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ABSTRACT 

Moussa TRAORE                       July 2014 

THE EASTERN QUESTION AND THE REFORMS OF ABDULHAMID 

II AS REFLECTED IN THE L’ORIENT JOURNAL (1899- 1909) (1899-

1909) 

This study covers the period between 1899 and 1909. Regarding the articles and 

brochures published in the l’Orient journal, it mainly concentrates on the economic, 

political, religious and administrative relationship between Abdulhamid II, Ottoman 

provinces and great European powers. After a brief description of Hamidian policy, i carry 

out a thematic study of those articles and brochures.  Great European powers occupied 

Ottoman rich lands to meet their economic, religious and cultural needs. They used Ottoman 

Christian subjects and created schools, consulates, etc. Nationalistic idea emerged among the 

same subjects. The idea was to provide each of those subjects with an independent state, to 

use them against Hamidian rule and to replace the Ottoman Empire by an imperial 

organization more Christian than Islamic. This idea divided great European powers into 

different groups. However, each Ottoman Christian subject (Albania, Serbia, Salonika, 

Bulgaria, Greece, etc.) wanted to promote its culture with the support of great European 

powers and control its economic advantages. Religious, political, social and cultural 

disturbances emerged in Ottoman Balkans. These unrests mainly stemmed from the 

violations of the treaty of Berlin. The clauses of this treaty more determined relationship 

between Abdulhamid II and his provinces than Ottoman imperial decrees did. As a result, 

Nicolas Nicolaides considered that the presence of the European great powers in the Orient 

worsened the Eastern Question and impinged upon the position of the Ottoman Empire in 

this Question. Although the European great powers considered Hamidian rule weak, 

Abdulhamid II had various initiatives in different fields from military to education, which 

resulted in considerable changes in all spheres of life. This idea of great European powers 

about Hamidian regime resulted from the failure of putting European ideas of progress into 

effect and the lack or absence of representatives of the European great powers in different 

Ottoman institutions. However, this presence became gradually perceptible in Hamidian 

governance because of the treaty of Berlin. It curtailed the effects of Hamidian reforms; 

European ideas of progress contributed to collapse Ottoman rule. Nicolas Nicolaides 

believed that the survival of the Ottoman Empire was possible without the European ideas of 

progress. In fact, he rejected those ideas. 

 

 

Keywords: Eastern Question, Reforms, Abdulhamid II, Journal l’Orient 
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KISA ÖZET 

ŞARK MESELESİ VE L’ORİENT GAZETESİNDEKİ YANSIMALARINA 

GÖRE    II. ABDULHAMİD’İN REFORMLARI (1899-1909) 

Moussa TRAORE                 Temmuz 2014 

Bu çalışma 1899-1909 yılları arasındaki dönemi kapsar. Çalışma, L'Orient 

dergisinde II Abdülhamit dönemi Osmanlı Devleti ile Avrupa devletleri arasındaki 

ekonomik, siyasi, dini ve idari ilişkiler hakkında yayınlanan makale ve diğer yazılar 

ile ilgili konular üzerinde yoğunlaşmaktadır. Abdülhamid’in politikası kısaca 

anlatıldıktan sonra, adı geçen makale ve broşürlerin tematik bir çalışmasını 

yürüteceğim. Avrupa’nın büyük devletleri Osmanlı’nın zengin topraklarını kendi 

ekonomik, dini ve kültürel ihtiyaçlarını karşılamak için işgal ettiler. Osmanlı 

Hıristiyan tebaasını kullandılar, okullar ve konsolosluklar kurdular. Osmanlı 

Devleti’nin gayrimüslim tebaası arasındaki milliyetçi fikirler ortaya çıktı. Bu fikirler 

Avrupalı büyük devletleri farklı guruplara böldü. Ancak, her bir Osmanlı Hıristiyan 

tebaasının çoğunlukla yaşadığı yerler (Arnavutluk, Sırbistan, Selanik, Bulgaristan, 

Yunanistan, vs.) Avrupalı büyük devletlerin desteği ve onların ekonomik 

avantajlarıyla kültürlerini yükseltmek istediler. Osmanlı Balkanlarında dini, siyasi, 

sosyal ve kültürel huzursuzluklar ortaya çıktı. Bu huzursuzluklar başta Berlin 

antlaşmasının ihlallerinden kaynaklanmıştır. Bu antlaşmanın maddeleri, Osmanlı 

Devletinde özellikle II. Abdülhamit ve vilayetleri arasındaki ilişkiyi belirlemiştir. 

Sonuç olarak, Nicolas Nicolaides Avrupalı büyük güçlerin doğudaki varlıklarının 

Şark Meselesini kötüleştirdiğini ve Osmanlı İmparatorluğu’nun bu meseledeki 

pozisyonunu etkilediğini düşünmektedir. II. Abdülhamid askeriyeden eğitim 

hayatına hemen her alanda önemli değişikliklerin yaşandığı farklı konularda çeşitli 

girişimlerde bulundu. Avrupalı büyük güçlerin Abdülhamit ile alakalı fikirleri, 

Avrupa’nın ilerleme (terakki) fikirlerinin başarısızlığına ve farklı Osmanlı 

kurumlarındaki Avrupalı büyük güçlerin temsilcilerinin yokluğu ya da eksikliğine 

neden oldu. Ancak, bu varlık Berlin Antlaşmasından dolayı Abdülhamit yönetiminde 

giderek hissedilir oldu. Bu, Abdülhamit reformlarının etkilerini kısıtladı; Avrupa’nın 

ilerleme (terakki) fikri Osmanlı yönetiminin düşüşüne katkı sağladı. Nicolas 

Nicolaides Osmanlı İmparatorluğu’nun hayatta kalmasının Avrupa’nın ilerleme 

(terakki) fikri olmadan mümkün olduğuna inanır. Bundan dolayı, O bu fikirleri 

reddeder.  

 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Şark Meselesi, Reformlar, II. Abdülhamit, L’Orient Gazetesi 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

An observer may be surprised to see, in the end of the 19th century and the 

beginning of the 20th century, a French journal, protecting the interests of the 

Ottoman Empire, at that period:  

“We started our program of protecting the 

interests of Hamidian regime and the Ottoman 

Empire, when we were poor; we finished this first 

and long period of our Orient when we were 

poorer.”
1
  

In the l’Orient journal, Nicolas Nicolaides protected the interests of Hamidian 

reforms and the interests of the Ottoman Empire. While great European powers were 

depicting the decline of the Ottoman Empire, Nicolas Nicolaides and Abdulhamid II 

were trying to reconstruct this Empire. 

Abdulhamid II was using the caliphate as an important element for his 

external and domestic policy. He considered himself as the spiritual guide of all 

Muslims. According to Abdulhamid II, the survival of the Ottoman Empire could 

stem from the re-establishment of the caliphate. He mentioned three conditions of the 

survival of this empire: the protection of Islam, the conservation of Ottoman dynasty 

and the protection of Mecca and Medina.
2
 To achieve these conditions, the caliphate 

was an indispensable means. During his reign, Abdulhamid II founded Muslim 

schools, increased pensions, salaries, and other revenues paid to ulema; he supported 

the public celebration of Islamic holidays while the use of Western terms on public 

buildings was not supported; the use of Arabic as a language of culture also was 

                                      

1 Nicolas Nicolaides, “A Sa Majeste Abdulhamid Khan II Ancien Sultan des Ottomans” L’Orient 

journal  9, 10, 11, 12 (1909), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de 

France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.9. 
2
 Ibid. p.203. 
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encouraged.
3
 Furthermore, according to Selim Deringil, Hamidian Islamism was a 

reaction against the classical Ottoman Islam; it was a modernist movement used to 

motivate Ottoman people.
4
 Şükrü M. Hanioğlu realized that Hamidian pan-Islamism 

aimed at putting Muslims of the Empire into a new core of identity by founding a 

multi-ethnic brotherhood of Muslims; Abdulhamid II also wielded his pan-Islamic 

campaign against European colonialism.
5
 In addition, S. Tufan Buzpınar mentioned 

three principles of the Hamidian caliphate (divine will, hereditary rights, political and 

military power).
6
  

The Ottoman economy, in this period, was overwhelmingly agrarian and 

controlled by a command economy. The state regulated the import and the export of 

goods. There were three kinds of landholding: private property belonging to Muslims 

(Öşr’i land), private property belonging to non-Muslims (haraci land) and the state 

land (miri) under state control.
7
 Twenty percent of Ottoman agricultural land was 

pious foundations (waqfs). The establishment of the Ministry of Imperial pious 

Foundations in 1826 aimed at centralizing the management of those pious 

foundations.
8
 The timar system was in the center of Ottoman economy. In the 18

th
 

century and onwards, the above-mentioned system changed: Miri lands considered 

timars were private or transferred to multezims.
9
 The loss of Ottoman territory 

reduced drastically Ottoman economic resources. To compensate this economic loss, 

the Porte enacted several measures, such as adjusting trade imbalances, establishing 

                                      

3
 Stanford J. Shaw, History Of The Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, Vol. II: Empire of the 

Gazis: Reform, Revolution, Republic, The Rise of Modern Turkey, 1808-1975, New York, Cambridge 

University Press, 1977, p.259. 
4
Selim Deringil, The Well-Protected Domains Ideology and the Legitimation of Power in the Ottoman 

Empire 1876-1909, London,  2004, p.18 and p.66.  
5
 Şükrü M. Hanioğlu, A Brief History of The Late Ottoman Empire, London, 2008, p.129. 

6
 S. Tufan Buzpınar, “Opposition to the Ottoman Caliphate in the Early Years of Abdulhamid II, 

1877-1882”, source: Die Welt des Islams, New Series, Vol.36, Issue 1 (Mars, 1996), pp.60-69. 
7
 Ibid., p.19. 

8
 Ibid., p.20. 

9
 Tarih-i Cevdet, 8, 2, pp.85, 317-24; and 5, pp.289-91., quoted in Şükrü M. Hanioğlu, “A Brief 

History of The Late Ottoman Empire”, London, 2008, p.20. 
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new internal customs duties, erasing major devaluation by preventing the circulation 

of European and North African coins.
10

  

Western literature influenced Ottoman intellectual life in the 19th century, 

particularly during the reign of Abdulhamid II. The materialist ideas were prevailing 

under the rule of Abdulhamid II
11

. Ideas related to German Vulgar-materialism, 

scientism, Social Darwinism, were main topics of several intellectual works; those 

ideas also appeared in popular scientific journals.
12

 The following works were 

references in the evolution of Ottoman intellectual life:  the “Kraft and Stoff of 

Ludwig Buchner,” the “Sis” (Fog, 1902), the “Ask-ı Memmu” (Forbidden love, 

1900).
13

  Between 1876 and 1890, the number of scientific works outnumbered the 

religious ones. Two hundred of them were about religious issues while five hundred 

works were about scientific subjects; the rest of them were works of literature.
14

 The 

emergence of secularism and the New Literature (Edebiyat -ı Cedide) movement, 

from 1891 and on, was some indicators of this triumph. Thus, several ideological 

tendencies emerged among Ottoman elite. The evolutıon of “Alla Franca” (attitudes 

towards European manners and mores) gradually became particular under the rule of 

Abdulhamid II; Abdulhamid II strove to give Muslim aspect to Ottomanism; his acts 

of reforms (namely his press system) contributed to promote Ottoman 

protonationalism.
15

 

In the same period, the Young Turks developed their ideas of reforms. In fact, a 

Young Turk intellectual, Yusuf Akcura affirmed that pan- Ottomanism, pan-

Islamism and pan-Turkism were “three paths open to the Ottoman administration.”
16

 

                                      

10
 Şükrü M. Hanioğlu, A Brief History of The Late Ottoman Empire, London, 2008, pp.23-24. 

11
 Şükrü M. Hanioğlu, A Brief History of The Late Ottoman Empire, London, 2008, p.138. 

12
 Ibid. p.138. 

13
 Ibid. pp.140-141. 

14
 Sever R. Iskit, Turkiyede Nesriyat Hareketleri Tarihine Bir Bakis (Istanbul: Maarif Vekaleri, 1939), 

p. 102, quoted in Şükrü M. Hanioğlu, “A Brief History of The Late Ottoman Empire”, London, 2008, 

p.138. 
15

 Şükrü M. Hanioğlu, A Brief History of The Late Ottoman Empire, London, 2008, p.142. 
16

 Ibid. p.147. 



 

 

 4   

 

Confrontation characterized the Hamidian press reform. However, the development 

of diplomatic international relations helped Abdulhamid II to carry out his reforms. 

Abdulhamid II applied a strict censorship over the media and tried to control 

the Ottoman public opinion by suppressing criticism. Abdulhamid II’s years of reign 

were “dark years” for “Turkish press.”
17

 Osman Nuri noted that Tahsin Pacha, the 

chief secretary of the Sultan, gave some orders to publishers and dictated them what 

to write in their papers.
18

 Besides, Abdulhamid II banned some terms (used in 

different documents), including ‘burun’, ‘Yildiz bocegi”, first letters of his name, 

‘AH=O’.
19

 Cioeta Donald J. mentioned the rigorousness of Hamidian censorship as a 

factor of the migration of Syrian journalists in Egypt before 1889, such as Adib 

Ishaq, Jurji Zaydan, Salim Anhuri, Salim Faris al-Shidyaq, Amin Shumayyil, Salim 

al-Naqqash.
20

 However, Cioeta was thinking that Ottoman censorship regarding its 

context had not been ‘particularly harsh’.
21

  

Abdulhamid II used the press to counter the political campaign of his internal 

and external enemies. He carried out his reforms by using the media. For instance, in 

                                      

17
Hifzi Topuz, //. Mahmut'tan Holdinglere Turk Basın Tarihi (Istanbul: Remzi Kitabevi, 2003), 53, in 

Ebru Boyar “the Press and the Palace, the Two-Way Relationship between Abdulhamid II and the 

Press, 1876-1908”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Vol.69, 3 (2006), Accessed: 

01/04/2014/07:45.”, p.418. 
18

 Osman Nuri, Abdulhamid-i Sani ve Devr-i Saltanati, II, 581-2: Her seyden evvel afiyyet-i cihan 

kiymet-i Hazret-i Padisahi'ye, mahsulatin ahvaline, Memalik-i Sahane'de terakkiyat-i ticariyye ve 

sinaiyyeye dair havadis itasi', in Ebru Boyar “the Press and the Palace, the Two-Way Relationship 

between Abdulhamid II and the Press, 1876-1908”,  Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African 

Studies, Vol.69, 3 (2006), Accessed: 01/04/2014/07:45.”, .p.418; 

Ahmet Hamdi Tanpinar, Ondokuzuncu Asir Turk Edebiyati Tarihi (Istanbul: Brhaneddin Matbaasi, 

1942), 132., in Ebru Boyar “the Press and the Palace, the Two-Way Relationship between 

Abdulhamid II and the Press, 1876-1908”,  Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 

Vol.69, 3 (2006), Accessed: 01/04/2014/07:45., p.420. 
19

 “This example apparently first appeared in Fesch, Constantinople aux derniers jours d'Abdul 

Hamid, 58 and was then copied by Osman Nuri in Abdulhamid-i Sani ve Devr-i Saltanati, II, 576 and 

survives until today; Topuz, 77. Mahmut'tan Holdinglere Turk Basin Tarihi, 56.”, quoted in Ebru 

Boyar “the Press and the Palace, the Two-Way Relationship between Abdulhamid II and the Press, 

1876-1908”,  Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Vol.69, 3 (2006), Accessed: 

01/04/2014/07:45.,p. 420”. 
20

 Donald J. Cioeta, Ottoman Censorship in Lebanon and Syria, 1876-1908,  International Journal of 

Middle East Studies, Vol.10, 2 (May, 1979), p.179. 
21

 Ibid.p.180. 
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1897, when the Ottoman army defeated Greek army, Abdulhamid II had articles 

written in the favor of his Empire.
22

  

To strengthen his control of the press, Abdulhamid II used influential 

campaigners including Annie de Lusignan, a French writer, Charles Roger. In 1887, 

Roger considered the Hamidian regime “kind, which profited peoples of the Empire 

and foreign people.”
23

 In 1888, Abdulhamid II met Arminius Vambery, a Hungarian. 

Vambery paid several visits to Abdulhamid II in Istanbul. According to his notes, he 

acted as a bridge between Abdulhamid II and European public opinion. He also 

wrote some articles in the favor of the Ottoman Empire. In his article titled “The 

New Review in 1890”, he praised Abdulhamid II as follows:  

“He was a very hard working person, he had 

courteous manners, an exceptional memory; he 

was pacific; he was not at all fanatic, etc.”
24

 

 

 Between 1881 and 1883, Abdulhamid II founded an institution in order to 

control the foreign press; he also forbad a number of publications including journals, 

press reviews, brochures, books, etc.
25

 All printed documents, levelling criticism to 

the Ottoman sultan’s power, misleading and misinforming Ottoman public opinion, 

were banned too.
26

 Nonetheless, Abdulhamid II did not ban printed books written in 

his favor. On the contrary, he supported them. In 1908, there were “ninety-seven 

publishers,” working in Istanbul. Hamidian censorship was rather a necessary control 

of the media.
27

  

                                      

22
 François Georgeon, Abdulhamid II, Le Sultan Calife, Paris, Librairie Artheme Fayard, 2003, p.27. 

and p.82.  
23

 Annie de Lusignan, The Twelve Year’s Reign of H.I.M. Abdul Hamid II, Sultan of Turkey, 

Londres, 1889; Charles Roger, La Turquie sous le regne de S.M.I. Abdul-Ham id, Paris, 1887., quoted 

in Francois Georgeon, “Abdulhamid II, le sultan calife, Paris, Librairie Artheme Fayard”, 2003, p.279.  
24

 Francois Georgeon, Abdulhamid II, Le Sultan Calife, Paris, Librairie Artheme Fayard, 2003, 

pp.279-280.  
25

 Francois Georgeon, “Abdulhamid II, Le Sultan Calife, Paris, Librairie Artheme Fayard”, 2003, 

p.163. 
26

 Palmia Brummett, Image and Imperialism in the Ottoman Revolutionary Press, 1908-1911, New 

York, 2000,pp.4-5. 
27

 Ibid.p. 3. 
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The l’Orient journal appeared in this period. It was a French journal, which 

supported Hamidian policy rather than criticizing it. Therefore, the Sultan always 

supported it both financially and politically. Nicolas Nicolaides first published 

l’Orient in 1888 in Paris. Later on, its publication’s headquarter moved to Belgium 

(1902-1908) and then to Italy in 1909; its format has changed. In Belgium, from the 

beginning of 1902 up to 1908, Nicolas Nicolaides continued to publish l’Orient 

journal weekly. Nevertheless, in late 1902, materials were published twice, or three 

times a month (on 5
th

, 15
th

, and 25th of each month).  Besides, in 1909, Italy became 

a center of publication. In this period, there was no new publication. The format of 

l’Orient frequently changed; it was composed of various sections. 

From 1899 to 1900, each number of publications had eight sections; each 

section had three pages. However, in 1902, the number of sections increased. Each 

number of publications had eleven or twelve sections; each section was composed of 

three pages. Furthermore, in 1903, the cover of the journal was re-designed. The 

number of sections reached up to nineteen, but the number of pages for each section 

did not change. The numbering of sections was sometimes illogical. Moreover, in 

1909, there was no new publication. Some previous publications repeatedly were 

printed every two years. Nonetheless, the journal conserved its general format.  In 

l’Orient, each section of publication was composed of four or six pages, which were 

not numbered. Those pages were reserved for commercial use. This section 

contained decorative and commercial illustrations. L’Orient was written in the 

French language. The advertisements published in l’Orient were not free of charge. 

The charge of subscription also changed over time. The cost and the charge of 

commercials varied from place to place.
28

  

                                      

28
 In France, commercial and industrial announcements cost three of Francs while other 

advertisements cost six of that money; for Bruxelles, they were respectively, two and four of Francs; 

in Italy commercial and industrial announcements cost three of Francs for one year while other 

Advertisements cost two of that money for six months. In France, they were thirty of Francs in Paris. 

Within this place of publication, foreign fees of subscription cost thirty-five of Francs. In Belgium, 

those fee subscriptions reached eight of Francs in this country. In this place of publication, other kinds 

of fee of subscriptions cost ten of the Francs. In 1909, free of subscriptions to “L’Orient” reached 

three of Francs a year; they were two of this money for six months. 
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The advertisements, published in l’Orient mostly protected the interests of Belgic, 

Ottoman, French, Italian companies, societies and enterprises.
29

 

The change of the charge of subscription to l’Orient and the public demand 

for publishing commercials in the journal proved how important the influence of 

l’Orient was in different places. They also showed that l’Orient contained various 

topics and issues. In fact, the main goals and objectives of the journal were set. 

Besides, the impact of the l’Orient journal gradually faded away in Europe. It was 

much more visible in France until 1902 whereas it was not the same in Belgium and 

Italy after 1902. Certainly, the repeated crises of the Ottoman Empire did not allow 

Abdulhamid II to meet his regular need of press control. 

Nicolas Nicolaides himself was an Ottoman subject.
30

 He was a member of 

the “Societe Osmanie” that l’Orient founded before 1902 in Paris. By 1902, due to 

various reasons, Nicolas Nicolaides exiled to Belgium. Nicolas Nicolaides was 

French. As the director, he specified the publishing policy of l’Orient to protect the 

interests of the Ottoman Empire under the rule of Abdulhamid II. He was very close 

to Abdulhamid II. 

 The articles and brochures published in the l’Orient journal from 1899 to 

1909 depicted issues of the late Ottoman Empire under the rule of Abdulhamid II. 

They addressed the questions of what the aims of the great European powers were in 

                                      

29
 Among the Belgic, Ottoman, French, and Italian companies, societies and, enterprises, the most  

notable ones are the following: “Societe Belge de Librairie, Oscar Schepens et Compagnie” (Belgic 

Society of Bookshop, Oscar Schepens and Company); “Societe Anonyme de  Lithographie Artistique” 

(Anonymous Society of Artistic Lithography (in Belgium); “Societe Anonyme des papeteries De 

Saventhem” (Anonymous Society of paper mill of Saventhem); Compagnie Internationale Des 

Wagons-Lits et Grands Express Europeens (Societe anonyme), (Internal company of sleeping cars and 

Great Express Europeans); Annuaire Oriental du Commerce De l’Industrie, De l’Administration et DE 

La Magistrature (Turkey, Russia, Greece, Roumania, Bulgaria, Egypt, etc), (Oriental Annual 

(yearbook) of Commerce, of Industry, Administration and Magistracy); Institut Medico-Electrique de 

Paris (Intitute of Medicine and Electricity of Paris); Societe Fonciere Lyonnaise (Land Society of 

Lyon, in France); Les Ateliers de Bruxelles (an anonymous Society), (The Workshops of Bruxelles); 

Ottoman Imperial Bank (anonymous Society); “Germania”; Compagnie anonyme d’assurances sur la 

vie a Stettin fondee en 1857, sous la surveillance du Gouvernement allemand; anonymous Company 

for protecting life in Sttin created in 1857 under the direction of german government; Compagnie de 

navigation Marocaine et Armenienne; Company of Moroccan and Armenian Navigation. 
30

 Erdogan Keskinkilic, Nicolas Nicolaides, Bir Gazetecinin Gözüyle II. Abdulhamid, Istanbul Yitik 

Hazine Yayınları, 2014, p.13. 
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the Ottoman provinces, particularly in the Ottoman Balkan provinces? What were the 

consequences of the decline of French influence in the Orient from 1899 to 1909? 

