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Bu tez, Hint Okyanusunda hakimiyet kurabilmek i¢in Cin ve Hindistan arasinda yasanan
rekabeti incelemeyi amac¢lamaktadir. Hem Cin hem de Hindistan, Hint Okyanusu’nda ekonomik,
politik ve askeri acidan hakim gii¢ olmak i¢in biiyiik bir rekabet icerisindedirler. Diinyanin en
kalabalik iki iilkesi olan Cin ve Hindistan arasindaki giic miicadelesi 6zellikle Soguk Savas sonrasi
donemde artis gostermistir. Birbiri ardina gerceklestirdikleri ekonomik reformlarla, her iki iilke
Asya’nin en biiyiik iki giicii konumuna gelmislerdir. Ekonomilerinde de bu reformlara bagh olarak
hizh bir yiikselis goriilmiistiir. Fakat bu hizlh yiikselis beraberinde asir1 bir enerji tiiketimini
getirmistir. Enerji gereksinimlerini karsilamak icin kullandiklar1 deniz ticaret yolunun giivenligini
saglamak her iki iilkenin en dncelikli amaclar1 olmustur. Bu baglamda Cin kendi enerji giivenligini
saglayabilmek icin deniz ticaret yolu iizerinde “inci Dizisi” stratejisi adinda bir denetim
mekanizmasi1 olusturmustur. Bu denetim mekanizmasiyla Cin bolge iilkelerinde birtakim
girisimlerde bulunmaktadir. Fakat bu girisimler, Hindistan tarafindan kendi ulusal ¢ikarlarina karsi
bir tehdit olarak algilanmaktadir. Ciinkii yilhk petrol ihtiyacimin yaklasik % 70’ini Hint Okyanusu
iizerinden gerceklestiren Hindistan icin Hint Okyanusu’nun onemi olduk¢a fazladir. Ayrica,
bolgesinde cografi ve stratejik acidan bircok avantaja sahip olan Hindistan, ekonomik yiikselisini
siirdiirme ve Hint Okyanusu’nda egemen giic olma arzusundadir. Hindistan, komsulariyla siki
iligkilerde bulunan Cin’in artan etkisinden fazlasiyla rahatsizhk duymaktadir. Bu yiizden,
bolgesindeki Cin etkisini kirmak i¢in dahili, harici ve ekonomik bir dengeleme politikasi izlemeye
baslamistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cin, Hindistan, inci Dizisi Stratejisi, Dengeleme Politikasi, Deniz Ticaret Yolu,
Enerji Giivenligi, Dahili Dengeleme, Harici Dengeleme, Ekonomik Dengeleme.
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The purpose of this thesis is to examine Sino-Indian rivalry for regional dominance in the
Indian Ocean. Both India and China are in competition to become a regional hegemon in the Indian
Ocean in economic, military, and political terms. The power struggle between China and India has
increased especially in the post-Cold War era. Both countries became the major powers of Asia
thanks to their economic reforms. Both countries owe their power to a large extent, to their rapidly
growing economy. But this rapid growth led these two giants to consume extremely high energy.
Accordingly, the continuity of the energy supply and the safety of the maritime trade route have
become the primary purpose of both countries. In this regard, China has established an inspection
mechanism called as the "String of Pearls” strategy on the maritime trade route to ensure its energy
security. However, these initiatives have been perceived by India as a threat to its national interests.
Since nearly seventy percent of its annual oil need is transported via the Indian Ocean, it is crucial for
India. Having many geographical and strategic advantages in the region, India wants to maintain its
economic growth and become a dominant power in the 10. India is quite uneasy with the growing
influence of China that has established close economic and military relations with its neighbors. In
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

India and China are the two largest developing countries in the world;
together they represent 2/5 of the world’s population.’ Both nations are the biggest
members of BRICS and SAARC, which have been seen as the representatives of the
developing countries of Asia and Africa. Between 1978 and 1991, China and India
began to liberalize their economies respectively. Industrialization and urbanization
have grown considerably and their economies have grown accordingly.? This
transformation has increased the geo-political weight and influence of the two Asian
giants in the world. However, this economic growth has created enormous energy
consumption for both countries. Due to the lack of their own natural resources to
sustain their economic growth, foreign energy demand of both countries has
accordingly increased. In order to maintain their growth, they have tried to find the
easiest and safest ways to access to energy resources. This has greatly increased the
significance of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) for both countries.

The IOR has many advantages and disadvantages. This region contains
twenty-five percent of the world’s land, forty percent of oil and gas reserves and one-
third of the global population.? It hosts one of the world’s busiest and most important
shipping lanes,* which supply East Asia with the bulk of crude oil in the Middle East.
It also hosts some of the world’s most critical chokepoints such as the Strait of
Malacca, the Strait of Hormuz, and the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb. More than eighty
percent of world oil trade and strategic raw material reserves pass through these

chokepoints.> The region with such intense trade volume and rich resources are

! United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015). World
Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision, Key Findings and Advance Tables. Working Paper No.
ESA/P/WP.241, https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/publications/files/key_findings_wpp_2015.pdf,
Accessed on: 11.11.2016.

2 Chen Zeng, X. Deng, J. Dong and P. Hu, “Urbanization and Sustainability: Comparison of the
Processes in “BIC” Countries”, Sustainability, 8(4), (2016): 400.

% Wade Shepard, “Bangladesh's Deep Sea Port Problem”, (2016), http://thediplomat.com/2016/06/
bangla deshs-deep-sea-port-problem/, Accessed on: 12.11.2016.

* http://www.navy.gov.au/. Accessed on: 12.11.2016.

%Jean-Paul Rodrigue, The geography of transport systems,(Fourth Edition). New York: Routledge,
2017.


https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/publications/files/key_findings_wpp_2015.pdf
http://thediplomat.com/2016/06/%20bangla%20deshs-deep-sea-port-problem/
http://thediplomat.com/2016/06/%20bangla%20deshs-deep-sea-port-problem/
http://www.navy.gov.au/

essential for not only India and China but also for other regional and global powers

alike.

Beside all these unique advantages, seventy percent of world’s disasters and
about half of the world’s armed conflicts occur in this region.® The increasing threat
of piracy around the Horn of Africa, global terrorism and illegal militant groups are
the main security threats for the IOR. The interests of China in the IOR are closely
linked to ‘economy’. As China keeps growing, its demand for energy increases
accordingly. More than seventy percent of petroleum that China imports from the
Middle East and Africa are conveyed by sea.’” This makes China subject to
international sea-lanes, the Strait of Malacca, and other narrow choke points. China
has been seeking ways to secure lines and reduce its dependence on a limited number

of energy suppliers.

China desires to be a dominant power in the IOR to protect its energy
transporting lanes and contain whoever threatens its energy trade. Nevertheless,
when compared to other major powers such as the United States, Japan, and India,
which dominate the Indian Ocean (10), China’s warship capacity in the IOR seems
inadequate. This is one of the primary causes of concern for China. In addition, many
Chinese strategists claim that the USA imposed a containment policy against China

in the region.

To cope with all these problems, China has enhanced its naval power in the
IO and established strong economic and military relations with the countries in the
region such as Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan, by building port
facilities, rail link, pipeline and a sigint base etc. US analysts called this geopolitical
strategy of China as the ‘String of Pearls’® crucial to meet its energy requirements.
Each pearl on this string, extending from the Hainan Islands to Gwadar, is a part of
an interlocking control mechanism of China. With this control mechanism, China

® Anthony H. Cordesman and Abdullah Toukan, The IOR: a strategic net assessment, Rowman &
Littlefield, 2014.

" Yogesh Joshi and Harsh V. Pant, “Indo-Japanese Strategic Partnership and Power Transition in
Asia”, India Reviev, 14(3), (2015), 312-329.

8 The “String of Pearls” describes the manifestation of China’s rising geopolitical influence through
efforts to increase access to ports and airfields, develop special diplomatic relationshipsand modernize
military forces that extend from the SCS through the Strait of Malacca, across the Indian Oceanand on
to the Arabian Gulf.



aims to both boost its geopolitical influence and maintain its military presence in the
region. However, China’s politico-diplomatic engagements with the 10 littorals and
its naval activities in the region have raised doubts among other regional powers,
particularly India.” Moreover, the establishment of a nuclear partnership between
China and Pakistan resulted in further concern for India about Chinese intentions.
Despite Indian concerns, there has been a growing commercial and economic
interaction between India and China. Beside their participation in regional and
international organizations such as ACD and BCIM, bilateral Sino-Indian

relationship seems to be a complex mix of cooperation and competition.

In the post-Cold War era, China and India are scrambling for establishing
superiority over one another, particularly over the waters between the IOR and the
SCS.™ Chinese President Xi Jinping congratulated Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the signing of a memorandum of understanding to join SCO at the Tashkent
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit on June 23, 2016 and said that
the bilateral relations between two countries would increase rapidly in this
framework.™* However after a while , the entry of India’s to the NSG was hindered
by China and other NSG members due to Indian failure to sign the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, which increased tension between two countries.*? This complex
relationship with China leads India to struggle to establish a dominant status in South
Asia.

In order to increase its influence in the region, India has pursued an active
diplomacy to establish security and economic cooperation with the US and Japan
under the premiership of Modi.®® India views any Chinese attempt to strengthen
relations with its neighbors as a threat to its objective of becoming a regional

leader.* The geographical proximity, short lines of communication to its own bases

9 Gurpreet S. Khurana, “China as an Indian Ocean power: trends and implication”, Maritime Affairs:
Journal of the National Maritime Foundation of India, 12.1, (2016): 13-24.

10 Ibid.

11 Yongjin Zhang, “Dynamism and contention: understanding Chinese foreign policy under Xi
Jinping”, International Affairs, 92:4, (2016): pp. 769—72.

12 Xiaoyu Pu, “Ambivalent accommodation: status signalling of a rising India and China’s response”,
International Affairs, 93: 1, (2017): 147-163.

13 m
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and resources enable India to control choke points and reject the rival’s access to key
ports. In this respect, India defines itself as the natural leader of the IOR, and
considers Chinese initiatives as illegitimate and its close relations with Indian

neighbors are alarming.

As a consequence, India decided to take some preemptive actions to protect
its national interests and established a balance of power in the region against China.
In defiance of Indian rapid rise, the power gap between the two countries is still
rather large.'® That is because; China is a stronger and deep-rooted country with its
material capabilities and prominent positions in major international organizations. It
seems unlikely for India to cover the gap between China within its capabilities. On
account of that, it employs internal, external and economic balancing strategies to
balance the influence of China within IOR.

% India has raised its defense

As a part of internal balancing strategy,
spending, initiated a military modernization program and developed a new maritime
strategy. It has geared up military capabilities by building a nuclear capability,
aircraft carriers, new fighter aircrafts, and new warships to be a deterrent force

against China’s advancing naval power in the 10.

In external balancing strategy,'” India has developed defense cooperation in
cooperation with the USA, Japan, and Israel. It tries to improve defense capabilities,
by building and installing marine infrastructures such like port development through
Sagarmala Project.'® Moreover, India tries to revive its ancient maritime routes and a

cultural linkage with other regional countries by means of Mausam Project.”® India

5 Ppeter V. Raven, Xiaoging Huangand Ben B. Kim, “E-business in developing countries: a
comparison of China and India”, International Journal of E-Business Research, 3.1 (2008).

'8 Internal balancing means the development of one's own economic or military power.

7 External balancing means the forming or strengthening existing alliances or weakening those of an
opponent.

¥ The key objective of Sagarmala project develop port infrastructure in India that results in quick,
efficient and cost-effective transport to and from ports. It also includes establishment of rail / road
linkages with the port terminals, thus providing last mile connectivity to ports; development of
linkages with new regions, enhanced multi-modal connectivity including rail, inland water, coastal
and road services.

19 Project ‘Mausam’ is a Ministry of Culture project with Archaeological Society of India (ASI). This
project aims to explore the multi-faceted Indian Ocean ‘world’ — collating archaeological and
historical research in order to document the diversity of cultural, commercial and religious interactions



also negotiates a deal with Mauritius for leasing of Agalega islands, setting up a
Naval listening post in northern Madagascar and possessing small posts in

Mozambique and Comoros.

As a part of economic balancing strategy, India aims to ensure naval stability
and reduce maritime tensions among regional countries via the IORA.*° The
government of India is also struggling to gain support from the islands in the 10, as
experienced inthe recent visits paid to Seychelles and Sri Lanka. It establishes
tripartite dialogues with the 10 countries such as Maldives and Sri Lanka.
Furthermore, it endeavors to undermine the Chinese economic influence above its
neighbors through economic organizations such as ASEAN, SAARC, and
BIMSTEC.

1.1. The Subject and Problem of the Research

The IOR and SLOCs are the most critical factors for India’s energy trade and
their closure or denial would impact its energy security adversely. China’s rising
influence in the IOR has been perceived by India as a threat to its national security.
Therefore, India tries to balance Chinese influence in the IOR. The main objectives
of this thesis are to investigate the impact of Chinese influence in the I0R and to
identify Indian balancing policy against Chinese influence in the IOR.

1.2. Purpose of the Research

This study will answer these questions:

1. Why is the 10 strategically important for both China and India?
2. What are Chinese intitiatives to increase its influence in the IOR?

3. What are the strategic interests of India in the IOR.

in the Indian Ocean — extending from East Africa, the Arabian Peninsula, the Indian subcontinent and
Sri Lanka to the Southeast Asian archipelago.

% The IORA is an international organisation consisting of coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean,
including Australia, The People's Republic of Bangladesh, Union of the Comoros, The Republic of
India, The Republic of Indonesia, The Islamic Republic of Iran, The Republic of Kenya, The Republic
of Madagascar, Malaysia, The Republic of Mauritius, The Republic of Mozambique, The Sultanate of
Oman, The Republic of Seychelles, The Republic of Singapore, Federal Republic of Somalia, The
Republic of South Africa, The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, The United Republic of
Tanzania, The Kingdom of Thailand, The United Arab Emirates, The Republic of Yemen The IORA
is a regional forum, tripartite in nature, bringing together representatives of Government, Business and
Academia, for promoting co-operation and closer interaction among them.



4. What are India’s counter-strategies to balance Chinese influence in the
IOR?

1.3. Organization of the Thesis
This thesis is consisted of an introduction, four main chapters and a

conclusion.
Chapter 1 gives an outline of the thesis. It lists the contents of other chapters.

Chapter 2 examines the geostrategic significance of the 10 for both India and
China. In particular, it provides information about the IOR and explains the critical

points of the region.

Chapter 3 studies Chinese influence in the 10 in the post-Cold War era. It
examines Chinese initiatives in the 10 through the “String of Pearls” strategy to
ensure open and secure trade routes. It gives detailed information about the China’s
infrastructure facilities in the region to access to alternative energy sources.
Following that, it focuses on economic and military relations between China and the

countries in the IOR.

Chapter 4 explores India’s strategic interests in the 10. First, this chapter
begins with India’s dependence on imported oil and gas trade to sustain its economic
growth. Then, it examines Indian measures to ensure its energy security. Next, it
explores Indian efforts to cope with contemporary regional security challenges.
Finally, the chapter ends with the examination of Indian active policies to protect its

strategic interests.

Chapter 5 analyses the Indian balancing strategy aiming to contain Chinese
influence in the IOR. It looks at the India’s efforts to reduce the military gap with
China through ‘internal balancing’ strategy (naval buildup, military modernization).
It studies India’s ‘external balancing’ strategy (with the USA and Japan) to counter
China. Finally it examines Indian ‘economic balancing’ strategy (with economic
organizations such as ASEAN, SAARC, BIMSTEC) to undermine Chinese

economic clout above its neighbors.



Finally, the thesis ends with a concluding chapter, which provides a summary
of the main findings of the thesis and compares current situation between the two

Asian giants and mentions about possible future problems.



CHAPTER 2

GEOSTRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INDIAN OCEAN

The 10 has been attracting a great deal of attention as an important waterway
in East-West trade for centuries. Asian seafarers have used this ocean to trade their
goods since the Roman Empire period. With the industrial revolution of the 19th
century, just like the other oceans around the world, growing energy needs of the 10
have doubled. Extending 10.000 km from the southern tip of Africa to Australia and
covering 68.56 million square kilometers, the 10 is the third largest ocean, after
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.? Its geographical position and waterways provide the
shortest and economical lines for accessing to the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
Roughly 100,000 ships pass through the 10 each year and carry one-third of the
world’s total cargoes, half of the containers and two-thirds of the oil. Such features
increased vitality of the 10 for regional states. For instance, the 10 is used intensively
by India and China, the world’s fastest growing two countries, when compared to

other states in the region.

The 10 is strategically important for China, for ensuring the future security of
its energy supply and trade routes. The more China is integrated with the global
economy, the more its dependence on the 10 increases. The 10 and the SCS play
important roles as the world’s key energy and bulk Cargo transit passage routes and
also as the littoral states. These waters themselves are rich in crucial hydrocarbon
resources as well.?? Today, China is heavily dependent on the waterways in the 10,
due to transporting eighty-seven percent of its hydrocarbon energy via these ways.?®
It is clear that China’s national security depends on the safety and protection of these
sea lanes to maintain its economic development and growing power. China has
mainly focused on maintaining its regional existence, naval power and become more

assertive in the IOR for two decades.

2! Shishir Upadhyaya, “Maritime security cooperation in the IOR: The role of the Indian Navy”,
Australian Journal of Maritime & Ocean Affairs, 6:4, (2014), 173-190.

?2 Sidra Tariq, “India and china in the Indian Ocean: A complex interplay of geopolitics”, Spotlight—
Institute of Regional Studies, (2014): 1-41.

23 |bid,



In many respects, the 10 is very important for India, too such as an economic,
political, and regional interest. India is on all the transit passage routes in the 10 and
cuts this ocean exactly like an extending pendulum.* In order to increase its
economic strength and secure its national security and geopolitical aspirations, India
urgently needs Middle East oil, natural gas, and raw materials transported through
the 10. Therefore, India aims to take the control of the 10 trade.

2.1. Indian Ocean Region (IOR)

With its unique features and strategic location, the IOR having many
advantages and disadvantages is one of the most important regions of the world. The
IOR covers 68.5 million square kilometers area, which equals to fourteen point four
percent of world’s surface.”® The Andaman Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal
the Gulf of Aden and the Laccadive Sea are sub-seas of the 10. The Gulf of Aden
and the Great Australian Bight are extending as a part of the 10. The size and
strategic location of the IOR, which is a connection point with Africa, Asia, and
Oceania plays a strategic and vital role for international maritime traffic and energy
trade. The IOR is an important trade and energy center. Every year nearly 100.000
ships transporting sixty-one percent of the total global container load and seventy
percent of the petroleum products cross the 10.%

The coastal states around the IOR are rich in oil and natural gas reserves. The
IOR has more than sixty-six percent of the world’s oil and thirty-five percent of
natural gas reserves as well.?” These coastal states are South Asian Littorals, West
Asian Littorals, East African Littorals, Southeast Asia and Australian Littorals.?

e South Asian Littorals: Seychelles, India, Bangladesh, Maldives, Sri Lanka
and Pakistan;

* 1bid.
% Niclas D. Weimar, “Sino-Indian power preponderance in maritime Asia: a (re-) source of conflict in
E?e Indian Ocean and SCS”, Global Change, Peace & Security, 25(1), 2013): 5-26.

Ibid.
2" Bob Dudley, “BP Statistical Review ofWorld Energy June 2016”. Bp.com/statisticalreview, https:/
www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/pdf/energy-economics/statistical-review-2016/bp-statistical-review-of
world -energy-2016-full-report.pdf, Accessed on: 01.11.2016.
%8 Upadhyaya, op.cit., “Maritime security cooperation in the IOR”, p. 173-190.
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e West Asian Littorals: Iran, Bahrain, Yemen, Irag, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar,
UAE and Kuwait;

e East African Littorals: Comoros, Egypt, Djibouti, Eritrea, La Reunion
Island®®, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Tanzania, South
Africa, Sudan and Somalia;

e Southeast Asia and Australian Littorals: Australia, Malaysia, Indonesia,

Myanmar, Thailand, Singapore and Timor Leste.*

Besides advantages above-mentioned, the IOR has also some disadvantages.
In addition to the fastest growing human population, some parts of the region are
facing a number of problems such as impoverishment, political instability, natural
disasters, food and water insecurity, piracy deficits and extremist ideologies and
environmental degradation. Moreover, 11 unstable countries! of the world are in this
region.*? With the weak governance, high population growth rates, political and
economic instability, the IOR states are located in the most unstable and complicated

region.®

The IOR is also at the center debates on the future of the Asian regional
security. Some political tension, border disputes between the states around the region
has increased the IOR’s strategic importance. Some of these border disputes are
territorial claims on Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh between India and China,
unresolved Jammu and Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan, controversial
maritime boundaries between India and Bangladesh, Indonesia and East Timor and
competing sovereignty claims over the Tromelin Island.** These tensions and
conflicts resulted in increasing security concerns and arms race, such as the Sino-
Indian arms race. Both India and China are enlarging and fortifying their naval

forces.

2% La Reunion Island is an overseas territory of France.
30 H
Ibid.
31 Unstable countries of the region are Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, Afghanistan, Irag, Pakistan, Eritrea,
Kenya, Burma/Myanmar, Nepal and Timor Leste.
%2 Krishnappa Venkatshamy, “The IOR in India's strategic futures: looking out to 2030”, Journal of
the IOR, 9(1), (2013): 17-41.
33 H
Ibid.
* Ibid.
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All these developments and important features of the region make the
stability in the region indispensable for countries in this region. Furthermore, the
prominence of the strategic choke points previously mentioned become more
apparent. More than eighty percent of oil and liquid natural gas is transported over
the 10 through these choke points.*®> They connect the IOR with the Persian Gulf, the
Red Sea and the SCS.

2.2. Critical Choke Points in the Indian Ocean

The 10 has narrow choke points used for transportation energy that makes it
difficult to take the shipping under control. (Figure 1) These narrow gateways that
make the region strategically one of the most significant in the world are vital for
regional states to be able to sustain their own existence. The primary choke points in
the IOR are Strait of Hormuz, Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb, and Strait of Malacca.

The Strait of Hormuz is the main oil distribution choke point of the world. 17
million barrels of oil that accounts for thirty percent of all maritime oil are
transported daily through the Strait of Hormuz in 2013.%° The Strait of Bab-el-
Mandeb is a valuable strategic waterway linking the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and
the 10. In 2013, about 3.8 million barrels of crude oil were transported each day
through this waterway.*” The Strait of Malaccais the essential maritime trade
route that connects the 10 to the SCS and the Pacific Ocean. Almost 15.2 million
barrels of crude oil coming from the Middle East going towards Indonesia, China,

and Japan pass through the Strait of Malacca daily.®

Connects the Middle East with Africa and the SCS, the 10 is very important
for China’s interests. Hu Jintao, former president of China, stated that these straits
should have been clear and safe, especially the Strait of Malacca was very important
for China and possible obstruction of the Strait of Malacca would be too costly for

China.* China is taking a number of military measures to protect its interests. This

% hid.

% «World Outlook Energy 20157, International Energy Agency, https://www.iea.org /Textbase
/npsum /WEQO2015SUM.pdf, Accessed on: 09.09.2016.

37 m

38 m

% Marc Lanteigne, "China's maritime security and the “Malacca Dilemma”, Asian Security, 4.2,
(2008): 143-161.
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means that China will not leave the security of the trade route in the hands of other
powers. Compared to the US, Japanese and Indian maritime power in the region,
Chinese naval power does not seem that strong. But, it has strong connections with
51 coastal states of the IOR and uses these three important transit passage points to
take advantage of it.

Waterways are economically, politically, and militarily very important for
India. Since almost ninety percent of world trade is carried out through maritime
trade, it is highly probable that unexpected incidents may occur in these busy trade
routes. Thus, India has begun to pursue a more active policy to become a dominant
power in the region to ensure the survival of its growing economy. These choke
points are playing very significant role in India’s economic policies. Moreover, in
many respects, each of these choke points on the maritime trade route is important
for ensuring the stability of the region. Due to their strategic location, there is a great
contention between countries such as China, India, the USA, and Japan.

