its renaming
as the AQIM should be seen more as a survivalctdloin a sign of strength. The
association with Al-Qaeda is more or less rhetéritactical and strategic, as the
AQIM has adopted the jargon, techniques and long-tgoals of the Al-Qaeda
without being a clear evidence of a logistical imahcial relationship between the
duos. Again, however, it's certain that the AQIMlet's say some faction of it, has
been targeting civilians but the “affiliation” witthe Al-Qaeda remained. Thus, the
GSPC/AQIM has reorganized its media propaganda&wigg its old rhetoric about
the illegitimate Westernized Algerian state to egdaits membership and increase its
popularity as a regional and international act@bi&ni, 2011).

In the Sahelian countries, AQIM’s failueeftame its struggle into a truly pan-

Maghreb organization and to capture Islamist granpseighboring North African
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countries did not put an end to its activitiesi(FR009). As argued above, the Sahel
is considered a safe haven for Islamists’ ideoloye marginalized Tuaregs and
local Islamists in Sahelian countries found in nsilsts message, motivation and
inspiration to achieve their goals. For instanbe, Tuareg struggles for independent
state intensified with AQIM’s presence in northévtali. The declaration of the
independence of Tuareg state, Azawad in northeri iMdluminating. In 2012, the
National Movement for the Liberation of Azwadlguvement National pour la
Libération de I'AzawadVINLA), declared independence, Azawad country in

northern Mali.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE EMERGENCE AND RISE OF THE BOKO HARAM: A SOCIAL
MOVEMENT THEORY APPROACH

5.1 Mobilization and Recruitment for Boko Haram:lifal Opportunity structures

and Mobilizing Structures

In social movement theory, success and/or failfiiee eamllective action is determined
by movement’s mobilization tactics and the envireminin which actors live.
Therefore, social movement theorists recognizeirtiportance of structural change
in creating the conditions necessary for collectiegon, as well as recognizing that
how groups take advantage of and interpret thegshancritical to understanding the
differences in outcomes of collective actions. Rsbn (2004) therefore, described
social movement theory as simple as middle way éetwstructural change and
agency.

First, changes in political opportunitg avide as it's not restricted to one event
but covers various sources. They include changesténnationals structures (e.g.,
globalization, and the success of a similar movenmemnother country or region),
regime or government change at home, domesticypofitegal changes, or changes
within movement itself. Second, mobilizing struesiralso vary from the formal
(e.g., political parties as the case of FIS an@mkslamists parties across the Muslim
world) to the informal (e.g., informal urban netksmand propagation movements) to
the illegal (e.g., underground terrorist groups)isl through these structures that
movements recruit potential participants, socialimew them, and mobilize
contention. Therefore, in any society, there ekisth opportunities/constraints and
mobilizing structures to organize collective actipand Nigeria is not an exception.
Tsogo and Johnson (2011) hence claimed that, thgien of ethnic and religious
movements in Nigeria “suggests that minority grofgzsng oppression tend to react
as long as there is a political opportunity at hand the group has the motivation to
act” (55). Similarly, in Walker's account, Boko Han was created under the
Nigeria’s conditions of long history of ethno-rebgs tension, which accounts for
the possible rise of religiously and ethnically mated movements. There is also
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growing religious and ethnic groups all over thertoy as well as “weakness in the
institutions of politics and the security servicéisat creates a political opportunities
for those threats to thrive (Walker 2012, 2).

However, despite the fact thallective actions may take advantage of any
opportunity to blossom, Nigeria's religious movensememained more or less
conservatives since independence in 1960. Nigdtieessed its first radical Islamist
activities in 1980s by Nigeria-based Camerooniam,nMohammed Marwa. That
group — the Maitatsine, gathered large follower®agnthe urban dwellers in city of
Kano and within few years flourished to other nerthcities of Maiduguri and Yola,
Adamawa state capital. The Maitatsine crisis i€@ample of a radical activists who
wanted to bring change to society because theyHetttheir religion was corrupted
by secular governments and corrupt religious leadeanipulated by Western
influences (Schwartz 2010 and Tsogo and Johnsorl)20he group’s violent
activism were also violently repressed but thetivaes spilled over to “a new type
of activism, using religion for political ends” (@go and Johnson 2011, 55). The

Maitatsine, according to Muslims did not repredéeir interest.

5.1.1 The Study and Preaching Sessions as Molglaind Recruitment Grounds for
the Boko Haram

Teaching has proved to be an effective way of rgogufollowers and maintaining
membership is religious movements. People may jmith conservatives and
moderates Islamist groups in search of knowledgaulme they meet some of their
specific expectations. In countries like Nigeriaen Islamic clerics preach freely in
mosques, market places and schools, they attrart passers-by when they hear
what they are interested in. When Yusuf took ofaerleadership of the Boko Haram,
and even prior to that time, people used to gahdrlisten to his preaching (wa’azi)
in mosques and other preaching grounds in somesséatoss northern Nigeria. It's
clear that in Nigeria Islamic scholars deliver TaféQur'anic exegesis) and
translation of other religious texts in both fornaad informal mosque, schools and
majalis (Kane 2003). It's this milieu that Yusuf utilizea tgather around him
desperate youths that some observers say congtautetate within a state,” with a
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cabinet, its own religious police” (Walker 2012, B)any of the initial Boko Haram
recruits met at Yusuf's study and preaching sessianBorno, Yobe and Bauchi
states. It is therefore true that movement paditip are recruited along established
lines of interaction embedded in the basic strectoir everyday life. In societies
where such structures do not exist, collectiveoacis unlikely to emerge and even if
it emerged, it's not likely to be anything more nhshort-term sporadic outbursts of
contention.