Why did the great European powers protect their Christian nationals under Ottoman 

rule? What were the impacts of that protection on Hamidian rule from 1899 to 1909? 

How did European idea of progress contribute to the decline of the Ottoman 

domestic affairs under the reign of Abdulhamid II? What were the effects of the 

violations of Berlin Treaty on the Ottoman domestic affairs from 1899 to 1909? Did 

the great European powers contribute to break out social, political and religious 

agitations in the Ottoman Balkan provinces? Was the Ottoman rule really “sick” 

under the reign of Abdulhamid II? How did the reforms of Abdulhamid II contribute 

to the survival of the Ottoman Empire? What were the economic, financial, 

educational and military effects of those reforms? 

Especially issues from 1899 to 1907 concentrated on political and economic 

relationship of the Ottoman Empire with France. They depicted some impacts of the 

decline of French influence in the Orient and the disagreement between France and 

Ottoman Empire in 1901.
31

 From 1905 to 1907, l’Orient focused on the negative 

impacts of the capitulations, economic concessions granted to the European Great 

Powers, the economic and political interests of the Empire. From 1899 on, some 

articles and brochures published in l’Orient addressed the social, political, and 

economic situation of the Ottoman Balkans. From 1905 up to 1909, l’Orient focused 

on the reforms of Abdulhamid II. It sometimes compared Ottoman government to 

European governments. According to these articles, the great European powers 

                                      

31
 Nicolas Nicolaides, “La situation”, Journal L’Orient 7 (February 1900), accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.3; Athur Loth, “La fin 

du protectorat francais en orient”, Journal L’Orient 12 (June 1902), accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.2; 

 Rene D’Aral, “Echec de l’influence francaise en orient”, Journal L’Orient 12 (June 1902), accessed 

on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.2; 

  Gerard de Noirval, Le Conflit Franco-Turc: Ses origines, Sa marche, Ses consequences, Journal 

L’Orient 13, 14, 15
 
(Paris, 1902), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de 

France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.20, and see:CPierre Mareuilles, “La Decroissance de l’influence 

francaise en Turquie” Journal L’Orient 12 (March, 1905), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.4. 
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considered the Ottoman Empire “sick” State. L’Orient also described revolutions and 

disorders in Balkan provinces.
32

 

One of the most scientific qualities of documents published on the Ottoman 

Empire by l’Orient was that several authors could discuss one single issue with 

different points of view. Most of the authors were closely working with Ottomans. 

For example, l’Orient founded Ottoman national feasts in Paris at the time of 

Hamidian reign.
33

 Through these feasts, it established “Societe Hamidie” (a French-

Ottoman society) in Paris before 1902. Later on, the same “Societe” took the name 

“Societe Osmanie”. The “Societe Osmanie” dissolved in 1902. Its primary goal was 

to bring the writers, authors, artists, and other powerful people together, in order to 

support the Hamidian regime.
34

 Articles and brochures published in l’Orient were 

important to follow European points of view about the Ottoman political, spatial, and 

domestic evolution from 1899 up to 1909. 

Besides, they focused on particular issues regarding the Ottoman Empire from 1899 

to 1909.  

As far as reflecting in the journal, Abdulhamid II’s reforms consisted of 

holding friendly relationship with each great European power, in order to maintain 

the survival of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, the journal outlined the plans of the great 

European powers to intervene in the Ottoman domestic affairs. It also addressed the 

consequences of this intervention plans and the effects of Abdulhamid II’s reforms 

                                      

32
 Nicolas Nicolaides, S.M.I. le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II l’Empire Ottoman et les Puissances 

Occidentales, Journal L’Orient 39, 41,42,43,45,46,47,50,51,52 (Paris, 1907), accessed on June 6, 

2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.48; 

 Nicolas Nicolaides, S.M.I.le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II l’Empire Ottoman et les Puissances 

Balkaniques  Journal L’Orient 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 (Paris, 1908): 47, accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.47; 

 Nicolas Nicolaides, Sa Majeste Imperiale Abdul-Hamid KhanII Sultan Reformateur et Reorganisateur 

de l’Empire Ottoman Journal L’Orient 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21(Paris, 

1907), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, p.120. 
33

 Nicolas Nicolaides, “A Sa Majeste Abdulhamid Khan II Ancien Sultan des Ottomans” L’Orient 

journal  9, 10, 11, 12 (1909), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de 

France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, pp.2-3. 
34

 Ibid. pp.2-3. 
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between 1899 and 1909. By depicting the origins and the consequences of 

insurrections broken out in various Ottoman provinces, l’Orient demonstrated how 

Ottoman provinces gradually were against the imperial decrees of Abdulhamid II and 

how the clauses of different treaties have affected the reform policy of Abdulhamid 

II. Furthermore, the “Societe Osmanie” and several feasts founded in Paris before 

1902, contributed to gather Ottomans and promote somehow Ottoman culture under 

the reign of Abdulhamid II. In addition, it seemed that Abdulhamid II had supported 

the journal to counterweight the opposition of Young Turks, who after moving to 

Europe, continued to write and critize the Hamidian rule. For instance, in 1897, 

Mizancı Murad continued to publish the journal Mizan and Ahmed Riza published 

the journal Mesveret. By the same year, Abdullah Cevdet and Ishak Sukuti began to 

publish the journal Osmanli.
35

 

L’Orient also published brochures. It graciously distributed those brochures 

to different publishers and politicians of various countries. These brochures usually 

depicted specific issues of the Ottoman Empire.
36

 The brochures affected the 

relationship between Abdulhamid II and his Balkan provinces, and consequently his 

Ottoman Greek subjects largely. In fact, it was one of the basic purposes of Nicolas 

Nicolaides, the director of the journal, to improve the relationship between the 

Greeks and the Porte.
37

 For Nicolas Nicolaides, Abdulhamid II was the first sultan of 

the late Ottoman Empire to resist the undue influence of the great European powers 

                                      

35
Ibid.pp.339-341.  

36
 Among the issues depicted in the brochures the most important are the following: “L’Empire 

Ottoman et ses Sultans”, “Les Arlequins de Stambul”, “France et Turquie”, “Integrite 

de l’Empire Ottoman”, “La Femme Turque et la vie de famille chez les Turcs”, “Le 

Conflit franco-Turc”, “La Question Macedonienne et l’influence francaise en Orient”, 

“Turquie et Bulgarie”, “La Question des Balkans”, “En Anatolie”, “La politique des puissances et 

l’Empire Ottoman; “S.M.I. Le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II, Sultan reformateur et reorganisateur de 

l’Empire Ottoman.”, “S.M.I. Le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II, l’Empire Ottoman et Les puissances 

Occidentales.”, “S.M.I. Le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II, L’Empire Ottoman et Les puissances 

balkaniques.”, “S.M.I. Le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II, ses plus glorieux ancetres et Les plus illustres 

Souverains Chretiens.”; “L’Orient” also edited periodicals such as “Les Paillasses Orientaux”, 

“L’Abeille du Bosphore”, 
37

 Nicolas Nicolaides, “A Sa Majeste Abdul-Hamid Khan II Ancien Sultan des Ottomans” L’Orient 

journal  9, 10, 11, 12 (1909), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de 
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and at the same time to establish the bases of progress of the Ottoman Empire. For 

him, the previous sultans contented themselves with only resisting the foreign 

influence on the Ottoman Empire. According to his mind, Abdulhamid II was 

intelligent and kind, competent in the governance of the Empire.
38

  Those qualities, 

which helped this Ottoman sultan to regain the same charismatic political power that 

the previous Ottoman sultans gained, such as Orhan, Abdulmadjid and Abdulaziz, 

allowed Abdulhamid II to carry out his reforms. Nicolas Nicolaides compared 

Abdulhamid II to those Ottoman sultans.
39

 He wrote that Abdulhamid II was a divine 

figure for the Ottoman Empire, and that God sent Abdulhamid II to save the Empire 

from the immediate collapse. For Nicolas Nicolaides, the effects of Hamidian 

reforms were more moral; they did not stem from the victory of Ottoman army, but 

from the spiritual and charismatic power of the Sultan. In fact, Abdulhamid II 

privileged the achievement of national interests of Ottomans; he dealt with his 

relationship with the great European powers in pacific ways.
40

 In addition, 

Abdulhamid II has restored the justice in different Ottoman provinces and adopted a 

friendly attitude towards each of the great European powers. The reforms of 

Abdulhamid II sympathized with the poor people and showed great tolerance to the 

non-Muslim subjects, according to the director of l’Orient. Nicolas Nicolaides 

acknowledged that Abdulhamid II contributed to promote l’Orient. It seemed that 

Nicolas Nicolaides needed to assert that the aim of the publishing policy of l’Orient 

was not to become richer. According to Nicolas Nicolaides, l’Orient was not 

published with the only purpose of making money for its workers.
41

 Nonetheless, it 

was important for Nicolas Nicolaides to underline the money issue to strengthen his 

                                      

38
 Nicolas Nicolaides, S.M.I.le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II l’Empire Ottoman et les Puissances 

Balkaniques Journal L’Orient 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 (Paris, 1908), accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.2. 
39

Nicolas Nicolaides, S.M.I. le Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II Ses Plus Glorious Ancetres et les plus 

Illustres Souverains Chretiens, Journal L’Orient 25, 27(Paris, 1908), accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, .p.5. 
40

 Ibid.p.4. 

41 Nicolas Nicolaides, “A Sa Majeste Abdulhamid Khan II Ancien Sultan des Ottomans” L’Orient 
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relationship with Abdulhamid II. This also showed the true nature of his praises for 

Abdulhamid II in l’Orient. 

According to Nicolas Nicolaides, Abdulhamid II became sultan at a time, 

when many people lost their hopes for the survival of the Ottoman Empire. Thus, 

before having read l’Orient journal, one could make several remarks. Firstly, the 

European ideas of progress put into practice in the Ottoman domestic affairs 

contributed to the survival of the Ottoman Empire. Secondly, the treaties signed by 

the Sublime Porte and the European great powers helped the Ottoman Empire to 

survive rather than the reforms initiated by Abdulhamid II. Thirdly, the Ottoman 

domestic affairs under the reign of Abdulhamid II were “sick”; the European 

intervention in the Ottoman domestic affairs did not profit (not useful for) neither the 

European great powers nor the Ottoman Empire from 1899 to 1909.   

This study will demonstrate that targets of Abdulhamid II’s reforms consisted 

of holding friendly relationship with each great European power in order to maintain 

the survival of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, it outlines the plans of some great 

European powers to intervene in Ottoman domestic affairs. It also focuses on some 

consequences of that intervention and some effects of Abdulhamid II’s reforms from 

1899 to 1909. 

The purpose of this study is to follow the Hamidian reforms and their 

contributions to the Ottoman Empire from the articles and brochures published in 

this journal. Another aim is to contribute to the debates on the Eastern Question from 

the information provided by the same journal. The topics published in l’Orient on the 

Ottoman Empire depict socio-economic, political issues of the same empire; they 

also depict the reforms in Ottoman education and military. 

The dissertation includes two chapters; both of them include two sections. In 

the first chapter, I carry out an analysis about the Eastern Question. To this end, I 

describe the issues regarding the territory of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, I depict the 

territorial, economic, religious, cultural aims of France, Russia, England, Italy, 

Germany, Austria and their consequences on the life in some Balkan provinces, 

under the Ottoman rule. In this same chapter, I also demonstrate why great European 
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powers considered Ottoman domestic affairs “sick”, particularly from 1899 to 1909. 

I also identify the effects of such European ideas on the life in the Ottoman Balkan 

provinces. In the second chapter, I depict economic, financial, educational and 

military effects of Hamidian reforms from 1899 to 1909 and their contributions to the 

survival of the Ottoman Empire. I consider that the reforms of Abdulhamid II 

diminish the influence of foreign powers on the Ottoman Empire’s foreign and 

domestic affairs. Even though the Empire collapsed in 1923, Abdulhamid II initiated 

reforms in order to reduce the undue influences of great European powers on the 

Sublime Porte and re-established his rule.  
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CHAPTER 1 

 

THE EUROPEAN GREAT POWERS AND THE HAMIDIAN 

POLICY (1899-1909) ACCORDING TO L’ORIENT 

 

From 1899 to 1909, the issues regarding the disintegration of Ottoman 

territory were central to the Eastern Question. Russia, France, Germany, Italy, 

England and Austria competed with each other for the control of Ottoman provinces. 

The rural parts of Ottoman provinces gradually became threatened and Hamidian 

rule experienced the effects of great European powers’ idea of progress.  

 

1.1 Territory of Ottoman provinces envied by great European powers. 

 

The great European powers were seeing the territorial resources of Ottoman 

provinces as raw materials that they could use for their industries. The great 

European powers highly envied some rich Ottoman provinces. The high rank 

officials from the Ottoman provinces were highly concerned about the risk of 

potential exploitation. 

 

1.1.1 European great powers in several Ottoman provinces 

 

For various reasons, the great European powers criticized the Ottoman domestic 

affairs during the reign of Abdulhamid II. The success of their great projects largely 

depended on economic control of Ottoman provinces. They considered the Ottoman 

Empire fragile. To this end, England, France, Russia, Germany and Italy had 

different strategies. 

By 1899, the projects of Sir Cecil Rodes were incompatible with the completion 

of rail network of Anatolia. Before the completion of that rail network, riots took 
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place in western Armenia in Anatolia.
42

 England wanted to control the economic 

resources of Egypt. This control would be impossible if the railway network of 

Anatolia was completed earlier. England wanted to guarantee her economic 

advantages all across east African coast. 

The will of controlling the Ottoman provinces polarised the great European 

powers. Those powers rejected the reconstruction of Ottoman army. In the plateau of 

Asia in Persia, Russia wanted to extend her railway network to farther regions while 

England wanted to take Bender, Bouchir, Bassora and Kuwait (gateway to the 

gulf).
43

 However, by 1899, a period of peace started between Greece and the 

Ottoman Empire when M.M. Theotokis, Deli Georges, Carapanos were in power.
44

 

This political peace gave an advantage to the industrial European powers. Visits and 

exchange of gifts were some indicators of this political peace. 

The attitude of Ottoman provinces in their regions helped the European great 

powers to fulfil various social and economic projects in the Ottoman Empire. In 

Macedonia, Albanians reclaimed some rights that they enjoyed in the past.  They 

were in the majority in Macedonia under the Ottoman rule. Each Ottoman province 

wanted to found an independent state. In fact, they asked help from the governments 

of great European powers. Thus, these governments took advantage of the riots for 

independence in order to accuse the Ottoman government. 

 The great European powers were gradually concerned about Ottoman domestic and 

Ottoman foreign affairs. 

 Those riots deteriorated military and commercial relationship between the 

Ottoman Empire and France. A new era began in the relationship between the 

Sublime Porte and Germany. In 1873, the Sublime Porte accused M. Thiers of 

refusing to send French military officers to the Ottoman government in order to 
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 Claude Daube, “Les Albanais”, Journal L’Orient 9 (1899), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ 
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44

 E. Levrault, “Au golfe persique”, Journal L’Orient 10 (1899), accessed on June 6, 2013, 
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 16   

 

reorganise the Ottoman army well.
45

 The goods of French merchants were too 

expensive. French companies did not stop in Dedeagatch. Furthermore, French 

merchants did not send any goods to the Ottoman hinterland cities.
46

 Those economic 

and military problems were factors of several Franco-Ottoman conflicts.  

The Sublime Porte and Germany were promoting their relationship. In addition, 

the diplomatic relationship between France and Germany was fragile. As a result, 

social and economic connections between the great European powers and the 

Ottoman provinces have changed. They turned sour. A war broke out between the 

Sublime Porte and Serbia in 1876 due to the above-mentioned change. Another war 

broke out in 1877-78 between the Ottoman Empire and Russia.
47

 Those two events 

were some indicators of this new situation. Since then, foreign powers gradually 

invested their capital in the Ottoman Empire. Germany obtained an important place 

in this investment. The Ottoman Empire asked help from the German officers to 

reorganise the Ottoman army well. The defeat of the Ottoman army led the great 

European powers to consider the Ottoman Empire a “sick man”, which would 

disappear very soon. Thus, the European great powers and their allies levelled 

several kinds of criticism against the Sublime Porte. 

“We were again reproached, said Turcs, to buy all 

our military materials from Germany, to send our 

young officers to there, so that they complete their 

studies, to have German instructors for our army, 

to forget, in finish, our previous friends, our 

previous allies, who fought side by side with us 

and for us, on the same battlefields.”
48

 

                                      

45
Nicolas Nicolaides, “Turquie et France”, Journal L’Orient 7 (February 1900), accessed on June 6, 
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Other great European powers, immediately, waited for the end of the 

Ottoman Empire. They wanted to get its remainders. Thus, they saw this German-

Ottoman co-operation as an obstacle to the success of their economic co-operation 

with the Sublime Porte. The German-Ottoman co-operation would give political and 

economic supremacy to both Germany and Sublime Porte. In this sense, the 

industrial European powers would not greatly benefit from their economic co-

operation with the Ottoman Empire. The visit of Guillaume II to Abdulhamid II was 

an important stage for the German-Ottoman co-operation. This co-operation 

threatened the interests of Italy and Austria (two allies of Germany). Austria’s 

industry lost its foundations in the eastern markets.
49

 The visit of Guillaume II had, 

in addition, religious effects: the protection of Catholic religion. After the French-

German war, Germany consolidated its economic situation in the Ottoman Empire. 

There, it created agricultural colonies.
50

 The good harmony between the Sublime 

Porte and Germany promoted the foundation of the same colonies. In the journal, “Le 

Gaulois”, C. Chryssaphides wrote the following lines:    

“German is the most certain ally for us and 

the most faithful, because it does not envy any part 

of our territory. We see that, in Europe or in Asia, 

such a power took a province away from us, such 

power else envied such a part of our Asian or 

European province. We cannot believe any of 

them. Contrary to others, Germany wanted to 

conserve the Ottoman Empire, to fortify, to 

consolidate it. From Berlin, no danger threatens 

us. We cannot say the same thing concerning other 

cities of Europe.”
51

 

For the Ottoman government, the presence of Germans on its territory 

profited to the Ottoman Empire. The presence of Germans could reduce the 
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economic interests of other great European powers. In this sense, the presence of the 

above-mentioned powers would not help the Sublime Porte to exploit its economic 

resources in the interest of the Ottoman Empire. The following lines were written in 

the same journal: 

“German people to come in large number to 

Ottoman Empire: their presence gave great value 

to our lands, made easy the exploitation of the 

immense resources of our Asian provinces. These 

foreign people, who were colonies among our 

disparate populations, were a means of progress, 

of civilization, of tranquillity (quietness, calmness) 

and peace. First all, these settlers were hardly 

working people, inoffensive. Europe infinitely 

asked us to make reforms in our provinces. Well! 

The gradual settlement of Germans insensibly 

(without concern) brought without upheaval the 

reforms of the country.”
52

 

The Ottoman government believed the moral and intellectual quality of 

Germans. German presence profited to the Ottoman Empire since the relationship 

between the Ottomans and French people turned sour. In addition, Russo-Ottoman 

war was advantageous for the co-operation between Germany and the Ottoman 

Empire. Accordingly, Economic and military co-operation between the Ottoman 

Empire and Germany peaked in firm relationship. The economic initiatives of the 

great European powers extremely impinged on the life in the Ottoman provinces. The 

aforementioned initiatives created nationalistic ideas within the Ottoman Balkan 

provinces. The emergence of nationalistic ideas in the Ottoman Balkan provinces 

urged the great European powers to protect the Christian religious groups under the 

Ottoman rule. 

Thus, in 1900, Russia, France, England, Italy, etc., were planning to occupy 

the lands of Ottoman Empire.  

Russia was present in Persia and Asia. The construction of Zulfa-Tabriz-Hama’s 

railway threatened the interests of England in Persia. 
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The Journal Gazette of Turkestan depicted the targets of Russia in this region: 

“At the same time, Russia will avoid establishing 

anything, from which Turkey might profit. In this 

sense, there will not be connections with 

Buschire, throughout any railway established 

over Tigris or Euphrates, but only with Bandar-

Abbas and with political, industrial and strategic 

domain of the country.”
53

 

Russia wanted to control the Tigris and the Euphrates and prevent the 

Ottoman Empire from developing its commerce in this region. In fact, the great 

commercial road, which went to India and the Far East, became important. The 

Ottoman Empire gradually lost its markets in Persia and in Minor Asia. In addition, 

the Ottoman army was fragile. As a result, the repression of riots broken out in the 

Ottoman provinces was difficult or impossible. The same Journal wrote that:   

“Then, an insurrection would be enough so that 

the Ottoman Empire, which had not any money, 

any soldier for its defence, ended.”
54

 

Briefly, Russia took advantage of the exhaustion in the Ottoman economic system 

and military in order to destroy the commerce of this empire. This exhaustion 

particularly stemmed from the visit of Guillaume II to the sultan. The same 

exhaustion was also a consequence of riots broken out in different Ottoman Balkan 

provinces. 

  The great European powers established diverse plans in order to deteriorate 

the Ottoman rule. They caused divorce between the Ottoman Empire and the 

Ottoman Greek subjects. Furthermore, the aforementioned plans consisted of 

deteriorating the Ottoman military power.
55

 

For various reasons, Italy envied Cyrenaica and Albania. Moreover, England 

controlled Egypt; Russia occupied the greatest part of the eastern vilayets in the 
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Anatolian part of the Ottoman Empire. Besides, England set its control on the 

Ottoman submarine cables. According to the statistics, England controlled 70 % of 

Ottoman cables.
56

 Therefore, in Asia and in Africa, France saw its interests 

threatened. Then, France allied with the Ottoman Empire. A new era started in the 

history of relationship between France and the Ottoman Empire. 

  The competition between the great European powers for controlling the 

Ottoman provinces endlessly gave rise to riots within the same provinces. The 

repression of those riots gradually weakened the Ottoman budget. In 1900, Russia 

occupied the Ottoman provinces of Minor Asia and Persia; the England set its sights 

on a part of Ottoman waters.
57

 As a result, commercial relations came to a halt 

between the Ottoman Empire and its richest provinces. The industrial boost of great 

European powers could explain the European economic competition on Ottoman 

lands. Therefore, the great European powers needed new markets to sustain the 

development of their industry and economy. To meet this need, the great European 

powers discovered new rich lands that they tried to dominate. Thus, in the late 19th 

century and early 20th century, the great emphasis on education and positive sciences 

of great European powers influenced the entire world. The Sultan Abdulhamid II 

understood this trend of Europe and he adopted a specific attitude toward the great 

European powers. 

 Then, in 1902, a great commercial co-operation started between the Sublime 

Porte and the great European powers. England and Germany occupied an important 

place in this co-operation. The Ottoman Empire exported major part of its goods to 

England. The value of that export reached six million Turkish pounds a year, 
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whereas the value of Ottoman export to other countries was fifteen million Turkish 

pounds a year.
58

  

 The Sublime Porte exported wool, mohair, grain, gum, butter, cheese, eggs, 

etc. Bagdad railway network played a great role in the export of Ottoman goods. It 

linked the railways of Asia Minor and the remotest provinces of the Ottoman 

Empire. 

After 1902, Germany was greatly engaged in the economic and military re-

construction of the Ottoman Empire. The construction of Bagdad railway was an 

indicator of this engagement. 

