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ABSTRACT

Revolutionizing digital information and communication technologies of the past three
decades urges us to rethink conventional understandings of place-based subject
formation, territorialized polity construction and stable social movement organization.
This thesis aims to rethink political subjectivity in the age of Internet by considering
affective intensity as a political tool. The main question of the thesis is what role might
intimacy —a relation of closeness and familiarity with another person—via the Web
play in the realm of politics? In order to investigate this question the thesis looks into
how communication between people through online social networks create affective
intensities as a political tool, and how this political intimacy via the Web might provide
us new imaginaries for a non-identitarian political life? The study examines two
research cases: Gezi uprising in Turkey and women’s Twitter campaign #sendeanlat
(“tell your story”) which was organized after the brutal murder of Ozgecan Aslan. The
thesis conducts online research on social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter
and YouTube, and affect is mobilized as a sociological methodology. Besides it
embraces an inter-disciplinary approach; the methodological point is underpinned by
the political ontology of Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, and by the works of Giorgio
Agamben and Jean-Luc Nancy regarding contemporary debates around the concept of
singularity. With the insight they provide, the study tries to think nomadic subjects of
cyberspace as singularities that can escape to a political territory of non-identity, and
non-belonging.

Keywords: political subjectivity, cyber-activism, rhizome, social media, affect,

singularity



OZET

Dijital bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerinde son otuz yildir yasanmakta olan hizli gelismeler
bizi mekana bagli 6zne kurulumunu, mekanlastirilmis siyasi yapilar1 ve sabit toplumsal
hareket oOrgiitlenmelerini yeniden diisiinmeye zorluyor. Bu tez, tesir yogunlugunu
politik bir arag olarak ele alarak Internet ¢aginda politik 6znelligi yeniden diisiinmeyi
amagcliyor. Tezin ana sorusu kisiler arasinda Internet yoluyla kurulan yakmlk ve
samimiyetin politik alanda nasil bir rol oynadigidir. Bu soruya cevap aramak amaciyla
caligma, insanlar arasinda ¢evrimigi sosyal aglar yoluyla kurulan iligkilerin nasil politik
bir arag olarak diisliniilebilecek tesir yogunluklari yaratabilecegine ve bu durumun
kimlik 6tesinde bir politik yasam kurgularken bize hangi imgeleri sunabilecegine iKi
arastirma konusu {izerinden bakiyor: Tiirkiye’deki Gezi Isyan1 ve kadmlarm Ozgecan
Aslan’in  katledilmesinden sonra Twitter {izerinde baslattiklar1 #SendeAnlat
kampanyasi. Caligmada Facebook, Twitter, YouTube gibi ¢evrimici sosyal aglarda
yapilan arastirmalardan yararlanild1 ve duygulanimlar (affect) teorisi sosyolojik metod
olarak kullanildi. Bununla birlikte, ¢alisma disiplinleraras1 bir yaklasimi benimsemekte;
Gilles Deleuze ve Felix Guattari’nin siyasi ontolojisi ile Giorgio Agamben ve Jean-Luc
Nancy’nin tekillik (singularity) konusunu temel alan giincel ¢alismalari metodolojiyi
destekleyecek sekilde kullaniliyor. Bu diisiiniirlerin sundugu kavrayis ile, ¢calisma siber-
uzamdaki gocebe (nomadic) 6zneleri kimliksiz ve aidiyetsiz bir politik alana kacabilen

tekillikler olarak diisiinmeye ¢alismaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: politik 6znellik, siber-aktivizm, rizom, sosyal medya, duygulanim
(affect), tekillik
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1  The Research Cases and Questions

From the beginning of 2011, streets and squares across the world have
become the site of massive demonstrations, strikes, occupations, riots and
revolutions. The people in many countries have been rising up against the
power of governments, corporations and repressive regimes. These global
uprisings has started in Tunisia on 17 December 2010 when a street vendor,
Muhammed Buazizi set himself on fire (died on 4 January) in protest of
confiscation of his wares and humiliation that he was exposed by municipal
officials. This act became a catalyst for the Tunisian Revolution by activating
demonstrations and riots throughout Tunisia in protest of social and political
issues in the country. Afterwards the uprisings had leaped to several other
countries (Egypt, Iceland, Libya, Spain, United States, Turkey, Brazil, etc.)
and people went out to streets to protest authoritarian practices of
governments, unequal living conditions and increasing crises of capitalism.

