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ABSTRACT

KADRO MOVEMENT AND ITS POLITICAL PRACTICE IN THE
CONTEXT OF EARLY REPUBLICAN ERA

Derin, Ozan Ekin
M.S., Department of Media and Cultural Studies

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Necmi Erdogan

September 2016, 171 pages

This thesis aimes to analyze political practice of the Kadro Movement in the
context of the early rebuplican era in Turkey. Examining the problematic
relationship of Kadro Movement with the fractions of Turkish bourgeoisie
and land owners, this study tries to show how the Kadro group was struggled
to realize their etatist project through strategical articulations and
confrontations. It focuses on Kadro Movement’s political position and
argumentation aganist class structure and its eventual development during

the ealy rebuclican era in Turkey.

Keywords: Kadro Movement, etatism, early republican era in Turkey, class
domination, political practice
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KADRO HAREKETI VE ERKEN CUMHURIYET BAGLAMINDAKI
POLITIK PRATIGI

Derin, Ozan Ekin
Yiiksek Lisans, Medya ve Kiiltiirel Calismalar Boliimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Necmi Erdogan

Eyliil 2016, 171 pages

Bu tez Kadro Hareketi’nin politik pratigini erken cumhuriyet donemi
baglaminda incelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Kadro dergisinin Tiirkiye
burjuvazisinin fraksiyonlar1 ve toprak sahipleri ile olan sorunlu iliskisi
zemininden hareketle, bu ¢alismada Kadrocularin devletgilik projelerini
gerceklestirmek i¢in nasil stratejik eklemlenmeler ve catigmalarda
bulunarak miicadele ettigini gostermeye calisilacaktir. Bu tez Kadro
Hareketi’nin erken cumhuriyet donemi Tiirkiye’sindeki sinif yapisi ve bu
sinif yapisinin muhtemel gelisme ¢izgisi karsi takindiklar politik pozisyona

ve arglimanlara odaklanmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kadro Hareketi, devletgilik, erken cumhuriyet donemi

Tiirkiyesi, sinif iktidar1, politik pratik.



For the sake of the light of wisdom,
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CHAPTER |

1. INTRODUCTION

This thesis work aims to find and answer to the question of what is the specific
relation between the Kadro Movement and dominant classes in the context of
early republican era in Turkey. In the case of composing this question of
inquiry, main purpose of this study determined as finding such a brief way to
not recapitulate literature’s contradictory arguments but state a simple level
of interpretation in order to make revaluation of Kadro Movement. This thesis
suggests that Kadro Movement should be remantioned in accordance with its
struggle with dominant classes in the context which strictly tied by their
political articulations and ekonomic reorganizational model. Also this thesis
aimed to avoid repeading main arguments of the literature on the Kadro
Movement that structured directly in tied with scholars political positions
such as socialist critics of the Kadro Movement in ideological sense and
nationalist affirmation of the Kadro Movement in terms of developmentalism,
industrialism and Kemalism. Also this thesis work not to take any notice of
democratisation literature and anti-elitist arguments. Briefly this thesis aimed
to reveal objective political pratice of the Kadro Movement.

After we start to analyze Kadro Movement and its rising up in a specific
economic and political conjuncture, it should be remembered that here is a
wide-range of literature exist about it which from one-or-two paged journals
till contentfull monographies that reviewed and adjudicated about Kadro’s
specific importance in the Turkish political history.Some of these studies,
concern the Kadro Movement as a “civil opposition movement”, a “patriotic-
leftist development proposal”, a “propaganda of corporatist-fascist political

plan”, the “ first Kemalist emplacement”, an “original interpretation
1



of Sultan -Galief’s political vision”, an “opening move of Etatist period in
Turkey”, an “original and autochthon movement”, a “leftist-Kemalist

interpretation of Turkish revolution”, and etc.

It is important to state that, contradicitons in Kadro Movement literature stand
of two main pillar. The first approach suggested to analyze the Kadro
Movement by assuming a clear identification with Kemalist “etatism” policy
and mentining the Kadro Movement as a agent —also promoter- of Kemalism.
This approach can not explain why Kadro journal forced to close by Kemalist
leadership if the former two was identified as such. The second, critical
approach on Kadro Movement have a tendency to evaluate it as a ideological
apparatus of a bourgeoisie that dissert an ideology to convince unrest masses
after the world economical crises after 1929. However stand point of this
literature is objectively valid in general sense, and in term of Marxist analysis,
it fails to notice stuggles of Kadro Movement between the agents of
bourgeoisie in media organs such as gazete of Milliyet.

In general sense, these analyses on the Kadro Movement have some common
and different points obviously, but these commonalities and differences are
not basicly a simple reading contradistinctions, beyond this, | think, these
commentaries on Kadro Movement considerably effected by actual problems
of Turkish political life, and by so, these commentaries prolifed in accordance
with the pressure of actual political points of departures. However, the
problem of actualite which gives specific features of commentarisation can
not be ignored in the interpretive-hermeneutic sciences, these commentaries
should stand on simply rigid and reliable historical datain accordance with

wide contextual and syncronical interpretations.

In the scope of this study, primary and secondary sources was used to
restructure the political and economical project of the Kadro Movement. All

issues of the Kadro journal reviewed. In this manner, early and late writtings



of Kadro group was scanned. Also literature on Turkish economical and
political history reviewed. In accordance with review of issues of Kadro
journal and Turkich political history, this thesis rewrite a periodisation of
Kadro Movement considering its political practice which determined by

political and economical advances.

1.1. The Periodization of The Kadro Movement: Political Advances and

Economical Reorganization

Three main sections are examined in the interpretation of Kadro movement.
The last two volumes of the journal (November 1934, December 1934-
January 1934 mutual volume) are excluded as shutdown of the journal was

known as the journal started self-justification.

The first section includes the period between the first volume of Kadro journal
(January 1932) and the period when Celal Bayar took the office as the
Minister of Economy (September 1932). The characteristic of this period is
the fact that it mentions the the main arguments of the journal under the term
of “Turkish Revolution” and its attempts to infuse the necessity of etatism
with general and rather abstract propositions. In this section it can be said that
Kadro acts more like an ideological journal. Another significant point is the
fact that the journal pursues the economical course of events around the world
and the prediction of a global economic crisis. In this period the debut of
Kadro was welcomed warmly in the media. In this period it is clear that Kadro
does not get involved in critical polemics. When the Industry Committee from
the Soviet Union started the examinations in Turkey, Kadro started
simultaneously to handle the topics having class context such as planning,
nationalization. To sum up, Kadro movement’s political activity in this period
coulde be described as ‘prudent’ (Yildiz, 2011: 112).



The second section starts with the period when Celal Bayar took office as the
Minister of Economy (September 1932) and ends before the article of Ismet
Inénii written to Kadro journal to explain the etatism politics (July 1933). In
this section the Kadro journal which attempted to explain temperately the
importance of the etatism politics encountered with a media opposition in the
first months (Ahmet Agaoglu polemics) and involved in the Ismet indnii-
Celal Bayar conflict. In this period, the journal treats many subjects from the
reorganization of the Ministry of Economy to the problematization of the
profits of the private enterprices. Besides it was involved in the subject of
current politics such as the closure of Dariilfiinun and the organization of
youth. In this period the focal point of Kadro journal on the international
scope changed from the deepening global economic crisis to the rising of
fascist regimes in Europe. This period stated above must be considered the
first active stage of the political struggle of Kadro journal.

The last section starts when Dr. Resit Galip, an ally of Kadro journal, was
discharged (July 1933), ends in November 1934 when the decision of closure
was reported to the journal. This section is the period when Kadro journal
mentioned its most radical opinions. In the scope of Turkey, during the time
when global economic crisis was diminishing and the war industry was rising;
the Turkish bourgeoisie was also acquiring its dominant position and
overcoming the hegemony crisis. In this period Kadro journal was
radicalizing its ideas on the nationalization and cooperative binding in
agriculture, changing the focus from world economics to the proletarians in
Turkey and dealing with the polemics against itself. The significance of this
section is the condensing of the struggle because of the shift of Kadro journal

in its discourses and the discharging process of the journal.



1.2. Literature Review

Kadro is one of the journals which are most studied in the recent history of
Turkey, became within the field of interest of many academic disciplines
andmost commented on directly or because of its writers or various articles.
The works and articles directly written about Kadro journal constitute a
notable and significant literature; in addition to this it is possible to find
numerous comments or evaluations on Kadro journal in many academical
researches in the fields of economic history, political science or political
history disciplines concerning recent history of Turkey. Examining all these
evaluations thoroughly exceeds the focus and scope of our thesis of course.
Therefore, in this section, we will review shortly the written works which we
examined and considered significant for the literature but excluded in terms

of presentation.

The literature on Kadro journal can be examined generally in three main
categories. These will be classified as the literature of literary history and
evaluations written about Kadro journal, the literature analyzing the Kadro
journal under the discipline of political history and the literature analyzing
the Kadro journal under the discipline of economic history. Categorization in
question is segmented to various subheadings according to different point of
views and focal points. As the occasion arises, difference of opinions will be
stated.

Firstly, the Turkish literary history and literature of comparative literature
disciplines ought to be shortly browsed. Although we generally excluded this
field from our thesis study, in this section we will shortly review the writings
in the field of literature. The literature in which Kadro journal is examined
with an incisive approach to the language and culture problems in literary
history is rather limited. Published articles of Gozaydin (1978) and Uslu
(2012) about the language and literature perception of Kadro journal and its

historical importance may be examples of outstanding works of this literature.
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Secondly, the studies in the field of literature surveyed the discussions about
the “revolution literature” in 1930’s of Kadro journal. The “canon problem”
in Turkish literature which was brought forward by Murat Belge was
developed by different researchers afterwards, Cikla (2007), Baki (2010),
Anar (2013). In this field, the link between Yakup Karaosmanoglu’s literary
works and his personality with literature canon became a subject of interest.
Also, the book list named as “literature canon” and published in the fifth
volume of the journal dating April 1932 was mentioned in the discussions
about the literature canon in Turkey. On the other hand, the novels of Yakup
Kadri Karaosmanoglu and the surveys on the relation of these novels with the
intellectual and political circumstances of the early republic era have a certain
point in literature. In this regard, the publishing course of Kadro journal was
also in the field of interest of researchers. The works of Yilmaz (2008) and
Karatas & Y1ldiz (2010) may be cited as an example to the literature analyzing
comparatively Yakup Kadri Karaosmanoglu’s novels and the understanding
of Kadro. Additionally, the fact that Sevket Siireyya Aydemir, another Kadro
writer, created works of literature is a topic in researches about literary
history. In this field the articles of Ugurcan (2013) and Aslan&Bilir (2014)
must be stated in the field of reviews Sevket Siireyya Aydemir’s novels. The
significance of these articles roots in their ability to make the different

episodes of Aydemir’s ideas and the integrity of his works visible.

Secondly, we will take a glance at the political history literature about Kadro
movement. Kadro movement is examined under a few different sections in
political history literature. In Turkey there is a wide literature on Kadro
movement under the discipline of political intellectual history. The main
literary works of this literature similarly focus on the left-wing past of Kadro

and there is a persistence between the thoughts they represented in 1920’°s and



the thoughts they expressed in Kadro journal. Ulken (1992), Harris (2002)
and Tungay (1978: 1992) might be the principle examples of these works.

Although the work of Ulken (1992) handles the Kadro movement in general
intellectual history and does not state the Kadroism widely, the fact that it
approaches the actions of the Kadro journal’s writers during Aydinlik Circle
and its emphasis on the persistence is significant. As a result, his work is
classified in this group.

It is possible to add two names who supposedly wrote supposedly using the
police archives to the list; Tevetoglu (1967) and Sayilgan (1972).
Darendelioglu (1961) must also be added to these two writers. The intellectual
efforts of these two names seeming unproblematic in the terms of the access
to the materials of the archives, seems rather problematic about interpreting
these materials. It is also possible to encounter another literature analyzing
the Kadro movement in the field of critical intellectual history which is appear
under the discipline of political intellectual history. The primary works to
mention in this literature are Eligin (1970), Kayal1 (1990 and 2003) and
Kiictik (1985, 1987a, 1987b, 1988, 1989, 2004). In the works of Kiigiik, the
exact emphasis is on the critics of the Communist movement of 1920’s as
well as a certain persistence problem about the first period of the Kadroists is
examined. Besides, Kadro movement is presented as an intellectual system
fictionalized as an ideological illusion by the Kemalists against the rising
labor movement. The critics on the writers of Kadro journal are formed in two
main axis; “apostasy” and “serving the system”. In the works of Kayali, in
addition to the arguments about “serving the regime” or “apostasy” (2013:
81), the argument indicating that the etatism of Kadro journal is presented as
a general system beyond the CHP politics (1990: 16-17) brings a new
comprehension to the literature and we also adopt this argument. On the other
hand, the work of Elicin generally summarizes the dissertations of Kadroists

and criticizes these dissertations with regard to the assignations of
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“voluntarism” (1970: 53) and “ignoring the bourgeois characteristic of the

regime” (1970: 59) in an attempt to mention the YON movement.

Finally, when we take a glance at the recent literature, the works of Yildiz
(2011) and Giirpinar (2013) are also worth referring. The work of Yildiz
(2011), even though it is not specific to Kadro journal, adds a great deal of
new information to the literature about the intellectual history of Burhan Asaf
Belge who is an important Kadroist. None the less, it can be seen that he
couldn’t overcome the prejudices which state that Kadro journal produced the
ideology of Kemalism and Kadroists ruptured from the communist movement
as a result of the pressures of International. On other respects, the work of
Girpinar (2013) is incapable of comprehending the historical specificity of
Kadroism as it separates Kadroism and Kemalism because he grounds his
critics on Kemalism and elitism concept as well as it generally consists of the
understanding of the significance and efficacy of the Kadro journal in the
political conjuncture (Giirpinar, 2013: 96).

Another important title of the literature that we reviewed under political
history discipline constitutes the researches about the Kadro journal in media
history of Turkey. Firstly, the processor article of Alemdar (1978) in this field
is to be mentioned. Although limited, there are recent studies on the subject.
The works of Firat (2007), Atilgan (2008) and Ertan (2010) are also worth
referring. While the data of comparative media history has great importance
for our study, the lack of a basic economical-political understanding in the
works generally rarifies interpreting the data. Finally, it is necessary to
mention the findings on the condition of media after the Alphabet Reform and
its position in the political sphere stated by Ayhan (2009) who examines the
general media history of that period. In order to better comprehend the
significance of Kadro journal in early republic period media history, the
studies of Giimiisoglu (2005), Oral (2006) and Cinar (2013) taken from the

journals published in the same period are also taken into consideration.
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It is important to note a series of works written in the disciple of political
history and constitute the reference sources of Kadro literature. These works
written in monography genre generally mention the publishing course of
Kadro journal and summaries of the ideas from a non-critical point of view.
To begin with, in this literature the works of Tekeli&Ilkin (1984) and Ertan
(1994) are to be mentioned in terms of their extent and importance. In the
article of Tekeli and ilkin (1984: 454) Kadro journal is examined with content
analysis method and the focus is the founding point of their highbrow
identities within the context of the elites of the society. The writers support
this position with a wider data in their works tagged as Tekeli&Ilkin (2003).
In this thesis study, it is defended that this work is the closest one to the

argument that Kadro movement is a political practice.

Generally, the point considered inadequate in this work is classifying the
articles in the journal chronologically and attempting a wide summary instead
of classifying them according to their political meanings and conjunctural
developments. This situation diminishes the work to a descriptive search level
with the lack of the theoretical arguments. It is necessary to reorganize the
wide historical data so that its political context would be revealed. The other
two early dated works in the literature is the article of Sezgin (1978) and the
monograpy of Bostanci (1990) about Kadro journal. In this context, it would
be necessary to mention the works of Uyar (2012: 306) who examines the
Kadro journal in the CHP fractions in 1931-1935 and Beris (2014: 122) who
analyzes it as highbrow radicalism. It is also possible to view the importance
of the article of Uyar (1997) in literature as he classifies Kadro movement in

terms of different Kemalism definitions.

One of the subtitles of the works that constitute the literature on Kadro
movement takes part in the intellectual system which is called third-worldism
or national-left. In these sources Kadro movement is analyzed under the

concepts of anti-imperialism and the ideal of development. The articles that

9



the Kadro writers composed to firstly assess themselves are considered the
earliest examples of this literature. Sevket Siireyya Aydemir’s monographies
Tek Adam (1966) and Ikinci Adam (2000, 9 Edition) in which he examines
the thoughts of the Kadro journal and his articles Lider ve Demagog (1997)
which were published in Yon journal and Cumhuriyet newspaper in 1960’s
and 1970’s set an example to this approach. Additionally, Vedat Nedim Tor’s
Yillar Boyle Gegti (1976: 125-137), Kemalizmin Drami (1980) which
compiles his articles published in various newspapers and journals shows

retrospective characteristics in which Kadroists assess themselves.

Moreover, Kadro writers mentioned the Kadro Movement in their other
works such as Suyu Arayan Adam (1959: 493), Zoraki Diplomat
(Karaosmanoglu, 1955: 22-23) and Politikada 45 Yil (Karaosmanoglu, 1968:
108-109). Along with these efforts, the fact that Dogan Avcioglu who takes
place in the literature as an analogue of Kadro movement in 1960’s, wrote
Kadro simultaneously with is also a significant detail. Avcioglu (1996: 450)
accuses the Kadroists with accepting the superiority of the state over the

people in his critics on Kadro journal.

In 1980°s one of the focal points of the discussions on reinterpreting and
assessing Kemalism is reinterpreting Kemalism. While some of the attempts
of interpretations adopt a critical attitude in regards to democratisation, the
others struggle to place Kemalism in the new political context. In the efforts
on this subject, Kadro journal is frequently referred and a series of
monographies were committed to paper. One of the early examples of the
literature in question is Kongar’s (1998) work on Turkish revolution and
theories on revolution. In this work Kongar examines Kadro journal under the
center-periphery relation. This remark actually just associates the assessments
conducted in the terms of development economy and literature of dependency
theory of 1970’s. The second most important work in this field is the
monography written by Merdan Yanardag (1988) about Kadro journal. This

10



work (the first in its field) analyzed the Kadro movement on the base of a
wide economic and political conjuncture and attempted to express the
ideological background of the journal. While this work has a very significant
place in literature, it associates the ideas in Kadro journal with Sultan Galiyef.
There is a fallacy that Sevket Siireyya and Galiyef met in flesh (1988: 179).
Ertan (1994: 297) asked about this matter to Ismail Hiisrev in an interview
dating 16 November 1991 and took a negative answer. Besides the predictions
of Yanardag (1988: 86) that Mehmet Sevki Yazman was an old TKP member
lack historical evidence. The last work written in this concept and qualified
as a source work is the monography of Mustafa Tiirkes (1999) on Kadro
journal. Although the work of Tiirkes generally manages to summarize
correctly the ideological and political position of Kadro journal; it is
incapable of expressing the specific impetus of Kadro journal which he
described as “patriotic-leftist development-strategy proposal”. The articles of
Atilgan (2009) and Kazanci (2009) has a place in the literature as sequel of
the old arguments on dialectic of critics-individuate. Finally, we should
mention the two important critical articles in the literature, Sunar (2004) and
Akar (2016) critic Kadro movement about its organizational aspects, its

feebleness in class problems and elitism.

The last subhead of the literature written on Kadro journal which can be
examined under the political history discipline is the critics of the socialist
writers on Kadro journal. In this literature the articles and assessments of Dr.
Hikmet Kivileimli certainly have the greatest importance. Firstly, Kivileiml
sees the Kadroists as renegades. He defends that Kadro journal was organized
to support the bourgeoisie ideology (2007b: 138; 2008: 81-2) and deceive the
masses in the society becoming more and more radicalized (1978: 79) and
had a fascist ideology (1936: 31) garnished with local motifs. The claims with

rather severe statements are to be taken naturally as Kadroists rooted from
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TKP and Kivileimli was in a class struggle. As there is no explicit Kadro
analysis in Kivilcimli’s works, these can only be assessed as the opinions of
an old friend from the common cause. Kerim Sadi (Ahmet Nevzat
Cerrahoglu) who was also from the same left-wing ideology published a
booklet (1934) about critics on Kadroist Sevket Siireyya Aydemir. Also
Nesimi (1977: 148); criticized Kadro journal from the point of originality,
that he asserted that Kadroist projects such as “classless society” is not an

original idea but it is simply a socialist idea.

In “Why Did Benerci Killed Himself?” (first published in 1932) of Nazim
Hikmet who was an old friend of the Kadroists from the same ideology, there
are direct critics on the Kadroist Sevket Siireyya (Ran, 2015: 75), also Sevket
Siireyya mentioned that “Benerci” was himself (Goktiirk, 1977: 152). The
fact that Kadro journal is criticized by socialist writers was going to start again
after a generation. Although there is not a wide literature on this field, Taner
Timur’s “Turkish Revolution and After” published in 1971 must be stated.
Timur (2013: 184) repeats the traditional argument of left-wing and mentions
that the Kadroists are middle-class highbrows serving Mustafa Kemal. It is
useful to state that Metin Culhaoglu who is also from the tradition of TKP,
has comments on Kadro journal (2007. 433) and an article that he wrote on
Sevket Siireyya Aydemir (1998: 92-107).

In the third part, it will be shortly stated the literature which studies the Kadro
movement under the disciplines of history of economics and political
economy. Kadro journal is placed under the title of development economy in
the literature of economical history. It is examined as a part of current debates
and some writers attribute Kadro movement a determinant role in etatism
politics in order to comprehend the etatist politics in 1930°s Kazgan (2002:
60). The work of Tekeli&llkin acts according to the general left-wing
perception and examines the Kadro movement in “small bourgeois based

movements” 1982: 80) and it includes it to the Ismet Indnii sphere in the
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conflict between two government groups who has adverse interpretations of
etatism (1982: 81).

On the other hand, Boratav (2006: 215) claim that there are significant
differences in opinion between Kadroists and the formal opinion of
Kemalism. In order to continue the general tendency in the literature
Kadroists are seen as the representatives of “small bourgeois radicalism”
(2006: 217-18). Trak (1985: 94) on the other hand, expresses his findings
verifying the difference between the ideas of Kadro journal and formal
Kemalist arguments; Kadroist arguments are interpreted more extremely than
the similar arguments in developmental literature. Insel (1996: 180) classifies
the Kadroists as a group who “attempt to present a doctrinal contribution to
the formal etatism conception in line with third-world socialism”. Insel (1996:

180) in a conflict with his own opinions,

characterizes the discourses that Kadroists describe as “radical etatist” as the
discourses under the influence of fascism and National Socialism. Baskaya
(1986: 121) comments that Kadro movement compelled the historical laws;
however, it ignored the pragmatic characteristic in the formation of etatism.
Another significant work as a reference source on the Kadroism in the
literature is Giilalp’s “Development Strategies and Development Ideologies”.
In this work Giiralp compares the idea of Kadro journal with the development
and dependency theories emerged in Latin America. Giilalp (1987: 88)
examines the Kadro movement in the frame of center-region model, distant
from the formal opinion and interprets it as the first idea providing a basis of
the concepts of anti-imperialist based highbrow-bureaucrat government in the
Turkish political history (1987: 89).
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CHAPTER I

2. THE EARLY PERIOD OF THE KADRO MOVEMENT: SELF-
MANIFESTATION AND IDEOLOGICAL DISSERTATION STAGE
BETWEEN JANUARY 1932- AUGUST 1932

2.1. Preliminary Considerations

For an examination of the political practice of Kadro Journal in its historical
context, one must first define the significant phases of the mentioned practice
based on the historical milestones. First of all, the course of publishing
activities of Kadro Journal is divided into four periods. The first period
includes the eight-month period between the first issue of Kadro Journal on
January 23, 1932 till the eight issue in August, 1932.

The reason of such a classification is the historical importance of the new
political phase commencing on the ninth issue in September, 1932 which
coincided with Celal Bayar replacing Mustafa Seref Bey as the Minister of
Economy (Karaosmanoglu, 1968: 120). No sooner than that mentioned
above, Esat (Sagay) Bey was replaced by Dr. Resit Galip (Karaosmanoglu,
1968: 132) in the Ministry of Education. Due to the impact of these two
personalities and the new political phase on the political strategy of Kadro

group, the second chapter will begin with the issue of September, 1932.

This period started by the most famous Kadro argument as such “constituting
an ideological content for the Kemalism” (Sismanov, 1990: 135; Tanér, 2010:
360) that burdened by Kadro group as an essential mission. In accordance
with this mission, after the opening of People’s Houses in 19 February 1932,
Kadro group demanded to be assigned in People’s Houses organization. In

this manner, Kadro journal started to discuss agricultural problems in terms
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of development and rural modernization, in fact this issues aimed to articulate
new Minister of Education, Dr. Resit Galip, who took an important role
(Ustel, 2010: 335; Agaoglu, 1969: 149) in the abolishment of the
Tiirkocaklar: and constitution of People’s Houses. Their emphasis on rural
development ornamented by “koyciiliik” emphasizes, after giving a citation
from Dr. Resit Galip’s speech at the opening ceremony of People’s Houses.
This period mentioned above, became prolifed after the Turco-Soviet
Commercial Treaty in April 1933 (Tekeli&lilkin, 1982: 222) that
industrialization and development with central planning arguments get
involved in issues. After the Prime Minister Ismet Pasha’s SSCB
(Tekeli&Ilkin, 1982: 138) and Italy journeys (Tekeli&ilkin, 1982: 142),
Kadro journal started to discuss central planning by referring Werner
Sombart’s works. After the arrival of Soviet industrial specialist committee
in Turkey, more avangard themes such as nationalization of the external trade
and planned industrialization Kadro journal become increase in number. In

addition to that, Kadro journal get involved directly in the actual

political state by publishing articles against the “Dariilfiinun” and its
scholars. Before this point, It can be asserted that all political advances were
developed on the behalf Kadro movement’s etatist vision. Thus, Kadro group
had not involved in any polemical debate in media and although their article
on “Ug Yiiziik Hikayesi” provoked the Recep Peker’s anger (Karaosmanoglu,
1968: 111-112), their objective position in political context could be
mentioned as a rising trend. The inflection point of this rising trend will be
mentioned as the Celal Bayar’s ‘appointment’ to the Ministry of Economy,

that will be handled in the second chapter.
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2.2. The Kadro Movement and Its Self-Definitive Dissertations

The aspect of the first eight issues of Kadro Journal that will be mentioned in
this chapter is that they deal with the premises that demonstrate their own
tendencies and the political context on the most general level, and that they
establish the basis of these through the interpretation of the political and
economic advancements in the world. On top of this basis, there will also be
sections that generally mention the role of the state concerning industry and

agriculture yet still present diligently formed solid suggestions.

The arguments on the level of general theses focus on the development of the
agricultural production technique, organization of production and the role of
the state in this new organization, as well as the production cost of the goods
in this sense and the competing ability in the world markets. Furthermore,
the matters such as the improvement of the exchange of rural goods, the way
that the surplus value is exerted, industry-agriculture relations and
agricultural organization and the qualifications of the expert staff of this
organization are included on this consideration level. As for the issue of
feudal systems and the dissolution of the said social structure, it is included
in the journal as a result of the draft of the Settlement Law dated 2 March
1932 (Ungér, 2012: 150).

On the substantial level, the production of tobacco, opium and grapes and the
state of these raw materials on the world economic conjuncture is examined
and solution suggestions are put forward accordingly. In these first issues of
the journal, in terms of quantity, agricultural issues are more prominent than
the industrial issues. However, it can be observed that following Ismet
Pasha’s trip to the Soviet Union on April 25 - May 10, 1932, the number of
the articles about industry increase and their quality become more avant-

garde.
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In the first eight issues of Kadro Journal, a significant proportion of the
content is dedicated to polemics as is the case for the following issues. As
much as the intellectual criticism on the general level, individual people and
works become the subject matter in quite a selective-strategic way, as well.
The Journal with its tough and interesting tone on the polemic levels keeps

people constantly interest and conducts political activities.

In this chapter, the self-image of the journal and the mission that it undertakes
will be handled. The journal sets certain tasks to which it feels obliged, above
all of which was “theorising the revolution” and “nurturing the enthusiasm of
revolution”. It would assume those tasks for the Turkish Revolution. First,
one must look at the context in which Kadro Journal situates itself. The
journal deals with the phase of the Turkish Revolution based on an economic

context;

(...) the elimination of notions such as capitulations — General Debt
Administration-, exclusion from custom duties in the Turkish soils
are not less important or significant than the abolishment of
Sultanate, Ottoman code of civil law, fez and Arabic alphabet from
the Turkish society. Without prejudice to the importance of the latter,
it can even be argued that the significance and extent of the former
is broader. The repeal of capitulations, the abolishment of the
general debt administration and the recovering the sovereignty of
customs are the victory for the battle between foreign states
concerning the new Turkish state. *

Thus, Kadro Journal prioritizes the economic context over the superstructure
reforms that will form the factual basis of Kemalist principles. This proves
that the journal has a quality with specific aims which go beyond a simple
ideology journal. In the rest of the paragraph, Vedat Nedim enlists the tasks

for the Turkish Revolution as follows;

1 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Iktisadiyatlndan Millet Iktisadiyatlna”in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
1, January 1932, p. 8.
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In this case, the realization of the economic principles of our revolution
naturally provoked a confrontation with our foreign enemies. As for the
realization of the social principles of our revolution, they caused a clash
with our domestic enemies. Therefore, we need to be cautious and fierce
against interior obscurantism in order to sustain and deepen the political
victories, as such as we need to be armed, prepared and hyper vigilant
against foreign obscurantism in order to have fruitful results from
economic victories.?