2.2.1. Strait of Hormuz

The Strait of Hormuz has been a strategic focus in world affairs for thousands
of years. Approximately twenty percent of the world’s oil and about forty percent of
the Middle East’s oil pass through this strait.*® A large portion of the world crude oil
imports are made through oil pipelines located within this strait. (Table-1) Iran had
attracted global attention, when it threatened that it would close the Strait of Hormuz
for the fear of sanctions imposed on lIranian oil. Due its strategic importance, the
USA has deployed a fleet in the Persian Gulf to ensure the safety of the passage
through the Strait of Hormuz. Because interference or a threat with the free flow of
oil through the Strait of Hormuz could be likely to harm not only US interests, but
also the interests of the entire world. Thus, in response to the threat of Iran, Chinese
premier Wen Jiabao has asked Iran not to show such an overreaction and not allow
an unexpected situation to occur.** Because approximately one-third of China’s oil

imports has transported via the Strait of Hormuz.

“0 http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=7830, Accessed on: 09.09.2016.
* Jagannath P. Panda, “China’s Tryst with the IORA: Factoring India and the Indian
Ocean”, Strategic Analysis, 38(5), (2014): 668-687.



Table 1: Crude Oil Pipelines that Bypass the Strait of Hormuz
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Kirkuk-Ceyhan (Irag-Turkey) Petroline (East-West Abu Dhabi Crude Oil

Fipeline Fipeline Fipeline) Fipeline Total
Owner Iraq Saudi Arabia United Arab Emirates
2011 {average)

Capacity 04 3.0 0.0 34

Throughput 04 20 0.0 24

Unused Capacity® 0.0 1.0 0.0 1.0
2012 (mid-year)®

Capacity 04 438 1.5 6.7

Throughput* 0.4 20 0.0 24

Unused Capacity 0.0 238 15 43

Source: US Energy Information Administration.

Since India is importing a large proportion of crude oil from Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Iraq, the UAE, and Kuwait, the Strait of Hormuz is vitally important for India.
India, the world’s fourth-largest oil consumer, purchases approximately twelve
percent of oil that it needs from Iran alone.* It is clear that the Strait of Hormuz is

vitally important for the countries of the region, especially India and China.

2.2.2. Bab-el-Mandeb

The Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb is one of the world’s most crucial oil transit
passage chokepoints. Apart from connecting the Red Sea with the 10, most of global
energy is transported to Asia through this gateway. About thirty percent of the
world’s oil and natural gas is transported from the Persian Gulf to the west through
this strait daily.*®* This strait has both advantages and disadvantages. It enables all
cargo ships a shortcut from Western Europe to the 10. Many countries use this strait
rather than going around Africa. Pirates, rough water and navigation are the
disadvantages of this strait. For this reason, ensuring the safety of the strait is
important for the continuity of global oil trade.

Beijing is heavily dependent upon the oil transported from the south of Sudan

on the Red Sea. It aims to diversify its energy resources to provide its needs. The

# «A shut Strait of Hormuz will hit India's oil supply as Iran threatens to close transit route”,
http://www. dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-2091306/Strait-Hormuz-Irans-threat-close-
transit-route-hit-Indias-oil-supply.html#ixzz4XcP7yzML, Accessed on: 09.10.2016.

* http://www.oil-marketing.com/Backup-27-10/index.php/news/188-major-oil-transit-chokepoints-
an-eia-overview. Accessed on: 04.01.2017.


http://www/
http://www.oil-marketing.com/Backup-27-10/index.php/news/188-major-oil-transit-chokepoints-an-eia-overview
http://www.oil-marketing.com/Backup-27-10/index.php/news/188-major-oil-transit-chokepoints-an-eia-overview
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presence of untouched oil resources in Yemen attracts many great powers, especially
China.** To gain an access to resources, Beijing increases its initiatives in the region.
In this context, China proposed to establish a military base in Djibouti, which was
welcomed by Djibouti government. China proposal of establishing a naval base in
Djibouti, which is still under construction, was welcomed by Djibouti government.
Djibouti's foreign minister Mahmoud Ali Youssouf said that the primary objective of
China was to use the naval base to protect its national interest — monitoring its
merchant vessels passing the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait and for naval refueling and

restocking.*

For India, this gateway is quite precious, too. Since India’s oil demand is
expected to increase three percent a year until 2030,% India is heavily dependent
energy resources in the Gulf region to sustain its economic growth. The Straits of
Bab-el-Mandeb’s security is also indispensable important for India’s trade and
energy security. Hence, India is very keen to involve in a close interaction with the
GCC States. Alongside the economic cooperation, India and the GCC share the
desire for political stability and security in the Persian Gulf and South Asia.*’
Therefore, India and GCC States have cooperated in many areas, such as regular
naval port visits, regular meetings of the Joint Defense Cooperation and training of
military personnel. In addition, IN has carried out a series of naval exercises with a

number of Gulf States in recent years.

Table 2: India and GCC States Defense Cooperation

The security and defense and for annual meetings of Strategic
Dialogue was signed in June 2003. The subsequent meeting of

the Joint Defense Coop.Committee was held in April 2006.
India and the UAE

* Ibid.

*® Katrina Manson, “China military to set up first overseas base in Horn of Africa”, Financial Times,
31 Mar 2016, http://www.cnbc.com/2016/03/31/china-military-to-set-up-first-overseas-base- in-
djibouti.html, Accessed on: 04.03.2017.

* Zahra Abotorabiardestani, “The GCC States and India Relations (The Relations Between GCC
States and India), International Journal of Research in Applied, Natural and Social Sciences, Vol. 3,
Issue 6, (2015): 1-8.
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UAE defense personnel have also been undergone defense

training in India under Self Financing Schemes.

In November 2010, Indian President Pratibha Singh Patil
visited UAE and urged the UAE government to invest in the

Indian infrastructure.

India and Oman

Oman is being offered training cooperation of its officers and

men in Indian military training institutions.

In December 2006, an agreement on Defense Cooperation was
signed between India and Oman.

In November 2008, India and Oman was agreed to step up
defense cooperation by upgrading their participation in naval

exercises.

India and Qatar

A defense agreement was signed with Qatar, which includes
the possibilities of stationing Indian troops in the Arab
country. Both countries have also joined in a maritime security

arrangement, which will be extended to other countries.

In June 2007, both countries had agreed to produce weapons

and equipment.

India and
Saudi Arabia

Following (the former) Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
visit in February 2010. March 2010, he signed the most
significant Riyadh declaration with the Saudi King Abdullah
bin Abdul Aziz.

India and Kuwait

The significant agreements on the field of education, science
and technology and cultural exchange program was signed
during the Vice President Hamid Ansari visit in April 2009.

Source: International Journal of Research in Applied, Natural and Social Sciences

(IMPACT: IJRANSS)
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2.2.3. Strait of Malacca

Another important transit passage point that plays a key role in maritime
transport to the IOR is the Strait of Malacca. It is one of the shortest shipping
channels between the 10 and the Pacific Ocean that serves as a transit passage point
to the SCS.* According to Reuters, the 900-km long (550 miles) Strait of Malacca
(Figure 2) carries about forty percent of the world’s trade and enables more than
50,000 merchant ships to pass thorough every year.* The narrow and congested
waterway is becoming increasingly and strategically important not only for China,
but also for Japan, the USA and other states of the region. Approximately ninety
percent of Japan’s and eighty percent of China’s crude oil is provided from the
Middle East and is indispensably transported via this strait.>® China and Japan, who
want to diversify its energy supply to feed growing economies, attach great
importance to the safety of the strait. The direct security control of the strait is
maintained by Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore. But the naval power of these
countries is not strong enough to control the strait completely. Therefore, Australia,
India, Japan, the USA, and China offered military assistance at various times in to
ensure full safety in the strait.

China, seeking to maintain its economic growth has undertaken the
construction of a number of facilities under the pretext of securing trade routes in the
SCS and the 10. These military and economic initiatives are perceived as the national
security threats by the countries in the region especially India. Therefore, related
regional countries and the USA threaten to block the Strait of Malacca at every
opportunity against Chinese aggressive infiltration into the region. On account of
that, China knows that the Strait of Malacca is very important for itself and in case of
any blockage in this strait it will have great difficulties.

According to Chen Shaofeng, China is facing many concerns in the Strait of

Malacca.” These are threat of piracy and transnational crime, maritime terrorism and

*®Chen Shaofeng, “China’s Self-Extrication from the “Malacca Dilemma” and Implications”,
International Journal of China Studies, 1.1, (2010): 1-24.

* “Malacca Strait is a strategic 'chokepoint™, http:/in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-46652220100304,
Accessed on: 09.09.2016.

50 m

*! Shaofeng, op.cit., “China’s Self-Extrication”, p.7.
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the US active presence in the Asia-Pacific waters.”®> Former Chinese President Hu
Jintao declared that China is facing a ‘Malacca Dilemma’.>® In short, the Malacca
Dilemma® indicates the constraints of China’s dependence on ocean imports. It can

be argued that the Strait of Malacca is the Achilles’ heel of China’s energy security.

When compared to the past, in recent years, although Malaysia, Singapore,
Indonesia and Thailand have taken effective measures such as forming common
naval exercises and increasing patrols to ensure the security of Malacca gateway, it is
not seen that there is full protection against piracy and maritime robbery.>® To
overcome these problems and ensure a safe passage from the Strait of Malacca,
China, Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka, began to argue that countries in the region needed support one another. Thus,
China has established close partnerships with the states of the IOR and pursuing an
active foreign policy such as financing the construction of ports and infrastructure in
various the 10 littoral states. These projects are Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka,
Gwadar Port in Pakistan, Chittagong Port in Bangladesh and Sittwe Port in Burma

and they are served as transport corridors for Chinese oil and trade.

Other than China, the Strait of Malacca is important for India as well. India
wants to ensure the security of the Strait of Malacca because of the strategic
partnership between India and the coastal states of the Strait of Malacca. It is clear
that any problem that may arise in the Strait of Malacca will probably have a
negative spillover effect on India. On the other hand, the strait is vital for the
implementation of Indian “Look East” policy®® and Chinese total control on transit
passage through the Strait of Malacca is an unacceptable situation, for both regional

countries and India.

52 Shaofeng, op.cit., “China’s Self-Extrication”, p.8-9.

53 Lanteigne, op.cit., “China's maritime security”, p.149.

> The “Malacca Dilemma” is a term coined by their President Hu Jintao (2003) on the over-reliance
on the Malacca Straits(sea-route) where 80% of their energy needs(oil imports) pass en-route from the
Middle East, Angola etc(shipping lanes); through the Malacca Straits(between Malaysia and
Indonesia).

% Venkatshamy, op.cit., “The IOR in India's strategic futures”, p.17-41.

% India's Look East policy represents its efforts to cultivate extensive economic and strategic relations
with the nations of Southeast Asia in order to bolster its standing as a regional power and a
counterweight to the strategic influence of the People's Republic of China.
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In the face of all these possible developments in the region, India participates
in different cooperative mechanism with Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore to
secure Andaman and Nicobar Islands. These islands are controlled by India today
and are being used against threats such as piracy, terrorism and arms smuggling in
the region. In his article, Lee Cordner states that some of the common strategic

objectives in the IOR are as follows.

e Obtain and preserve maritime border sovereignty rights.

e Ensure freedom of navigation according to UNCLOS.

e Perform successful protection of the marine environment.

e Encourage economic progress and improve the maritime trade.

e Assure the collectivity of energy maritime trade routes across the IOR.

e Promote political order in the IOR states and ensure the regional stability.

e Support regional maritime security conversation and cooperation initiatives in
the IOR.”

To summarize this chapter, even though most of the countries in the region
have a seafaring history, no regional power, including India, has dominated the 10R.
Therefore, the 10 has been under the dominance of external forces for a long
time.®® The IOR coastal states have continued to live as colonies of Portugal,
Holland, France and England, respectively until gaining their own independences.
Even after India became a fully colony of Britain, the 10 began to be called a ‘British
Lake’. In the pre-World War Il period, Great Britain, which was the dominant power
in the world in international relations, lost its position during the Cold War and the

power gap created there was filled with the USA and the Soviet Union.*

The power struggle that began in the USA and the Soviet Union and prevailed
throughout the world during the Cold War, which lasted until the collapse of the
Soviet Union had also influenced the 10R. In that time, while the Soviet Union sent

war ships to support the anti-imperialist movements in the region, the USA settled in

*" Lee Cordner, “Risk managing maritime security in the IOR”, Journal of the IOR, 10(1), (2014): 46-
66.

%¥Lou Chunhao, "US-India—China relations in the Indian Ocean: a Chinese perspective”, Strategic
Analysis, 36.4, (2012): 624-639.

* Ibid.
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the Diego Garcia airport, which was left behind from the British.%’ In this process,
both countries have formed allies in the region in the interests of their own interests.
But, with the end of the Cold War and the collapse of Soviet Union, the USA
remained sole superpower in the region. Then the USA shifted its balancing strategy
in the region to becoming a hegemonic power. For that reason, the USA deployed its
naval expeditionary forces in the 10, the Red Sea and the Gulf of Basra by building

up the ‘forward deployment’.61

According to the strategic concept of the US:

“The Cold War may be over, but the need for American leadership and
commensurate military capability endures. Many of our most vital interests remain
overseas where the Navy and the Marine (Corps are prepared for new challenges—

forward deployed, ready for combat and engaged to preserve the peace. "*

When the influence of the other powers in the region is examined, it is seen
that France has come to the fore. The control of France’s La Réunion, Mayotte and
French Southern and Antarctic territories is still under French control, although
France lost their colonial rights in India, Mauritius, Madagascar and Seychelles.®
The former colonel of France, Djibouti remained close to France economically and
militarily while United Arab Emirates hosted a French military base in Abu Dhabi.*

Seeing that Westphalian System has been accepted all over the world, the
world has been dominated by the policies of the western Powers. Atlantic and Pacific
oceans have been placed at the center of the world. Thanks to the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, the wars of Iraq and Afghanistan, the global financial crisis, the “Jasmine
Revolution” in the Middle East, the Iranian nuclear crisis and the United States’

economic sanctions against Iran, the balance of power shifted from West to East.®®

60 11

Ibid.
81 «Forward From the Sea”, US Department of the Navy, 1997, http://www:.dtic.mil/jv2010/ navy/
b014. pdf, Accessed on: 09.09.2016.
%2 1hid.
% Bruno de Paiva, “France: National Involvement in the IOR”, Future Directions International
(Australia), Indian Ocean Research Program (2011): 2.
84 1

Ibid.
% Robert D. Kaplan, “Monsoon: the Indian Ocean and the future of American power”, Random House
Incorporated. (2011).
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The increased significance of energy policies and serious non-traditional
threats has placed the 10 at the center of world politics. Due to high trade volume,
the region began to be called the “heart of trade” all around the world. By virtue of
the successful administration of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata party in 1998,
India has been increased maritime power, continued its economic growth and
became a powerful equilibrium in the 10 by using its geographical advantage in the
region. With its initiatives, China has begun to diversify its energy resources and
become a dominant force in the 10. All these developments point to a power balance
between India and China. They will try to gain supremacy on the IOR to be able to
control energy trade. It is explained that why the IOR is so important for both China
and India in this chapter. The next chapter will examine the influence of China in this

region.
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CHAPTER 3

CHINESE INFLUENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN
This chapter will examine the measures taken by China to ensure that energy
trade in the 10 will continue safely and uninterruptedly. First, projects undertaken
through partnerships formed by China’s strategic relations with regional countries
will be examined. Later, it will explain why the activities carried out by China led his

neighbors to worry.

Throughout history, China has always been a major power in the international
system with its huge land, resources and population. After the reform package
implemented by Deng Xiaoping in 1978, China has become a major economic power
on the world arena. Since the end of the Cold War, China has become a country that
can produce almost everything for global market by taking advantage of its young
population and cheap labor potential. China’s integration into the global economy,
with the effect of the increase in urbanization and industrialization, has boosted its
energy consumption substantially. Thus, China’s oil and natural gas demand has
begun to play an important role on the Chinese economy. For example, while
China’s energy consumption increased by two-hundred-forty-five percent in 2004, its
energy output increased by only one-hundred-ninety-four percent.®® The energy
production of the country could not meet its energy requirement. And this situation

has made China heavily dependent on energy imports.

Today, China meets a large proportion of its energy need from the Middle
East. China imports a large quantity of energy resources by maritime trade route.
This route has stretched from the Strait of Hormuz to the SCS through the 10. On
this route, the Strait of Malacca is very crucial for China to transport energy.
Because, it is the shortest route between the Indian and Pacific Oceans from China’s
coast and known as one of the world’s most important waterways. However, this
choke point has some disadvantages, too. Among these, the strait is far from being a
secure one, which can be blocked easily by hostile naval forces and is constantly

under the threat of pirates and transnational impacts. Another concern for China is

% Fan He and Qin Donghai, “China's Energy Strategy in the Twenty- first Century”, China & World
Economy, 14.2, (2006): 93-104.
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the US dominance of this maritime trade route. Beijing worries that ships carrying
energy resources to China could be hindered by US naval forces. This interruption in
the free flow of energy resources could destroy its economic growth. The main
difficulty securing the energy lines is the Malacca Dilemma. On the ground that
eighty percent of China’s energy imports are carried via this waterway, energy
route’s security has turned into a major concern for China in recent years. However,
China’s control over this chokepoint is inadequate. At present, China lacks of the
naval power to protect its SLOCs. Hence, China begins to seek ways to overcome all

these worries.

The Chinese government took a number of measures to overcome the
“Malacca Dilemma”. These measures included upgrading the naval power,
diversifying the sources of energy imports and building alternative ports for maritime
avoidance of the Strait of Malacca. Furthermore, China took a number of initiatives
to break the hegemony of the USA in the region, which is called “String of Pearls.”
The String of Pearls, combination of important points in the IOR is constituted to
protect China’s economic and military interests. (Figure 3) The most important
points of this pearl stretching from Taiwan to the Straits of Hormuz and East Africa
are the Strait of Malacca, Myanmar, Chittagong in Bangladesh, Hambantota in Sri
Lanka, Gwadar in Pakistan, Maldives, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Aden.®’ Beijing
believes that securing maritime trade route for an uninterrupted energy transfer will
only be ensured by having a dominant naval force in the region. It boosts the
maritime power in the 10, the SCS and Africa to secure initiatives.

3.1. Dependency on Open Trade Routes and Uninterrupted Access to
Energy Resources

With the economic reform policy enacted in December 1978, the Chinese
economy has grown tremendously. However, rapid industrialization has led to a
steady increase in energy demand, especially on limited domestic sources such as oil
and natural gas.®® In Chinese total energy consumption, the rate of oil increased from

seventeen point five percent in 1995 to twenty-three percent in 2003 and seventeen

%" Gurpreet S. Khurana, “China's ‘String of Pearls’ in the Indian Ocean and Its Security Implications”,
Strategic Analysis, 32:1, (2008): 1-39.
% Weimar, op.cit.,“Sino-Indian power preponderance in maritime Asia:”, p.6.
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point six percent in 2011. According to the BP statistical review 2016 report, China’s
energy production increases by forty percent while its consumption expands by forty-
eight percent.®® China takes the place on the top with the plus six point three percent,
or +770,000 b/d consumption rate.” In terms of energy, China meets sixty percent of
its oil and natural gas from the Middle East and Central Asia/Caspian reserves. More
than eighty percent of China’s imported oil and gas is supplied by long-time sea
routes; a large proportion of these routes pass through 10 and the SCS.”* According
to Erickson et.al, eighty-nine percent of China’s hydrocarbon need is carried by these

maritime trade routes.

China meets its energy needs not only from the Middle East through maritime
trade route but also from Central Asia by overland transport routes as well. Both
geographical conditions and other international powers prevent China from reaching
to these energy resources in Siberia and Central Asia easily. This has naturally
increased the importance of the 10 maritime trade route for China. The insatiable
demand for energy sources obliges China to maintain an uninterrupted flow of
energy and this increases political pressure on Beijing. Thus, Beijing looks for ways
to secure the 10 trade route, starting from the Chinese coastline and accessing to the
Middle East and Africa. This is the most important policy for Beijing. Furthermore,
the possibility of manipulation of oil prices through American companies, who
control oil and natural gas reserves in the Middle East and Caspian Sea, poses a
significant risk for China. Since the rise in oil prices can cause great difficulties for
China, Beijing is trying to diversify its energy sources as much as possible. In the
event of possible energy shortage, the Chinese government designates three strategic
regions to increase the diversity of energy resources targeted by Chinese oil
companies.”® These three strategic regions are Central Asia and Russia, the Middle
East and North Africa and South America.

%9 Weimar, op.cit.,“Sino-Indian power preponderance in maritime Asia:”, p.7.
70 11
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3 Xu Yi-Chong, “China's energy security”, Australian Journal of International Affairs, 60(2), (2006):
265-286.
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Depending on all these developments, Kazakhstan becomes China’s largest
energy partner in Central Asia. China imports about twenty percent of Kazakhstan’s
oil production through one of the world’s longest oil pipelines at a distance of 2,300
km from the Caspian Sea to Xinjiang Province.” China has launched a new
expansion program to Africa to reduce its energy dependence. Many Chinese
companies have invested in Africa, including energy, mining, construction and
manufacturing. China has also built some significant investments in Latin America,

Argentina, Brazil, Venezuela and Canada.

The countries, which have industry-based economy such as China, need
uninterrupted flow of energy sources to continue their economic growth. While states
increase their production on the one hand, they have tried to guarantee their energy
security on the other hand. Becoming almost “the manufacturing center of the world”
today, China needs high levels of energy and energy resources to continue its
production. As a consequence, energy security is the most critical issue for China.

China takes a number of strategic overseas investments,

e To meet rising its energy demand
e To ensure the security of energy transfer routes

e And to increase the diversity of energy sources.

China has also initiated alternative trade routes from its mainland to the 10
and the Middle East regions, in the event of a blockage in routine energy trade
routes. In addition to these, China has established close relationship with Saudi
Arabia and other overseas countries to break US influence in the region. Many
Chinese analysts think that the US presence in the region aims not only to ensure
international trade security, but also to control crucial energy trade routes. Such a
situation can be considered as the main reason behind China’s activities in the

region.

China’s rapidly growing trade and investment associations seem to increase

its strategic interests significantly in the region. According to Brewster, major

™ Michael Hart, “Central Asia’s Oil and Gas Now Flows to the East”, The Diplomat, August 18, 2016
http://thediplomat.com/2016/08/central-asias-oil-and-gas-now-flows-to-the-east/, Accessed on: 09.09.
2016.
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infrastructure threats such as the pipeline infrastructure (which tends to be highly
vulnerable to both state and non-state actors), can create significant additional
requirements to sustain China’s presence in the region.”> China is looking for ways to

cope with its weakness in the region through the initiatives that have launched.

Building port facilities in the South Asian countries is one of initiatives of
China in the 10. Since sustaining open trade routes and easy access to energy
resources are crucial for China, it has intensified economic and strategic relationship
with Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Myanmar located on its maritime trade
route. These countries have uneasy relations with their close neighbor, India. China
has benefited from this situation and formed strategic partnerships with these states.

3.2. Security of SLOCs and China’s Maritime-Strategic Presence in the
IOR

The IORA countries including Bangladesh, Mauritius, the Seychelles, the
Maldives and Sri Lanka and non-IORA countries including Pakistan and Myanmar,
are critical for China’s security policy. China has been studiously developing strong
ties with them. For securing its presence in the 10, China has started to build strong
political, economic and defense relationships with Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia,

Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand.”