Protesters shared similar means of civil resistance acts, such as occupying,



demonstrations, marches, strikes, etc. On the other hand they had developed
many other creative resistance practices. The crucial similarity of the uprisings
was people’s effective and intensive use of social media for the purposes of
organization, communication and motivation. The effective use of social media
tools such as Twitter, Facebook, personal blogs, YouTube etc. helped people to
penetrate deeply into the social fabric and mobilize tens of thousands around
the globe including many newcomers who have never been active before in

social movements.

These uprisings have explicitly emphasized the fact that, as more
people are able to reach and use information and communication technologies
(ICTs) today, it is easier to construct an effective, independent and global
platform for communication and organization via Internet. This fact also
brought about a fundamental transformation in the structure and understanding
of social movements and resistance practices. Presently there exist many
researches on the role of new ICTs in the social movements, and it is possible
to reach many statistical data which manifest that wider use of Internet
technology strengthens democracy, increases citizen participation in social
issues and plays an important role in the organization and spreading of

protests.!  This study acknowledges that new ICTs have provided people to

! For example, Philip N. Howard, and Muzammil M. Hussain’s study of “The
Upheavals in Egypt and Tunisia: The Role of Digital Media” (2013) examines the
complex role of the Internet, mobile phones, and social networking applications in the
Arab Spring and by making use of the digital data collected during and after the
events they argue that: “The Arab revolts cascaded across countries largely because
digital media allowed communities to realize shared grievances and nurtured

2



create new types of global protest and resistance practices — thanks to the
Internet networks that render transnational many-to-many communication? and
anonymity possible. The focus of the study is to investigate affective intensity
as a political tool. The study suggests investigating new forms of “political
subjectivities” around affective intensities —which 1 think as affective
territories in cyberspace created by the accumulation of affect via various
social media applications. In order to grasp an understanding of political
subjectivity in cyberspace, the study firstly describes cyberspace as a
relational-space, then examines two research cases: Gezi Uprising in Turkey
and women’s Twitter campaign #sendeanlat (tell your story) which was

organized after the brutal murder of Ozgecan Aslan.

The first research case examines Gezi Uprising which started in 28
May 2013 in Istanbul and after turned into a country wide revolt against the
authoritarian approach of the government ruled by The Justice and
Development Party (AKP), its contested domestic and foreign policies, and the
unbalanced use of police force. The catalyst for the protests was police’s brutal
intervention towards activists who contest government’s decision about the
demolition of the Gezi Park for the construction of a shopping mall as a part of
the urban renewal project for Taksim area located in central Istanbul. A group

of activists had started a sit-in protest in the park in order to stop demolition of

transportable strategies for mobilizing against dictators. Individuals were inspired to
protest for personal reasons, but through social media they acted collectively.”

2 In many-to-many communication, a session consists of group of users where each
one of the members transmits its traffic to all other members in the group.
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the trees; as they were sleeping in the park, at 5 o’clock in the morning, the
police entered in the park, fired massive amounts of tear gas bombs, set the
tents on fire and injured many activists. The news of this severe intervention of
the police spread on Internet via social networks in a very short time and
created a huge reaction, and finally the reactions turned into a country wide
uprising. During the protests the wide use of social media was significant
because people were dissatisfied with mainstream media’s coverage of the
events and aspect towards protests as it was distorting news in favor of the
AKP government. After heavy critiques on media, more people have started to
use social media tools to get “real” news about what is happening in the streets
and why people are protesting. In this regard Gezi process was a milestone for
realizing the importance of social networks to be used in social movements in
Turkey, for the advantage of communication, mobilizing and increasing

awareness of state’s censorship on media.