Furthermore, the commercial co-operation between Italy and the Ottoman 

Empire boosted between 1891 and 1900. For Carmelo Melia, attaché of the 

commerce at the Italian embassy, the import of Ottoman goods from Italy, 

augmented from a minimum of 15.990.000 Francs, to a maximum of 31.599.000 

Francs during the same period.
59

 

Nonetheless, in 1902 France lost its influence in the Orient (East). France felt that 

Constantinople, siege of Islamic culture influenced the French colonies significantly. 

In this sense, France thought that from the pilgrimage of Algerian Muslims, the 

Ottoman Empire profited more than France did. This French attitude contributed to 

diminish the splendour of the relationship between France and the Ottoman Empire. 

Accordingly, Germany consolidated its relationship between the Ottoman Empire. 

Briefly, in 1902, the Ottoman authorities trusted in the German authorities 

more than they did in the French ones. They pursued their economic and military 

reconstruction with Germans while the other great industrial powers of Europe 

pursued their economic and territorial targets in the Ottoman provinces. 

In 1903, there were a number of appointments of officers. For example, the 

sultan nominated S.A.Ferid to the grand vezirate (the office of the prime minister); 
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Edib Pacha succeeded Rechad Bey as the chief of governor to Kosovo, Mehmed 

Pacha went from Tripoli (of Africa) to Monastir.
60

 Abdulhamid II considered this 

reform in Ottoman domestic affairs a means of reducing the foreign influence on the 

same domestic affairs. S.A.Ferid would have a hostile attitude towards this influence. 

Besides, the officials, appointed recently, were more effective.
61

  

For Nicolas Nicolaides this administrative innovation took place at a moment 

when the great European powers had largely envied an important part of the Ottoman 

Empire. It was also a period where the Coran had a particular influence on natural 

sciences in the Ottoman Empire. England, Germany and Italy pounced on Venezuela. 

Austria, Russia and France financially supported Macedonia.
62

  The number of the 

sources of revenue declined drastically in the Ottoman Empire. 

In 1904, economic and territorial issues concerning the Ottoman Empire were 

crucial. Russia had set its control on Constantinople, Austria on Salonika; England 

was present in Egypt; France captured Tunis and wanted to control Syria. Italy at the 

same time wanted to possess Tripoli and Albania.
63

 

The success of these plans would remove the important part of Ottoman lands. 

In short, the economic and territorial politics of the great European powers in 

the Ottoman provinces consisted, through Alliances, of establishing a Hungarian-

slave empire. The foundation of the Hungarian-slave Empire deprived Abdulhamid II 

of his commercial and industrial resources. In fact, an alliance between Germany, 

Hungary and Austria was a sin qua non condition for the foundation of this new 

empire. The empire would cover Bohemia, Poland, and Hungary in the north, and 
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Serbia, Bulgaria, etc. in the south.
64

 The empire was against the interests of Russia. 

The position of Greece was important in the foundation of this new empire. 

Greece and Russia were therefore against the Sublime Porte. According to the roman 

journal, Diritto, the conquest of Salonika would be the end of the Ottoman Empire. 

Nicolas Nicolaides shared this point of view.
65

 

The Ottoman Empire was considered divided into different pieces of land. 

Thus, after 1904, religious, political and cultural issues took precedence over 

economic and territorial issues. They had diverse consequences. The religious, 

political and cultural issues resulted from the violation of the Berlin Treaty. The 

treaty of Berlin promised to restore the integrity of Ottoman territory. 

                                     

 

1.1.2 Great European Powers in the Ottoman Empire and Autonomy idea in the 

Balkan provinces 

 

The gradual emergence of the idea of autonomy in Ottoman Balkan provinces 

contributed to the success of various geostrategic projects undertaken by the great 

European powers in the Ottoman Empire. The protection of Ottoman non-Muslim 

subjects by the great European powers, the causes of Balkan states’ foundation and 

the establishment of consulates and schools by the great European powers were 

central to those projects. 

Several people considered the Macedonia the entire part of Ottoman 

European provinces.
66

 In those provinces, the European great powers endlessly led 

religious, cultural and political re-construction. In fact, France was recognized as the 
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main protector of Ottoman non-Muslim subjects. Nonetheless, the decline of French 

moral authority on the above-mentioned subjects and the will of the aforementioned 

powers to gain large influence in the Orient changed the course events. After the 

conquest of Constantinople in 1453, the Sultan Mehmed II did not overrule the 

religious authority of Ottoman Christian subjects. In fact, there was a religious 

tolerance towards the same subjects. The religious tolerance continued during the 

reign of Abdulhamid II. In this sense, the Sublime Porte recognized numerous 

religious communities: Catholic Armenian (in 1831), Catholic Greeks or Melkites, 

Catholic Bulgarians, Maronites, etc. Later on, other foreign religious groups, such as 

Franciscans (around the beginning of 16
th 

century), the Brothers of Christian doctrine 

and the Sisters of Charity (in 1840), settled in the Ottoman Empire.
67

 

Although the Ottoman Empire granted the great religious tolerance to its 

Christian communities, the great European powers pursued their religious conquest 

in this Empire. In fact, did the above-mentioned powers want to destroy the Ottoman 

rule and establish their former religious principles, by directly controlling the 

religious communities living under the authority of Abdulhamid II? In fact, the 

religious communities gradually became autonomous. Greek Church included four 

autocephalous centres: Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem. The 

Patriarch of Constantinople or the Ecumenical Patriarchate was not replaced as long 

as, he was alive.
68

 

The visit of Guillaume II and the decline of French moral authority in the 

Orient were the important phases of religious conquest of great European powers in 

the Ottoman Empire from 1899 to 1909.The East was a vast area, which extended 

from Libya to Black Sea, from Suez to Constantinople and from the Mediterranean 
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to the Euphrates. France spiritually influenced all Christian communities living in 

this imperial realm.
69

 However, this French authority had declined. 

The reasons for that decline were diverse. M. Thiers refused in 1873 to send 

French military officers to the Sublime Porte. The splendour of the relationship 

between France and the Ottoman Empire diminished. Obviously, the other great 

European powers, such as Germany, Italy, and Austria, were encouraged to pounce 

on the Ottoman domestic affairs, particularly on religious affairs. Each great 

European power privileged the control of its national groups living on the Ottoman 

lands. 

 Germany first rejected the decision of Ottoman court, which allowed the 

French consulate to participate in the trial of individuals brought before the courts. 

Those individuals were under the French protection. In addition, the law promulgated 

on religious congregation by France displeased the other great European powers.
70

 In 

fact, the Ottoman Empire became an Empire, which had to be shared between the 

ethnic and religious groups of Russia, Italy, Austria, Germany, etc. 

Since the relationship between Germany and the Ottoman Empire was 

consolidated, Germany rejected the French moral influence on Catholics in the 

Orient. As a result, Germany, in last incidents of the Holy-Sepulcher, defended its 

national communities.
71

 Russia, an ally of France did not hesitate to take its share of 

the cake. An imperial decision allowed Italy to protect its minorities directly.
72
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Austria protected the religious groups settled in Albania and in Epirus. The Ottoman 

Empire and the aforementioned powers had close commercial and military co-

operations. These co-operations could affect the sultan to allow each great European 

power to control its minorities. 

One of the characteristics of the Ottoman rule was the practice of the system of “stick 

and carrot”. This system consisted, for the sultan, of taking draconian measures 

against the recalcitrant (stubborn) provinces and, of cherishing the provinces, which 

obeyed the sultan. By extension, the Ottomans could implement this system in their 

diverse relationship with their allies. In this sense, France, the protector of Ottoman 

Catholics over a long period, did not escape from the practice of the Ottoman system 

of “stick”. 

One could wonder how France gained and lost this spiritual influence in the 

Ottoman Orient. For Nicolas Nicolaides, French government prohibited the entrance 

of Turkish and Arab newspapers in Algeria. Thus, the attitude of French government 

regarding the Turkish newspapers could be a factor of French authority’s decline in 

the Orient. However, in 1899, Ottomans were conscious of the acuteness of foreign 

intervention in their domestic affairs. For instance, the effects of French religious 

patronage over the Catholics gradually became perceptible in 1899. Nonetheless, 

each European great power tried to protect its religious communities. According to 

Nicolas Nicolaides, the Moniteur Orient wrote as follows: 

“Since the moment that the thing is impossible, 

since the moment that we are condemned to 

experience the intervention of European great 

powers, again better, we want each sole power to 

protect its nationals […]. At least, we will, in this 

case, only deal with a sole power, whereas 

actually, an Italian priest, for example, gains 

double protection: the one of France as a catholic 

and the one of Italy as an Italian subject […]”
73
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This attested that the French religious patronage over the Catholics under the 

Ottoman rule was visible in 1899. This French religious patronage over the Catholics 

probably stemmed from the contracts and the traditions, which linked the Ottoman 

Empire and France. 

Pierre Mareuilles thought that the decline of French religious patronage over 

the Catholics in the Orient did not result from the fact that France did not participate 

in the events, which took place in Anatolia, Macedonia, and Crete. For Mareuilles, 

Austria wanted to re-construct the eastern empire.
74

 Accordingly, through the riots in 

the Ottoman Empire, Austria wanted to destroy the French religious patronage over 

the Catholics by becoming the protector of Catholics (Greeks, Bulgarians, etc.). In 

addition, France would not correctly play its role of religious patronage over the 

Catholics in Orient. Moreover, the Ottoman Empire, which had trusted in France, 

would give that right of religious patronage to France, in order to control all the 

Ottoman Christian subjects well.
75

 

The end of French religious patronage in Orient had many consequences. 

France adopted a hostile attitude in its relationship with the Sublime Porte. Then, 

France and other great European powers acted to destroy the Ottoman culture and 

Ottoman governance. In fact, each of those great powers, which obtained the right to 

protect its religious minorities, consolidated its position by organising and fuelling 

campaigns. Schools, consulates and violation of treaties had played great roles in 

organising those campaigns. The campaigns also had many consequences. The 

religious affairs of minorities living on the Ottoman lands were connected with the 

political affairs of these minorities. The connection of religious affairs with the 

political affairs resulted from great Europe powers’ violation of capitulations and 

treaties, in order to pursue their political intervention in the domestic affairs of the 
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Ottoman Empire. The Treaty of Paris of 1856 recognized the integrity of Ottoman 

territory. It also prohibited any foreign intervention in Ottoman domestic affairs
76

.  

Besides, the Treaty of Berlin of 1878 granted the right to each religious 

community to exercise its religious duties freely.
77

 Nonetheless, each religious group 

thought that the period had come to establish an autonomous authority against the 

territorial integrity and the interests of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, the Treaty of 

Berlin gave the right to the great European powers to protect the Ottoman religious 

minorities. Later on, Christian minorities previously living in the Ottoman Empire 

performed that protection. Thus, with various external influences, the European way 

of life quickly was transferred within regions where the religious minorities lived. 

However, in the whole Ottoman Empire, the European way of life slowly was 

transferred. The Ottoman Empire conserved its principles, which required the 

conservation of each religious group. In other words, Ottomans avoided merging 

religious groups into the whole mechanism of their empire.           

Those contrasts of spiritual development within the Ottoman Empire were factors of 

the violation of treaties of Berlin, Paris, etc. Thus, for the great European powers, the 

Treaty of Berlin, considered inefficient, did not equally profit to both Ottoman 

Muslims and Ottoman non-Muslim subjects. 

After 1878, a law supplemented that treaty, in aid of Rumelia:   

“That everyone be free to practice his religion 

(article 82). That the religious communities to 

conserve their former rights and privileges and 

their relationship, with their spiritual chiefs 

residing in the country, or elsewhere, (articles 28, 

336). That the communities to not be prevented 

from conserving all their properties and those 

properties to not be expropriated except for being 

used for public service and according to the 
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dispositions related to the laws. (article341) [… 

]”
78

  

This law provided an important cultural liberty for Rumelia. Other Ottoman 

provinces obviously reacted. In addition, the capitulations were the confirmation of 

each national religious minority’s protection by a great European power. This 

protection was only in commercial and religious affairs. On Ottoman lands, the 

national merchants of Christian European countries were not subjected to the 

commercial tax payment and to other taxes.
79

 However, the Ottoman merchants were 

supposed to pay this tax on their territory. Because of this economic policy, foreign 

people dominated the domestic commerce of the Ottoman Empire. The policy 

contributed to the decline of the imperial economy. The imperial economy should be 

used to repress possible riots, resulted from the violation of treaties. In this 

perspective, the great European powers encouraged their protected communities. The 

same powers did not regularly respect the clauses of treaties and capitulations. As a 

result, Ottoman Balkan provinces did not follow the requirements of treaties and 

capitulations. Since then, several acts of violation of treaties and capitulation had 

taken place. In 1908, the acts of violation of treaties gradually became visible. One of 

them was the fact that the Balkan provinces extremely were interested in the issues, 

which had nothing to do with their regions. For instance, this attitude transgressed 

the Treaty of Berlin. In fact, parliaments of Ottoman Balkan provinces asked for their 

rights in Macedonia or elsewhere.
80

 

In addition, the great European powers did not encourage Bulgaria, Greece, 

Serbia and Montenegro to pay a portion of their debts to the Ottoman government, as 

the Treaty of Berlin had mentioned it. This attitude of the above-mentioned powers 

of Europe was also a violation of the same treaty. For instance, Bulgaria, Greece, 
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Serbia and Montenegro were respectively supposed to pay annually, 108.885 Turkish 

pounds, 28.459 Turkish pounds, 23.182 Turkish pounds, 1.088 Turkish pounds to the 

Ottoman treasure.
81

 It was a contribution from each Ottoman province in order to pay 

back the Ottoman debt to Europe. 

The Treaty of Berlin, which did not allow the Ottoman government to protect 

its Muslims living in the Christian countries of Europe, contributed to paralyze the 

functioning of the Ottoman Empire. Instead of helping this empire to pay its debts, 

the great European powers destroyed the finances of the same empire. The domestic 

trade of the Ottoman Empire declined. As a result, the Ottoman treasure was 

deteriorated. 

As for the political issues, the violation of the Treaties signed between the Ottoman 

Empire and the European great powers separated the provincial Ottoman domestic 

affairs from the domestic affairs of Constantinople. This violation facilitated those 

provinces to become gradually autonomous; it enabled the great European powers to 

support the aforementioned provinces. 

The European great powers and the Ottoman provinces established schools, 

which solely defended their aims. The great European powers and their protected 

peoples founded various autonomous structures on the Ottoman lands so as to lead 

efficiently their policy of Ottoman Empire’s disintegration. In fact, they preached 

nationalistic ideas intended for disassembling the Ottoman Empire’s structure. They 

opened schools all across the Empire. The religious issues and the violation of Treaty 

of Berlin put the Sublime Porte in the fragile position of repressing riots due to 

campaigns. 

The campaigns accompanied the foundation of schools. In 1906, A. Rechid 

Safvet remarked the proliferation of foreign schools in the capital as well as in the 

provinces of the Ottoman Empire.
82

 He stated that the schools taught history and 
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geography of some foreign countries (including France, Germany, England, etc.) to 

the Young Turk students. Therefore, they were used for re-shaping the mentality of 

Young Turk students. In fact, the curriculum of these schools was imposed. For 

instance, Russia thought that the teaching of its language and geography had to be 

compulsory in various schools opened in the Empire. The students in foreign schools 

were supposed to take seven- or eight-years study; they used to have almost ten 

hours daily.
83

 When they finished their studies, they could become merchants, 

industrialists, or employees. Consequently, they could promote the economic 

advantages of great European powers against the Ottoman economic advantages. The 

European great powers, which were generally capitalist, were therefore going to 

teach the principles of capitalist production to the younger generations of the 

Ottoman Empire. This mode of economic production was against the interests of the 

Ottoman mode of economic production. The great European powers, according to 

their own vision, completely wanted to destroy the economic and spiritual originality 

of the Ottoman Empire. For instance, a Greco-French high school was famous 

because of its courses in French and Greek languages.
84

 

The Ottoman Balkan provinces were acting in line with their French, 

German, Russian protectors, etc. Medes and Persians first settled Macedonia. Later 

on, Greeks, Bulgarians Serbians, Rumanians, Turks, Latins, Slaves and Semites 

settled Macedonia. The Ottoman Balkan provinces covered these communities. In 

fact, Macedonia included the vilayets (provinces) of Monastir, Uskub, Salonika and 

Adrianople.
85

 In Macedonia, each vilayet tried to enlarge its domain. In this 

perspective, the above-mentioned vilayets were supported by the fact that the great 

European powers, all the time, wanted to use them in order to disintegrate the 

Ottoman Empire and gain its economic advantages, which the great European 
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powers constantly needed. In this sense, Rumanians, Serbians, Bulgarians, Ottoman 

Greek communities, etc. supported the campaigns, which harmed the Ottoman 

imperial organization. 

 There were a number of the acts of campaign and the schools in the Ottoman 

Balkan provinces in 1903. Rumanian schools gave particular emphasis on French 

and Turkish. The Rumanian nationalistic idea totally was not territorial. Contrary to 

the Rumanians, the Serbs reclaimed their territorial independence. They considered a 

part of their territory the domains (Montenegro, Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia, etc.), 

where the Serbo-Croatian language was spoken.
86

 The campaign of Serbs was more 

visible in Macedonia. The Serbian schools in Salonika, Serres, etc., were used to re-

shape and impose the Serbian mentality on the Macedonian lands. The Bulgarians 

combatted this nationalistic idea. They were more populous in Macedonia than the 

Serbs. Kosovo was the most influential area of Serbian campaigns. The education 

was free of charge in Serbian schools. This education and consulates largely 

supported the Serbian campaigns. In fact, consulates were established in Salonika, 

Monastir, and vice-consulates were opened in Prichtina, Uskub, Prizren, etc.
87

 A 

Serbian high school was founded in Salonika. Besides, preachers and teachers 

sometimes were used as facilitators of the Bulgarian campaigns. Nonetheless, 

Bulgarians also resorted to the violence. Emissaries made the violence on the envied 

regions, such as Coumanovo, Perlepe, Keuprulu and other parts of Salonika; 

Monastir and Kosovo were very envied. In addition, Bulgaria enjoyed the strategic 

assistance from Russia. 

Besides, the Ottoman Greek community had a privileged position. This 

community was one of the most important communities in the Ottoman Empire.
88

 It 

greatly influenced the cities of different provinces thanks to its institutions. The 

“Syllogos” of Athena (an association of literature) was important in terms of 
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promoting Greek language. It aimed to “collect the sums of money on the lands of 

the sovereign Georges, and distribute those sums to the teachers of Greek 

communities living in various Ottoman provinces.”
89

 In fact, the consulates were 

established. 

These campaigns certified that the Balkan provinces were disconnected from the 

Ottoman domestic affairs. 

To sum up, the territorial politics of great European powers in the Ottoman 

Empire consisted of dividing the Ottoman lands among the great industrial European 

powers, which were endlessly in need of markets. To this end, it would be necessary 

to deteriorate the control of the Sublime Porte on its Balkan provinces. The Ottoman 

Empire faced with various events including the war against Russia in 1878, the visit 

of German king Guillaume II in the Ottoman Empire, etc. Consequently, the Sublime 

Porte was concerned about the modernisation of its army, finances, etc. However, 

this new success was not welcome by the great European powers. They felt that the 

above-mentioned modernisation could allow the Ottoman Empire to regain its 

previous authority and prestige. They intervened in the political, economic, social 

and cultural affairs of the Ottoman Empire, in order to act against this modernisation. 

One of these acts was the conclusion of the treaties, especially, the Treaty of Berlin 

(in 1878), which rather supported the economic capitalist production than the 

Ottoman economic production. As a result, the concluded Treaties between the 

Ottoman Empire and the European great powers weakened the financial system of 

the Empire. They consolidated the rapprochement of the aforementioned powers and 

the Ottoman Balkan provinces. The divorce of Ottoman domestic affairs in 

Constantinople and Ottoman provincial domestic affairs was visible. The Treaties 

also supported the emergence of nationalistic ideas in the Balkans. What had 
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Abdulhamid II hitherto done in order to prevent European undue intervention in 

Ottoman domestic affairs?  

If great European powers had their relationship with the Ottoman Empire by 

using Treaties to earn economic advantages, the Ottoman Sultan, Abdulhamid II, 

established the relationship between the Ottoman Empire and the great European 

powers through international conferences concerning various scientific issues. 

Abdulhamid II sent some intellectual Ottomans to various European countries to 

attend international conferences concerning various scientific issues. They attended 

the events, which took place in Rome, Vienne, Dresden, Paris and Venice.
90

 At that 

time, the teaching of Islamic topics to graduated students played a significant role in 

the re-construction of Ottoman morale. 

When a danger emerged, Abdulhamid II took some necessary measures. 

Thus, he took several measures for the construction of a non-Muslim school and a 

foreign school in the Ottoman territory in 1906. Of these measures, we could list the 

following ones:  

1. “The opening of a non-Muslim school should 

not cause local or political inconvenience, 

2. The affluence of people, for whom the school 

was opened, had to be determined, 

3. The location of the above-mentioned school 

(Muslim or non-Muslim region) should be 

identified, 

4. People who paid fees for the construction of the 

school had to be reported, 

5. The nature of land (mulk, vacouf or emirie) on 

which the school would be established had to be 

known,  

6. The dimensions of the same school and the 

number of its rooms should be known.”
91
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In addition, Abdulhamid II restructured the Ottoman domestic affairs by 

transferring his officials from one office to another. Despite those measures, foreign 

intervention in the Ottoman domestic affairs largely deteriorated the structures of the 

Sublime Porte. 

Briefly, the authenticity of Ottoman domestic affairs was underestimated. The 

structure and the imperial idea of the Ottoman Empire were questioned. Then, the 

campaigns, which supported the establishment of schools, resulted in the social and 

political agitations and the foundation of Balkan states. The great European powers’ 

idea of progress accompanied the campaigns. This idea contributed to the decline of 

Ottoman rule under the reign of Abdulhamid II. 

 

 

1.2 The European great powers and the Decline of Ottoman Rule (1899-1909) 

 

 

For the European great powers, Abdulhamid II had to put their idea of 

progress into practice in his Empire, where their Christian nationals were living. 

However, the Ottoman Empire did not put this idea into effect, completely or 

efficiently. In fact, they considered the Ottoman rule sick. Since the Ottoman 

domestic affairs and the domestic affairs of great European powers were different, 

protests accompanied the success of great European powers’ idea of progress in 

Balkan provinces. 

 

1.2.1 Social, religious and political agitations in Balkan provinces 

 

Social and political upheavals took place in Balkan provinces due to the 

protection of religious minorities by each great European power in the Ottoman 
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Empire, the attitude of great European power towards the Treaty of Berlin, the 

violations of this treaty, etc. 

Those provinces gradually became disappointed with the help of great European 

powers. Unsatisfied, they used religious issues in order to achieve their political 

aims. 

The privileges granted to the Christian communities of the Empire by the 

Sultan Mehmed II after the conquest of Constantinople caused serious politico-

religious problems in the Ottoman domestic affairs from 1899 to 1909. 

There were various causes of these problems. The problems would stem from the 

management of revenues and privileges granted to the Patriarchate of 

Constantinople. After the conquest of Constantinople, Mehmed gave great power to 

the Patriarchate of Constantinople. It was Genadius Scholarius, who first received the 

“caftan” and the “baton.”
92 He had a group of janissaries in his service. From a 

decision of Mehmed II, some religious services of the same patriarchate became 

permanent.   