Another unique opportunity that the Boko Haraxploited is the Almajiri system
in northern Nigeria. The name Almajiri is from tiAgabic word al-Muhajiroun
(emigrants). In Hausa language, the term refethdse itinerant students that travel
across cities and villages in northern Nigeria ae@jhboring countries in search of
Qur'anic education. The system is a traditional vedylearning the Quran and
Borno state has been famous center for that, Heosted large number of Almajirai
(plural of Almajiri) from all over Nigeria and ndwporing West African countries of
Mali, Togo, Niger Republic, Chad and Cameroon sithee 11" century (Goodluck
and Juliana (n.d), 98). In that milieu, Almajiraeke not only prone to the teacher’s
ideology but also gain the opportunity to meet ptsieidents in the study circles.
These kinds of kinship and friendship developedAimajiri schools means a lot
when comrades joined movements. The success suafde by the Boko Haram sect
for instance, might not be unconnected with thdifgration of the Almajiri schools
in Maiduguri, Bauchi Yobe and Kano, Goodluck andilaha (n.d) further argued.
Apart from the fact that Yusuf recruited most o members from mosque where he
used to preach, Almajirai constituted significargentage in the Boko Haram
recruits. As the Almajirai beg for food, money aoither basic needs, they easily
become vulnerable to anti-government protestssbam to affect their lives. This is
some of the things that make Federal governmertietsin the establishment of
modern Almajiri schools in some northern statesndjlrai are mostly conservative
people that consider government illegitimate tHaymo roles in their lives and fails
to treat them well. This was the main philosoph¥oko Haram according to Yusuf.
With very little hope for the future, this groupt@i become instruments of violence
for those looking to perpetrate such acts as theyewsually recruited during riots

e.g. the 1980s Maitasine riots in Kano, Kaduna Yaia Maiduguri.
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Unlike in the West where contentious groupsve the legal rights and
possibilities to act openly, in autocratic or leesnocratic countries, those “open and
free spaces” are limited. This increases the newdsllective actors to create those
free spaces, which in this respect means placesevantors consider safe. Regimes
often knowingly or unknowingly provide these kind$ spaces through leaving
loopholes of administrative freedom where, contargiwords are uttered along with
non-contentious ones (Bedford 2009). These safeeplaare more prevalent in
societies where government is rather weak. Thusedfastates provide great
opportunities for anti-system movements to thrigecording to some scholars
therefore, Boko Haram is a symptom that the Nigestate has become either a
failed, or failing, state. (Adibe 2013, 10), angstmanifested itself in the fact that the
multi-ethnic character of the Nigerian state masigein all aspects of its life
including Boko Haram issues. In Nigeria, traditibnaltural spaces such as market
places, study circles, religious places like mosgherches, community schools and
Madrasas etc., have been among the free space< vildigenous opposition
movements grow.

Whenever movement began to gather both rahterd non-material resources,
it obviously starts to present collective demandaving gathered manpower, the
Boko Haram began to present collective demands. firee problems the Boko
Haram, like most Nigerians considered Nigeria's eyoment responsible for, are
corruption and poor governance, which accordinBdako Haram is the result of un-
Islamic government. In Onapajo and Ozodije (2012yds “Nigeria is a country
where corruption is celebrated as a political celtuState resources are usually
siphoned by political elites to enrich themselved appress the masses. Regimes are
“irresponsible and irresponsive to the demandshefgeople” (31). According to
Ahmad Salkida, a journalist who interviewed a Bélaram member:

Corruption became the catalyst for Boko Haram. lisfamed] Yusuf
[the group’s first leader] would have found it dfilt to gain a lot of
these people if he was operating in a functionatestBut his teaching
was easily accepted because the environment, tmerdtions, the
corruption, [and] the injustice made it fertile fbrs ideology to grow
fast, very fast, like wildfire (Human Right Watcb12, 24).
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And in 2004, one of the Yusuf's pupilpkained that their goals of fighting
corruption by institutionalizing Islamic governmentust be achieved very soon
(Human Right Watch 2012). This tend to uphold thewvthat Islamism can be
indigenously constructed response to the realdfesveryday life, conditioned by
government corruption, rising unemployment, andlidexgy social services. From
this perspective, deprivation has created a unitlie&ffected recruits who seek
culturally acceptable places and explanations akldtess their marginalization and
social anomie (Hafez and Wiktorowicz 2004).

The above arguments point to the general itond that give rise to the Boko
Haram as its members also argued, but they doffextigely explain the emergence
and proliferation of violence in Boko Haram actions most cases, Islamic
movements are not “born” violent, Hafez and Wikieitz (2004) argued. Instead,
proponents of violence develop a clique of milisaritom within established,
predominantly nonviolent Islamic movements as destrated in the GIA’s case
discussed in previous chapter. And while violerartsc groups may represent
constituent elements of a general reaction to sdgemisis conditions, this does not in
itself explain decisions to utilize violence ratliean other mechanisms of collective
action.

5.1.2 Boko Haram Gathered Resources

No matter how freely Yusuf and his disciplines bbthed and organized the Boko
Haram as a group, they must have overcome somer&qmiessions’ from the state.
This repression or expectation of it compelled ¢jieup to focus on mobilizing
participants in prayer, study and preaching sessiothe so called free spaces. In
2003, the group gathered many resources inasmudheasablished a base called
‘Afghanistan’ in Kanamma village in Yobe State, the Nigerian border with the

Republic of Niger.

It attracted more and more people, especiadgmployed youth under its roof by
offering welfare handouts mostly iAjami (using Arabic letters to write Hausa),
food, and shelter. The sources of the group’s maneystill opaque. The possible
source of funding during that period was from meraleho had to pay a daily levy

of 100 naira to their leader. This provided theidasurce of funding for the group,
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at initial stage in addition to donations from piolans, government officials and
other individuals or organizations within Nigerl&glker 2012, 3 and Onuoha 2010,
56). Accordingly, some people have been arresteze 2009 for allegedly financing
Boko Haram activities. For instance, in July 31020-the day after the police killed
Mohammed Yusuf—the military apprehended one of BdKaram’'s alleged
financial backers, Buji Foi, a former commissiomerthe Borno State government
(Human Right Watch 2012, 62).

The group also alleged to be receiving fufrdsn outside Nigeria especially
from other Islamists in North Afri¢a In 2007, for instance, Mohammed Yusuf was
tried for terrorism-related offences, among whichsweceiving monies from Al-
Qaeda operatives in Pakistan to recruit terrongi® would attack residences of
foreigners (Onuoha 2010, 57). Walker (2012) conetlithat the Boko Haram may
have been nurtured from outside Nigeria, especih#ypossibilities that money from
Salafis groups supported it in the early years.

Onapajo and Ozodije (2012) therefore, beligdvat some of the Boko Haram
members were attracted by monetary benefits thainapany their terrorist’s acts.
They contended that in some cases there were giegchents for recruitment into
the group. A case of Abdulrasheed Abubakar who jmidnalists when apprehended
that he was paid the sum of USD 500 to be trainedaabomb specialist in
Afghanistan and was promised another USD 350086 rekurned for more training is
a good example. They wrote:

Similarly, it was also reported that Mohammed Mantjeg man who
carried out the June 16, 2011 suicide bomb attacthe Nigerian police
headquarters in Abuja, was paid the sum of 4 millidigerian naira
(approximately US$25 400), which he willed to hamily members.
Besides these, some simply enjoy the proceeds &tbacks on banks.
This is against the backdrop of a series of attackseveral banks in the
metropolis of Maiduguri and other areas of theierapion. They usually
justify the act by the assertion that they ‘invgated the affected banks
and found that the owners and majority of its dépos were big men
who siphoned public funds and kept them there (31).