The second research case examines a social media protest; the Twitter
campaign with the hashtag #sendeanlat that has started by women in Turkey
after the brutal rape and murder of university student Ozgecan Aslan. On 13
February 2015, there was a shocking report in the newspapers that became the
hot issue in a very short time. It was saying that a burnt body of a young
woman was found in the country side of Tarsus, Mersin (a coast city in the
south of Turkey). Then the details of the news came; the body was belonged to
19 years old university student Ozgecan Aslan, who was reported missing for

two days. According to news reports, on 11 February 2015, Ozgecan took the
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minibus with her friend to go to her home in Mersin. Her friend took off on the
way, leaving Ozgecan alone in the minibus. The driver changed his usual route
and turned to a side road; he attempted to rape Ozgecan, but she resisted by
using pepper spray. Following this, he stabbed her multiple times, and beat her
to death with an iron rod. He returned to Tarsus following the murder, and
asked for help from his father and a friend. The three men burnt Ozgecan's
body together in a forest and cut off her hands, as Ozgecan had scratched the
perpetrator's face during the struggle, and they feared that his DNA would be
identified on the fingernails (“Vahsice Ooldiiriilen Ozgecan cinayetinin

ayrintilari ortaya ¢ikt1,” 2015).

The brutality of the murder caused a public outrage across Turkey.
Thousands of women staged protests in several cities on 14 February 2015,
including Ankara, Istanbul, and Mersin — Ozgecan’s hometown in southern
Turkey (Girit, 2015). In addition, the women started an online media protest
with the Twitter hashtag #sendeanlat (meaning “tell your story”). The hashtag
received great attention on social media and women started to tell their
thoughts, feelings and stories about their experiences of harassment and being
woman in Turkey. More than one million tweets were shared with #sendeanlat
hashtag, and it became the third most popular topic globally on Twitter. In the
following days the protests went on; on 16 February in accordance with the
popular hashtag "#Ozgecaniginsiyahgiy" ("wear black for Ozgecan™) on
Twitter, many people (including celebrities) wore black and marched on the

street with the aim of raising awareness about violence against women.



Through the examination of these research cases that | have shortly
introduced, the study aims to contemplate around the following questions:
What role might intimacy —a relation of closeness and familiarity with
another person—via the Web play in the realm of politics? How does
communication between people through online social networks create affective
intensities as a political tool? How does this political intimacy via the Web

might provide us new imaginaries for a non-identitarian political life?

1.2 Theoretical Framework

Revolutionizing digital information and communication technologies
(ICTs) of the past three decades have created an effective virtual environment
for political activists to communicate and to organize in a global scale.
Emergence of online communities, social networks, political campaigning on
Web and digital resistance practices (such as virtual sit-ins, hacking, e-mail
bombarding etc.) urge us to rethink conventional understandings of place-
based subject formation, territorialized polity construction and stable social
movement organization. The main question of this thesis is what role might
intimacy —a relation of closeness and familiarity with another person—via the
Web play in the realm of politics? In order to investigate this question | look
into how communication between people through online social networks create
affective intensities as a political tool, and how this political intimacy via the

Web might provide us new imaginaries for a non-identitarian political life?



To examine the research cases of the thesis | looked at social
networking websites, such as Twitter, Facebook and YouTube, and evaluated
the shared items as bodies having capacity of creating affective intensities.
Since the study makes use of online researches, firstly | examine cyberspace as
a relational space by using David Harvey’s studies on the topic of place, and
review today’s techno-economic paradigm that was termed as “informational

capitalism” by Manuel Castells (2010).

Then the thesis discusses the formation of political subjects on Web by
using the affect theory. Affect, communicated between human or non-human
bodies, is understood as a passage (or transition) of forces, intensities and
movements. In this respect the thesis thinks communication around a political
issue via social networking as creating a space of affect in cyberspace and
investigates how affect operates in mobilizing political subjects. In this debate
the work of 17th-century Dutch philosopher Baruch Spinoza, and Gilles
Deleuze’s examination of Spinoza’s work greatly contribute to the discussion.
Further, Deleuze and Guattari’s conceptualizations of “rhizome” and “nomad”
in their A Thousand Plateaus, provide me useful tools to conceptualize

political subjects on Web.