We shall look further into the internal and external enemy concept of Vedat
Nedim in the following pages. The insistence of the journal to include the
Turkish Revolution in such an antagonism comes as a common space where
it establishes its attempt to both connect with the administrative staff and to
form a mission for itself. As we will elaborate belowsegments, since it brings
along the logic of historical obligation this perception that is based on the
international conflicts will be considered dangerous by the dominant classes
that are aware of the specific interests. Kadro Journal identified the internal

enemy based on these conflicts and set off to create polemics.

The identification of the foreign enemy can be observed in the texts where
Turkey and world economy were connected. For instance, Vedat Nedim states
that; “We heard the distinct tone of foreign obscurantism in the presentation
of the president of the administrative assembly concerning Turkey at the
general assembly session of the Ottoman Bank gathered in London!”3 The
head article of the seventh issue is dedicated to the identification of the foreign
enemy and the determination of the path to fight it:

2 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke iktisadiyatindan Millet Iktisadiyatina”in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
1, January 1932, p. 8.
3 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Iktisadiyatlndan Millet Iktisadiyatlna”in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
1, January 1932, p. 8.
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They take notice of the secret of the exploitation mechanism of the
western colonial civilizations in its liberal and individual economic
order. Hence, the nation begins the narrative of its epic journey of
itseconomic struggle and independence through accepting the control
of the statist economy which always with a single enforcement and a
single opinion manages and dispatches in compliance with the
advanced interests of the nation, and through taking the decision to
leave the semi-colonial influence to switch to the contemporary national
economy which is for raw materials, industry and domestic capital, in
its confrontations with the said system.*

Sevket Siireyya, in his article which consisted of excerpts from his article in
the eight issue of the journal dated August, 1932 and quotations from “/nkilap
ve Kadro” (Revolution and Kadro) booklet published on the same month,
summarizes the principles of the financial operation that will be conducted
against the external enemy. The interesting element in this article is the focus
on need for an active position for the economic endeavor simultaneously with
the Soviet Industry Assembly which came to Turkey on August 12, 1932 and
spent two months for research and study. Thus, it can be argued that the
publishing of Inkilap ve Kadro booklet in the same month goes beyond a mere
coincidence. As it will be discussed further in the following sections, this
active position proposition and the detection of the requirement of a “avant-

garde Kadro” correspond to each other.

In his aforementioned article, Sevket Siireyya deals with the issue of taking

an active position as follows:

Because of their historical characteristics, national independence
movements are not negative and reactionary attempts that aim to disrupt
the economic union of the world and to cause regression of the elements
of world economy by trapping them into their own small shells. (...)
this autarchy, (...) these states’ perpetual self-exclusion from the rest of

4 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 7, July 1932, p.3.

19



the world does not mean their divergence from international economic
affairs. On the contrary, the course of the national independence actions
aims that the national economic devices of the colonized and semi-
colonized states along with states that are economic subjects participate
in the international goods exchange as new economic units that are
improved as much as possible and thus, form a more rational world
union.®

As a result, Sevket Siireyya reflects on the general traits and mission of the
national independence movement to which Kadro Movement acts as a

representative, as follows:

A national independence movement is not particularly political or
particularly legal. This movement is an act of ‘rebirth and re-
foundation’ which includes the financial and political independence of
the nation, a state system depending on this independence and all the
ideological elements of this system.®

The connection dimension of the foundation phenomenon, which is reformed
with the outside world, will be discussed in the following parts of the study.
In the quotation above, the emphasis on the phrase “including all the
ideological elements of the new state system” can be observed. In order to
politically interpret this phrase, another quotation from a different source is
required. In the head article of the fourth issue of Kadro Journal there is a
premise of this phrase from an earlier date. In the article it is stated that “(...)

the ideology of a society is the explanation and expression of technical and

5 Sevket Siireyya. “Milli Kurtulus Hareketlerinin Ana Prensipleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
8, August 1932, pp. 6-7.
® Sevket Siireyya. “Milli Kurtulus Hareketlerinin Ana Prensipleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:

8, August 1932, p. 10.
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social conditions under which that society exists according to certain

principles and within the developmental course thereof.”’

In this statement the important aspect is that ideology would be conducted in
a way that technical and social conditions can develop consistently.
Therefore, a certain combination of ideology and practice must be underlined.
Because the matter here is a vision for the future and not a simple reflection
of the basic daily needs. Thus, it can be deduced that Kadro Journal
costituting the ideology of revolution yet it also includes the practical
suggestions for new things to be done. Hence, the ideological focal point of
Kadro Journal must be determined: the analysis of the already present
material followed by forming their ideology is not the case at all. The
ideology in question is of the things to be done in the future and the point to
which the system is hoped to reach. This situation obliges Kadro Journal to
handle its actions as political practices on their own. Even in the head article
of the first issue this opinion is clearly expressed:

The will and interest of the revolution are submitted to the few yet
conscious avant-garde who feel and carry out the revolution and the will
of the minority yet advanced Kadro. This group builds its awareness
around the principles that are deducted from the reality of revolution
and are shaped and theorized as it’s explained in accordance with its
course. The deepening of the revolution means, above all, the transfer
from advanced Kadro these principles and the revolution ethics and
discipline as an expression of the former to the younger generations,
urban population and peasants and their consequent adoption by the
said people.®

In another paragraph touching upon the course of national independence
movements, it can be seen that the political practice becomes such a fierce

" Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 4, April 1932, p.4.
8 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 1, July 1932, p.3.
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obligation since it seeks to rectify the present classes. In the said text,

concerning the colonized and semi-colonized states, it’s argued as follows:

In these states as well, the remnants of the medieval classes persist as
debris while in the capitalist societies they continue to exist as germs.
However, as long as the national independence movements pursue a
development path in accordance with their own objective qualities and
course, said debris is bound to be rectified on its own while the germs
vanish by themselves.®

2.3. The Kadro Movement on Class Structure and Social Formation

In this context, the issue of classes must be brought up. In the second issue of
Kadro Journal following the references to the class relations and the form that
they will take in the future. Particularly concerning the first eight issues, it
can be argued that critical evaluations which point out the exceptions and are
quite mild till the Soviet Union trip of ismet Pasha, become a broader and
more consistent opposition after the trip. The first criticism in the Journal is
directed against the small scale trading and artisan of classes which became
relatively defenseless and anemic facing the world economic conjuncture.
Vedat Nedim directs his criticism against the group of people whom he

describes as follows:

(...) an artisan coterie who constantly desires more patronage and
products which can barely compete against the exported goods with
added customs duties and possesses all the defects of the obsolete and
primitive technique both on production, and administration and sale
fields. In the trade field: the small scale trader mentality which keeps
regressing facing the foreign competition is against every modern trade
method and supports every prohibition. 0

% Sevket Siireyya. “Milli Kurtulus Hareketlerinin Ana Prensipleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
8, August 1932, p. 9.
10 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Tktisadiyatindan Millet iktisadiyatina” in Kadro, Vol. I,
Issue: 2, February 1932, p.14.
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He explains that these groups do not have the chance of surviving in the

following words:

If we cannot conduct our own national economy in the circulation of
goods because of the material of goods that cannot keep up with the
competition conditions and the primitive technique, we must endure
being a subordinated and underdeveloped economy forever. Especially
during the circulation of goods: since during this circulation, each
country would want to exchange its national goods with the best yet the
cheapest goods. Only the best organized states could be involved in this
exchange. And it would no longer be the individuals yet the
organizations which face each other.!

The cautious tone of the assessments above is interrupted by a comment that
eliminates exceptions with intentions of avoiding directly or entirely
contradicting a group of the society. Vedat Nedim expresses this tactical
retreat as follows; “I mean no offense to anyone. There might and will be
exceptions. (...) There are obviously no deliberate malice causing this

situation. Objective events had led to these consequences.”*?

Three months after the said retreat of VVedat Nedim, after the Soviet Union
trip of Ismet Pasha, he will change tactics from retreating position to forward
action position and he will begin to direct harsh criticism against the
commercial bourgeoisie by openly naming names as well. This clear act of

opposition occurs in the form the following words on the general level:

The last fortress of liberalism in the trade world has collapsed. (...) The
creature called trader is now standing like a lion trapped in a cage;
hanging behind the caution bars built around it and longs for the

11 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Tktisadiyatindan Millet Iktisadiyatina” in Kadro, Vol. I,
Issue: 2, February 1932, p.14.
12 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Tktisadiyatindan Millet iktisadiyatina” in Kadro, Vol. I,

Issue: 2, February 1932, p.14.
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freedom of the past. It is certain that the lion behind iron bars shall never
see the horizons of the desert. Yet the representatives of the free trade
still hope for the revival of the past.’3

Vedat Nedim continues with the same opposition in his criticism specific to

Turkey and targets the bourgeoisie fraction in charge of the foreign trade;

The exporting traders in Turkey are the most irresponsible and
privileged in the world! There is no one like anywhere else. They act
as if they do not have to answer to any authority. Yet the reputation and
honor of the export commodity and the faith of the balance of our trade
is left on their hands. Isn’t it a bit bizarre that in a country where even
the President is bound by certain responsibilities, the exportation traders
do as they wish without a care?*

The Journal attempts to dwell on the question of the said class conflicts, which
it bases on the international economic and political conjuncture, within the
context of its other aspect in the domestic politics and nationalism rhetoric.
The individual legitimization of the class interests is questioned on a
nationalist basis. In one of his articles Sevket Siireyya clearly explains the

situation as follows;

(...) there can be no compradorism in the national struggle. This cause
cannot be achieved through passive combinations, going through the
motions politically, or street or diplomacy demonstrations. The
national independence can only be acquired through an independence
war. (...) National independence movements aim for the independence
of the nation as a whole nation. In order not only to gain the
independence but also to guard and sustain it, this cause cannot contain
any principles favoring individuals, coteries or classes, which can harm
the unity of the nation. °

18 Vedat Nedim. “Degisen Cihan Miinasebetleri iginde Tiirkiye” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 5,
May 1932, p. 13.

14 Vedat Nedim. “Degisen Cihan Miinasebetleri iginde Tiirkiye” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 5,
May 1932, p. 17.
15 Sevket Siireyya. “Milli Kurtulus Hareketlerinin Ana Prensipleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
8, August 1932, p. 11.
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Also in the Kadro Journal article of Burhan Asaf’s article dated July 1932,
with reference to the disputes in the assembly, the dichotomy of personal gain
and public interest are attempted to overcome in favor of the latter taking the
national struggle into consideration. In the article Burhan Asaf defends this
position as follows;

In the national assembly of Turkey, which leads the national struggle,
people raise their voices as follows: In a situation where public interests
are of concern, we do not recognize such a thing as the right of personal
gain! Considering what it entails for Turkey to reach the level of a truly
machinated civilization with an advanced technique, one can estimate
the importance paid to the right of personal gain compared to the public
interests, 16

There are three points where all these arguments focalize; first concerns the
premise that Turkish Society is without class struggle; second is the role and
importance of the state in this social formation; third is the inevitable faith of
the opponents of this new social order. First, let’s take a look at how the
matter of prevention of the development of class struggle appear in this
section of Kadro Journal: in the head article of the seventh issue, the following
initial assessments concerning the new social formation are presented; “(...)
The Turkish Nation, who rejects the class cause by preventing the creation of
classes in the first place, lays the foundations of an advanced social order with
these actions.”!’. Secondly, one must examine the role of the state in the
process of the foundation and reproduction of this social order; In the words
of Burhan Asaf;

Since Turkish Nation began its revolution with a society that did not
form classes, it shall decline the creation of classes and will take
measures to make such a creation impossible and complicate and

16 Burhan Asaf. “Makine Medeniyeti” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 7, July 1932, p. 30.
17 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 7, July 1932, p.4.
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deepend these measures even further by the day. The assignment of the
larger production tools to the state, which can be considered the
acceptance for an advanced and devised etatism, is a result of this
previous statement.8

Finally, we shall present a quote concerning the opponents of this new order;
“There might be those who fail to see how this works. Even condemning them
is a waste of breath. Those who always face the enthusiastic and joyful
atmosphere of our complicated and deepened revolution as alien and useless
elements will be eliminated like crumbs or foam from the will of the nation
which is in the process of being created, because those are the elements
belonging to the debris of the community that we abandoned and moved away
from.”*® This consideration can be often found in the polemics with the

Ottoman University professors and various intellectuals in Kadro Journal.

2.4. The Kadro Movement on Planned Economy and The Type of State

One of the most important elements of a new social formation -or it can even
be argued that it is the most important without any exceptions- is the state
apperatus. The method of how the state apperatus will be restructured and
how it will be made functional again in the context of the Kadro project is
discussed at length in numerous ways in general, concretely and in the way

that it is settled through polemics. The function of the state device gains

18 Burhan Asaf. “Fasizm ve Tiirk Milli Kurtulus Hareketi” in Kadro, Vol. 1, Issue: 8,
August 1932, p. 38.
19 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 7, July 1932, p.4.
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importance in terms of planned industrialization and planned organization of
the agricultural production. First, one must find out how the new roles that
the state will assume will be categorically made possible in Kadro Journal.
The already existing roles of the state are enlisted as follows by Vedat Nedim

in his article concerning the matter;

The task of defense of the country against enemies is on the state level.
(...) Thus, during the task of defense of the country the regulating and
ruling role of the state is an axiom without a discussion. The regulation
of the legal matters is also on the state level. (...) no one can think of
an order where individuals are left to solve their own legal disputes.
Education activities are on the state level, as well. (...) One can only
scoff at the thought of each individual educating themselves; opening
schools at their own will and enforce the curriculum that they wish.?°

Since the terms and ruler used in the paragraph above would be repeated later
in terms of the economic role of the state, the analogy of the chain of
command in the army is crucial as the terms of “defense economy” and
“general staff of finance” would be connected to this perception. Another
important term used here is the “on the state level”. This term is pronounced
as an active and actionist term that does not simply refer to the
implementation of certain functions by the state, but the monopolization or
the take-over by the state. By making it seem as if the individual activities
conflict with this position, it reaches the Archimedes point of the transition to
etatism. In an article by Vedat Nedim, it is stated that;

(...) if the plan notion does not expand through the financial life, it will

take a halt. Our current financial struggle, much like a military
mobilization, requires the dispatching and managing of all material and

2 Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Iktisadiyatindan Millet iktisadiyatina” in Kadro, Vol. I,
Issue: 2, February 1932, p. 10.
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moral strength and abilities of the nation under a certain plan and
preparation.?

This point marks the occupation by the state of all grand scale business lines
and state having an autonomous right of decision regarding all economic
activities. Since the realization of this idea within the daily class conjuncture
seems impossible, Kadro Journal publishes articles discussing this idea as
well as articles which will notdistress the small scale bourgeois and peasantry
by guaranteeing the safety of their small property. For example, in Vedat
Nedim’s review of Die Zukunft des Kapitalismus by Werner Sombart there

is a large scale planned finance definition with the words of Sombart;

“Sombeart establishes the fundamental qualities of the planned finance
as follows: The first quality of the planned finance is receptiveness
(Umfassenheit) and integrity (Totalitaeet). Hence, the plan must receive
all the segments of financial life and integrate them within itself.”??

As a response to this article, Sevket Siireyya, puts forward a plan definition
that will not distress the small property owners and, bases his definition on
the work of Sombart, as well. Sevket Siireyya paraphrases the planning

argument of Sombart as so;

“Planned finance system can only be a finance system of the nation. Yet
this system, does not integrate all the financial elements and the entirety
of the financial activities. He sees no point in national finance plan to
include the small industry which brought no benefits as a result of its
being regulated within the national financial system, individual
agriculture initiatives, disorderly tradesmen and manufacturers, and
even broader trade and industry initiatives which did not contradict the

21 Vedat Nedim. “ Nicin ve Nasil Sanayilesmemiz Lazim?” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June
1932, p. 18.

22 Vedat Nedim. “(Kadro)yu teyit eden bir eser: Die Zukunft des Kapitalismus. Werner
Sombart” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 5, May 1932, p. 37.
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course of national finance. Therefore, within a planned finance regime
self-conducted countryside trade and handicraftsman can freely exist
alongside the large scale production and exchange branches included in
the plan. %

Kadro Journal repeats an opinion parallel to its own like TKP’s as a
paraphrase of Sombart; the emphasis is the manifestation of the class question
that will be a matter of alliance in order to realize the planned community
order. Not causing distress to the small scale industry, agricultural initiatives
at retail, disorderly tradesman, and small scale bourgeoisie, i.e., the
manufacturer and their integration to the system as they are, becomes more
of an important issue. In its later articles, it will be observed that Kadro
attributes an organizing role to the state concerning the group listed above. It
IS intriguing yet again that there is another reference to Sombart in this
statement. Kadro Journal often makes references to foreign authors in order
to legitimize the opinions defended in the journal. Sombart seems to have
another important merit apart from setting a worldwide example about
planning: His finance book is a part of the literature of courses of Sevket
Siireyya and Ismail Hiisrev in KUVT and he is an academic who is considered

to be an authority even for Soviet planning (Ertan; 1994: 297).

In another planning related article published three issues after the one above,
Vedat Nedim repeats the arguments of Sombart and broadens the activity

field of etatism;

Etatism is an integrity which tolerates no disintegration. Semi-etatism
might be more hazardous than liberalism. Those who complain about
the state intervention in the financial affairs, desire to incriminate the
state. In which field of finance do we witness the full activity of etatism,

2 Sevket Siireyya. “Plan methumu Hakkinda” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 5, May 1932, p. 9.
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anyway? Thus, the endless disorder in both agricultural and industrial
fields must be taken under control effective immediately.?*

The expansion of the scope of etatism encompasses the concrete
determination of industrial and agricultural production branches which enter
its field of activity and nationalization of credit and foreign trade fields. This
will be further elaborated in the following section of this paper. Vedat Nedim

expresses these matters as follows;

Since the national economy is a whole, it is not possible that only the
industrial part of it is integrated while the rest is left unattended. The
industry issue is also a raw material issue. For instance, in our country
the development of cotton industry is dependent on the development of
cotton production. Wool textile industry and leather industry are closely
related to the livestock conditions. That’s why, the industry policies
have to be based on a raw material policy. The industry plan will
naturally necessitate an agricultural plan.?

In addition,

We are in need of a regulatory policy in the field of credits and the
centralized control of them regardless of their sources. Maybe not the
centralized credit but the initial centralized control must be the principle
of our policy.?®

As it can be clearly deduced from this quotation, Vedat Nedim, attempts to

create a position for etatism in the field of credits as well.

24 Vedat Nedim. “Mefhum Teskilat1 Degil Madde Teskilat:” in Kadro, Vol. 1, Issue: 8,
August 1932, p. 16.

% Vedat Nedim. “Nigin ve Nasil Sanayilesmemiz Lazim?” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June
1932, p. 18.

% Vedat Nedim. “Mefhum Teskilat1 Degil Madde Teskilat:” in Kadro, Vol. 1, Issue: 8,
August 1932, p. 16.
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2.5. The Kadro Movement on Industrilization

The first important attempt of Kadro Journal related to industrialization
appears on the third issue of the journal dated March, 1932 when Dr. Resit
Galip -Agaoglu called him as “Our Saint Juste” (1969: 141)- re-emerges as
an important political figure and makes a speech in the inauguration of the
People’s Houses (Halkevleri). The important role that Dr. Resit Galip
undertook concerning the dissolution of the Tiirk Ocaklar: (Turkish Hearts),
his political responsibility in the transition of the Ottoman University
(Darulfiinun) into Istanbul University and his participation in Halka Dogru
(Towards the People) and peasantist movements, made him an ally for
Kadroist group (Eligin, 364). The common work of Sevket Siireyya and
Ismail Hiisrev with Dr. Resit Galip is also worth mentioning (Aydemir,

2000b: 377-378) in this context.

There are two arguments that Kadro conjointly develops so on to rise the issue
of industrialization as a headline in the political agenda. The first of those
arguments is that the industry in the metropolitan capitalist countries
dissolved due to the worldwide economic crisis became dysfunctional, and
that it can therefore be imported and managed if done quickly. Another side
argument that supports the previous is that the conjuncture is on its most
convenient state. The second argument claims that the current relations of
production and classes can never manage the industrialization. This argument
is followed by the criticism of the liberalism of the 1920s and the failure of
classes at the same time period. Again, the production and capital structures
of the existing classes along with their logic of entrepreneurship are

associated with the second argument.

The first argument can be found in Vedat Nedim’s article in the third issue of

the journal,
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In summary, the capital and means of production in industrialized large
countries seek safe and hidden markets to emigrate or take refuge in
while denying their nationalities. These low-technique markets
surrounded by independent customs walls, yet offer high rent for
advanced technique, can only be the new states which are in the course
their national independence movement.?’

In the rest of the article, Vedat Nedim asserts his comment on the availability

of the conjuncture and how to benefit from it;

Without any capitulations or privileges, dodging the national purpose
and combinations, the international conditions are at their most
convenient for bringing as much industrial infrastructure material as we
wish to our country, on the condition that its costs are reimbursed in an
allocated time and the management and capital rights would be directly
given to the state after the said time period.?®

The second argument can be again illustrated by an article of Vedat Nedim in
the fifth issue of the journal. Vedat Nedim states that;

(...) who is going to be the active carrier of politicS? Entrepreneurs?
Will the entrepreneurs start a structural revolution in the Turkish
economy? If we leave the management of this grand affair to
entrepreneurs, we will have to consent to waiting for the painstakingly
slow improvement of the small-scale tradesmen who lack advanced
technique and expertise or the exploitation of our domestic market by
non-national actors. Of course we do not intend to wait for long years
or to be exploited.?®

In suite of this argument, Ismail Hiisrev brings up a further discussion
regarding the faith of the small scale manufacturer. It can be seen that these
avant-garde theses are based on the opportunity of buying production tools in

exchange of property, which is adopted following the Turkish-Russian Trade

2"Vedat Nedim. “Tabiata Tehakkiim” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June 1932, p. 23.

2\/edat Nedim. “Tabiata Tehakkiim” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June 1932, p. 24.

2Vedat Nedim. “Degisen Cihan Miinasebetleri i¢inde Tiirkiye” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 5,
May 1932, p. 15.
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agreement, and that the plan perception is extended towards small scale

production based on this opportunity. According to Hiisrev;

What can be the role of manufacture in the national independence
movements which aim to establish a modern and large technology,
make sure that the national economy is planned thoroughly and create
non-contradictory social relations on this large and modern technology?
Manufacture is the legacy of the medieval and traditional production
style whereas the modern society replaces the traditional production
style with the rational production technology. Two positions against
manufacture can be observed based on these differences:

1-  Either the manufacture along with the small scale tradesmen
organizations (cooperatives etc.) is adapted to the rational rules of the
modern economy order,

2-  Or the existence of the middle age customs is rectified by a
revolutionary movement which would establish a large scale

modern technology. This dissolution would mean the end of the
middlemen [classes] who benefit from the assets created by
manufacture and real estate industry.*

Lastly, let’s take a look at Kadro Journal’s views on the industrialization steps
taken by the government as of June, 1932. As mentioned before, the
allegations that the journal is a simple ideology journal in the literature or that
it’s the defender of the government policies on the media are proven wrong
once again in the upcoming quotation since the Journal apparently is not as
content of the etatism actions as it seems and it demands that these actions are
developed in compliance with the Kadro group’s plan. According to Vedat
Nedim; “The industry incentive, state-mandated customs and quota policy
emerged as measures feeding the industrialization movement which started in

our country.”**Vedat Nedim continues to make an assessment as follows;

$fsmail Hiisrev. “Tiirkiye’de El Sanayii” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 5, May 1932, p. 24.
3lVedat Nedim. “Nigin ve Nasil Sanayilesmemiz Lazim?” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June

1932, p. 16.
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We must openly confess that our industry policy is completely liberal
despite all of these protective and controlling measures. Because of the
industrial incentive law, the customs borders and the recent importation
restrictions the role of the state barely mandates the individual
entrepreneurship. (...) initiatives such as the foundation of an industry
office and determination of an industry plan are the forerunners of a
new path. However, these lack the mentality that considers
entrepreneurship as a part of the national economy. (...) Both the
industry office and the industry plan are for the state budget. Private
initiatives are once again excluded from the office and the plan. (...)
Nevertheless, it is evident that we need a general industry plan, which
also includes private initiatives, inorder for our national industry to
eliminate the current anarchical state and get into a steady condition. %

2.6. The Kadro Movement on Relations and Reorganization of The

Agricultural Production

In this section, the analysis of the agricultural production in the first eight
issues of Kadro Journal will be discussed. Regarding the matter, two different
argument series that advance parallel to each other can be observed; the first
deals with the general condition of the agricultural production and ways to
improve it while the second assumes a dimension oriented towards
agricultural production relations and the general state of the rural classes and
their dissolution. As expected, Kadro Journal initially approaches the
agricultural production quite cautiously. The general emphasis is put on the
amelioration of the deteriorating state of agricultural products, which became
trade meta in the world economy. In this sense, it is recommended to prevent

the increase in competition opportunities of the products. The arguments

32V edat Nedim. “Nigin ve Nasil Sanayilesmemiz Lazim?” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June

1932, p. 16-17.
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which exist in a general dimension up until this point will turn into systematic
and concrete suggestions which vary in the broad range from the distribution
affairs to properties of the agricultural production units, or from production

technique to external sales organization.

At first, let’s have a look at the arguments regarding the place of the
agricultural production regions connected to the world economy of the journal
within the world economy. In the articles featured in the journal, Turkey
losing its monopoly over the agricultural products in which it specialized and

the constant decrease in its market share is discussed as follows;

If Turkey still had the monopoly over angora wool, it definitely would
not be in this pathetic state, today. If the Aegean region were still the
only name for raisins, without California, Australia, Greece or Iran to
compete with, we would have nothing to worry about. We would not
have so many suspicions if the farming secret of tobacco was not
revealed and many countries started to produce it.>®

As a result, we see a picture of the agriculture where it loses its monopoly
over certain products and whose position in the international market

deteriorates. According to Vedat Nedim;

The production problem of the Turkish agricultural products appears
due to the natural monopolies losing their importance and traditional
agriculture being replaced by the rational and scientific agriculture.
Claiming that the problem of the day was a mere result of the crisis
would mean that the main issue is completely ignored. If the crisis did
not happen, we would still witness our regression in the world markets.
Indeed, if one studies the course of the competition struggle to which
our agricultural products were exposed in the world markets before the
crisis; they can clearly see the tendency against us.3*

3 Vedat Nedim. “Mefhum Teskilati Degil Madde Teskilati” in Kadro, Vol. |, Issue: 8, August
1932, p. 14.

%Vedat Nedim. “Mefhum Teskilat: Degil Madde Teskilat1” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 8,
August 1932, p. 14.
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Secondly, we should mention how the journal handles the condition of the

agricultural production on the international level;

When even Germany rejects a gradual evolution and stresses the need
of a vigorous implementation in order to be able to keep up with
countries that are better organized in agricultural production such as the
USA, Denmark and the Netherlands, we are appalled by day-dreaming
and delusion skills of those who believe that we can resist with
medieval agriculture, artisan mentality in trade and trade mechanism
with primitive and backward technology.®

He further continues as follows; “An economy left on its own only serves to
sustain the situation of today. In terms of agriculture: products that have a low
competing ability due to yielding the least profit with the highest cost and the

mixed stock that is always susceptible to the climate conditions.”>®

Ismail Hiisrev focuses on the organization aspect of the same issue:

(...) we cannot just lay back and expect the agriculture powers to
improve on their own. Similar to the way we want to adopt modern
technique and modern organization for our factories, we need to
immediately and at once adopt a modern technique for the agriculture
as well and create a modern organization where the modern technique
can function.®’

After dealing with the condition of agricultural production and world
agricultural products market in this manner, Kadro Journal adopts a position
for the solution of these problems in Turkey scale and tries to include the
organization necessity into the political agenda with all of its aspects. It

attempts to move its ostensibly abstract suggestions and discussions on a

%Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Tktisadiyatindan Millet Tktisadiyatina” in Kadro, Vol. I,
Issue: 2, February 1932, p. 13.

%Vedat Nedim. “Miistemleke Tktisadiyatindan Millet Tktisadiyatina” in Kadro, Vol. I,
Issue: 2, February 1932, p. 13.
$7[smail Hiisrev. “Koy Iktisadiyatinda Teknik Inkilap”, in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 2, February
1932, p. 21.
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directly objective basis. The following quotation clearly demonstrates their

serious attitude about the matter;

Debasement is an abstract concept. Credit is an abstract concept.
Releasing a product is an abstract concept. All of these abstract
concepts must be made concrete, characterized and materialized. We
cannot deal with these matters separately from the material since there
are different production conditions, debasement possibilities, separate
credit conditions, different standard and packaging methods and
different release courses for each material. We usually tend to make the
organization concept abstract and to separate it from the material.
However, production is conducted for the material. Organization is not
done for the concept. Organization for the material is a field of
specialization.®

The matter of production organization is discussed again by Vedat Nedim in

a few issues later;

Capital accumulation can be made possible through the decrease in the
cost prices on one hand and on the other hand the increase in the sale
prices, that is, the augmentation of the amount that the producer earns.
The decrease in the cost prices means that, above all, the backward
production technique is replaced by a new one. In Turkish agriculture
the advanced technique will not be established on its own but it will be
brought from top to bottom.**

Secondly, we must study the arguments regarding the condition of the rural

regions and the possible routes that they can take in the future. These series

of arguments have two main purposes; the first is the policies with the aim of

the dissolution of pre-capitalist classes in the rural regions while the second

concerns the policies about the dissolution of middleman classes in the

regions producing for the market. The uniting point of these two policies is

the construct of a production organization based on a modern technique,

which includes state involvement as well, and enabling this by keeping this

38 Vedat Nedim. “Mefhum Teskilati Degil Madde Teskilat)” in Kadro, Vol. |, Issue: 8, August
1932, p. 15.
39Vedat Nedim. “Donan Ziraat Kredilerine Kars1” in Kadro, Vol. 1, Issue: 7, July 1932, pp.