China has also begun to pursue an aggressive foreign policy in the region. It
has improved their strategic cooperation with Pakistan through building the port of
Gwadar in Baluchistan. (Figure 4) China is interested in the Gwadar Port to
consolidate its relationship with Pakistan. It has been expected that this would enable
Beijing to diversify and secure its crude oil import routes and extend its presence
across the 10. The other initiatives of China are to upgrade a program at Maldives’

airport and build a bridge which will connect the capital Malé with the international

" David Brewster, “Beyond the ‘String of Pearls’: is there really a Sino-Indian security dilemma in
the Indian Ocean?”, Journal of the IOR, 10(2), (2014): 133-149.
’® panda, op.cit., “China’s Tryst with the IORA”, p.682.
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airport island Hulhulé.”” Moreover, Sri Lanka has received $1.4 billion from China to
build the “Colombo Port City.”"®

China’s rising energy transportation in the 10 is necessarily made
through the SLOCs and these transportation lines are great strategic assets for China.
These SLOCs is stretched from the Strait of Hormuz at the entrance of the Persian
Gulf to the Indian subcontinent into the Bay of Bengal and the Strait of Malacca.”
The security of SLOC’s is vital for China. Owing to the geographical proximity to

the 10, China feels obliged to secure these trade routes.

Apart from these problems, China believes that securing energy trade routes
could be affected significantly by the other states in the region. For instance, a
possible conflict between Iran and the USA, either through sanctions or by military
action, can lead to a restrainment in the shipments of oil from the Strait of Hormuz.*°
Another growing concern of China is the rising strength of the Indian naval forces in
the 10. Because China provides neighboring countries with military, nuclear and
economic aid especially. Among these, Pakistan comes in the forefront. China is
building air bases and marine ports to use limited sea and air power effectively in the
I0. It aims to create an economic and political influence over many IO states.
Despite the strategic fragilities in the 10, it seeks to secure the SLOCs, which are
vital for it. In this respect, China aims to contribute to the economic development of
the countries in the 10, and thus securing the trade routes in the region. In his speech,
Chinese President Hu Jintao who launched the concept of “Harmonious Oceans” in

2009 delivered at the 60th anniversary of PLA Naval Forces;

" Ahmed Naish, “With Chinese grants and loans Malé-Hulhulé bridge inches closer to reality”,
(2015), http://maldivesindependent.com/politics/with-chinese-grants-and-loans-male-hulhule-bridge-
inches-closer-to-reality-100706, Accessed on: 01.09.2016.

® Wade Shepard, “Sri Lanka's Colombo Port City: The Frontline Of China And India's Geopolitical
Showdown”, (2016), http://lwww.forbes.com/sites/wadeshepard/2016/08/12/a-look-at-colombo-port-
city-the-frontline-of-china-and-indias-geopolitical-showdown/#163848517d1b, Accessed on:
09.08.2016.
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“From now on, the Chinese Navy will be more open, pragmatic and
cooperative to actively participate in the international maritime security cooperation

and go to great lengths to realize the lofty purpose of the harmonious ocean. "

According to Khurana, the ‘Blue Book’®? expressed that China would never
hesitate to countercharge the enemy forces, if its economic and commercial goals in
the IOR should be prevented in any way.®® Within this context, China stationed
warships in the Gulf of Aden to fight against piracy. It has also shared intelligence
with other naval forces and used for the security of the World Food Program vessels

since December 2008.84

Although China’s activities in the 10 are just intended to ensure the security
of energy trade, many Indians believe that China’s increasing naval power in the 10
is not only for energy security but China itself intends to contain India by
implementing the “string of pearls” strategy as well. Indians also believe that the
existence of the Chinese fleet threatens the interests of India and other countries.

3.3. China’s “String of Pearls” Strategy

With the rapidly growing economy after the Cold War, China has quickly
become a major power by filling power vacuum left by the Soviet Union in the new
world order. As mentioned earlier, China becomes dependent on external energy
suppliers and needs energy to sustain its rapid economic growth. Since more than
seventy percent of its imported oil comes from the Middle East and Africa via the
SCS, all of them are transferred by sea.®® This makes China a highly dependent state
on international sea lanes, particularly, the Strait of Hormuz and the Strait of

Malacca. China has many security concerns in the 10 such as piracy, international

8 Li Yunqing, “Strengthening Exchange, Deepening Cooperation and Building the Safe and
Harmonious Indian Ocean”, A Presentation for Logistic Department of PLA Navy, at 3rd IONS
Conference at Cape Town, South Africa, (2012), http:// ions.gov. in/sites/default/files /Presentation
%20by%20China.pdf, Accessed on: 03.01.2017.

82 «“The Blue Book” is typically a special report published by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS), China’s premier think tank, which discusses and analyses subjects important to Chinese
interests.

8 Gurpreet S. Khurana, “China’s Maritime-strategic Presence in IOR: Geopolitical, Geoeconomic and
Security Import”, Maritime Affairs: Journal of the National Maritime Foundation of India,10.2,
(2014): 1-15.
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terrorism and the US naval dominance. China has strategically cooperated with some
regional countries, such as Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore and Thailand in the 10 to

overcome these increased security threats.

Moreover, China has built up some alternative trade routes such as container
ports, road links, pipelines and overland energy transport connections to gain access
to the 10 directly from its mainland to the 10. China does not want to depend on the
US naval power for accessing to energy resources. Therefore, it has deployed its
naval power at choke-points along the sea routes from the Persian Gulf to the SCS.%
For an easy access to the 10, China has been constructing a number of facilities such
as container ports in Bangladesh at Chittagong and in Sri Lanka at Hambantota,
transportation projects in Nepal, road links between Kunming and Chittagong via
Myanmar and alternative overland energy transport connections from southern and
western China to the 10 through Pakistan and Myanmar. (Figure 5) China’s evolving
maritime power shows that the PLAN is interested in protecting the SLOCSs to ensure
the safety of trade routes and to keep open the “choke points™ for uninterrupted flow

of energy resources.

However, the littoral countries of the SCS, especially Japan, South Korea,
Cambodia and Vietnam have the opinion that China plans to become a dominant
force by showing aggressive attitude to the region due to these security concerns. For
India, this situation has a slightly different meaning. India is concerned that one day
these facilities will be used as forward shipping bases for the PLAN.?” New Delhi
considers China’s “String of Pearls” as an attempt to contain India and a possible
point of Sino-Indian conflict in the 10. China’s initiatives have a different
significance for other South Asian countries. China has been seen as a stabilizing
actor against the USA in geopolitical, geo-economic and security areas by other
countries of the region, except for India. Over the last few years, China has been
seeking for a permanent naval-strategic presence in the IOR. China’s previous naval

strategy focused heavily on the modernization of the PLA for a potential conflict

8 Harsh V. Pant, “Rising China in India's vicinity: a rivalry takes shape in Asia”, Cambridge Review
of International Affairs, (2013): 1-18.
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Cambridge Review of International Affairs, (2014):1-19.
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against Taiwan to establish its superiority in Western Pacific and in the SCS. It has

now reached global dimensions through the ‘String of Pearls’ strategy in the 10.

China strengthens its relations with Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in South Asia
by building container ports. To consolidate its access to the 10, China signed an
agreement with Sri Lanka to finance the development of the Hambantota
Development Zone composed of a container port, a bunker supplying station and an
oil refinery. It is possible that China’s construction of these ports and facilities
around India’s periphery can be explained on purely economic and commercial
grounds. India, however, claims that China’s initiatives are intended to contain it.%®
These initiatives in India’s neighbors are perceived by India as an open threat to its
strategic interests. This part of the study explains the initiatives of China in the South

Asian countries, including Nepal, Myanmar Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

Nepal: Nepal is a strategic country located between India and China. Both
India and China are trying to keep Nepal on their side. Although Nepal has rich
natural resources, such as a large hydroelectric power potential, it is not able to use
these advantages due to domestic instability. Therefore, Nepal has to follow a two-
way policy between India and China. Despite its disadvantageous geographical
location, Nepal has an important position in the China’s South Asia policy. In fact,
China’s greatest interest in Nepal is due to its concern about the large Tibetan
refugee community approximately in the number of 20,000 people.®® China is also
worried about US influence on its neighboring countries.”® China thinks that the USA
aims to limit itself with this attempt.®® China is investigating ways to improve
existing relations with Nepal in an effort to alleviate these concerns. Their relations

are advancing both in economic and military fields. China has pledged economic and
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military assistance to Nepal’s hydroelectric projects and the security sectors in return

for rejection of US $2.6 million military aid.*

China has also initiated a railway project to connect the Lhasa with the Khasa
in Nepal.”® The main objective of this rail link is to speed up the economic
integration of Nepal with China by improving the transport infrastructure in the
Himalayan region.”* China aims to reduce Nepal’s dependence on India with this
project as well. Another initiative of China in Nepal is the railway project that will
link Golmud in Qinghai province to Lhasa in Tibet.*® The main purpose of this

railway is to integrate Tibet into the Chinese economy.

Myanmar: Myanmar is strategically and economically significant state for
China. Because it is geographically close to the Strait of Malacca, China exports the
goods that it produces directly to this country and it is an alternate passageway for
China to transport its goods through it. China is making a great effort to create
influence on Myanmar. The effort to establish this domain actually has many

purposes. These are:
e To reduce energy dependence by providing direct access to the 10,

e To increase Chinese influence in the region by ensuring stabilization of the
region,

e To distance Myanmar from India,

e To help rebel groups in Northeast India using the KIO/A and Chinese
rebellious regions of Myanmar to use them against India.

Myanmar is important for China in terms of security, energy resources and
economic issues. From the perspective of security, China and Myanmar have an
increasing military cooperation since 1988.%” China has begun to build and upgrade
road and rail network systems that range from Yunan in South China to several ports
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along the Myanmar coast in Bay of Bengal.® In 1992, Beijing pledged that the PRC
would provide great assistance for the modernization of the marine facilities in

Myanmar, including the Hainggyi Island and the Great Coco Islands.”

Great Coco Islands has a very strategic position for the PLAN. They are only
about 30 km north of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands controlled by India. They
provide the PLAN for an easy access to the 10.'% China has established a modern
reconnaissance and electronic intelligence system on Great Coco Island in 2003 *°* to
monitor India’s military movements, including missile testing in the 10.22 From the
perspective of energy resources, with its rapid growing economy, China has begun to
worry about meeting the demand for increasing energy resources. In this way, the
presence of oil and gas fields discovered in Myanmar attracts a great deal of interest
from China. To benefit from these reserves, production sharing agreements were
signed between Chinese National Offshore Oil Company and Myanmar Oil and Gas

Enterprise between October 2004 and January 2005.*%

Moreover, China has also invested heavily in Myanmar’s oil and natural gas
pipelines for the purpose of forming an alternative energy transfer route. (Figure 6)
China has been trying to reduce the intense dependence on energy source from the
Strait of Malacca. The deep-water port at Kyaukpyu on Ramree Islands in the Bay of
Bengal and construction of a railway between Kunming and Lashio are the other
attempts of China in Myanmar to enhance bilateral economic relations.* Economic
issues are the last perspective of China’s Myanmar policy. Economic ties between
China and Myanmar have strengthened gradually since 1988. China aims to increase
economic activity by stabilizing Myanmar. It aims to facilitate energy transfer

through oil and natural gas pipeline projects expected to pass through the near future.
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Bangladesh: Having more than 118,000 km? of maritime territory, 200
nautical miles of Exclusive Economic Zone,'® Bangladesh is another strategic state
for China in the 10. Bangladesh lacks of qualified labor power, necessary technology
and sufficient economic resources. Thus, it does not have a chance to access to rich
marine resources. This circumstance offers lots of opportunities to China and it has
established closer ties with China to make Bangladesh feel secure against India.
China has improved its relations with Bangladesh by way of benefiting its problems
with India in the region. Hereby, China made very important initiatives for itself in
the Bay of Bengal. As far as Bengali Gulf is considered, China encountered two very
critical consequences: the first is related with security of the transportation of energy,
the next is regarded with the critical location of Bay of Bengal in China’s string of
pearls strategy. That is why China has become the largest supplier of military

equipment to Bangladesh in the last decade, especially naval forces.

China is also trying hard to improve its commercial interests in the maritime
area. China intends to benefit from recently discovered massive oil and gas deposits
in the region, using the advantage of geographical proximity of Bangladesh to
Myanmar and plans to transport these reserves to the Chinese market via Myanmar
pipelines. Stepping up a competition with India for regional influence, China have
signed 27 deals on cooperation with Bangladesh in a number of sectors, including
coastal disaster management and construction, communication technology,
investment, maritime cooperation, disaster management and cultural and people-to-

people contacts, during the Chinese president’s Dhaka visit in October 2016.1%°

China and Bangladesh are also making great efforts to increase their bilateral
trade and tourism through developing routes between Kunming and Chittagong via
Myanmar and airline connecting Kunming and Dhaka.'®" Chittagong port has an
important place in the Chinese project of establishing network of ports, stretching

from its coasts to Southeast Asia, the 10, the eastern shore of Africa and the
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Mediterranean Sea to Greece, so-called the 21st Century Marine Silk Road.'® In the
early 2010, China promised to make $9 million worth of efforts to publicize the

expansion and modernization of the Chittagong port.'%°

Although it was designed as
a commercial project, the Chinese possible use of the Chittagong port for military
purposes is a major concern for India. In November 2016, Bangladesh received the
first submarines from China to boost sea power in the Bay of Bengal and the
submarines would be supported by Chinese troops for some time that caused great

concern for India.**°

Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka, which is perhaps the most important point on energy
transit lines, is crucial for China. China considers Sri Lanka as a shipping center in
the 10 in its Maritime Silk Road project. (Figure 7) With the MSR project, China
aims at controlling access to the seaside ports linking the rich Basra Bay and the
economic centers of east China. In fact, Chinese-Sri Lankan relations have been
growing since the 1990s. China’s weapons sales to Sri Lanka, which began during
civilian war in Sri Lanka, have increased significantly since 2007 with the sale of
Jian-7 warplanes, anti-aircraft guns and JY-11 3D weather surveillance radars.'*!
China is also building a new port in Sri Lanka’s southern coast, Hambantota very
close to the world’s busiest trade routes, at a cost of $1 billion,**? which has resulted
in the deterioration of Indian-Sri Lankan relations. According to many experts like
Chittagong, Hambantota can possibly be used by China as a military port in the
future. China plans to use this port as a refueling and docking station for its patrol
ships to protect the oil supply in the 10.*** Since the Hambantota’s location is very

close to the sea lanes on the southern tip of India and Sri Lanka, it has been
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considered by some analysts as a part of Chinese string of pearls that PLAN could

use against the India.*** According to Global Times news;

“India has long worried that the project would serve as a platform for
the expansion of China’s military power in the IO, posing a threat to its

national security. ” **°

Pakistan: There is a close relationship between Pakistan and China for
decades. In 1962, the Sino-Indian War further strengthened the relations between two
countries and in 1963 Pakistan agreed to leave a part of Kashmir to China. From
Pakistan’s point of view, the uneasy Sino-Indian relations are an important element
for the establishment of close Sino-Pak relations, the enemy of my enemy is my
friend. Indeed, India is perceived as a threat by both China and Pakistan because of
India’s close relations with the Americans in many respects. Therefore, it is seen that
there is increasing economic, military and political relations between China and
Pakistan. Moreover, especially the Kashmir issue, have made Sino-Pak relations
more powerful because of China’s attitude towards Pakistan. Pakistan wants to
prevent increasing terrorist incidents in its territories and stabilize its economy, so it

seems quite satisfied with its close relations with China.

Pakistan aims to balance its relations with the USA and China to cope with
the problems in the region. Pakistan is seen as an indispensable ally by China.
Because China feels uneasy about India’s strategic alliance with the USA and thinks
that this alliance aims to contain itself. China strengthens its relations with Pakistan
to neutralize the Indo-US partnership. Moreover, China’s policy towards Pakistan is
also related with its economic interests. China considers Pakistan as an important
bypass line. Thus, it initiated some infrastructure projects in Pakistan. The main
purpose of the infrastructure established in Pakistan by Chinese workers is to speed
up the export of Chinese goods to world markets. Thanks to this bypass route, China
aims to access to the 10 directly, instead of using long maritime trade route

stretching out from its coast to Middle East.

14 Brewster, op.cit., “Beyond the ‘String of Pearls™, p.141.

15 Hu Weijia, “China’s investment in Colombo Port City has always been commercial, not military”,
Global Times 04.08.2016. http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/998254.shtml, Accessed on: 19.10.
2016.
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A large part of the China’s trade is carried out by the Strait of Hormuz- 10-
SCS transportation line in a very long distance, so it causes to a great loss of time
and important security risks. China aims to reach the Arabian Sea by passing through
the Kashmir and Pakistan from its mainland instead of using this long slog route.
Another importance of Pakistan for China is the concern of the stability in Xyinping.
China is very disturbed by extreme groups infiltrating Autonomous Region of
Xinjiang where Muslim population of China lives and creates confusion in the
region. Therefore, China increases its relations with Pakistan for defensive purposes
to tackle with this security threat. The most striking development in the strategic
alliance between the two countries is the CPEC. The CPEC is one of the most
important projects of the ‘single-generation, one-way’ project aiming to link China to
Europe and Africa. (Figure 8) It aims to link Xinjiang in the northwestern region of
China with the Kashmir region of Pakistan’s Gilgit-Baltistan and Gwadar Port of
Pakistan. CPEC consist of a number of roads, transportation infrastructures,

industrial cooperation, railways, port construction and pipeline initiatives in Pakistan.

Located at the southern end of CPEC, the Gwadar Port near the Ocean mouth
Is the most important project of China. China is very interested in the construction of
the Gwadar Port due to its proximity, 70 km from the Iranian border and 400 km east
of the Strait of Hormuz and its strategic location on the major oil supply route.'*®
China and Pakistan has agreed on the establishment of a “single corridor, multiple
passages” aiming to establish an effective link to Gwadar Port to ensure that all
regions in Pakistan benefit from economic and social development.**’ In this way,
they aim to develop economically underdeveloped regions of Pakistan. Moreover,
with regard to the development of Pakistan’s nuclear weapon capability, as well as
nuclear power, China has made a great contribution. In fact, some reports claim that

China conducted a nuclear test for Pakistan in 1980.1®

119 pant, op.cit., “Rising China in India's vicinity”, p. 11.

17 «China-Pakistan Economic Corridor”, http://www.cpecinfo.com/10-questions-on-cpec, Accessed
on: 14.11.2016.

18 Gareth Price, “Subject: China Pakistan Relations”, Background Brief Number 1. (2011).
http://eeas.europa.eu/archives/docs/china/docs/division_ecran/ecran_is1_china_pakistan_relations_gar
eth_price_en.pdf, Accessed on: 19.11.2016.
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While both China and Pakistan argue that CPEC has only economic
dimensions, India and the USA argue that the project not only has an economic
dimension, but also is designed for gaining a strategic position in the region. As an
evidence of this claim, According to an internal undisclosed CIA review report
prepared for former US Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, it is claimed that
Beijing has prepared electronic eavesdropping messages in Gwadar, which stated
that the Strait of Hormuz and shipping vessels in the Arabian Sea are monitored from
this port.**® India believes that it has already been surrounded by China by way of
trade and defense relations with various countries such as Pakistan, Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives and Somalia. It also claims that this encirclement is
strengthened by CPEC. India is not welcoming China’s this project, because it has

passed through the Kashmir region.

Table 3: Chinese Transportation Infrastructure in Pakistan

Enterprise Name of the Firm | Present Condition | Stage
Joint  Feasibility Study for China Railway Completed 100%
Upgradation of ML1 and

Establishment  of  Havelian

Dryport

Karachi-Lahore Motorway | China State Const. | Under construction | 60%
(Sukkur-Multan  Section),392 Engineering

km Corpor. Ltd.

KKH Phasell  (Havelian- | China Road and | Under construction | 60%
Thakot Section),120 km Bridge Corporation

Upgradation of ML-1 (Multan- Government 40%
Lahore Section,339 km; Hyder Framework
abad-Multan Section,749 km; TBD Agreement under
Kemari-Hyderabad Section,182 discussion

km)

New Havelian Dry Port TBD Feasibility stage 15%
Khuzdar-Basima Highway (N- TBD Feasibility stage 15%
30), 110 km

19 Bill Gertz, “China builds up sle trategic sea lanes”, The Washington Times - Monday, (2005).
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2005/jan/17/20050117-115550-1929r/, Accessed on: 17.11.
2016.



http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2005/jan/17/20050117-115550-1929r/

37

KKH Phase I1l1(Raikot-Thakot TBD Feasibility stage 15%
Section)280km

D.l.Khan-Quetta Highway (N- TBD Feasibility stage 15%
50), 533km
Source: Pakistan-China Institute. http://www.cpecinfo.com/pci-cpec-founder
Table 4: Gwadar Initiatives
Enterprise Name of the Firm | Present Condition | Stage
Gwadar Primary School China Comm. Completed 100%

Constr. Comp. Ltd.

Gwadar Free Zone COPHC Under construction | 50%
Gwadar New International TBD Framework 40%
Airport Agreement Signed
Gwadar Eastbay Expressway (19 TBD Framework 40%
km, connecting Gwadar Port to Agreement Signed
Mehran Coastal Highway)
Gwadar Smart Port City Master TBD Feasibility stage 15%
Plan
Expansion of Multi-purpose TBD Feasibility stage 15%
Terminal including Breakwater
and Dredging
Gwadar Eastbay Expressway I Feasibility stage 15%
(19 km, connecting Eastbay TBD
Expressway | to New Gwadar
International Airport)
Fresh Water Supply, Wastewater Feasibility stage 15%
Treatment Plants for Gwadar TBD
Gwadar Smart Port City Master TBD Feasibility stage 15%
Plan
Gwadar Pak-China Friendship TBD Feasibility study 10%
Hospital Upgradation under way
Gwadar Pak-China Friendship TBD Feasibility study 10%
Technical and Voc. College under way

Source: Pakistan-China Institute. http://www.cpecinfo.com/pci-cpec-founder

Table 5: Industrial Cooperation
Enterprise Name of the Firm | Present Condition | Stage

. China Railway-China

Lah Line M .

ahore Orange Line Metro North Industries Under construction | 60%

Train

Group
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Corporation(CR-
NORINCO)
China Railway-China
Lahore Orange Line Metro North Industries .
. nder constr n %

Train Group Corp.(CR- Under constructio 00%

NORINCO)
Optical Fiber Cable from Huawei Technology . 0
Rawapindi to Khunjrab Co., Ltd. Under construction | - 50%
Optical Fiber Cable from Huawei Technology .

- . nder constr n %
Rawapindi to Khunjrab Co., Ltd. Under constructio S0%
Gwadar-Nawabshah LNG China Petroleum .

. o N T t 40%
Terminal and Pipeline, 700 km Pipeline Bureau 0 be inaugurated 0%
Gwadar-Nawabshah LNG China Petroleum .

0
Terminal and Pipeline, 700 km Pipeline Bureau To be inaugurated | - 40%
Haier & Ruba Economic Zone HaIEY I_Elec_trlcal -
Applications Feasibility stage 15%
Phasell £
Corporation Ltd.
Promotlop qf TP-L.TE . TBD Feasibility stage 15%
commercialization in Pakistan
P ion of TD-LTE -
romotlo_n 0. . i TBD Feasibility stage 15%
commercialization in Pakistan
Haier & Ruba Economic Zone Hater I.Elec.tncal -
Applications Feasibility stage 15%
Phasell .
Corporation Ltd.
DTMB Demonstration Project TBD MOU Signed 5%

Source: Pakistan-China Institute. http://www.cpecinfo.com/pci-cpec-founder

3.4. The “Malacca Dilemma” and the Expansion of China’s Naval
Capabilities

Following the two Gulf Wars and Afghan operation, many Chinese analysts
began to discuss any possible naval blockade that could be applied to China by the
USA in Taiwan or the Middle East. This blockade would be a major bottleneck in
China’s energy trade. China has been worrying about the expanding US military
presence in both the IOR and the SCS. It has establishing close ties with regional
countries to contain Indian influence in the region and cope with rising chaos at

maritime choke-points and maritime terrorism.
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Over the past two decades, China has launched a major naval expansion
activity to change the balance of power in the Western Pacific and to become a
dominant power especially in the 10. However, China’s ability to deploy force in the
IO seems to be troubled do to remote ports and air bases.’?® The closest Chinese
naval base is in Hainan Island in the SCS. Moreover, even if China deploys any
naval base in the region, it will have to use the transit passage points to support this
base logistically. Furthermore, according to security experts, China has little
experience and ability to operate well beyond coastal waters. These deficiencies have
caused China to remain weak strategically in the 10. In order to alleviate these
strategic vulnerabilities, China tries to develop new land links to the 10 through

Myanmar and Pakistan.