Finally, the thesis discusses if the political subjectivities mobilized
around affective territories in cyberspace may open up a new way for a non-
ideantitarian and non-representational politics. For this discussion the study

makes use of the political and philosophical debates concerning the notion of



community among continental philosophers such as Maurice Blanchot, Jean-
Luc Nancy and Giorgio Agamben over the past thirty years. Their discussion
on the idea of community sought to form a new idea of community that
challenges the understanding of community as related to the ideas of national,
racial or religious unities. Henceforth they opened up the concept of
community onto a broader ontological and political context to conceptualize a
political “space” of being-together or living-together. Specifically | use
Agamben’s conceptualization of whatever singularity that he developed in The
Coming Community, and try to relate it with my previous discussion on the

political subjectivities on cyberspace.

1.3 Thematic Outline

Geometry and topology is crucial to all of Deleuze’s thought. Deleuze
develops this quasi-mathematical approach to philosophy primarily in his
works on Leibniz and Riemann. The concepts of rhizome, nomad, fold derived
from this approach, and the political ontology that offers are used in this study,
and the spatial and topological fashion of Deleuze’s thought, together with
Guattari’s, that underlines connectivity and continuity inspired the way that the
thesis conceives of political subjectivities. Thinking cyberspace as a relational
rhizomatic space consisted of networks that tie subjects together; I examine
online social networks’ potentiality to create affective intensities as a political

tool.



The thesis is constructed around three main themes; Governance,
Resistance and Singularity. These themes are thought to be folded upon each
other, and what we find when they are unfolded is the point that the study aims
to conclude. These themes are studied in three separate chapters.
“Governance” chapter examines the exercise of control on cyberspace from
two perspectives; infrastructural governance and affective governance. While
the former discusses the restrictions and surveillance on Web by looking at
Internet legislation and Internet regulation practice in Turkey, the latter
investigates how affect operates in this control mechanism. “Resistance”
chapter firstly puts forth political subjects as nomads who accumulate around a
particular zone in cyberspace (not in ordinate but in anarchic ways), and create
an affective zone that operates as a mobilizing force for collective body. Then
it examines the two research cases of the thesis which are “Gezi Uprising” and
“women’s Twitter campaign #sendeanlat”. “Singularity” chapter interrogates if
the political subjectivities created in cyberspace which are discussed in the
previous chapters may lead us to a new understanding of politics that goes
beyond representation and identities. For this purpose, this chapter reflects on
the contemporary debates around the concept of singularity, and especially on
the works of Giorgio Agamben and Jean-Luc Nancy. These philosophers use
the concept of singularity to think about a community without essence, i.e. a
community that is not determined through belongings and identities. With the

insight they provide, the study tries to think nomadic subjects of cyberspace as



singularities that can escape to a political territory of non-identity, and non-

belonging.

1.4 Methodology

This study conducts online research on social networking sites such as
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and affect is mobilized as a sociological
methodology. Besides it embraces an inter-disciplinary approach; the
methodological point is underpinned by the political ontology of Gilles
Deleuze and Felix Guattari, and by the works of Giorgio Agamben and Jean-

Luc Nancy regarding contemporary debates around the concept of singularity.

The reason that the study uses a theory of affect is that it enables us to
think subjectivity in terms of movement, affect and body. Affect is a concept
that was primarily used in the philosophy of Spinoza and that came to
prominence in the works of Deleuze. In Spinoza: Practical Philosophy.
Deleuze (1998, p.123) states that for Spinoza “a body in its individuality” is