12-13.
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financing in the region where the added value is produced. ismail Hiisrev
makes serious analyses regarding the matter since the second issue of the
journal. The matter becomes crucial in quality and is seen more in the journal
after the draft law proposed to the assembly titled “Draft of Settlement Law
and the Protocol of Transitory Committee of Settlement” dated May 2, 1932
no. 1/335 (Ungér, 2012; p.150).

According to Ismail Hiisrev;

(...) The territory issue must be solved in compliance with the interests
of the national revolution by means of first establishing a social basis
for a technical revolution in the rural economy, that is to say, rectifying
the feudal system and the backward forms that constitute its
variations.*

These ideas that Ismail Hiirev puts forward as early as the second issue of the
journal are regularly handled in the journal in suite of the month of May, as
mentioned before. In the June issue of the journal, the article of Sevket
Siireyya titled “Derebeyi ve Dersim” is followed by I. and 1I. volumes of
“Tiirkiye’de Derebeylik Rejimi” articles of Ismail Hiisrev in the July and
August issues. While the articles of Ismail Hiisrev focus prominently on the
historical background of the feudal regime, the articles of Sevket Siireyya
passionately asserts the idea of dissolve the feudal system. In his article,

Sevket Siireyya states that;

The dissolve of the feudal system is a part of the natural course of
Turkish revolution. That is why; Turkish Republic contrary to the
Ottoman Empire holds an opposing position against the feudal regime
from the very start. (...) The battle of the revolution against the feudal
system is a material and moral struggle against a medieval and
uncivilized institution that threatens the sovereignty and safety of the
entire nation.*!

40 fsmail Hiisrev. “Kdy iktisadiyatinda Teknik inkilap”, in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 2, February
1932, p. 20.
4Sevket Siireyya. “Derebeyi ve Dersim” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June 1932, p. 45.
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The feudal obligation assigned to the Republic administration is established
in various ways in the journal’s pages (for example assuring the revolution,
reinforcing the national character of the state, adopting the modern technique,
increasing the tax income of the state, putting an end to the bandit activities)
in addition to arguments that are the most legitimately voiced in the context
of opening a market for the industrial production. For instance, in the

following quotation this can be observed,;

In order for rural areas and industry to become markets for each other,
the goods exchange affairs must embrace the entire rural population.
However, it must be added that if the relationship of the Turkish
producer with the industry is limited to buying export goods, then it is
not possible for rural areas to be markets to national industry or vice
versa.*2

This statement is evidently a reference to the tasks of the bourgeoisie
revolution against the feudal system. In order for the rural production to
develop, the only valid way for Kadro group is that the added value in the
countryside is systematically returned to the rural areas again by means of
investment. This issue is discussed to a large extent in the journal as can be

seen in the following excerpt;

In brief, in order to reestablish the villages, the devalued products of the
producers must be revalued for them. In order for the Turkish villages
to be prosperous, the income and value of the production must be kept
in the villages. This can be the only way of establishingthe solid basis
of the Turkish national economy and of realization of our economic
balance and the safety of state finance. Before anything else, the most
important task is afundamental change, which isbased on a framework
of planned intervention policy of the state, of the way and habit of the

%2 {smail Hiisrev. “Tiirkiye K8y iktisadiyatinda Bor¢lanma Sekilleri” in Kadro, Vol. I,
Issue: 3, March 1932, p. 31.
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rural regions becoming indebted and the conditions feeding into this
situation resulting from the obsolete structure.*®

At this point, we must shortly mention the arguments of Kadro Journal
regarding the classes making earnings from usury, which constitutes one of
the most fundamental criticisms developed by the journal concerning the rural

classes. According to Ismail Hiisrev;

(...) the national capital that must be accumulated in the villages is kept
in towns. (...) While the national capital in other countries which are
accumulated in cities and towns are invested on industry, trade and
other business fields, in our country it is used in the usury business
which yields high profit. The surplus values produced in the rural
regions come to the towns and cities and are returned to the villages via
usury. This cycle which adds up like an avalanche has turned into an
economic problem which gradually diminishes the buying power and
taxpaying potential of the rural producer.**

The concrete suggestions put forward by Kadro Journal must also be
discussed as a relatively important aspect of Kadro’s views on agricultural
production. As mentioned above, parallel to its approach to the technical
problems of the interlinking with the world economy and the division and
investment issues caused by class relations, it invents concrete solution

suggestions for concrete problems facing the agricultural production.

For example, following the Tobacco Congress gathered in Ankara, the
Journal deals with the tobacco topic and comes up with solid solution
suggestions in suite of its analysis about the matter. In an article found in the

chronicles section of the journal’s second issue, at first the ranking of Turkey

“3{smail Hiisrev. “Tiirkiye Koy iktisadiyatinda Borglanma Sekilleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue:
3, March 1932, p. 34.
# Ismail Hiisrev. “Tiirkiye K8y iktisadiyatinda Toprak Rant1” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 4,
April 1932, p. 14.
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within the world scale tobacco production is discussed and the following

analysis is made;

The price of the Greek tobacco soared to 103 cents in 1929! (...) The
Greek tobacco exported to Germany from Greece has risen by 60% in
quantity and %2160 price-wise in 1930 compared to 1929! We
recommend looking at these documents to those who still try to explain
the dreary disorderly state of the Turkish tobacco producers with the
“There is a worldwide crisis’ cliché!*®

After the analysis quoted above, Sevket Siireyya takes an opposing position
against the commercial bourgeoisie whose state is expected to deteriorate

further and generally recommends the etatism solution. In his own words;

It is apparent that we would never leave a remarkably important finance
branch such as Turkish tobacco to the leisure and whims of this and
that. Those who wish to scavenge on the daily aid from the state, who
hinder that the task is managed as a whole, or who adopt a favorable
position for actions such as production restriction, and the shrinking and
fragmentation of production affairs must be warned and illuminated.*®

For the rest of the article, Sevket Siireyya returns to the duality of
individuality and state, and concludes his argument with the criticism towards
the individual initiatives and state organization. It should be recalled that the
earlier issues of the journal aim to legitimize the state involvement and
intervention even though the concrete characteristics of this role are not still
absent in the explanation. Sevket Siireyya continues his argument as follows;

It is not the individual persons that can rejuvenate the Turkish tobacco

sector and provide it with an improvement maneuver. On the contrary,
individuals themselves, are in need of a rejuvenation and new directives

45Sevket Siireyya. “Tiirk Tiitiinciiliigii ve Tktisadi Devlet¢ilik” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 2,
February 1932, p. 44.
46Sevket Siireyya. “Tiirk Tiitiinciiliigii ve Iktisadi Devletcilik” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 2,

February 1932, p. 45.
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on how to proceed further. The tobacco production in Turkey is a matter
of “Economic Etatism” like many other national economy matters.*’

Another example concerning the discussion of agricultural production and
circulation affairs based on concrete examples is the opium. The desire for
the control of the League of Nations concerning the opium trade is considered
as an important opportunity by Kadroists. The journal translates this argument
into establishing the state organization against the freelance opium traders

and starts a discussion on this basis. According to Vedat Nedim;

The measures taken by the state which comprehends the gravity [of the
situation] as necessary lead to a fright of those who seek to guard their
interests by supporting the disorderly state of opium trade which harms
our national economy. (...) When the forward interests of the nation
are of concern, in spite of the blurry atmosphere created by those who
aim for individual gain, the state which takes the most appropriate
measures naturally pursues the path in which it believes without
hesitation.*®

After drawing the framework of the matter on the principle level, Vedat

Nedim moves onto his concrete suggestions;

1- Ending the retail system in exportation by means of supplying
Turkish opium from a single source against buyers who form a single
opposing group. 2- Keeping the amount of opium to be released to
markets restricted through agreements with countries selling goods to
European markets. 3- Finding new markets apart from the market in
which we have been involved so far and in addition to these.*®

47Sevket Siireyya. “Tiirk Tiitiinciiliigii ve Tktisadi Devlet¢ilik” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 2,
February 1932, p. 45.
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Another example which illustrates the analysis of agricultural products and
market opportunities is the grape. In the eight issue of the Journal the topic is

discussed as follows;

The issue that waits to besolved in Turkey is the grape production along
with the tobacco and opium production. Similar to our most important
export products, grapes encounter sale impossibilities as well.
Nevertheless, these entire impossibilities stem from the lack of
organization as it is the case for our other products. For instance, while
Turkey dominated the market in terms of grapes before the war, today
it has lost its dominant position completely. This loss is in terms of both
production volume and sale opportunities.>

Finally, the ‘Village Camps’ project put forward by Kadro Journal on the time
period studied in this section must be briefly assessed. This idea of Vedat
Nedim resembles the Village Institutes idea invented by Ethem Nejat in the
reform years (Erkek, 2012: 164). Interestingly, Vedat Nedim continues to
argue this idea of his in the following years under the title of “Regional Farm
Institutes” and similar suggestions will appear in the Turkish politics such as
‘Village Institutes’ or ‘Village-city Project’. It is possible to find the Sevket
Stireyya - Vedat Nedim correspondence concerning this issue in Gokberk’s
book. This issue is discussed in the letter of Sevket Siireyya dated 1.03.1974
to Vedat Nedim (Gokberk, 1977: 201) and Vedat Nedim’s letter dated
5.04.1974 to Sevket Siireyya (Gokberk, 1977: 206-207).

In his first article Vedat Nedim explains the purpose of the Village Camps as

follows;

We must find more radical and larger scale ways to combat illiteracy.
For example, can we not mobilize city schools and send them to the
villages since they just set camp to the corners of cities in the holiday
months; get bored of idleness and piddle around in coffeehouses all day
long? They can set the camps in villages and oblige each literate person
to teach literacy to an illiterate person. (...) this way, the city kids will
get to know our villages and peasants; and the peasants will warm up to

%9 Anonymous. “Kronikler: Uziim meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 8, August 1932, p.44.
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the urban youth. This will create a channel between the village and the
city. (...) a program that can organize and provide cultural devices with
which the villagers are unfamiliar such as stage plays, conferences,
games, training festivals, gramophone, radio, photography and even the
cinema will activate the static and backward atmosphere of the villages
like a gigantic engine. (...) In summary the village camps will be the
revolution camps.>*

2.7. Concluding Remarks

This chapter mentiones the first phrase of Kadro journal as it was periodized
as between January 1932- August 1932. In this period, it is summarized that
Kadro group composed its self-assertive slogans and burdened their mission
in the context of early republican era. The most well-known Kadro agument
be proposed in this period as to constitue an ideology for Turkish revolution.
Kadrowas welcomed warmly in the other media organs that also 1t can be

stated that Kadro journal did not get involved in critical polemics.

1\/edat Nedim. “Ummilikle Miicadele I¢in Koy Kamplar1” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 1,

January 1932, pp. 43-44.
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CHAPTER 11

THE INFLECTION POINT OF THE KADRO MOVEMENT:
CRITICS, OPPOSITIONS AND ADVANCEMENTS BETWEEN
SEPTEMBER 1932- JULY 1933

3.1. Preliminary Considerations

This period can be brielfly argued as the start of the original political practice
of Kadro Movement. After Celal Bayar’s ‘appointment’ to the Ministry of
Economy asna minister, in first step, Kadro Journal did not open a polemical
to him directly, but prefer to use rather careful language to indirectly address
him. Journal’s general tone in language use became unexpectedly moderate,
and point of stress shifted to explain the objective state of World Economic
Crises of 1929. Their main argument in the early set of this periode, become
shaped as to validate there was no positive objective shift in the current state
crisis in order to make a revision in the economic policy. One step further,
Kadro Journal mentined some specific problems which did not involve in
direct conflict with the Ministry of Economy, such as unification of the
domestic market and increase in state incomes. It should be also mentioned
that, in the first mounts which Celal Bayar took office, there is a widespread
opinion arise that the authority of Ismet Pahsa diminished critically in

political area, (Karaosmanoglu; 1968: 134).

This moderate atmosphere in the first mounts after the take office of Celal

Bayar, especially between September and October 1932, dramatically broken
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down after the Ismet Pasha and Celal Bey’s indirect disgussion on the press,
on the issue of foreign specialists. This issue breaks out with the Celal Bey’s
declaration to the press that, he would get Americal economy specialist and
employed them in the officer cadre of ministry as such in an authorized
position. There was a direct challance to the Prime Minister Ismet Pasha’s
authority, and so, he started an argumentation against Celal Bey and his
proposal, that Kadro Journal directly articulated this conflict by the side of
Ismet Pasha’s political position, and developed their arguments till
nationalization of the Sugar Industry which the Tiirkiye Is Bankas: involved
in. Furthermore, Kadro Journal get into a serious series of a polemical debate
which opened at 27 October 1932 against it on the pages of Milliyet Gazetesi
which can be stated as the representative of bourgeoisie and Tiirkive Is
Bankasi in Turkish press. This polemic famously known as Sevket Siireyya-

Agaoglu debate.

Kadro Journal started it’s the first struggle against private sector and the
structure of Ministry of Economy between November 1932 and Mach 1933.
In this period, precisely can be define as a breakthrough term of Kadro
Movement, the journal published antagonistic essays on such topics on
illegitimate profits of private sector, constitution of cooperatives in
agricultural production and reorganization of Ministy of Economy and
Supreme Council of Economy (4/i Iktisat Meclisi). In accordance with this
argumentative position, Kadro Journal fully engaged with the project about
making a radical reformation in Dariilfiinun. If it is mentioned that the
champion of these project was Dr. Resit Galip (Tekin, 1992: 184-5), and
opponent of the Dariilfiinun reform was generally liberal scholars, It would
be considered more substantial the meaning of this engagement for Kadro
group. These critical essays about the Dariilfiinun would be continue till the

abolishment of Dariilfiinun in July 1933.
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The period mentioned in this chapter, also characterized by Kadro group’s
involvement trials to youth problem in accordance with the development of
first youth protest meetings in 1930’s which were organized by Tiirk Talebe
Birligi (Turkish Student Association) which was known as an opposition to
Ismet Inénii (Nesimi, 1977: 74). Parallel with the development of this
movement, Kadro Journal rised their proposal on more disciplined official
youth organizations. Furthermore, in this period Kadro Journal started to give
more references on antique Turkish myths and antique Turkish history after
I. Turkish History Congress. After that the journal constituted a special
column for lingual researches by following Turkish Langue Congress.

3.2. Political Articulations: The Concrete Context of Strategy in Kadro

Movement’s Political Practice

In many issues of Kadro Journal, particularly in the articles which set the
premises for the intended topics, often reiterated are the messages of loyalty
or some form of praise to the leaders of the revolution. They are designed to
legitimize opinions asserted in the journal and they provide a degree of
protection from the criticism raised against the journal. Inits first issue, Kadro
Journal featured annotation about the Savings and Domestic Goods Week
event which was organized by the leadership of “Milli Iktisat ve Tasarruf
Cemiyeti”” (National Savings and Finance Community) and, Sevket Siireyya
actively participated (Tekeli&Ilkin, 2009:98). It was considered politically
important that this annotation contained a such pathetic message to the army

and Ismet Pasha. This short text was as follows;

The speech of His Excellency, Mr. Prime Minister, ismet Pasha
possesses the quality of a historical document for our politics as well as
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of a live program. (...) The protector of our national sovereignty, our
army, has undertaken its tasks in terms of economic mobilization.>?

In the later issues similar remarks were often observed as the following quote
from; “In his speech of His Excellency, Mr. Prime Minister in izmir regarding
the inauguration of the Ghazi statute, issue exemplifies the loyalty and affinity
which is described with a unique eloquence, as well as the best expression
and comprehension formulas of our national economy.”®® For instance its
fourth issue, when discussing about to need to transfer the responsibility for
continuing of the revolution to the younger generations, the journal made
references to Ismet Pasha and argued that there must be an organization in
line with Kadro Journal’s opinions in order to avoid the hardships that the

Pasha endured during the SCF period. In this article the following is asserted;

Those who still recall the Sivas speech, understand the reason for this
indignation: while the Turkish Prime Minister who came to Sivas via
Lausanne and who wants to go further, was trying to explain the railway
policy of the state, a party leader in Izmir was speaking in with the
attitude of Monsieur Miiller and a crowd in Izmir was religiously
following this voice and a journal in Istanbul described those who
brought the first railway to Sivas as if they were a drunken gang which
could swim in champagne. We should ask the youth of the days: Have
you asked what the railway policy of the Prime Minister was? Even if
you have, the response you would get would vary in Izmir and Sivas.>*

52Anonymous. “Tasarruf ve Yerli Mali Haftas1” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 1, January 1932,
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Another example is to the Journal directly supporting and defending Ismet
Pasha can be found after his trip to Soviet Union and Italy. In the sixth issue

of the journal an article included the following statements;

That’s why, the head of government of the New Turkey built the
courage to see and personally get familiarized with the contemporary
civilization movement in its own natural course which is declared to be
plagued by those who still live by the Atif Efendi traditions. This great
man, this courageous man is a man who distinctively sees all conditions
and element of the current time period and diligently takes them into
consideration. Based on this, we deem his actions right and courageous
and appreciate that our head of government and certain party actors who
have responsibilities in the Turkey’s administration had took the
initiative to observe two neighbor countries which lead two grand social
movements.®

The journal which expresses its commitment to the revolution leaders in
between the lines, rarely articulates direct support messages for anyone
except Atatiirk and Ismet Pasha. The most prominent of the mentioned people
is Dr. Resit Galip. In his article featured in the third issue of the Journal,
Sevket Siireyya starts with an important reference and supports Resit Galip
as follows; “Ankara radio seldom speaks. Yet it speaks remarkably well when
it does. The real voice of Ankara is the voice that can be heard when Ankara
radio speaks well.”*®These praises are granted in pursuit of Resit Galip’s
speech in Ankara radio stating that the revolution was not over and if need
be, it should be moved forward with radical methods. This speech was made
in a ceremony organized due to the inauguration of the People’s Houses on
February 19, 1932. In the said speech Resit Galip, quite similarly to Kadro

group, argues as follows;

From time to time we come across those who suggest that the revolution
is over and all affairs must be left to their natural course. This opinion
can only belong to lazy, tired and coward souls. (...) We are under the

*Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 6, June 1932, p.4.
%Sevket Siireyya. “Inkilap Bitti mi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 3, March 1932, p. 5.
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obligation to conduct our evolution with the speed and rigor of a
revolution and add new laws to the social legislation by grounding the
evolution principle step by step on our path.®’

In the third issue of Kadro Journal, Sevket Siireyya fills in for the section
titled “Economy of the Nation” of Vedat Nedim who was absent due to his
trip to Germany. This article was prepared by devising it with the emphasis
which can be considered slogans for agricultural development following the
inauguration of People’s Houses and re-emergence of Resit Galip in the
political arena (Turan, 2006: 12). This article concerns rural production
activities such as wheat production, husbandry, and forestry, and provides
development ideals for each and every one of them with an epic rhetoric. The
romantic rhetoric can be observed in these articles thanks to Resit Galip’s
interest in peasantry. For example, the following excerpt can demonstrate the
point;
If the sound of electrical sawmill does not resonate from desolate
Koéroglu Mountains; or if the sound of villages with smoke always
coming out of chimneys and people’s joy has turned electric is not heard
from wolfs’ nest rivers, these green mountains can merely be a kitsch

ornament surrounding the country or sparse hair that tangle from a
balding head.>®

Apart from their general point, the connection attempts have a specific
meaning as well. It concerns assuming an active role in People’s Houses and
spreading the Kadro group thought via that channel. The Ankara radio
analogy, quoted above, is repeated in the same issue of the journal regarding

the People’s Houses. Sevket Siireyya argues as follows in his article;

S7Sevket Siireyya. “Inkilap Bitti mi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 3, March 1932, p. 5.
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(...) radio plays and speaks. In other countries of the world, the radio
can freely play and speak. But in the New Turkey, the voice coming out
of the radio needs to be put in order. For instance, when they say ‘Hello,
Ankara speaking...’ it should be really Ankara which expresses itself!
In brief, it is a systematic infusion task which has a principled,
disciplined and cntrolled cultural infusion and whose basis is
premeditated with all of its details.>®

In the rest of the article, the concrete organization issue which is also

discussed in other contexts is handled. According to Sevket Siireyya;

In order to save maybe not initially all of the citizens, but at least the
young generations from the solipsism and idleness, People’s Houses are
a step taken in the most appropriate time. According to the regulations
of People’s Houses the significance of this step can be summarized as
uniting the culture infusions and movements within the society around
a center. There could be no safer and experienced means other than the
culture weapon to unite and satisfy the youth. This style of activity
which the People’s Houses precisely include in their framework offers
us an opportunity to show case out comments on this solid basis.%°

Kadro Journal points to undertaking assignments in People’s Houses and
shaping them. In the same article, an excerpt from the General Secretary of
CHF, Recep Peker’s speech is quoted. This excerpt deals with the need for a
leader staff that can educate and develop the People’s Houses organization.
Kadro group answer this call by putting themselves forward. Thus, it is clear
that they offer their candidature to assuming a political role. The excerpt from

the speech of Recep Peker is as follows;

(...) there is a need for a guidance element constituted from the sage
people who can raise awareness, educate and lead the organization of
People’s Houses for the greater good of the people. We can always see
those who complain because of the absence and ineffectiveness of such
a guidance element. (...) In our opinion, the most inaccurate mentality
is the case that there are no qualified individuals in Turkey. (...) we

9Sevket Siireyya. “Halk Evleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 3, March 1932, p. 36.
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believe and think that there is an element of educated people in Turkey
that can manage the People’s Houses.®*

It can be seen from another youth organization related articles published a
month later that Kadro Journal’s interest in People’s Houses isn’t just a recent
development and that it wants to be systematically involved. In Sevket
Stireyya’s article published in the fourth issue of the journal, there are
suggestions on general and specific levels concerning the youth organization.
On the general level, it develops the aforementioned suggestions related to

the mass communication devices. In the words of Sevket Siireyya;

The morals principle on which there is the most consensus regarding
the topic of youth education is the connection of the abstract concepts
that are to be infused to a concrete action. While all of the films,
newspaper photographs, radio programs and the worldviews that we
read function as a system to a moral deterioration, an abstract morals
infusion conducted behind closed doors is bound to fail.

Following this general analysis, Sevket Siireyya suggests a large scale
organization encompassing the formal education institutions in order to
discipline the youth. It is put forward once again that in the said organization
the People’s Houses have to undertake a serious role and hence they need to

be developed to fulfill that role. According to Sevket Siireyya;

(...) younger generations require a large social life outside the school
which includes even the school life itself (...), that is, a space for
organization [teskilat muhiti]. As a result, it’s today’s mission to
prepare a youth within the revolution principles and as both a helper
and follower of the revolutionary avant-garde. (...) It is high time that
the youth in Turkey, especially the youth mass outside the educational
system, was included in a youth movement about which there is a

®1Sevket Siireyya. “Halk Evleri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 3, March 1932, p. 37.
62Sevket Siireyya. Geng Nesil Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. 1, Issue: 4, April 1932, p.7.
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consensus and the implementation of its principles are expressed in a
detailed manner. The conference organized on Friday, April 4in the
Ankara People’s House can be the start of this movement.5

After this analysis we move on to the sections making references to the
suggestions related to the position of Kadro group in the new organization.
Even though generally People’s Houses are supported, it is argued that its
ideology and program do not comply with the main target ahead. The
significance of this argument is that there is a demand for resorting to the
expertise of Kadro group in terms of ideology and program. According to

Sevket Siireyya;

It is only natural that the People’s Houses program is insufficient to be
able to educate the youth with such a broad spectrum. It is necessary
that the task of preparing and educating the youth in accordance with
revolution principles is organized as an autonomous action which
withholds the highest administration and control devices of the country
and that the political nurturing of the youth is demanded from such an
organization. (...) The subject of this political nurturing is not the daily
struggles but the fundamental principles of the national policy
regarding the future and the developmental direction of these
principles.®

As it can be deduced from the previous quotations as well, the term of
“developmental direction” (“inkisaf istikameti”) is an important notion that
Kadro group use to express their opinions and it can be found in this context
as well. In addition, Kadro Journal vehemently supports Dr. Resit Galip’s
work in the ministry even two months prior to his discharge from his post. In
the article of Burhan Asaf published in the eighteenth issue of the journal it

is argued as follows;

83 Sevket Siireyya. ’Geng Nesil Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 4, April 1932, pp.7-8.
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Doctor Resit Galip Bey, did not commit to the Turkish education cause
as a minister with a passion for action. If he had done so, he would have
somewhat succeeded. However, this success would have only been a
set of attempts left behind in the ministry period. The young minister
latched onto this fundamental cause of the nation with the energy and
courage of a revolutionary. Therefore, the assets that he contributed to
the Turkish education shall live long after him. ©°

In the rest of the same article, it can be observed that Kadro group who claim
to from the ideology of the revolution and educate others about it, suggest the
foundation of a “Revolution Institute” and the obligation of passing exams
from this institute in order to successfully complete superior education.

Burhan Asaf describes the suggestion as follows;

All social sciences will be assessed according to revolution. All
students, regardless of their major, will give exams from the institute in
order to obtain their diplomas. Thus, the first condition for professionals
who went through Turkish education system is being a revolutionary.
Those who fail the exam of revolution shall be left behind in life.

3.3. The Kadro Movement on The Problem of Youth and Recruitment

The issue of adoption of revolutionary principles by the people and the
administrative staff, in other words, harmonization of recruitment mechanism
of the political order with mass-youth contexts, is a matter that Kadro Journal

had to discuss for a long time. It is possible to see the reverberations of the

% Burhan Asaf. “Arkada kalan Dariilfiinun”un basina gelenler” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 18,
June 1933, p.95.
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different aspects of this issue in Yaban (Karaosmanoglu; 2004: 26) and
Ankara (Karaosmanoglu, 2001: 175-76) novels of Yakup Kadri. In the article
of Yakup Kadri published in the tenth issue of the journal, he explains the

atmosphere in Ankara as follows;

| often reflect on our revolution atmosphere compared to that of Russia
which has become a principle, an opinion and even a consciousness.
Does this atmosphere exist in Istanbul in the revolutionary Turkey? Or
in Ankara? What are its characteristics? How can it be identified? How
much of a hot topic is it? What is its impact and on whom it exerts this
impact? Honestly, | cannot tell as clearly as | would in the Russian
context. This study of atmosphere is difficult to conduct even in Ankara
which is supposed to be the center of our revolution because the moral
atmosphere in  Ankara changes depending on districts and
neighborhoods. There is a heavy medieval atmosphere in Tahtakale
while Yeni Sehir progressively becomes more occidental. On the other
hand, the atmosphere in the chambers of the assembly and government
appears to be a frozen bureaucracy.®’

The premise of the aforementioned “Revolution Institute” related ideas
appear in the ninth issue of the journal which can be considered early. This
premise is built on the necessity that the administrative staff must go through
the education of the party. A detail here that poses significance is that the
journal which avoids voicing suggestions regarding CHF does not repeat such
a suggestion as the “Schools of the party” and avoids being involved in the
party affairs all together with the exception of the mention of the publication
activities of the party in the eleventh issue. The “schools of the party” idea
that is discussed by Burhan Asaf in the ninth issue of the journal is developed
as follows, first let’s take a look at the arguments which establish why these

schools are necessary;

67 Yakup Kadri. “Ankara, Moskova, Roma” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 10, October 1932, p.42.
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(...) Today, we see no measures for the training of the politics staff as
there are Civil Service Schools for training the administrative staff.
However, for a revolutionary party that leads a movement like the
National Independence revolution which has established start and finish
points, while it is important that the principles are clearly established,
it is also important to train a younger staff that will devote themselves
to these principles and sustain them without any harm.%8

Secondly, we will see how this school of the party will function, according to
Burhan Asaf;

(...) our national independence considers the principle of “unity”
important, as a result it cannot accept this duality in the administration
and the party. Based on this argument, the institution that will educate
and train the staff cannot co-exist with the Civil Service School or the
Law School. In our opinion, only a school of the party can train the new
and younger staff. The graduates of this school of the party will share
the same opinions and will have the same level of political education in
fields such as administration, foreign affairs, judicial matters and even

press.”®

Thirdly, let’s discuss the foundation style and mission of this school of the

party. Burhan Asaf explains these two matters as follows;

(...) in order to realize all of these tasks, Civil Service and Law schools
must be jointly integrated into the School of the Party. Such a school
that should exist in Ankara, after providing a worldview based on our
revolution, needs to train advanced and enterprising staff that can
manage organization in the fields of administration, economy and
finance; a hardworking element that possesses the training to work in
the political and economic foreign affairs; a judicial staff which adopts
the revolution principles as its first resource and guide; and finally a
foresighted journalist generation which will control the revolutionary
state in accordance with the revolution principles.”™
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The mission of raising journalist, which Burhan Asaf assigns to the schools
of the party, appears in one of his ensuing articles in a different context. The
opinion of Burhan Asaf regarding the publication and relations of the party
complies with his opinions concerning the schools of the party. According to
Asaf;

The party ithholds all tools of publication including the press and the
radio and even if it’s not the case, this is how it should be. wAll
principles of the revolution are defended via these tools with a decisive,
tough and an almost jealous manner.”