Despite the fact that the US presence in the region has been a serious
challenge to the Chinese Navy, China has strong submarine warfare capabilities
known to be superior to that of America.' The Chinese Navy tries to increase its
power by focusing on operations constantly off the coast of China. In addition, China
has embarked on a wide range of arms acquisition and domestic weapons

development programs, such as:

e Cruise Missiles;

e Short- and Medium range Ballistic Missiles;

e High Performance Aircraft;

e Amphibious and Airborne Assault,

e New Intermediate- and Medium-range Conventional Ballistic Missiles, as

well as Long-range, Land-attack, and Anti-ship Cruise Missiles.!??

It has been also reported that China’s investment in oceanographic research

and surveillance ships will increase, the number of nuclear submarine fleets and

120 Brewster, op.cit., “Beyond the ‘String of Pearls™, p.137.

121 \Jenkatshamy, op.cit., “The IOR in India's strategic futures”, p.32.

122 United States Department of Defense, “Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s
Republic of China 20107, Annual Report to Congress,(2013). https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/
Documents/pubs/2015_China_Military_Power_Report.pdf, Accessed on: 06.03.2017.
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amphibious warships will also increase by 2030.?* Thanks to current expansion
program, China will boost to the top of the list of states that could threaten the US
influence or hegemony in the region.* When compared to India, in general, China’s
maritime capacity exceeds India in both quantitative and qualitative terms and is

expected to increase much more in the coming years.'®

Table 6: Current and projected maritime expenditures of India, China and the

USA
IN BILLIONS OF 2014- | 2020- 2025- 2025- 2030-
DOLLARS 2015 2021 2026 2026 2031
INDIA
GDP [, 2] 10083 | 239882 | 321016 382335 | 429592
DEFENSE [3] 461 58,01 7762 16557 | 103,88

0,
DEFENSE BUDGET % 242% | 242% | 242% |- 2.42%
GDP
NAVY [3] - 2 3 . -
NAVY - FUTURE TREND | 2.92 3.67 491 584 6.57
NAVY AS % OF GDP 015% | 015% | 015% |015% | 0.15%

0,

gﬁgg;rs % OF DEF. 633% | 632% |632% |- 6.32%
USA
GDP [L4] 174103 | 1639271 | 1735400 | 18507,00 | 19310,00
DEFENSE [5] 624.0 57500 | 56000 | 60500 |-

0,
DEFENSE BUDGET % 358% | 351%  |323% |327% |-
GDP
NAVY [6] - - i i -
[NG]AVY -FUTURETREND | -, 15756 | 15345 | 16578
NAVY AS % OF GDP 0.08% | 096% | 088% |090% |-

123 «“The Maritime Future of the Indian Ocean Putting the G back into Great Power Politics”, The
Hague Centre for Strategic Studies. Future Issue N0:13.09.10, http://hcss.nl/sites/default/files/files/
reports/ HCSS _FI-13 09 10 Indian_Ocean.pdf, Accessed on: 13.12.2016.
124 H

Ibid.
125 M
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N > ¥ OF DEF. 2740% | 2740% | 27.40% | 27.40% | -
CHINA

GDP[L, 7] 82833 | 825234 | 894657 994800 | 10677.15
DEFENSE [g] 1226  |12222 | 13250 | 14733 | 15813
DEFENSE BUDGET % | 148% | 148% | 148% | 148% | 1.48%
GDP

NAVY 5 y g . -
NAVY - FUTURE TREND | 18.4 1833|1987  |2209 | 2371
NAVY AS % OF GDP 0.22%  |022%  |022%  |022% | 022%
NAVY AS % OF DEF.|1500% |1500% |1500% | 1500% | 15,00%
BUDGET

Source: http://hcss.nl/sites/default/files/files/reports/HCSS_FI-130910IndianOceanpdf.

In summary, today, almost sixty percent of China’s energy demands imported
from countries, like Iran, Saudi Arabia, etc. To achieve its strategic goals, including
sustaining the secured SLOC’s and free flow energy, break US hegemony in the 10
and establish a permanent “String of Pearls, China adopted the policy of ‘peaceful
development’ during the mid-1990s. This strategy was designed to facilitate
economic growth, prosperity and modernization. This ‘peaceful development’
strategy is focused on the use of soft power diplomacy in the world. According to
China’s White Paper, China has an established business and trade linkage with 163
countries.’® It has signed many free-trade-zone agreements and bilateral investment
treaties with 129 countries.**” As China’s strategic goal has advanced from being a
regional power to being a superpower, this policy has turned into a more aggressive
power policy. China’s transition from a regional power to a global power depends on
its economic growth. China’s pursuit of interests in the 10 in fact began as a response

to the growing US presence in the 10, which is supposed to aim at containing

126 «“White Paper: China's Peaceful Development”, http://in.chineseembassy.org/eng/zt/peaceful/t855
717.Html, Accessed on: 03.12.2016.
2" Ibid.
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China.'?® Thus, the US presence in the region is seen as one of the reasons for

Chinese increase its defense spending.

However, its rising dependence on oil and raw materials are the main
concerns that will play a larger role in the Chinese development. China’s demand for
energy resources is expected to grow in increasing amounts over the next 20 years.
As long as the Chinese economy continues to grow, its demand for all energy
sources, especially oil and natural gas is likely to increase. According to BP Energy
Outlook 2035, China’s demand for liquids grows by 7 Mb/d to 2035 and its demand
for continues to lead the growth in consumption (390 Mton) even though its growth
rate declines from eight point three percent p.a. during 2000-13 to zero point eight
percent in 2013-35.1%° Despite the increase in the country’s supply of oil and natural

gas, it is clear that national resources cannot meet China’s energy demand.

In this context, the delivery of energy to the country from the shortest path
smoothly and timely has begun to be seen as the key to economic growth. Thus,
China has established strategic partnerships with countries on energy trade routes to
keep the pace of its economic growth not to lose its position on the world stage and
increase the prosperity of its citizens. It has obtained a number of privileges by way
means of military and economic aids, particularly in states located in the 10.

Indeed, the underlying fact is that China is skeptical about the US and Indian
partnership and believes that this partnership will harm its national interest.*®
Consequently, China is choosing to secure energy trade routes with its own naval
units. China's efforts to provide energy security in the region with its own marine
elements are leading the country to confront the other countries having competing
interests in the region. This chapter examined the China’s interests and initiatives in

the IOR. Next chapter will examine the India’s strategic interests in the IOR.

128 Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury, “Boosting Maritime Capabilities in the Indian Ocean”, New Delhi,
India. August 23, 2007. http://www.worldpress.org/Asia/2908.cfm, Accessed on: 24.10.2016.

129 «BP Energy Outlook 2035, (2015). https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/pdf/energy-economics
[energy-outlook-2015/bp-energy-outlook-2035-booklet.pdf, Accessed on: 02.01.2017.

130 Surjit Mansingh, “India and China Today and Tomorrow”, The International Spectator, 46.2,
(2011): 41-55.


https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/pdf/energy-economics%20/energy-outlook-2015/bp-energy-outlook-2035-booklet.pdf
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/pdf/energy-economics%20/energy-outlook-2015/bp-energy-outlook-2035-booklet.pdf

43

CHAPTER 4
INDIA’S STRATEGIC INTERESTS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN
Compared to China, India has geographical and strategic advantages in the 10
such as geographical proximity to maritime trade route. The IOR is extremely

important for India due to various reasons:

e Its dependence on imported oil and gas trade,
e Ensure energy security,
e Coping with contemporary and regional security challenges,

e Conducting more active policies to protect its strategic interests,

First is its dependence on imported oil and gas trade. India is located on the
world’s busiest trade route (Africa, Europe, West Asia, Central Asia, ASEAN and
Australian trade route). Nearly seventy percent of India’s oil is supplied from West
Asia. For this reason, India is heavily dependent on this important trade route in the
10.

Second is the energy security. Energy security is India’s prime concern in the
IOR. It is vital for the Indian economy to keep the SLOCs open and safe in the 10
that continues its upsurge. India concerned about the piracy disruption of the energy
trade route through the sea-lanes, especially in the Strait of Malacca and in the Gulf
of Aden because of increasing threats of terrorism like the 26/11° Mumbai

attacks. '3

Third is coping with contemporary and regional security challenges. India is
geographically open to all kinds of threats because of its the long coastline, porous
nature of its borders, including maritime piracy, terrorist attacks, income inequality,
border disputes between India and its neighbors and organized crime that emerged

from the lack of order, weaker governments and economic underdevelopment.

131 The 2008 Mumbai (Bombay) attacks that took place in November 2008, were a series of offences.
These offences were carried out by Lashkar-e-Taibalashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), which is a militant
organization based in Pakistan. It was founded in 1990 by Hafiz Mohammed Saeed. The group has
repeatedly claimed through its journals and websites that its main aim is to destroy the Indian republic
and to annihilate Hinduism and Judaism.
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Fourth is conducting more active policies to protect its strategic interests in
the 10. Indian relations with South Asian and the Middle Eastern countries are
largely based on the ocean economy. Moreover, the 10 has rich marine and energy
sources, such as manganese nodules, fisheries, algae and sea weeds. Since the 10 is
geographically very close to rich energy resources, India wants to take advantage of
geographical location of the 10. Therefore, India has invested huge sums to develop
ports for strategic purposes. The Mumbai attack and the ocean piracy have propelled
India to take control of the 10 through individual and multilateral naval exercises.
Mumbai Attack and ocean piracy have made India be aware of the significance of

controlling neighboring oceans through individual and multilateral naval exercises.

Since China is building ports in Gwadar, Hambantota, Chittagong and the
littoral states namely Sri Lanka, Maldives, these initiatives are considered by India as
an important strategic loss. India perceived these Chinese initiatives in its own area
as a threat for its national security. For this reason, India strengthens its naval force
assigned to control over the 10. Today, IN is a blue-water navy'** with sizable force
projection capabilities. It can be seen as a net security provider in the 10R. Apart
from these, India has recently signed a strategic level partnership defense
cooperation agreement with the USA, Japan, Israel and Australia. India has also
developed close relations with the Southeast Asian states, so-called India’s “Look
East” policy. With such initiatives, India intends to protect its strategic interests in
the IOR.

4.1. Energy Dependence on Imported Oil and Gas
After having a rapid rise in economic reforms in early 1990s, the Indian
economy has made major investments in industrial production to sustain its recent

economic growth.*®

A fast rising trend indicator of the Indian economy make India
achieve national goal of becoming a world power.** This leads to more energy
consumption in India than ever before and made India dependent on energy. India

imports nearly seventy percent of its energy and most of these are provided by the

132 «A blue-water navy” is a maritime force capable of operating globally; essentially across the deep
waters of open oceans.

133 \Weimar, op.cit.,“Sino-Indian power preponderance in maritime Asia:”, p.16.

134 Chunhao, op.cit., “US—India—China relations”, p.632.
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Gulf States so that it must indispensably use maritime transportation for this energy

import.

Rising energy demand has drawn attention to the importance of energy
security. Increasing dependence on imported oil in India has been an issue of concern
for India. India’s annual energy requirement has increased by about seven percent.
This is considered as a worrying situation. This is due to the fact that annual energy

demand increases by about seven percent.'*®

Annual energy production of India is
only two point three percent of world energy production, whereas annual energy

consumption is three point three percent of world energy supply.®

Table 7: India’s Top 10 Imports (subcategories of fossil fuel-related products)

Crude oil US$72.3 billion
Coal, solid fuels made from coal $14.1 billion
Processed petroleum oils $4 billion
Petroleum oil residues $1.4 billion
Coke, semi-coke: $521.4 million $521.4 million
Coal tar oils (high temperature distillation) $161.6 million
Petroleum jelly, mineral waxes $129.3 million
Electrical energy $42.3 million
Tar pitch, coke $16.5 million

Source: http://www.worldstopexports.com/indias-top-10-imports/

Reference to the IEA, based on growth rates, India is expected to invest $ 800
billion by 2030 for this growing demand.**’As a result, India is modernizing its navy
and increasing its military strength to secure not only its trade routes but also those of
other countries in the region. This topic will be examined in more detail in the next

chapter. According to the Indian Army Doctrine;

13 International Energy Agency, op.cit., “World Outlook Energy 2015”.
136 B

Ibid.
7 Ibid.
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“By virtue of her size and strategic location in the IOR, India is expected to

play her rightful role to ensure peace and stability in it.

4.2. Ensuring Open and Safe Choke Points for Energy Security

The 10 is surrounded by land rim on three sides and access to the region is
provided with a few narrow passes vital for all countries in the region. Sustaining
economic growth is crucial for all littoral states in the 10. The maritime trade route
from the Middle East through the 10 to the SCS is a substantial way for the
prosperity of regional states, India needs secure and open maritime trade routes to

sustain its economic growth and achieve regional dominance.

Nearly, two-thirds of the world’s oil shipments, one-third of bulk cargo traffic
and half of the world’s container shipments are conveyed through trade route from
Middle East to the SCS through the 10.*® Within India’s Maritime Military Strategy,
the choke points passing through the 10, principally the Strait of Malacca, the Strait
of Hormuz, the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb and the Cape of Good Hope, occupy top

priority for India.'*°

The most important choke point in the region is the Strait of Malacca.
Malacca is preferred by countries of the region because of its short-distance and its
many highly reliable navigational aids.*** India is actively pursuing an active foreign
policy to prevent economic and political losses that may occur in the face of any
unforeseeable blockage. India has already an active military presence to control the
crossing points in the region. Within this context, Andaman and Nicobar Islands are
hosting India’s only Tri-service Theater Command of the Indian Armed Forces. It
was established in 2001 to safeguard India’s strategic interests in Southeast Asia and
the Strait of Malacca, and is strategically very important for India. Regarding the
Strait of Malacca, India’s position on Nicobar and Andaman Islands offers rapid

access to the northern parts of the Strait and gives immediate intervention in the

1% Command, H. A. T. (2004). Indian Army Doctrine, p.6, https://www.files. ethz.ch
[isn/157030/India %202004.pdf, Accessed on: 01.01.2017.

139 Navy, 1. (2004). Indian maritime doctrine. New Delhi: Ministry of Defense.

0 Navy, 1. (2007). Freedom to use the seas: India’s maritime military strategy. New Delhi: Integrated
HQ Ministry of Defence (Navy).

11 Mokhzani Zubir and Mohd Nizam Basiron, “The Strait of Malacca: the Rise of China, America’s
Intentions and the Dilemma of the Littoral States”, Maritime Studies 2005.141 (2005): 24-26.
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event of a potential blockage. According to news of Sputnik,'*? India is planning to
build a sea bed-based surveillance sensor line to track submarines or sea ships
patrolling the SCS and the IOR.**

Since the end of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars, the IN has been carried out
escort duty during the passage of American vessels through the Strait of Malacca.
India has performed collective exercises and friendly deployments with Malaysia,
Singapore and Indonesia over the Strait of Malacca. It has also been continuously
deploying its warships in the SCS since 2000 and this enhances its influence in the

region.

Regarding the Strait of Hormuz, India has developed close military
cooperation and defense agreements with Oman since 2003, involving training, joint
exercises, maritime security cooperation, as well as right of using the Thumrait air

base for transit purposes and berthing facilities.**

Another security agreement has
developed with Qatar in 2008, that includes maritime security, intelligence sharing

and defense cooperation.**

As for the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb, it is also important to reach the Red Sea
and beyond for the Indian Navy. India has been involved in several initiatives
because of its strategic position. These are joint exercises with France in 2005 and
2007, Russia in 2009 in the Gulf of Aden and a continuing naval presence against
piracy attacks off the Somali coast in 2008.** India enhanced its military links in
2001 with the South African states by signing defense cooperation agreements to

ensure the security of Cape of Good Hope.

Considering the activities of these transit passage points in India, it is
understood that India is determined to keep the Straits open and secure to take
control of them unilaterally. At the same time, India’s activities in the region will

enable it not to allow China to have an easy access to the 10

12 Sputnik, a major new media brand with modern multimedia centers in dozens of countries, was
launched on November 10, 2014.
143 http://sptnkne.ws/cnsA, Accessed on: 19.10.2016.
%4 David Scott, “India's Aspirations and Strategy for the Indian Ocean—Securing the Waves?”,
Journal of Strategic Studies, 36.4, (2013): 484-511.
145 H
Ibid.
' Ibid.
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4.3. Coping with Contemporary Regional Security Challenges

In recent years, rapid rise in human trafficking, smuggling of illicit goods and
materials, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, piracy and maritime
terrorism make the situation in the IOR more complicated. Maritime piracy is at the
forefront of these security problems, which have a negative spillover effect on
maritime trade. Piracy has been a serious threat to international maritime trade since
the early 21st century. The threat of piracy, which has been brought to the world
agenda in recent years with pirates of Somalia, began to emerge in the 10. Piracy has
become a primary security issue that adversely affects the intensive maritime trade in
the 10. According to OBP data, in 2015, the total cost of Somalian piracy in the West
India, amounted to $ 1.5 million.**’ The attacks on shipping vessels passing through
the Strait of Malacca reached record of 157 incidents in 2004 and the Strait of
Malacca began to be accepted as the world’s most dangerous pirate hotspot by the
IMB.®

A wide range of initiatives have been launched over the years to compete
with maritime piracy between Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore in the Strait of
Malacca region. Moreover, a number of bilateral and trilateral agreements have been
implemented over the years to draw attention of the seriousness of security in the
Strait of Malacca and combat maritime crime with cooperative efforts. Some of the
partnership initiatives undertaken by the countries of the region in this process are

listed below.

e The Five Power Defense Agreement (1971) (Member parties are
Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore and the U.K.),

e The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982),

e The Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety
of Maritime Navigation (1988),

e Japan-Proposed Regional Coast Guards (1999),

e The Shangri-La Dialogue (2002),

Y7 «Oceans Beyond Piracy”, The State of Maritime Piracy 2015 (Denver, CO: One Earth Future
Foundation, 2016), Tuesday, 3 May 2016 — London, http://obp.ngo/reports/sop2015, Accessed on: 28.
11.2016.
148 Ibid.
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e MALSINDO & the Eye in the Sky Initiative (2004/2005),
e The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed
Robbery against Ships in Asia (2006).**°

Another serious security challenge in the region is terrorism. For example, the
26/11 attacks in Mumbai that took place in 2004 and the attacks on USS Cole and
French Tanker Limburg in the Gulf of Aden have been incidents of maritime
terrorism that caused great repercussions in the world.*® Although India has made an
afford to overcome regional and global security concerns through military
modernization, maritime security and nuclear policies, its domestic security concerns

are still considered as serious issues for India.>*

With the liberalization of Indian economy after 1991, Indian economy has
experienced a rapid economic growth. While this situation leads to further expansion
of the existing gap between social groups, poverty has remained a major problem for
India. The unexpected economic growth stemming from a more market-oriented
economic policy in the 1980s and economic liberalization in the 1990s resulted in
income inequality among different social groups. This also resulted in uprisings of
the indigenous people. Today, while millions of Indians are fighting for survival
under starvation limit, a majority of people in the country are enjoying very

prosperous life.

According to a report by Johannesburg-based wealth research firm New
World Wealth; although India is among the 10 richest countries in the world with a
total individual wealth of $5,600 billion, it is the second most ‘unequal’ country in
the world after Russia.">? Almost one-fifth of the world’s population has been living
together with a common culture and religion for many years in South Asian
countries. But those countries have also faced regional problems. Despite having

common values, they are not able to act together. The countries in the South Asia are

9 “Threat ConvergenceTransnational Security Threats in the Straits of Malacca”, http://library.
fundforpeace.org /library/ttcvr1213-threatconvergence-malaccastraits-08e.pdf, Accessed on: 12.12.
2016.
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151 Aditi Chatterjee, “Non-traditional maritime security threats in the IOR”, Maritime Affairs: Journal
of the National Maritime Foundation of India, 10.2, (2014): 77-95.
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million aires-most-unequal-country-after-russia-report-3013286/, Accessed on: 02.01.2017.


http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/indias-54-per-cent-wealth-controlled-by-million%20aires-most-unequal-country-after-russia-report-3013286/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/indias-54-per-cent-wealth-controlled-by-million%20aires-most-unequal-country-after-russia-report-3013286/

50

facing with major challenges such as political and economic instability. India’s
desire to become dominant power in the region and attempt to take its neighbors

under control led the other states in the region to live in isolation.

Another regional security challenge that India has to tackle with is the
territorial disputes with its neighbors, such as Kashmir and Siachen with Pakistan
and Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin with China. Today, there is still a continuing
tension between the states in the disputed territories with regard to the use of natural
resources. Many illegal organizations that emerged from the lack of order, weaker
governments and economic underdevelopment can be considered as any other
important security problems in the region. These are Naxalite—Maoists called the
PLGA, Tamil Tigers, Eelam People’s Democratic Party, Tamil Makkal Viduthalai
Pulikal Peoples’ Aman Committee, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, Muttahida Qaumi

Movement and ISI involvement with drugs.

4.4. Conducting More Active Policies to Protect its Strategic Interests

India, carrying out a policy of neutrality from its independence to the end of
the Cold War period, began to carry out more active policy to protect its strategic
interests in parallel with the change in the global balance of power since the end of
the Cold War. As a part of this active policy, India has improved its relations with its
neighbors, reestablished its maritime strategy and take steps to become global power

by taking initiatives in countries beyond its borders.

4.4.1. Growing Bilateral Relations between India and its Immediate
Neighbors (China, Pakistan, Others)

India, seeking to be the dominant power in the Indian Ocean region, is
looking for ways to improve bilateral relations with its neighbors. In this way, India
aims to solve the existing problems with its neighbors, China, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Nepal and to provide stability in the region. Of course, the most
important thing is to correct relations with Pakistan.
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4.4.1.1. Sino-Indian Relations

India and China relations have been tough throughout their history. China’s
occupation of Tibet in 1950 created a potential security threat for India. Chinese
economic and social policies in this region led to riots among the Tibetans. After the
riot, Dalai Lama and many of his followers had to leave Tibet.®® In 1959, India

granted asylum to Dalai Lama and many of his followers.***

Relations that have strained in the mid-1950s turned into a complete war in
1962.2° The 1962 Indo-Chinese War, which originated from the border dispute,
ended with some concessions in both countries, but the effects of the war continued
until today. Relations between India and China have been distant for a long time due
to the negative atmosphere created by this war. In fact, these two countries have
great similarities in many respects, like having the first and second largest
populations in the world that causes serious socio-economic problems. In addition to
that, especially after the Cold War, both countries have been trying to grow

economically and have an ambition of dominant powers in their regions.

The primary national interests of India and China are the continuity of
government, the well-being of their people, protecting sovereignty, territorial
integrity, security and economic interests. Both of these countries give great
importance to economic development and produce similar goods. They are
dependent on the foreign energy sources to meet their energy needs, and this resulted
in a serious competition between the two countries in Asia-Pacific, the Middle East
and Africa.