(13

defined by its affective capacities: “... a body affects other bodies, or is
affected by other bodies; it is this capacity for affecting and being affected that
defines a body in its individuality.” Then, a body is defined by its “affective
capacities”; a body cannot be defined by its forms, organs or functions, and it
can never be defined as a subject or a substance. This understanding requires
thinking bodies in terms of connections and relations (a body is always in

relation with other bodies), and it may be used as a methodological basis for a

research that conceives bodies in terms of affect (Coleman, 2008, p.91).
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This study follows this methodological approach to affect, because
“thinking bodies in terms of connections and relations” is compatible with the
understanding of bodies in cyberspace which are structured in a networked and
relational fashion. The online research in the study uses websites of Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube. For the examination of research cases, | followed
Twitter hashtags, searched Facebook groups, read comments and watched
related YouTube videos. | avoided using statistical data analysis or discourse
analysis of the contents that | have examined; instead | approach each data as a
body with its affective capacities in order to grasp an affective territory that

they constitute by connecting with each other.

11



CHAPTER 2

GOVERNANCE

The growth of technologically mediated information, and wide use of
digital information and communication technologies have brought about new
concepts to be discussed for understanding contemporary societies. For
example, information economy, post-industrial society, informational society,
network society, the information revolution, informational capitalism, network
capitalism, and the like, have been debated concepts over the last several
decades. The early best known works on these topics include French
sociologist Alain Touraine’s La Société Post-Industrielle (1971), and American
sociologist Daniel Bell’s The Coming of Post-Industrial Society: A Venture in
Social Forecasting (1973), which had popularized the notions of “post-

industrialism” and “post-industrial society”.

The post-industrial society is marked by a transition from a
manufacturing-based economy to a service-based economy. In other words,
post-industrial society refers to late 20th century society of technically
advanced nations, based largely on the production and consumption of services
and information instead of goods. Both Bell and Touraine divide the modes of

12



development historically as pre-industrialism, industrialism®, and post-
industrialism. In his three volume book The Information Age: Economy,
Society and Culture, Manuel Castells presents “informationalism” as a new
mode of development. For Castells, “informationalism” is a new mode of
development shaped by the restructuring of the capitalist mode of production
in the end of twentieth century. It is interrelated with the expansion and
innovation of capitalism. Castells (2010, p.18) argues that, the process of
capitalist restructuring undertaken since the 1980s was the most decisive
historical factor shaping information technology paradigm, henceforth the new
techno-economic system can be characterized as “informational capitalism.”
Castells (2010, p.70) put forth the following features as the characteristics of

techno-economic paradigm:

— Information is its raw material.

- All processes of our individual and collective existence are
directly shaped (although certainly not determined) by the new
technological medium.

- Any system or set of relationships using these new information
technologies uses networking logic.

— It is based on flexibility (organizations and institutions can be
modified, and even fundamentally altered, by rearranging their
components).

- Specific technologies converge into a highly integrated system,
within which old, separate technological trajectories become
literally indistinguishable. (Thus, micro-electronics,

3 Industrialism is principally thought in two axes; industrial statism and
industrial capitalism. Statism and capitalism refer to the modes of production.

13



telecommunications, opto-electronics, and computers are all now

integrated into information systems.)

Informational capitalism processes in a global scale, but societies
reacted differently to such processes according to their specific history, culture,
and institutions. Therefore, it is not proper to refer to an “informational
society” that implies a uniformity of social forms everywhere under the new
system. However, Castells (2010, p.20) states that we can speak of an
“informational society” by characterizing its common fundamental features:
firstly informational societies, as they exist currently, are capitalist (unlike
industrial societies, some of which were statist) and secondly, we must stress

the cultural and institutional diversity of informational societies.

The above characteristics of techno-economic paradigm give us the
reasons of why today corporates and governments are willing to control the
flow of information and communication. By controlling the information that
flows through networks created by new technological medium, states are able
to control the behaviors and actions of people (by tracking information,
restricting access to information, etc.), or corporates are able to increase their
profits (by estimating customer behaviors etc.). For example, it is revealed that
U.S. government’s National Security Agency (NSA) is watching all U.S
citizens with a system called the PRISM / US-984XN. The PRISM program
collects a wide range of data from social media systems (Google, Microsoft,
Facebook, Apple, Yahoo, YouTube, Skype and AOL) (Suede, 2013). This
means that the NSA is able to see everything you share through Facebook,

14



Google Talk, Skype chats, Apple etc. Also it is argued that the NSA can turn
on your cellphone or laptop’s video camera and microphone without you
knowing.* In addition, Facebook or Google are also collecting personal user
information and sharing them with third party vendors in order to improve

their advertisement targeting.