In the later issues of the Journal, although there are no more articles
concerning the schools of the party, the youth issue becomes more and more
vital. Particularly due to the events in Bursa on February, 1933 and Turkish
Student Union (“Ttirk Talebe Birligi”) protests (Vagon-Lee, Razgrad vb.) the
issue of the youth organization becomes a hot topic in the mainstream media
as well. Immediately after the events in Bursa (Gologlu, 1974: 89), the head
article published in the February, 1933 issue of Kadro Journal, discusses the

youth topic in a critical manner. The following is argued in the head article;

We sent the association directors and the municipal police to those who
have the audacity to walk against the revolution while the same day,
intellectuals of Bursa definitely were either busy with staging a play or
organizing a concert. Are we all actually aware of the fact that our
attempts to keep the youth away from politics raise a well-behaved and
gentlemanly revolutionary generation?’2

During the month of May, 1933 following the so-called Razgrad (Gologlu,
1974: 95) events where nationalist students clashed with the police, Kadro
Journal yet again brings up the issue of youth. The head article published in

the seventeenth issue of the Journal, describes the problem as follows;

"t Burhan Asaf. * Inkilabimizin Sesi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 11, November 1932, p.35.
2 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 14, February 1933, p.3.
57



Is there a youth cause in Turkey? It will be even if it’s non-existent at
the moment, because the security of our revolution necessitates it. Many
points concerning the youth organizations abroad were discussed even
in this platform. Nevertheless, it should also be mentioned that while
the organized youth in Russia and Italy serve as the guardians of the
revolution, the organized youth in Germany started a whole political
movement. Countries such as the United Kingdom and France can
doubt the necessity of such a youth organization; however, this issue
has almost become a cause for Turkey.”

The journal which directly evaluates the events in Razgrad, reaches the

following conclusion;

There have been actions that the youth organized on its own. It is
claimed that these are criminal acts. What can come as natural as this?
In the Razgrad event, Turkish police and Turkish youth clashed due to
the discipline of the former and pure enthusiasm of the latter like two
people who used the opposite entries of a tunnel and got lost in the
middle resorting to clashing by mistake. All these actions of the youth
show their eager struggle to take up a role and tasks. We should not
delay giving them what they wish by including them in the
organization.”

According to Gologlu (1974: 96-97); Razgrad events mentioned above, arised
another struggle between Kadro journal and Birlik Journal in terms of the

form to organize youth in objective sense.

3.4. Thesis on The Reorganization of The State

Another aspect of the political connection strategy of Kadro Journal includes
the close monitoring and supporting all the steps of the government in the
fields of language, culture and history. The most prominent examples of this

8 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 17, May 1933, p.3.
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strategy appear following the Turkish Language Council of September, 26 —
October, 5 as references to Turkish language and history in the Journal.
Interestingly, following the language council, articles concerning the external
Turks are featured in the Journal as well, nonetheless, they are short-lived.
For instance, in the tenth issue of the Journal published on October, 1933 the

head article includes statements as follows;

A new language is born, we still write the old even if it’s in small
portions. We will not do so from now on. We will not speak of it in
order not to write it. This is such a difficult decision. Those who tremble
and beg for the change of decision are those who have a comprehensive
idea as to the difficulty of this decision. (...) Without any census, we
know that there are at least 60 million Turks in the world. Turkish is
already a great language when all of this is considered. (...) New
language, great language, culture language Turkish cannot bloom in the
Istanbul pot or the Anatolian garden. The site where it can discover its
size and dimension is the site where the immature and amateur phases
are embraced. The new language is connected to the culture that needs
to be formed according to 60 million.”

Furthermore, the title of Sevket Siireyya’s article featured in the thirteenth
issue of the Journal is “Ergenekon Epic”. In this article, there are references
to an old Sumerian story whose translation had been published in Hakimiyeti
Milliye Gazetesi (National Sovereignty Newspaper).’® The merging of the
epics of Ergenekon and Sumer and making them into a symbol for the
revolution is a reference to Turkish History Council. In the early stages of the
Republic, we can observe the change in the reference points of the ideology

with the 1930s. Kadro Journal tries to connect itself to this change.

An interesting analysis about the journal can be made at this point. Even

though Kadro Journal deals with language and culture related matters, they

> Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 10, October 1932, pp.3-4.
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are only featured in the journal as much as the topic of “organization of the
youth”. Thus, it is only mentioned in between the lines or used as a reference.
The moment when this publication policy changed corresponds to the
fifteenth issue of the journal. In the fifteenth issue in March, it is notified that

a column titled “language column” will be added to the Journal. ”’

The interesting aspect of this is that the journal launches a column concerning
a subject that is not directly related to its area of interest even though it had
been five months after the language council and the amount of the articles and
references concerning the subject had been reduced to almost none in this
time period. The reason for this novelty should be explained by Ulkii
Journal’s (Ideal Journal) first publication. In the new issue that the journal
heralds; the aforementioned “Language Column” is introduced. The first
article of the column is the “Outline of Turkish Language”’® by Ibrahim
Necmi. This article will be ensued by other “Language Column” works in the

later issues.

3.5. Thesis on Class Struggle and Nationalization

Kadro Journal, in its second phase that we study, that is, the issues between
the ninth and twentieth, prioritizes its opinions regarding the new state
principle and re-organized state devices. The Journal takes these opinions on
the general principles level as well as directly putting forward concrete
suggestions and making an effort to defend them by the means of polemics.
Generally, the journal deals with the state concept in the classes’ context.

According to Ismail Hiisrev;

" Anonymous. Slogan in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 15, March 1933, p.35.
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The state is founded as a result of the emergence of interest differences
in the society. Where the society is divided into opposing interest
groups the state emerges as an authority device which protects and
represents certain groups. State institutions cannot be found at the time
periods where social conflicts do not exist. In summary, the state is a
result of the social interest conflicts and survives thanks to these
conflicts. (...) the foundation of the state begins with the separation of
private property from public property. The state (...) is a device that
rules the society on behalf of certain interests. "

Let’s just say that this opinion does not differ from the Orthodox Marxist

thought. In the rest of his article, Ismail Hiisrev discusses the evolution of the

state in the course of 20" century. He states as follows;

The state began to interfere in the service for the working class and
health and economy related matters in favor of workers. Thus, on one
hand the state interfered in the economic life in the name of capital
interests; on the other hand, it had to intervene in the affairs of the
working class. As a result, capitalism began to become an organized
regime instead of an individual and liberal regime with capital
organizations on one side (cartels, trusts, syndicates etc.) and worker
organizations on the other (worker syndicates). In this universe, the
state stopped being the guardian of the capital interests and became a
device that is under the influence of certain interests and that interferes
in financial and social life on behalf of the said interests.®°

Again in the words of Sevket Siireyya;

The national economy before the war was just the capital economy. Yet,
now the national economy is just the state economy. Therefore, the task
of developing and regulating social labor division in compliance with
the aims and interests of the revolution is not the product of a rambling

™ fsmail Hiisrev. “Milli Kurtulus Devletciligi: 1.” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 18, June 1933,
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entity but of a national labor plan. Turkish revolution requires this plan
from the Turkish organizers.”®!

Compared to this new type of state, the necessity of a new state in Turkey and
the necessity for this new type of state to be different from the classic class

domination are clearly asserted in the Journal. According to Vedat Nedim;

Every revolution is a battle to create and found a new type of state. If
the Turkish revolution has a character, it too should have a state ideal
of its own.”®? He continues this argument by complementing the quote
above by Ismail Hiisrev; “(...) we did not make our independence
movement on the account of a certain class. To us, state is not a result
of the class formation but the expression of nationalization.®

The political practice that Kadro Journal often emphasizes in the economic
context, progresses on this basis. The emphasis on the class formation in the
Journal peaks especially in the eleventh issue. The significance of this issue
is that it makes the decision of bringing an American Expert Board
(Tekeli&ilkin, 1982: 172) against the Soviet Expert Board (Tekeli&ilkin,
1982: 158) and employing foreign experts in the ministry following Celal
Bayar’s taking office as the minister of economy. Following this
advancement, Celal Bayar and Ismet indnii make public statements against
each other and the political environment is stirred. According to Vedat
Nedim;

81 Sevket Siireyya. “Igpazar ve iktisatta “Biitiin”liik” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 10, October
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Our purpose is to be a nation without classes and conflicts. However,
as of yet we are not a nation without classes and conflicts. But, the class
conflicts in our country are not so widespread as to dominate our
political life. Thus, the state of Turkey is not a class state. The state of
Turkey contrary to European and American states is far from being an
execution machine which functions for the interests of a finance
oligarchy, industrial capital, large territorial property or a worker
group.84

Vedat Nedim does not reject the existence of classes in his said article.
Notwithstanding, he associates the existence and development of classes with
the development of private capital. In this sense, the emphasis of the absence
of classes, in a way, aims to prevent further development of classes and in

other ways to rectify the already existing classes. In his own words;

Division into classes is an obligation which urge upon our hysteria in
a structure built through private capital accumulation. In an advanced
technical economy classes appear along more distinct lines. As for a
financial structure with a backward technique, its classes are blurry and
vague. (...) the existence of classes in a society with backward technical
abilities cannot be denied. That is why; the choice of private capital
accumulation will not only drive us to an economy with backward
technical abilities, but also will deter us from our ideal to be a nation
without classes and conflict.®®

Again according to Vedat Nedim, the tool to be used for the organization of

the economy will be able to build this desired structure;

8 Vedat Nedim. “Simiflasmamak ve Iktisat Siyaseti” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 11, November
1932, p. 19.
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(...) this tool does not represent the national economy in Germany. This
tool tries to gain benefit by exploiting the majority of the nation on
behalf of a small group. Naturally, our understanding of a rational
national economy is not such an exploitation tool. Therefore, it means
that the tool of Turkish economy would be rational not only in the
technical sense but also in the social sense, in other words, it would not
waste the energy of the nation by risks such as splitting the nation into
classes or engaging in party conflicts, salary disputes, strikes and
unemployment.”%

In order to realize this ideal, the opinion of Kadro Journal focuses on etatism.
It defines etatism as a social system. In the article of Ismail Hiisrev featured
in the nineteenth issue of the journal, he differentiates his etatism ideas from

the state socialism concept of Adolf Vagner. According to Ismail Hiisrev;

The state socialism not only deals with the regulation of worker and
financiers but also with broader national finance matters. For example,
it suggests the state mandate for affairs concerning the public interests
such as the post and telegraph. As a result of this movement, a lot of
affairs related to the public interests went under the state control. (...)
Today, the etatism concept understood by the formal scientists is the
state socialism or in other words, interventionism. (...) In our opinion,
such a etatism is more of a state policy rather than a social system. The
real etatism must be the expression of a system that regulates a change
in the structure of the society.®’

Ismail Hiisrev, describes the aims of the mentioned etatism as follows;

Since the plan of the economy and the society can only be realized
through an authoritarian and supreme organization as the state, it is
necessary that the state assume an active role for the nation in the cause
of re-structuring the country. (...) The criteria here is not the interests
of the worker class as it is in socialism, or of the capitalist society as it
is in fascism or of the individuals as it is in individualism: It is the

8 Vedat Nedim. “Tiirk iktisadiyatinin Erkan1 Harp Dairesi: Ali iktisat Meclisi” in Kadro,
Vol. Il, Issue: 14, February 1933, pp. 13-14.
87 {smail Hiisrev. “Milli Kurtulus Devletgiligi I1.” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 19, July 1933,

pp. 25-26.
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integrity of the society facing the internal and external actors and the
welfare of this integrity along with its economic and social spurt.®

Kadro Journal continues its publication activities by at occasion radicalizing
these purposes that it assigns on etatism and at other occasions presenting
them in milder ways. Especially after Celal Bayar’s taking the post of the
Minister of Economy, Kadro initially tries to take up a constructive and

appeasing demeanor

against the opposition starting in Milliyet Gazetesi (Nationhood Newspaper).
As it can be seen in various sources, the reason why is the change in the
ministry majorly dampening the authority of Ismet inénii (Bozdag, 1972: 91).
Later on, it is observed that the tone of the discussion gets progressively more
aggressive. In the second issue after Celal Bayar becoming the Minister of
Economy, it is remarkable how Kadro group express their expectations from

etatism in the gentlest manner. In the words of Ismail Hiisrev;

The main principle of the nationalist etatism is on one hand to defend
the national sovereignty against all external forces and on the other
hand, increasing the income of the national economy for the entirety of
the citizens, in compliance with national interests and in a wholesome
manner. The state organizes the production branches that satisfy the
needs of the nation and require a great capital. Along with the state
property, private enterprises work as well. (...) The state establishes its
control over national capital in order to prevent it from being wasted
because of things such as ignorance, meaningless competition, lack of
proper planning etc.®°

8 fsmail Hiisrev. “Milli Kurtulus Devletgiligi II.” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 19, July 1933,
pp. 30.

8 {smail Hiisrev. “Tiirkiye’de Milli Sermaye Hareketi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 10, October
1932, p. 25.
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Following these statements, Ismail Hiisrev gives the following message to the
entourage of Milliyet Gazetesi; “(...) we find it important to point out this
aspect to those who get concerned over allegedly seeing revolutionary

socialism signs in even certain administrative measures of the state.”*

As opposed to the appeasing statements quoted above, the demeanor changes
180 degrees three months after the said article, and a tone which directly
accuses its opposing agents is adopted. The reason why is hidden in the
differences between the periods of time when Kadro states its suggestions and
when it fights for the implementation of the said suggestions. Stating the
suggestions occurs in a way that it will not inflict the anger of those to whom
Kadro addresses and in a manner that it will ensure the adoption of the said
suggestions by the high-ranking persons of the state. As for the fight, it is
conducted by means of arguments that will radicalize the high-ranking state
officials and of directly infiltrating the agenda of the addressees who are
considered as the central focus (press bodies, persons or classes). For
example, Vedat Nedim, in his article featured in the thirteenth issue of the
Journal, directly classifies the opponents of etatism and attacks the private
entrepreneurship. The classification of Vedat Nedim can be explained in his

words as follows;

We can divide the opponents of a statist economic policy in two main
groups:

1- Those who will receive harm if the state gets involved in economic
affairs. Since the interests of a group or a class overpower those of the
nation in this context, we can leave this group outside the discussion.
For this group the national economy does not exist, only the
requirements of their own affairs matter. If each and every requirement
of an affair dominates the future of the national economy, it will be
impossible to pursue a consistent and wholesome economic policy.

% fsmail Hiisrev. “Tiirkiye’de Milli Sermaye Hareketi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 10, October

1932, p. 25.
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Then, only a set of measures that are shaped according to the interest of
a dominant group can be of concern.

2- Those, who believe in the magic of private enterprise, under the
influence of a liberal education.”®*

Following this analysis, Vedat Nedim, moves onto a general criticism.

He argues as follows;

Similar to the way in the agricultural and industrial fields, the faith of
our trade life also completely lies in the hands of private and individual
entrepreneurship. Both in terms of export and import, trade is taken over
by foreign elements not the national ones. That is why; the capital
accumulations accomplished via the channel of trade do not stay in the
country. Large-scale trade that is not national shares the characteristics
of Turkey in its semi-colonial period. Thus, it is a tool for exploitive
colonialism. We do not know the state of our intermediary traders who
cannot infiltrate the world markets. Most of them have gone bankrupt.
(...) The consequences of the large-scale trade life based on private
entrepreneurship in Turkey, portrays such a negative picture that is
hazardous for the national economy. How can it be possible to believe
in the creative power of the private entrepreneurship after seeing its
barren condition in the fields of agriculture, industry and trade? Of
course it cannot be, we do not believe in such a miracle.??

3.6. The Critic of Hyper Profits in The Case of Sugar Industry

Actually, if one monitors the gradual aggression in the tone the following can
be observed; as it will be further discussed in section of the polemics of Kadro
Journal, since October, 1932 particularly Ahmet Agaoglu initiates polemics
against Kadro Journal and the entourage of Milliyet Gazetesi gets involved in

the said polemics. As the only response to this, it is declared by a short article

91 Vedat Nedim. “Bizde Hususi Tesebbiisiin Zaferi” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 13, February
1933, p. 10.

92 Vedat Nedim. “Bizde Hususi Tesebbiisiin Zaferi” in Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 13, February
1933, p. 15-16.
67



titled “On the occasion of a criticism” in the eleventh issue of Kadro Journal
that the criticism of Agaoglu will not be left unreciprocated. Again in the

same issue, Yakup Kadri lashes out as follows;

The external threats in the period of revolutionary Turkey can appear in
all shapes and forms. They can appear in the form of a Sheik with a
green flag or a revolutionary with a red flag or even a liberal with a
white ensign. It is unfortunate that not only a great majority of these
liberals live among us today but also they have the right to vote, work
and have authority and status in the war veteran Turkey which is the
love child of independence and nationality.®

Articles published by Agaoglu get discontinued on November, 13 while the
last salvo of the month comes from Kadro Journal. The sugar industry of
which Tiirkiye Is Bankas: was a big partner (Kocabasoglu and others, 2001:
286), is critically discussed in detail. It is clear that the political practice of
Kadro Journal was intensified in this political environment. The criticism
article written by Sevket Siireyya is based on an incredibly well-conducted
analysis. Statistical data and tables are often used in this analysis. Turkey is
numerically compared to the world on the criteria ranging from the sugar beet
agriculture to sugar consumption. Since the close involvement of Tiirkiye Is
Bankas: in the sugar industry is commonly known, this article means

declaring war. According to Sevket Siireyya:

Turkish sugar industry needs to be regulated. The target of this
regulation is to ensure the profits of this industry. The most vital phase
of this task is the scientific cultivation of the soil in the field of sugar.
The scientific cultivation of the soil in the field of sugar is not a task for

9 Yakup Kadri. ““Ankara, Moskova, Roma” in Kadro, Vol. 1, Issue: 11, November 1932,
p. 40.
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small farms or something that can be handled through simple
guidance.”®* He continues as follows; “Even in Oceania where 75% of
the population consists of blacks and savages, sugar production per
capita is at least 11%. Thus, it is the leading cause and target of our
economic nationalism to erase the stamp of poverty from our nation’s
face and the stamp of backwardness from the face our country and make
our country into a producer of numerous and various goods.*®

According to Sevket Siireyya the alarm bells start to ring for the sugar
industry. It is both easy and necessary that this industry branch is subjected

to state control and regulated. In his own words;

In our sugar policy, the capability of the individual guidance meaning
the creation and promotion of individual capital took its last breath even
before the great depression. Now the present day requires that the large-
scale production and especially jobs as complicated as the sugar
industry are organized in nation’s control and measurements.”%® Again
we can continue with the following statement of Sevket Stireyya; “(...)
it can be argued that the sugar industry is the production branch,
amongst all national industry branches, whose facility must be
controlled and planed from the very first step and whose planning and
control is the most possible.’

% Sevket Siireyya. “Seker Istiklali ve 160.000 ton Tiirk Sekeri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 11,
November 1932, p.12.

% Sevket Siireyya. “Seker Istiklali ve 160.000 ton Tiirk Sekeri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 11,
November 1932, p.15.

% Sevket Siireyya. “Seker Istiklali ve 160.000 ton Tiirk Sekeri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 11,
November 193 Sevket Siireyya. “Seker Istiklali ve 160.000 ton Tiirk Sekeri” in Kadro, Vol.
I, Issue: 11, November 1932, p. 11.2, p. 16.

97 Sevket Siireyya. “Seker Istiklali ve 160.000 ton Tiirk Sekeri” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 11,

November 1932, p. 11.
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3.7. Concluding Remarks

In epitome, in this part of the thesis that was briefly statted that Kadro
movement started its political struggle with Turkish bourgeoisie in the period
of September 1932-July 1933. In this period, Kadro journal directly involved
in Ismet (Indnii) Pasha and Celal (Bayar) Bey conflict, by the side of Inonii
and Soviet industrial planning strategy. One step further, Kadro journal also
took a part in the discussions about Dartilfiinun and meetings of Tiirk Talebe
Birligi. In accordance with this context, journal developed a bundle of
suggestions, in order to solve conflicts mentioned and open an area of
authority itself to participate advances more formally. First, Kadro Journal
suggested to reorganize state apparatus as such Celal (Bayar) Bey can reach
and articulate his marked-based economical policies. In this manner, Kadro

Journal suggested to re-define roles and reorganize functions of Ministry of

economy and Supreme Council of Economy. Secondly, Kadro journal
developed concrete suggestions to youth problem as a response to meetings
that mainly argumented to constitute party schools in CHF and develop the
program of People’s Houses. Lastly, Kadro journal take a side in the
discussion about the Dariilfiinun and articulate with Dr. Resit Galip with both
formal and political spheres.
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CHAPTER IV

4. CRITICAL TIDES OF ETATISM: RAMIFICATION AND
EMBODIMENT OF ANTI-BOURGEOISIE CHARACTER
BETWEEN AUGUST 1933 - SEPTEMBER 1934

4.1. Preliminary Considerations

In this chapter, we will deal with the August, 1933 — September, 1934 period
of Kadro Journal. This period started by the abolisthment of Dariilfiinun and
constution of Istanbul University in August 1933. This event should be
considered as inevitably important political advance for Kadro Movement
(Tekin; 1992: 184-5; Hirsch; 2005: 287-88), however the Kadro journal,
surprisingly, did not consider this case that, almost only one reference had

given to the opening of new university.

Thus, exidently was the result of ‘dismissal’ of Dr. Resit Galip from the
Ministry of Education. After this dismissal, Kadro journal chose to wait
silently for almost two issue till the political positions and power distribution
become more clear. It was obvious that, Dr. Resit Galip planned to start a
huge rural education and development mobilization project after the
abolishement of the Dariilfiinun (Eligin, 1970: 381).

Journal recharged its political position and redefine its terminology on etatism
after Oktober 1933 that was evaluated as another inflection point for the
Kadro Journal. In parallel with publishing of the Mustafa Kemal’s letter of
support and Ismet Pasha’s essay on etatism in journal under the favour of 10"
anniversary of the republic, Kadro group revitalized their political mission
and started a new advancement operation in term of political and economical

sphere. It is obvious that, Kadro group had shifted their terminology
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incidentally, and get some new references such as ismet Pasha’s essay, which

gained central position in Kadroist arguments.

One step further, in this period, Kadro group get involved in a direct struggle
with the Turkish bourgeoisine in the pages of Kadro journal. The polemic
with Mahmut (Soydan) Bey with Kadro group take place in this period.
Moreover, advanced etatist arguments such as nationalization of sugar
industry proposal get developed, anti-protectionist argumans extanded and
gained more social and class based references, and nationalization of cement
industry and insurance sector, land and agricultural reform proposal had

widespread in journal coverange.

Another significant point need to be adressed is Kadro movement’s political
articulations and their advancements in the mentioned period. Dr. Resit
Galip’s uneven death had been responded in Kadro journal in a mournful way.
Surprisingly, journal started to criticize Recep Peker and his lectures
(Aslanapa; 1997: 211) in the Institue of Revolution in Istanbul University.
This critic also developed with the critic of People’s Houses and of course a
suggestion to take a mission in the Institue for themselves. On the other hand,
Kadro journal started to discuss on municipal administrations that explained
the surprising alliance with Kadro and Siikrii (Kaya) Bey (Solak; 2013: 166),
The Minister of Internal Affairs. One step further, the evolution of this
alliance which Tekeli&ilkin mentioned (2003: 422), can be assumed to start

with the agricultural reform proposal of Kadro journal —thus Siikrii

(Kaya) Bey was one of the supporter of agricultural reform (Solak; 2013: 205;
Gologlu, 1974: 223). Furthermore, after the change of the Minister of Publif
Affairs, journal tried to affialiate the new minister, Ali (Cetinkaya) Bey. On
the other hand, Kadro journal involved in an interminable and corrosive
polemical with Hiisayin Cahit (Yal¢in) Bey (Ertan; 2010: 124). It is obvious
that, corrosive polemical mentioned above, gave a damage to intouchable and

prestigious image of Kadro journal.
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4.2. Shift in Context: Search for A New Ground from International Level

to Domestic Reality

Kadro Journal structures its etatism proposal on two simple premises in terms
of the purely economic context. First one is the fact that, as mentioned in
earlier chapters, the economic progress led by private sector had not reached
the desired level in the 1920s. This argument concerning the failure of private
sector is supported by a series of additional arguments regarding the reasons
as to the necessity of economic development and its imminent
accomplishment. At the same time, these additional arguments can be
considered as the backing of the ideological axis devised by Kadro. The
essence of these arguments is a national independence rhetoric shaped by
National Independence War period references. This rhetoric connects to the
personal success of national independence struggles on one hand, which
means that Kadro group got stronger in the daily political arena; on the other
hand, it offers a chance for Kadro group to comment on the meaning of

“Turkish Revolution” in international political and economic conjunctures.

In the realization of Kadroist Project, the significance of these main and
additional arguments are as follows; there is an enormous amount of literature
in Kadro Journal arguing that the national sovereignty is in danger due to the
imperialistic advancements in the world political conjuncture (the rise of
Fascism and Nazism). The arguments about the fascist regimes usually
highlight their expansionist aims. In addition to the tactic of spreading the
perception of this danger, following the economic crisis of 1929, it is
especially emphasized that the world economic system is irrevocable
damaged and that it is impossible to restore it with the existing ways of
capitalist liberalism. These two arguments are further developed by
comments that the bourgeoisie will not be able to organize the social

formation in the daily situations; however, the possibility of the irrevocable
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resolution of the society gets more imminent by the day. As an example, the
articles that put forward the danger of transition to the own-use-based
economy types, “zati iktisat bigimleri”, which are often found in the journal’s

articles can be presented.

On the other hand, as much as the resolve of the world economy is presented
as an inevitable outcome in the Journal, it is also portrayed as an opportunity
from which we should benefit in the context of Turkey. As long as the state
finds sufficient capital it can implement the industries that are about to be
resolved in the capitalist center states and naturally connect them to the other
sectors of the economy. On the condition that it is accepted as a principle that
the production capacity of these enterprises are connected on rational level,
agricultural production could have been organized and developed by the
government as well. Thus, the income venues of the government must be
increased in order to realize these changes. Considering the level of national
production in early 1930s, the complexity of division relations, the
redistribution of the highly limited resources in a way that gives more control
to the state necessarily leads to the reduction in the shares of dominant classes
or their dissolvation all together. The radical increase in the state’s income
and the organization of the resolved social formation with the active
involvement of the state forms the basis of the Kadroist thought as we

mentioned earlier.

The significance of this period is that the Kadro group’s arguments which
defend etatism, particularly following the article written by Ismet Pasha in
Kadro Journal on the occasion of the tenth year commemoration of the
Republic in October, 1933, acquired a new terminology and new reference
points. For example, even though the arguments focusing on the rise of
fascism and its expansionist nature can still be found in the journal, the point
de capiton (Zizek, 2011: 103) which they are rationalized in the political

practice turns into the term of “defense economy”. On the other hand, taking
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into consideration especially the numbers of the year of 1934, it is possible to
see articles arguing that the economic crisis continues and even gets deeper

are progressively reduced in quantity in the journal.

Two examples will be quite sufficient to explain this situation. First, let’s take
a look at Ismail Hiisrev’s article featured in the twentieth issue of the journal.
In this article, which is written a month prior to the period that we are
discussing, the argument suggesting the continuation of the world economic
crisis is fairly prominent which can be seen as a follow-up of the press
position of the journal in the period of October, 1932 — July, 1933.
Nevertheless, it can also be observed that Ismail Hiisrev who can be defined
as the most cautious person within the core staff of Kadro Journal (we can
argue that the connection capability of Ismail Hiisrev is advanced based on
the interview of Ertan (1994: 298)) detects, with a keen perception, the actions
with the aim of the control of the economic situation. In his article, Ismail
Hiisrev states as follows based on a report that he published following the

London Finance Conference of League of Nations;

The abnormal change of the prices caused a great damage to the world
economy mechanism. All markets are turned upside down. The
agricultural goods and raw material stocks are constantly increasing in
the world. (...) Industrial production has also regressed remarkably.%

Nonetheless, in the later parts of the same article, Ismail Hiisrev draws
attention to how the state interventions increased to the extent to cause a
reduction in the world trade volume and the rationalization of the production

gained a significant importance®® and that it dragged the prices down

9 fsmail Hiisrev. “Diinya Buhranina Umumi Bir Bakis” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 20, August
1933, p.20.

% Hiisrev. “Diinya Buhranina Umumi Bir Bakig” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 20, August 1933,
p.20.
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paradoxically.!® These two developments can be regarded as attempts to save
the national capitalism by paradoxically being separated from the capitalism

within the world economy.

In this case, while the opinion of Kadro regarding the resolve of the world
system is confirmed, its argument suggesting that the capitalism would
collapse with it is refuted. As it can be deduced from the later articles as well,
the analysis suggesting that the fascism emerges to save capitalism complies

with this conclusion.