In the Ottoman Empire as in the Byzantine Empire, the testaments 

(inheritances) regarding Christian people were managed by almost the same 

principles. For instance, when courts recognized a testament confirmed by the 

patriarchate, this testament was valid (moveable or immoveable revenues). The 

Sublime Porte managed some particular testaments through the law of “Evkaf” (pious 

donations); the patriarchate recognized those testaments.
93

 They were valid in each 

court of the Ottoman Empire. The patriarchate considered the protests, which would 

stem from the management of testaments. 
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As for the Christian schools in the Ottoman Empire, the role played by the 

Ottoman state in the management of those schools was not so much different from 

the one played by the Byzantine state in the same management. In fact, the Christian 

religious chiefs were in charge of supervising and running the aforementioned 

schools. They were in charge of appointing the teachers and designing the curricula. 

The Ottoman government was controlling the curricula and the qualifications of 

teachers. The directors of public schools were doing it in vilayets where the 

government had not its inspectors. When a priest was guilty of an act, he was 

imprisoned in the patriarchate. When he was charged with a criminal act, he was put 

on trial before a court. Besides, the patriarch himself carried out the issues of 

marriages and divorces. The Ottoman judiciary authorities put the decisions of the 

patriarchate into practice.
94

 

Briefly, the Patriarchate of Constantinople got civil, religious and political 

powers. For the Ottoman Empire, those privileges could enable the Sublime Porte to 

connect its other subdivisions of Christianity with the Patriarchate of Constantinople, 

such as the religious subdivisions from Albania, Greece, Serbia, Walachia, Crimea, 

Bosnia, Moldavia, etc. As a result, the Greeks living in the Ottoman Empire 

conserved their culture.
95

 The foundation of Bulgarian Exarchate in 1872, under the 

reign of Sultan Abdulaziz, was a significant turning point of the Orthodoxy in the 

Ottoman Empire. 
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This foundation could be a factor of religious contests in the Ottoman Empire 

under the reign of Abdulhamid II. In fact, under the reign of Abdulhamid II, 

Christian religious chiefs rejected the role of Ottoman state in the management of 

Christianity. They were not satisfied with the decisions taken by the sultan regarding 

testaments, schools, appointment of archbishops, etc. The Christian religious chiefs 

reproached the sultan for having required the donation of testaments during the 

lifetime of Christian people, who had to perform this donation. As for the schools, 

the patriarchate argued that the teachers refused Christian schools. Accordingly, the 

rigorous control of those schools by the Ottoman state would deteriorate the 

education of Christian Ottoman subjects. The patriarchate also reproached the 

Ottoman government for having been the supreme judge of the Orthodoxy. In 

addition, the Saint Synod of Constantinople certified that the Sublime Porte did not 

take into account its petitions. For the appointment of bishops, the Porte enacted 

“berats” (imperial letters of appointment). The patriarch could make the contracts of 

marriage, divorces, etc. His clergy were his representatives in the national trial court. 

The Sublime Porte was expected to respect the sentences of the patriarch.  

Besides, the issues of “berat” for the appointment of Bulgarian archbishops 

caused a very serious patriarchal crisis under the reign of Abdulhamid II. This crisis 

gradually became serious from 1902 to 1909. The “berats” issued for the 

appointment of Bulgarian archbishops were exactly similar to those issued for the 

Patriarchate of Constantinople. This meant that the Bulgarian Church has become as 

important as the Patriarchate of Constantinople, in terms of hierarchy. Moreover, for 

Nicolas Nicolaides, the contests between the Patriarchate of Constantinople and the 

Sublime Porte inspired the religious crisis of “berats” under the reign of Abdulhamid 

II. According to him, there were some previous conventions, which had granted 

immunities to the Greeks of the Ottoman Empire in exchange for the similar 

immunities granted to the Muslims, subjects of Christian countries. Nicolas 

Nicolaides thought that the same immunities caused the above-mentioned contests. 

Peoples living under the yoke of the Ottoman Empire tried to establish their 

autonomy and put their political ideas into practice through this religious crisis. In 
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Bulgaria, the riots aimed at establishing “The Great Bulgaria” by forcing other 

Ottoman provinces to accept Bulgarian idea. In fact, the Serbs, Bulgarians, Greeks 

imposed their political and religious concepts on each other. 

 Bulgarians used violence in their province. Bulgarians wanted to subject the 

districts, which carried out the Mass (Christian prayer services) in Bulgarian 

language. They attacked Denys V (Archbishop of Adrianople). Denys V tried to 

dismiss his office, but his dismissal was not accepted. 

They imposed their culture on the Greeks. They wanted to alienate them from 

their religious chief. In fact, they urged Sophronius to abdicate. They attacked his 

home, and brought him to Rumanian border in 1903.
96

  Greeks thought that Bulgaria 

transgressed the treaties, and they protested:  

“But we are more numerous, more powerful than 

the Bulgarians, why you allow them to do 

everything against the treaties. However, you deny 

us the frontier line promised by the congress of 

Berlin, etc. Do we need to act in the same way as 

Bulgarians in order to deserve the sympathies of 

Europe that they deserve…?”
97

  

The Greeks demonstrated that the European great powers helped the Bulgarians to 

violate treaties especially the Treaty of Berlin. They also showed that the treaties like 

the Treaty of Berlin did not equally profit to the signatory countries. This 

denouncement once again proved that the great European powers abused treaties. 

Accordingly, Bulgarians were pursuing their riots. 

They used diverse methods to provoke riots. They attacked Greek churches; 

they also attacked the Serbs. This new phase of Bulgarian riots was mostly political 

rather than religious. A document reported those methods used in 1903:  
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“There was in each village a committee and each 

village had monthly to give fifteen piasters to 

groups and had to help the imprisoned 

Bulgarians…. Local committees had to keep 

Albanians in getting arms by promising them great 

benefit. Each member of committees had to be in 

charge of producing munitions…. There was in 

each village one or two members of local 

committee ready to punish the betrayers and 

accomplish dangerous missions. Turks had to be 

charged with assassinations, and we needed to 

look for people who could certify this. Women 

and children had to go to foreign consulates in 

order to inform them about assassinations.”
98

 

According to this document, Bulgarians organized their riots. They wanted to 

make the relationship between the Sublime Porte and the foreign consulates sour. 

Therefore, they wanted to involve these consulates and other protected people in 

their contests, in order to organise a great movement that the Ottoman Empire could 

not control. These Bulgarian acts again justified that the conclusion of treaties 

between the Ottoman Empire and the European great powers led this empire into 

error. In addition, those acts demonstrated that the Balkan provinces and the 

European great powers were acting to deteriorate Ottoman culture. However, some 

European great powers denounced Bulgarian riots so as to protect their interests.  

During a meeting, “Comitadjis” (Bulgarian Comitadj for provoking riots) 

decided to cause contests in diverse provinces. In fact, during several years, many 

groups of people from Somakoff, Dabniko and Kustendil temporarily lived in the 

mountains. From there, they went to Macedonia, where they took the revenues of 

people and brought those revenues to Bulgaria.
99

 Later on, politicians used those 

groups of people in order to achieve their political goals. In this sense, the 

aforementioned groups seized the road of Bellova-Vakarel. Most of the Greek 
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churches and monasteries were converted into Bulgarian churches and monasteries. 

Comitadjis also attacked the Serbs in Uskub, Comanovo, Keuprulu, etc. Furthermore, 

they attacked the imperial bank, the bank of Mitylene; they also attacked foreign 

institutions in Salonika.
100

 France, Italy, and Austria sent their war ships to Salonika. 

According to a French journal, they wanted to protect their institutions, their 

minorities, and the victims from the Bulgarian contests. 

In short, Bulgarian contests made worsened the patriarchal crisis from 1902 

to 1909. The unsatisfactory attitude of the Patriarchate of Constantinople regarding 

the privileges, the foundation of the Bulgarian Exarchate in 1872, the berats issued 

by Abdulhamid II for the appointment of Bulgarian archbishops, the quarrel for 

consecrated donations, etc. were factors of the aforementioned crisis.
101

 

Nonetheless, the search of economic revenues by the chiefs of Christianity 

from 16
th

 century, and on, was one of the most important causes of Christian crises. 

In modern period of history, the attitudes of bishops, archbishops, pope were 

contrary to the real practices of their religion. They were more interested in 

extracting revenues for worldly life. Their culture and religious practices changed 

over time due to fiscal affairs. Money was used for individual interests in christening, 

religious marriages, and other religious ceremonies, etc. Bishops and archbishops 

failed to perform their religious duties regularly. They were sometimes absent from 

the churches. They moved to palaces where they put the pieces of art. In addition, 

those religious chiefs were interested in various political issues. Those attitudes 

regarding the practices of the Christianity continued in the contemporary period of 
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history throughout the world, particularly in Europe. Accordingly, the Christianity in 

the Ottoman Empire was affected by the fiscal affairs from 1899, and on. The 

number of churches increased. In fact, the same fiscal affairs affected the churches 

recently founded in the Ottoman Empire. The need for founding new autonomous 

churches was imposed on the Empire. 

Therefore, new ideas emerged around the issues of privileges. Those new 

autonomous churches petitioned their part of privileges. Accordingly, some Ottoman 

sultans enacted decisions with regard to the privileges granted to the Patriarchate of 

Constantinople; they also enacted decisions concerning the status of some churches. 

The case of Bulgarian church was an example. However, the Patriarchate of 

Constantinople (the head of Orthodox churches) did not accept to share its status 

with other churches. Thus, the foundation of Bulgarian Exarchate was a principle 

against the Patriarchate of Constantinople. As a result, a crisis took place in the 

Ottoman Christianity. The success of various political targets worsened this crisis. 

The great European powers compared their Christian life to the Ottoman religious 

affairs. To this end, they disintegrated Ottoman Christian groups. In fact, those 

religious groups were against the Ottoman Christianity that they called persecution. 

Helped by some European great powers, they looked for the solution by themselves. 

This resulted in Christian contest in the Ottoman Empire. Besides, when Abdulhamid 

II became sultan, a serious financial crisis had deteriorated the Ottoman finances. 

Then, it was difficult for a new sultan to solve problems including the one of 

privileges. Later on, that financial crisis was a source of conflict between the 

Ottoman Empire and its creditors, and the occupation of Mitylene by international 

forces in late 1901.
102

  

At a given period, several bankers became creditors of the Sublime Porte, 

such as Lorando, Tubini, etc. In fact, the Ottoman Empire was in great debt. 

Levantine bankers residing in Galatia lent a large amount of money to the Ottomans. 
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The Ottoman authorities condemned this activity. Thus, the foreign consulates 

protected the above-mentioned bankers in order to perform the aforementioned 

activity well.
103

 Later on, the Sublime Porte was unable to pay back its debts to the 

aforementioned creditors. As a result, France was involved in this financial problem. 

Riots took place. Mitylene was seized. Those events displayed the financial influence 

of great European powers on Ottoman domestic affairs. They also showed the equity 

of the Sublime Porte in the Ottoman foreign economic issues.  

        Those riots had religious, political and social consequences. 

The contests due to the issues of “berats” worsened the relationship between the 

Sublime Porte and the Saint Synod of Constantinople. In addition, Bulgarian 

Exarchate was separated from the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Churches were 

shut down; their religious duties were not performed. This affected Christian society. 

Moreover, “Comitadjis” played a significant political role for Bulgaria in Macedonia. 

They helped Bulgaria to impose its creeds on Greeks, Albanians, etc. Accordingly, 

Bulgaria became influential in the elections in Macedonia. Bulgarians wanted to 

found a great empire, which would cover Moesia, Macedonia, Serbia, a part of 

Albania, Montenegro, Ratzia, Pachalik of Novi-Bazar, etc.
104

 The occupation of 

Mitylene, particularly by French forces, contributed to the decline of French 

patronage over Catholics in the Ottoman Empire. 
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Religious and political contests gradually separated the Sublime Porte from 

its Balkan provinces. Unsatisfied and separated from their influential protectors of 

Europe, those provinces were isolated. Nonetheless, the European great powers 

sought their interests in the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman society gradually became 

heterogeneous. A struggle for individual interests began. This struggle caused the 

problems of ruling between Abdulhamid II and his provincial officials of Balkan 

provinces. Therefore, the relationship between the Sublime Porte and the great 

European powers were deteriorated. Abdulhamid II endeavoured to secure the 

survival of the Ottoman Empire, while each of his Balkan provinces wanted to found 

its own independent State. At the same period, the European great powers wanted to 

make the Ottoman provinces their economic markets.       

  The great European powers endlessly pursued their politics of Ottoman 

Empire’s destruction. They intervened in religious, economic, and social affairs of 

this Empire. Each European great power had a special view regarding social, 

religious and political contests that took place in the Ottoman Empire from 1902 to 

1909. In fact, the occupation of Mitylene by French army in late 1901 caused great 

disturbance in foreign politics. The international forces had subjected Mitylene. 

France was no longer a good friend of the Sublime Porte. This Porte continued its 

relationship with other powers, such as Italy, Germany, etc. However, Germany was 

not greatly involved in the consecrated donations’ crisis. 

In 1908, the quarrel for consecrated donations (“la querelle des Biens 

Dedies”) worried great European powers. The consecrated donations were the gifts 

that the Ottoman sultans gave to the religious communities from patriarchates of 

Constantinople, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antioch, Mont Athos and Sinai. Thus, those 

communities could perform their religious acts of charity.
105

 Some of these 

patriarchates lost those privileges (the consecrated donations), therefore a religious 

turbulence took place, and two different camps of idea emerged in Europe: those 
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who directly supported the agitations of patriarchates, and those who indirectly 

protected their own advantages by using the aforementioned agitations. Russia, 

England, Austria supported the religious riots while France, Sardaigne and Rumania 

protected their interests.
106

 The Sublime Porte acted as a bridge between the great 

European powers and the Ottoman Patriarchates. The great European powers and the 

Ottoman Patriarchates did not accept its advice. The Prince Couza decided to 

impound the consecrated donations, and enacted to put them as revenues in 

Rumanian State’s treasury. Patriarchates rejected this idea of the prince, and 

considered it unfair. Consequently, the great European powers were conceptually, 

separated from their previous religious protected groups. From that period on, the 

same groups relied on themselves so as to put their ideas into effect.  

The mediatory role of the Sublime Porte between its religious groups and 

great European powers was very significant. It explained the evolution of the 

influence of these powers on the Ottoman domestic affairs. The great European 

powers were always criticizing the attitude of the Sublime Porte towards the 

Ottoman Christian groups. In addition, the quarrel for the consecrated donations gave 

a new characteristic to the political struggles of Ottoman Balkan provinces. These 

three attitudes determined the course of events in the Ottoman Empire. 

Russia explained the target of Bulgaria’s riots:  

“The groups of rioters aimed at disrupting, with 

egoist targets, affairs’ orderliness of provinces in 

order to get a Bulgarian-Macedonian affairs’ 

orderliness, by transgressing the rights and 

privileges of other Christian populations, whose 

interests were also very important”.
107

  

Russia was in a hostile position against the Bulgarian rioters; therefore, it was 

immediately against to any European great power, which would support those riots. 
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Thus, it supported other religious groups’ ideas. This Russian attitude isolated 

Bulgarian religious group from the others. 

Besides, the attitude of some European great powers would be a factor of the 

Armenian contests. For instance, England used Armenia and Bulgaria against Russia. 

However, Greece and Serbia supported Russia. 

The great European powers divided their previous protected peoples among 

themselves. They used these peoples against each other. They also exploited them 

against the Ottoman government. One European great power could also use its 

protected people against another European great power. This situation reminded us 

of Cold War’s events, in which two ideological blocks were struggling. U.S.A. led 

one block and Russia led another block. U.S.A and Russia were two great powers, 

which used various countries against each other. These countries tried to put their 

ideas into practice. To this end, they followed either U.S.A. or they followed Russia. 

Abdulhamid II reacted against the riots aiming to weaken his rule and 

disintegrate the Ottoman Empire. The sultan ended the riots regarding the issues of 

“berats” by taking four decisions: 

1. The Churches were in charge of all civil affairs related to marriage and divorce. 2. 

They also investigated protests due to the management of testaments. 3. They were 

responsible for the ordination of priests 4. The patriarchate and bishops would be in 

charge of the control and the supervision of religious schools.
108

 

Furthermore, in 1904, Abdulhamid II and Bulgaria signed a treaty to settle 

Bulgarian riots. In a clause of this Treaty, the following lines were written:  

“The principality had to prevent the establishment 

of the revolutionary committees and armed 

groups on its territory, as well as, on the territory 

of the east of Rumelia; the principality also had to 

punish any act or conspiracy against the empire. 

The principality had to punish people who caused 
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condemnable acts and then took refuge in 

Bulgaria or in the east of Rumelia.”
109

  

This clause certified that Abdulhamid II always wanted to avoid disturbances by 

using passive methods. It also demonstrated that this Ottoman sultan did not 

encourage riots and unfair acts in his Empire. In fact, the Sublime Porte established a 

special court in order to punish the Bulgarian rioters. The head of the Court was Edib 

Pacha. In addition, Abdulhamid II made some changes in the provincial rule of 

Rumelia (Salonika, Monastir, Kosovo, Adrianople, Janin, etc.), in order to settle 

riots. Abdulhamid II nominated the chiefs of governors to supervise and control the 

officials, directors and commissaries of police in the aforementioned provinces. For 

the nomination of those chiefs, the sultan mainly relied on candidates who had good 

record. The candidates had to be reliable and fair. Hilmi Pacha was the chief 

inspector in Rumelia. An effective director supervised agriculture and education at 

elementary level.  

Commissions were established. They nominated the police forces and 

magistrates. They were composed of Muslims and Christians.
110

 The chiefs of 

governors dealt with the political issues of vilayets. New courts were founded. Their 

workers almost equally included Muslims and Christians. The Ottoman Ministry of 

Domestic Affairs appointed each director after having recommendations or approval 

from the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The vali (a high-ranking Ottoman official) used 

people to implement the decisions under the control of a chief inspector. In case of 

failure, the inspector informed the vali, who subsequently informed the Sublime 

Porte. Then this one decided the punishment of officials who did not respect the 

implementation of regulations. A guilty official might be sent to another office; he 

might be dismissed or brought before court. There existed a high judiciary system for 

the officials directly appointed by imperial decisions.
111

 The Sublime Porte 

established that high system in order to supervise the whole implementation of new 
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regulations. There were one president and three members in this system. Gendarmes, 

police officers and rural guards included Muslims and Christians. 

Moreover, Abdulhamid II took some measures. For instance, the directors 

had to know the international rights and the content of treaties.
112

 Military officers of 

Sweden and Belgium helped the Ottoman Empire to perform its domestic affairs’ 

changes. 

Social, political and religious riots took place in Ottoman domestic affairs 

after the conclusion of treaties, the decline of French influence in the orient, the 

foundation of various autonomous patriarchates. To settle those riots and secure the 

survival of the Ottoman Empire, Abdulhamid II appointed charismatic officials and 

asked help from Sweden and Belgium. Three phenomena were significant in this 

process: the appointment of officials with good record, free of criminal offence, the 

appointment of Christians in military posts, the intention of some European countries 

to support the Ottoman army. The appointment of officials with good record was one 

of the characteristics of Ottoman rule. 

   The appointment of Christians and Europeans in the Ottoman military service 

was the immediate effects of the aforementioned social, religious and political riots. 

The same appointment was a direct result of European intervention in the Ottoman 

domestic affairs. Later on, the above-mentioned appointment and the progressive 

intervention of great European powers in the crises of “berats” and the quarrel 

around consecrated revenues resulted in the nationalistic agitations and the 

foundation of Balkan states. 

The European Great Powers’ idea of progress consisted of providing each 

Ottoman Christian group with autonomy and independence later on. Since the great 

European powers considered the Ottoman rule sick, they had considered that the 

independence of Ottoman Christian groups was a real freedom for those groups. 
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With the promotion of Ottoman caliphate by Abdulhamid II, this sickness had 

become grave, according to the European great powers. 

                

1.2.2 The rule of Abdulhamid II considered “sick” 

 

The European great powers imposed their idea of progress on the Ottoman 

Empire. In fact, they considered the Hamidian rule sick.  

Ottoman civilization and European civilization were different. Ottoman civilisation 

largely was Islamic whereas European civilization largely was Christian. This 

difference gradually became visible because of capitulations. The capitulations 

allowed the great European powers to found their missions in the Ottoman Empire. 

The missions founded monasteries and established schools.
113

 New idea of progress 

emerged from these institutions. The great European powers imposed this idea on the 

Ottoman Empire. 

Each European great power founded its own mission where its language was 

taught. The mission gathered a large number of protected religious people. Those 

protected people gradually became charismatic groups. As a result, they gained 

greater freedom, which sometimes allowed them to break the Ottoman laws. In case 

of punishment, a great European power could be against the decision issued by the 

Sublime Porte. 

That situation continued and changed over time. 

 According to the European great powers, their civilization had to be an example for 

the Ottoman Empire. The success of Ottoman public works required financial means. 

Given that, the Empire lacked such means, it had to borrow money. Ottoman 
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Christian groups gradually got great freedom since the Ottoman Empire financially 

was weak.  

Another aspect of the situation consisted of providing protected people with 

autonomy in the name of the progress. Each movement for autonomy or 

independence gave rise to riots. The European great powers criticized the repression 

of these riots. 

 Since the Ottoman Empire did not accept their idea of progress, they 

considered it sick. Then they had to cure the Sublime Porte of its sickness. In fact, the 

European great powers put their medicines at the disposal of the Ottoman sultan, 

Abdulhamid II: 

- Establishing an Ottoman parliament, in which European nations could dominate 

debates and claim unfair rights for themselves, 

- Appointing judges who would acquit the charged people with unfair methods, 

- Creating an army, in which, European Christian nationals could hold the highest 

ranks, 

- Establishing a ruling class, which only included the representatives of peoples, etc. 

If Abdulhamid II had put those European principles into practice, the 

Ottoman Empire would not have survived until 1923. Nevertheless, they gradually 

appeared in the Ottoman domestic affairs because of several events, such as the First 

World War, Balkan Wars, etc. These resulted in the foundation of Balkan States. 

Thus, the Ottoman Empire gradually became weak. 

Besides, contrary to these European ideas, Themis and Nicolas Nicolaides 

thought that the Ottoman Empire was not sick, therefore, there was no need to 

change its domestic affairs. For Themis and Nicolas Nicolaides, a change in those 

affairs would instead deteriorate the same affairs. They also thought that the Ottoman 

rule was comparable with the rule of a European country. For instance, the Ottoman 

Empire with its 30 million people appointed three agents (Valis, caimacams, and 

mutessarifs) in its domestic affairs while France, with 40 million of people appointed 

the same number of agents (prefect, sub-prefect, chief of the district) in its domestic 
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affairs.
114

 While valis were the heads of Ottoman vilayets, prefects were the heads of 

the French provinces or departments. The sub-prefects were running the affairs of an 

arrondissement in France, and the Caimacams (in this hierarchy the Caimacams were 

considered the chief of Ottoman sandjaks, which were the second largest unit after 

vilayets) were ruling only one of districts in the Ottoman Empire. The last agent in 

France was the chief of district, whereas the Mutessarif (the Mutessarif followed the 

Caimacams in the same hierarchy of Ottoman agents) was the chief of last unit of 

Ottoman domestic affairs. 