On the other hand, in some countries (especially where mature
democracy practices do not exist), the survaillance on Net leads to serious
human rights violations. In Turkey, we witness websites being banned without
valid reasons, people being arrested because of their tweets or Facebook posts
and many being confronted with various legal punishments. For example, in
2012 three young people were arrested with the charge of being a member of
Redhack® (that was accepted as a terrorist group by the government) although
the only evidences were pictures of some socialist revolutionists which were
found on their computers. At the end of the juridical process the three
defendants were found not guilty and released, however they had been stayed

in prison for nine months.

This chapter focuses on how governance operates in cyberspace.

Firstly, I will put forward what is meant by cyberspace and how to work with it

* “Big Brother is Watching You” — Cover Your Webcam, the NSA Can Turn it on
Without You Knowing. (2013, December 10). Retrieved May 27, 2015, from
http://www.globalresearch.ca/big-brother-is-watching-you-cover-your-webcam-the-
nsa-can-turn-it-on-without-you-knowing/5361069

® Redhack, formed in 1997, is a Turkey based hacker group, having Marxist and
socialist political view.
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as a research field. After, I will discuss the governance on cyberspace with the
research cases introduced in the previous chapter. The discussion on
governance is divided into two dimensions: infrastructural governance and
affective governance. The former dimension intents to cover how governance
physically operates in cyberspace, such as surveillance on Net, blocking
Internet connections, restricting access to certain websites, legal investigations
accusing Internet users, etc. The latter dimension intents to examine how
online reactions and responses shared in social networking web sites

affectively govern people.

2.1 The Cyberspace

The term “cyberspace” was coined by science fiction author William
Gibson, first in his 1982 short story Burning Chrome and later in his 1984
novel Neuromancer. After that, the word became prominently identified with
online computer networks. Cyberspace is now defined as “the notional
environment in which communication over computer networks occurs.”® Jos
de Mul (2010, p.2) describes cyberspace as “post-geographical space” and
“post-historical time” and states that the newness and the strangeness of
cyberspace make it hard to understand this new area. In order to comprehend

what cyberspace is, [ will firstly discuss the concepts of “space”, “time” and

“place” which play an important role in the understanding of cyberspace.

6 Definition of cyberspace in English. Retrieved May 27, 2015, from
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/cyberspace
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2.1.1 The Space and Space-Time

The notion of space is used in many different contexts, therefore it is
hard to give a generic definition of it. David Harvey suggests an understanding
of space in a tripartite division which consists of absolute space, relative space
and relational space. Since | find this categorization plausible, I will start with

Harvey’s (2006, p.271) explanation:

If we regard space as absolute it becomes a ‘thing in itself” with an
existence independent of matter. It then possesses a structure which we can use
to pigeon- hole or individuate phenomena. The view of relative space proposes
that it be understood as a relationship between objects which exists only
because objects exist and relate to each other. There is another sense in which
space can be viewed as relative and | choose to call this relational space —
space regarded in the manner of Leibniz, as being contained in objects in the
sense that an object can be said to exist only insofar as it contains and

represents within itself relationships to other objects.

He explains these categories as the following (Harvey, 2006, p.271-

275):

The absolute space is the space of Newton and Descartes; it is fixed
and it is usually represented as an immovable grid convenient to standardized
measurement and calculation. Geometrically it is the space of Euclid; socially
it is the space of private property and other bounded territorial designations
such as states, city plans, urban grids etc. And it is a space of individuation; it

puts forth people as separate individuals.