In the twenty-seventh issue of the Journal, the article of Mehmet Sevki

reaches this conclusion. In the words of Mehmet Sevki;

The world crisis damages the countries with the most advanced
industries and (...) reduces their production by 30% in certain sectors
yet it never causes a halt in one specific sector: War Industry. While
the industrial production decreases in every sector, the production of
the war sector constantly increases and expands though it undergoes
certain structural changes.®

In reality, the condition of other production related sectors linked to the war
industry gets better as well and this situation has a positive effect on Turkey’s
foreign policy. The main mistake of Kadro Journal, when evaluating the
international economic conjuncture, is that it focuses on the production, trade
and stock numbers before 1929 as a reference point. However, not being able
to reach these numbers says very little about the collapse of the capitalist

system. As for the authors of Kadro Journal, based on the data, they assume

100 Hiisrev. “Diinya Buhranina Umumi Bir Bakis” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 20, August
1933, p.22.

101 Mehmet Sevki. “Buhrandan Korkmayan Sanayi: Harp Sanayi” in Kadro, Vol. I1l, Issue:
27, Mach 1934, p. 44.
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that the system is in a structural crisis. Even though this analysis is correct to
a certain extent, it does not allow creating a hypothesis about the future of the
system by separating the structural effects of the measures taken to end the
crisis from the conjuncture effects. Thus, although the capitalist system
regresses in terms of conjuncture, it grasps the minimum threshold where it
can reproduce itself structurally and make it possible to maintain this

extraordinary situation by taking necessary measures.

As for the effects of this situation in Turkey, as Pamuk (2012: 177) states, the
reorganization of the Turkish economy starting from 1934, world economy
gaining volume even if it’s in a “dirigé” way and maintaining a positive trend
in the phase leading to the world war must have reinforced the structural basis
of the class domination in Turkey. In this case, the basis of the Kadro group’s
political practice shifts to the economic and political conflicts in the country
from the automatic developments in the international axis, that is, the crisis
and resolve. At this point, it can be concluded that the rise of the class

encounters a rhetoric that has tougher class references.

In the period that we are discussing, the journal offers new suggestions that
make direct references to social struggles and possess the possibility of being
connected to the concrete class conflicts and possible populist levels. The
suggestions can be divided into two main groups. First group of suggestions
bring up a discussion about the direct protectionism policy and assessing the
state in this sense. However, the emphasis point progressively focuses on the
class situation of the state and the legitimization of the satisfaction of private

interests of dominant classes on the social level.

If we take a step further, Kadro Journal criticizes the conflict between private
and public interests by mentioning its concrete contexts and directly pointing
them out, that is, trade bourgeoisie, middlemen classes and private companies
which conduct cartel activities —for example sugar and cement industry. It

seriously brings up the proposal to dissolve these sectors. These suggestions
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can be found in the earlier issues as well; however, in the period of August,
1933 — September, 1934 the arguments get firmer with a rise in their quantity
and their reference point changes in terms of quality. For instance, in this
period, “populism” is seen for the first time in the pages of the journal, issues
where the “social justice” term is used for the first time such as the increase

in the purchasing power, labor rights and labor organizations.

4.3. A Critical Terminology Shift: “Defence Etatism”

First, let’s take a look at how the term “Defense Etatism”, “miidafaa
devlet¢iligi”, or another use as “miidafaa vasitasi olarak devlet¢ilik”", is
used. The origin of this term is based on the fact that the economic
development is perceived within a war mentality. Kadro Journal authors
frequently use this term following the article written by Ismet Inonii in the
issue of October, 1933. Nevertheless, the origin of the term is not the article
of Ismet Pasha; but, it is the speech of Mustafa Kemal dated 31.08.1924 in

Dumlupmar'®2, At first, we shall look at the first usage of the term; Vedat

Nedim quotes this term in the following context and form:

The independence war in economy is nothing but the internal and
external continuation of the independence war at the battlefields which
has just finished. Those fools who think the war is over since the sound
of canons on our borders stopped should listen to the words of Ghazi:
‘Regardless of the greatness of the political and military victories;
unless they are crowned with an economic victory, they will not be
permanent. (...) All forces and tools needed for the defense of the
country and the independence can be perfected with the development
and advancement of the economy.%

102 Hakimiyet-i Milliye 31.08.1924, in cited from http://www.atam.gov.tr/ataturkun-soylev-
ve-demecleri/dumlupinarda-konusma (24. 05. 2016)

103 Vedat Nedim. “Iktisatta Istiklal” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 22, October 1932, p.14.

78



In the article of Ismet Pasha which was written for the journal, the term is
used more clearly. This clarity is apparent from both the explanation of the
reasons for the policies that are to be implemented and pointing out the groups
whose interests will potentially conflict with these policies. In his article
featured in the twenty-second issue of the journal, Ismet Pasha states as

follows;

Etatism policy in economy, showed me its necessity as a defense tool
above everything else. Before everything else, factors that can damage
the state in terms of economy must be eliminated in order to build a
strong state structure that can make up for the centuries of neglect,
correct the unjust destructions and resist the tough conditions of the
current time. Therefore, we had to acknowledge etatism in economy as
a defense tool to pursue it as a development route and hence a decision
point and a basis.” The significant point in Ismet Pasha’s article is the
emphasis of the dissolvation of “factors that damage the state
economically.'%

Although the state is the focus of the article, Kadro authors will not be late
to point out to these “factors” in more concrete contexts and directly in the
intellectual world. For example, in the same issue the journal, the article of
Vedat Nedim spots these factors from the very first step and makes threats
with sanctions. According to Vedat Nedim;

(...) it can be clearly deduced from these lines how our Chief who
explains the national independence cause in all of its integrity, considers
economy battle as a defense issue. We must once again establish that
those who use the national finance formula as a mask for their private
interests can never be worthy citizens for the front of Ghazi.'%

104 {smet Pasa. “Firkamizin Devletcilik Vasfi” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 22, p. 4.
105 Vedat Nedim. “Iktisatta Istiklal” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 22, October 1932, p.15.
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The input of Vedat Nedim which is quoted above is followed by the criticism
of Siirt deputy Mahmut (Soydan) in Milliyet Gazetesi and his rewrite of Ismet
Pasha’s essay. Naturally these two essays and their clash is not only a
hermeneutic effort. Quite the contrary, it possesses political struggle
significance. Mahmut Bey attacks Kadro Journal in his article dated
November, 5 1933 without naming anyone as follows; “His Excellency, Ismet
Pasha, blocks the claims of irresponsible people who try to make it seem as
if etatism within the party program is the same as a etatism that dominates

communist and Marxist parties.”1%

In the rest of the article tougher statements which make threats with sanctions
are used as follows; “It is especially interesting that certain theses which are
alleged to be original and national —maybe without being aware- already exist
in the congress decisions of the communist party, minutes of these party

meetings, the principles of Marxism and its implementation essentials.”%’

Mehmet Bey evaluates etatism as a tool and supports the classical argument
found in many sources that “etatism enables state to realize things that the
individuals cannot” and then points out the fact that it is not possible for the
Chiefs to use such a language as “(...) we will prevent them from establishing
any beneficial production enterprise”!®. A day after the article of Mahmut
Bey, Vala Nurettin comments on the article of ismet Pasha featured in Kadro

Journal in his article titled “Which one do we want to help survive: The

196 Mahmut (Soydan). “Bagvekilin Makalesi: Firkamizin Devletgilik Vasfi” in Milliyet, 5
November 1933, in cited from Tekeli&ilkin (2003), p.343.

107 Mahmut (Soydan). “Bagvekilin Makalesi: Firkamizin Devletgilik Vasfi” in Milliyet, 5
November 1933, in cited from Tekeli&ilkin (2003), p.343.

108 Mahmut (Soydan). “Bagvekilin Makalesi: Firkamizin Devletgilik Vasfi” in Milliyet, 5
November 1933, in citedfromTekeli&ilkin (2003), p.344.
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country or the private interests?”'% and reaches the conclusion that “(...)
seemingly what Ismet Pasha means is different from the analysis of Mahmut
Bey.” (Tekeli&ilkin, 2003: 344). Again, as we learn from the works of
Tekeli&ilkin (2003; 344); Mahmut Bey responds to this article by repeating

110

his views!'?, a summary of the articles by ismet Pasha and Mahmut Bey gets

published in Izmir Trade Post'!!, in Cumhuriyet Gazetesi of November, 9 and
Alaettin Cemil feels the necessity to summarize the article by Ismet Pasha®!?,
We will not elaborate on each of these articles so as not to divert from the
main topic, yet we should mention that the discussions regarding the issue
had reverberations in domestic and general levels and these stemmed from
the suspicions that the bourgeoisie being able to control the state mechanism.
This matter has a special significance within the political practice of Kadro
Journal. On November, 8 1933 privilege holder and author of Kadro Journal,
Yakup Kadri, sends a threateningly aggressive letter to Mahmut Bey. Yakup
Kadri uses the following statements in the letter (in cited from Tekeli&Ilkin,

2003; 578-79);

I cannot read Milliyet Gazetesi since it became an ordinary commercial
institution. The other day, some young friends who share my opinions
suggested that I read ‘“National” Newspaper in order to be informed
about the comments concerning the article by Pasha published by Kadro

109 Vala Nurettin. “Memleketi mi Yasatacagiz Hususi Menfaatleri mi?”in Hergiin, 6
November 1933, in cited fromTekeli&ilkin (2003), p.344.

110 Mahmut (Soydan), “Nasil Devletgiyiz?” in Milliyet, 9 November 1933, in cited from
Tekeli&ilkin (2003), p.344.

11 Anonymous. “CHF Devletciligi” in Izmir Ticaret Postasi, 9 November 1933, in cited
fromTekeli&Ilkin (2003), p.345.

112 Alaettin Cemil. “Basvekilimizin Kiymetli Bir Yazis1” in Cumhuriyet, 9 November 1933
in cited from Tekeli&ilkin (2003), p.346.
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Journal. (...) Those who engage in commercial activities despite their
minister status, like you, should at least know that violation in thought
and press world is an incredibly powerful weapon. For example, what
would you do if one of the Marxist youngsters: “Mahmut Bey is (...?)”
Without a doubt you would be shocked. It must be noted that the
cosmopolitics (...?) are as much indecent as internationalist (Marx) are
harmful to the national country economy.

Following these statements, Yakup Kadri uses the following statements that
remind everyone that Kadroists have the backing of Kemalist leadership
(incited from Tekeli&ilkin, 2003; 578); “(...) The works done by some of
them have the honor of being close to and appreciated by directly our great

Chief and what you are attempting to say about them is only a slander.”.

The end of this dispute means victory for Kadroists. As Yakup Kadri states
in his memoirs, the dispute abruptly comes to an end as a result of Mustafa
Kemal calling Mahmut (Soydan) Bey and ordering him to stop at once
(Karaosmanoglu, 1955: 24). We see that the issue ends in victory for Kadro
as it holds an overly confident and daring attitude against the bourgeoisie in
the later issues of the Journal. We know that there were no interventions
towards Kadroists while Mustafa Kemal calls and silences Mahmut Bey. In
the November, 1933 issue of the journal, it takes an offensive position against
Mahmut Bey, who has no possibility of defending himself, with an article
titled “Open Letter to Siirt Deputy Mahmut Bey”. In this article, Mahmut
(Soydan) Bey is accused of diverting from the CHP’s party discipline and
even as far as of committing treason. It’s important to take a look at certain

statements in the article, for example;

(...) this issue which you bring up in your daily comments and
discussions, is an issue that cannot allow such a discussion because the
article of our Prime Minister titled “The Etatism Trait of Our Party” is
not an ordinary article that everyone can disrespectfully mention or put
in daily newspaper comments on a whim: It is a DIRECTIVE (...). And
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you should also know that directives can be given or received yet they
cannot be INTERPRETED!!13

In the rest of the article, Kadroists lecture Mahmut Bey regarding the party
discipline as follows and they continue their victorious tone with ironic

references;

You could have voiced your worries and assessments over the “Etatism
Quality of Our Party (...) in person in the party. This would have been
more appropriate so as for you to be in a better position now and so as
not to allow the matter that you threw in midst of daily discussions to
be disrespectfully misused by this and that. If that were the case, either
in Hakimiyeti Milliye (National Sovereignty) columns or in party
chairs, the party staff that thinks and reacts like our Prime Minister
would naturally tirelessly try to sooth your orries and sorrows regarding
the issue of the etatism quality of our party. 114

Another significant aspect of the mentioned article of Ismet Pasha for
Kadroists is that it enables making a precise judgment concerning how
seriously the etatism policy is handled and for how long it will be continued,
meaning whether it is a temporary measure to save the day. The following
statements in the article of Ismet Pasha inform everyone that the etatism
policy is long term; “At the end of the upcoming decade, hopefully, Turkish
etatism with its works in the country and its international effects, will be
remembered as the most advanced science and the masterpiece of the etatism

in economy. !

113 Anonymous. “Siirt Meb’usu Mahmut Beyefendiye A¢ik Mektup” in Kadro, Vol. II,
Issue: 23, November 1933, p. 41.

114 Anonymous. “Siirt Meb’usu Mahmut Beyefendiye Agik Mektup” in Kadro, Vol. Il,
Issue: 23, November 1933, p. 41-42.
115 {smet Pasa. “Firkamizin Devletcilik Vasfi” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 22, p. 6.
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Kadro Journal turns these statements into a slogan immediately and presents
them to the attention of all groups of the society. The long-term nature of the
policy is presented as follows in the Journal; “The second decade of the
Republic will pass under the rule of the etatism principle. The sides of real
revolutionaries and fake revolutionaries will be decided around this principle
and only then the entire nation will begin to taste the victory of Dumlupinar
under a flag of an excited economic mobilization.”'® It is not difficult to see
that the etatism as a long term policy is quite important for the realization of
Kadroist project. After this point Kadro Journal will attempt to reveal its
project with all of its dimensions and as it is expressed in the quotation above,

it will try to determine the “sides” by taking etatism as a reference.

4.4. Discussion on a “New State” and “New Society”

After establishing that the etatism is a long-term policy, a new discussion is
brought up in Kadro Journal regarding the structure and mission of the state.
In this discussion the terminology that the Journal uses expands to include the
terms “new state” (for references of this term; Ersanli, 2003: 134) and “new
society” and the criticism done earlier using the term liberalism becomes
much tougher directly under the title of capitalist development. The leading
role of the state in the development strategy causes a discussion regarding
“ruling the society” and its legitimate methods and a direct criticism of a
social formation oriented by class interests are seen on the pages of the
journal. The emergence of the issue of ruling the society and in reality its

portrayal as an authority problem can be observed in the following paragraph;

116 Anonymous. Slogan in Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 22, October 1933, p. 17.
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High technique and great capital are the elements that determine the
nature of the social rise and faith of a modern society. Whoever uses
the high technique and accumulated capital in a modern society, rules
the society. The state which does not actively withhold the high
technique and great capital is like an unable guard that does not have
the authority to actively intervene in contradicting interests in the
country.*’

The portrayal of this authority problem is not excluded from the discussion
about capitalism and class issue. That is, the emphasis of “classless society”
that shifted to the literature on the Kadro movement points not to the current
situation but to the destination which is desired. Vedat Nedim explains this
situation in a succinct way as follows; “In countries where the center of
gravity of the economic life is private entrepreneurships, a miracle that can
prevent the existence of classes and the conflicts amongst them is yet to be

found.”118

According to Vedat Nedim; “Capitalist industrialization immediately leads to
class conflicts and disputes. Class conflicts and disputes are like the shadow
of capitalist industrialization.”*'® The protective policy adopted for
industrialization, since it allows the control of state sources for the
bourgeoisie, appears to be an element policy that actually improves the class
domination. In his same article, Vedat Nedim deals with the situation as
follows; “Individualist protective policy aims that a small group becomes
necessarily industrialized thanks to the state protection. Therefore, it causes

the emergence of classes.”'%

17 Sevket Siireyya. “Yiiriiyen Devlet” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue:25, January 1934, p. 6.

118 yVedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Yolunda Aydmlik” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 23, November
1933, p.15.

119 Vedat Nedim. “Sanayilesme Davas1” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 24, December 1933, p.17.
120 Vedat Nedim. “Sanayilesme Davas1” in Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 24, December 1933, p.18.
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As a direct example to this situation it is mentioned in an unsigned article
featured in the twenty seventh issue of the journal that the demands to limit
the production are addressed to the state representatives who meet with the
industrial bourgeoisie due to the industry program. These demands which aim
to sustain the cartel profits are regarded by the journal as follows;

The profits that are considered to be low cause these ideas of limited
production. (...) perhaps the industrialists are right with their demand
even if they are at the expense of the country being left without an
industry. Nevertheless, this demand can never be accepted for the
interest of the country.??

Based on the article of Ismet Pasha featured in the journal, Kadroists claim
that the state support and private enterprise are already interlinked and finally
the private enterprise has become unable to function without the support of
the state in a crisis. This situation will open the way for the possibility of the
state redistributing its resources differently. If the state is involved in the
economy to the extent of being able to encompass the private
entrepreneurship it can also do business instead of just protective activities.
These lines published in the journal reaches the conclusion that the state is
involved to the extent of being able to encompass the private enterprise;

It can be clearly understood from the words of the man who stands
above us all [referring to the article of Ismet Pasha] that we do not
exactly have a single private enterprise like the initiatives which were
born in the liberal economy period of Europe. All of ours survive with
the sacrifices and protection of the state. Thus, without any hesitation it
can be suggested that all of our entrepreneurships are state initiatives.
These are some who believe as follows regarding the portrayal of the
truth with this manner: ‘Not only Turkish state but all others as well
protect the private enterprise. This is the most natural task of a state.’'?2,

121 Anonymous. “Rakkamlarm Anlatti§1 Sanayi II” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 27, March
1934, p. 50.

122 yedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Yolunda Aydmlik” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 23, November

1933, p.14.
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In another article, he continues his criticism of the previously established

protectionism argument as follows;

We are not sure for how much longer it can be considered a policy for
the greater good of the state and nation unity that the state continues to
make sacrifices in favor of the entrepreneurs and against its own budget
in a time when it tries with difficulty to balance its own budget. If there
needs to be a sacrifice on the part of nation and the state in order to
build an industry in Turkey, we must make this sacrifice for the well-
being of our financial integrity and sovereignty. Nonetheless, this
should aim the benefit for the state and indirectly the nation.
Individualist protectionism policy is a policy that consumes the budget
resources of the state (...). The industrialization of Turkey means that
the national markets are attached to the national industry that is the
nationalization of the profits gone abroad due to exportation. Yet, the
individualist protectionism policy makes these profits individualistic.*?®

The key point of the issue acquires a different quality with Kadroists handling
the issue in a new different context concerning the lack of legitimization basis
for the support of state for the private enterprices. The question about the
legitimization source of the protectionism policy hangs on the air in the daily
conjuncture in many aspects according to Kadroists. One again in the words
of Vedat Nedim the Kadroist reference point of the legitimization problem

emerges as follows;

(...) the ignorance is apparent in the tendency to copy the policies of
other states without taking into consideration our national conditions.
What should we do regardless of what the other states are doing? What
sort of policy can enable the protection of higher interests of the country
and the nation?'

123 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Yolunda Aydinlik” in Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 23, November
1933, p.15.

124 Vedat Nedim. “Sanayilesme Davasr” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 24, December 1933, p.20.
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This point is principally conveyed in the opion that “Turkish state is an
institution that protects the interest of the entire Turkish nation, not those of

a group within the nation.”?®

However, it would be a mistake to regard this opinion just as the ideological
position of the bourgeoisie as this function that is undertaken by the state is
situated in an extraordinary position on the social classes’ scheme. An article
of the Kooperatif Journal (Cooperative) author, Ahmet Hamdi, featured in
Kadro Journal discusses the topic of the function of the state in a broader

context. In this article the following statements are used;

There is currently a class that is dissolved and its missions are taken
over by the state. However, this new revolution is not just about
replacing a class with the state control: just as liberalism is not about
replacing the feudalism with the bourgeoisie. The revolution that the
world is going through is replacing the olds society conditions, its view
domination and legal and economic relations and judgments with new
conditions. 1%

It is fact that even though Kadro and Kooperatif Journals are allies on the
common basis regarding the support for etatism policy they do not always
agree with each other in terms of the functions of the policy and that Ahmet
Hamdi is not inclined to Kadro radicalism. In spite of this, certain articles
featured in Kadro journal are coincidental; they are published to support the
theses of the journal. For example, a month prior to the publishing of Ahmet
Hamdi’s article, Ismail Hiizrev’s article touches upon similar points.

According to Ismail Hiisrev;

125 yedat Nedim. “Sanayilesme Davas1” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 24, December 1933, p.18.
126 Ahmet Hamdi. “Ahmet Hamdi Beyin Miihim Bir Yazis1” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 28,
April 1934, p.43.
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Establishing new socialist social relations upon rational technique will
necessarily result in the changes of the economic perception and
mentality. In today’s national economic system an individualistic and
profit-bases economy mentality is observed. All of the economic
activities are oriented in compliance with the emergence ways of this
mentality. The subjective action force of every initiative that exists or
is in the progress of being established is the principle of making profit.
Nonetheless, state industry, state economy and integral economy
understanding has an economic mentality that aims the well-being of
the entirety of the nation not necessarily prioritizing the profit making.
The motivation of economic activities is no longer the maximum profit
principle; it will be the principle to ensure the maximum development
of the production forces for the well-being of each and every citizen of
the nation.”*?’

45. Class Interests and State Sanctions: Attempts to Constitute a

Legitimate Base

It constitutes the backbone of Kadro group’s thesis to ensure the general
welfare, to increase the production and consumption and to put the role of
state in the center in terms of development process and distribution functions.
The reason of this thesis stems from the failure of the private sector, the issue
of national independence and limited resources and the problem with gradual
financing of the development. For example, the slogan in the twenty-first
issue states as follows; “National industry establishments, which require
protection from the state and sacrifice and patience from the nation, should

only be established under the control of the state.” 1?8

127 fsmail Hiisrev. “Bes Senelik Sanayi Programimin Manas1* in Kadro, Vol. II1, Issue: 27,
March 1934, p. 30.

128 Anonymous. Slogan in Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.38.
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The actual center role of the state in the use and distribution of these resources
results in decision rights regarding the areas of use as well. This brings the
principle of the distribution of resources and the legitimization of this
principle to the questioning of Kadro group. Even though the criticism of the
private, sector is not clearly put forward like the “populism”, the arguments
which do not define the basis for the legitimization of class interests for the
sake of common welfare stem from this context. We can quote a statement
which is used in the twenty-second issue of the journal as a slogan to
exemplify. The slogan which we assume to be the common opinion of the

journal authors is as follows;

The industry establishments that are made profitable with the aid of
state involvement and state budget should remain under the control of
the state and their profits should be kept by the state. As every citizen
has real capital shares in the creation of this profit even though they do
not literally own stock certificates.?®

Following the analysis of the limited resources, their taking over by the state
for “more legitimate™ state activities, their management and similar other
issues lead to the instrumentalization of that state through the conflict with
dominant classes and based on these conflicts in a way that can found the
“new society”. Now, let’s briefly take a look at the arguments of new state

and new society found in Kadro Journal in this context.

Interestingly, the article which uses the term of new state most clearly is by
Mehmet ilhan who is not a permanent author of the journal but occasionally
sends articles to it. In the article of Mehmet ilhan which he sent to the twenty
second issue of the journal and in the period following the article, the term is

used more often in the journal. The title of the article that we will quote in the

129 Anonymous. Slogan in Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 20, August 1933, p.36.
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following sentences is ‘What can be understood from the new state in
Turkey?’ According to Mehmet Ilhan; “The new state originates from the
nation, it searches for welfare means for the nation. It is not sycophancy for
any fraction or a group; it adopts as a main target to ensure the well-

functioning of the society and non-conflict among citizens.”*3

Naturally, this opinion is based on the criticism of the state structure which is
described as the liberal order in the Journal. According to Sevket Siireyya,
“Since liberal individuals take opposing positions against each other actively
and to the state theoretically, the cause of the law is nothing but the state not
intervening so that the powerful can dominate the weak.”**! It should be noted
that this opinion is classically Marxist. In addition, the arguments concerning
the historical existence of the classes, which is an issue that is at times
discussed in the journal, is not outside the Marxist scheme either. For example

the assessment of Ismail Hiisrev concerning the matter is as follows;

We cannot find any classless societies in the social systems from the
periods following the resolve of the primitive commune based on
common property and the establishment of the social differentiation up
till now. The social differentiation is the principal quality of all
societies. However, all of the social systems that ever existed in history
have had social classes and conflicts of their own. For example, we can
classify them as the slave owners in Greek and Roman societies; the
feudal lords and territory slaves in medieval times and labor and capital
today.3?

130 Mehmet iThan. “Inkilabin Anlasiimasi Yolunda: Halkin Karsisinda Biirokrat” in Kadro,
Vol. 11, Issue: 22, October 1933, p.40.

181 Sevket Siireyya. “Inkilap Hukuku” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 26, February 1934, p. 8.

132 fsmail Hiisrev. “Millet I¢inde Siif Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 25, March 1934,
p. 37.
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The section of the journal that we are analyzing is quite precise and clear
concerning the current existence of class struggle. For instance, Sevket
Siireyya leaves the following footnote regarding the struggle of powerful and

weak; “It is known that the struggle between the powerful and weak has

transformed into labor and capital in the industrial state.”*33

Parallel to this opinion, the existence of classes in Turkey is discussed as

follows;

(...) according to this departure point, let’s see the social foundation of
the Turkish society. Presumably, we cannot be considered to be a
classless nation. This type of opinion goes against the nature of property
as wherever we look in the country, we notice people groups that
differentiated from each other depending on their ranks they assume in
production and source of income. 34

In the rest of the article, ismail Hiisrev shares his final judgment. In his
opinion; “It can be understood from the social groupings in agriculture,

industry and trade fields that the nation structure of Turkey is subject to laws

seen in every liberal and individualist society.”!%

Sevket Siireyya summarizes the form of the Turkish society if its foundation

basis remains the same as follows;

(...) this development of the social labor division in our country will on
one hand lead to new production units and reconciliation fields in
agricultural and industrial production; on the other hand, it will divide
the children of Turkey into social groups based on the quality of their
relations to production and labor. In societies where labor and economic

183 Sevket Siireyya. “Inkilap Hukuku” Slogan in Kadro, Vol. II1, Issue: 26, February 1934,
p. 8.

134 fsmail Hiisrev. “Millet Ii¢inde Simif Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 26, April 1934,
p. 20.
135 {smail Hiisrev. “Millet Icinde Simf Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 26, April 1934,
p. 22.
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affairs are not planned in a social and etatist manner these social groups
are called classes. 1%

Ismail Hiisrev evaluates the point where Turkish society will end up in case
it develops without changing its present social structure in a similar manner

as follows;

The nation always contains and raises elements that can shake its
integrity at any time as potential forces within itself. Turkish nation will
no doubt end up with being divided into conflicting parts one day as a

possible result if it keeps pursuing this liberal and individualist route.
137

The suggestion of these authors who make these warnings is state having an
active position in the most serious manner. This position should not only be
perceived as the embodiment of the state institutions but also controlling the
position of the organization of production and division of dominant classes.
Discussing the issue in this way, contrary to the image of Kadro Journal in
the literature, ends its perception as an ideology journal or a defender of
development and puts it in the scheme of class conflict. Ismail Hiisrev handles

the issue as follows;

It is necessary that we take an active position towards the entire nation
unity, nation integrity in terms of current classes and classes in
formation. There is nothing else other than the state’s security forces
and state laws to fight against those who wish to utilize political actions
for individualistic and group interests. Nevertheless, what is underneath
these security forces and state laws, that is, the liberal and
individualistic development of the nation continues to develop in its
natural course. However, there needs to be a complimentary
revolutionary action along with state forces and authority, which can

136 Sevket Siireyya. “Is Kanunu Yeni Cemiyetin Temel Kanunlarindan Biridir” in Kadro,
Vol. 111, Issue: 30, June 1934, p. 5.
137 {smail Hiisrev. “Millet Icinde Simif Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 26, April 1934,

p. 22.
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unite the nation body organically and will not allow any reaction from
the left or right in the future.'®

We will discuss the appearance of the mentioned position as concrete
suggestions in the following sections. Let’s briefly mention the impact that
this position aims to create in the context the “new society”. Firstly, as we
mentioned above, the founding principle and legitimization basis of the
“active position” to be assumed must be determined. This principle based on
common interests shall be the dissolve of the objective foundations of class
domination. Of course, due to the political strategy of Kadro Journal the
dissolve of all dominant classes in socialist style is not featured in the journal.
Nonetheless, the state control over sectors having central importance that are
associated with many sectors of world economy or national economy and that
determine the route for formation development eliminates the determining
quality of the dominant classes over social development. ismail Hiisrev deals
with the basis of the dissolvation activities based on common interests and
the position of Kadro Journal as follows; “In all of our publications, we took
“national integrity” as an action and offence point. In our opinion, Turkish
nation is integral on the inside as much as it is on the outside. We consider
class and group conflicts within the society and class and group domination
whether it’s from top-down or bottom-up as backward actions that hinder
nation integrity. The dissolvation of class domination is one of the advanced
principles of national independence movement. It’s the initial and final
national interest. Therefore, the viewpoint of “Kadro” community it is “social

integrity”.” 13°

138 fsmail Hiisrev. “Millet Ii¢inde Siif Meselesi” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 26, April 1934,
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As for the “new society” that will stem from this movement, it is characterized
by the state dissolving the conflicts in an authoritarian manner and replacing

the class relations with its own organization. According to Sevket Siireyya;

(...) since the conflicts amongst individuals are actively and entirely
pushed into the background and the conflict between individuals and
the state will be virtually dissolved, the main basis of this system is the
state involvement in all social affairs. Moreover, it is not only and
involvement but it is the state managing and regulating all of these
affairs de facto. In the new regime, the theoretical and material basis of
the state authority comes from the necessity of dissolving the conflicts
within the society.4

As we explained before, it can be observed that the Journal establishes the
necessity of state authority in terms of taking over the control of other classes
and individuals and directing them towards a certain path. Let’s now take a
look at how the Journal establishes the functional basis of state authority and
field of action by quoting two statements from Sevket Siireyya. According to

Sevket Siireyya;

Since revolution, due to its significance in terms of previous events,
means the forceful connection of will and interests of certain people to
those of others, discipline, prestige and authority become obligatory
and inseparable elements in this sense. From this perspective, a
revolutionary state, above all, (...) has to be authoritarian organization
that is the natural representative for revolutionary tendencies and builds
its authority through it.24

The field of action where the state will actively use its authority is determined

as follows;

140 Sevket Siireyya. “Inkilap Hukuku” in Kadro, Vol. I1I, Issue: 26, February 1934, p. 8.
141 Sevket Siireyya. “Beynelmilel Fikir Hareketleri Arasinda Tiirk Nasyonalizmi I11: Tiirk
Nasyonalizmi (Devam ve Son)” in Kadro, Vol. I, Issue: 21, September 1933, p. 10.
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State is an organization whose mission is principally intervene in the
structure of the society and reestablish this structure without any classes
and privileged groups. As a result, within this structure, it should be
present as an organization that encompasses not only the administrative
and political but also founding, regulative, operative of large capital and
large economic functions and large capital activities.'#2

There can be no possibility to find any class conflicts among the participants

of this new structure. According to Sevket Siireyya;

In societies where labor and economy affairs are controlled under a
social and etatist plan and hence the largest production tools are
regulated by the state, the hegemon of the society are not classes.
Because, there are no interest conflicts between the labor and
production branches; furthermore, the state that is basically their
representative organization does not conflict any of their economic
interests either.1*3

It is noted that one of the social consequence of the etatism attempt is ensuring
the social justice. According to Vedat Nedim; “The state taking over the
industry branches which need state protection and the sacrifice of the nation
is not only a requirement for our national interest but also it is so for the social
justice.”** Even though this term is not sufficiently explained, articles, which
underline the increase in purchase power through the reorganization of
distribution affairs, can be qualified as the visible representation of the social

justice concept. The journal publishes a series of articles which highlight the

142 Sevket Siireyya. “Yeni Devletin Iktisadi Fonksiyonlar1” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 29,
May 1934, p. 11.