 Moreover, in some European parliamentary regimes, a group of people run 

the state affairs, in order to get their individual interests, whereas in the Ottoman 

Empire, officials worked for national interests. The elections of representatives in 

parliamentary regimes sometimes did not allow identifying the good record of each 

candidate. In fact, the elections always cannot allow people to choose their best 

representatives. Contrary to these regimes, in the Ottoman Empire, officials were the 

representatives of the Sultan in various units of Ottoman domestic affairs. Regardless 

of their ranks, they completely obeyed the imperial decisions. The sultan could 

punish, appoint and dismiss his officials without any further appeal. He was the core 

of imperial power. 

In addition, the Ottoman judiciary system (correctional matters, civil matters, 

court of appeal, and court of cassation) was as organized well as the judiciary system 

of a European country. French and German codes extremely influenced the Ottoman 

code, which dealt with the issues concerning all Ottomans. However, in the Ottoman 

Empire, the appeal to court of cassation was compulsory for any criminal case.
115
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Furthermore, the Ottoman army was well—known for its discipline, while the 

troops of some European countries were usually disobeying their military chief. 

In terms of quality and modernity, Ottoman domestic affairs could be compared with 

those of the European great powers. They were also well organized. In fact, Ottoman 

rule challenged Europe for several centuries. 

Nonetheless, the great European powers rejected the Ottoman rule. For 

instance, they could understand that the Ottoman Empire did not have judges who 

could hold parliamentary debates; the Ottoman army caused unrests throughout the 

Empire, because Ottoman Christian subjects were not working in this army. 

Nevertheless, the atmosphere of Ottoman rule did not help the great European 

powers to justify the criticisms they raised against the Sublime Porte. The Ottoman 

Empire had its particularities. With the conquest of Istanbul in 1453, it opened a new 

era in the universal history. This era, considered modern by some historians, justified 

the modernity of the Empire. 

 The Ottoman rule reflected the atmosphere of its establishment. The Ottoman 

Empire included various people. In the Ottoman Empire the domestic affairs for 

Muslims and non-Muslim subjects were various and different. After the conquest of 

Constantinople (the last core of Christianity), Ottoman sultans did not removed 

Christian institutions. They only reorganized those institutions and granted them 

more privileges. Contrary to the principles of great European powers’ empires, each 

group of Ottoman subjects conserved his own nationality. Later on, each nationality 

gradually developed its own culture. Thus, one could not identify in an Ottoman 

province the same elements, which characterized this province. Each division of 

Ottoman domestic affairs dealt with different elements. People from different 

religions, Christians and Muslims from different nationalities used to live in the same 

administrative division. 

This phenomenon in the Ottoman Empire, unseen in European empires, explained 

the presence of different and various elements for Ottoman domestic affairs, i.e. 

Ottoman judiciary system.    
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 Although the Ottoman Empire was a part of Islamic civilization, the Sublime 

Porte had different judiciary systems. Christians and Muslims of the Empire had 

different judiciary authorities. Accordingly, the Muslim law addressed the Muslim 

affairs whereas the Christian law ruled the Christian community. In each category, 

the Ottoman authorities put the decisions of different trial courts into practice. In 

addition, a specific domain of law dealt with the issues of Ottoman public interests. 

This law was close to Napoleonic and German codes.          

Certainly, Ottoman sultans paid particular attention to provide justice in their 

empire. The Ottoman army also displayed a significant system of military discipline. 

Those qualities of the Ottoman Empire could save the Sublime Porte from its 

sickness. However, some changes took place in the Ottoman domestic affairs during 

the late Ottoman Empire. Nicolas Nicolaides thought that the Ottoman rule protected 

the public interests of Ottomans. This quality of the Sublime Porte was more visible 

in the early Ottoman Empire. Some of co-authors showed the Ottoman rule in the 

late Ottoman Empire as it was in the early Ottoman Empire. However, in the late 

Ottoman Empire, the research of individual interests led to great changes in Ottoman 

domestic affairs. Thus, several changes took place in Ottoman domestic affairs 

particularly during the reign of Abdulhamid II. 

Although great upheavals took place in the late Ottoman Empire, the imperial 

decrees of Ottoman sultans could restore the Empire. It was beyond dispute that the 

Ottoman Empire did not need any new civilization idea or modern idea for its 

progress. It was an empire, which opened a new modern historical period and 

established its own rule. In this sense, Nicolas Nicolaides thought that the great 

European powers’ idea of progress could not help the Ottoman Empire to restore the 

Ottoman rule.
116

 In fact, according to Nicolas Nicolaides, several years ago, a large 

number of French people petitioned for the suppression of French sub-prefect, but 

the French government refused. 
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 In addition, a long “dark” period started in Europe when the simple 

principles of human life were not respected. The barbaric ideas were the main 

characteristics of this period called medieval period. Later on, a new era started when 

Europe developed its scientific wealth. Then, Europe initiated a new method of 

conquest, which consisted of imposing its idea of progress on people considered 

scientifically less developed than the European great powers. This method of great 

European powers continued during the contemporary period of history, but it was 

more visible at the end of the 19th and the beginning of 20
th

 centuries, when the 

European great powers imposed it on the Sublime Porte. The European great powers 

directly or indirectly were supporting the riots that took place in the Ottoman Balkan 

provinces. 

 The attitude of great European powers could not help Abdulhamid II to 

overcome the weaknesses of his empire. Besides, for Nicolas Nicolaides, P. 

Mareuilles and Themis, this attitude extremely contributed to deteriorate Ottoman 

rule under the reign of Abdulhamid II.
117

 

The European great powers tried to curb the progress made in the Ottoman 

Empire. The Ottoman revenues gradually reduced. The capitulations unevenly 

profited to the signatory countries. While they contributed to reduce Ottoman wealth, 

they enabled the great European powers to use the Ottoman Balkan provinces against 

the Sublime Porte. 

 The restoration of the Ottoman Empire could prevent the success of 

European projects in this Empire, the foundation and the expansion of the Balkan 

States. However, the Ottoman imperial decrees could settle the problems of the 
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Sublime Porte and reorganize the Empire. Even though the Empire collapsed in 

1923, Abdulhamid II initiated reforms in order to reduce the influence of the 

European great powers on the Sublime Porte and establish his rule.  
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CHAPTER 2 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF HAMIDIAN REFORMS (1899 -1909) 

ACCORDING TO L’ORIENT 

 

 The will of Russian expansion, the wars Russo-Ottoman (1877-1878) and 

Franco-Ottoman (1901), the treaties of Berlin and San Stefano (1878), the contests 

regarding Ottoman lands deteriorated the Ottoman rule in its provinces, particularly 

in its Balkan provinces. The violations of those treaties and the riots of Balkan 

provinces led Abdulhamid II to redefine Ottoman rule by making reforms in 

Ottoman economy, finances, education and military.  

 

2.1 Economic Reforms undertaken by Abdulhamid II 

 

 The intervention of great European powers in Ottoman domestic affairs 

reduced Ottoman revenues generating properties. At the beginning of Hamidian 

reign, the Ottoman Empire faced an economic crisis. Later on, the need of repressing 

riots in diverse provinces, the need of promoting the Ottoman culture led 

Abdulhamid II to invest in agricultural, commercial and industrial infrastructures. In 

addition, he invested in transportation infrastructures. To carry out such works, it was 

necessary to establish the sources of revenues and reorganize Ottoman finances. It 

was also necessary to reestablish regulations related to Ottoman economy. 

    

2.1.1 Investment in Economic Infrastructures 

 

 Abdulhamid II faced up to agricultural, industrial, commercial crises; he also 

felt the need of investing in transportation infrastructures. In fact, the shortage of 

commercial outlets, the inability to obtain important profits from their work, the lack 
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of the rapid and the easier means of transportation, the ignorance of new modes of 

production reduced the revenues of Ottoman farmers. Two major factors explained 

this situation: the intervention of European usurers in Ottoman commerce, the 

opening of this commerce to the European great powers due to the treaties. The 

agricultural, industrial, commercial resources of the Ottoman Empire decreased. As a 

result, the Ottoman export of goods diminished. Accordingly, the import of the 

Ottoman Empire increased. Besides, the financial efforts of repressing the repeated 

insurrections in the Balkan provinces worsened the Ottoman economic crisis and put 

the Ottoman Empire in judiciary chaos. 

 Thus, Abdulhamid II tried to expel the consequences of Balkan insurrections 

and European economic ambitions by reorganizing the Ottoman judiciary system 

including regulations regarding commerce, forests, minerals, etc. 

In the Ottoman Empire, Abdulhamid II used a specific code to deal with the judiciary 

issues of public interests. For Nicolas Nicolaides, this sultan was the first Ottoman 

sultan to initiate the study and the publication of that code; it was also Abdulhamid 

II, who made the complete reform of Ottoman judiciary affairs and Ottoman trial 

courts.
118

 In kaza (a division of Ottoman domestic affairs), only one trial court was 

dealing with the civil and the penal matters. In 1902, Abdulhamid II divided this trial 

court into two different rooms and reorganized the domestic affairs of vilayets. Naib 

(naib in this case was a judge; he had also an important religious power in Ottoman 

Empire) continued being the head of the civil room; the ministry of justice nominated 

the president of penal room.
119

 The Sublime Porte nominated a substitute and a 

magistrate. Naibs having studied the “medjelle” (a particular subject of the civil law) 

were knowledgeable about the civil code. The decisions of trial courts became more 

independent. The same Porte forbad foreign interference in those decisions. The 

chiefs of governors controlled the aforementioned trial courts. 
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A commission was established and Hussein Hilmy pacha performed the tasks 

of chief inspector (the chief of the governors of Yemen). The commission carried out 

the whole inspection of vilayets. Ferid Pacha became the president of this 

commission. Medjdeddine bey (a member of the commission) nominated officials. 

Emine bey (member of the commission) was a counselor at the court of cassation. 

The commission held firm relationship with vilayets (Ottoman provinces) and made 

reports. The commission nominated a sub-governor in each county town of each 

vilayet. The chiefs of governors completed political affairs. One director was in 

charge of political matters and the interior ministry nominated one drogman for each 

province; the ministry of the foreign affairs and the chiefs of governors approved that 

nomination; another commission could nominate other governors, the assistants of 

valis, the mektoubdjis, the sub-governors and other officials.
120

 

 Those great judiciary changes were factors of economic stability in Ottoman 

domestic affairs, particularly in Ottoman Balkan provinces. Thus, Abdulhamid II 

enacted regulations of commerce, minerals and forests. 

The sultan paid a great attention to provide his subjects with good health. In 

this sense, he established laws for controlling merchandises used in Ottoman 

commerce. For instance, he put under sanitary control the following categories of 

merchandise: chemicals, pharmaceutical products; butters, oils, flours; coffee, tea 

and other drinks.
121

 

He established a very well system to complete this control of merchandises. 

In fact, he founded a laboratory in Istanbul, where he nominated a chief of chemists, 

three other chemists and one bacteriologist. In Galatia at the customs’ office of 

foreign merchandises, this laboratory had a branch where three chemists worked. In 

addition, a chemist was at the customs in Smyrna, Salonika, Trebizond, Scutari (in 
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Albania), Beyrouth, Alexandretta, Bassorah and Tripoli (in Africa). Moreover, in 

Istanbul, chemists worked for the General Administration of Indirect Contributions, 

whereas in vilayets they worked for the Direction of the customs. Within the regions 

where there was not any chemist, the local doctor was in charge of the sanitary 

control.
122

 

Besides, the chemists should be Ottoman subjects and should have the 

qualification of chemist. After having taken an examination, they were nominated by 

the General Administration of Indirect Contributions. They took this examination in 

the presence of an official of the above-mentioned Administration and a jury 

composed of a chemist of customs and two professors of chemistry sent by the 

imperial school of medicine. The import of chemicals (chlorate of potassium, nitrate 

of potassium, chlorate of soda, nitrate of soda, piece-rate, nitroglycerine, etc.), which 

could be used to produce an explosion was forbidden. The Sublime Porte prohibited 

the import of liqueurs and alcoholic drinks. Abdulhamid II considered liqueurs and 

alcoholic drinks harmful for the health of his subjects.  The Administration of 

Indirect Contributions put those regulations into effect
123

.  

 Abdulhamid II enacted these commercial regulations at a moment, when the 

great European powers were almost controlling the domestic commerce of Ottoman 

Empire, therefore; the revenues of Ottoman domestic commerce decreased. 

Accordingly, the Ottoman export of goods decreased. Contrarily, the import of the 

Sublime Porte increased therefore, any kind of merchandise, which could threaten 

the welfare of Ottomans and put the Ottoman Empire in the economic instability, 

could be imported. Consequently, the aforementioned decisions were necessary in 

order to keep under control this situation. They were also factors of diminishing the 

consequences of insurrections in Ottoman Balkan provinces. In addition, they 
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contributed to establish a stable economic situation in Ottoman provinces. Changes 

in the mode of tax payment were some indicators of the same situation. The 

regulations were also a step for Ottomans to control their commerce by themselves. 

The fact that the chemists, who were in charge of the control of merchandise, could 

be only Ottoman subjects was, in this sense, significant.  

 Abdulhamid II was also concerned about safeguarding the Ottoman natural 

resources. In fact, he decreed some regulations related to the Ottoman minerals and 

forests. In 1906, he enacted new regulations pertaining to the research of minerals. If 

an owner of a land wanted to do some researches on his land, he should first get an 

ilmihaber (a kind of permit deliberated by the officials of vilayets or sandjaks in 

order to allow individuals to exploit Ottoman minerals). However, if the land was 

ownerless, the researcher should get permission before starting any exploration of 

minerals.
124

 The officials of vilayets or sandjaks, who informed the ministry of 

agriculture, minerals and forests, gave the permissions and the ilmihabers. Within 

four months, this ministry should give its approval. When disturbances happened, the 

ministry should inform the Sublime Porte in a limited period. In the capital and its 

outskirts, the sultan promulgated a decision for obtaining a permit or an ilmihaber. 

The pieces of information related to the date and the contents of applications for the 

permit and the ilmihaber were mentioned in a register, which was sent to the 

provincial authorities by the ministry of minerals. Abdulhamid II prohibited the 

exploration of minerals in bazaars, gardens or public areas (the spaces where the 

edifices of government were erected, spaces where cultural or military edifices were 

built, etc.).
125

 In this context, the researcher could not get the permit or the ilmihaber 

of research. In each application for research, names, surnames, home address and the 

nationality of researcher were mentioned. In addition, the location of spaces, where 

                                      

124
 L’Orient, “Le Reglement des Mines: les articles modifies” Journal L’Orient 07 (February 1906), 

Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothèque nationale de France, /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 

2013, pp.3-4; L’Orient, “Le Reglement des forets”, Journal L’Orient 2 (February 1907), accessed on 

June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.1.  
125

 L’Orient, “Le Reglement des Mines: les articles modifies” Journal L’Orient 07 (February 1906), 

Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothèque nationale de France, /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 

2013, p.4.  



 

 

 61   

 

the research of minerals should take place, had to be determined. Furthermore, the 

nature of the mine and the spaces were determined. The surface of domain for 

mineral exploration should be determined. The bearer of the ilmihaber paid three or 

five pounds; the bearer of the permit paid five, ten, or fifteen pounds according to the 

surface of space used for the research of minerals.
126

 The duration of validity of a 

permit was one year. An individual or a company, bearers of permit, could transfer 

the permit to another individual, with respectively the consent of the administrative 

council of vilayet or sandjank, the ministry of minerals and the Sublime Porte. The 

Sublime Porte did not allow an individual who had not a permit to do a research 

about Ottoman minerals. 

Besides, the value of Ottoman ore was determined according to the value of 

ore of some European countries. None official, neither Ottoman nor foreigner, could 

not sell any mine located in his region.
127

  

These regulations concerning the Ottoman minerals consisted of safeguarding 

the exploitation of Ottoman natural resources in order to reinforce Ottoman finances. 

As a result, Ottoman economy could be competitive in various markets of great 

European powers. The aforementioned regulations prevented the Ottoman economy 

from being ruined. After several disturbances due to insurrections and treaties, the 

control of Ottoman economic affairs gradually returned to the Sublime Porte. The 

investment of great European powers’ capitals in the Ottoman Empire diminished the 

financial participation of Ottoman Balkan provinces in the development of Ottoman 

economy. In fact, the nomination of European representatives in Ottoman domestic 

affairs worsened this situation. Those representatives and people protected by great 

European  powers, living under Ottoman rule acted together and established an 

economic system in which the Sublime Porte was not well present. When great 

European powers urged the Sublime Porte to protect the commerce of European 
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nationalities under its rule, Ottoman Balkan provinces asked for the financial and 

political help of these powers in order to get their autonomy against the Ottoman 

Empire. The representatives of the above-mentioned powers were Europeans, who 

were working in the Ottoman domestic affairs. They supported Ottoman Balkan 

provinces to break Ottoman laws and violate treaties therefore; these provinces did 

not pay regularly their taxes, which were the sources of Ottoman revenues. However, 

through treaties, these provinces were source of revenues for great European powers.  

Thus, the role of Sublime Porte was limited to repress riots and insurrections 

and to arbitrate between France, Austria, Russia, Italy, etc. and its Balkan provinces. 

The sultan could forget any initiative of economic reforms because of the repeated 

disturbances. For this reason, Nicolas Nicolaides was thinking that Abdulhamid II 

was one of the sultans of the late Ottoman Empire to cope with different 

insurrections and threats and to establish bases of progress of the Ottoman Empire. 

Besides, when a foreign individual, working in Ottoman domestic affairs, obtained a 

high rank, he could help great European powers. This phenomenon sometimes led 

Abdulhamid II to specify the position of Ottomans and Ottoman subjects in the 

Ottoman domestic affairs and take measures when he opened his economic reforms, 

which could settle this situation. The last part of the regulations concerning minerals 

was some indicators. It consisted of preventing officials, particularly foreigners to 

sell the mines located in their respective regions.      

     Those two categories of regulations regarding Ottoman minerals and 

commerce contributed to connect the control of Ottoman provinces with the control 

of Ottoman capital and its outskirts. Nonetheless, the significant presence of great 

European powers in Ottoman domestic affairs remained a challenge for Abdulhamid 

II. The protection of forests was also necessary. 

Abdulhamid II modified the regulation of forests. Changes emerged in 

articles 33, 36 and 52. One who cut down trees in the imperial domain was punished 

with the following fines: according to the sizes of trees, he could pay 8 bechliks (a 
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particular quantity of Ottoman pounds), 15 bechliks, and 20 bechliks.
128

 According to 

the quantity of woods, he could pay respectively, two and four bechliks. If he cut 

down oaks, he could pay the double of these fines. In addition, the trees cut down 

would be confiscated by the Ottoman State. If they were used, the guilty would pay 

some specific amount of money. The Sublime Porte also confiscated the axes and 

other instruments, used to cut down the trees. If the guilty was not able to pay the 

fines, each two bechliks of fines were replaced by an incarceration of one day. The 

duration of incarceration would spread over 91 days.
129

  

 Those regulations safeguarded the imperial domain and its natural resources. 

As a result, the sultan could settle local quarrels regarding forests and restrain the 

will of the expansion of Ottoman Balkan provinces.  The great European powers 

greatly envied Ottoman Balkan provinces, which were the richest Ottoman 

provinces, in terms of natural resources. Therefore, they could use trees, minerals, 

etc. and made for themselves prosperity, by using Ottoman Balkan provinces. 

Abdulhamid II enacted the aforementioned regulations for Ottomans and for 

Ottoman subjects as well as for foreign people working in Ottoman domestic affairs 

in order to prevent them from destroying and misusing revenues made from Ottoman 

forests. By the same actions, the Sublime Porte wanted to establish its own control 

onto its forests threatened by great European powers and Ottoman Balkan provinces, 

which gradually became autonomous. 
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 The aforementioned regulations concerning Ottoman commerce, minerals 

and forests demonstrated once again that the Ottoman Empire was a modern empire. 

Accordingly, it had already all modern modes of life when those powers had 

threatened its survival. They also showed that the Ottoman Empire, even though sick, 

could reestablish its imperial structure with its own efforts. For instance, the 

aforementioned regulations were some imperial efforts of Abdulhamid II. This kind 

of effort characterized Ottoman domestic affairs since the beginning of the Empire. 

Ottoman subjects continued obeying the Ottoman imperial authority until the time, 

when great European powers were largely interested in Ottoman domestic affairs. In 

that period, changes emerged in the obedience of Ottoman imperial authority. 

Abdulhamid II decreed imperial decisions, but his provinces did not regularly respect 

them. The great European powers replaced Ottoman imperial decisions by different 

clauses of the treaties of Berlin and San Stefano. Therefore, they caused problems in 

Ottoman domestic affairs, in general. In fact, Nicolas Nicolaides thought that the 

great European powers’ attitude in Ottoman domestic affairs prevented the Ottoman 

Empire from making its progress. 

Nevertheless, the above-mentioned regulations provided a quiet economic 

prosperity in various Ottoman provinces. In addition, they contributed to found great 

infrastructures in various sections of Ottoman economy. 

In this sense, the witnesses provided by several personalities and journals depicted 

the causes and the effects of Hamidian reforms. 

 Dr. Hans Barth, a German, talked about the Hamidian reforms in 1899; he 

attributed the reestablishment of the Ottoman Empire to the leadership and the 

personality of Abdulhamid II: 

“Even though Turkey seemed to succumb to the 

great influence of Russia in 1878, today, it is 

forever stronger thanks to its sultan Abdulhamid 

II. Become sultan at the period of great slump for 

the Ottoman Empire, this sovereign, having self-

control, perspicacious, cautious, governed in 

order to safeguard what remained from the 

Ottoman prestige, although the military disasters 

that the Empire had already known. Furthermore, 



 

 

 65   

 

because of his opiniatrety for the labor, his 

tenacity and the surprising rightness of his 

judgment (imperial decisions and decisions of 

Ottoman trial courts), the effects of his reforms 

appeared as a miracle for Europe. In fact, it was a 

miracle to see Turkish army and all the system of 

security entirely re-constructed with solid and 

modern bases, and within the short space of time 

about fifteen years.”
130

  

After several crucial defeats of Ottoman army, great European powers had 

the impression that the Ottoman Empire could not regain a well-reorganized 

structure. Each important reform was a miracle for those powers; they even could not 

believe the imperial decisions of the Sublime Porte. For these reasons, the 

personality and the imperial decisions of Abdulhamid II in the difficult period of the 

late Ottoman Empire were a miracle for great European powers (France, Russia, 

Autrichia, Germany, Italy, etc.). However, several personalities and several journals, 

to an extent, continued to recognize the reorganization of Ottoman domestic affairs.  