17



The relative space is the space of Einstein and geometrically it is non-
Euclidean. Following the ideas of Gauss (who firstly established the rules of
non-Euclidean spherical geometry), Einstein pointed that all forms of
measurement depended upon the frame of reference of the observer. In this
formulation it is impossible to understand space independent of time; so it is a
necessary shift of language from “space” and “time” to “space-time”(or spatio-
temporality). But in Einstein’s schema time remains fixed while it is space that

bends according to certain observable rules.

The relational space is the space of Leibniz. This view holds that space
and time cannot be separated from the processes that define them; it implies
the relationality of space-time, and the idea of internal relations. An event or a
thing at a point in space cannot be understood by appeal to what exists only at
that point. It depends upon everything else going on around it to define the
nature of that point. Therefore measurement becomes more problematic in a

world of relational space-time.

Harvey (2006, p.275) states that the space may both be absolute,
relative, and relational; one can choose one of that modes of the space
depending on the perspective of the research. This study on the political
subjectivity on Internet requires a relational mode of approaching space-time.
Because Internet is defined as consistently growing networks of networks that
consist of millions of private, public, academic, business, and government

networks, linked by a broad array of electronic, wireless, and optical
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networking technologies. The territory of cyberspace is not fixed; its structure
is unsteady and there are infinitely many combinations of wandering through
networks and reach at different destinations. Hence, the study takes Internet
environment as a relational space, and the attributes of the relational space in
terms of connectivity, access, network etc. will be discussed in the following

sections.

2.1.2 The “Placeness” of Space

So far I have discussed how to approach to the notion of “space”. Space
defines a wider territory of work and its attributes are defined by the
approaches and perspectives of the research. The territory of cyberspace is
characterized by network and movement. The spatial quality of cyberspace is
about network, and the motional quality is about data flows. As discussed
above, the cyberspace should be approached from a relational space-time
perspective. The notion of “place” manifests a sense of experience, thus the
following discussion deals with the experience of being “online” and the
sensual attachment to cyberspace (such as how digital settlements can evoke a
place-like sense). Firstly I will discuss the notion of place, and then embrace it

with the experience in cyberspace.

The origins of the discussions about the concept of place go back to
Greek philosophy. Plato developed the notions of “chora” and “topos” as the
origins of existence and the process of “becoming”. Everything that exists

needs a place in order to be existed. For Plato, “becoming” is a process that
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involves three elements; that which becomes; that which is the model of
becoming; and the place or setting for becoming. Chora implies both extent in
space and the thing in that space that is in the process of becoming. While
chora refers to a place in the process of becoming, topos refers to an achieved
place (Creswell, 2009). Both chora and topos imply limited places. In Plato’s
philosophy the idea of place was in a central importance, however in the
following periods the notion of place lost its importance in philosophical
discussions. It was in the early twentieth century that the concept of place
reemerged as a central philosophical interest. Particularly in the works of
German philosopher Martin Heidegger, the concept of place was significant
(Heidegger took the notion of chora as the place where the “being” is
actualized). For Heidegger “to be” was “to be somewhere”. He used the
German term “dasein” (that means “being there”) to refer to the experience of
being that is peculiar to human beings. Human existence is existence “in the
world”. This idea of being-in-the-world was developed in his notion of
“dwelling”. Dwelling describes the way we make the world meaningful; the
way we exist in the world. In this context, for example “dwelling in a house” is

not just to be in it spatially; it is to belong there, to have a familiar place there.

The ideas of Heidegger were influential for humanistic geographers
who developed the notion of place in 1970s. The notion of place developed in
that period combines three elements (or dimensions) of place; location, locale
and sense of place. Location can be thought as coordinates, i.e. absolute points

in space. Locale refers to settings where every day-life activities take place (for
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example homes, offices, vehicles where social interactions structure values,
behaviors etc.). Some locales are tied to locations but this is not necessary; for
example vehicles or Internet chatrooms do not have fixed locations. And
finally, sense of place refers to meaning associated with a place; the feelings or

emotions that a place evokes (Agnew, 2011).