143 Sevket Siireyya. “Is Kanunu Yeni Cemiyetin Temel Kanunlarindan Biridir” in Kadro,
Vol. 111, Issue: 30, June 1934, p. 6.
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increase in economic value of the labor force on the occasion of the Labor
Law which circulate in the sub-commission of the assembly after 1932 as a
draft law and reemerges in the agenda in 1934 in a way that includes the
syndicate law as well. It should be reminded that the Labor Law draft enters
into force in 1936 in a manner that disregards the organization right of the
working class (Makal, 1999: 354). According Sevket Siireyya,

The unvalued state of the labor force is a negative economic
phenomenon which is a characteristic of former semi-colonized states
and now it should be one of our national principles to raise our national
economy in the development course to the valued level it deserves
which also includes the national technique, national capital and national
economic organization.#

More theoretically, the perception of social justice can be associated with the
changes in the context of worker and employer. In the article of Ismail Hiisrev
which he wrote for the twenty seventh issue of the journal where he comments
on the Five Year Industry Program, he points to the context changes

mentioned above. In his words;

As a result of the foundation of state industry, the form of relations
between the workers and employers will change. The state industry will
be the scene of the social relations between the state which is the
representative of the entire nation and the members of the nation who
assume tasks; it will not be relations of the employer and the employee.
(...) State industry will lead to the present system acquiring a social
appearance by giving it a populist element; it will not bring a class based
element to the populist [“Halke¢1”] order of the national economy.4®

145 Sevket Siireyya. “Is Kanunu, Cemiyetin Temel Kanunlarindan Biridir II: Kiymetsiz
“Sa’y”den Kiymetli “Sa’y”’e”, in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 31, July 1934, p. 5.

146 fsmail Hiisrev. “Bes Senelik Sanayi Programinin Manas1” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 27,
March 1934, p. 29.
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4.6. Class Interests and Representation: Problem of Intellectuals in

Kadro Journal

In this section, we will further develop the support for etatism and observe
the arguments that have the quality of direct threats via sanctions. The
arguments are formed both for the support of the connection concerning the
early republic reforms under the Kemalist leadership and against all potential
class interests which oppose the advancement route of etatism drawn by
Kadro. It is evident that in the period of the Journal with which we are dealing,
the class related context of the arguments opposing etatism are not in the other
issues. First of all, there is the categorical analysis of those who oppose
etatism. The words of Sevket Siireyya clearly put forward the position of

Kadro concerning this matter. According to Sevket Siireyya;

(...) those who oppose etatism in the new regime favor conflict and
dispute because the functions that they acquire and represent within the
society depend solely on the interest conflicts in society. Since the
dissolution of these conflicts equally means the dissolution of their
material and moral interests and missions, all of their cause that opposes
etatism includes the following:

1- State not intervening in economic affairs,

2- Onthe other hand, keeping the profits open to the exploitation of limited
groups, which should actually belong to the society, by subjecting all
state forces to the will of their own high economic interest and will.” 4/

147 Sevket Siireyya. “Inkilap Hukuku” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 26, February 1934, p. 8.
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As for the article of Vedat Nedim*8, it creates the context that Kadro will
precisely discuss. Etatism is a “principle of revolution” and those who oppose
it should be dispersed like those who opposed other principles. This context
Is strong enough to force silence upon the etatism opponents. Furthermore, it
should be noted that in the later years Recep Peker makes statements
regarding the possible criminal sanctions imposed on those who speak against

etatism and this causes great discussions in the party group.

Thus, it can be claimed that the position of Kadro complies with the radical
wing in the party. It is useful to repeat a point that we mentioned related to
the commentary on Ismet Pasha’s article on etatism; it has not been fully
clarified yet in the early 1930s with what purpose and how concretely this
principle will be implemented. That’s why there is a serious effort both in
CHP and the media towards the interpretation of the etatism principle or more
thoroughly implementing it to the class scheme without any problems. We
see that the reason why is that dominant classes cannot take an

unquestioningly dominating position over the economic order of any fraction.

When we observe the categorization of Vedat Nedim, discussions over the

etatism principles gain sense as follows;

There are those who desire to use the etatism principle of our revolution
as an object like a banana which change its taste depending on intended
purposes. Because this principle:

1-  Directly attacks the material interests of opposing groups,

2-  Isnot yet an attributed to our state policy,

3-  Necessitates a mentality system that fundamentally contradicts
the traditions and tendencies of a liberal and individualist worldview.!4°

148 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.15.
149 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.15.
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These three articles are quite significant because the content of the first article
means taking an opposing position against the bourgeoisie. It’s taken into
consideration that the etatism policy is not devised as a mere policy but as a
first step of a new system and it can be foreseen that all classes and fractions
that control the production tools — omitting the small scale production- will
be on the axis of this conflict is we remember the possible branches in the
reorganization of agricultural production. For example, Vedat Nedim
expands the discussion to almost all sectors of the economy and attaches the
group to the individual context, that is, in Aesop vernacular, the class context
as follows; “those whose private and group interests will be damaged due to
the implementation of a statist finance policy in the fields of industry and

agriculture are no doubt against the etatism principle of our revolution.”**

The concrete political emphasis of the Journal concerning the public interests
emerges this way. The concrete context of the thesis of “what matters is the
interest of the country not whether it should be state initiative or private
initiative”™® is stated as follows; “Etatism directly attacks the material
interests of the various groups.”*>? This attack is already clearly perceived by
the dominant classes who lost no time to start a battle against Kadro Journal.
The polemics that we mention on various occasions occur in this manner and

this is the meaning of the “intellectual resistance”, that is, the third article we

150 Vedat Nedim. “Devletgilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.17.

151 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Yolunda Aydmlik” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 23, November
1933, p.14.

152 \edat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.15.
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quoted above. The meaning of the second article is quite clear: the importance
of ending all discussions about etatism within the party and establishing it
within a constitutional system in order to defeat this resistance. The protection
and continuation of etatism, which will become a constitutional principle with
the pressure forces of the state, will be legitimate and efficient. Vedat Nedim

clearly states this as follows;

There are even those who go as far to dare to claim that the etatism
principle is temporary. If the understanding and criticism of the etatism
principle as a temporary tool today is not considered as a vile bigotry
like claiming that the republicanism and secularism principles are
temporary, it’s because this principle is yet to be a law.3

Below these statements, the article of Ibrahim Fazil Bey on April 13, 1933 in
Aksam Newspaper and the article of Mehmet Saffet Bey written for the fourth
issue of Varlik Journal are, so to speak, journalized as footnotes. According
to the head article featured in the twenty first issue of the journal, those who
attack the etatism principle actually direct their spite to this point as they
cannot do so to the other principles. When they achieve to abolish etatism,
they will move on to attacking other principles. We can quote the following
statements from the head article;

(...) unfortunately etatism has become a stage where those, who cannot
deny our national regime completely, can freely express their spite and
anger. (...) next thing the following will be voiced;

- Secularity is one of our national principles yet it is temporary!

- Nationalism is one of our national principles yet it is temporary!
- Republicanism is one of our national principles yet it is
temporary!

Etc. Etc.’

153 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.18.
15 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.4.
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Now let’s take a look at Vedat Nedim’s explanations on the first article. In

his opinion;

(...) a statist economic policy which prioritizes the public interests
above all will naturally have to clash with private interest groups in
many fields. For example, today the representatives of a set of low
technique industries that are built with the aid of privileges given by
industrial subsidies law, the protection of our customs tariff, protection
of our trade policy and customs and tax exemptions, unsurprisingly will
not applaud the implementation of a statist industrial policy. A national
industry in terms of a statist policy does not mean that a small group
can be reinforced at the expense of sacrifices done with the national
budget and state vaults.*>®

Vedat Nedim elaborates and finalizes his criticism as follows;

Even though the Turkish etatism is not a system that desired to control
all economic activities, it is not a capitalist protectionism that says ‘I
got your back. You can work and profit however you like’ either. Yet
today, the principle that dominates the private industrial establishments
in Turkey is only the profit calculations of the private initiators. And
the state is perceived as an institution that is obliged to take measures
for the achievement of these profits. Although the group that receives
the most protection and subsidies are the industrial groups, they never
seem content as a result of their low and backward capital, technique
and information and they always request protection. However, they do
not lean towards making commitments in exchange. A statist industrial
policy will naturally end the group policy that supports the
aforementioned conditions.t*

The route that Kadro Journal chooses to sustain this struggle is to include
etatism in the context of other revolution principles and supervise it the same

way. This issue which is systematically discussed in the Journal initially

155 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.15-16.
1% Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in

Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 21, September 1933, p. 16.
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begins as the classification of certain intellectuals as liberals — through
polemics. Nevertheless, in the period that we are going to discuss, this
criticism is qualified as directly opposing the regime and “obscurantism” and

is stated more harshly. According to Vedat Nedim;

(...) a statist policy cannot sacrifice even fifty cents to industrial
establishments which can only survive thanks to state protection, that
is, the national sacrifices —today, the most of the industrial
establishments are of this kind.” Such as protectionism policy that
works in favor of a small minority of the nation conflicts with populism
and nationalism principles of our revolution.*’

Taking a step further, it should be noted that there is a shift from the context
of the earlier issues of the journal where etatism made sense on its own to the
new context where it is associated with other revolution principles. For
instance, the following paragraph vehemently argues that the etatism

principle ought to be supported as the revolution principles;

The sycophancy and infidelity are natural obscurantism phenomena that
every revolution and advanced movement in history have faced and
always combated. Nonetheless, as much as it’s faith that this
obscurantism appears with every forward action, it is also a natural and
inevitable law and obligation of the history that every time it appears it
will be mercilessly rectified.®

This shift, along with its aspect depending on defending the revolution
principles, also brings the principles known as Kemalist principles to the
Kadroist interpretation. We can quote a comment that has become a slogan as

an example;

157 Vedat Nedim. “Devletcilik Karsisinda Ziimre Menfaati ve Miinevver Mukavemeti” in
Kadro, Vol. 11, Issue: 21, September 1933, p. 16.
1%8 Anonymous. “Kadro” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 21, September 1933, p. 4.
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The style of individualism in profit and etatism in deficit, which can be
welcome in certain countries, is in a state of conflict with populism,
etatism and nationalism principles all three of which are included in our
national principles. As a result, we consider it the original principle of
the Turkish economic nationalism to let the state have all profit and
deficit of the affairs it conducts and leave all the deficit and profit of the
non-state activities to those who conduct them.**°

4.7. Concluding Remarks

In epitome, this chapter argued characteristics of Kadro movement developed
and revised in the period between August 1933 and September 1934. In this
period, that mentioned in the chapter above, Kadro journal stated more
‘avaguard’ thesis which directly struggled with the not only Turkish
bourgeoisie’s beneficiary articulation with the state, but also the legitimacy
among the society with refered to the general interest. In this chapter, Kadro
group’s thesis about the legitimacy of etatism and nationalization is
mentioned that, in accordance with the abstract or principal arguments, Kadro
journal argued more specific and concrete proposals such as critics about®

and nationalization of the sugar industry®!, coal industry®?, cement

159 Anonymous. slogan in Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 20, August 1933, p. 42.

160 Sevket Siireyya. “Milli Iktisat plan1 ve Seker sanayimiz” in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue: 23,
November 1933, p. 6.; Sevket Siireyya. ”Seker Miitehasisinin Raporu Ne I¢in Eksiktir?” in
Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 30, June 1934, p. 42.

161 Anonymous. Slogans in Kadro, Vol. Il, Issue: 21, September 1933, p.40, p. 50.
162 Vedat Nedim. “Komiirde Devletgilik” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 25, January 1934, p. 18.
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industry®3, treadmill industry!®* and also foreign trade®®. One step further,
Kadro journal also codify advanced arguments on argirultural organization in
this period in terms of nationalization and reorganization of tobacco
farming®®®, production of small scale peasanty®’, and also make a agricultural
reformation?®®, These samples exposes the most avanguard form of etatism
which Kadro movement mentioned. At the end of this period, in paralel with
the rise of bourgeoisie, while the Kadro movement started to revaluate
omestic classes and producer’s-labourer’s rights on the national income, there

is not a coincidance that the Journal forced to be closed.

163 Vedat Nedim. “Cimento Sanayiinde Devletgilik” in Kadro, Vol. 111, Issue: 27, March
1934, pp. 21-22.

164 Anonymous. “Rakkamlarin Anlatti1 Sanayi. II1.” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 28, April
1934, p. 39.

165 Vedat Nedim. “Dis Ticarette Devletcilik” in Kadro, Vol. I1I, Issue: 26, February 1934, p.
14.; Burhan Asaf. “Planli Dig Ticaret ve Dis-Ticaret Ofisleri” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 28,
April 1934, p. 33.ve Dis-Ticaret Ofisleri”, Burhan Asaf, p.33.

166 Anonymous. “Ankara Ikinci Tiitiin Kongresi” in Kadro, Vol. III, Issue: 28, April 1934,
p. 45.

167 {smail Hiisrev. “Tiirk Koyliisiinii Topraklandirmali Fakat Nasi1?” > in Kadro, Vol. II,

Issue: 23, November 1933, pp. 38-39.

168 fsmail Hiisrev. “Tiirk Koyliisii Bir Toprak Reformu Bekliyor in Kadro, Vol. II, Issue:
21, September 1933, p. 21.
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CHAPTER V

5. CONCLUSION AND FINAL COMMENTS ON THE KADRO
MOVEMENT

The unique nature of the 1930s must be associated with the end of the uneven
and combined development format which had been pursued by Turkey since
the middle of 19" century till the end of 1920s, and which had shaped the
social formation in the country in an aggressive manner. According to Trotsky
(1978: 147);

It is false that world economy is simply a sum of national parts of one
and the same type. It is false that the specific features are ‘merely
supplementary to the general features’, like warts on a face. In reality,
the national peculiarities represent an original combination of the basic
features of the world process.

Until the 1930s, the combined development course of the social formation
had been established based on the articulation with the world economy.
Furthermore, the specific structure of the formative unity was determined
based on the conflict and connection course of various social classes and
fractions as well as the social groups that were organized/supported by the
former two (local trade bourgeois, foreign bourgeois fractions, non-Moslems,
small scale landlords and as such). Keyder (1982: 9) asserts that the economic
and political position of the early republic stemmed from the reformation of
the 19"-Century-Ottoman-Empire or, in the vernacular of the day, the
accomplishment of the structural adjustment activities and the development

of it, according to the conjuncture.
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Whereas, in the 1930s combined development was cast aside by the local
powers and the national economies oriented towards autarchy due to the Great
Depression in the 1930s that had impacted the entire world. This new
tendency of the local powers helped eliminating the “uneven” system or at
least made an effort to make it manageable. Therefore, it can be argued that
the form of the uneven and combined development in the 19th century or the
phase, if regarded more broadly, ended and a new form came to be. It can
be described as follows: The transition from a phase of combination based on
connection to an interregnum period where disintegration emanated and a

search for a new combination format began.

The main characteristics of the aforementioned period can be found in the
works of Giilalp (1987: 59) and Polanyi (2011: 66). In the first section of
Gilalp’s work, it can be deduced that the crisis of 1929 had led to a crisis in
the government system and the state itself as it disturbed the relations between
the social classes and the world economy in Turkey or even Latin America
(1987: 23). The most significant inflection point of the said disintegration for
both Turkey and the other members of the world system had been the decision
of the UK to abandon the gold standard (Polanyi, 2013: 66). The fact that the
UK had abandoned the system would mean that the very hegemon of the
system deemed it unsustainable, which evidently would have a world scale
impact. This occurrence is further explained in the Kadro Journal. If we
continue with the same example, it can be seen that the USA had continued
to stay in the system for a certain period after the withdrawal of the UK. This
action of the USA can be interpreted as an attempt at an easy victory by the
new candidate for hegemony of the system. However, the USA would fail at
its attempts in the 1930s. It would have to wait till the end of the WWII to
completely replace the UK as the hegemon of the system. This demonstrates

that the rupture had political and economic consequences in both national and
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international level and, maybe most importantly, that it had a certain logical

course.

Giilalp (1987: 24) points out a broader argument about the political context
of the mentioned rupture by stating that before the change in governing
authority, the former switches to the change that defines the new period, yet
the implementation is executed by the new authority. As an example of this
event, the overturn of the oligarchy in Latin America by populist regimes is
presented (Giilalp, 1987: 24). Usually this process becomes evident on the
world scale by the bourgeois from losing power in the governing authority
and is rendered visible by the decrease in the trade volume between the center
and the periphery countries. This situation can be regarded as the loss of
hegemon by the ruling, block and the ensuing crisis in the government,
inaccordance with the terminology used by Nicos Poulantzas (2014: 158). In
the context of Turkey, it can be asserted that the crisis of 1929 had the same
impact on the leadership of the trade bourgeois. According to Trotsky (1978:
154); “The political superstructure (...) has its own dialectic, which
intervenes imperiously in the process of world economy, but does not abolist
its deep-going laws.” In this case, it is to be anticipated that the regime
changes into a populist party similar to the example of SCF. Nevertheless,
since the industrial bourgeois was still developing and the large scale
landlords did not have the political advantages of an oligarchic construct, the

regime was taken over by an authoritarian one instead of a populist regime.

Due to the specific creation of this state format, the capitalist state is
dependent on the unity between the ruling social classes and fractions
(Poulantzas, 2014: 48). This alliance, especially the political, economic and
ideological policies and activities of the government, are required to
specifically satisfy the current needs of the alliance between the ruling

classes. In general, it is supposed to acquire the support or the consent of the
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classes excluded from this mentioned alliance and to ensure the overall

features and interests of the capital.

In this sense, a fundamental change in the economic policies of the
government exists in the same axis as the structure of the ruling bloc and a
gradual fundamental change in the structure of the state itself. The
interpretation of this change within the present class conflicts presents itself
as a system problem, as well. Thus, an outside adaptation of a certain
economic development technique (in the context of an accumulation model
and accumulation regime) (Jessop, 2008: 411) becomes a reckoning with the
old order and a “system problem”; plus, induces new potentials and burdens

in terms of class strategies and power relation combinations.

This system problem is not an issue locked on the new economic role of the
government as a result of the economic evaluation of etatism and Kadroism
(Boratav, 2006: 161; Kurug, 1987: 125; Baskaya, 2004: 123). The real issue
concerns how this new system can organize the consensus amongst the
current classes in a manner that it can support the new economic role of the
government and economic development. It is a political matter that deals with
the fundamental organization and structure of the state. If the political aspect
of the problem is disregarded, one can easily fall into the same error as
Boratav (2006: 143) and reduce the existence of the whole problem to the
crisis of 1929. Nonetheless, Boratav also produces an implicit political
problem; he presents arguments against the attempt to level etatism to
socialism in the context of 1970s. The position of Boratav can be defined as
attributing specificity merely to the economic perspective in order not to level

etatism to socialism.

Neardisappearance of the conditions for the rejuvenation of the economic
power of the commercial bourgeois which had been the hegemon of the ruling
block before 1929 and the unlikelihood of its regaining power in the near

future gave birth to a “deficient” ruling bloc in the Turkey of 1930s. This
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deficiency can be occupied either the old hegemon or a fraction that has a
long-term accumulation model and a politicized accumulation strategy with
supportive qualities -in the case of Latin America shows that becoming

populist is advantageous for this fraction (Giilalp, 1987: 12)

The fractions of the capital not included by the trade cannot fill the said
deficiency, yet in general, the capital is not inclined toentrust the social
governing authority to classes that can afford to cut ties with the market such
as the agricultural class, in the first place. In this case, the transition of the
political authority to a developmental paradigm enabled this system problem
to be managed as a “prolonged lack of conflict” state. This situation is in favor
of the industrial bourgeois whereas it criticizes the commercial bourgeois to
a certain extent. The aforementioned state can be called a temporary “artificial
balance”. The temporary nature isn’t caused by the artificiality but by the fact
that the relations between the hegemonic powers would evidently be formed
yet again after an instance. Under these conditions, the dominant classes

choose to continue the state of none-conflict till a certain instance.

The characteristics of the said “prolonged lack of conflict” can be listed as

follows:

a)  Development of the industrial bourgeois,

b)  State managing the intermediate goods and transportation investments,

c)  Smaller yet more effective reconstruction of the trade bourgeois,

d)  State subsidies and increase in factories in favor of the large scale
landlords who produce for the market,

e)  Creation of a serious political control by the state against the landlords

and workers (two unique sources for the surplus value transfer).

If the state can be reconstructed through a “etatist” economic model,

industrialization seems possible with the aid of consensus and interests of
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domestic classes (prolonged lack of conflict state). However, accumulation
strategy, which had lost its economic strength, and, whose accumulation
model suffers crisis, enables the commercial bourgeois, who lost political
support, to be more active in the ideological apparatuses (especially the press)
and demonstrates resistance enough to sustain its social presence even though
it cannot make its own thesis known. Especially the Tiirkiye Is Bankas:
entourage had the advantage to turn the commecial capital into an
accumulation model based on manufacture, that is, the changes in the system
had been quite cautious and gradual due to reasons such as the ability to adapt
to the new system and the benefits acquired by the finance capital, as well.

As the Kadroists put, it was an “opportunity lost™.

Because the trade capital has enough influence on the political and ideological
instances to prevent the full social control of the government and the interests
of the feeble industrial capital, even if this power to influence does not stretch
enough to become the hegemon itself. Despite the fact that it cannot dominate
these instances with its influence like it used to, it still withholds sufficient
power to veto the decisions or have them implemented under its own
supervision. To sum up, it can be argued that the trade capital is not strong
enough to impose its accumulation model yet it is still organized and efficient
enough to fight the tendencies that categorically go against the capital or can
remove the production conditions in practice once again. It can be pointed
out that similar to the way that the etatism of the dominant classes imposed
the political superstructure of the state of prolonged lack of conflict; the
etatism of Kadroists envisaged such a state till an instance wherethe

resolution of conflicts could no longer be postponed.

The difference is that the ruling classes suggested the prolongation of the non-
conflict state till a new hegemon appeared, which was seen as the natural
resolution while they naturally predicted that at the next instance the issues
would be concluded in favor of the capital. It can also be claimed that they
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had justified political grounds to support this prediction. For instance, they
were assured that Celal Bayar would be the Minister of Economy and at each
stage of etatism -particularly at the Etibank-Siimerbank process (Boratav,
2006: 264, 280) - the institutions founded by the state would be transferred to
the private capital.

As for Kadro movement, the resolution at the last instance is ostensibly
recondite. It seems that the Kadro is open to a soft transition to socialism, but
it has no arguments that can stand against a governance take-over of a strong
and modern industrial bourgeois. This constitutes the recondite aspect of
staffing. It can also be asserted that which of the two they would be inclined
to choose cannot be inferred from their political practice because the
possibilities such as the aforementioned constrictions of the practices and the

“secret agenda” does not allow the chances of a clear choice.

In spite of this, the insistence to keep the economic power within the
government, the emphasis on the weakness and the primitiveness of the
industry, the belief and enthusiasm for the creation of a modern and
progressive industry with the help of the Soviet Union through planning,
gives the impression that they focused on the possibility of a soft and
technocratic transition that is notdependent on “class conflict”. This specific
organization of economic field, outstretching even towards agricultural
production, suggestion of cooperatives and state farms seem to support the
mentioned argument, as well. Perhaps they do not have a secret agenda yet
they do not seem to oppose to the idea of state controlling all tools of
production, either. Does this passive affirmation make the Kadroists

socialists?

In order to decide for certain whether the Kadroists were socialists or not, first
one must have an idea of the different types of socialism. Where would the
Kadroists be in the range of the classic division of the supporters of the

primitive communal society, utopian socialists, scientific socialists, socialists
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of the chair, various syndicate movements and those who actively try to

eventually construct socialism, i.e., the militant socialists?

Dr. Kivileimli (2007a: 284) puts forward that the fact that the Turkish society
comes from an egalitarian construct and that it had social constructions that
can almost be considered primitively communist did not suffice to make it
into a socialist society. When the overall state of the society is taken into
consideration, it is highly doubtful that there would be an opposition to a soft
transition to socialism as long as basic needs are satisfied and there would not
be too much conflict with the constructions that have social-ideological
context (e.g. religious organizations, family etc.). Nonetheless, these masses
do not easily accede to be involved in an active political practice for the
construction of real socialism. This situation does not constitute a sufficient
reason for them to be considered as a part of the socialist camp in terms of

current politics.

When the same assessment is applied to Kadro movement, it is evident that
the political practices are not included in a socialist program. Kadroismis not
mainly concerned by the working masses. But by proxy of etatism and
nationalism, the masses come closer to the matter of its concern. The
ideological call of Kadro movement is not directly oriented towards the
masses, either. This call is addressed to the government rankings and
bureaucratic elite, and it encompasses the general principles and setup for the
design, construction and implementation of a populism format that can reach

the masses.

The role of Kadroism within the class wars is clearly against the “Lumpen-
bourgeoisie” (Baran, 1974: 332; Frank, 1995: 14-15) and the commercial
bourgeois which lost its hegemonic position. Moreover, it proposes a model
to the detriment of the trade bourgeois for the redistribution of the state
resources. Thus, Kadroism movement assumes the role of the political

spokesperson for the industrial bourgeoisie that already exists or will do so.
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On the other hand, state holding the production tools forms the objective basis
of the transition to socialism. At this instance, the question acutely persists:
Is there an implicit socialism ideal within the political practice of Kadro
movement? If it is indeed implicit then what sort of objective impact did this
ideal have on the political practice?

Kadro movement should be considered as a political practice. Kadro Journal
presents itself as the ideological body of the said practice. This is clearly
stated by Sevket Siireyya when he defines the Kadro Journal: “Kadro is a
journal of ideology” (Aydemir, 1959: 479). It may not be another [ttihatcilik
(Unionist Movement) yet it is a serious political practice that withholds the
reckonings of the early republic. This can also be observed in the criticism
directed towards Kadro; Kadro is not a collection of various views and
suggestions like its contemporaries. It is a journal that is organized in a well-
disciplined manner around a common view and that approaches the governing
authority in a “dangerous” way. On the other hand, Kadro movement
demonstrates a semi-formal quality. The systematic connection effort of the
authority of the government and the sovereign fields of the state with Kadro
Journal and the fact that it situates itself as a party amidst the political
advances on the national and international scale, makes it connected with the
authority as much as possible. More importantly, this movement figures that
it can rightfully use the authority and makes an effort accordingly. This
situation can be observed through the polemics that it provokes since its very
first issues. It’s even possible to see from the press of the time that they were
seriously criticized for claiming the title of the sole protector of the etatism,
revolution itself and its principles against the said polemics and looking down

on everyone else as well as judging other intellectual groups.

Evaluating Kadro movement as a political practice, it can be concluded that
instead of reciting the views of the government like a typical ideological

party, it expresses its own unique aims, which shows its unigueness, the
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sources of its thoughts and the horizon of its improvement. For example, in
the novel titled Ankara of the author Yakup Kadri Karaosmanoglu (2001), a
serious Kadroist utopia that distinguishes itself from the objective aims of the
class domination and even goes as far as clashing with them, can be seen.
This finding can be exemplified through how Kadro Movement lost a great
proportion of its field of activity and eventually dissolved after the 1933-34s
when national and international political and economic conjuncture strongly
established the class domination in Turkey and the beginning of the end of

the world-wide economic crisis emerged.