In 1906, according to some journals of Salonika, Hussein Hilmi Pacha, the 

chief of inspector of Rumelian provinces testified that the reorganization of the 

judiciary system was a factor in the development of the Ottoman Empire. In addition, 

according to “Le Moniteur Oriental”, in 1907, the Journal Zevra depicted in details 

the importance of the Euphrates and the Hindie for the cities of Kerbela and Nassie, 

which were experiencing the shortage of water during the low tide of these two 

rivers. In fact, the cleaning of those rivers provided Kerbela and Nassie with much 

water. It provided also the sandjak of Divanie and its outskirts with fertilized 

domains. One hundred and twenty nine thousands Turkish pounds were invested in 

this cleaning. 
131

 The cleaning of rivers increased the agricultural revenues of the 

aforementioned regions and allowed the transportation of commercial products of 

these provinces. The Ottoman Empire completed a similar work on Soutari of 
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Albania. The journal “Ikdam” remarked in 1905 that the Ottoman Empire was 

completing a real progress and felt that this empire needed the division of tasks. At 

the same period, some journals certified that the Ottoman Empire was the unique 

country in Europe, which had been capable to reduce its debts to 100 million 

francs.
132

  

  A commission conducted a study in Tigris and Euphrates, in1906. This study 

permitted to irrigate the plains of Mossoul, Bagdad, and Bassorah by using the water 

of those rivers.
133

 By the same year, wireless telegraphy started working between 

Kelemich, over the coast of Anatolia, and Derna, over the coast of Africa. 

Furthermore, the Administration of the Indirect Contributions decided to diminish 

the fees of merchandises’ transportation in each office of Ottoman customs of 

merchants. From a permission of the imperial government, the administration of 

posts and telegraphy decreased the taxation of telegraphy from 40 centimes to 28 

centimes in 1905; consequently, revenues of that administration increased; they were 

10,000 pounds in 1905.
134

 The revenues of various services of Ottoman customs 

increased in 1906. In their reports in 1906, one could read the following: the service 

of customs of Sirkedji enhanced to 864,408 piasters, these revenues were upper than 

those (32,628 piasters) mentioned in a previous report. In the service of the customs 

of fruits, the revenues were 4,358,778 piasters.
135

 The Ottoman Empire constructed a 

hotel with 70 beds in Ma’an near the railway of Hedjaz. 

Besides, the Sublime Porte established commissions in order to put some 

initiatives of reforms into practice. A commission established in the ministry of 

agriculture, minerals and forests was particularly in charge of the spinning of cotton 

                                      

132
 Nicolas Nicolaides, Sa Majeste Imperiale Abdulhamid KhanII Sultan Reformateur et 

Reorganisateur De l’Empire Ottoman, Journal L’Orient 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 20, 

21 (Paris: Bibliothèque nationale de France, 1907), doi:/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 

2013, Chap.II,  pp.23-24. 
133

L’Orient, “Echos et Nouvelles”, Journal L’Orient 13 (1906), accessed on June 6, 2013,  

gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothèque nationale de France, /12148/cb32830005c/, p.4.  
134

L’Orient, “Echos et Nouvelles”, Journal L’Orient 12 (1905), accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothèque nationale de France, doi:/12148/cb32830005c/, p.2 . 
135

L’Orient, “La Nouvelle Annee financiere” Journal L’Orient 12 (1906), accessed on June 6, 2013, 

gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothèque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, p.2 . 



 

 

 67   

 

in Adana. In addition, financial counselors played an important role in the 

development of Ottoman vilayets. The payment of tax income improved, Hilmi 

Pacha worked on suppressing the misuse of tax incomes. This act quiet pacified the 

vilayets.
136

 The Sublime Porte and the principality of Bulgaria signed an agreement 

regarding the commerce and the customs to tranquillize Bulgarian regions. In 1907, 

the construction of the bridge of Karakeuy was important as a means of 

transportation. It cost 200,000 Turkish pounds. A commission presided by Ahmed 

pacha completed the canalization of the sources of water in Keathane in 1902. 

Moreover, the nomination of new charismatic officials played a significant 

role in the pacification of Ottoman provinces. When Abdulhamid II dismissed S. A. 

Said Pacha in 1903, S.A. Ferid pacha became grand vizir thanks to his competence in 

various affairs. Edib Pacha replaced Rechad bey as chief of governors in Kosovo; 

Hafiz Mehmed Pacha moved from Tripoli of Africa for Monastir. These 

appointments aimed at decreasing the foreign influence in the related provinces. The 

new nominated officials were knowledgeable about European cultures. For instance, 

according to Nicolas Nicolaides, S.A. Ferid pacha was knowledgeable about several 

European languages. 

Briefly, after several disturbances, quiet pacification emerged in the Ottoman 

Balkan provincial affairs from late 1902 to 1908. As a result, some new sporadic 

investments in various sections of Ottoman economy were visible in different 

provinces. In fact, the personality and the leadership of Abdulhamid II and his new 

officials largely contributed to establish this pacification. The establishment of 

especial commissions in the Ottoman domestic affairs and the role played by foreign 

officials in the same affairs were also important. The prosperity made in Ottoman 

domestic affairs promoted the credibility already existed between the Sublime Porte 

and Ottoman provinces. Nicolas Nicolaides was thinking that some Ottoman 

provinces, considered autonomous by the Treaty of Berlin, continued to obey 
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Abdulhamid II. The same prosperity was a miracle for great European powers. 

However, in a letter sent to S. A. Ferid pacha, an Albanian denounced the need of 

journals in various vilayets. He claimed the foundation of a popular journal in each 

Ottoman province.
137

 

The aforementioned regulations, the reorganization of Ottoman domestic 

affairs and the quiet prosperity thereof, supported the foundation of important 

infrastructures in various sections of Ottoman economy under the reign of 

Abdulhamid II. 

Concerning the agriculture, Ottoman new domestic affairs provided Ottoman farmers 

with new agricultural technics and institutions. In fact, Abdulhamid II founded the 

Ottoman Agricultural Bank. The sultan established the capital of this bank through 

taxation. The bank earned six percent of its profit from its loans; the duration of its 

loans was at least three months.
138

 

 The affairs of the Ottoman Agricultural Bank were well organized. The 

central affairs of this bank were in Istanbul. Its branches were founded in county 

towns of vilayets, its agencies in county towns of sandjaks and some of its financial 

offices were planted in the county towns of districts. Additionally, Ottoman farmers 

had at their disposal the machines of agriculture and other agricultural materials. 

They also got free of charge the chemical fertilizers; some officials were in charge of 

teaching new methods of sowing seeds to the Ottoman agrarian populations as well 

as the judicious usage of fertilizers and new agricultural materials.
139

 In fact, 

Abdulhamid II founded infrastructures for the production of seeds as well as schools 
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of arts and other manual works. Those schools were in charge of training engineers, 

who were particularly knowledgeable about assembling agricultural machines. 

 The imperial efforts aimed at delivering Ottoman farmers from the restraints 

of European usurers. In fact, European intervention in the Ottoman commercial 

system founded a new particular commercial system on Ottoman territory. Given that 

the Ottoman workers of various sections of economy were lacking in significant 

means of production, this new commercial system of great European powers 

consisted of lending money to Ottomans. This money could allow them to produce, 

but in return, Ottoman producers were obliged to pay back the amount of money 

loaned and another extra amount of money. European banks working on Ottoman 

territory performed this commerce. Each section of Ottoman economy experienced 

the negative effects of the same commerce. Ottoman farmers particularly were 

suffering from that commerce aiming only to provide European great powers with 

much money. When an Ottoman or an Ottoman subject was unable to pay back his 

debt with much profit, it was the Sublime Porte, which should pay this debt. 

Therefore, any time when the Ottoman Empire started developing its 

economy, it faced with paying much debt. Consequently, the aforementioned 

commerce aimed to put Ottoman farmers in a less developed state, and wait for the 

immediate end of the Ottoman Empire. Some of our sources talked about European 

projects against the progress of the Ottoman Empire. Certainly, the foundation of 

infrastructures for the production of seeds and the foundation of the schools of arts 

and manual works including the schools of Salonika, were real imperial efforts 

consisted of diminishing the effects of  this serious situation. From these institutions, 

Ottoman farmers could easily get what they needed; Ottoman economic revenues 

could increase, accordingly. Thus, to make his farmers more competitive and to meet 

the need of transportation of their products, Abdulhamid II achieved great reforms of 

roads, railways, waterways, etc. The construction of railways endlessly increased 

under the reign of Abdulhamid II. 

  According to Mr. Alexis Rey, the director of French companies of Ottoman 

railways, Abdulhamid II founded in 1876 the following railway lines in Ottoman 
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European provinces: in Constantinople-Adrianople, 319 kilometers were constructed; 

112 kilometers in Kouleli-Dedeagatch; 243 kilometers in Salonika-Uskub; 120 

kilometers of railways were constructed in Uskub-Mitrovitza. For Mr. Alexis Rey, 

the following railway lines were constructed in Ottoman Asia in 1876: in Smyrna-

Aidin, 231 kilometers were founded; 43 kilometers in Scutari-Ismidt, the length of 

these railway lines was 1,068 kilometers.
140

 

 The railways were the means of transportation of agricultural products. They 

also connected some Ottoman regions with others. The railway Uskub-Sebeftche 

served to connect Salonika with the central Europe, its length was 60 km; the railway 

Salonika-Constantinople was used to  carry agrarian products, the products of forests, 

the minerals of Eastern Rumelia, Albania to the market of Salonika; it was 500km 

long, in addition, the railway of Salonika-Monastir was constructed; it was 219km 

long.
141

 

Those railways were very important for the economic development of Ottoman 

European provinces. The exchange of diverse products between various markets of 

those provinces was a significant process of Ottoman development. 

 Besides, at the beginning of the reign of Abdulhamid II, the railways of Asian 

provinces were less developed. The railways in this part of the Empire were hardly 

275 km long. However, later on, the number of railway gradually increased in this 

region. The railway of Ismidt-Angora was constructed. It was 480 km long. It 

connected Bagdad, Bassorah with Persian Gulf. Later on, the Society of railway of 

Anatolia constructed some railways. The construction of railways (Jaffa-Jerusalem, 

Saint-Jean, Acre-Damascus, Bayreuth-Damascus-Hauran, Damascus-Biredjick, etc.) 

supplemented the aforementioned network of railway. Ottoman engineers entirely 

constructed the railway of Hedjaz. This railway particularly promoted the contact of 

Muslim people.  
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From 1902 on, these railways largely were promoted. In 1902, the journal 

“Levant-Herald” confirmed that the railway of Bagdad consisted of connecting the 

Bosphorus with Indian Ocean. In 1905, the journal “Hazaret” mentioned the railway 

of Hedjaz among the most grandiose works of Abdulhamid II. By 1905, the high 

commission of Hedjaz’s railway decided to construct an embranchment of this 

railway, which connected the station of Maan with Akibe. Furthermore, between 

1903 and 1904, Abdulhamid II constructed three new categories of railway in 

Salonika: Strumnitza-Behtchovo, Demir-Hissar-Djoumai-Bala-Tcharevo; Drama-

Nevrokop, Doiran-Rabrovo, Radovichta-Mitrovitza, Serres-Voroudi, Radovichta-

Mitrovitza, Serres-Voroudi, Nevrokop-Razlyk, Menlik-Petrovich-Djoumai-Bala, 

Ghida-Caterine; Salonika-Cassandria, Salonika-Kiretchkeuy, Salonika-Hortatz, 

Doiran-Station, Endjahte-Zihne.
142

 In addition to these means of transportation, the 

railway of Hama-Alep was constructed between 1906 and 1907. It was 180km long. 

From 1902 to 1906, the Ottoman railways provided the Sublime Porte with 

much profit. For M.A. Rey, they made a great amount of money due to their traffic. 

He asserted that the traffic of railways created significant takings in 1903. The 

takings made from railways were 43,817,000 Francs while they were 789,000 francs 

in 1902.
143

 According to Rey, the following railway lines contributed to make such 

revenues, the railway lines of Salonika-Constantinople, Salonika-Monastir, the 

railways of Cassaba, Aidin, Damascus-Hamah and their embranchments, the 

railways of Jaffa-Jerusalem, Mersin-Adana and Moudania-Brousse. The revenues 

made by Ottoman railways, particularly increased from 1905 to 1906. They reached 

51,838,000 francs in 1906 whereas they were 185,000 francs in 1905.
144

 From 1902 

to 1906, the total profit made by the railway of Hedjaz reached 7,526,000 Francs. In 

1906, the Sublime Porte invested 2,245 Turkish pounds (51,022 francs) in the 
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construction of railways. Consequently, the length of the network of Ottoman 

railways enhanced. They enhanced since 5,627km to 6,236km. With respectively 

466km and 143 km, the railways of Hamidie and Hedjaz occupied a significant 

position in this enhancement. Some railway lines were completed in 1906: the 

railway, which went from Bain-el-Goul to Ma’ an, with a length of 523km, the 

railway, which went from Bain-el-Goul to Kalat-ul-Medawa, with a length of 45km, 

etc.
145

  

 Beyond those railways, Abdulhamid II improved and enlarged the seaways 

and the roads over land. The canalization of Vardar, Maeander and Hermus was 

completed; the canalization of Boyana and Drin in Albania was improved. The flow 

of the Euphrates was regularized entirely. The part of the river including Hindich and 

Sanunarwa was re-constructed. The roads over land were not numerous. 

Those economic infrastructures established new economic and cultural 

relationship between Ottoman subjects and caused the achievement of great public 

works. In fact, the coasts (seashores) of the Ottoman Empire were transformed. A 

great system of materials was providing the Ottoman coasts with much light. This 

system secured them from dangers. The ports of coastal cities, such as 

Constantinople, Salonika, Smyrna, Bayreuth (Beirut), were enlarged. The lantern 

substituted for the gas and the gas substituted for the electricity, in various parts of 

the empire. The tramways were transporting people in the center of great cities 

including Constantinople, Salonika, Smyrna, Damascus, etc. The sultan established a 

great deal number of posts of wireless telegraph. These posts were improved and 

used in order to finish the negative effects of the foreign telegraphs and posts on the 

Ottoman Empire. The post offices were established in the remotest regions of the 

Empire, so as to provide rapid information in the entire empire.
146
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Besides, in 1908, great improvements emerged in the foundation of Ottoman 

economic infrastructures. An important number of bridges (965 big and small 

bridges) were constructed.
147

 This number included the large bridges of Bain-el-

Goul. The sultan provided the empire with thirty locomotives of different 

dimensions, ten carriages (railroad cars), 347wagons.
148

 The Sublime Porte took new 

measures, aiming at enhancing the Ottoman economic productions. These measures 

consisted of exploiting in a good way the Ottoman forests. In fact, they condemned 

illegal cutting down of trees in Ottoman forests. They prevented the sale of the 

arranged domains to an individual, who wanted to erect constructions on these 

domains. They supported the principles of purifying the waterways including the 

waterways of Seihan and Djeihan in vilayet of Adana. 

Morever, Abdulhamid II completed great works for promoting the Ottoman 

society. He built lazarets, crèches and orphanages, etc. The lazaret erected in 

Camaran in 1905 and the orphanage erected in Proti in 1906, were some examples of 

those works. This lazaret was used as a dwelling of Muslim pilgrims and the 

orphanage was giving the first family education to the motherless and fatherless 

orphans.
149

 

  Contributions of Ottoman civil society and taxation allowed the Sublime 

Porte to achieve the aforementioned economic infrastructures in various provinces of 

the empire. Let pointing out that the European great powers also contributed to 

complete the aforementioned infrastructures. 

The networks of railway were particularly developed during the period in 

question. Some reasons could explain such a state of fact. After the decline of French 
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influence in the East, the Ottoman Empire faced with local riots in its provinces; 

Berlin treaty especially supported this situation, the control of transportation’s means 

became difficult. Abdulhamid II understood this and he developed Ottoman railways, 

which could be easily secured. Another reason was the fact that the railways could 

transport a great deal amount of goods and they were more rapid than other kinds of 

transportation’s means. Once again, the great European powers largely envied the 

Ottoman seas. That situation could make difficult the control and the development of 

Ottoman seaways. In addition, the Ottoman financial means would be very weak in 

order to evenly (equally) develop diverse kinds of transportation’s means. 

Nonetheless, the Ottoman means of transportation contributed to secure Ottoman 

economy by establishing reliable economic relationship between Ottoman provinces. 

The railways gathered people and goods in the markets of various provinces. They 

contributed to develop the sale of Ottoman cash crops on Ottoman territory. The 

Ottoman salespersons of cash crops and Ottoman farmers were tributary to the 

usurers of great European powers. In addition, the construction and the development 

of railways, seaways, roads over land, helped to secure Ottoman Muslim pilgrims, 

therefore they developed this Muslim practice.  

Briefly, the construction of infrastructures of seeds’ production, the reduction 

of taxes and the new modes of taxes’ payment largely delivered Ottoman merchants 

and farmers from the influence of European usurers. As a result, Ottoman economic 

revenues increased. Besides, the establishment of wireless telegraphs and the post 

telegraphs was very significant. They helped to diminish the influence of the 

European system of communication founded on Ottoman territory. This system 

permitted great European powers to reduce the control of the Sublime Porte on its 

provinces, particularly its Balkan provinces. Ottoman wireless telegraphs and post 

telegraphs planted throughout the empire certainly permitted the sultan to master his 

system of communication and gradually diminish the European influence on his 

provinces. 
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This means of communication, the development of railways, seaways, roads 

over land, the construction of new ones and the canalization of waters developed the 

Ottoman commerce and industry. 

The improvement of Ottoman commerce accompanied the Ottoman construction of 

industrial infrastructures. 

 Under the reign of Abdulhamid II, the Sublime Porte founded important 

commercial and industrial infrastructures. By 1891, the sultan ended the taxes 

collected on the goods transported from a vilayet to another vilayet. Later on, he 

reduced the taxes collected on merchandises, belonging to the Ottoman indigenous, 

transported from a port to another port of the Empire. 

Those measures facilitated the commercial activity in the Empire of lands and 

seas (the Ottoman Empire). In 1884, Abdulhamid II constructed the Chamber for 

Ottoman Commerce of Constantinople. There were a number of similar chambers in 

various county towns of vilayets and sandjaks. The Chamber for the Ottoman 

Commerce of Constantinople played a significant intermediary role between the 

Ottoman merchants and Ottoman authorities. These consulted the same chamber 

before taking any decision regarding Ottoman commerce. Furthermore, Abdulhamid 

II signed treaties with different countries. They ruled and promoted Ottoman export 

and import. Some products, much imported, were produced in the empire, therefore, 

their import gradually diminished. This situation increased the export of Ottoman 

products. Thus, Abdulhamid II founded the imperial manufactories of woolen cloths, 

carpets, porcelains, etc. They were prospering according to Nicolas Nicolaides. 

 Besides, for Nicolas Nicolaides individuals and companies founded various 

kinds of industrial infrastructures, such as factories of glasses, papers, spinning 

factories, the factories of carpets, candles, factories of match, etc. In addition, the 

Ottoman Empire had several mines, such as the coalfield of Heraclee, the mines of 

copper in Argana, the argentiferous mines of fuse and the auriferous mines in 

Bulgardagh, the mines of boracite in Sultan-Tchair, the mines of chromium in 

outskirts of Smyrna. There were also the mines of manganese of Marmara Sea and 
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black sea, the mines of copper and argentiferous fuse in the vilayet of Trebizond, 

etc.
150

 

Moreover, the products of Ottoman soil were safeguarded in the commercial 

museum of Constantinople; this museum played an important role in the sale of these 

products. The imperial museum much supported this sale. In this sense, Abdulhamid 

II enacted new regulations. They consisted of preventing each individual from selling 

any Ottoman antique object without informing the imperial museum, which had to 

buy it. None archeological dig was not opened within the Ottoman Empire, without a 

special permission. The columns and the edifices discovered by the archeology had 

to be safeguarded in their initial state. Those measures aimed to forbid the export of 

Ottoman antique objects of great value; they also helped to re-shape Ottoman culture. 

The principles of Ottoman minerals’ usage could cause problems. In this sense, the 

sultan completely revised regulations pertaining to those minerals. He also facilitated 

the access and the exploitation of lands. 

Although Abdulhamid II completed those commercial and industrial reforms, 

the development of communication and transportation’s means was more visible than 

the development of Ottoman industry. Two main reasons could explain this Ottoman 

contrast of development. Firstly, Ottoman capitals were not much creative. Secondly, 

they were not much invested in Ottoman industry. However, the decrease of Ottoman 

goods’ import, the development of Ottoman goods’ export and the safeguard of 

Ottoman antique objects contributed to diminish the European mercantile effects on 

Ottoman economy. 

To meet the Ottoman contrast of development and to maintain the effects of reforms 

already opened, Abdulhamid II initiated important financial reforms.  
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2.1.2 Financial Reforms 

 

The repression of insurrections, the wars and the treaties of Berlin and San 

Stefano had put the Sublime Porte in a precarious financial situation. The previous 

benefits of Ottoman bank loans would not be paid in 1875. This phenomenon 

worsened the Ottoman financial crisis. Thus, in 1907, the Ottoman debt reached 

254,000,000 (about 254 million pound sterling); the Ottoman Empire was also 

suffering from wars’ indemnities, especially the indemnities of war paid for Russia, 

which were about 125 million  Francs; the same empire was experiencing the 

bankers of Galatia, who lent about 9 million Turkish pounds to the Sublime Porte.
151

 

In fact, an agreement signed between these bankers and the Ottoman Empire on 

September 1879 for guarantying this sum of money, gave the revenues gained on the 

sale of Ottoman salt, tobacco, stamp, silk, etc. to the above-mentioned bankers. As a 

result, the treasury of the Ottoman Empire was almost empty. Accordingly, most of 

Ottoman farmers gave up their farms; the means of communication and 

transportation, particularly for Ottoman army were in a precarious state. Artistic 

works, bridges were destroyed, but they were not repaired. To meet this precarious 

financial situation, Abdulhamid II initiated financial reforms. 

Abdulhamid II began his financial reforms with opening negotiations 

regarding financial issues. He and his creditors, especially the bankers of Galatia 

opened those negotiations. The creditors of the Ottoman Empire sent their delegates 

to the Sublime Porte. They were negotiating. The negotiations resulted in the 

convention of December 20, 1881.
152

 Later on, the decree of Mouharrem recognized 
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this convention as a law. Then, Abdulhamid II founded the Ottoman Public Affairs 

of Debt and reorganized the financial service.
153

 

The decree of Mouharrem reorganized the Ottoman financial service. The 

sultan enacted a special regulation concerning the reports of tax collectors. This 

regulation was related to the principles of taxes’ sending to the Malie (an Ottoman 

financial institution); it was also related to the principles of tax collection. In case 

where the sending of tax was late, the sultan decreed dismissals. The defterdars were 

the core in this new system of tax collection. Some officials were in charge of tax 

preservation in villages, sandjaks. The moukhtars of districts and villages in charge 

of tax collection were under the control of defterdars, mouhassebedjis and 

malmudiri. They acted according to the hierarchy of officials. 

Nonetheless, the sultan could enact punishments against those financial 

officials in case where they did not correctly and regularly performed their tasks. For 

instance, if defterdars, mouhassebedjis and mal-mudiri (if their different ranks, 

defterdars, mouhassabedjis and mal-mudiri were some Ottoman financial officials) 

did not send the taxes of fisc to the Malie within the period determined by the law, 

the sultan could immediately dismissed or replaced them. In addition, if they did not 

send the sum of money that the ministry urged them to send to the Malie, 

Abdulhamid II could also dismissed or replaced them according to the above-

mentioned decree. Besides, if the sending of taxes was late because of mutessarifs or, 

caimakams, Abdulhamid II could dismiss the guilty officials; if the sending of taxes 

was late due to an instruction of Vali, mutessarif, caimakam or, defterdar, the 

imperial government could apply the same punishments after investigations.
154
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This decree compelled officials in charge of Ottoman finances to follow 

regularly and strictly the Ottoman imperial decisions concerning particularly the tax 

collection and the tax payment. The same decree prevented those officials from 

malversations. In the late Ottoman Empire, particularly under the reign of 

Abdulhamid II, some Ottoman officials were guilty of searching their own interests. 