31 Read more dtttp://saharareporters.com/news-page/boko-harasrgiimillion-donation-algeria-
premium-times Accessed February 20, 2014.
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From 2003 and 2004, the Nigerian Talibanth@ group was called, began their
provocative attacks on police stations in Damattine, Yobe state capital. Those
attacks necessitated the Nigerian government tdogdegask force comprised of
military and police to control the situation. Acdorg to Bedford (2009) a call for
change in society championed by movement is likelyprovoke some kind of
reaction and response from the political establesiingand in some cases also from
other groups in the society). Once the mobilizafiwacess has been achieved, the
strategies adopted by the movements may have adekdffect on the strategies
adopted by the authorities. An interactive systeithbve established with a dynamic
of its own (43)

At that time, how threatening Boko Hardixacame was to a large extent
determined by its “type”, i.e. the issues it foalisgon as well as where and how
members opted to pursue their goals. This meandiritra 2003 the Boko Haram
began to change its tactics by attacking symbolstates like police stations and
government buildings and schools. Not only théicaaused, but also the character
of the issues raised by a movement and who theyapproaching with their
activities are of importance for how the movemeanterceived by the state.

As discussed earlier, movement that gathéett material and non-material
resources change its tactics, which cause statapply reactive repression.
Repression is reactiwehen applied after activists gain organizationatrggth and
began to present collective demands (Hafez and ondticz 2004). This kind of
repression hypothetically means that the Boko Hamaght begin to become more
aggrieved and also command resources that can dx tasfight back. Or the
repression crushed their insurgency. Thus, OnagragoOzodije (2012) believed that
among the factors that allowed the Boko Haram tchieorganizational level is
Nigerian government failure to act preemptivelyorder to forestall the incident.
They argue that intelligence failure by state isewistate security and intelligence
agencies are unable to obtain, collate, assesdiaseiminate intelligence that would
inform on preemptive steps to be taken by the aitthdo forestall the actual
outbreak of the Boko Haram saga (61). Wiktorowicd &lafez (2004) however,

hypothesized that pre-emptive repression haltsviatsi opportunity to rapidly
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expand material and organizational resources, thwesmkens supporters and
sympathizers and compels them to keep their greesand anger to themselves.

However, even when the Boko Haram becamee mexical, espoused violent
tactics, and the free spaces diminished, it cor8nio recruit from biographically
and structurally available activists (Snow 1980 amcAdam 1986).The
biographically available are those that are charamtd by “absence of personal
constraints that may increase the costs and risksowement participation, such as
full-time employment, marriage and family respoilgibs” (McAdam 1986, 70).
This means that activists require the qualities drecapsulated organization needs
from its members. These qualities include investneérsubstantial time resources,
which make some individuals more available for nmmoegat exploration and
participation than others. Therefore, exclusiveaoigations leaders recruit only like-
minded individuals and further regulate the beh@vimy limiting external ties and
demanding adherence to a strict code of condutt,ofalwhich aids in the
development of committed activists and group cairesiThis explains why
Almajirai and some unemployed youths constitutecdhdapercentage of Boko
Haram’s recruits. Now the group chooses to usepiv®us nature of Nigerian
borders with other Sahelian countries as free spzdase its operations. It's no
coincidence that Boko Haram as encapsulated org@ons relies on hit- and-run
tactics remains very active in Borno, Yobe and Adamn, the states that border

Chad, Niger Republic and Cameroun respectively.
5.2 Cultural Framing

Activism, whether violent or peaceful, inclusive exclusive, are always associated
with framing processes — the process of meaningtoaction that resonate with
potential participants and general public (Benfardl Snow 2000). The framings
adopted by movements’ actors are contingent upertlvironment in which frames
are proffered, its articulators and the targetetiagars. The most critical dimension
of the framing process for movement mobilizatiofrésne resonance. That is ability
of frame to resonate with potential participantshéAé a movement frames draw

upon indigenous cultural symbols, language, andhtities, it is more likely to
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resonate with targeted participants, thus enhanmiobilization. Such reverberation,

however, depends upon not only its consistency euattural narratives, but also the

reputation of the frame articulators in that sogi¢he personal salience of the frame
for potential participants, the consistency of theme, and the frame’s empirical

credibility in real life (Benford and Snow 2000,daWiktorowicz 2004).

In case of the Boko Haram, like for otharddst with religious motivations or
ideologies, cultural factors are crucial at the etnsf activism. For instance, in
northeastern Nigeria, a society that is predomigadiuslims, Islamist’ messages
presented by the Boko Haram were likely to be aedse since it carried Islamic
messages and that messages used to motivate geopée in Yusuf's preaching
sessions. Getting what someone wants from non-saters, no matter how
insignificant its value, are parts of the selectiveentives that motivate potential
participants to join the group or movement thaeo#ither religious or emotional
benefits.

Apart from language and cultural congruenciyvieen group framing project and
the demands of participants, group approach cdwgdsscollectivity as a method for
creating and maintaining a collective identity. Riostance, militant groups often
make overt appeals to a broad identity to justiigirt actions and seek sympathy. A
good example is al-Zawabhiri’'s famous cry ‘We aredihas!” from an Egyptian
prison cell in 1981 (Beck 2008, 1571). This clasrsimilar to what Yusuf made by
calling his group ahlus-sunnah that fights anythihgt “spoils the belief in one
God™2. Such identity claims became obvious when Bokoahareleased, in 2011
the following statement:

We want to reiterate that we are warriors who agying out Jihad
(religious war) in Nigeria and our struggle is s the traditions of
the holy prophet. We will never accept any systérgavernment apart
from the one stipulated by Islam because that esahly way that the
Muslims can be liberated. We do not believe in awystem of

government, be it traditional or orthodox excem thlamic system and
that is why we will keep on fighting against denaaxy, capitalism,
socialism and whatever. We will not allow the Niger Constitution to
replace the laws that have been enshrined in the Qlar'an, we will not

allow adulterated conventional education (Boko) re&place Islamic

%2 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8172270.stAtcessed February 18, 2014.
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teachings. We will not respect the Nigerian govezntmbecause it is
illegal. We will continue to fight its military anthe police because they
are not protecting Islam. We do not believe in tigerian judicial
system and we will fight anyone who assists the egawient in
perpetrating illegalities (Human Right Watch 203Q).