One of the most interesting aspects of the issue is how it was possible for
Kadro Movementto get its share of authority; to develop daring designs in
numerous fields varying from the technical and social organization of the
production to the reformation of the circulation and division relations;
international exchange of goods; reorganization of the state institutions;
organization of the youth and the problems of ideological formation. Plus,
the fact that it even offered alternatives that can change the social sovereignty
scheme and the property structure. If we take into consideration the socialist
movements of the truce period and the development of the same traditions till
the mid-1920s, especially in the examples of TICSF (Tungay, 1978: 323-24;
Tuncay, 1978: 337; Tuncay, 1982: 91, 144; Tuncay, 1992b: 32) and TKP
(Akbulut&Tuncay, 2013a: 54-55, 81, 305; Deymer, 1975: 289-291) it can be
deducted that they proposed ideas on the same line as the suggestions of
Kadro Journal. Also keeping in mind that a considerable number of Kadro
journalists were involved in the said political organizations, it will not come
as a shock to see the different variations of these arguments in the issues of
Kadro Journal. The main intriguing point is that even though the socialist
arguments that were trending for a while during the truce period were
gradually cast aside from the main trend arguments and there had been

proceedings against the socialist organizations, how it was possible for Kadro
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journalists who were identified by numerous authors contributing to the
Kadro literature with similar arguments (as mentioned in the part of literature

rewiev) to infiltrate and get accepted in the political governing party.

In this phenomenon, the personal traits of Kadro journalists, i.e., technical
expertise; intellectual formation; tendencies and personal connections have
an important role, yet the crucial matter must be sought in a more structural
level. An analogy can be made with the socialist thought that emerged and
got well-accepted in the constitutional monarchy period when a new
formative union was trying to be built or the socialist movements that came
to the fore along with the emergence of the possibility of disintegration of the
social formation during the truce period. Similar to these examples, Kadro
Movement obtained itself a seatin the political arena due to the gap created in
the class domination organization following the crisis of 1920 and SCF
Movements (Kogak, 2006: 593; Emrence, 2014: 33-34). Similarly, the
socialist movements in the constitutional monarchy period were rectified
along with a new model of bourgeois dictatorship as a result of the change in
the demographic quality of the Empire and ensuing new political reproduction

system or formative union in suite of the Balkan Wars.

Furthermore, the socialist movements of the truce period were clearly
beginning to be rectified with the invitation for the Ankara Government to
attend the London Conference that was expected to gather on February, 1929
and the emergence of the possibility of a legitimate connection with the world
political system. As for the communist activities during the early republic
days, it was mentioned earlier that it took a blow in the aftermath of the
evolution of the legal bourgeoisie authority to a bourgeoisie dictatorship and
that its field of activity had narrowed remarkably. Parallel to the
aforementioned three processes, KadroMovement emerged and was well-
received during the crisis of the state and the social formation, however, after
1933 its recommendations were rectified on the grounds that they were
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ineffective andeven dangerous in prior to Turkey becoming a part of the new

world order.

When the general traits of the Kadro Journal are evaluated, contrary to the
literature, the Kadro Movement does not seem to aim to form an ideology and
to create the Kemalism ideology. Historically, it can be observed that the
figures who created and developed the Kemalism ideology are Peker,
Tengirsek and even though they are not as prominent, Bozkurt and Ertem
(2013), and even people such as Safa (1995) whose relations with the regime
are more evident. It can be claimed that the Kemalist remarks as a Kadro
movement variation emerged at a later stage after 1960. In this sense, it would
not be accurate to assume that Kadro Journal invented a main Kemalism
movement for its period. This is related to what extent it adopted this mission
rather than its failure. The discussions on the literature written about Kadro
Movement draw the conclusion that main axis of the Kadro Journal is to form
the Kemalism ideology when they take into considerationthe issue of the
article in the journal, the booklet titled /nkilap ve Kadro by Sevket Siireyya
and certain emphasis point there of. Yet again, with a hasty judgment,
Kemalism is associated with its contemporary movements such as Nazism
and fascism and it is criticized on that basis. These mentioned views tend to
have solid points regarding authoritarianism and political arena, yet it can be
argued that they misjudge the class domination and world economic
conjuncture and they lead to a problematic judgment concerning ideology. In
spite of everything, the fact that Kadro Movement is a sort of political power
orientation is briefly mentioned in the literature in the context of elitism and
intellectual activities etc. (Especially in Tekeli& ilkin, 2003: 485-486).

According to the analysis of the author, it is quite problematic to simply
qualify Kadro Journal as an ideology journal. When the topics and content
of the articles in the journal are compared, it can be clearly seen that there are

only several parts that directly deal with Kemalist ideology. A bigger
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proportion of the articles mentioned are dedicated to the research for “Turkish
Revolution”. However, the interesting point is that the “Kemalist reforms”

which were regarded as a main

trend related to the Turkish Revolution, are hardly present in the journal.
Their presence is often limited to the mention of their names. Therefore,
concepts such as westernization or modernism are either absent or merely
featured in the critique of Reformation Period. Nevertheless, journal’s main
content, both quality and quantity wise, comprises of the reorganization of
the rural production, resolution of the developments in the world political and
economic conjuncture, the parts where solid suggestions for the industry and
real production fields are offered.

Kadro journal mainly deals with solid suggestions concerning production,
circulation and distribution; search for political connection and polemics. As
a result, it can be deducted that Kadro Journal sets its basis on the search for
a new economic system and political institutions. It seeks to solidly organize
the youth around a certain ideology within the scope of the said institutions;
however, it always puts the emphasis on the “material organization”. Inter
alia, considering the fact that the journal makes no effort for the retrospective
study, explanation and grounding of revolutions, as well as only featuring it
in the context of the critique of the 1920s, it is evident that it deals with the
“third-world” or anti-imperialist ideology not because of aiding Kemalism
directly but because it aims to realize its own solid suggestions through the
connection with Kemalist Leadership. This ideology is important apart from
the class power of Kemalism and is a fundamental part of the political practice
of Kadro Movement.

In order to assess political and ideological phenomena in terms of society, the
fundamental arguments of a Prussian military theoretician and general, Carl
von Clausewitz must be elaborated and raised to a new dimension. On an

argument which attracted Lenin’s and Engel’s attention (Clausewitz, 1975:
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15), Clausewitz (1975: 67) concludes that war is a continuation of politics
through different tools in order to surrend the enemy’s will (1975: 44). There
have been many analyses based on this argument ranging from the struggle
of imperialist interests on the international platform to the tasks of the
revolutionary party of the working class. Further continuing the argument,
Clauswitz asserts that the war is directed towards suppressing the will of the
opposite party, and goes on to explaining the psychological and strategic
elements of the said suppression. The argument of this paper will broaden the
matter without prejudice to the Hegelian structure behind the definition
above: Ideological and political phenomena are formed with the aim of
suppressing the will of the “enemy”, building alliances and resisting.
According to Poulantzas (1982: 41); political practice is defined as; (...) the
sense of transformation of a definite object (raw material), resulting in the
production of the something new (the product) which often constitutes, or at
the very least can constitute, a break with the given elements of the object.
What is the specisifity of political practice in this respect? Its specific object
is the ‘present moment’ (as Lenin said), i.e. the nodal point where the
contradictions of the various levels of a formation are condensed in the
complex relations governed by over-determination and by their dislocation
and uneven development. This present moment is therefore a conjuncture, the
strategic point where the various contradictions fuse in so far as they reflect
the articulation specifying a structure in a dominance.

The ideology and the political practice of the Kadro Movement must also be
mentioned in scope of these terms. In the mentioned context, it is possible to
deduce that ideological and political formations have the following

characteristics:

1) They take over the will (of the group, class, fraction, individual),

i) They reproduce the said will as a means of authority,
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i) They provide guidance in the process of rupture from the authority
and transition to new authority forms,
iv) They reform the already existing authority composition and its

elements.

As for the Kadro Movement, it can be observed that they seek the systematic
development and reproduction of the connection with the Kemalist
leadership; providing the subjection of the people to the political system
within the scope of the participation and mass politics (authoritarianism,
youth organization, People’s Houses) and mass ideology (development, anti-
imperialism, particularism) as well as reproduction. Furthermore, it can be
concluded that they tended to criticize the dominant classes, primarily, the
trade bourgeoisie and the landlords and pursue a policy oriented to the support

of other classes for the dissolution of the former.

For instance, in the earlier issues of Kadro Journal there is sympathy towards
small scale production and it increasingly highlightsthe state which organizes
the small scale production (and the gradual damping) as opposed tothe traders
and high profit national industry. Yet again, in the articles of Sevket Siireyya,
the undertones vary between ideology and demagogy. It is evident that the
said articles seek an economic populismsuch as the improvement of welfare
and consummation in favor of the workers and peasants, syndical rights and
increase in real salaries (revaluation of the labor). Nevertheless, one question
remains to be of importance: how to associate Kadro Journal’s claim of

“classless society or society without opposition” with our evaluation?

It is a given that social formations exist and get developed through class
conflicts. When Kadro Journal claimed that there were no classes in Turkey,
it received an angry feedback from all the Marxists of the time in Turkey. In
a modern world, especially in a country connectedtocapitalism, claiming the
absence of classes was considered to be either stupid or due to malicious

intentions (ideology). It is particularly unimaginable as Dr. Kivileimli
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(2007b: 103) states that Turkey had been a society with classes since it entered

the trade and mine colonies of Summerians.

The position of Kadroists and the socialists in this discussion, on its most
vague aspect, focuses on the theoretical framework of support for the class
concept. It’s impossible for a Marxist to accept the premise of no classes in
a society. Naturally, they would consider such arguments as items produced
to feed the bourgeoisie ideology in order to block the efforts of the working
class. All in all, the position of the Marxists against Kadro is a political one
(Dr. Hikmet, S. Hiisnii) and of course it is a position that claims the leadership
of the worker class’ political endeavor. Up until here, all seem to make sense.
The real problem occurs when Kadroists dispute with the bourgeoisie, as well.
If Kadro supports the ideology of the bourgeoisie like the Marxists claim,

why would it dispute with the bourgeois press?

Initially, it must be established that bourgeoisie is not a monolith and that it
is comprised of many layers (Poulantzas, 2014: 93-94). Moreover, it must be
noted that when these layers become fractions, it is possible that severe
disputes, quantity and quality wise, amongst the layers of bourgeois break
out. (Poulantzas deals with this issue in almost all of his work after his
doctorate dissertation). Therefore, speaking of class struggles, it must be
underlined that there are class struggles amongst both the working class and
the bourgeoisie, and the different fractions of the bourgeoisie and certain
sections of the classes which provide agricultural production (sharecroppers,

feudal lords, ploughmen, small scale farmers, pawn brokers, mediators etc.).

Thus, instead of narrowly assessing the concept of class struggle as a mere
conflict between the working class and the capital, it should be considered as
the foundation of the political, economic and ideological relations which
influence all levels of the social formation. The reflections of this foundation
become regular during the polarization of the dominant and auxiliary

conflicts. From this perspective, statement of Kardo Journal that “there are no
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classes in Turkey” or “they haven’t been developed” must be politically
examined. First, Kadroists are under the obligation to accept this statement as
a pre-condition because of their relations with the Kemalist party. This pre-

condition includes three conditions and a direct conclusion.

The political practice of Kadroists being dependent on the state results in the
obligation of non-dispute with the CHF for the use of the state power.
However, this does not mean that Kadroists approve of every policy and
politician of CHF without an exception. Quite the contrary, they disapprove
and try to criticize whilst avoiding specific targeting; yet the public non-

dispute state is diligently sustained.

The first condition of this was to ensure that the advantage thanks to the non-
dispute with the party leader, Mustafa Kemal would be guaranteed at all
events. The only way to achieve this is to unconditionally approve and accept
all direct policies and executions that are attributed to Kemal Pasha himself.
These include the Kemalist reforms, Kemalist historical disquisitions, various
mythoi formed concerning the Turkish Independence War and the one-man
regime. The second condition is to seek alliance with the political leaders who
are still active at the top of the regime. The primary of the said leaders is Ismet
Pasha. The adoption of the term “etatism” which is often used by Kadro is a
reference to this power relation. Plus, an unlikely alliance with Recep Peker
is observed; it is possible to see that they are always open to an alliance in
Tasarruf ve Iktisat Cemiyeti Press (Savings and Economics Society Press), in
the opposition to SCF, in the support for the idea of a uniformed
youthorganization, in the pres activities of the journal, in “La Turquie

Kemaliste” and finally in the support for the People’s Houses.

This openness to an alliance stems from the fact that Peker was one of the
closest to Ismet Pasha; not because Kadroists approved Peker’s opinions and
actions -e.g. the course books of Peker for the revolution history largely

conflict with Kadro’s way of thinking. Furthermore, certain connections were
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made between Kadroists and Peker that can be examined in Aydemir (1959:
479), Karaosmaoglu (1968: 112), Tor (1976: 130).

Another point to be made is that Recep Peker was for the radical interventions
against the “anti-revolutionaries” or in other words him being the lead of the
radicals. The disagreement between the Kadroists and Recep Peker is a
political division. As Peker occupied a sufficiently strong position, he did not
wish to allow Kadroists near him lest they might be rivals for his position due
to their intellectual capacity. His encouragement for the release of the Ulkii
(Ideal) Journal, his oppositions during the initial establishment phases of
Kadro Journal, his reaction to the “three rings story” and his criticism against
Tasarruf ve Iktisat Cemiyeti Press under the guise of reformation according

to party principles all point the direction of the aforementioned argument.

Kadroists started getting closer to Dr. Resit Galip, who is an old SCF member
(Naskali, 2015: 22), when the alliance with Recep Peker became difficult and
the relations started causing trouble. The basis of this alliance actually begins
with the famous conference given by Sevket Siireyya at the Tiirk Ocaklart
(Turkish Hearths) which was later published with the title /nkilap ve Kadro
(Revolution and Kadro). Following the said conference, compliments were
paid by R. Galip who is a notable member of the Tiirk Ocaklari. Sevket
Stireyya, (1959: 481), criticizes Hamdullah Suphi who is the chairman of
Tiirk Ocaklart which was later to be dissolved. It can be stated that Hamdullah
Suphi also had a type of criticism and political projecy against liberalism in
that manner such as corporatism, Jessop (2008: 191) argued as political and
ideological critic of capitalism. During this process, Sevket Siireyya supports
the forced dissolution of Tiirk Ocaklart and them being transformed into

People’s Houses (1931) and took the side of Recep Peker and Resit Galip.

The search for an alliance yielded its first fruit when Dr. Resit Galip, against
Zeki Velidi Togan, defended the theory of the mass migration from central

Asia, which is also supported by Atatiirk, at the First Turkish History
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Congress (2-11 July 1932). This position made an impression on Kadro
Journal and R. Galip received support. Z. Velidi who claimed that this theory

was nonsense had to flee to Australia in 1932, anyways.

The second phase of the alliance takes place by reason of the Dariilfiinun
reform (1933) (Ottoman University Reform) which was led by the Minister
of Education, Resit Galip. Sevket Siireyya had already been arguing in both
Kadro Journal and Hakimiyet- Milliye Newspaper with the Dariilfiinun
professors for a while, (e.g. A. Ahmet and 1. Fazil, I. Hakki) and was of the
opinion that Dariilfiinun could not keep up with the revolution, became
obsolete and eventually expired. This issue led to an active and ideological
alliance due to the reform project of Dr. Resit Galip. Kadroists were deeply
touched by the untimely death of Dr. Resit Galip. They dedicated a large
section to him and his actions on the issue of March, 1934 and confessed their

commitment to his ideals.

Secondly, Kadroists copied the argument that there were no classes in Turkey,
on the condition that it was not defined under the term “being classless” —the
rejection of this term results in excommunication from the Kemalist camp-
from their studies in the 1920s, communist publications and mainly from the
position of the USSR and The Third International (Harris, 2002: 43; Tungay,
1992hb: 130).

The main reference in this chapter is the position taken by Aydinlik during
and immediately after the Independence War. Actually, it is possible to find
the same position in the works of Gramsci, as well. In his article titled “War
in the Colonies” published in the issue of 7 June 1919 of L’Ordine Nuovo,
Gramsci states that (Forgacs, 2010: 137):

[...] Turkey which has risen with prestige from the defeat that it
suffered sets an example for the world. At the eyes of millions of people
an Anatolian shepherd is more precious than a cotton manufacturer in
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Manchester; Sultan is a rescue flare that shines brighter than a ship-
owner from Liverpool.

It is possible to talk about a continuation within the themes here, yet the
change in the position of Komitern (Tuncay, 1992b: 41) in the second half of
the 1920s took effect, the focus of the emphasishad changed, and it caused a
fundamental political rupture (Tungay, 2013a: 188-89). Moreover, there is a
certain form that the international political conjuncture brought upon the
perspective of Soviet Union concerning Turkey. This form also offered a

relational authonomy for the early republic state.

The third pre-condition is an empirical level where Kadroists set the
foundations for the classless society and the issue regarding the alliance with
Kemalism. As mentioned before, in his memoirs, Sevket Siireyya touches on
the poverty in Anatolia and the inmates in prisons at length (Aydemir, 1959:
432). This empirical data states that it’s fair and legitimate for the Kemalist
camp —the modernists- to work. In this statement, there is an implicit
empirical-criticism of the communist movement, as well. There is a clash
between this empirical level and the decision of Komitern concerning

“becoming bolshevist”. The following quotation can be used to explain this

situation (Laclau& Mouffe, 2001: 61):

Communist discourse itself became increasingly dominated by the
hegemonic character which every political initiative acquired in the new
historical terrain of the imperialist era. As a result, however, it tended
to oscillate in a contradictory manner between what we have called a
democratic and an authoritarian practice of hegemony. In the 1920s
economist stagism was everywhere in command, and as the prospect of
revolution receded the class lines grew still more rigid. Since the
European revolution was conceived purely in terms of working-class
centrality, and since the Communist parties represented the 'historical
interests' of the working class, the sole function of these parties was t6
maintain the revolutionary consciousness of the proletariat in
opposition to the integrationist tendencies of social democracy. In
periods of ‘relative stabilization’, therefore, it was necessary to
strengthen the class barrier with even greater intransigence. Hence, the
slogan launched in 1924 for the Bolshevization of the Communist
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parties. Zinoviev explained it as follows: 'Bolshevization means a firm
will to struggle for the hegemony of the proletariat, it means a
passionate hatred for the bourgeoisie, for the counter-revolutionary
leaders of social democracy, for centrism and the centrists, for the semi-
centrists and the pacifists, for all the miscarriages of bourgeois ideology
... Bolshevization is Marxism in action; it is dedication to the idea of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, to the idea of Leninism.’

The confusion that this development provoked in Turkey takes a reactionary

form and leads to the dissolution of the party (Tuncay, 1992b: 49):

Vedat Nedim who attends a party conference on May, 1926 in Vienna,
is appointed as the director of TKP on the spot. After this congress, the
fragmentation process within TKP begins. There had been
disagreements concerning whether the leftist activities in Turkey should
be executed in the way that Komitern desires or in a way that takes into
consideration the condition of the country itself; on top of this, the
personal dispute between Sefik Hiisnii and Vedat Nedim breaks out.
“The main reason of the dispute between the two was the fact that Serif
Hiisnii’s letters from abroad to Vedat Nedim insisted as an order of
Komitern that the tramway workers and as such would be made to go
on strikes.

Yet, Vedat Nedim resisted this request on the grounds that the conditions of
the time were not suitable. (Yildiz, 2011 :79-80). According to Sayilgan
(1972: 196);

TKP entourage already had a positive attitude towards the Ankara
government that had amicable relations with the Soviets [...]
therelatively more active strategy that Komitern wanted TKP to pursue
and the way put forward by the group led by Vedat Nedim and Sevket
Siireyya, which stipulated the “realities of the country” conflicted.
Sevket Siireyya explains those days as follows: “(...) Komitern grossly
intervened in our actions. This was a hazardous and unperceptive
interruption that failed to understand the national movement and the
historical responsibilities of the intellectuals... One of the first to
oppose to this approach of Komintern was TKP.
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The situation that stemmed from the said development axis as a direct
consequence is Kadroists switching to the Kemalist ranks and Kemalist
adopting the position of the “classless society” notion, whatever it entails
politically and ideologically. (In other words: “objective spy” position). As
the Marxists of the time rightfully claimed, this position is a principle
designed by the Kemalist dictatorship for eliminating the political
organization of the working classes and an ideology that is founded on the

“nationalism” aspect of the said principle.

As a result of the first chapter; because of their private relations with
Kemalists, Kadroists wholeheartedly accept the Kemalist “classless society”
concept including its entire political structure — the exploitation of the
working class, oppression of the rural classes etc. Our political analysis
regarding this matter, quite clearly comes to this conclusion. The
contemporary Marxists of Kadroists build their criticism towards Kadroists,

based on this truth, as well.

The guarantee and sustainability of this relationship is a political practice for
Kadroists. Nevertheless, the tools of this political practice may not be
included in the political practice of Kadroism. It can become the auxiliary and
instrumental variations. For example, defending the political thesis of Dr.
Resit Galip is only significant for Kadro in order to continue the political
angle theme. This phenomenon does not need to be deducted from the
adventures of Sevket Siireyya for Turan movement (Aydemir, 1959: 167-171)
since Kadro is not an individual journal as such. It has a neat policy. If the
text concerning the first Tiirk Tarih Kongresi is examined, it can be observed
that the initiative of Dr. Resit Galip is fervently supported yet the content is a
little disregarded. Therefore, the scope of the political practice of Kadroism
leaves out the historical thesis whilst it aims for “closing the ranks”, so to
speak. As a principle, they aspire not to contradict any position supported by
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M. Kemal and even to be fanatics of such positions if possible. Otherwise,
Kadro does not attempt to fundamentally invent a historical thesis. Personally
the author does not consider that the Turkish Historical Thesis held any
essential meaning for Kadro movement. Even if such a case is possible, it
only becomes significant in terms of a rupture from a Europe-oriented

historical conceptionto support their own thesis.

To conclude, 1n this thesis Kadro movement evaluated as an political practice
which had been formed around an economical model and actual political
conjuncture of the early republican era in Turkey. This political practice
focuses on the state-centered program (etatism) to transform economical
structure of Turkey in exactly under titles of state owned industry, state
organized and owned argricultural production, state controlled foreign trade,
state control on prices and redistribution function, and economical institutions
shaped in accordance with this program such as Ministry of Economy,
Planning Chamber, Supreme Council of Economy and municipal
administrations. Furthermore, Kadro movement aimed to constitue an
ideological reference system which suopports the Kadroist project mentioned
above, and an organizational basis to propogate this ideology for masses and

especially youth.

In order to reach these objectives, Kadro movement struggled with the power
groups and representatives of bourgeoisie and land-owners, that gives another
characteristic of the Kadro movement that argumentative and polemical line
which advanced on the concrete context of politics and economics as such
power relations in the CHF and struggles between agricultural producers and
commercial bourgeoisie, and new formed industries as such sugar, cement,
mining and financial sources of state protectionism. This struggle obviously
end while the bourgeosie’s rise before the World War II and by the discharce
of Kadro group that indicated a propability and constains of the political

struggle without mass support in the last analysis.
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APPENDICIES

APPENDIX-1 Turkish Summary/ Tiirk¢e Ozet

Bu calismada Kadro hareketinin erken cumhuriyet déneminin politik ve
ekonomik baglaminda, egemen siniflarin aleyhine olabilecek alternatif bir
ekonomik programi nasil glindeme getirip gelistirebildigi ele alinmaktadir.
Bu sorunsal ¢er¢evesinde Kadro hareketinin politik iktidarla iliskileri, 6ne
stirdligii politik ve ekonomik 6rgiitlenme modeli ve bir biitiin olarak ele aldig1

bu doniisiim projesi i¢in gelistirdigi mesruiyet diizlemi incelenmistir.

Kadro hareketi, 1917 Ekim Devrimi sirasinda Berlin ve Bakii’de bulunan
(Aydemir, 1959: 195; Tuncay, 1982: 120; Akal, 2014: 142), Osmanh
Imparatorlugu’nun ¢dziilme devrinde yetismis, orta ve iist smif ailelerden
gelen (Kiigiik, 1988: 337) bir grup aydmin, 1925-1927 yillar1 arasinda
Tiirkiye Komiinist Partisi’nden koparak Kemalist 6nderlik ile eklemlenmeleri
ve 1929 Diinya Ekonomik Krizi sonrasi olusan 6zgiin konjonktiirde Kadro
Dergisi ¢evresinde birlesip toplumsal projelerini gerceklestirmek igin

miicadele etmeleri sonucu ortaya ¢ikmaistir.

Kadro dergisi, Tiirkiye yakin tarihinde tizerinde en ¢ok ¢alisilmis, pek cok
akademik disiplinin ilgi alanina girmis, ya dogrudan ya da yazarlar1 veya
cesitli yazilar1 sebebiyle ilizerinde en ¢ok yorum yapilmis dergilerden bir
tanesidir. Dogrudan Kadro dergisi iizerine yazilmis eserler ve makaleler
dikkate deger ciddi bir literatiir olugturmakla beraber, ikincil olarak Ttiirkiye
yakin tarihi iizerinde ekonomi tarihi, siyaset bilimi ve ya siyasi tarih
disiplinlerine bagli pek cok bilimsel arastirmada Kadro dergisi hakkinda
bircok yorum veya degerlendirme bulmak miimkiindiir. Kadro hareketi
lizerine olan ilgiyi, erken cumhuriyet déoneminin Alti Ok icerisindeki en

tartismali1 basliklarindan biri olan “devletgilik” ilkesinin Tirkiye tarihindeki
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cesitli donemlerde kazandigi 6zel anlama baglamak miimkiin olmakla
beraber, yine Kadro dergisinin Tiirkiye basin tarihindeki 6zel yerine atfederek

anlamlandirmak da mimkundiir.

Ayhan’a gore (2009: 161); “Harf inkilab1 sonucunda bazi1 gazete ve dergiler
kapanmaya baglamistir. Halkin harf devrimini heniiz kabullenmedigi bu
stirecte yeni dergiler ¢cikarmak pek saglikli olmamistir. Satislar diistiigii i¢in
gazete ve gazete yayinlayan sirketlerde de kapanmalar artmistir.” S6z konusu
cercevede Kadro dergisi, 1932 senesinde yayinlanmaya basladiginda,
lizerinde en ¢ok tartisilan bir dergi olma vasfini kazanmaktadir. Bu durum,
derginin yiiksek tiraj yapmadigi gercegi ile bir arada diisiiniildiigiinde,
aciklanmasi gii¢ bir sorun ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu baglamda, Kadro dergisine
basin ve siyaset cevrelerinde gosterilen yakin ilginin kaynagina inmek

gerekmektedir. Meri¢’e (2014: 103) gore;

Dergiler ikinci Mesrutiyet’te bir hitabet kiirsiisiiydii, hitabet kiirsiisii ve
bayrak. Altin c¢aglari yeni harflerin kabulii ile sona erdi. Eski
okuyucularimi kaybettiler, yeni okuyucu nesilleri yetisinceye kadar
devletten yardim beklemek zorunda kaldilar. Cumhuriyet
intelijansiyasinin en acil vazifesi, maziyi tasfiye ve hali takviyeydi.
Takrir-i Siikun Kanunu’ndan sonra 1940°lara kadar, dergilerimiz higbir
‘agir1 diisinceye’ daha dogrusu diisiinceye yer vermezler.

Meri¢’in onermeleri (2014: 103), II. Mesrutiyet’ten 1930’lara degin gecen
stire icerisinde dergilerin hitabet kiirsiisii ve bayrak olmalar1 hususlarinda
gecerli olmakla birlikte, ‘asir1 diisiince’ler agisindan ayni gecerlilige sahip
degildir. Tevetoglu (1967: 444) ve Darendelioglu’na (1961: 72-73) bakarsak
ve donemin matbuat tartismalar1 ¢ercevesinde Mahmut Soydan’in Kadro
dergisi hakkindaki {istii ortiilii agiklamalarini takip edersek (Tekeli&Ilkin
2003: 343-44), Kadro dergisinin hem kendi dénemi hem de 1960 sonrasi
donem icin ‘tehlikeli’ veya baska bir sOyleyis ile ‘asir1’ bazi diisiincelere

sahip oldugu oldugu sonucuna varmak miimkiindiir.
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Kadro hareketi lizerine olan literatiir genel olarak Kadro hareketini
“Kemalizm’in ideolojisini olusturma” misyonunu yiiklenmis kii¢iik bir aydin
grubu olarak ele almaktadir, bu goriisii Giirpinar (2003: 91), Sismanov (1990:
135) Tandr (2010: 360) ayr1 ayr dile getirmektedirler. Bu misyon dahilinde
Kemalizm’in Kadro dergisi ¢er¢evesinde yapilan yorumunu, ii¢lincii diinyaci
ideolojiler yahut ulusal-sol c¢ergevesinde ele alip kaynaklarma inen
caligmalardan, 6rnegin Yanardag (1988), Kongar (1989) ve Tiirkes (1999),
bahsetmek miimkiindiir. Yine Kadro dergisinin 6ne siirdiigii “Kemalizmin
ideolojisini olugturmak” misyonuna bagli olarak, dergiyi emekei kitleleri
Kemalizme eklemlemek ve simif miicadelesinden uzaklastirmak iizere,
siyasal iktidar tarafindan gorevlendirilmis bir ‘ajan’ olarak goren yaklagimlar
da literatiirde genis bir yer tutmaktadir. Bu yaklasimin en veciz 6rnekleri Dr.
Hikmet Kivilcimli’nin yazilarindan takip edilebilmektedir, Kivilcimli’nin
(1936: 31; 1978: 79; 2008: 81-2) kiinyeli ¢alismalar1 bu baglamda 6rnek

olarak gosterilebilir.