This attitude could be an obstacle for the Sublime Porte to get the necessary amount 

of money in order to meet its financial need, therefore an obstacle for the Sublime 

Porte to pursue its development. In fact, the new attitude of some Ottoman officials 

depended on the great presence of foreign people including Europeans, in various 

Ottoman domestic affairs. Those people certainly were the representatives of great 

European powers, which endlessly were waiting for the immediate end of the 

Ottoman Empire. Those powers sent to the Sublime Porte financial counselors in 

1906. Abdulhamid II urged that these counselors should be only financial 

counselors for the Ottoman Empire, but they should not be financial controllers for 

this empire.  

Accordingly, the new foreign officials working in Ottoman domestic affairs 

influenced the whole functioning of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, Abdulhamid II 

needed to enact such imperial decisions so as to reduce this foreign influence on the 

development of Ottoman finances and pursue the development of the Ottoman 

Empire. For Pierre Mareuilles, one of the most significant effects of this imperial 

decree was the introduction of new mode of tax collection in Macedonia in 1905 by 

Hilmi Pacha.
155

 Hilmi Pacha gradually suppressed corrupt practices in the tax 

collection in this region. Other effects of the aforementioned decree were visible. 

 From this reorganization of Ottoman financial affairs, the Ottoman finances 

and the Ottoman bank credit were gradually developed. As a result, the Ottoman 

bank made several bank loans. According to Nicolas Nicolaides, several journals, 

dealing with the financial issues, remarked that the Ottoman Empire was the unique 

country, which could successfully diminish in thirty years its debt to 100 million 
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Francs.
156

 In 1907, the public funds of the Ottoman Empire could be seen as real 

sources of revenues. This new financial situation, in the days following the Congress 

of Berlin, was surprising for a great deal number of people. Furthermore, the 

repartition of tax provided the Sublime Porte with great revenues. 

 The Ottoman national financial institutions gradually influenced the foreign 

financial institutions established in the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman imperial bank 

particularly developed under the reign of Abdulhamid II. In addition, the Ottoman 

public debt and the State-controlled company of tobacco also prospered. 

To sum up, the financial reforms of Abdulhamid II consisted of promoting 

the sources of Ottoman revenues by enacting decrees regarding Ottoman finances, 

which aimed to change gradually the behaviors of financial officials. 

 The suppression of foreign telegraph posts was an act of reform, therefore, an 

important act of protecting Ottoman interests. The Ottoman telegraphs posts were 

open to a crucial competition of foreign telegraph posts established in the Ottoman 

Empire. When this suppression was completed, Ottoman merchants would be free 

from the negative effects of competition of foreign merchants, the Ottoman fiscal 

revenues increased, accordingly.  

According to some of our sources, the decrease of those revenues did not 

only depend on the financial officials’ attitude; it also depended on two phenomena. 

The first one was the rivalry, in which Christian sects of the Ottoman Empire were 

each against other. The problems caused by the privileges granted to these sects were 

especially central to this rivalry. The second one was the attitude of great European 

powers, which consisted, for those powers, of granting similar rights that the 

Ottomans had to their nationals living in the Ottoman Empire. 
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Those phenomena and their consequences were reducing Ottoman sources of 

revenues; the same phenomena caused the need of re-shaping Ottoman culture. To 

perform such imperial tasks, reforms in education and military were necessary. 

Educational and military reforms were possible thanks to the aforementioned 

financial reforms. 

  

2.2 Reforms in Education and Military 

 

The educational reforms largely accompanied the Ottoman military reforms under 

the reign of Abdulhamid II. 

 

 2.2.1 Reforms in Education 

 

The influence of European schools in the Ottoman Empire was increasing on 

Ottoman thoughts. The willingness of some Ottoman provinces to get their autonomy 

urged these provinces to establish autonomous institutions including schools. The 

management of those schools sometimes caused problems between Ottoman 

government and the aforementioned provinces. In addition, the control of Ottomans’ 

thoughts and Ottoman subjects’ thoughts was particularly a concern for the sultans of 

late Ottoman Empire. In fact, Abdulhamid II tried to re-shape the mentality of 

Ottomans by opening various educational reforms. Before the enthronement of 

Abdulhamid II as an Ottoman sultan, Ottoman public education had already faced 

with several difficulties: children from rich families were going to foreign schools, 

therefore they could not get their own culture (Ottoman culture), and the popular 

education and the public education for Muslims were less developed.
157
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 The great positive educational changes initiated by Abdulhamid II were 

various in different categories of Ottoman education. Abdulhamid II was the first 

Ottoman sultan to make compulsory the Ottoman education for all Ottomans.
158

 Both 

Ottoman boys and girls were subjected to the education. The Christian communities 

had their own schools, where only the Christian children received their education. 

Ottoman authorities protected the courses and controlled the books of those schools. 

Over a long period, Christian communities were not subjected to a compulsory 

education. This phenomenon supported the foundation of foreign schools in the 

Ottoman Empire therefore, the emergence of European ideas of domestic affairs 

among the same communities extremely influenced quickly Christian communities. 

Thus, making compulsory education for the whole Ottoman Empire was necessary to 

reverse this situation. Furthermore, enacting the new educative regulations was also 

indispensable. 

Abdulhamid II enacted an educational law regarding the Ottoman public 

education. The law divided Ottoman schools into two categories: public schools and 

private schools. The Ottoman state controlled and managed the public schools and 

only supervised the private schools. Among the private schools, there were schools 

founded and directly managed by communities or by individuals. In addition, the 

public education fell into three grades: primary, secondary and superior grades. 

With its three grades, the primary education was organized well. It included 

three levels: Mukiatibi Sibian (a kind of crèches or spaces for protecting children), 

Ibdadies (primary schools) and Ruschdiyeks (superior level of primary schools).
159

 

For Nicolas Nicolaides, the Ottoman primary education was compulsory and free of 

charge for Muslims. 
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The curricula of Ottoman primary education fell into two categories in 1907. 

Boys and girls sometimes had different curricula in this education. When they were 

six years old, their names were mentioned in the registers of Mukiatibi Sibian or 

Ibdadies. In Ibdadies, a student spent four years and studied the following subjects: 

the Turkish syllabary, verses of the Coran, the reading in Turkish language, Turkish 

grammar, numeration, arithmetic, calligraphy, geography, history.
160

 When they 

were about ten or eleven years old, they could make their registration in Ruschdiyeh. 

There, they also spent four years and studied  Arabian grammar and syntax, Turkish 

and Persian grammar and syntax, the musical composition, the style, the Ottoman 

history, the orthography, the universal history, geography, arithmetic, the basic 

elements of geometry, the linear drawings, the language of one of non-Muslim 

communities from the locality, in which the school was established. The female 

students had their own curricula in Ruschdiyeh; they were studying the religious 

education, the Turkish grammar, the elementary notions of Arabian and Persian 

grammar, notions of literature, the history, the geography, the arithmetic, the 

domestic economy, the sewing, the drawings and the music.
161

 This superior level of 

Ottoman primary education was free of charge, but it was not compulsory. A school 

Ruschdiyeh was constructed in each agglomeration of 500 Muslim families. 

 In the Ibadadies and in the Ruschdiyeth, the presence of Turkish grammar 

and Turkish literature in various curricula was much visible; the reading of Coran 

was important in those curricula. The same curricula displayed the will of 

Abdulhamid II to re-shape the thoughts of Ottomans. This attitude allowed Ottomans 

to maintain their culture and resist the influence of foreign cultures. Given that, the 
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Ottoman culture was a section of Islamic civilization and Persian culture, the 

teaching of Coran and the Persian grammar could greatly provide Ottoman students 

with several means of differentiating these cultures, therefore, they could identify the 

Ottoman culture. Furthermore, the imperial act of differentiating the curricula of 

female students from the curricula of male students showed once again that each 

category of Ottoman society had a specific task to perform in the reconstruction of 

the Ottoman Empire. 

This first phase of highlighting Ottoman culture also prepared Ottoman 

students to cope with different challenges regarding the general development of 

sciences. For instance, the gradual teaching of arithmetic, sewing, drawings, 

mathematics, geometry, etc. could meet the challenge of specialization in various 

domains of sciences. History, music, geography and economy could much contribute 

to this specialization. However, the specialization, considered a means of solving 

educative problems, should be continually in the different categories of Ottoman 

public education. Thence, Ottoman secondary public education was established. 

That secondary education included two categories: the Idadies or preparatory 

schools and the Sultanies or high schools. 

In the cities, which had an agglomeration of 1000 families, a school Idadie was 

constructed. The schools Idadies received both Muslim and non-Muslim children 

having followed the curricula of schools Ruschdiyehs and having successfully passed 

the final examinations of the year of their graduation. In those schools, the duration 

of studies was three years. The curricula included the Ottoman literature, the style, 

the rhetoric, the elementary notions of political economy, the Ottoman history, the 

universal history, the French language, the arithmetic, the algebra, the geometry, the 

physics, the chemistry, the natural history, etc.
162

 

As for the high schools, they had to be constructed in the county town of each 

province to the extent that the budgetary resources allowed their construction. They 

fell into two divisions. The first division had a program similar to the program of 
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Idadie schools. The second division also included two sections: studies related to the 

letters and studies related to the sciences. According to Nicolas Nicolaides, the 

prototype of these educative establishments was the imperial high school of Galata-

Serai (Mekteb-Sultanie). Among teachers of this school, there were European 

professors. The language of teaching was French. 

The program of studies included the Turkish language and the Arabian 

language, the Turkish and French languages, literatures, philosophies and 

calligraphies, the Turkish literature and the translation of Turkish language into 

French language and the translation of French language into Turkish language. The 

same program included the Ottoman history of Islam, the elementary notions of Latin 

language for the study of pharmacy, medicine and law. It also included the political, 

administrative, commercial, agricultural and industrial geography of some countries, 

especially the geography of the Ottoman Empire; the mathematics, the financial 

accounts, the linary drawings; the Greek, Armenian, German, English and Italian 

languages, etc.
163

  Another example of those secondary schools was the Mekteb-

Mulkie-i-Chahane or civil imperial school in Istanbul. Nicolas Nicolaides was 

thinking that Abdulhamid II built this school at his expense. In this school, students 

were studying the following courses: religious law, commercial law, civil 

legislations, general history, political economy, redaction, financial accounts, 

geography, French language, natural history, chemistry. The students, who 

successfully passed the final examinations of their graduation, worked in the 

administration of the same school. The international Ottoman school for young girls 

constructed in 1880 by Abdulhamid II was also a secondary school in Istanbul. 

There, students were studying Turkish, Armenian, and Greek languages, French, 

English, German and Russian languages, geography, natural history, piano, music 
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and sewing.
164

 In addition, the education law of 1884 established in each vilayet two 

offices: one in the direction of education and another one for the inspection of 

education. 

Within those secondary schools, curricula were much various. They changed 

according to each educational structure. This resulted from the motivations for 

which, such or such secondary schools were constructed. The existence of a school 

for young girls displayed once again the will of Abdulhamid II to re-shape two 

complementary thoughts of Ottomans: one for Ottoman young girls and one for 

Ottoman young boys. The various courses of foreign languages, such as European 

languages were significant. They prepared students of secondary schools to a far 

specialization. They also helped them to understand the evolution of new scientific 

domains, established in various countries of Europe. Several languages of European 

countries, considered well scientifically developed, were taught to Ottoman students. 

However, they were not main courses. The creation of job opportunities followed the 

specialization in various scientific fields of research. 

 The appearance of new subjects, such as the sciences related to the religious 

law, the sciences regarding the administrative affairs, the pharmacy, the financial 

accounts, etc., urged the subjects of Abdulhamid II to be more creative and it 

prepared them to the superior category of Ottoman public education. 

Abdulhamid II enlarged the Ottoman university and created special superior 

schools. The Ottoman university included three faculties: faculties of law or the 

school of law, faculties of letters or the school of high humanities, faculties of 

sciences or the school of highways department. Abdulhamid II founded the school of 

law at the beginning of his reign. The foundation of this school stemmed from the 
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transformation of elementary courses of law and political economy existing in the 

curricula of high school of Galata-Serail into the public courses of law. By 1882, the 

school of law was reorganized completely. Students from the above-mentioned 

school were studying the Ottoman law, the Muslim law, the Roman law, the Roman 

institutions, the Ottoman commercial law, the civil and commercial proceedings, the 

penal law and the criminal instruction, the administrative law, the political economy. 

 In the school of high humanities, students took the following courses, the 

Arab literature, the Greek and Latin literatures, the logic, the philosophy, the 

archeology, the universal history, the philosophy of history.
165

 Until the first year of 

the reign of Abdulhamid II, the school of highways’ department was annexed with 

the high school of Galata-Serai, it was known under the name of the school of civil 

engineers. The duration of studies in the school of high humanities reached four 

years. Those three great schools were the core of Ottoman Empire’s university under 

the reign of Abdulhamid II. In addition to the aforementioned schools, Abdulhamid 

II founded several special schools. Some of them, controlled by the ministry of the 

public instruction, constituted with the university, the Ottoman superior education. 

Other special schools were controlled by different other ministries. 

The special schools controlled by the ministry of public instruction fell into 

the following categories: the civil schools of medicine, from which the graduated 

students became the consulting physicians, the normal schools for the training of 

teachers of primary schools, teachers of superior primary school, the normal schools 

for the training of young girls destined for doing the professorate. 

 In addition, Abdulhamid II constructed the school of languages in 1883, 

which was reserved for training the Sublime Porte’s officials and the ministry of 

foreign affairs’ officials, who were exactly 25 years old or less than this age. The 

courses of this school were free of charge for officials of ministries and public 

affairs. As for foreign students from the same school, they were paying 25 Turkish 
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pounds a year. There, studies spread over five years. Its curricula included the 

grammar, the French redaction, and the translation of Turkish language into French 

language and vice versa, the Turkish, Arab and French languages were compulsory 

courses while the Greek, Armenian, English, German and Russian languages were 

optional.
166

 Furthermore, the sultan founded the school of fine arts in 1883. This 

school was composed of four educational sections: the painting, the sculpture, the 

gravure and the architecture. 

 Furthermore, there were schools under the control of the ministries of 

commerce, public works, agriculture and the ministry of finances. Among those 

schools, there were the following: the trade schools of arts and crafts, the vocational 

schools, the schools of agriculture, the schools of mines and forests, and the school 

of telegraph. 

Abdulhamid II completed these educational reforms, according to the 

economic needs of the Ottoman Empire. Courses regarding commerce and 

agriculture consisted of meeting Ottoman economic crisis and launching the 

foundation of new economic infrastructures, in order to provide Ottomans with the 

products of their own efforts. Let remarking that the efforts of Ottomans for the 

progress of their Empire were scattered by different events. The clauses of different 

treaties replaced the effects of Ottoman imperial decisions, therefore these clauses 

separated Ottoman sultan from his subjects. The great presence of courses of Turkish 

language aimed to reverse this tendency. The courses of Ottoman law, the courses of 

Muslim law, and the courses regarding Ottoman domestic affairs aimed to reestablish 

the firm justice in various Ottoman economic sections. The courses in pharmacy, 

medicine, music, etc., allowed the Ottomans to cope with different new challenges of 

sciences’ development. 

The results of educational reforms gradually became visible in various 

regions of the Ottoman Empire from 1905 to 1907. By 1906, the number of 
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scholarship holders reached 400 students in Dar-ul-Chefakat.
167

 Children from 

various poor families were generally those scholarship holders. Changes emerged in 

the curricula of this school permitted students to be knowledgeable about agriculture, 

commerce and industry. The Sublime Porte established a special commission in 

order to put those imperial decisions into practice. The commission was composed of 

LL. EE. Abdul Rahman bey, director of the imperial high school, Redjai bey, 

director of the university, Nail bey, director of Idadie schools and Said bey, director 

of Ruchdie schools. Furthermore, the military imperial school of medicine provided 

each year Ottoman army with great number of consulting physicians while the civil 

imperial school of medicine sent its students to the provinces; a school of medicine 

was founded in Damascus in Syria, another school of medicine would be founded in 

Salonika.
168

  

Abdulhamid II founded the institutes of research for eradicating diseases due 

to rabies in the remotest provinces of the Empire. In addition, the veterinary sciences 

made great progress. They were very important for the progress of agriculture. 

Besides, the bacteriologic institute would create enough quantity of serum for every 

region of the Ottoman Empire, in order to stop the bovine pest. 

 On the recommendation of Dr. Ali Dervich bey, the chief of the house of 

refuge for poor people, a crèche and an orphanage were founded in 1905. They were 

largely helpful for the poor people. In 1905, 40 children, whom were less than four 

years old, were living in the crèche.
169

 The orphanage was a detached house located 

near the crèche. In the ground floor, there were a room for studying, a refectory and 

some bathrooms. Several languages were taught to the children under the supervision 

of a female institutor. When they reached their fourth year, children from the crèche 
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were moving for the orphanage where they were staying until they were seven years 

old. Then they started learning the following jobs in various workshops according to 

their ability: the repair of shoes, the woodworking, the tapestry, etc.
170

  Personnel of 

the orphanage were composed of four housekeepers and a female inspector. When a 

child became sick, he was treated in the hospital of the house of refuge. 

The schools of the law and the commerce made great progress. Moreover, a 

school for blind people and deaf-mutes was founded in Salonika in 1905. In 1907, 37 

students graduated from the school of law, 19 other students graduated from the 

school of commerce during the three last years.
171

 

Those achievements in the social development of Ottoman Empire certainly 

displayed the progress in various fields of sciences due to the educational reforms 

initiated by Abdulhamid II. The sultan had to train his subjects in various domains of 

sciences in order to reduce the great presence of foreign agents in various Ottoman 

domestic affairs. This presence explained the need of the Sublime Porte of foreign 

officials in its domestic affairs. Abdulhamid II made great efforts and tried to meet 

this need.    

One could wonder from where the Sublime Porte got the financial means in 

order to found such enormous schools. When the Sublime Porte saw its financial 

sources threatened, it tried to reorganize the Ottoman financial affairs. Such an 

imperial act increased the tax revenues in various economic sections. Abdulhamid II 

also reorganized the civil list. Accordingly, the contributions from civil list and the 

contributions from diverse communities of the Ottoman Empire helped the sultan to 

complete great educational reforms in various levels of Ottoman public education. 

With those educational reforms, Nicolas Nicolaides did not much talk about 

the status of the teachers of various educational levels. The presence of foreign 
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languages in diverse curricula could be a paradox for people who did not know the 

targets of these Ottoman educational reforms. Abdulhamid II always established 

scientific relationship between him and great European powers. In fact, the above-

mentioned languages made easier this relationship. Briefly, by establishing scientific 

relationship between the Ottoman Empire and great European powers through 

foreign languages, Ottoman educational reforms permitted to reduce the effects of 

foreign education on the late Ottoman Empire. However, the Hamidian educational 

reforms reflected the European educational structure. It could be said that the effects 

of European diverse scientific fields on Ottoman culture urged Abdulhamid II to 

complete his educational reforms by patterning after the educational model of great 

European powers. 

 In 1907, Nicolas Nicolaides somehow compared some Ottoman schools to 

the European schools, in general. In this sense, he asserted that the Ottoman Empire 

founded an educational system, similar to the European educational system, under 

the reign of Abdulhamid II. Certainly, the existence of foreign languages in Ottoman 

diverse educational curricula under the reign of Abdulhamid II could be efficient for 

Ottoman educational development. Unfortunately, in 1908, various ideas regarding 

the great changes of Ottoman governance emerged and took shape later on. In fact, 

the military reforms were necessary in order to avoid or diminish the effects of 

possible insurrections, which would be fatal for the survival of the Ottoman Empire. 

 

2.2.2 Reforms in Military 

 

 The Hamidian reforms in military were necessary for the Ottoman Empire’s 

survival after the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78. The treaty of Berlin and this war 

had threatened the control of the Sublime Porte on its provinces and led the European 

great powers to envy the economic advantages of the Ottoman Empire. 

For Nicolas Nicolaides, Abdulhamid II promulgated a new Ottoman military system. 

Ottoman military service was compulsory for each Muslim. As for non-Muslims, 

they were subjected to the payment of an exoneration tax. When an Ottoman Muslim 
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subject was 21 years old, his military fate was determined; the duration of the 

military service was 20 years and the yearly national service conscripts of the 

Ottoman Empire were about 65,000 people.
172

 

 Abdulhamid II quite reorganized well the Ottoman army. In 1899, the 

Ottoman military hierarchy included Muchir (marshal), Ferik (general of division), 

Lava (general of brigade), Miralai (colonel), Caimakam (lieutenant colonel), 

Binbachi (commandant or chief of squadron), col aghassi, Youzbachi (captain), 

Mulazim-evel (lieutenant), Mulazim-sani (lieutenant junior grade), Bach-tchaouche 

(chief of sergeant), Tchaouche (sergeant). It also included Onbachi (lance-corporal), 

Asker or Nefer (soldier), Serdar Ekrem (generalissimos), Askeri Tabibi (military 

consulting physicians), Edzadji (pharmacists), Baitars (veterinarians), Alai Emini and 

Tabour Kiatibi (military intendants).
173

 

 Besides, Ottoman army fell into three main groups under the reign of 

Abdulhamid II. These groups were composed of Mouasaf or active army, Redif or 

reserve of active army and Muntafiz or Territorial Army. The active army included 

two categories: the Nizam in which, the soldiers spent four years of service, the 

Ichtidt in which they spent two years of service. The duration of the service in the 

Ottoman active army was six years; it was 6 years in the Ottoman Territorial Army 

and eight years in Ottoman military reserve. This army was also composed of two 

categories. Ottoman army was composed of more than one million people. Its 

military equipment for artillery comprised about 2,000 materials.
174

 

Abdulhamid II made this Ottoman military reorganization thanks to several 

imperial efforts. The Ottoman army could be a means of Ottoman Empire’s survival. 
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In fact, in 1897, during the war Greco-Ottoman, the army displayed its following 

qualities: the rapidity of its mobilization and its concentration, the quality of its 

careful tactic march, the firm decisions of its chiefs, etc. Nicolas Nicolaides was 

thinking that an Ottoman army with these military qualities defeated Hellenic army 

on several battlefields, such as Elassonna, Tournavos, Larissa, Pharsale and 

Domokos, etc. The military tactics of Ottoman army were admired very well. On 

April 24, 1897, the journal the Times mentioned the following witness:  

“On Thursday, the Turks continued to move on, 

without haste, Edhem Pacha pursued a careful 

march. None mistake was made.”
175

  

 

The Times depicted the rapid movement of Ottoman army on various 

battlefields under the control of Edhem Pacha. This military chief was commanding 

200,000 Ottoman soldiers. In addition, the journal “Le Temps” described the greatest 

and the intensity of Ottoman military movement:  

“A great movement was made over the quays 

(wharfs) towards us, because the first troop 

entered into the port some weeks ago.”
176

  

The rapidity of Ottoman military movement and the good organization of 

Ottoman troops were therefore beyond dispute. However, the Sublime Porte needed 

to maintain these military advantages in order to cope with the challenges of 

Ottoman Empire’s survival. In this sense, the military schools played a significant 

role. They trained soldiers for each military division. 