Such a claim is both an identity and pdditistatement. Identity statements can
be more than cultural expression because theygdotkntial supporters to a cause
and implicitly suggest goals to be achieved. Thassdiscussed in chapter one and
elaborated by Perry and Negrin (2008), radicaihisdés select some religious text to
create distinct identity and justify their actionghich are usually not in tune with
how other Muslims understand it. For instance,ofelhg Nigeria’s 1999 transition
to democracy, the democratically elected governmehtl2 Muslim-majority states
in northern Nigeria, the stronghold of the Boko &tarincorporated Shari’a into
states law and launched extensive Islamic soci@lemonomic reforms. Rather than
rejecting popular democratic institutions as aibato Shari’a, non-violent Islamists
believe that Islamic law implementation would imypeotheir performance, by
protecting the religious rights of Muslims, enhangcieconomic development and
social justice, and improving governance by holdelges accountable to shared
standards, which will eventually lead to full impientation of Shari’a. These make
other Islamists and Muslims in northern Nigeriagigestion the credibility of the
Boko Haram’s Islamic creed. For instance, sevesianiic clerics in Nigeria work
with government, pursuit Western education and erage their followers to get
Western education, which is not in tune with Yusybhilosophy. Recently, at the
first annual Conference of Ahlus-Sunnah of Nigehigld on 15 February, 2014, the
Sultan of Sokoto also questioned Boko Haram’s Iatdfaith.>* He referred to them
as terrorist organization that carries activitiegiast the country and therefore

whosoever calls them Islamic is unfair to Musiifns

% The Sultan of Sokoto also knownAsir-ul-Momineeh is considered the first spiritual leader in
the Muslim community in Nigeria. The office dateach to the 18 century Sokoto Jihad that unified
and established Islamic caliphate in northern Négerthe Sokoto Caliphate. The title of the Sultan
became popular 1815, and now the Sultan ipthseident-general of the National Supreme Council
for Islamic Affairs, a council that regulates Isliaraffairs in Nigeria.

% Read more dittp://www.vanguardngr.com/2014/02/boko-haram-dabel-muslims-criminals-
sultan/ Accessed February 20, 2014.
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Despite the efforts by both government avehelslamic clerics to deter people
from joining Boko Haram, the group’s framing worntesonates with a lot of their
targets. Literatures on framing processes take auoount the role of framing
articulators in making it acceptable among paréinis. Yusuf was a good public
speaker who devoted his time preaching to makepbpsls believe that Western
education and governmental employment are lhattam To make that possible,
Yusuf used to read some selected text to his aceidror example, on 30 May 2008,
Yusuf presented a translationafMadaris al-alamiyya al-ajnabiyya al-istimariyya:
tarikhuha wa makhatuha (Global, foreign and colonialist schools: Theirtbry and
dangers)y Bakr b. Abdullah Ab Zayd (d.2008), in which he highlighted several
quotations from the Qur'an and Hadith with which tAZayd supported his
contentions that he believes condemned westernagdoc Yusuf “reaffirmed his
total and sweeping condemnation of modern seculacaion with the authority of
this book, to the repeated applause of his dissipleo chanted\llahu Akbareach
time Yusuf ridiculed his opponents with sarcasm disgjust” (Journal for Religion
in Africa 2012, 124). In debates with other Islamsaholars and also in an interview
with BBC, Yusuf maintained that:

There are prominent Islamic preachers who have aeenunderstood

that the present Western-style education is mixétl 8sues that run

contrary to our beliefs in Islam. Like rain. We iegk it is a creation of

God rather than an evaporation caused by the sainctindenses and

becomes rain. Like saying the world is a sphénérlins contrary to the

teachings of Allah, we reject it. We also rejec theory of Darwinisrr.

Yusuf's reputations made him able to reprttee priorities of his group
members to reject Western education and its intits. When his pupils began to
challenge the Nigerian states, which they claimedponsible for their sufferings,
the struggles took a new dimension by framing itnasal obligation which led some
students from higher institutions in Borno and Yabates “withdrew from school,
tore up their certificates and joined the group fQuranic lessons and
preaching”’(Onuoha 2010, 56). Wickham found simdase in his study of Egyptian

Islamists and wrote that “in a social milieu in wiiaspiring students coveted a

% http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8172270.stAtcessed February 18, 2014.
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secular university degreshahada as both a status symbol and an instrument of
career advancement, the Islamist subculture dim&aithe relative value attached to
secular knowledge gained through formal educatiickham 2004, 243). This
occurs at a time when formal education no longearguteed permanent
employment, and/or desired jobs. And, in Nigeraklof employment is among the
problem that make youth susceptible to collectistioas.

Wickham further contends that, when Islamisome radicals, they have ways
of facilitating a progress toward high-risk actimisin such cases, Islamists frame
activism as a moral obligation that demands selfisee and commitments to
achieve the desired goals (Wickham 2004). Whensueh happens, movement
leaders begin to mobilize individuals into actidmg issuing a “call to arms” or
normative rationale for collective action—motivated framing. Having perceived
the tensed situation between the Boko Haram andgrities forces, Yusuf began to
give motivational guidelines to his followers, ingiting them to donate money and
blood because both would be required to treatrijugad; to follow his orders even if
they are going to die while obeying; and wait fe¢ hommand before taking any
decision (Journal for Religion in Africa 2012). Shiollowed Yusuf claims to have
hidden plans after issuing what he called an optarlto Nigerian Presidefit Now
Boko Haram began to possess the qualities of axelusrganizations, which

pragmatically changed its guidelines, frames andus@perandi.
5.2.1 Repression, Exclusive Organizations, and-8ygtem Frames

State repressions have the power to end colleatitiens and/or send it underground
and in the case of the latter, radicalize some neesnlvho espouse anti-system
frames. At the onset of their struggle, the Bokaadamembers referred to Nigerian
system of government as un-Islamic hence shoulceplaced. Whether because of
the limited resource they had or soft repressiomfthe state, Yusuf himself was

% Copies of this open-letter were sent to air foeseyy, navy, police and state security service,
members of the national assembly, and the Govekh&heriff of Borno State, warning them that he
and his followers would not let the shooting of fuBowers be in vain and clearly threatening
retaliation.
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said to defy the use of violence in achieving thd € Islamic state. As the leader of
Nigerian Taliban whose pupils established a camp@yafvom the mainstream
society, Yusuf believed that “an Islamic systengo¥ernment should be established
in Nigeria, and if possible all over the world, libtough dialogue” (Human Rights
Watch 2012, 32). But the danger that his studerdseg to the people and
government compelled Nigerian security forces tergjthen the repression against

them.