The most obvious and important problems between India and China are
border disputes. India wants to keep its border with British colonial rule (McMahon
Line)*®®, while China defends its historical boundaries. For this reason, there is
continuous debate over the long border zone between China and India. (Figure 9)
The eastern part of India, Arunachal Pradesh, Kaurik, Shipki La, Jadh and Lapthal

153 Mansingh, op.cit., “India and China”, p.48.
154 H
Ibid.
' Ipid.
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treaty between Britain and Tibet signed in 1914.
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regions and Aksai Chin region are the main disputed border regions. Moreover,
friendship and strategic relations between China and Pakistan threaten India’s
national security and the desire for dominance in South Asia. Former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Lal Nehru (1889-1964) clearly revealed the strategy of becoming a

powerful country in the Indian subcontinent.™’

According to him, “India, constituted
as she is, cannot play a secondary part in the world. She will either count for a great
deal or not count at all. No middle position attracted me. Nor did | think any

intermediate position feasible.”**®

Although India has put economic reforms in the practice shortly after China,
it is still far behind China. India and China are also members of many international
and regional economic organizations, including ASEAN Regional Forum, East Asia
Summit, BCIM association, trilateral meetings (Russia, BRIC, and the G20), and the
UN." Another bone of contention between two regional powers is China’s ‘string of
pearls’ strategy to constrain India’s freedom of movement in South Asia. China’s
numerous investments in building up port facilities in the 10 have been serious
attempts to neutralize Indian influence in the region.'®® China’s increasing substantial
trading relationships with India’s neighbors and China’s penetration in India’s
neighborhood, by using its booming exports and hunger for international markets
have led India to recalibrate its foreign policy.*® In this context, India is seeking
ways to weaken China's influence over its immediate neighbors Pakistan, Sri Lanka,

Bangladesh and Nepal

4.4.1.2. Indo-Pak Relations

Indo-Pak relations have been on bad terms since their independence.
Continuous tension in between is one of the most important problems in South Asia.
This tension led to four major wars (1948, 1965 and 1971 over Kashmir and 1999 in
Kargil) and numerous small scale incidents. These two countries have even

137 Jawaharlal Nehru, “The Discovery of India”, New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund, Teen
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threatened to use nuclear weapons against one another in this process. The Kashmir
issue is the most important problem between the two countries. It is also one of the

most important perennial territorial disputes in the world today.

In the course of the Cold War, India preferred to remain neutral and non-
aligned for a long time while Pakistan was the ally of the USA and China, but it
eventually became the ally of the Soviet Union.'®? At that time, China and the USA
gave a great deal of foreign military and economic aid to Pakistan. Especially the
alliance, which extends to the strategic partnership between Pakistan and China, has
led to a growing concern in India. The transfer of nuclear weapons technology and
missile systems from China to Pakistan has evoked serious fear on Indians.

The mutual nuclear tests were carried out successively by two countries in
1998 and with the Kargil war in 1999, and therefore, the tension between the two
countries reached the highest level. Thanks to China’s and the US more balanced
approach to both sides, the war was not progressed further. After the war, peace
initiatives with Pakistan were undertaken by Indian prime ministers Atal Bihari
Vajpayee (1998-2004), Manmohan Singh (2004-2014) and Narendra Damodardas
Modi (since 2014). But these initiatives failed due to domestic pressure in India and
the deadly Mumbai terrorist attacks in 2008.1%% In every negative event, countries
accused each other and tried to justify themselves by trying to take support of
international community. Owing to hostile relationship between the two countries,

they had to earmark the bulk of their budget for the war industry.*®

Both states keep on investing a large amount of their money on weapons from
the USA, China, Russia, Sweden and France.’® India-Pakistan relations go to a
very critical balance, which has a negative effect on stability in the region. One of the
reasons for the so-called tensions of India-Pakistan relations is the military and
economic support that China gives to Pakistan. Therefore, India chose to reorganize

relations with China to weaken the alliance between China and Pakistan. China is on

162 Rohan Mukherjee and David M. Malone, “Indian foreign policy and contemporary security
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the one hand seen as a very important trading partner for India, on the other hand, as

a dangerous actor, which is an obstacle to being a dominant power.

4.4.1.3. India’s Relationships with Other Immediate Neighbors (Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal)

India’s relationships with other nations in its region are far from settled.
India’s dominant status or at least its perceived aspiration creates threat perceptions
among its smaller neighbors. Despite their small and weak status, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Nepal, which shares a common culture, religion and history with

India, are very significant for India.

But, the policy that India applied in the region in order to become a dominant
power are perceived by these small neighbors as a threat to their national security.
Thus, there is a lack of confidence between these countries and India. For example,
although India has undertaken a mediation role as an effective regional power in the
Tamil issue, it was not welcomed by the Sri Lankan government, due to the fact that
India provides a shelter to LTTE terrorist organization on its own territory. India has
recognized the strategic importance of Sri Lankan for itself in recent years and begun
to give economic and military assistance to this country to carry the relationship in
between to the higher levels.

Bangladesh is one of the neighbors that India has been experiencing a tense
relationship with. India supported Bangladesh in 1971 during Bangladesh War of
Independence, to facilitate separation of Pakistan. Then, under the pretext of some of
Hindu refugees, India directly intervened with Bangladesh. In addition, after the war,
India built a dam on the Ganges River and transferred half of the river’s water to
another part of the region. Therefore, this issue caused a drought in North
Bangladesh This situation caused reaction of Bangladeshi people and aroused hatred
towards India. Bangladesh naturally perceived all of these incidents as a hostile
attitude. The growing Chinese influence on Bangladesh obliges India to improve its
existing relations with Bangladesh. In this context, India is seeking ways to solve all

problems, especially the water problem, between Bangladesh.
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And, the last issue to be addressed in this section is the relations between
India and Nepal. Nepal is a country that cannot be shared between India and China
due to its strategic location. Because of that, both countries are rivaling to establish
influence on Nepal. Despite the pressures of the Indian government on Nepal, its
decision to launch diplomatic relations with China, Pakistan and other countries in
the region led India to impose an economic embargo on this country. The resistance
of Nepal against the Indian pressure has resulted in a deterioration of relations
between the two countries. Moreover, the fact that the Nepal-Indian border remains
open is accompanied by problems such as human trafficking, illegal migration and
drug trafficking. India provides Nepal with economic assistance to solve the
problems in between. But at the same time, relations between India and Nepal

supported by China are constantly tense.

Today, these three countries are continuing military and economic relations
with China and that is observed by India with great concern. India is intensely
striving to overcome these fears and solve current problems with immediate

neighbors.

4.4.2. Indian Maritime Strategy

The theory of maritime hegemony of Alfred T. Mahan has a very important
place in the Indian maritime strategy. Mahan stated that the most important, or even
the only, condition of dominating the world can be achieved by controlling important
trade routes in the seas.’®® According to Mahan, the island countries have a great
advantage over the mainland countries, but coastal states having long coastlines and
major ports were as advantageous as the island states.'®’” Mahan also stated that a
continental state has to defend the country against the threats both from its immediate
neighbors by establishing a strong army and from the sea by establishing a large

navy.®®

166 Alfred Thayer Mahan, “The influence of sea power upon history, 1660-/783”, Read Books Ltd,
2013.

167 Ibid,

1%8 Michael PM Finch, “Edward Mead Earle and the Unfinished Makers of Modern Strategy”, Journal
of Military History, 80.3 (2016).
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David Scott, in his article, stated that India is carrying out a six-fold maritime
strategy and this strategy consists of increasing its naval spending, strengthening its
infrastructure, increasing its naval capabilities, active maritime diplomacy, exercising
in the 10 and keeping open the choke points.'®® India is necessarily adopting the idea
of increasing and strengthening an all-round balanced naval capability to balance
against rising China, threatening Pakistan and coping with contemporary non-
traditional threats.'”® However, India comes up against not only internal but also
external challenges. Internally, India is anxious about the expenditure on the defense
industry for strengthening its Naval Force that will later result in budget deficit.*"*
Externally, Indian influence in the IOR, which seems favorable, is perceived as a

growing challenge by China and Pakistan.*"®

When Indian Maritime Strategies are examined, it is seen that the 1998 Indian
Naval Defense Strategy was defense-based and limited in capacity,’”® but the 2004
Indian Maritime Doctrine appeared to be a more aggressive and influential
dimension to continue to impact on the entire the 10.** According to Scott, this
Indian Maritime Doctrine was so assertive that it contained dynamics that could react

instantly in the event of any threats that could occur in the region.

The 2007 Indian Maritime Military Strategy covers 2007-2022 periods.
According to many writers, Indian maritime military power has restructured and
made more powerful by the doctrine.'”™ This strategy also mentions the close
resemblance between Indian naval diplomacy and Alfred T. Mahan’s maritime
power framework. With this strategy, India has extended its defense strategy within
the scope of its strategic interests throughout the entire ocean instead of coastal

defense.

As a result, considering all Indian Maritime Strategies, it is clearly seen that
India considers being the dominant force in its region as its basic objective. For this

189 Seott, op.cit., “India's Aspirations”, p.498.
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reason, it is clear that any Chinese initiative in the 10 will be counterbalanced by
India. Many Indians think that the Chinese dominance in the 10 is unacceptable.
India believes that the effective Indian national maritime security strategy that
reinforced by domestic technology and maritime industry will bring synergy to all

countries in the region.

4.4.3. Indian Active Foreign Policy in its Near Abroad

The change in Indian economic orientation and foreign policy with the end of
the Cold War in the early 1990s is seen as a turning point in Indian history. The
Indian socialist economy, which has been struggled for a long time with poor fiscal
management, serious budget and payment deficits, has undergone major economic

reforms initiated by Finance Minister, Manmohan Singh.*"®

Indeed, India has been perceived as a regional power or a dominating power
by South Asian countries since its independence in 1947 in terms of economic,
regional, demographic and military power. Nevertheless, despite this superiority in
the region, India has not been able to use this power sufficiently in foreign policy.
Moreover, it has been trying to establish a sphere of influence in its neighborhood for
years to ensure national security and protect its national interests. After economic

liberalization in 1991, India started to extend these efforts to all around the world.

In the post-Cold War era, India started to pursue a pro-active foreign policy
and established many agreements and partnerships to have a say in both regional and
global arena. Some of those are as follows:

e “Look East” policy,

e A major defense relationship with Israel,

e Energy diplomacy with Arab countries and Iran,

e Adoption of US nuclear missile defense program (2001),
e Support for the US invasion of Afghanistan (2002),

e And the Indian-US nuclear cooperation agreements of 2005 and 2008.%"
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Sino-Indian relation that had been peaceful until the 1950s, deteriorated due
to the debate on the borders. With the border conflict in 1962 their relations were
seriously deteriorated and in this process, China chose to plunge its relations with
India to the lowest level and began to support separatist militant groups in India’s
northeast.'” China has provided economic assistance to neighboring countries of
India, aiming to create its own sphere of influence in the region, as the so-called
“string of pearls.” For this reason, India could not pursue an effective policy even in

its own region.

Indian active foreign policy, which started with the economic liberalization,
has evolved to take an aggressive manner just after the Chinese military and
economic aids to South Asian countries. Thus, India has developed a variety of
security cooperation with most of its neighbors, including military cooperation and
staff training.'”® Myanmar, which has a very important geopolitical position in the
IO, causes a controversy between hegemony-seeking powers in region, India and
China. India and Myanmar have shared not only a border of 1643 km, but also shared

common historical, cultural and religious bonds.**

After the Chinese initiatives in the IOR to secure its own national strategic
interests, India has changed its neighborhood policy. For example, India cooperated
with Myanmar in 1991 to increase co-operation and prevent “illegal and insurgent
activities” and expand border trade through two trading posts with an India—
Myanmar Trade Treaty. Since then, Myanmar has become an indispensable partner
for India. Because the geopolitical position of the Myanmar has been very significant
for protecting Indian security interests in the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands. Furthermore, Myanmar has a crucial place in India’s “Look East”

policy.

178 1hid.
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In addition to the ‘China factor’ being on the East Asia transit line, being an
important partner for stabilizing the problems in the India’s north-east and having
rich underground natural resources make Myanmar indispensable in Indian foreign
policy. ™
goal of regional leadership.

Myanmar has also become a strategic key element for India to achieve its

India has conducted military operations against militant groups in its
northeast, along with Bhutan and Myanmar. Myanmar has seen by India not only as
a trading partner, but also as an indispensable partner neutralize Chinese influence in
the region. Therefore, India has cooperated with Myanmar to eliminate the separatist
militant groups in its northeast. BIMSTEC and ASEAN have also contributed to the

development of relations between the two countries.'®?

Sri Lanka, with its geographical proximity and common economic, cultural
and historical ties with India, is another important Indian neighbor. After gaining its
independence from the UK in 1948, the civil war between the Tamil rebels and the
government of Sri Lanka lasted about 60 years and ended in 2009 with government’s
military operation. In this process, India intervened in this internal conflict as a
regional power. After the civil war, thousands of Tamils were exiled to India and
today they have to live in Tamil Nadu province, south of India.

Although Sri Lanka is an unstable country today, it is an important
accommodation facility on the world’s busiest sea trade route in terms of its
geographical location. This makes Sri Lanka a center of interest for other forces,
which have strategic interests in the region. For example, China grants special
importance to Sri Lanka, because of its strategic location on its energy trade route.
Furthermore, Sri Lanka has a vital importance for China in the policy of containing
India. In addition, China aims to build a permanent presence in Sri Lanka by
increasing the investments in the country, which takes advantage of Sri Lankan
problems with India. In this context, bilateral agreements have been made between

two countries and Sri Lanka has received economic and development assistance from
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China. With development of Hambantota port in Sri Lanka, China aims to achieve a

significant gain in the region.

Sri Lanka also occupies a significant place in Indian foreign policy.
According to Indian analysts, Chinese initiatives in Sri Lanka are efforts for
containing India strategically. These initiatives have prompted India to take urgent
measures. Then so, India has established strong relationship with Sri Lanka. India
supplied economic aid to Sri Lanka for the disaster relief in the aftermath of the 2004
tsunami and the reconstruction of the country. This assistance has made a significant
contribution to the development of relations between the two countries. Moreover,
India signed a FTA and CEPA with Sri Lanka to consolidate Sri Lankan economy
and to increase bilateral trade between India and Sri Lanka.'® In addition to defense
cooperation, intelligence sharing, modifying a warship and supplying defense
equipment were constituted between the two countries. Both countries have also
carried out joint military exercises every year such as India-Sri Lanka Joint Military
Exercise ‘MITRA SHAKTI, a series of bilateral exercises, which started in 2013.1%*

Table 8: India-Sri Lanka Merchandise Trade, 2000-2012

Year Sri Lanka
Exports to Imports from Share of Exports to | Import:Export

India ($ India ($ total exports | ($ million) Ratio

million) million) (%)
2000 58 600 1.0 9.0 10.3:1
2001 72 601 15 10.5 8.4:1
2002 170 832 3.6 13.8 5.0:1
2003 245 1,076 4.6 16.1 4.4:1
2004 391 1,439 6.8 18.0 3.7:1
2005 566 1,835 8.9 20.7 3.2:1
2006 489 2,173 7.1 21.2 4.4:1
2007 515 2,610 6.7 23.1 51:1
2008 418 3,447 5.2 24.5 8.2:1
2009 322 1,820 4.5 17.8 5.7:1
2010 474 2,570 5.6 19.0 5.4:1
2011 519 4,431 4.9 21.9 8.5:1
2012 567 3,640 5.8 19.0 6.4:1
'3 Ipid.
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Source: Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report, Various Issues

Bangladesh, one of the poorest countries in the world is also known as East
Pakistan. It was gained its independence from Pakistan in 1971 after the bloody civil
war. Bangladesh, which has experienced military coups, interim governments,
extraordinary situations and tutelage of certain actors / families, is not able to get rid
of the political tension. Bangladeshi politics is characterized with a serious
polarization. Despite all this, Bangladesh, which is on the transit passage point with
its important geographical location, is an unshareable country between China and
India.

For China, Bangladesh is of great value in keeping India under pressure in the
context of China’s South Asia policy. Bangladesh meets a large proportion of its
military equipment from China. According to the SIPRI, China has supplied military
equipment to Bangladesh since 2010, including maritime patrol vessels, corvettes,
tanks and fighter jets, surface-to-air and anti-ship missiles. China also provides
substantial economic support to Bangladesh, for the construction of the port of
Chittagong Port.’® This increasing economic and military rapprochement between
China and Bangladesh has greatly raised apprehensions in India and this situation led

to Indian pursuit of an active foreign policy towards Bangladesh.

India and Bangladesh apart from land boundary disputes have other
contentious issues, such as the Teesta water agreement, infiltration, smuggling and
border crimes, insurgency and territorial waters dispute. The Teesta water agreement
is now a major political problem between India and Bangladesh. Water related issues
in Bangladesh are flood, river erosion, tidal surge, flash flood etc. In every year,
owing to all these hazards, people rush to cities for their livelihood. Some parts of
this population crosses over into India through porous borders.

Illegal migration is a long standing sensitive issue for India. lllegal migration
from Bangladesh has been seen as a threat to India’s internal security. The rise of
insurgent groups in the north-east, because of the issue of illegal immigration from

Bangladesh is another concern for India. Smuggling and border crimes are
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significant problems between two countries. Due to being used as a transit passage
point by drug dealers and the drug mafia to different destinations, Bangladesh is seen
increasingly as a threat to India’s internal security. Insurgency has been playing the
role in straining Indian- Bangladeshi relations. Northeast India has been facing
insurgency groups, such as NLFT, ULFA and NDFM. %

The sovereignty over the island nation-South Talpatty in Bangladesh and
Purbasha in India is an unsolved territorial dispute between two countries. These
islands were spotted by a satellite picture in 1975 in the estuary of Haribhanga
River on the border of the these two countries.®” Thus, in order to settle the
dispute, Bangladesh proposed sending of Indo- Bangladesh team to determine the
flow of channels of the river on the basis of existing International Law of the
Sea.’® But the Indian counterpart sent forces to lay claims by stationing naval
troops on the island in 1981."* India’s North-eastern states cannot be easily
accessed from the mainland without Bangladeshi cooperation, so having friendly

relations with Bangladesh is in the interests of India in every respect.'®

From an economic point of view, India and Bangladesh signed an agreement
on the “East Corridor Pipeline” in 2004 to carry Myanmar’s gas to India over
Bangladesh. On the visit of the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015, these
two sides signed an agreement to let Indian cargo vessels use Chittagong port.'**
Another agreement was signed between BPC and the IOC in April 2016 to jointly

build a LPG terminal plant in Chittagong port city.*** The BBIN corridor is another

% The National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) is a militant organization that seeks to
secede from India and establish an independent state. The United Liberation Front of Assam
(ULFA) is a separatist group from Assam, India seeking to establish a sovereign territory via an armed
struggle. National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFM) is a major insurgent group, which seeks to
obtain a sovereign Bodoland for the Bodo people in Assam, Northeast India.

187 piyali Dutta, "India-Bangladesh Relations.” IPCS Special Report. New Delhi: Institue of Peace and
Conflict Studies (IPCS) (2010).
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1% Dhrubajyoti Bhattacharjee, “India’s Vision on Act East Policy”, ICWA at the National Seminar on
“India's Act East Policy: Problems and Prospects in North East India” at Imphal, Manipur, (2016).
http: //www.icwa.in/pdfs/ssreports/2014/eventreportpapermanipur29jan2016.pdf. Accessed on: 11. 10.
2016.

191 http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/china-bangladesh-pledge-deeper-military-cooperation/, Accessed
0n:19.10.2016.
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Indian and Bangladeshi common initiative to improve the connection between them

and with other South Asian countries.**?

Pakistan is of the countries at the top where India has the most problems.
Since the independence and the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947, these two
South Asian countries have fought four times (1947, 1965, 1971 and 1999) and have
experienced countless border conflicts. Nearly 1 million people lost their lives in the
conflicts between these two countries. The main reason of wars and conflicts is the
Kashmir Problem. Moreover, the nuclear race between the two countries is another

reason behind strained relationship between them.

When the current situation is examined, it can be seen that the Kashmir
Problem has not been solved yet and the relations have gone through war-oriented.
Since their establishment, both countries have blamed each other for feeding and
provoking radical elements on their territory. Increasing terrorist attacks, reciprocal
accusations and rapprochement between Pakistan and China have been other reasons
preventing the improvement of bilateral relations between India and Pakistan.
Especially the Gwadar port, which is jointly built by China and Pakistan, has been

perceived as an open threat by India.

According to Christian Wagner, China intends to open an alternative trade
route by building land corridor through Pakistan.’®* This is called as OBOR.*®
OBOR strengthens Pakistan’s position against India. It also offers China an
opportunity to reach the western part of the 10 directly rather than pass a large part
of the 10. Despite all these unfavorable developments, India is attempting to improve
relations with its eternal enemy, Pakistan. In this context, these two sides launched a
peace process in January 2004. India’s desire in this peace process is to prevent any
likelihood of military conflict, to find out a solution to Kashmir issue and to lay the
groundwork for the necessary stability on the way to pursue great-power status in

South Asia region and the world.'*®

' 1bid.

194 Christian Wagner, “The Role of India and China in South Asia”, Strategic Analysis, (2016): 1-14.
1% “OBOR” is China’s broadly sketched vision of how it plans to boost regional integration in its
wider neighbourhood.

1% Berlin. op.cit., “India in the Indian Ocean”.
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In South Asia, Chinese attempts to contain it and the problems with other
neighbors forced India to develop a more close relationship with other regional
countries, such as Iran. As opposed to Chinese economic and military assistance to
Pakistan, India has established a similar relationship with Iran. In fact, these two
countries have been in strong relations with each other in many respects such as
culture, language and other fields, since the times of the Mughals ruled India.'*’
After having a rapid rise in economic reforms in early 1990s, the relations between
the two countries peaked. Furthermore, Iran, which does not want to pursue an
external trade policy and is also dependent only on the west, tries to utilize its
growing relations with India to diversify its external trade policy. Iran expects to sell
its rich natural resources easily both to South Asia and Southeast Asia, thanks to its

cordial relations with India.

For India, this strong relationship is a long-term effective policy to access to
Central Asia for commercial trade. In fact, there were two reasons for India’s entry
into the development and restructuring of Iran's Chabadar port. One of them is to try
to increase trade with Central Asia, the other is to repay the port project that China
has started in Gwadar of Pakistan and if necessary to enclose it in this region. Since

Chabadar port'®®

is under the renovation, India makes use of the lIranian port;
Chabadar to contain Pakistan in the construction of the Pakistan-China co-built
Gwadar Port and at the same time India also wants to reduce Chinese influence in the
region. Another partnership has established between Iran and India on the North-
South Transportation Corridor, a project to link Mumbai via Bandar Abbas with
Europe, building a pipeline, which is 2,700-kilometer from Iran through Pakistan to

India.t®®

Indian connections with African states, including South Africa, Mozambique,
Tanzania, especially Mauritius and Seychelles, remained limited for a long time. But
today these links are increasing at the advanced level. Due to their strategic positions,

these countries have a very important place for India. Since 2003, India has played

197 H

Ibid.
198 «Chabahar” is situated on the Makran Coast of the Sistan and Baluchestan province of Iran and is
officially designated as a Free Trade and Industrial Zone by Iran's government. India has assisted in
development and construction of the Chabahar port.
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an active role in securing Mauritius’s special economic zone with its patrol missions.
India launched defense cooperation with Seychelles for training military personnel

and helping with donation of a Mauritius patrol vessel.

Indian-South African bilateral agreements and an India-Brazil-South African
trilateral initiative have gained momentum in recent years. Thanks to a combined
aviation exercise, carried out in late 2004 with the participation of Indian and African
counterparts, this relationship has moved to the level of partnership in the field of
security.?®® For instance, joint marine exercises were conducted by India and South

Africa on the African coast in the mid-2005.

During the visit of former Indian president A. P. J. Abdul Kalam to Tanzania
in 2004, an agreement was signed to train Tanzanian military personnel in India and
to deploy Indian naval vessels in Tanzanian ports.””* Mozambique and India have
agreed to continue the patrols of the Mozambican coasts, which were recently

launched during the 2003 African Union summit.?%?

Thus, the Indian intelligence has
taken an opportunity to monitor the activities of China and Pakistan closely in the
region. India has also agreed with Mozambique to prevent piracy and has settled a

listening post in Madagascar in 2007.2%

4.4.3.1. From “Look East” Policy to “Act East” Policy
India has begun to pursue an active foreign policy in the region extending
from the 10 to the SCS to ensure its national security and protect and take measures

against China.?*

Indian government launched the ‘Look East’ policy in the early
1990’s. This policy aims to shift India’s focus from the West to emerging markets in
South East Asia. In addition, India is targeting the economic development of the

northeast part of the country.

290 1hid.