 The development of Ottoman military schools was largely visible under the 

reign of Abdulhamid II. The military school of Coumharhane trained military 

officers for Ottoman artillery and Ottoman military genius.
177

 Students entered into 

this school, when they were fifteen years old. There, they spent seven years of 

studies. Students, who reached their 6
th

 years of study, could graduate to the status of 
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sub-lieutenant. Students, who reached their 7
th

 years of study, could graduate to the 

status of lieutenant. The military school of Pancaldi trained military officers for 

Ottoman cavalry, infantry and major.
178

 The duration of training was three years. 

From there, students graduated to the status of sub-lieutenant. The successful 

students could spend three years more, then they graduated to the status of captain 

and they worked in the rank of Major. In addition to those superior military schools, 

there were military preparatory schools in Adrianople, Bagdad, Brousse, Damascus, 

Erzurum, Koubeli, Monastir, etc. Students entered into these schools, when they 

were twelve years. There, they spent three years of studies. 

In addition, Abdulhamid II reorganized the irregular Ottoman army. Asian 

tribes provided the Sublime Porte with this army if there was a need. In fact, the 

Sultan decided the training of the regiments of Hamidie cavalry. The sultan recruited 

these regiments from Kurdistan and Arab tribes. The enrollment into the 

aforementioned regiments was voluntary. The sultan nominated the military 

managers of the same regiments. Most of them were nominated from the regular 

army. The regiments in question were associated with the parts of regular army 

working in the regions of the tribes, from which the regiments were recruited. Those 

regiments played a significant role in securing Ottoman coasts. 

 Furthermore, Abdulhamid II reconstructed the Ottoman military fleet. Among 

the Ottoman military fleet, there were cruisers of great quality, such as Hamidie, 

Fethi-Belend, Assari-Tevfik, Hibet-Numa, Abd-Ul-Medjid, Erthogroul, and Loufti-

Houmayoun. In addition, there were the well- constructed Ottoman torpedoes. 

                                      

178
 Ibid. Chap. III., p.36; C. Chryssaphides, “Empereur et le Sultan”, Journal L’Orient 3 (January 

1899), accessed on June 6, 2013, gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, pp.1-6. 

    

 

 



 

 

 95   

 

The duration of military service in the Ottoman military fleet was twelve years: five 

active years, three years of active military reserve and four years for military 

reserve.
179

 

 The construction of naval military schools played an important role in the 

reform of Ottoman military fleet. The naval military school trained military officers 

of great qualification for the Ottoman Marine Corps. Besides, the sultan founded a 

naval school of commerce in 1890; it trained the captains for small and great 

cabotages, etc.
180

 Abdulhamid II also privileged the fortification of the Dardanelles 

and Bosporus. They were therefore safe from several dangers. 

  The foundation of military school for diverse Ottoman military bodies 

accompanied Ottoman military reforms. This phenomenon displayed the will of 

Abdulhamid II to maintain the control of his army on the territory of Ottoman 

Empire. In 1904, new battleships reinforced Ottoman fleet. Among them, there were 

the following cruisers: the Messoudie, the Abdul-Medjid, the Abdulhamid, and the 

Assari-Tevfik. For Nicolas Nicolaides, some European journals admired the new 

reorganization of Ottoman fleet. The combination of Ottoman diverse military bodies 

was efficient to the extent that the Ottoman Empire’s survival after the reign of 

Abdulhamid II could be certain thereof. The duration of military training in various 

military schools was almost the same. This certainly strengthened and facilitated the 

significant combination of Ottoman armies. The fact that the irregular regiments 

worked in their own regions among their own tribes was important. In fact, the civil 
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forces could be associated with the armed forces for the protection of Ottoman 

territory. One of the targets of “l’Orient” was to urge all Ottomans to defend the 

integrity of Ottoman territory. The decisions enacted by the sultan and the decisions 

enacted by the Ottoman military managers were factors of Ottoman military 

combination. Furthermore, Ottoman military disciplines were important for the 

completion of this combination. However, Nicolas Nicolaides did not much talk 

about those disciplines; he did not talk about the curricula taught in the Ottoman 

military schools. Such pieces of information could help us to understand the kind of 

training to which each Ottoman military body was subjected. 

 Abdulhamid II also founded several charitable institutions for Ottoman 

militaries. In this sense, a military hospital was constructed in Maan in 1906; it was 

composed of several rooms; it had 120 beds.
181

 An ambulance was also accessible in 

the region at the same period. 

     Moreover, Abdulhamid II reorganized Ottoman police and gendarmerie, in 

order to make certain the interior security of the Empire. The sultan enacted a new 

law of Ottoman police. The police should provide each traveler with the following 

facilities: find for him an accommodation or bring him to his house when he missed 

the trains or ships or when he stayed in the city because the trains or ships were late, 

etc. The police should bring a person fallen down because of an accident or a 

sickness on the public road in his house or to a hospital. Ottoman police also had to 

bring the mental cases to the hospital. In fact, it should collect information about 

these mental cases. Moreover, the Ottoman police should take necessary measures by 

informing the municipal authorities when there were rubbishes or materials or a well 

on the public road.
182
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 As for Ottoman gendarmerie, it was composed of Muslims and Christians. 

The reputation of those people should be safe from any criminal act and any immoral 

act. Regarding the new law, officers of gendarmerie and commissaries of police 

should be able to read and write Turkish language. The competent departments 

nominated, dismissed, or displaced them with the consent of the chiefs of governors. 

Furthermore, the gendarmeries in various regions of the Empire were reorganized. In 

this sense, Abdulhamid II enacted several imperial decisions. A commission was 

established in order to reorganize the gendarmerie of Adrianople in1905. Chevket 

pacha was the head of this commission. He was a chief officer of artillery. The 

gendarmerie and the police of Mont-Liban were also re-constructed. The 

gendarmerie of Rumelia was re-constructed. Officers in Belgium and officers of 

Sweden played a significant role in this military reform of Rumelia. 

 Certainly, the reforms of Ottoman gendarmes and Ottoman polices 

contributed to make certain the security of the whole Empire. However, the great 

presence of foreign officers in diverse Ottoman military divisions, the scientific co-

operation between the Sublime Porte and the European great powers established new 

ideas of governance, which were more visible in 1908 and in 1909. The clauses of 

the treaty of Berlin supported this situation and Ottoman provinces to be against 

Ottoman imperial decisions. Thus, the respect of those clauses replaced the effects of 

Ottoman imperial decisions. As a result, riots took place in Istanbul from 1908 to 

1909; they resulted in the deposition of Abdulhamid II. 

Several factors explained those riots. In fact, the research of one’s interests by 

using national interests of the Empire gradually became perceptible in the last times 

of Abdulhamid II’s reign. This aroused a feeling of animosity between Ottoman 

officials. According to Nicolas Nicolaides, the minister of justice and some officers 

(Hassan Fehmi, Mohamed Arslan and Nazim bey) were assassinated, the ministry of 

Hussein Hilmi Pacha was destroyed and Tewfik Pacha became grand vizier; he 

founded a new ministry. For Nicolas Nicolaides, the above-mentioned riots stemmed 
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from the quarrels, which took place because of Ottoman officials’ personalities. Let 

mentioning that the European idea of progress all the time was accompanied by the 

ideas of European democracy, which consisted of establishing this democracy in a 

country by deteriorating the political regime of the same country. The means of the 

development of this democracy were the rapid development of European various 

scientific fields. In this sense, European idea of progress and European scientific co-

operation with the Sublime Porte certainly contributed to break out the riots, which 

took place in Istanbul under the reign of Abdulhamid II; therefore, they were factors 

of Ottoman rule’s deterioration under the same reign. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

Abdulhamid II contributed to promote the l’Orient journal in order to protect 

the interests of his regime and prevent the Ottoman Empire from immediate 

dismantlement. In fact, there were several reasons for the publishing policy of 

“l’Orient”: 

- Reinforcing relationship between Ottoman Greeks and Abdulhamid II, 

- Countering abuses of Turkish and European public opinions, 

- Promoting ideas of caliphate inside and outside of the Ottoman Empire, 

- Considering that, the attitude of great European powers impinged upon the progress 

of the Ottoman Empire, etc. 

To reach its goals, l’Orient used diverse and different means, such as the 

establishment of Ottoman national feasts, the foundation of “Societe Osmanie” (a 

kind of association). The Ottoman feasts and the “Societe Osmanie” aimed at 

gathering Ottomans, foreign artists, journalists, ministers, authors, and other 

charismatic personalities, particularly politicians, in order to support the Hamidian 

regime. In this sense, there were journalists who were working for l’Orient. Most of 

these journalists were members of “Societe Osmanie”. They reacted to the European 

criticism of the Ottoman Empire and Hamidian policy by writing articles in 

“l’Orient”. 

In addition, Nicolas Nicolaides was thinking that the attitude of the European 

great powers in orient largely impinged upon the process of Hamidian reforms and 

the whole progress of the Ottoman Empire. For him, this attitude (more economic 

than religious, political, and cultural) was one of the most significant aspects of the 

Eastern Question during the reign of Abdulhamid II, singularly from 1899 to 1909. 

With respect to this understanding of the Eastern Question, Nicolas depicted 

economic, political, cultural and religious aims of Russia, France, Italy, Austria, 

England, Germany, in the Ottoman Empire. These powers methodically acted to 

occupy Ottoman lands. 
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Russia was present in Persia and Asia; it constructed Zulfa-Tebriz-Hama’s railway. 

Russia wanted to control Ottoman commercial interests in the regions of Buschire, 

Bandar-Abbas, Tigris, Euphrates, etc. It controlled the roads, which went to India 

and Far East. Accordingly, the Ottoman Empire would be separated from its richest 

provinces of Persia, Minor-Asia, etc. 

Furthermore, Italy had set its sights on Cyrenaica, Albania, Scutari, and Janin. 

England was present in Egypt; it had set its control on Ottoman under-water cables; 

70% of these Ottoman cables were under the control of England. France envied 

Tunisia and Syria. 

Reasons of this European territorial occupation were more commercial. This 

territorial control of the Ottoman Empire founded two things: fierce competition 

between the European great powers and commercial rupture between the Ottoman 

Empire and its richest provinces. 

Ideas of establishing a Hungarian-slave empire sometimes supported this 

territorial conquest of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, great European powers 

established alliances. The empire would cover Bohemia, Poland, Hungary, Serbia, 

and Bulgaria. The same conquest would curtail Russian interests and Russia would 

be against Greece. 

From 1902 to 1904, religious, political and cultural issues aroused within Ottoman 

peoples; they impinged upon Ottoman domestic affairs. 

 Crises around consecrated donations, crises around berats, construction of 

Bulgarian Exarchate were the most important religious unrests from 1902 to 1908. 

These crises divided the European great powers into two different ideological 

groups. 

 From the end of 1901and onwards, the French patronage over Catholics 

declined in Ottoman Orient. This decline caused disturbances in the diplomatic 

relationship of the European great powers on one hand and in Ottoman provincial 

domestic affairs on the other hand. 

Consequences of this decline of French religious authority were various: 

rapprochement of Germany and the Ottoman Empire, promotion of commercial co-
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operation between the Ottoman Empire and other great European powers, protection 

by each great European power of its national minorities living under Ottoman rule. 

From this protection, Ottoman Christian minorities gradually became autonomous, 

influential and ready to claim unfair rights and disobey Hamidian imperial decrees. 

As a result, the above-mentioned minorities violated the treaty of Berlin. For 

instance, they refused to pay their share-out of debt to the sublime Porte. In addition, 

each national Christian minority tried to expand its region and tried, with the help of 

Europe, to found its independent state. This attitude transformed the Ottoman Empire 

into different potential independent states, which gradually became ambitious due to 

the imperialist economic development of great European powers. 

 The attitude of these powers regarding the treaty of Berlin worsened this 

situation. Accordingly, Ottoman provinces did not regularly follow Hamidian 

imperial decrees regarding Ottoman religious, political, economic affairs therefore; 

these decrees were not very efficient: attacks led by Bulgarian comitadjis in 

Macedonia, belatedness of the process of Hamidian reforms were some indicators of 

this disobedience. 

Furthermore, Ottoman domestic trade declined, the Ottoman provincial affairs 

including the provincial affairs of the Balkans really were not connected with the 

political system of Yildiz (an imperial palace founded by Abdulhamid II; it was the 

center of Hamidian policy). 

 The European great powers and their protected Ottoman Christian minorities 

levelled campaigns; they founded schools and consulates. From these schools and 

consulates, nationalistic ideas emerged within Ottoman provinces, particularly 

Ottoman Balkan provinces. Schools and consulates were also structures of 

information between the European great powers and their protected Christian 

minorities. In fact, the intervention of each European great power could worsen any 

religious, political and cultural unrest in the Ottoman Empire. 

Each minority imposed its culture to other minorities. For instance, Bulgaria imposed 

its culture on Greeks. Each power used its protected minorities against other powers. 

Accordingly, the European great powers directly or indirectly contributed to break 
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out and worsen religious, political and cultural agitations in Ottoman provinces, 

particularly in Ottoman Balkan provinces. 

 The achievement of religious, political and cultural projects of the European 

great powers in the Ottoman Empire consisted of: 

-Promoting religious practices of their protected Ottoman Christian minorities, 

-Promoting each culture of the aforementioned minorities, 

-Establishing and reinforcing nationalistic ideas among the same minorities, 

-Briefly, the European great powers wanted to replace the Ottoman culture by the 

Christian culture, which they called “civilization.” 

 Administrative relationship between Abdulhamid II and non-Muslim schools 

became sour. Then the sultan gradually lost his control on these schools and the 

presence of Europeans gradually became perceptive in Ottoman domestic affairs: the 

Patriarchate of Constantinople got great civil, religious and political powers while 

Bulgarian church became as important as the Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

European ideas, according to which, the Ottoman Empire was sick, basic 

elements of this religious, cultural and political conquest. For great European 

powers, some reasons of this sickness of the Ottoman Empire were the absence of 

parliaments in Ottoman governance and the need or the absence of European 

representatives in Ottoman domestic affairs, etc. However, Nicolas Nicolaides was 

thinking that these reasons were not valid to consider the Ottoman Empire sick under 

the reign of Abdulhamid II; Nicolas Nicolaides pointed out that European 

parliaments did not prevent European governances from the same kind of 

administrative difficulties from which, the Ottoman Empire was suffering, especially 

under Abdulhamid II. In this sense, according to Nicolas Nicolaides, the Sublime 

Porte was sick from its officials (governors, secretaries, princes, etc.), its Ottoman 

Greeks (who had separatist ideas), its Ottoman Balkans (which wanted to expand 

their territories, etc.). The same Porte also was sick from its artists and intellectuals, 

who brought European ideas of progress in Ottoman domestic affairs (the opposition 

of Young Turks to Hamidian rule was an indicator). These ideas contributed to 

separate Ottoman officials and make them unable to follow Hamidian decrees. 
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Nicolas Nicolaides considered that it was a matter of gathering these separatist 

groups in a same group, which regularly obeyed the imperial decrees of Abdulhamid 

II. 

For Nicolas Nicolaides, if those groups had regularly supported Hamidian process of 

reforms, these reforms would be very efficient. 

 Firstly, Abdulhamid II was sending some Ottoman intellectuals to various 

European countries so as to attend scientific international conferences. This could 

provide new orientation with his regime. In fact, the teaching of Islamic moral to the 

new graduated students from various schools, at a given period, played a significant 

role in the re-establishment of Ottoman morale. 

 Secondly, Abdulhamid II enacted necessary measures when he felt the 

existence of a danger in his domestic affairs. For instance, in 1906, he took some 

measures concerning the construction of a non-Muslim school or a foreign school on 

Ottoman territory. He transferred, if need be, his officials from one office to another; 

this could balance foreign influence on those officials. Furthermore, by enacting four 

main decisions, Abdulhamid II settled riots due to berats. In 1904, Abdulhamid II 

signed a treaty with Bulgaria in order to settle Bulgarian riots. 

Those measures were not efficient to curtail foreign influence on Hamidian domestic 

affairs; there was need of initiating great reforms. 

 Abdulhamid II reorganized Ottoman judiciary system. He established 

commissions and nominated chiefs of directors. They played a key role in Hamidian 

domestic affairs. That judiciary change was the factor of economic stability in the 

domestic affairs of the Ottoman Empire. Besides, in 1906, the sultan enacted 

regulations regarding Ottoman commerce, minerals and forests. These regulations 

contributed to support relationship between Ottoman provinces. 

The foundation of agricultural and commercial structures helped Ottoman farmers to 

be free of European bankers’ usury; the development of export of Ottoman goods, 

the reduction of Ottoman import of foreign goods and the safeguard of Ottoman 

antique objects contributed to curtail European mercantile effects on Ottoman 

economy. 
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 With respect to finances, Abdulhamid II opened negotiations with his 

creditors. He reorganized Ottoman tax payment. In fact, he enacted the decree of 

Mouharem, which mainly consisted of improving the behaviors of Ottoman financial 

officials. Ottoman imperial bank and Ottoman public debt were developed, thereof. 

With respect to education, Ottoman educational reforms were very similar to 

the European educational principles. This stemmed from the fact that Abdulhamid II 

was following the international scientific development through conferences, which 

gathered various specialists. As a result, the Ottoman Empire greatly was open to 

great European powers and foreign languages greatly were present in diverse 

curricula of Ottoman schools. 

Regarding the Ottoman army, Abdulhamid II improved Ottoman fleet; he 

reorganized Ottoman police and gendarmery. It is beyond dispute that Ottoman 

police, gendarmerie; military body helped Abdulhamid II to maintain a quiet stability 

within the Ottoman Empire. Nonetheless, Ottoman army did not allow the Sublime 

Porte to regain its previous military advantages. 

The aforementioned reforms of Abdulhamid II contributed to the survival of 

the Ottoman Empire. In this sense, new regulations enacted in diverse Ottoman 

institutions were justly applied to both Ottoman nationals and European 

representatives in the Ottoman domestic affairs. Ottoman Christians gradually 

became present, in diverse Ottoman domestic affairs, in the same proportion of 

Ottoman Muslims. 

Besides, according to Nicolas Nicolaides, Abdulhamid II mainly contributed 

to the survival of the Ottoman Empire through four things: 

-The quality of his personality, 

-His ability to gathering Ottoman subjects, 

-His kindness towards poor people inside and outside of the Ottoman Empire, 

-His religious tolerance, 

 l’Orient journal was important to follow the regime of Abdulhamid II, the 

relationship between Abdulhamid II and his provinces, the point of view of great 
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European powers about Ottoman domestic affairs, and the difference between these 

domestic affairs and European governances. Furthermore, l’Orient contributed to 

establishing Turkish modern nationalism. L’Orient was also an answer of European 

criticism of Hamidian rule. 

However, because of Hamidian contribution to l’Orient, witnesses provided by this 

journal regarding Hamidian regime somehow contained exaggerations. From the 

Hamidian autocracy could workers of l’Orient escape. Contrary to some authors, 

these writers did not consider Abdulhamid II “Terrible Turk” or “Red Sultan”. 

Certainly, the real contribution to the survival of the Ottoman Empire was the 

promotion of the caliphate that Abdulhamid II initiated. However, when Abdulhamid 

II was promoting Ottoman caliphate, Ottoman provinces were rejecting his imperial 

decrees. This was contrary to the ideas of caliphate. 

Let’s pointing out that clauses of the treaties of Stefano and Berlin (1878) reduced 

effects of Hamidian imperial decrees on Ottoman central and provincial affairs; 

therefore the same clauses replaced Ottoman imperial decrees in Ottoman domestic 

affairs’ management. 

Finally, because of his autocracy a searcher could wonder if Abdulhamid II wanted 

to maintain himself as long as possible on Ottoman throne or redo perfectly the 

Ottoman Empire with its real previous values. After his deposition in 1909, Ottoman 

Empire gradually finished.  
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Appendix-1 Program of L’Orient 

 

L’Orient defines its program of protecting the interests of Ottoman Empire in 1902, 

source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi:/12148/cb32830005c/, 

accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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 The 29
th

 Ottoman national feast celebrated by L’Orient in 1905 for the anniversary of Abdulhamid 

II’s enthronement, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, 

accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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Ibid.p.108 



 

 

 110   

 

 Movements of people in different landmarks of Istanbul during the anniversary of the enthronement of 

Abdulhamid II in 1905, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, 

accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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Dance of children during the anniversary of Abdulhamid II’s enthronement (1905), source: 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 

6, 2013 
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         The invitees in the imperial theatre in 1905 celebrated the anniversary of imperial 

enthronement, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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                            L’Orient describes the reception of guests in Hamidian imperial 

palace, in 1905, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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     A special document prepared by L’Orient in 1899 for celebrating the 

birthday of Abdulhamid II, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de 

France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013.                                      
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 The reception of guests in Hamidian Palace and some brief news about 

Ottoman finances and railways, in 1902, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque 

nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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 L’Orient with the slogan “LaTurquie aux Turcs” encourages Ottomans to support 

Hamidian regime in 1902, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, 

doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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                   Ibid. p.119 
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                  L’Orient narrates the reception of imperial guests and the displacement of 

princes in 1902, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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          The 14
th
 feast of Ottoman national feasts, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque 

nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 



 

 

 124   

 

  N. Nicolaides explains the aims of the journal L’Orient in this opened letter, 

in 1902, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 



 

 

 125   

 

              Ibid. p.124 
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  L’Orient informs its readers about the interruption of publication in 1909, source: 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed 

on June 6, 2013. 
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Appendix-2 L’Orient and Advertisements 

    Some institutions for which L’Orient was producing advertisements in1906, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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   Some institutions for which, L’Orient was producing advertisements in 1908, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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   Some institutions for which L’Orient produced advertisements (1902), 

source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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Some institutions for which L’Orient produced advertisements (1907), source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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Appendix-3 Nicolas Nicolaides, Abdulhamid II and European Great 

Powers 

    
N. Nicolaides congratulated Abdulhamid II in1905 for his imperial efforts of 

re-establishing Ottoman Empire, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale 

de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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   N. Nicolaides depicted the evolution of reforms initiated by Abdulhamid II in various 

Ottoman institutions by the 29
th

 year of Abdulhamid II’s reign, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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    Pictures illustrating Hamidian reforms according to N. Nicolaides in 1905 

Bruxelles.-imprimerie Th. Dewaricht, 52. Rue de la Montagne, source: 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, 

accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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   N. Nicolaides depicted the evolution of reforms initiated by Abdulhamid II in various 

Ottoman institutions by the 29
th

 year of Abdulhamid II’s reign, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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Brief pieces of information produced by L’Orient about Ottoman telegraphs and 

railways, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013 
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Nicolaides depicts some attitudes of European Great Powers, in 1905, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013   
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   The decline of French protectorate in Orient in 1902, its causes and its 

consequences, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013.  
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         The downfall of French influence in Orient described 1902, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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  The Ottoman and French conflict in 1902, its causes and consequences, 

source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013. 
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   N. Nicolaides depicted the attitude of European Great Powers regarding the 

Ottoman Empire in 1908 as clashes of ambitions and interests, source: 

gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, 

accessed on June 6, 2013.  
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      L’Orient narrated in 1907 some kind works accomplished by Abdulhamid 

II and great ambitions expressed by Bulgarians, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: /12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on 

June 6, 2013. 
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          L’Orient described some imperial efforts of reforms of Abdulhamid II, in 

1906, source: gallica.bnf.fr/ Bibliotheque nationale de France, doi: 

/12148/cb32830005c/, accessed on June 6, 2013 
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