The question to be discussed here is how can we talk about “place” in
digital or virtual settlements? Since | acknowledge cyberspace as relational
space-time, it is not proper to discuss “location” in virtual places; it is a
concept that is convenient to use in absolute spaces, because in Internet
networks one cannot assign a fixed position to define a location. On the other
hand, “locale” may imply unfixed and changeable settings. For example, in
digital or virtual settlements websites, chatrooms, Facebook etc. may be
thought as virtual locales. The idea of locale is tied to the sense of place. Sense
of place may be thought as the feeling of being somewhere that invokes a
relationship with the world. In Heidegger’s ontological argument, it is the
experience of “being”. Human existence is only experienced in the way we
exist in the world. So understanding how we experience the world is at the
center of the discussion about the place. In the following section I will focus on

the experience of being in cyberspace.
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2.1.3 Being Online

The term “online” simply indicates a state of connectivity to Internet.
The expression of being online indicates the condition of being “inside”, being
“connected”. When we are online, where are we exactly? We are not in a
physical place; in online settings the communication and other activities are
achieved with the help of technological devices that are interconnected in a
huge web of networks. A message we write is sent to the receiver (who is in a
remote point) with digitally coded “data packages”, and we receive messages
in the same way. Or when we download files of documents (videos, music,
books, etc.), the data digitally flows to our computer from a distant server that
we connected. These and alike activities of digital communication connect us
with distant points in networks and enable us to produce a sense of being

somewhere, and experience digital settlements as a place.

Online communication technologies connect the Internet users with
each other in a global scale. For example when a Facebook user creates an
account, she adds photos or videos on her personal page, makes a friends list,
writes on her “wall”, visits other friends’ pages, etc. These kinds of activities
in online settings make it easier to produce a sense of “belonging” in
cyberspace. Internet presents an online environment that makes
communicating with people, spreading ideas, getting news, creating virtual
communities and many other things possible. These aspects of Internet make

its users to conceive themselves as belonging to a “world” that is not bounded
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with physical borders which operate in “real” world. This phenomenon
illustrates the cosmopolitan nature of the Internet and is manifested with the
term “online citizens” who do not express themselves as citizens of a particular

state, but as citizens of the world connected with online networks.

However, ordinary Internet users leave “traces” when they are online.
Since each device participating in a computer network (that uses the Internet
Protocol for communication) has an Internet Protocol (IP) address, it is
possible to determine the connections between devices. That means one can
detect which websites a user visited in Internet, with whom the user chatted,
which servers the user connected etc. Most of the widely used websites such as
Google and Facebook save and track the users’ IP addresses in order to predict
Internet users’ behavior, and they share this information with governments or
with other corporations. Therefore the problem of privacy on Net emerges as a
critical issue that concerns all Internet users. The next sections examine how

governance is operated in cyberspace.

2.2 Infrastructural Governance

It is widely argued that information and communication technologies
(ICTs) create virtual public spaces that strengthen people’s democratic
participation and freedom of speech. On the other side, some argue that ICTs
serve the states perfect surveillance and control tools. If an Internet user does
not apply a special effort to protect her privacy (such as using some VPN tools

or software that provide privacy on Net), all her movements on Net are
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theoretically observable. This fact may cause users to develop paranoid
feelings as if they are being watched, and may lead them to practice self-
censorship. This condition resembles the idea of Panopticon which is a type of
institutional building designated by Jeremy Bentham that allow a watchman to
observe inmates of an institution without the inmates being able to tell whether
or not they are being watched. In Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the
Prison (1975), Michel Foucault used Panopticon as a metaphor for modern
“disciplinary” societies. The Panopticon —the constant possibility of
observation — creates a consciousness of permanent visibility as a form of
power on people. In this respect, Internet may be thought as a platform that

states desire to keep under control in order to discipline societies.

Yet, states do not only observe people on Internet, they ban the access
to some particular information and content that they accept inconvenient and
they collect the personal data of people in order to accuse them of online
crimes. Especially in countries governed by authoritarian regimes, these
restrictions cause serious censorships and violations of human rights. For
example, People's Republic of China owns the world’s most extensive Internet
control system, known as Golden Shield project. In this project, Internet users
are forced