201 “Indija to Train Tanzanian forces”, Indo-Asian News Service,(2004), www.hidustantimes.com.,
Accessed on: 11.09.2016.
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203 Crude Ranjit B. Rai, “China’s String of Pearls vs India’s Iron Curtain”, Indian Defence Review,
24.4, (20009).

204 \Weimar, op.cit.,“Sino-Indian power preponderance in maritime Asia:”, p.16.
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For India to boost its standing as a regional power, this policy envisaged
improvement of financial relations with Singapore, Vietnam and Indonesia.’®
However India has not searched for strategic partnerships neither in the East nor in
the Southeast Asia. India established a free trade area with ASEAN in 2010, to
consolidate the relations with regional multilateral organizations.””® To sustain
certain interests in the SCS region the IN regularly carries out operational cruises and
exercises with Vietnam, Singapore and the Philippines. This policy can be seen as
retaliation against Chinese footprints in the IOR. Recently, the SCS through the
Strait of Malacca has been the most compelling zone for India to achieve its foreign

policy goals.?”’

India’s “Look East” policy was initiated during the period of Narasimha Rao
in 1992 for better engagement with East Asian and south east Asian nations.
Throughout the years, India has not only developed broad financial and exchange
bonds, but also hold gradually strengthening security ties with various regional

countries.?®

Thanks to India’s ‘Look East’ policy, India has initiated maritime
activities with Singapore, Thailand and Indonesia. ASEAN member states and IN
have started to cooperate in policing the IOR to fight piracy, trafficking and other

threats.

During the post-Cold War, due to rising Chinese influence in the 10, East
Asia became one of the priorities of Indian foreign policy. India has also established
strategic alliances with many states, which consider China as a threat in the region,
such as the USA, Russia, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia and South Korea.?® India’s
“Look East” policy has initially aimed at economic liberalization, but has now turned
into an aggressive policy that extends to military partnerships. For example, in order
to improve military capabilities, especially navy, Vietnam cooperates with India.
India is planning to train Malaysia’s Su-30 pilots and the Singaporean troops on

205 Malone and Mukherjee, op.cit., “India and China: conflict”.p.147.

2% Hornat, op.cit., “The power triangle in the Indian Ocean”, p.13.

27 james R. Holmes, “Inside, outside: India's ‘exterior lines’ in the SCS”, Strategic Analysis, 36.3,
(2012): 358-363.
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Indian Territory by utilizing military stations and polygons.”*® IN ships now
routinely visit Southeast Asian countries (Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Cambodia, Burma, Laos, Brunei and Timor Leste). To protect the SLOC
from the SCS to Africa and the USA, India has also investigated ways to improve
relations with regional countries. In the face of China’s presence in South Asia and

the IOR, India is attempting to become dominant power in East Asia.

India’s increasing engagement with Vietnam is the most critical one. This
engagement aims to ensure sea lane security and prevent sea piracy in the region. In
this context, Vietnam has granted India the right to use the port of NH Tran.*
Chinese access to the 10 and the SCS is also common concern for both countries.*?
In terms of India’s strategic interests, it is important that Vietnam is one of the
strongest powers in the region. Thus, India will remain a supportive force in the
region and will gain an important position to restrict China. Another common
approach of Vietnam and India is to consolidate their ties with the USA to balance
China. Both countries are aware of the fact that the USA is the only power that can

compete with China.

Another noteworthy development is defense cooperation between India and
South Korea in the Asia—Pacific against China. In order to strengthen the defense
partnership between the two countries, a series of MOU signed in 2005 and 2006 in
the fields of industry and logistics.”*® Protecting the sea lines of communication in
the IOR is another common interest of the two countries. Hence, India has
participated in anti-piracy operations in the IOR and the Gulf of Aden with South

Korea.

Defense cooperation between India and Japan is growing. Securing the sea
lanes for their energy security is main concern of both countries. In this context, both
countries are jointly implementing a series of exercises, combating piracy, terrorism

and cooperating on disaster relief operations with other regional powers to increase
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bilateral ties in the maritime realm.?** Being allied with Japan, which has the
strongest Navy in Asia, is very important for India. At the same time, India is an

indispensable actor for the security of Japan’s energy trade route.

Another area of competition between India and China is Burma. Burma’s
Andaman sea coast is vital for both China’s and India’s energy trade security.
Because of that, India has taken over the rebuilding of Burma’s western Site port and
has been providing economic and military assistance to the ruling junta.?*> Due to
Chinese efforts to infiltrate Burma, the Indian government has been reluctant to end
economic and military aid despite internal and external criticisms.**® Burma is a very
important country for China, because it is the second largest trading partner and
almost the largest foreign investor of China. India’s economic relationship with
Burma is dominant in the public sector under expectation due to delays in
implementation and deficiencies in quality.”*” However, owing to delays in the
implementation of projects and the lack of coordination of its various

agencies/departments, the policy could not yield to desired output.

The government upgraded the “Look East” policy to the “Act East” policy in
2015. The main aim of this policy has been a more remarkable combination for
India’s economy for those developing economies of the East Asian Region. India’s
Act East Policy goes one step further and encourages a proactive role for India to
play in its eastern neighborhood. In order to balance China, Modi has committed
India not just to Look East but also to Act East policy while former prime ministers
had tried to build coalitions in the ‘Look East’ policy of the 1990s. India keeps on

extolling the ASEAN’s ‘anchor’ role in east Asia, but still aims to enter into

2% Indrani Bagchi, “Japan, India Can Restore Peace, Stability in Asia-Pacific Region”, Times of India,

28 (2012), http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Japan-India-can-restore-peace-stability-in-Asia-
Pacific-region/articleshow/12902448.cms, Accessed on: 03.01.2017.
215 Harsh V. Pant, “India in the Asia—Pacific: Rising ambitions with an eye on China”, Asia-Pacific
Review, 14.1, (2007): 54-71.
216 H
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partnership with selected regional powers, such as Japan, South Korea, Australia and
the USA.*'®

In summary, Southeast Asia has an important strategic location that connects
the 10 to the Pacific Ocean. The US pivot strategy to Asia re-emphasizes the
importance of the region in partnerships established by ASEAN members in a new
balance of power concept in Asia.?*® According to Manjeet Padres, as long as China
poses a threat to many countries increasingly, Southeast Asia will remain in a central
position and major powers will continue to compete for power to have a right to say
in the region.?® For example, India’s presence in Southeast Asia provides it an

opportunity to shape the emerging regional order in Asia.

28 ‘India is now the bright hope for sustaining Asian dynamism and prosperity: PM Modi in
Singapore’, Narendra Modi website, http://www.narendramodi.in/text-of-37th-singapore-lec
ture-india-s-singapore-story-by-prime-minister-during-his-visit-to-singapore--377134. Acces
sed on: 17.09.2016.
219 Manjeet S. Pardesi, “Is India a Great Power? Understanding Great Power Status in Contemporary
g%tellk;r_lgtional Relations”, Asian Security, 11.1, (2015): 1-30.
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CHAPTER 5
COUNTERING CHINESE STRING OF PEARLS

The crucial maritime link between the Middle East and Southeast Asian
countries is provided by the 10. This sea line of communication is vital to energy
security of South and South-East Asian countries, as 2/3 of the world’s oil is carried
through this route. However, this trade route lacks necessary infrastructures to handle

such traffic.

The proposed MSR or Strings of Pearls by China has demonstrated growing
political, economic and strategic might of China in Indo-Pacific region. MSR, which
was proposed by China primarily as an economic co-operation among ASEAN
nations, aimed to connect the port towns of China to the other ports in the 10, East
Africa and South East Asia. But later it was expanded to include several littoral
nations in the 10, such as Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Mauritius. MSR has now focused on building ports, storage areas and ensuring a free
trade agreement with the 10 countries including Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Bangladesh.
China’s primary expectations from MSR are to provide security to SLOCs in the
IOR, to access to the export markets, develop its western provinces and contain the
USA and India in the region. This project caused great excitement among the
countries of South Asia and South East Asia. However, China’s aspirations in the
SCS and the 10 aroused suspicion among its neighboring countries on the grounds

that it is beyond benign commercial intentions.

As for India, this is a very important situation. India is the predominant power
among the littoral state in the IOR. However, China’s “String of Pearls” strategy and
its close partnership with Pakistan have increased the tension in the region. Many
Indians think that China aims to contain India through the ‘String of Pearls’ and the
ports on this pearl would be used not only for economic purposes but also for
military purposes. For this reason, India is worried about the expansion of ‘String of
Pearls’. India decided to implement a balancing strategy to neutralize the Chinese
influence in the I0R. India’s balancing strategy is consisted of three stages. First

stage is ‘internal balancing’, using its internal dynamics, second stage is ‘external
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balancing’, through the help of the USA and Japan, third stage is ‘economic

balancing’, via maintaining better economic relations with its immediate neighbors.

Internal balancing strategy comprises of the modernization of the army,
increase in defense budget and the development of its maritime strategy. At first
glance, when compared to China, India’s maritime power may seem weak, but its
strategic location and friendly relations with its neighbors make it superior in the
region. India aims to upgrade its army capabilities and deploy them in the strategic
places in the region to reduce its military vulnerability. India is eager to modernize
its military strength and border infrastructure facilities through its own capabilities
and foreign assistance. Within this context, India has signed significant agreements
with US, Japanese, French and Israeli defense companies, such as Boeing,
Mitsubishi, Kawasaki, France’s Dassault Aviation and Israeli Aerospace Industries,
to upgrade its military capabilities. In addition, its defense spending has increased
substantially by 165.8 % after 1990.%%

As a part of external balancing, India establishes defense relations with the
USA, Japan, Russia and Israel and carries out a maritime diplomacy towards littoral
and island states in the IOR. Increasing Chinese presence in the 10 is a concern not
only for India but also for other powers such as the USA, Japan and some littoral
countries in the SCS including Indonesia, Vietnam and Malaysia. India signed
various defense cooperation agreements with the USA, Japan, Russia and Israel to
counter Chinese presence. India has also embarked frequent joint naval exercises and
joint security operations with littoral states and its neighbors such as MIiLAN??
whose participants are Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Brunei, Malaysia and
Australia , Indo Thai Coordinated Patrols with the participations of Thailand and

Joint exercise codenamed ‘Naseem Al Bahr’ with joining of Irag, Kuwait and Oman.

221 pjeter D. Wezeman, and Siemon Wezeman. “SIPRI Fact Sheet: Trends in International Arms
Transfers, 2014.” Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. http://books. sipri.
org/files/FS/SIPRIFS1503. pdf (2015), Accessed on: 12.11.2016.

222 «MILAN” is a biennial exercise of navies. India, Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, New Zealand, the Philippines, Seychelles,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Tanzaniaand Thailand participated in the six-day exercise, which began on
February 2014.
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Economic balancing is the last stage of Indian balancing strategy against the
rising Chinese influence in the 10. India undoubtedly enjoys superiority in the region
as it has very close and healthy strategic, economic and cultural relations with its
neighbors. India enhances its economic ties with neighbors through investments to
undermine Chinese economic clout. In this context, India has strengthened its
cooperation with South Asian neighbors within the framework of multilateral
regional initiatives like SAARC, BIMSTEC. In addition, India has carried out
comprehensive economic and strategic engagements with Vietnam, Philippines,
Mongolia and Japan, located at Chinese periphery to strengthen its regional

influence.

5.1. India’s Internal Balancing Strategy

China is focused on enhancing its influence on South Asian states, including
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, to ensure the secure energy and
trade flows from the Middle East and Africa. Furthermore, China seeks to contain
Indian power by building close ties with Pakistan and by helping Islamabad to

enhance its military capabilities.
China’s initiatives in the IOR are:

e Financing the building of a port and a modern transport system in Kenya

e Building of a deep seaport near the Hormuz entry point in Gadara,
Pakistan

¢ Involvement in the Hambantota harbor project in Sri Lanka

e Port development in Chittagong, Bangladesh

e Infrastructure development and investments in Sittwe, Coco, Hianggyi,
Khaukphyu, Mergui and Zadetkyi Kyun in Myanmar

e Investments in the Laem Chabang port, Thailand’s largest deep-water

port.??

China’s assistance to Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka is in the form of

defense technology collaborations and arms supplies. China is also engaging with the

223 Chris Devonshire-Ellis, “China’s string of pearls strategy”, China Briefing 18 (2009): 31. http:/
www.china-briefing.com/news/2009/03/18/china%E2%80%99s-string-of-pearls-strategy.html,
Accessed on: 12.11.2016.
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African states such as Tanzania, Zambia, Angola, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and
South Africa in several infrastructure and business investments projects. China’s
biggest trade partner in Africa is Sudan. China is importing almost seventy percent of
oil produced in Sudan. China has funded many projects in Djibouti to explore
mineral deposits and geothermal energy sources in the country. Chinese investments
in Zambia aim to undertake mining of Zambian rich copper reserves.?**
Infrastructure projects in the islands of Madagascar, Comoros and Mauritius are the
other involvements of China. Seychelles is another strategic country under China’s
influence in the IOR. Although Seychelles has close military ties with both India and
the USA, it has strengthened its commercial, military and political relations with

China.?®

These minor states, including Sri Lanka, Maldives and Seychelles sometimes
seek to play the ‘China card’ against India in order to get more economic assistance
and privileges from India. China’s nuclear and missile technology assistance to
Pakistan is India’s biggest concern. Against all these developments, India has
undertaken a series of counterbalancing activities against China. One of them is the
internal balancing strategy, which includes modernization of armed forces and
developing the infrastructure programs, increasing defense spending and developing

an active maritime strategy.

5.1.1. Modernization of Armed Forces and Developing Infrastructure
Programs

Being World's largest arms importer in 2011, India surpassed China and since
then it has enjoyed its leading position. Although China limits its exports to purchase
of military hardware from Russia, India (like many other coastal countries) has a lot
of choices, like European, American, Japanese and Israel military defense
companies. As a result of this, some important defense companies like Boeing,
EADS, BAE, Thales, SAAB?® and Raytheon have invested mostly in India.??” Most
of these defense companies have participated in strategic partnerships with Indian

224 -
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22 panda, op.cit., “China’s Tryst with the IORA”, p.671.
226 «g A AB” is a manufacturer of automobiles that was founded in Sweden in 1945.
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defense public sector units (PSUs) and large private sector players like L&T??®, Tata
and Mahindra.

India has been upgrading its air force since 2000. With the purchase of 11-78
aerial tanker aircraft, Indian air force gained a long range flight capability. Tanker
aircraft has enabled nonstop flights to the Su-30s from its main operating base
southeast of Mumbai, to Car Nicobar in the Bay of Bengal. Thanks to tanker aircraft,

Indian air force has gained important air supremacy in the I10O.

Another strategic development is the acquisition of three Phalcon AWACS
aircrafts. AWACS aircrafts can detect aerial threats via its mesa radar, designed for
360-degree surveillance out to 350 nautical miles. It can send information about
potential aerial threats to the fighter aircrafts. Thanks to these aircrafts, India has the

ability to monitor Chinese air activities even in its airspace.

India also plans to get 126 new multirole combat aircrafts (F-16, F-18, MiG-
35, Mirage 2000-5, or Gripen) from foreign suppliers, such as Boeing, Lockheed
Martin Mikoyan, Dassault Aviation, SAAB and Honeywell.’*® In addition, India
begins to upgrade its fleet of Jaguar aircraft, Tu-142M and I11-38 maritime
surveillance/antisubmarine warfare aircrafts.?*® Finally, the Navy is increasing its
capacity with the Israeli-built Heron 11 UAVs. These are the other plans of Indian
Navy,

e The development and coproduction of a fifth-generation fighter aircraft.
(India-Russia)

e Brahmos long-range cruise missiles with a 290-kilometer range and
supersonic speed. (India-Russia)

e An aerospace command for missile targeting and battle space

management. (India- Israel)

228 «Larsen & Toubro Limited”, commonly known as L&T, is an Indian multi-national conglomerate
headquartered in Mumbai.

229 “India to get Rafale fighters in 2016, will also buy 126 medium combat aircrafts”, National Turk,
http://www.nationalturk.com/en/india-to-get-rafale-fighters-in-2016-will-also-buy-126-medium-com
bat-aircra fts-33611, Accessed on: 12.11.2016.
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Another Indian initiative is the development of naval infrastructure program.
Since India is an oceanic country, it uses its geographical advantage and increases
the sea power it deploys in strategic areas of the region to become a dominant power
in its territory. The naval infrastructure programs of India in the 10 are intensified on
the mainland in the West, East and in the South, in the Lakshadweep islands, the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The Western Command, stationed in Mumbai, is
responsible for the Arabian Sea. The Eastern Command in Andhra Pradesh is
predominantly concentrated on the Bay of Bengal. The Southern Naval Command
stationed in Kochi, consists of a training squadron, training establishments, bases,
land forces, survey ships, a naval air station and a ship repair yard.?* It is responsible
for the training of all its personnel. As for the Lakshadweep islands, an important
decision was taken in April 2012 to establish a full blown naval base INS

Dweeprakshak, on Kavaratti Island.?*?

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the archipelagos consisted of 572 islands and
separated from the Indian mainland by 1,300 km and 160 km from Sumatra and the
entrance of the Strait of Malacca are very crucial for Indian maritime strategy.”*®
India has opened a key naval station, named INS BAAZ (HAWK) in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. India wants to counter China’s moves in the 10 via INS BAAZ.
It can use this station to monitor the activities on critical maritime choke points,
especially the Strait of Malacca. This naval station also includes an upgraded base.
India aims to gain strategic supremacy in the area via this base. Baaz’s strategic
position (near to Indonesia) enables a strategic position to the Indian military, in case
of a threat to Indian maritime activities in the region. Baaz will also be actively used

against piracy in the region.

India has established its Far Eastern Command in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands in the Bay of Bengal. A major amphibious warfare hub and integrated sea-

and-land fighting unit are deployed on the islands, which can be used by India for

B «Organisation of Southern Naval Command, Kochi”, Indian Navy, https://www.indiannavy. nic.in
/con tent/organisation-southern-naval-command-kochi, Accessed on: 23.12.2016.
232 H
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2% Ibid.
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operations in the 10 and its littoral.?** The primary aim of this command is agitating
the China’s shipping vessels while crossing through the Strait of Malacca. India has
strengthened its position in this archipelago chain, as these islands give India
‘geopolitical advantage’ and ‘vantage position’ in the Eastern 10.°* India has also
initiated Seabird Project, which is an operational naval base in Karwar on its western
seaboard.”® It is the largest naval infrastructure projects of India, that involves an air
force station, a naval armament depot and missile silos. The main purpose of this
project is to ensure the security of the Indian maritime routes in the Arabian Sea.
Another Indian initiative is the Sethusamudram Project. (Figure 10) This project is
planned to shorten the distance from the present 755 to 402 nautical miles between
Indian west and east coasts, which will make India save 36 hours.?®” Thus, Indian

warships of eastern and western fleets will reinforce one another quickly.?*®

The establishment of a monitoring station in Madagascar is another initiative
of India in the region to keep an eye on China’s activities in the region.?*® India also
plans to build a monitoring facility in Mauritius. Moreover, India has been trying to
find a chance to strengthen its naval contacts with Mozambique and Seychelles. India
donated a patrol aircraft to Seychelles Navy to prevent of China’s military assistance

to Seychelles.?*

5.1.2. Defense Spending and Active Maritime Strategy
The IOR plays a major role in global geo-politics as a gateway between the
energy-hungry East Asia and the energy-rich West Asia. With 7500 km long

coastline, India is the major actor in the IOR. Thus, maintaining stability and security

23 Seott, op.cit., “India's Aspirations”, p.481.
25 Shyam Saran, “India’s Foreign Policy and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands”, 5 Sept. 2009,
http://www. maritimeindia.org/sites/all/files/pdf/Shyam_Saran_Address.pdf4, Accessed on: 18.11 .20
16.
2% Sudhi Ranjan Sen, “Now, India has the Largest Naval Base East of the Suez Canal”, September 10,
20 15, http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/now-on-indias-west-coast-the-largest-naval-base-east-of-the-
suez-canal-1215952, Accessed on: 11.10.2016.
#7 Dulip Jayawardena, “Present status of the Sethusamudram Project” http://www.Sundaytimes
1k/100711/ BusinessTimes/bt09.html, Accessed on: 11.10.2016.
238 Berlin. op.cit., “India in the Indian Ocean”.
iz Pant, op.cit., “Rising China in India's vicinity”, p.8.
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in the IOR is a matter of life and death for India. India has improving its maritime

infrastructure and consolidating its maritime strategy. Indeed, India is targeting:

To protect its boundaries from nations like China that have a history of
aggression against India,

To control the international trade and national commerce along with
usage of Ocean resources,

To use its navy and maritime economic powers as an instrument of
diplomacy deterrence and political influence in energy security,

To protect its trade from terrorism and piracy,

And carry out humanitarian activities such as recent evacuation in

Yemen.

In regard to this, the government has taken various new initiatives. Some of

which are as follows:

Indian Maritime Security Strategy, which focuses on “ensuring secure
seas.”

Blue Chakra- Initiative, promoting the ocean economy.

SAGARMALA project, to promote port led development, improve
coastal economy and modernize ports.

MAUSAM project, to revive its ancient maritime routes and cultural
linkages with countries in the region.

Improving strategic relations with island countries like- Sri Lanka,
Seychelles, Maldives.

Developing port infrastructure in Bangladesh and Iran. Collaboration with
Myanmar on Kaladan multi-model transit transport project.

Organizing joint naval exercises with the USA, Japan (Malabar), Russia
(Indra-Navy), etc.

New Delhi is seriously concerned about China’s maritime trade port facilities

and railway connections, controversial land boundaries and its increasing naval

presence in the 10. Indian defense experts state that their main rivals China and



Pakistan are allocating around four percent of their GDP for military expenditures.?*
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1

India increased its defense budget due to these concerns. India’s defense budget has

increased sixty percent in 2010-2015 periods. According to the SIPRI, India has been

the world’s top arms buyer for the last three years and is the first buyer of the world

weapons industry with sharing fourteen percent.

Table 9: Growth in total Defense Budget of India

2AGT727

222370

181776

2010-2011

2012-2013

2014-2015 2015-2016

-

Source: Based on data from UN comtrade.

Table 10: Top 10 defence budgets in 2015 and 2016 (in millions of US dollars).

2015 Defense Budget

2016 Defense Budget

Rank Country Rank  Country
1 USA 605,625 USA 617,107
2 China 181,977 2 China 192,840
3 UK 61,890 3 UK 62,362
4 Russia 51,495 4  India 50,678
5 S.Arabia 47,610 5 Russia 49,154
6 India 46,645 6 S.Arabia 45,872
7 France 44,922 7  France 45,382
8 Japan 42,192 8 Japan 41,686
9 Germany 34,842 9 Germany 35,835

21 Sandra Krtali¢ and Aleksandar Major, “Military Expenditures in the Maelstrom of the Globalized
World”, Economic Research-Ekonomska Istrazivanja, 23.2 (2010): 142-161.
242 https://www.sipri.org/, Accessed on: 12.11.2016.



https://www.sipri.org/

79

10 S. Korea 32,275 10 S. Korea 33,477

Source: IHS Jane’s Defence Budgets

In all these developments, India realized that China could not only be
balanced by internal balancing. Therefore, it adopted an external balancing strategy.

5.2. India’s External Balancing Strategy

Although India has taken many measures to sustain economic growth and
balance the rising China in the 10 in the past years, its capabilities are not enough to
do these. Moreover, the region is too wide to control and has high security risks. This
has led India to cooperate with regional countries strategically such as Mauritius, Sri
Lanka and Singapore and extra-regional actors such as the USA, Japan, Israel and
Russia. The role of India’s navy has been expanded with progressive defense

partnerships and joint exercises.

5.2.1. Indian Defense Partnerships

The global economic and strategic center of gravity shifted from the Middle
East to the Asia-Pacific in recent years. China’s rising power and energy strategies
becomes a common concern for many major powers such as India, the USA and
Japan. With the help of this common concern, India has established strategic
partnerships with these great powers against the growing Chinese influence in the

region.