Open confrontation between security anddBidaram began on June 11, 2009
in Maiduguri when the latter felt bold enough tdydgovernment rules by refusing
to wear motorcycle helmets. That event triggerednogtruggles that changed the
tactics adopted by both the government and the Btdam toward each other. One
explanation is that the government believed thatgitoup was arming itself and then
lunched preventive strike when Boko Haram membefied state law and began to
fight security operatives (Adibe 2013). As explainia chapter three, the event of
July 2009 led to the death of the Boko Haram mes)lsa&curity personal and even
civilians. That was exactly when the Boko Haram rbera stepped in to openly
confront security not only in Maiduguri but in Kgngobe and Bauchi as in what
they called “reprisal attacks for the police arrastl humiliation of their members
(Adibe 2013, 12).

Since that time, the Boko Haram has beemaitgy the revenge for the death of
their members, which Yusuf himself started whendeelared that they were on
revenge mission before he was appreheriiddhe use of audio-cassettes and cell
phones are now proven to be an effective mediadfsseminating movements’
messages. The circulation of Yusuf's preaching igeNa is a good example of how
efficacious these media are. Among other reasonght wide circulation of the
cassettes and MP3 is that they create income-gemgractivities for the many
persons involved, who are mostly not propagandastshe Boko Haram. However,
only the most important preaching sessions wererded and/or diffused, and in
Yusuf’'s case they carry anti-system frames. Needégs, most of those audio

37 http://www.vanguardngr.com/2011/11/we-are-on-reeentssion-boko-haram-suspect-tells-caurt/
Accessed February 20, 2014.
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recordings now rarely circulate in Nigeria. Wherelu resurged in 2010 as the
group new leader, he regularly include in his stegets anti-system frames to
mobilize participants. In a video released by AlkalsaShekau, he claimed that the
Yusuf was killed because the regime is un-Islarieeryone knows how our leader
was murdered and everyone knows the way the Muskiare killed... Catastrophe

is caused by unbelief, unrest is unbelief, injesis unbelief, democracy is unbelief

and the constitution is unbeliéf’

Therefore, Boko Haram’s anti-system framegehbeen similar to that of the
GIA in which the messages frame whoever disapproféseir actions or sustain the
regime in one way or another as part of “them” leere legitimate target.
Immediately after UN building suicide attacks onglist 2011, Qaga, a Boko Haram
spokesperson told journalist that Boko Haram ipaasible for the attacks.He
however, reiterated that they attacked the UN Ingldoecause “UN represents
unbelief and they support the Nigerian governmehbdw we are fighting (Human
Right Watch 2012, 56). On January 2012, leafleteesed to be distributed by the

Boko Haram around the city of Kano stated that:

We have on several occasions explained the caesgoffi people we
attack and they include: government officials, goweent security
agents, Christians loyal to CAN (Christian Assdoiatof Nigeria) and
whoever collaborates in arresting or killing us revehe is a Muslim
(Human Right Watch 2012, 52).

Apparently, government was able to crushBbhko Haram uprising, which led
to the arrest and executions of hundreds of its bagsn But as the event resulted in
what led to the arrest and executions of Yusuf,faiker in-law and the supposed
financer of the group, it meant the hitherto “frepaces” for mobilization and
recruitment no longer exist. For movement to lih& environment with anti-system
frames there must be a kind of repression thasesuo present that. Wiktorowicz
and Hafiz (2004) believed that the way and mannevhich the state combines the

timing and targeting of repression determines mam@nstrategic calculations.

38 Watch the video herettp://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/01/20122829369976.html
Accessed March 5, 2014.
39 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-146779%tcessed March 6, 2014.
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Reactive and indiscriminate repression is likelyetwourage violent tactics, which
go hand in hand with anti-system frames. Indisaraterepression targets not only
leaders and core activists but include supporssmspathizers, and ordinacjtizens
suspected of involvement in the movement.

So many constraints confront movement iprassive environment which
include threats from the security forces and gowemt infiltrators and informers
that undermines the movement (Hafez 2004). As dseli earlier in the introductory
chapter however, the need necessary to overconse ttunstraints generated by a
repressive environment strongly encourages movemémt develop exclusive
organizations.Thus, as Della Porta argued, radical militancy tanone of the
outcomes of contention (Della Porta 1995). Ands thuitcome shapes not only the
way states response to militancy but also the drajg adopted by the radical
militants. For instance, while state repressiowhich signifies closeness of the
system — can suppress mobilization, it can alsoemallitancy more likely by
increasing anti-system frames. The salience andrgwibility of Islamists’ message
become obvious when state hunts all suspectediparis.

Paradoxically, the presence of frames a®swlogy of the Boko Haram often
contradicts their actions. It is obvious that theaikability of easily accessible
information —products of Western education — canmer individuals for
radicalization and recruitment attempts by orgaioraentrepreneurs or even inspire
individuals without prior network contacts to aetiy approach radical milieus.
While the government-owned media may readily ddéfusiages of terrorist acts,
they may do so in a manner that is unsympathetitheoterrorists and their acts.
Based on that, the Boko Haram has launched ses#eaks on the media. In an
online statement, for example after bombing a meffiee, the group said it bombed
Thisday, a Lagos-based private newspaper, bechgsadwspaper had reported
many “lies” about them (Human Right Watch 2012,.5&)at compelled the Boko
Haram to use the Internet and international meaiach in contrast, enable frames
and images to bypass the filters of the traditionallia, hence present the required
message to the potential participants. This inaescy between Boko Haram actual
philosophy and modus operandi is among the futesearch agenda that now are

based on so many conspiracies. Nevertheless, wheins clear is that the Boko
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Haram group relies on technological tools to digsabe information to their
“enemies” and carries out their terrorist acts wstiphisticated weapons produce

through technology.
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CHPATER SIX
CONCLUSION

There is much evidence to suggest that all theartite social movement theory
factors — political opportunity structures, mohilig structures, and framing process
or cultural framing — exist in both Algeria and Mrga. Without those variables,
organizing collective action like that of the AQI&hd the Boko Haram at initial
stage could be just a mere protest for few daywerks. Out of the three social
movements theory factors, framing and political apgnities/constraints play major
roles in maintaining the collective action by thetmovements. Rather than ending
their struggles when environments seemed constraite AQIM and the Boko
Haram exemplified movements that believe in the groef anti-system framing and
exclusive/clandestine approach to transform indiald’ perception about their
society and prime them into violent activism. Itsxirmed from this study that when
someone’s life revolves around a small group oé-lkinded individuals who,
collectively, are cut off or cut off themselves rfrothe mainstream society, that
person’s judgment and behavior become, to a largente a function of group
dynamics. It's clear that as the GIA/GSPC and tb&dBHaram drifts ever further
away from mainstream society as a result of thiellent activities, the propensity of
their members to adopt radical views rises as Wélkeé worldview of both the group
and the individuals in it frequently become mord arore divorced from reality, and
they strike some outside observers as bizarredm thsconnection from the actual
world. In effect, the groups created not only tleim specific micro-culture, with a
distinct set of moral and behavioral standards, they also build and live in a

universe of their own, delimit by their radical deais.