Yukarida 6zetlenen literatiiriin paralelinde Kadro dergisini kalkinma iktisadi
baglaminda ele alan bir diger tartisma mevcuttur. S6z konusu literatiirde,
Kadro dergisinin ideolojik cabasi, tiim ogeleriyle tartisiimamakla beraber,
derginin devlet¢ilik hakkindaki diisiinceleri gelisme iktisadi ve bagimlilik
literatiirli icerisinde degerlendirilmektedir. Bu baglamda Kadro dergisinin
Kemalist devlet¢ilik anlayisi ile, yani erken cumhuriyetin giincel siif
konfigiirasyonu igerisinde degerlendirebilecegimiz devlet miidahaleciligi ve
himayecilik politikalar1 ile 6zsel bir farkinin bulundugu s6z konusu
literatiirde goze carpan bir dnerme olarak yer almaktadir. Boratav (2006: 215)
ince bir goriisle; Kadro dergisinin devletgilik anlayisi ile resmi goriis arasinda
ciddi ayriliklar oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Trak (1985: 94) ise, Kadro dergisi
diisiincesi ile resmi Kemalist tezler arasindaki ayrimi dogrulayacak nitelikte
bir saptama yapmaktadir; Kadrocu tezler benzerleri olan developmental

literatiire’deki tezlerden daha “extreme” olarak yorumlanmaktadir. Insel
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(1996: 180) ise, Kadrocularin “radikal devlet¢i” olarak tanimladigi
sOylemlerini fasizmin ve nasyonal sosyalizmin etkisinde olarak
nitelemektedir. Baskaya (1986: 121); Kadro hareketinin tarihsel yasalari
zorladigy, fakat devletgiligin olusumundaki pragmatik karakteri goz ardi ettigi
yorumunda bulunmaktadir. Kadroculuk hakkinda, literatiirde oOneli bir
referans kaynagi mahiyetindeki bir diger eser de Giilalp’in “Gelisme
Stratejileri ve Gelisme Ideolojileri” isimli eseridir. Giilalp bu eserde, Kadro
dergisinin diislincesini Latin Amerika’da ortaya ¢ikan gelisme ve bagimlilik
teorileri ile karsilastirmali olarak incelemektedir. Giilalp (1987: 88); Kadro
hareketini, resmi goriigsiin disinda olmak {tizere, merkez-cevre modeli
cercevesinde ele almakta ve Tirkiye politik tarihinde anti-emperyalizm
temelli aydin-biirokrat iktidar1 kavramlarinin temelini atan ilk diisiince olarak

yorumlamaktadir (1987: 89).

Bu tez calismasi baglaminda yapmak istedigimiz sey, Kadro dergisine
yaklasimda yukarida 6zetlenen goriislerin temel celiski noktasi olan, hem
Kemalizm’in ideolojisini yapma iddiasinda olan, hatta burjuvazinin ideolojik
ajani olarak ¢aligmakta olan Kadro dergisi profili ile esas itibariyle Kemalist
ekonomi politikasiyla celisen arglimanlarin savunucusu olan Kadro dergisi
profili arasindaki ¢eliskiyi ortadan kaldirmak i¢in, Kadro dergisinin somut
politik eklemlenmeleri ve somut ekonomik 6nerilerine odaklanip, s6z konusu

sorunlu iligkiyi karakterize eden esas amilleri ortaya koymaktir.

Bu tez kapsaminda Kadro Hareketinin incelenmesinde {i¢ ana boliim esas
alinmistir. Derginin kapanig donemine denk gelen son iki sayisi ise (Kasim
1934 ve Aralik1934 - Ocak 1935 birlesik sayisi) derginin kapanacaginin
haber alindig1 ve kendi kendini olumlama 6zelligi tasidig: i¢in kapsam dis1

birakilmustir.

Ik boliim, Kadro dergisinin ¢ikis sayisindan (Ocak 1932) Celal Bayar’in
Ekonomi Bakani olarak goreve baslamasina (Eyliil 1932) kadar olan siireyi

kapsamaktadir. Bu boliimiin 6zelligi Kadro dergisinin ana tezlerini, “Tiirk
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Inkilabr” terimi altinda dile getirmesi ve ekonomide devletciligin gerekliligini
cok soyut ve genel onermeler dolayimiyla benimsetmeye ¢alismasidir. Bu
boliimde Kadro dergisinin daha ¢ok bir ideoloji dergisi gibi davrandigi
sOylenebilir. Bir baska 6nemli nokta, derginin sayfalarinda yer verdigi temel
konulardan birinin de diinyadaki ekonomik gidisatin takip edilmesi ve diinya
ekonomik krizinin gelecegi hakkinda yorumda bulunulmasidir. Bu dénemde
Kadro dergisinin ¢ikisi basinda ilgiyle karsilanmig ve takdir gormiistiir. Yine
bu donemde Kadro dergisinin ciddi bir polemige dahil olmadig:
gozlenmektedir. Sovyetler Birliginden gelen Sanayi heyetinin Tirkiye’de
incelemelere baglamasi, bu donemin sonuna denk gelmekte ve Kadro
dergisinin planlama, devletlestirme gibi sinifsal baglamda karsilig1 olan

konular1 islemeye baslamasi ile es zamanl olarak gergeklesmektedir.

Kadro dergisinin ilk sekiz sayisinin 6zelligi, en genel diizeydeki politik
baglami1 ve kendi yonelimlerini ortaya koyacak 6nermelerini dile getirmeleri
ve bunlar1 diinyadaki ekonomik ve politik geligmelerin yorumlanmasi yoluyla
temellendirmeleridir. Bu temelin {izerinde, devletin sanayi ve tarimdaki
roliine dair daha ¢ok genel diizeyde kalan, fakat yer yer dikkatli bir dille

somut Oneriler de gelistiren boliimler yer almaktadir.

Genel Onermeler diizeyine tekabiil eden arglimanlar, tarimsal iiretim
tekniginin gelistirilmesine, liretimin drgilitlenmesine ve bu yeni orglitlenmede
devletin roliine, yine bu baglamda mamullerin iiretim maliyetine ve diinya
pazarlarinda rekabet kabiliyetine odaklanmaktadir. Dahasi, kirsal mal
miibadelesinin gelistirilmesi, arti degerin kullanim sekilleri, tarim-sanayi
iliskileri ve zirai teskilatlanma ile bu teskilatin uzman kadrosunun nitelikleri
gibi konular da bu genel yargi diizeyinde yer almaktadir. Derebeylik ve bu
toplumsal yapinin tasfiyesi konusunun ise 2 Mayis 1932 tarihli iskan Kanunu

tasarist dolayisiyla dergide yer buldugu goriilmektedir.

Somut diizeyde ise; tiitiin, afyon ve {liziim iiretimi ve bu ham maddelerin

diinya ekonomik konjonktiiriindeki durumu incelenip ¢6ziim Onerileri
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getirilmeye calisilmaktadir. Derginin bu ilk sayilarinda ziraat meselelerinin,
nicelik itibariyle, sanayi yazilarindan daha fazla oldugunu sdyleyebiliriz.
Ancak Ismet Pasa’nin 25 Nisan-10 May1s 1932 tarihleri arasindaki Sovyetler
Birligi gezisi sonrasinda sanayi yazilarinin niceliksel olarak arttigini,

niteliksel olarak da daha avangard hale geldigini tespit etmekteyiz.

Yine bu periyotta, derginin kendisini nasil tanimladigina ve kendine bigtigi
misyona tartisilmaktadir. Dergi hem genel anlamda inkilap kavraminin
gerektirdigi, hem de Tiirk inkilabma yiikledigi anlam 6zelinde yapilmasi
gerektigini diisiindiigii islerin ve giincel karsi-devrimci durumlarin zorunlu
kildig1 baz1 gorevler tanimlamakta ve kendisini de bu baglamda misyon

istlenen bir politik 6zne olarak kurmaktadir.

Ikinci béliim, Celal Bayar’in iktisat Vekili olmasindan (Eyliil 1932) baslay1p,
Ismet Inonii’niin dergiye devletcilik siyasetini agiklamak iizere yazdig1 yazi
oncesinde (Temmuz 1933) sona ermektedir. Bu boliimde, Celal Bayar’a kars1
tlimlr bir dil kullanarak, devletcilik politikasinin 6nemini anlatmaya calisan
Kadro dergisi daha ilk aylarda karsisinda basin muhalefeti ile karsilasmig
(Ahmet Agaoglu polemigi) ve Ismet Indnii - Celal Bayar g¢ekismesine
eklemlenmistir. Bu dénemde dergi Iktisat Vekaleti’nin ve Ali Iktisat
Meclisi’nin yeniden Orgilitlenmesinden, 0zel tesebbiislerin karlarinin
sorunsallastirilmasina kadar pek cok “avangard” konuyu islemistir. Ayrica
dergi Dariilfiinun’un kapatilmasi ve gencligin Orgiitlenmesi konularinda
giincel politikanin igerisinde yer almigtir. Bu donemde Kadro dergisinin
uluslararasi planda ilgi alani, diinya ekonomik krizinin derinlegsmesinden
cikarak, Avrupa’daki fasist rejimlerin ylikselisine kaymistir. Yukarida
bahsedilen periyodu, Kadro dergisinin politik miicadelesinin ilk aktif evresi

saymak gerekmektedir.

Devrim ilkelerinin halka ve yonetici kadroya benimsetilmesi sorunu, yani
baska bir deyisle politik diizenin recruitment mekanizmasinin kitle-genc¢lik

baglamlar ile uyumlanmasi meselesi, Kadro dergisini olduk¢a uzun bir stire
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mesgul etmis bir sorundur. Bu sorunun farkli yonleriyle islenmesini Yakup
Kadri’nin Yaban ve Ankara romanlarinda da gérmek miimkiindiir. Derginin
s0zl edilen doneminde, genglik sorunu git gide daha yakici hale gelmektedir.
Ozellikle 1933 Subatindaki Bursa olaylar1 ve Tiirk Talebe Birligi eylemleri
(Vagon-Lee, Razgrad vb.) dolayisiyla, genglik 6rgiitlenmesi meselesi giinlitk
basinda da islenen bir konu haline gelmistir. Bursa hadiselerinin hemen
akabinde Kadro dergisinin Subat 1933 sayisinda ¢ikan basyazi, genglik
meselesini elestirel bir sekilde ele almaktadir. S6z konusu periyodun bir diger
ozelligi “Inkilap Enstitiisi” kurulmasi hakkindaki goriislere temel
olusturacak goriislerin dergide ilk defa dile getirildigi donem olmasidir. Bu
Onerme esas olarak idari kadrolarin, partinin egitiminden ge¢mesi gerekliligi
tizerine kurulmustur. Dikkatimizi ¢eken 6nemli bir ayrint1 ise, CHF ile ilgili
Oneri getirmekten sakinan derginin, “parti okulu” gibi bir 6nermeyi, daha
sonraki sayilarda yeniden dile getirmedigi, on birinci sayida partinin
yayincilik faaliyetlerine deginilmesi istisna edilirse, parti islerine

karismadigidir.

Kadro dergisi inceledigimiz ikinci déneminde, yeni bir devlet prensibi ve
reorganize edilen devlet aygitlart hakkindaki goriisler daha 6n planda almistir.
Bu goriisleri genel prensipler boyutunda tartistiklari gibi, dogrudan somut

oneriler getirmisler ve polemikler yoluyla savunulmasina gayret edilmistir.

Son boliim, Kadro dergisinin politik olarak ittifak icerisinde oldugu Dr. Resit
Galip’in aniden gorevden alinmasi ile baslayip (Temmuz 1933), derginin
kapatilma kararinin Kadro dergisine bildirildigi Kasim 1934 tarihine kadar
olan donemi incelemektedir. Bu boliim Kadro dergisinin en radikal 6nerilerini
dile getirdigi donem olmaktadir. Tiirkiye 6zelinde bakacak olursak, diinya
ekonomisinin kriz evresini atlatmaya basladig1 ve savas sanayinin yiikselise
gectigi bu donemde, Tiirkiye burjuvazisi de yeniden egemen pozisyonuna
kavugmakta ve hegemonya krizini agsmaktadir. Kadro dergisi bu déonemde

devletlestirme ve tarimda kooperatiflesme gibi radikal 6nerilerinin dozunu
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arttirmakta, odak noktasin1 diinya ekonomisinden Tiirkiye’deki emekgi
kesimlere yoneltmekte ve basin i¢erisinde kendisine kars1 agilan polemiklerle
ugragsmaktadir. Bu boliimiin 6nemi, burjuvazinin yeniden yiikseldigi bir
donemde, Kadro dergisinin sdyleminin de baglam degistirmesi sonucu
miicadelenin yogunlagsma ve Kadro dergisinin tasfiyesi ile sonuglanma

stirecini yaziya dokmesidir.

Devletgiligin uzun erimli bir politika oldugu belli olduktan sonra, Kadro
dergisinde devletin yapis1 ve gorevleri lizerine yeni bir tartisma acilmistir. Bu
tartismada derginin kullandigi terminoloji “yeni devlet” ve yeni toplum”
terimlerini icerecek sekilde genisletilmis ve daha Once liberalizm terimi
kullanilarak yapilan elestiriler dogrudan kapitalist kalkinma baglig1 altinda
daha sert olarak dile getirilmeye baslamistir. Kalkinma stratejisinde devletin
One gecmesi “topluma hiikmetme” ve bunun mesru yollari iizerine de bir
tartismaya neden olmus, ve dogrudan simifsal ¢ikarlarin yon verdigi bir
toplumsal formasyonun elestirisi dergi sayfalarinda kendine yer bulmustur.
Bu baglamda denilebilir ki; bu iktidar sorununun ortaya konulusu, kapitalizm
ve sinif meselesinin disinda tartisilmamaktadir. Yani Kadro hareketi iizerine
olan literatiirde gecen “sinifsizlik” vurgusu, hélihazirdaki durumu degil,

varilmak istenilen noktay1 isaret etmektedir.

Inceledigimiz donemde derginin sayfalarinda, dogrudan toplumsal
miicadeleler alanina referans veren, somut sinifsal ¢eliskilere ve muhtemel
popiilist diizeylere eklemlenebilme imkani tasiyan yeni Onermeler ortaya
cikmaktadir. Bu Onermeleri temel olarak iki ana grupta toplamak
miimkiindiir. Birinci grup Onermeler, dogrudan dogruya himayecilik
politikasin1 ve devletciligi bu acidan yorumlama gayretlerini tartismaya
acmaktadir. Fakat vurgu noktasi git gide devletin sinifsal durumuna ve
egemen siniflarin 6zel ¢ikarlarinin tatmin edilmesinin toplumsal diizlemdeki
mesruiyetine odaklanmaktadir. Bir adim ileri gidecek olursak, Kadro dergisi

0zel ¢ikarlar ile genel ¢ikarlar arasindaki catismay1 somut baglamlarini da dile
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getirerek ve dogrudan isaret ederek yani ticaret burjuvazisini, araci siniflar
ve kartel karlariyla faaliyetini siirdiiren Ozel isletmeleri -6rnegin seker,
c¢imento sanayi ve ilh.- elestirmektedir. Bu sektorlerin dogrudan tasfiye
edilmesi Onerisi ciddi olarak dile getirilmektedir. Bu Onerilerin inceledigimiz
donemden daha evvelki sayilarda da buldugunu bilmekteyiz fakat Agustos
1933 - Eylil 1934 doneminde argiimanlar niceliksel bir ilerlemeyle

sertlesmekte ve nitelik olarak da referans noktalar1 degismektedir.

Dergini yorumuna gore ekonomik kaynaklarin kullanilmasi ve dagitilmasinda
devletin giincel olarak aldig1 merkezi roliin, kullanim alanlar ile de ilgili bir
karar hakk1 tanimasi gerekmektedir. Bu da kaynaklarin dagitiminin prensibini
ve bu prensibin mesruiyetini Kadrocularin sorgulama alanina ¢ekmektedir.
Ozel sektor elestirisi, “halkgilik” gibi tam olarak ortaya konulamasa dahi,
smif cikarlarinin mesruiyet zeminini genel refah lehine tanimsiz birakan
arglimanlar bu baglam igerisinden dogmaktadir. Bu donemde ‘“halke¢ilik”
dergide ilk kez 6nemli bir yer edindigi, “sosyal adalet” teriminin kullanilmaya
baslandig1 alim giiciiniin arttirilmasi, is yasalari, emek orgiitlenmeleri gibi
konularin kendine yer buldugu goriilmektedir. Yine de Kadro hareketinin
ideolojik ¢agrisi, direk olarak kitlelere yonelmemektedir. Bu ¢agri devlet
kademelerine ve biirokratik elitlere yoneliktir ve kitlelere ulasacak bir
popiilizm formunun tasarlanmasina, ingasina ve uygulanmasina yonelik genel

prensip ve kurgular1 kapsamaktadir.

Yukarida bahsi gegen boliimleme ve 6zetin iizerine, Kadro hareketinin genel
diizeyde degerlendirmesine gecebiliriz. Ozetimizin giris kisminda yer alan
sorumuza donecek olursak, Kadro hareketinin  ‘asir1’  olarak
degerlendirilebilecek, yani, erken cumhuriyetin smf konfiglirasyonu
igerisinde devletin konumu ile tam olarak uyumlu sayamayacagimiz diisiince
yapis1 ve Onerilerinin agiklanmasi, tez calismamizda géstermeye calistigimiz
tizere, Kadro dergisinin egemen simniflar ile olan sorunlu iliskisinde
yatmaktadir.
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Kadroculugun, smif konfiglirasyonu igerisindeki yeri, bariz olarak,
hegemonik pozisyonu yitiren ticaret burjuvazisi ve liimpen burjuvaziye
karsidir. Ayrica devlet kaynaklarimin yeniden dagitimda, ticaret
burjuvazisinin aleyhine bir model 6énermektedir. Dolayisiyla, Kadro hareketi
burada var olan ya da var olacak olan sanayi burjuvazisinin politik

sOzculiiglinii yapar gibi goziikmektedir.

Buna karsilik, iiretim araglarinin devletin elinde toplanmasi da, sosyalizme
gecisin nesnel dayanaklarini olusturuyor gibi goéziikmektedir. Bu kertede
sorumuz hala tiim yakiciligiyla ortada durmaktadir: Kadro hareketinin politik
pratiginde bir sosyalizm ideali i¢kin midir? Eger i¢kin ise bu idealin etkisi

politik pratik lizerinde objektif olarak nasil bir iz birakmistir?

Kadro hareketi bir politik pratiktir. Kadro dergisi ise bu politik pratigin
ideolojik organidir. Bunu $. Siireyya da Kadro dergisini tanimlarken acik¢a
belirtmektedir: “Kadro bir ideoloji dergisidir.” (Aydemir, 1959: 479).
Kadroculuk belki bir Ittihatgilik degildir, fakat erken cumhuriyet devrinin
hesaplagsmalarini i¢inde tastyan ciddi bir politik-pratiktir. Kadro’ya yoneltilen
elestirilerde de bu acik¢a goriiliir; Kadro cagdasi bazi dergilerde goriilen
cesitli gorlis ve Onerilerin yer aldig: bir toplama dergi degil, disiplinli bir
sekilde ortak bir fikir ¢evresinde orgiitlenmis, politik iktidara “tehlikeli” bir
sekilde yaklasan bir dergidir.

Ote yandan Kadro hareketi yari-resmi bir dzellik gostermektedir. Hiikiimet
otoritesi ve devletin egemenlik alanlar1 ile Kadro hareketinin sistematik
olarak eklemlenmeye ¢aligmasi, kendisini yurt ve diinya 6l¢egindeki politik
gelismelerin icerisinde bir taraf olarak konumlamasi, onu otoriteye miimkiin
mertebe eklemlenmis hale getirmektedir. Daha da Onemlisi bu hareket,
otoriteyi kullanmay1 hakki olarak gérmekte ve buna gayret etmektedir. Bu
durumu, derginin daha ilk sayilarindan itibaren, agtig1 polemikler dolayisiyla
gozlemleyebilmekteyiz. Hatta bu polemiklere gelen cevaplar dolayisiyla,

devletciligin, inkilabin ve inkilap prensiplerinin yegane bekgisi olup diger
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entelektiiel gruplar1 yargiladiklarina ve herkese tepeden baktiklarina dair
ciddi elestiriler aldiklarin1 da o giliniin matbuat tarihinden takip etmemiz

mumkuindiir.

Kadro hareketini bir politik pratik olarak aldigimizda, 6zglnligiin,
diisiincesinin kaynaklar1 ve hatta 6nerilerinin gelisme ufku agisindan klasik
bir ideoloji dergisi gibi iktidarin dogrudan sozciiliigiinii yapmaktan ¢ok kendi
ozgiil hedeflerini de ifade edebilmesinde bulmaktayiz. Ornegin Yakup Kadri
Karaosmanoglu'nun Ankara romaninda, cumhuriyet donemindeki belirgin
siif iktidarinin objektif hedefleri disinda kalan, hatta onlarla ¢atisan ciddi bir
Kadrocu iitopya ile karsilagsmaktayiz. Bu tespitimizi, national ve uluslararasi
politik ve ekonomik konjonktiiriin Tiirkiye’deki sinif iktidarini1 daha giiclii bir
sekilde kurdugu, diinya ¢capindaki ekonomik krizden ¢ikis yolunun goziiktiigii
1933-1934 yillar1 sonrasinda Kadro hareketinin etkinlik alanini biiyiik 6l¢iide

yitirmesi ve sonunda tasfiye edilmesi iizerinden drneklendirmek miimkiindiir.

Konunun en ilgi ¢ekici noktalarindan birisi Kadro hareketinin, otoriteden pay
almasi, tiretimin teknik ve toplumsal orgilitlenmesinden dolagim ve boliisiim
iligkilerinin yeniden yapilandirilmasina, uluslararasi mal miibadelesinden,
devlet kurumlarinin reorganizasyonuna, gencligin orgiitlenme ve ideolojik
formasyon sorunlarina kadar pek cok alanda iddiali tasarilar gelistirmesi,
hatta toplumsal egemenlik semasini ve miilkiyet yapisint degistirecek
alternatifler sunmasinin nasil miimkiin olabildigidir. Miitareke doénemi
sosyalist hareketlerini ve ayni geleneklerin 1920°1i yillarin ortalarina kadar
olan gelisimini, o6zellikle TICSF ile TKP &rneklerini gz Oniinde
bulundurdugumuzda, Kadro dergisinin gelistirdigi Oneriler ile ayni1

dogrultuda oneriler getirdiklerini gérmekteyiz.

Bu olguda Kadro dergisi yazarlarinin kisisel ozelliklerinin, yani teknik
anlamda uzmanlilarinin, entelektiiel formasyonlarinin, egitimlerinin ve
kisisel baglantilarinin 6nemli bir etkisi olmakla beraber, 6nem arz eden

durumun daha yapisal diizeyde aranmas1 germektedir. Bir benzerlik kurmak
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gerekirse, yeni bir formatif birligin kurulmaya ¢alisildigi mesrutiyet devrinde
ortaya ¢ikan ve kabul goren sosyalizm disilincesine, veya miitareke
doneminde toplumsal formasyonun dagilma ihtimali ortaya ¢iktigi olgiide
etkinlik kazanan sosyalist akimlara benzer bir sekilde, Kadro hareketinin de
1929 krizinin ve SCF hareketinin sinif iktidariin orgiitlenmesinde agtigi
gedik Olclislince siyasal alanda kendisine yer buldugunu sdyleyebiliriz. Yine
benzer bir sekilde, mesrutiyet donemindeki sosyalist hareketlerin, Balkan
harbinde imparatorlugun demografik yapisinin ve dolayisiyla politik yeniden
tiretim sisteminin yahut formatif birliginin degismesi dolayisiyla, yeni bir
burjuva diktatorligii modeli esliginde tasfiye edildigini hatirlamaliyiz.
Devam edersek, miitareke doneminin sosyalist akimlarinin, Ankara
hiikiimetinin 1921 Subatinda toplanmasi planlanan Londra konferansina
cagrilmasi, diinya politik sistemiyle mesru bir eklemlenme olasiliginin ortaya
cikmasiyla tasfiye edilmeye baslandigi ortadadir. Erken cumhuriyet
devrindeki komiinist faaliyetin ise, legal burjuva iktidarinin burjuva
diktatorliigline evrilmesi ertesi biiyilik darbe aldigin1 ve 1927 sonrasi faaliyet
alaninin oldukca daraldigini daha 6nce belirtmistik. Bahsettigimiz bu ii¢
stirece paralel olarak, Kadro hareketi de devletin ve toplumsal formasyonun
krizinde su yiiziine ¢ikmis ve kabul gérmiis, fakat 1933 sonras1 Tiirkiye nin
yeni diinya sistemine eklemlenmesi arifesinde tavsiyeleri gereksiz, asir1 ve

hatta tehlikeli bulunarak tasfiye edilmistir.

Incelememize gore, Kadro dergisini basitge bir ideoloji dergisi olarak
vasiflandirmak oldukc¢a sorunlu bir yargidir. Dergide ¢ikan yazilarin konulari
ve igerikleri karsilastirildiginda, dogrudan Kemalist ideoloji konusuna egilen
boliimlerin birkag adedi gegmeyecegi agikca goriilmektedir. Kadro dergisi bu
yazilardan biraz daha biiyiik bir boliimiini “Tiirk inkilab1”nin arastirilmasina
ayirmustir. Fakat burada dikkat ¢eken nokta, ana akim olarak Tiirk inkilab1 ile
ilgili goriilen “Kemalist reformlar”’in derginin sayfalarinda neredeyse hi¢ yer

bulamadigidir. Bulsalar dahi sadece isimleri zikredilmekle yetinilmistir. Yine
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modernlesme, batililasma gibi kavramlar ya yer bulamamakta yahut
Tanzimat déneminin elestirisi dahilinde kullanilmaktadir. Buna karsin, kirsal
iiretimin yeniden Orgiitlenmesi, diinya ekonomik ve siyasal konjonktiiriindeki
gelismelerin ¢oziimlenmesi, sanayi ve reel iiretimin diger dallarina dair somut
Onerilerin getirildigi boliimler hem nicelik hem de nitelik¢e derginin en

agirlikli boliimlerini olusturmaktadir.

Sonug olarak Kadro dergisi tez ¢alismasi dahilinde, kendi ekonomik yeniden
orgiitlenme modelinin olusturmaya c¢alisan, yine bu baglamda deginildigi
tizere Kemalizm’in degil, Kadro dergisi cergcevesinde ifade ettigi kendi
ekonomik ve politik modelinin ideolojik Onciillerini olusturmaya ¢alisan bir
hareket olarak ele alinmistir. S6z konusu ekonomik ve politik model, devlet
miilkiyetinde bir sanayinin kurulmasi, tarimsal {iretiminin devlet miilkiyeti ve
devlet oOrgiitciiliigli ile diizenlenmesi, dis ticaret rejiminin devlet eliyle
diizenlenmesi basliklarin1 temel alarak, Ekonomi Bakanlhg: ile Ali Iktisat
Meclisi’nin yeniden orgiitlendigi, Planlama Dairesi ve yerel yonetimlerin
yeni prensipler lizerine insa edildigi genisleyen bir politik {iist yap1
edinmektedir. Bu model genclik teskilatlar1 ve ideolojik kurumlar ile

tamamlanmaktadir.

Bu hareket, somut amaglarinin gerceklestirmek i¢in devlet aygitinin
kullanilmasini, “yeni toplum™u yaratmak amaciyla aragsal olarak merkeze
almakta ve devlet aygitinin yeni fonksiyonlarini ve mesruiyet esaslarini
tanimlamaktadir. Bu durumda ise, 1930’lu yillarin politik konjonktiirii
dogrultusunda bir dizi ¢eliskinin tarafi haline gelecek ve bu sekilde politik
iktidarin kullanicilari ile eklemlenme sans1 bulabilecektir. Bu sebeple, Kadro
Hareketinin tarihi bir bakima da polemikleri ile “devletin 6nde gelen”

isimlerine medhalleri ve dvgiilerinin de tarihidir denilebilir.
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APPENDIX-2 Tez Fotokopisi izin Formu

ENSTITU

Fen Bilimleri Enstittsi

Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii X

Uygulamali Matematik Enstitiisti

Enformatik Enstitiisii

Deniz Bilimleri Enstitiisi

YAZARIN

Soyadi : Derin
Adi  : Ozan Ekin
Boliimii : Medya ve Kiiltiirel Calismalar

TEZIN ADI (ingilizce): KADRO MOVEMENT AND ITS
POLITICAL PRACTICE IN THE CONTEXT OF EARLY
REPUBLICAN ERA

TEZIN TURU : Yiiksek Lisans X Doktora

. Tezimin tamamindan kaynak gdsterilmek sartiyla fotokopi alinabilir.

. Tezimin i¢indekiler sayfasi, 6zet, indeks sayfalarindan ve/veya bir

boliimiinden kaynak gosterilmek sartiyla fotokopi aliabilir.

. Tezimden bir (1) il siireyle fotokopi alinamaz.

TEZIN KUTUPHANEYE TESLIiM TARIHI:
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