5.2.1.1. US-Indian Strategic Partnership

The US-Indian defense cooperation is based on common principles and
shared national interest and strategic objectives, such as fighting terrorism,
preventing proliferation of weapons, and maintaining peace and security in the IOR.
Moreover, the USA and India have some similar concerns regarding with the
Chinese presence in the IOR. During the last two decades, comprehensive defense
agreements have been signed between the two countries that will allow them to keep
company with in many areas. One of them is the ‘Defense Framework Agreement’,

signed in 1995, which covered a period of 10 years and was extended for 10 years




80

again in 2005.2*® All defense cooperation agreements between the two are within this
framework. As stated in the Joint Principles for Defense Cooperation in Defense

Framework Agreement;

“The USA and India share common security interests and place each other at
the same level as their closest partners — confirming that this would also apply with
respect to defense technology transfer, trade research, licensing, co-development,

and co-production involving defense services and advanced technology. 244

This defense cooperation comprises bilateral exercises, joint training,
institutional mechanisms, and defense equipment. The two countries now participate
in more military exercise and training such as Malabar, which is an annual bilateral
exercise between the Navies of the two countries. Indian and American military
forces are regularly trained at defense training establishments of each other.
Especially after the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the USA, this cooperation has been

implemented very actively in the IOR. This cooperation includes:

e Naval protection of US shipping in the Strait of Malacca in 2002 by

Indian navy,
e Close partnership after the 2004 tsunami,
e Combined military exercises,
e A dialogue on missile defense system,
e American acceptance of India’s acquisition of Phalcon AWACS and,

e An offer to sell India a variety of military hardware, such as fighter

aircraft and P-3 maritime patrol planes.®*®

Moreover, many institutional mechanisms are formed to promote defense co-

operation between the two states. Some of them are:

e The Defense Procurement and Production Group (DPPG)

e Senior Technology Security Group (STSG)

3 Framework For the US — India Defense Relationship, http://archive.defense.gov/pubs/2015-
Defense-Framework.pdf, Accessed on: 10.12.2016.

24 Ibid.

245 Berlin. op.cit., “India in the Indian Ocean”.
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e Joint Technical Group (JTG)
e Military Cooperation Group (MCG)

o Executive Steering Groups (ESGs)**

Along with trade, India and the USA have established a ‘Defense Trade and
Technology Initiative’ to promote co-development of defense technology. India’s
import of defense equipment from the USA has exceeded $9 Billion with this

cooperation.?*” This cooperation aims to:

e Improve the bilateral defense relationship and decrease the bureaucratic
obstacles or inefficient procedures,

e Increase capacity of India’s defense industrial base,

e Enhance the technological collaboration through co-development and co-
production,

e Strengthen the US-Indian business ties.?*®

Furthermore, the plans of the USA to extend its naval hegemony are not only
limited to the Atlantic or Pacific Oceans but also the 10 as well. Within this context,
the US administration has directly expressed that ‘the safety and economic security
of the USA depends substantially upon the secure use of the world’s oceans.?* The
USA has a vital national interest in maritime security’.?*° It already has a significant
military presence in the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, East and Northeast Africa,
Singapore Pakistan and Diego Garcia. However, China’s rise as a military and an
economic power forced the USA to form alliances with regional countries like

India.?!

24 Eramework For the USA op.cit., “India Defense Relationship”.

%7 Sylvia Mishra, “India-US Defence Ties: Making Co-Development Mantra Work”, http://www.
India writes.org/india-us-defence-ties-making-co-development-mantra-work/, Accessed on: 12.11.20
16.

248 Us-India Defense Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI), http://www.acq.osd.mil/ic/DTTI.html,
Accessed on: 12.11.2016.

9 US Department of Defense and Department of Homeland Security, The National Strategy for
Maritime Security, September 2005, p.1, https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/small-vessel-security-
strategy.pdf, Accessed on: 25.09.2016.
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According to the 2015 World Economic Outlook report of the IMF, China
has overtaken the USA as the world’s largest economy.?** China’s defense spending
has also risen significantly over the past decade. With its allocated annual military
budget of $129.4 billion in 2014, China emerged as a serious contender to US
military power in the region.”® In addition, according to the Pentagon, through the
DF-21D anti-ship ballistic missile, the PLAN can target the entire SCS, the Strait of
Malacca, most of the Bay of Bengal and some parts of the Arabian Sea.?®* China also
develops new marine vessels, such as aircraft carriers to control East and Southeast
Asian waters. It is expected that China will further enhance its military power in the
coming years. Consequently, Washington wants to hold up the China’s rise both in
the SCS and in the IOR through using India’s strategic position and its significant

maritime power.

In the aforementioned framework agreement, perhaps the most important
project is the nuclear partnership project. The IOR was a relative nuclear stagnant
area most of the time during the Cold War. With the end of Cold War, the USA
supplied a crucial assistance to India. However, close cooperation between Pakistan
and the USA during the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan in the 1980s, resulted in
deterioration of relations between India and the USA. With the coming of George W.
Bush in 2000, Indo-US relations have gathered pace again. India began to be seen as
a strategic counter-weight against China. They enhanced their nuclear energy
cooperation in the 1990s. This nuclear energy cooperation was interrupted due to the
India’s nuclear tests in 1998. India was subject to US sanctions. India’s close
relations with China and Russia and its observer status in Shanghai Cooperation
Organization have led the USA to re-establish a close civilian nuclear relationship
with India in 2008.

252 According to the World Economic Outlook report prepared by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), China’s GDP in 2014 was US$18.976 trillion (PPP terms) and US$11.212 trillion (absolute
dollar terms). US GDP, on the other hand, was US$18.125 trillion (PPP terms) and US$18.125 trillion
(absolute dollar terms). See, World Economic Outlook 2015, International Monetary Fund, April
2015. http://www .imf. org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2015/01/weodata/download.aspx, Accessed on: 25.
08.2016.

253 Joshi and Pant, op.cit., “Indo-Japanese Strategic”. p.319.

24 US Department of Defense, op.cit., “Military and Security Developments”.
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Furthermore, all these developments have been observed with deep concern
by China. In response to these, China made a similar deal with Pakistan to transfer its
civilian nuclear technology. And what is more, China supplied two new nuclear
reactors to Pakistan in 2010 to counter the US—Indian nuclear alliance.” China is
very uncomfortable with the rapprochement between India and the USA and its
consequences. But today, nuclear relations between India and the USA are
progressing rapidly India is actively trying to establish a strategic partnership with
the USA to balance Chinese domination in Asia, but uncertain about entering into a
formal alliance.”® According to India, closer cooperation with the USA will increase
India’s profile and bargaining power leverage in the eyes of Chinese elites, whereas a

formal military alliance with the USA would provoke a Chinese backlash.?’

5.2.1.2. Indo-Japanese Rapprochement

The post-Cold War Asian security order is based on three pillars.?®® The first
one is the “hub and spoke” system based on security guarantees provided by the
USA to its various Asian allies and partners including Japan, South Korea,
Philippines, India, Pakistan and Singapore.”®® The second pillar is the “cconomy
first” approach aiming to establish an economic interdependence among Asian
countries.?®® The last one is the establishment of an American hegemony in the
region that guarantees equal access to global public goods.?®* Indeed, the objective of
all these pillars is to prevent the Chinese dominance in Asia. The security partnership
between the USA, India and Japan aiming to prevent the China’s growing power
actively in time has turned into a strong bilateral relationship between New Delhi and
Tokyo in 2007. Today their bilateral relationship reaches to a strategic partnership

level.

India and Japan share common concerns about China. Their economies are

heavily dependent on the China’s growing economy. Thus, they concern that their

2% pant, op.cit., “Rising China in India's vicinity”, p.12.
26 py, op.cit., “Ambivalent accommodation:”. p.153.
257 H
1bid.
28 5. John Ikenberry, “American hegemony and East Asian order”, Australian Journal of Internatio
nal Affairs, 58.3, (2004): 353-367.
259y
Ibid.
290 1hid.
21 |hid.
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vulnerable economies would be affected negatively in the event of any Chinese
coercion. Another common concern is the regional dominance that China would like
to establish in South East Asia and South Asia through North Korea and Pakistan.
New Delhi and Tokyo believe that China has supplied these countries with missile
and nuclear technologies and thereby is a serious threat to their national security.
Moreover, they have complained about Chinese resistance against the entry of India
and Japan in the UNSC. At last, they worried about China’s intentions and increasing

262

power in both East Asia and the 10.7> As a result of these common concerns, India

and Japan decided to strengthen their bilateral relationship.

Since almost ninety percent of Japan’s oil need is supplied from the Middle
East and carried through the 10 maritime trade route to Tokyo, Japan feels obliged to
establish relations with India to secure its overseas energy supply. The two countries
with great potentials in economic and security fields also face similar challenges. The
Senkaku Islands dispute?®, China’s revisionist forays in East and Southeast Asia, its
growing naval capabilities and its assertive intentions in the Indo-Pacific waters are
mutual concerns of India and Japan. They have established a strategic convergence to
overcome these mutual concerns. These two states signed a series of agreements such
as, Joint Statement “Japan-India Partnership in the New Asian Era: Strategic
Orientation of Japan-India Global Partnership” in April 2005, “Agreement for
Cooperation in Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy” and agreements on manufacturing
skill development in India, cooperation in space, earth sciences, agriculture, forestry
and fisheries, transport and urban development in November 2016.%* In addition to
these, India and Japan initiated direct bilateral maritime exercises, purchasing

defense equipment and transferring of defense technology in 2011.%%°

%62 Shinzo Abe, “The Bounty of the Open Seas: Five New Principles for Japanese Diplomacy”,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2013).

%3 «The Senkaku Islands dispute”, or Diaoyu Islands dispute, concerns a territorial dispute over a
group of uninhabited islands known as the Senkaku Islands in Japan, the Diaoyu Islands in the
People's Republic of China (PRC)and Tiaoyutai Islands in the Republic of China (ROC or Taiwan).

264 Elizabeth Roche, “India, Japan sign landmark civilian nuclear deal”. http://www.livemint.com/Polit
ics/alJ9XsoWmUkcyPYOOHDDOK/India-Japan-sign-civil-nuclear-deal.html, Accessed on: 11.12.
2016.

2% Joshi and Pant, op.cit., “Indo-Japanese Strategic”, p.321.
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The first bilateral Indo- Japanese joint naval exercise was performed on the
coast of Okinawa in June 2012 and the second bilateral maritime exercise was
carried out in the IOR in December 2013.%°® The Strategic Rapprochement between
the two countries has turned into India-USA-Japan trilateral military cooperation. In
2014, with the invitation of India, Japanese Navy started to participate in the annual
Malabar exercises with the US Navy in the Pacific waters.’®’ India also plans to
purchase Japan’s US-2 amphibious aircrafts for surveillance purposes in the 10. Both
Japan and India have initiated the “transfer of defense technology” and
“collaborative projects in defense equipment and technology” to strengthen the
strategic partnership.?®® They are trying to establish a strong partnership to serve their

strategic interests and provide much greater stability in the region.

5.2.1.3. Indo-Israeli and Indo-Russian Defense Relationships

During the Cold War, India developed close economic, military and
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and displayed an anti-Israeli foreign
policy due to the Muslim population in its territory. At that time, Indian armed forces
were dominantly equipped with Russian weapons. With the collapse of the Soviet
Union, India’s largest provider of military technology has weakened. Thus, India
began to search for a new supplier of military technology for upgrading its military
capabilities. As a part of this quest, India, for the first time, established official
diplomatic relations with Israel, one of the military technology powerhouses all over
the world, in January 1992. The visit of former Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres to India was a turning point for the Indo-Israeli relations in 1993. Two
countries signed a range of agreements related to international security, intelligence
and defense equipment. Their relations have expanded to various areas, including
trade, agriculture, economic cooperation and cultural exchanges by the successive
Indian governments. The main issues affecting the India’s defense cooperation with

Israel are:

e The Soviet-Afghan War,

Ibid
Ibid.

266 1hid.
267
268
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e The Iraq war (the second Gulf War),
e The Kargil crises of 1999,
e The 9/11 events,

e The terror attack on the Indian parliament in New Delhi in December
2001,

e And the Mumbai terror attack in November 2008.

The arms trade between Israel and India is the most important part of the
bilateral partnership and it has demonstrated a rapid rise in recent years. The
approximate total value of the weapons trade over the past decade is estimated at
around $10 billion.?®® The delivery of the Phalcon AWACS equipped with Russian-
built Ilyushin 11-76s in May 2009 and March 2010 made lIsrael one of the largest

arms exporters to India.?”

With annual arms trades totaling approximately $1.5 billion, Israel became
the second largest arms supplier to India, after Russia by the end of 2006.%"* In
March 2010, a contract was signed between the two countries for the development
and procurement of Barak 8 medium-range surface-to-air missiles.’? In the mid-
2010, India announced that it was interested in the Israeli anti-missile defense system
(David’s Sling and Iron Dome).””® On the one hand India has such a high defense
relationship with Israel, on the other hand it increases its defense cooperation with

Russia, its primary arms supplier during the Cold War.

The defense relationship between India and Russia is based on a historical
perspective. As mentioned earlier, the Soviet Union was the only weapon supplier of
India in the Cold War era. During the Cold War, nearly all of its military equipment
was Soviet-made. With the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet

29 Efraim Inbar and Alvite Singh Ningthoujam. “Indo-Israeli Defense Cooperation in the Twenty-
First Century”, Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, Bar-Ilan University, 2012.

20 “graeli Phalcon reaching India on Monday (NDTV, May 24, 200)and India to get Phalcon
AWACS on Thursday”, Times of India, March 24, 2010. http://www.ndtv.com/topic/awacs, Accessed
on: 25.08. 2016.

271 Ibid.

2’2 Yaakov Katz, “Israel eyeing big defence contracts in India”, Jerusalem Post, March 10, 2010.
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Israel-eyeing-big-defense-contracts-in-India, Accessed on: 18.12.2016.
23 Inbar and Ningthoujam, op.cit., “Indo-Israeli Defense Cooperation”.
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Union, the supply and modernization of this equipment was hampered. After the
collapse of the Soviet Union, bilateral relations were tried to be kept alive by
Russians, but these efforts did not yield results until the 2000s. During the 2000s,
bilateral relations were restored and turned back to their heydays.

From 2004 to 2014, Russia became one of the India’s largest arm suppliers
and supplied almost seventy-five percent of New Delhi’s weapon imports.?”* These
imports include military weapons, equipments, systems, vehicles, helicopters,
missiles and ships. From 2009 to 2013, they signed defense industry agreements
worth an estimated $30 billion.?”> However, when India decided to turn towards
Europe and the USA for the purchase of military equipments, Russia has established
military relations with Pakistan and China. Additionally, the IRIGC-TEC was
established between two states on modernization and industrial cooperation,
outstanding issues, energy and energy efficiency, tourism and culture, science and
technology in 1994.°”® The sale of a multitude of defense equipment to India was
provided through the efforts of this commission. Indian-Russian defense cooperation

has improved with several military joint programmes:

e Brahmos Cruise Missile Programme,

e llyushin/HAL Tactical Transport Aircraft,
e 5th Generation Fighter Jet Programme,

e Sukhoi Su-30MKI Programme,

e Military Hardware.?"”’

Today, the co-operation is covering a broad range of sectors, including joint
research and development, training, service to service contacts, joint exercises some
like INDRA,*® AVIA-INDRA *"

274 Franz-Stefan Gady, “Russia Remains India’s Largest Arms Supplier (For Now)”, March 01, 2016,
http://thediplomat.com/2016/03/russia-remains-indias-largest-arms-supplier-for-now/, Accessed on:
18.12.2016.

27> |bid.

2’8 «Qverview of India-Russia Economic Cooperation”, http://indianembassy.ru/index.php?option
=com_content&view=article&id=705&Itemid=705&lang=en, Accessed on: 12.01.2017.

2" “India may sign Rs 33k crore deal with Russia for modern missile air defence systems, S-400”,
http://www.abplive.in/india-news/brics-india-may-sign-rs-33k-crore-deal-with-russia-for-most-
modem-missile-air-defence-systems-s-400-430949, Accessed on: 03.11.2016.
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5.2.2. India’s Quest for Maritime Security Cooperation in the IOR and
the SCS

China’s increasing initiatives in the 10 prompted India to advance maritime
cooperation with the littoral states. (please see Table 12) India has deeply concerned
about the security and strategic implications of the Chinese efforts to establish
maritime infrastructure in the IOR. These Chinese initiatives were a common
security concern for not only India but also some other Indian Ocean littoral states,
including Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. Therefore, to fight with the
common maritime security challenges in the I0OR, several cooperative security

mechanisms have formed. Some of those are as follows:2°

e MILAN

e MALABAR (India, United States, Japan)

e IBSAMAR (India, Brazil, South Africa)

e JIMEX (India and Japan)

e SIMBEX (India and Republic of Singapore Navy)
e SLINEX-II (India and Sri Lanka)

o PASSEX*!

e CORPAT
e Ind-Indo
e Indo-Thai

e Indo-Burma (EEZ BL)

In response to China’s Gwadar Port in Pakistan, India wants to build a port in
Chabahar, one of the coastal provinces of Iran. Moreover, India opened Farkhor
airbase jointly operated by Indian Air Force and Tajikistan Air Force. Farkhor

2’8 \INDRA” is a joint, bi-annual military exercise conducted by India and Russia starting in 2003.
The exercise is tasked with boosting cooperation and interoperability between the Russian and Indian
navies. The word INDRA is a portmanteau of the participants' respective countries.

29 “AVIA-INDRA” is a_joint exercise will further strengthen the relations between the two air forces
taking forward the India - Russia strategic partnership.

280 Upadhyaya, op.cit., “Maritime security cooperation in the IOR”, p.181.

%81 A passing exercise (a PASSEX in US Navy terminology) is an exercise done between two navies
to ensure that the navies are able to communicate and cooperate in times of war or humanitarian relief.
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airbase is India’s first military base outside of territory. Apart from these, India also

developed its space-monitoring post in Mongolia in response towards China.

Furthermore, India has enhanced its naval cooperation with a number of
Persian Gulf states as well as with the navies of other major powers in the region
such as the USA, the UK, and France. In order to counter Chinese presence in the 10
and to ensure the security of its trade routes, India has also been trying to find a way
to access to the Vietnamese, Taiwanese and Japanese ports for the forward

deployment of its naval force.?*

5.3. India’s Economic Balancing Strategy

Through the String of Pearls in the 10, China has developed close relations
with Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Pakistan. It supplied economic and
military aid to these countries. The main objective of China is to gain an
advantageous position in the 10 by taking the advantage of economic vulnerabilities
of the regional countries.

India, which wants to prevent these Chinese initiatives, has also implemented
its economic balancing policy in addition to its internal and external balancing
policies. India has aimed to reduce economic impacts of China on its immediate
neighborhood through this economic balancing policy. As a part of this policy, India
has participated in and increased its weight on the regional economic organizations
such as ASEAN, SAARC, BIMSTEC and the IOR-ARC of which it has been a

member for a long time.

India begins to launch regional economic integration initiatives to establish a
strong relation with other countries in the region to balance China’s fast rising
strategic challenge in South Asia. The SAARC is one of these economic integration
initiatives. The SAARC, established in 1985 focuses on social and economic matters
and non-discussion on contentious bilateral issues.”® According to the SAARC
Charter, the objectives of the association are to:

e Improve the welfare of the peoples of South Asia,

282 pant, op.cit., “Rising China in India's vicinity”, p.15.
283 http://saarc-sec.org/SAARC-Charter/5/, Accessed on: 25.08.2016.
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e Accelerate economic growth, cultural relations and social development in
the region,

e Advance and consolidate collective self-reliance among the countries of
South Asia,

e Contribute to mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of one
another’s problems,

e Encourage collaboration and mutual assistance in the economic,
scientific, technical social and cultural fields,

e Strengthen cooperation with other developing countries,

¢ Consolidate cooperation among themselves in international forums and,

e Colloborate with international and regional organizations with common

purposes.?®*

Since the signing of its Charter in 1985 by heads of states of Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, in Dhaka, the SAARC has
attempted to address several regional problems, including drug and human
trafficking, social identity and terrorism.”®® SAARC membership was a part of
India’s strategy for securing its neighborhood from external influences. India is
actively involved in SAARC’s economic negotiations under its “Look East” policy.
It has signed FTAs with Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives. It is trying to boost
trade with Pakistan through the SAARC. Although, China is an observer country in
SAARC and seeks to gain full membership, India blocks China’s SAARC accession.

India was not one of the founding members of the ASEAN.?®® It was founded
by Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia in 1967.%%" Its
objectives are to create cooperation in the field of economy, sociology, culture,

technic, education and to provide regional peace and stability within the framework

Southeast Asian states, which promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic
integration amongst its members.
%7 Ibid.
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of the concept of Justice, law and respect for the principles of the UN.”*The

purposes of ASEAN are as follows:

e To increase the social progress, economic growth and cultural relations,

e To sustain regional peace and stability,

e To provide active collaboration and mutual assistance,

e To sustain assistance to each other,

e To cooperate more effectively,

e To pursue close cooperation via international and regional

organizations.”®

When the role of India in this organization is examined, it is clearly seen that
the relations between India and the ASEAN generally remained uncertain in the
1980s. However, their relations began to change with the end of the Cold War.*®
This change was largely due to the India’s “Look East” policy. India became a
member of the ASEAN Regional Forum in 1996. It has focused particularly on
establishing close ties with Burma, Singapore and recently Thailand, which share
India’s concerns about China’s ascendancy in the Asia-Pacific. Many South-East
Asian states have begun to see India as a significant power that could play a kind of
balancing role in the region against Chinese dominance. Therefore, India has
developed close relations with the South-East Asian states including bilateral defense
pacts, such as the sale of technology, training personnel and joint military exercises.

India’s bilateral and multilateral engagement with the ASEAN states
essentially is a function of its wider strategic objectives in South-East Asia and the
Asia-Pacific region. Burma is the key state for Indian balancing policy against China.
Great strategic importance given to Burma by India is for not only defensive

purposes but also rich energy resources of Burma.?®* India aims to develop relations

288 http://asean.org/asean/about-asean/overview/, Accessed on: 25.08.2016.
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with the neighboring countries of the SCS through ASEAN and to gain a permanent

position in the region. In this context, India has gradually stepped up its economic
relationship with ASEAN members since 2010.

Table 11: India’s Trade with East Asia, Australia and New Zealand

Country Export Import Total Trade

2010-11  [2014-2015 |2010-11  |2014-2015 [2010-11  [2014-2015
Brunei 23.07 41.99 234.17 840.88 257.23 882.87
Cambodia 66.94 142.53 8.01 17.96 74.95 160.49
Indonesia 5,700.78 14,043.32 19,918.63 |15,004.64 [15,619.41 [19,047.96
Malaysia 3,871.17 [5,816.55 16,523.58 |11,117.74 [10,394.75 [16,934.29
Myanmar 320.62 773.24 1017.67 [1,231.54 ]1,338.29 2,004.78
Lao PDR 13.11 67.31 0.22 85.28 13.33 152.58
Singapore 9,825.44 [9,809.36 |7,139.31 [7,124.47 [16,964.75 [16,933.83
Thailand 2,274.21 [3,464.83 14,272.09 1[5,865.88 [6,546.31 19,330.71
Vietnam 2,651.44 16,257.88 |1,064.90 |3,003.35 [3,716.34 [9,261.23
Philippines  [881.10 1,395.58 429.39 423.04 1,310.49 |1,818.62
ASEAN 25,627.89 [31,812.58 |30,607.96 |44,714.77 |56,235.85 [76,527.35
China 14,168.86 (11,934.25 143,479.76 [60,413.17 [67,648.62 [72,347.42
Japan 5,091.24 [5,385.57 18,632.03 ]10,131.36 [13,723.27 [15,516.93
South Korea [3,727.29 14,602.95 [10,475.29 (13,529.11 |14,202.58 ]18,132.06
Australia 1,713.02 [2,782.13 ]10,789.00 [10,247.24 [12,502.01 [13,029.38
New Zealand [190.59 322.10 625.21 591.40 815.80 913.49

Source: Export Import Data Bank, Department of Commerce, Government of India
(All values in USD million)

BIMSTEC is another regional organization in South Asia. It comprises seven

member states, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar

and Thailand. According to the declaration of BIMSTEC, its objectives are as

follows:

e To create an enabling environment for rapid economic development

e To accelerate the economic growth and social progress in the sub-region

e To promote active collaboration and mutual assistance

e To provide assistance to each other

e To cooperate more effectively in joint efforts

e To maintain close and beneficial cooperation with existing international

and regional organizations,
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e And to cooperate in projects.?*

As noted before, in order to counter China, India has established permanent
security relations with its neighbors and, increased economical engagement with
them through regional economic organization. By doing this, India wanted to build
strong relations with its immediate neighbors with the help of these economic
organizations and aims to break the Chinese influence in the region. India has
stepped up its economic support to prevent these countries from being completely
under the sway of China. India has also initiated many projects such as Chabadar
port in Iran, tripartite trade and transit passage agreement with Iran and Afghanistan,
deliberations with Myanmar on access to Sittwe Port, connectivity projects with
Bangladesh. India is targeting to enhance its economic relations with the neighboring
countries through these economic organizations and undermine the Chinese

influence.