The factors in social movement theory stiger in both countries as they do
in almost every country and other groups may ekgloem to present collective
demands or organize collective actions. It's im@ortto note at this juncture that
Islam does not bring about violent action, no darg other religion but usually
political and economic grievances are primary cgausge catalysts, and religion

becomes a means to legitimate and mobilize (Jusngeyer 2005). Thus, group like
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the GIA/GSPC/AQIM and the Boko Haram’s decisiortum to violence is usually
situational and is not endemic to Islam.

Appeals to Islam were only one of the svaf framing or representing a
struggle in terms that a potential constituencyl wihderstand rather than the
determinants of a strategic choice. Obviously, gsoaspousing similar goals often
choose different methods, disagreeing over the m@aore than the ends. This
explains why other social movements continue tdaithe available opportunities
and organizing structures to frame specific evestscollective responsibilities to
ameliorate.

No other strong and violent Islamists operaither in Nigeria or Algeria
without being linked to the AQIM or the Boko Haramonetheless, ethnic and
political movements blossom especially in NigeBat Algeria and Nigeria locally
and in conjunction with other Sahelian countriegehitensified their efforts to end
the AQIM and the Boko Haram’s operations. For examngince the 1990s, Algerian
authorities have led several measures and polidesnd the activities of the
GIA/GSPC/AQIM. This policy has been accompaniedskbyeral amnesties, whose
goal was to coax the remaining GIA/GSPC/AQIM mermsband deter bystander
public from joining the movements as well. The pcéil jargon adopted in Algeria
has two approaches, which have been supported figredit factions: the
éradicateurgeradicators) andialoguistegdialoguers), representing the two side of
an endless political debate that has influencedsaeemaking in Algeria over the
last two decades (Cristiani and Fabiani 2011). Tgotarization of the political
approach led to the adoption of a policy mix betwtee two. The relative success of
this approach has effectively led to a significamtikening of the Algerian Islamists.
Similar approach has been in place in Nigeria sid@89 inasmuch as a faction
allegedly from the Boko Haram accepted amnesty ewvttile security personnel
continue to fight those who chose to remain viokemd underground. The dialogue
offer is still on from the Nigerian government. Demg dialogue means continued

government crackdown on the Boko Haram as strasgéue military?°

40 http://www.dailytimes.com.ng/article/accept-dialegnow-or-get-crushed-cas-tells-bokoharam
Accessed March 7, 2014.
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6.1 Similarities and Differences between the Algeri Islamist (The
FIS/GIA/GSPC/AQIM and the Boko Haram

6.1.1 Similarities

One of the major similarities between the AQIM @uko Haram is that both claim
to offer solutions to some specific problems thatoading them bedevil Muslim
through the slogan of “Islam is the solution”. BEviéhough both the FIS and the
Boko Haram metamorphosed from moderate and cortserva violent movement
respectively, the trajectories followed proved tpatitical constraints affected how
their framing and mobilization tactics work. It'sen in chapters four and five that
when government in Algeria and Nigeria changedrtlag@proaches towards the
AQIM and the Boko Haram, those movements also éeviher means to shield
themselves from losing their resources hence maedathe struggles. The
governments in Algeria and Nigeria began respondinthe time when the AQIM
and the Boko Haram’s actions appeared threatenifigough the AQIM and the
Boko Haram threatened their states in differentsaatythe onset, the reactions from
states share similar pattern as the AQIM and theoBéaram gathered both material

and non-material resources before their actionamégbe checked.

The second similarity is about how th&kBdlaram and AQIM see themselves
and how authorities, sympathizers and non-sympathiboth within and outside
their countries see them. The way members of thuseements consider themselves
iIs more or less parallel to a situation of “we agathem and/or vice versa”. This fits
Haberfeld and Hassel's (2009) description of apgtam movements. According to
these scholars, dissidents in their societies denshemselves as:

Individuals who have some sort of a grievance ajdhre larger society
in which they live, either physically or identifyithr conceptually. They
represent a minority in the majority world domircatey those who have
or claim to have this that the minority do not haveclaim not to have.
TheseHave Nots (the minority) seek to acquire what the majoritiyHe
Haves) claim to have or/and the Have Nots also seekisoupt or
destroy whatever it is that The Haves claim to hawd enjoy. It is a
battle of the Have Nots versus Haves and their are@pFear (2).
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This confirms the notion that all Islamists — canaéives, moderates and militants —
agree over the end than the means. On the parttabéssand international
community, these two movements are only terrorigfanizations that strive to
challenge democracy and Western interests in bogire countries. For the Muslim
in Sahelian countries, the AQIM and the Boko Hadomot share similar religious
belief with them. Thus, apart from different measuemployed by Algeria and
Nigeria to end the AQIM and the Boko Haram respetyi the US has been
responding to help curtail the expansion of botie Two movements are designated
by the US adroreign Terrorist Organization (FTO), and theredkra labeled as
Specially Designated Global Terrorists (SDGT) adl w® the US placing bounties
on Belmokhtar and ShekdtiThe AQIM and the Boko Haram also serve as saviors
to their members whom, as discussed in chaptensdod five are influenced by
framings works to accept these movements’ appéddsvever, both enjoy little
support from the general population whom were oftaergeted as government
collaborators.

The third similarity between the AQIM anigetBoko Haram is the aligning
frames with the issues that resonated with thegetad participants. Due to the
nature of the societies in which the AQIM and thek®& Haram emerged, the social
movement theory concept of frame alignment has lsmgnificant in mobilizing
participants. In other words, aligning the strugghath cultural and religious duties
means that only movements with such qualities htoee highest tendency of
organizing collective actions for those particigaim both Algeria and northern
Nigeria, perhaps at that time when the AQIM and Bako Haram emerged. In
1980’s Algeria only Islamists could rally the modas the streets chiefly because of
the concord between their actions and the framdfgueal. Similarly, Yusuf
carefully selected his targets while demonizing Wes education so that only
messages related to their religion and everydaycliiuld prime them into collective
action. These are among the reasons both movenfemtsthose who are

biographically and structurally available to ansvaed accept their calls. In other

4 hitp://www.africansinamericanewswatch.com/a/p/neasks0174.htmlaccessed on 17th March,
2014.
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words, the AQIM and the Boko Haram carefully hawem selective in targeting
participants and locating where to present themaleds.

The forth similarity is that these movertsealso share similarities of victims.
The victims of the GIA and the GSP and the Bokoadamwere in one way or the
associated with states of Algeria and Nigeria. d@hgree to which their targets are
associated with nation states is however stricthgelol on their interpretations.
According to them any non-targeted individuals wbee his/her life as a result of
their actions is considered martyr. Neverthelels, most affected victims by the
GIA, the GSPC/AQIM and the Boko Haram attacks hbeen Muslims because
their strongholds are predominantly Muslims. Tkiplus the similarity they share in
kidnapping foreign and local civilians. The AQIM uadly kidnaps foreigners as
hostage, while the Boko Haram often kidnaps petiplkgttract more attentions. The
recently kidnapped school girls at Chibok exempBgko Haram’s kidnapping
tactics.

Another similarity is the leadership sturet of the AQIM and the Boko Haram
is pretty much similar. There are spiritual andhags, according to them fallible
leaders who issue fatwa (legal opinion) and in msiten delimit the trajectory of the
movements’ actions. Although both movements useldaie a clear organizational
structure with specific location and headquartespecially in the case of the FIS as
political party; their leaders and activists arevnithe most wanted personalities by
security personnel in Algeria and Nigeria in par# and other Sahelian countries
in general. Two actors in the Sahel — Belmokhtat &hekau control the AQIM and
the Boko Haram movements from opaque and mystelomations. They sometimes
appear on YouTube to claim responsibilities andpecify next target but their
actual locations rather than their actions are amkn Similarly, there is good
number of the AQIM and the Boko Haram members wie active in Sahelian
countries. Seizing of Gao in northern Mali by Twmecould not be successful
without Islamic fighters from the Boko Haram ana tAQIM’s Sahel commands
under Belmokhtar. This is clear sign that the AQBMd the Boko Haram
strategically help and recruits other dissiderdefiSahelian countries.
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However, the Boko Haram of Muhammad Yusuiich predated the current
one, was well known in regards to its location,deys, activists, demands etc.
Though the name given to the group — the Boko Harmmains, but the location, and
leadership of today’s Boko Haram remain uncleae @hly thing that is clear about
the Boko Haram of today is taking harbor in mystesi, targeting and attacking both
civilian and security forces. Therefore, the oniffedence with the AQIM is the
changes of name from FIS, to GIA GSPC and finall@IM, with each one
witnessing changes in the method of operations.FiSef Madani and Benhadj was
formal organization with headquarters and regiaftites, manifesto, but all formal
characteristics began to disappear when radicalrsadbok over the struggles.
Likewise in the case of the Boko Haram, the speeifeas where Yusuf fathered the
original Boko Haram had been subjected to secsrityeillance, which made some
desperate actors to exist in a mysteriously unknimeation but still under the name
of the Boko Haram.

6.1.2 Differences

The FIS had since its establishment some veterans Afghanistan as members but
the struggles were limited to fighting Algerian gorment at home until the creation
of the AQIM. The Boko Haram was composed of locabsithat also focused solely
on northern Nigeria as nucleus of operation. Rigirh the onset, the AQIM and the
Boko Haram adopted different means in achieving th@als. The FIS was a formal
political party, whereas the Boko Haram startedpesgpagation movement that
focused energy on youths with some sort of griegandhat placed the AQIM and
the Boko Haram as moderate and conservative Idamaspectively. Similarly, the
Islamists in Algeria were power-oriented who es#di@dd political party to topple the
FLN and establish an Islamic society. Boko Harans wi&ntity-oriented with much
focus on transforming what they consider corrut an-Islamic society in Nigeria.

Following the rise of the GIA and the sulpsent merger of GSPC with Al-
Qaeda, the organization of the GSPC/AQIM did nainge. Overall, the group is
divided into nine geographic sectors that are conted by an Emir each. Each of

these sectors is semi-independent. This sometiede® la degree of competition and
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disagreement between regional commanders. IndeedSahelian group has often
acted independently, pursuing different goals asithgu different tactics from the
Kabylia command. The Kabylia command as mentiomechiapter four operates in
mountainous areas within Algeria under the supdgsefdlQIM’'s general
commander, Droukdel.

Another difference is about leadership.the Sahel, Droukdel has assigned
Mokhtar Belmokhtar and Abdelhamid Abu Zeid as ks principal deputies in the
region. Yahya Abu Ammar (aka Yahya Jouadi), Abu #ra-Shingeiti or al-
Shanqiti, and Abdelkarim “the Touareg,” assist Batimar and Abu Zeid with
operations in the Sahelian command. These regcmmamanders have autonomy not
only to create their own paramilitary organizatidng also create local partnerships
across international borders into neighboring coest Overall, the organization of
the AQIM has given regional commanders a large ele@f autonomy making it
difficult to precisely define membership strengideological aims, sources of

finance, and the formation of local alliances.

According to Onuoha (2013), following theimder of Yusuf, the Boko Haram
under Shekau has him (Shekau) as spiritual leadbrtwo deputies whom receive
orders directly from him. There 8huraconsultative council members among whom
are the head of various committees. The Shura mmsncbenmand state commanders
and strategists who also give order to local condaes1 Under local commanders
are operational cells saddled with local operatidMbile directives and instructions

come from top to bottom the information flow in ettway round.

A Third difference is about whether trengage in illegal business or not. The
hybrid approach adopted by the AQIM’s Sahel commbetiveen a terrorism and
illicit business of smuggling and helping smugglerget access to the Sahara desert
has therefore become a far more complex threattdbility in the area and
differentiate the AQIM from the Boko Haram whosemiers do not participate in
illegal business (Christiani and Fabiani, 2011). eThlevel of
inclusion/accommodation by both the Algerian ande tiNigerian regimes
differentiates the FIS from the Boko Haram. Thesgtst in Algeria officially

accommodated the Islamist into the scene. In Nagéne Boko Haram had no formal
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inclusion but perceived the vulnerability of thessgm hence decided to challenge it.
Though both Nigerian and Algerian activists nowefee the same responses from
the authorities, they were perceived differently diferent time. Dede (2008)
believed that “when Islamists achieved successesertions (at associational, local
or national levels) both regimes changed their usicdhary-accommodationist
policies with exclusionary-confrontationist onesvéwds the Islamists” (346). As the
governments perceive the FIS as a double threaplfidical and political) they start
implementing an exclusionary/confrontationist ppliccowards them which
consequently gave birth to radical activism fronthim the FIS. The Boko Haram
never had opportunity to organize into politicaltpdet alone winning an election.

6.2 What can Possibly Happen?

Domestically, the groups will continue to attackithtargets in Algeria and Nigeria
rather than international targets inside or outdltEse countries. In Algerian, the
attacks by the AQIM may continue to threaten tladbitity of the state, the Algerian
base of AQIM has been weaken though. On the patteoislamists, the instability
caused by violent Islamists within the Algeria willobably halt any plan to legalize
Islamist party in the future. Islamists may therefbe subjected to surveillance by
state for fear that their action will subsequentlgite violence. In Nigeria on the
other hand, it is possible for the Boko Haram todmee increasingly involved in the
ethno-religious violence taking place in differgairt of the country. It will probably
involve in Plateau State crises, where indigenght fiover ethnic and religious
identity. Such a move would further threaten tat@eiize the country’s stability and
unity.

The Boko Haram’s violence in northern Nigemay lead to the increased
isolation of this region. Trade in Kano, the ecoimhub of the north, is estimated to
have been reduced by half in recent years (Sie@8)2 As Boko Haram'’s violent
attacks have increased, fewer traders are investimprthern Nigeria while many
businesses are being relocated to Southern p#imeafountry. This coincides with a
lot of local business engage by youth in the northdigeria being banned by the
states. For instance, the hit-and-run tactics ortoragcle by the Boko Haram
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members led to the outlawing commercial motorciglis different states of the
north. This may multiply the number of unemployedith in the north, which means
increased menace to stability.

There are however, prospects regardinglgyawith the AQIM and the Boko
Haram in both Algeria and Nigeria. From the expwres gained in conflict
situations with Islamists after US invasion Iracd akfghanistan, the prospects for
stability with the AQIM and the Boko Haram will grably come from Algeria and
Nigeria respectively. There should be home-driveticfes based and inspired by
local actors who understand the local dynamicsiwithese countries. “A society’s
path to peace and security greatly depends oniihenvand values that can shape
such a society’s future and these can only conma frathin” (Olojo 2013). Algiers
and Abuja need to be more creative in their appgraaa intensify joint endeavors
with academic and research institutions workingpaace, conflict and terrorism

issues.

While the government’s military approa@mnioot always match the hit-and-run
guerrilla tactics of the AQIM and the Boko Hararhe tdual approach of dialogue
and eradication should be strengthen. Therefor,gtbvernments in Algiers and
Abuja also need to strengthen coordination, imprawelligence gathering and
facilitate the flow of crucial information in a tely and pre-emptive manner.
Intelligence and security agencies within Algerrad aNigeria must also recognize
that the realization of objectives depends on thbility to work with and win the
trust of local communities. Developmental refornmsl golicies need to be geared
towards improving economic infrastructure, stimmgt human enterprise and

supporting political institutions that are corruptifree and accountable.

Now, the AQIM and the Boko Haram may stréegttheir union in the Sahel as
both operate and complement each other not onlyneir countries of origin but
some Sahelian countries. The AQIM in particular bagn recruiting among the
citizenry in the Sahel and the Sahel command isrbst threatening in the region.
The attacks by the Boko Haram have since seconnadpaf13 been concentrated on
Nigerian states of Borno, Yobe, Adamawa and Tardihense states border the

Sahelian countries of Chad, Niger and Camerouneatsely. This explains why
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Nigeria recently shut its border with Cameroun arwlease security in other borders
with Chad, Benin, Niger and Cameroun joining thesed&’. Another interesting
development apart from security crackdown that intyve sent the Boko Haram
out of its strongholds in Nigeria is the rise ogWante Youth Group (Civilian JTF).
The civilian JTF is a group of Youth in Borno an@bé that began operation in
complementing the efforts of the military JTF iretarrest and curbing of activities
of the Boko Haram. This development may furtherdskandreds of Boko Haram
members out of their strongholds in north-easteigefilh and desperate among its
members may join the AQIM. The immediate thing tle@n happen is the
transformation of the AQIM and the Boko Haram iatsingle regional organization
that strikes and hides, as well as seeks a saserdfeoperations and an easier life in
the Sahel. The Boko Haram has been more closane sbthe Sahelian countries as
significant members come from Niger, Cameroun ahddC As a result, the Boko
Haram affiliation to the AQIM and maybe re-brandemgd forging a single name as
a survival tactic than a sign of strength is pdssifbhis merger between the Boko
haram with the AQIM is more possible since theelatfinds strength in the 2006’s
rhetorical, tactical and strategic affiliation withe mainstream Al-Qaeda (Christani
and Fabiani 2011).

When the AQIM and the Boko Haram become alsimay unified Islamist
movement that all other movements recognize as enotihganization, counter-
measures will consequently involve all Sahelian ntoes. All the Sahelian
countries may automatically join and help the Pahéb Initiative (PSI) aimed at
curtailing the spillover of activities of the AQIMnd the Boko Haram in their
countries. The measures will therefore require th@nds of international
communities. The transnational threats pose by AQIdfe taken into account as
early as 2003 by international community and thétédhStates launched the Pan-
Sahel Initiative. The PSI was initiated to incredise reaction capacities of Chad,
Mali, Mauritania, and Niger by training and equipgisome soldiers in each of these

participant countries with counterterrorism tactibsough exposing its military to

42 http://lwww.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2014/02/nigesals-state-border-with-cameroon-
2014223154723696322.htnandhttp://leadership.ng/news/360083/terrorism-nigehad-benin-
cameroon-niger-joint-border-patrol-deaccessed March 27, 2014.
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U.S. training, under the responsibility of Unitedatés European Command
(EUCOM). In 2005, the PSI developed into the mormebiious Trans-Saharan
Counter-Terrorism Partnership (TSCTP), which ineldidhe four Sahelian countries
that had been part of the PSI as well as Algeri@arddco, and Tunisia in the
Maghreb, and Nigeria and Senegal (Filiu 2009). Thigative will be strengthen

with more members.

Whatever happens either between the AQIMtaadBoko Haram or among the
Sahelian countries, Algeria and Nigeria will sbik the most affected countries by
the two movements, hence at the forefront of anyntar-measures. Therefore,
Algeria and Nigeria will continue to face little anore pressures to end these
movements as the countries of their origin. Newes$s, the AQIM and the Boko

Haram will affect Sahelian countries as a whole.
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