292 http://www.bimstec.org, Accessed on: 22.12.2016.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

The control of trade routes between the Middle East and East Asia is always
significant for both China and India. So that these two countries are excessively
dependent on this trade route, they are increasingly striving to secure it. To secure
this trade route, China has increased military capabilities, naval units and built many
ports and navigation facilities in the Indian neighborhood. It has also developed
strategic naval bases across the 10. These attempts are part of “String of Pearls”
strategy. However, all these initiatives have been perceived as serious threats to its
national security by India. Therefore, India adopted a balancing policy against the
China. In the face of China’s expansionism, India has pursued aggressive security
policies to ensure its national strategic interests in the region. India has increased its
strategic superiority in Lakerdep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, improved
relationships with its neighbors, modernized its army, increased defense spending
and renewed its maritime strategy in the 10. To become a dominant power and break
the influence of China in its region, India has applied a balancing policy against
China.

Why is it important for India to Protect its Interests in the IOR?

The IOR is important to India for the various reasons. Following are few

important reasons:

e The IO contains the trade route to Africa, Europe, West Asia, Central
Asia, South East Asia and Australia.

e Since almost seventy percent of India’s oil import comes from West Asia,
ensuring security of this energy trade route is India’s prime concern.

e Securing its investments in Iran's Chabadar port, Maldives, Africa and Sri
Lanka etc is very important for India. India also aims to neutralize
Chinese String of Pearls with its own project Mausam.

e Duetoits long coastline, porous border and growing terror threat, keeping
the 10 devoid of illegal and terrorist activities is in India’s’ own national

interest.
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How does India Overcome the Potential Threats of the Rise of China in
the 10?

India has rich cultural linkages with West and Central Asian countries. It can
reach out to West and Central Asian countries by using its soft power and cultural
linkages with the small island nations in the I0OR like Seychelles, Maldives. It can
use these linkages to establish economic, political and military relations. Its “Project
Mausam” is a good example for strengthening these linkages. India has participated
in all Joint action to prevent Chinese dominance. Moreover, India plays an important
role in multilateral regional forums like ASEAN, SAARC, BIMSTEC and the IORA.
It also intensifies its military cooperation with other regional and extra-regional
states. Especially, its strategic level partnership agreement with Japan and Australia
for military cooperation can help to keep China in check in the region. Farkhor Air
Base, India’s first military base outside its territory in Tajikistan can help India to
balance China. India can receive support from the USA and Japan for required

technological advancement.

Is India Capable of Countering Chinese Influence in its Neighborhood?

China and India have long-lasting border disputes and both countries have
relationship based on mutual suspicion since the end of the Cold War. China’s
“String of pearls” strategy and its close cooperation with Pakistan increased the
tensions between the two countries. It can be argued that India, which is
economically in weaker position than that of China, will be unable to counter
Chinese influence in its neighborhood. However, India and its neighbors have very
long historical, cultural and economic ties with each other. India has urgently needed
neighbors to be able to counter China around its neighborhood. As a result, India has

launched a number of initiatives to create a climate of confidence with its neighbors.

e Developing greater cooperation with South Asian neighbors under
regional fora like SAARC, BIMSTEC, and ASEAN.

e Embarking on comprehensive economic and strategic engagements with
nations at Chinese periphery like Vietnam, Philippines, Mongolia and

Japan.
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e Enhancing defense capabilities with special emphasis on navy and border
infrastructural developments.

e Establishing defense cooperation and frequent joint exercises with
neighbors and powers such as the USA, Japan, Russia and Israel.

e Maintaining continuous engagements with the 10O littoral states like
Maldives, Mauritius to strengthen Indian influence.

e Strengthening its economic ties with and investments in neighboring
nations to undermine Chinese economic clout.

e Resolving disputes related to border, trade etc. with its neighbors.

With these initiatives, India may not be able to fully balance China in its own
capability, but it may balance China effectively with the help of other major

powers.

Is the USA an Indispensable actor for India’s Balancing Policy Against
China?

India and the USA share a geopolitical objective to prevent any Chinese
dominance in the Asia-Pacific. Furthermore, the strategic alignment between China
and Pakistan impel India to forge close ties with the USA. Moreover, the USA is
eager to maintain its dominance in the 10 and the SCS through aligning with
balancers like India and Japan. For these reasons, India-US partnership is getting
stronger and stronger in the region.

e A civilian nuclear cooperation agreement between India and the USA
would help India meet its growing energy demands.

e The USA provides India with the advanced technology in the defense
industry. It would ease India to upgrade its defense technology.

e The USA supported India openly for NSG membership, which can help

India’s cause of entry into leagues such as NSG etc.

e The USA actively shares intelligence and information to combat

terrorism.
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When all these developments are taken into consideration, even if the USA
has an established strategic relation with Pakistan, it is clearly seen that the USA is

an indispensable actor for India to balance China in the 10.

What are Convergent Interests of China and India in the 10?

e They have specialized interests on issues like Afghanistan, Central Asia.

e They have suffered from terrorism. They have increased cooperation on
counterterrorism.

e They have cooperated in the multilateral realm, like trade and climate
change issues.

e Maritime security in the Pacific and the 10 is vital for both countries due
to energy security.

e To sustain peace and stability in West Asia and Gulf are essential for their

energy security.

To sum up, the more energy resources of the world are depleted, the more the
access to these declining energy sources becomes vital for the countries. This leads
to a great power struggle among the energy-dependent countries, such as the two
energy-hungry giants in the Asia Pacific region, India and China. Although the
struggle for power between India and China seems to be mainly aimed at accessing
energy resources, China’s increasing maritime power in the region is causing great
hesitations in not only Vietnam, Cambodia, South Korea, Japan and the Philippines
but also India and China's neighboring countries. At this stage, the USA seems to be
an indispensable partner for those countries that want to secure national security.

However, the stagnation of US economic growth over recent years, as well as
the intention to withdraw from the Trans-Pacific Agreement, which is identified as a
potential disaster for US foreign trade by the US President Donald Trump is a clear
indication that China will further increase its current presence in the region.
Furthermore, the ongoing bullish momentum in the Chinese economy and large
energy investments that Chinese firms are launching worldwide indicate that Chinese
economy will catch up with that of the US over the next 20 years. This situation is

watched with anxiety all over the world.
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In this context, it is unlikely that the Indian balancing strategy aiming to
balance the growing Chinese influence in the IOR will stop China’s progress. The
US-Indian partnership is a must-have option here. If China’s economic upturn cannot
be stopped, it will even create an alliance between the USA and Russia against the
rising of China. Today, the US fight against ISIS in Syria, which was carried out
together with Russians but seems to be separate, can be seen as an example of a
possible future alliance between the USA and Russia. China’s growing economic and
military might and its close relationship with strategic countries of Asia Pacific

region clearly indicates that tension in the region seems to increase.

Although there is a serious competition between India and China to become a
dominant power in the 10R, they avoid using military force against each other. This
Sino-Indian rivalry, which can be identified as a “Cold War,” has been so far limited
to some instances of show of force including naval exercises and nuclear missile
tests. Even though it seems calm today, due to the growing significance of the region,
their bilateral relations are vulnerable to potential escalation of tensions between

them.
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APPENDIX A
MAPS
Figure 1: Maritime Trade Route and Strategic Choke points in Indian Ocean
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Figure 2: Strait of Malacca
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Figure 3: Chinese ‘String of Pearls’
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Figure 4: Strategic Location of Gwadar in the Central Asia Energy Corridor
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Figure 5: Basing in the IOR
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Figure 6: China’s Trans-Myanmar Oil and Gas Pipelines
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Figure 7: China’s Proposed New Silk Road
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Figure 8: China — Pakistan Economic Corridor
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Figure 9: Disputed Border Area
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TABLES

Table 12: Ongoing Maritime Security Cooperation Initiatives of the Indian

Navy

Country

Foreign naval cooperation

Bangladesh

* Ships visits

* Training assistance and exchanges
* Milan participant

* HADR assistance

Maldives

* OTR

* Information sharing for MDA

* Ship visits

* Training assistance

* Hydrographic survey assistance

* EEZ surveillance

* Gifting of naval platforms and other military hardware
* Ship refits

Pakistan

« Joint survey in Sir Creek and adjoining areas conducted

Seychelles

« Joint survey in Sir Creek and adjoining areas conducted
* Ship visits

* Hydrographic survey

* Training assistance

* Gifting of naval platforms and other military hardware
* OTR

* EEZ surveillance

Sri Lanka

* Operational meetings

* Gifting of naval platforms and other military hardware
* Training assistance

* Information sharing for MDA

* Milan participant

* HADR assistance

* Hydrographic assistance

Iran

* Ship visits

Bahrain

* OTR
* Ship visits

Irag, Kuwait, Oman

* OTR
* Ship visits
* Joint exercise codenamed ‘Naseem Al Bahr’

Qatar

* Ship visits

Saudi Arabia, UAE
Yemen, Comoros,
Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea

* Ship visits
* OTR
* Ship visits

France

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks
* Varuna series of Joint exercises

Kenya

* Ship visits
* Training assistance
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Madagascar * Ship visits

* EEZ surveillance

* Training assistance
Mauritius * Gifting of naval platforms

» Hydrographic survey assistance

Mozambique, Somalia

* Training assistance
* EEZ Patrols
» Hydrographic assistance

South Africa

* Ship visits

* Training exchanges

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

* IBSAMAR series of exercises

Sudan, Tanzania

* Ship visits
* Training assistance

Australia

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks
* Training exchanges

* Ship visits

* Milan participant

Indonesia

* Navy-to-Navy Staff talks

* Ind-Indo coordinated Patrols (CORPAT)

* Milan participant

* Training assistance and training exchanges
* Visits by defence/civilian officers

* OTR

* HADR assistance

Brunei

* Ship visits
* Milan participant

Malaysia

* Training assistance
* Milan participant
* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

Myanmar

* Training assistance

* Gifting of naval platforms

* OTR

* Milan participant

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

» Joint exercises and Coordinated Patrols EEZ BL

Singapore

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

+ Joint Exercises codenamed SIMBEX
* Milan participant

* Training assistance

* Visits by defence/civilian officers

* Information sharing for MDA

* OTR

Thailand

* Training assistance

* Milan participant

* Indo Thai Coordinated Patrols (CORPAT)
* Navy-to-Navy staff talks
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USA

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks
» Malabar Series and other Joint exercises
* Mutual logistics arrangements

UK

* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

* Exercise Konkan

* Training exchanges

» Hydrographic cooperation

Japan

* Ship visits

* Officer training exchanges
* JIMEX series of exercises
* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

Russia

* Indra series of Joint exercises

China

* Ship visits
* PASSEX

Vietnam

* Ship visits
* Training assistance
* Navy-to-Navy staff talks

Cambodia, Laos

* Ship visits

Source: Compiled from various MoD Annual Reports.
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TURKISH SUMMARY

Giliniimiizde tilkeler, ekonomik biiyiimelerini devam ettirebilmek icin giderek
artan bir enerji ihtiyact duymaktadirlar. Siiphesiz ki bu enerji ihtiyacinin
karsilanmasinda kullanilan enerji nakil hatlarinin giivenligi olduk¢a 6nemli hale
gelmistir. Ulkeler ekonomileri icin hayati nem tasiyan enerji nakil hatlar1 iizerinde
kontroliin bir baska iilke elinde olmasini istememektedirler. Bu durum iilkeler
arasinda zorlu bir miicadeleye sebep olmaktadir. Diinyanin en kalabalik {ilkelerinden
olan Hindistan ve Cin arasinda Hint Okyanusu bdlgesinde yasanan miicadele buna
1y bir 6rnek olusturmaktadir. Bu iki lilke arasindaki miicadele 6zellikle Soguk Savas
sonrast donemde artis gostermistir. Pes pese gergeklestirdikleri ekonomik reformlar
sayesinde 6nemli bir ekonomik biiyiime yasayarak Asya’nin en biiyiik gii¢leri haline

gelmiglerdir.

Sovyetler Birligi’nin ¢okiisliyle birlikte Asya’da biiyiik bir gii¢ haline gelen
Cin, bu yiikselisini biiyiik oranda hizli biiyiiyen ekonomisine bor¢ludur. Cin, hizla
endistrilesmis ve tiim diinyaya {iretim yapan biiyiik bir iiretim merkezi konumuna
gelmistir. Elbette artan {iretim, beraberinde enerji tiiketimini de artirmis ve Cin kendi
0z kaynaklar1 ile karsilayabileceginden daha fazla enerjiye ihtiya¢ duymaya

baslamistir. Bu durum onu enerji ithalatinda disa bagimli bir iilke haline getirmistir.

Bugiin yiiksek oranda petrol ve dogalgaza ihtiyaci olan Cin, bu ihtiyacinin
biiylik bir kismimi Ortadogu’dan deniz ticaret yoluyla karsilamaktadir. Boylesi bir
durumda, Ortadogu’dan baslayip, Hiirmiiz Bogazi’m1 gegerek, Hint Okyanusu
yoluyla Malakka Bogazi’na, oradan da Giiney Cin Denizi’ne uzanan Hint Okyanusu
ticaret yolu, Cin i¢in biiyiik 6nem kazanmistir. Ayrica, diinya petrol ticaretinin biiyiik
bir kisminin ABD’nin kontroliinde olmasi, Cin ekonomisi i¢in biiyilk bir tehdit
olusturmaktadir. Biitiin bunlara ek olarak, Cin’in Hint Okyanusu’na olan cografi
uzakligi ve bu okyanustaki Amerikan donanmasinin hakim konumu, durumu

karmasik bir hale getirmektedir.

Enerji nakil yollarinda olusabilecek herhangi bir tikanmanin, enerji arzinda
bliylik aksamalara yol agacagimi diisiinen Cin, deniz ticaret yolunu giivenli hale

getirmek icin biiyiik ¢aba sarf etmektedir. Bu sebeple Cin, bolge iilkelerine askeri ve
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ekonomik yardimlarda bulunmakta, alternatif ticaret yollar1 olusturmakta, limanlar
ve deniz tsleri insa etmektedir. Pakistan’da Gwadar Limani, Sri Lanka’da
Hambontato Limani, Banglades’te Chittagong Limani ve Myanmar’da baslatilan
Kyakpuhu demiryolu ve petrol boru hatt1 projeleri Cin’in Hint Okyanusu bolgesinde
baslattig1 en 6nemli girisimlerindendir. Kendi anakarasindan Ortadogu ve Afrika’ya
uzanan deniz ticaret yolu iizerinde baslatilan bu girisimler Cin’in “Inci Dizisi”

stratejisi olarak adlandirilmaktadir.

Hint Okyanusu’nun, Hindistan acisindan énemi incelendiginde ise Oniimiize
Cin ile benzer sonuclar ¢ikmaktadir. Giiney Asya’nin en kalabalik ve en gii¢lii tilkesi
olan Hindistan, Soguk Savas doneminde tarafsizlik politikas1 yiirtitmiis, uygulamaya
gecirdigi ekonomik reformlar sayesinde biiyiikk bir yiikselis ivmesi yakalamistir.

Bagimsizlik sonrast Hindistan ekonomisi sirasiyla;

1. 1950-1965 yillarin1 kapsayan donemde “sosyalist bir toplum modeli”ne
ulagmak i¢in uygulamaya konulan “karma ekonomi”,

2. 1965-1973 yillar1 arasinda yoksullugu azaltmaya yonelik uygulanan “Yesil

59293

Devrim”*™ politikasi,

3. 1973-1980 petrol fiyatlarindaki artisa bagli ortaya ¢ikan doviz darbogazina

kars1 uygulamaya konulan “D1s Soklara Uyum Dénemi”,

4. 1980-1991 kurakliga bagli i¢ sok ve petrol fiyatlarinda goriilen ikinci
biiyiik artisa tepki olarak uygulamaya konulan “Ekonomik Liberallesme
Doénemi” yagamis,

5. Soguk Savas’in sona ermesiyle birlikte “serbest piyasa ekonomisi”

modeline gecis yapllmlstlr.zg4

1990’Ih yillarda uygulanan ekonomik reformlar sayesinde iilke hizla
sanayilesmis, tipki Cin gibi enerji ihtiyaci artmig ve artan enerji talebini karsilamak
icin Hint Okyanusu’na daha fazla bagimli hale gelmistir. Ayrica bolgesinde

komgsulariyla 6zellikle Pakistan’la yasadigi sorunlar neticesinde Hindistan, askeri

2% Yesil Devrim, iigiincii diinya iilkelerinde basariyla uygulanan tarim politikalarma verilen genel bir
addur.

24 Sumru Oz, “Kiiresel Rekabette Yeni Bir Giig: Hindistan”, TUSIAD-Sabanci Universitesi Rekabet
Forumu, 11/446, (2007), s.1-7.
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giiclinli devamli artirmis ve bu durum, gii¢lii bir ekonomiyi zorunlu kilmistir.
Hindistan, Cin gibi enerji ihtiyacinin biiyiik bir boliimiinii Hint Okyanusu {izerinden
karsilamaktadir. Bu sebeple Hint Okyanusu’ndaki enerji nakil hatlarinin giivenligi,
Hindistan agisindan da biiyilkk 6nem tagimaktadir. Cin’in enerji nakil hatlarinda
olusacak herhangi bir tikaniklik durumunda biiyiik bir ekonomik krizle kars1 karsiya
kalacag: gerekcesiyle Hint Okyanusu deniz ticaret yolu iizerinde uyguladig1 “Inci
Dizisi” stratejisi, Hindistan tarafindan kendi ulusal ¢ikarlaria acik bir tehdit olarak
algilanmaktadir. Her ne sebeple olursa olsun, kendi cografyasinda boylesi olusumlara
kesinlikle miisaade etmeyecegini dile getiren Hindistan, Cin’in Hint Okyanusunda
baslattig1 girisimlere karst bir ‘dengeleme politikasi’ uygulamaya baslamistir. Bu
dengeleme politikasi, dahili, harici ve ekonomik dengeleme stratejilerinden
olusmaktadir. Ulkelerin artan ticaret hacmi ve deniz ticaret yolu iizerinde yasanan bu
gerilimler, Hint Okyanusu bolgesinin 6nemini daha da artirmaktadir.

. . g o - . . 2
Diinya petrol rezervinin %66’sina ve dogalgaz rezervinin %35’ine sahip®®

olan Hint Okyanusu bolgesi, yillik yaklasik 100.000 yiik gemisine, toplam konteyner
yiikiiniin %61 ine ve petrol {irlinleri ticaretinin %70’ine ev sahipligi yapmaktadlr.296
Dolayistyla hizli gelisen diinya iilkeleri arasinda ilk siralarda yer alan iki Asya devi;
Hindistan ve Cin i¢in bu okyanusun onemi giin gectikge artmaktadir. Fakat Hint
Okyanusu bolgesi, giiniimiizde siirekli artan giivenlik sorunlartyla kars1 karsiyadir.
Yiiksek niifus artig oraminin yaninda, yoksulluk, politik istikrarsizlik, dogal
felaketler, gida ve su sikintisi, terdrizm, siir anlagmazliklari, deniz korsanligi gibi
sorunlar bolgenin en 6nde gelen ¢ikmazlar1 arasindadir. Hindistan ve Cin hem bu
giivenlik kaygilarin1 gidermek hem de enerji ithalatinin giivenligini saglamak igin

bolgedeki askeri gliglerini artirma yoluna gitmislerdir. Bdlgede yasanan bu

hareketlilik, iki iilke arasindaki iliskilerin gerilmesine yol agmistir.

Bu calismanin amaci, Hint Okyanusu’nda bdlgesel hakimiyet kurmak isteyen
Cin ve Hindistan arasinda yasanan rekabeti incelemektir. Bu rekabette hem Cin hem
de Hindistan, Hint Okyanusu’nda ekonomik, politik ve askeri agidan hakim gii¢

olmay1 amaglamaktadirlar. Bu ¢alisma, bolgenin jeostratejik 6nemini Grneklerle

2% Dudley, op.cit., “BP Statistical Review ofWorld Energy June 2016”.
2% Hornat, op.cit., “The power triangle in the Indian Ocean”, p.1-19.
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aciklamay1, Hindistan ve Cin’in bolgedeki stratejik ¢ikarlari hakkinda bilgi vermeyi,
Hint Okyanusu Bolgesi'nde Cin’in uyguladigi “Inci Dizisi” stratejisine kars
Hindistan’in uyguladigi dengeleme politikasin1 analiz etmeyi ve iki iilke arasinda

ileride yasanmas1 muhtemel krizleri tahmin etmeyi amaglamaktir.

HINT OKYANUSU BOLGESININ JEOSTRATEJIK ONEMIi

Diinyanin en yogun enerji ticaret yolunu biinyesinde bulundurmasi sebebiyle
biitiin bolge iilkeleri i¢in hayati derecede 6nem tasiyan Hint Okyanusu, sayica ¢ok ve
oldukca dar gec¢is noktalarina sahiptir. Bunlarin en onemlileri; Malakka Bogazi,

Hiirmiiz Bogazi ve Bab- el-Mandeb Bogaz1’dir.

Malezya Yarimadasi ve Endonezya’ya bagli Sumatra Adasi arasinda 805 km
uzunluga sahip dar bir bogaz olan Malakka Bogazi, bdlgenin en gelismis ticaret
devletleri olan Cin, Japonya, Giiney Kore ve Tayvan‘it uluslararasi ticarete
baglamaktadir. Ayrica, Okyanusya ve Pasifik Okyanusu arasinda ana gegis noktasini
olusturur. Cin, Afrika ve Ortadogu’dan ithal ettigi petroliin %77’sini bu bogaz
tizerinden saglamaktadir. Konumu itibariyle bogaz, Cin icin hayati derecede 6nem
tagimaktadir. Ciinkii bogazda olusabilecek herhangi bir tikaniklik, enerji ithalatinin

durmasi1 anlamina gelmektedir.

Hindistan acisindan Malakka Bogazi’nin 6nemi oldukca fazladir. Hindistan
icin bolgedeki ulusal ¢ikarlarini korumak ve “Doguya Bakis” politikas1 kapsaminda
Malakka Bogazi’nin giivenligini saglamak oldukg¢a 6nemlidir. Bogazin yakinlarinda
bulunan Andaman ve Nikobar adalarinda askeri iis ve birlik bulundurmasi,
Hindistan’in bu bogazin giivenligine verdigi Oonemin acik bir gostergesidir. Bu
kapsamda Hindistan, Endonezya, Malezya ve Singapur gibi bolge iilkeleriyle
ortakliklar kurarak bolgedeki terorizm, deniz korsanligi ve silah kagakgiliginin

onlenmesi i¢in askeri operasyonlar yiirtitmektedir.

Hint Okyanusu Tlizerinde bir diger O6nemli gecis noktasi ise Hiirmiiz
Bogazi’dir. Umman Korfezi ile Basra Korfezi’ni birbirine baglayan Hiirmiiz Bogazi,
diinyanin petrol ticaretindeki en 6nemli geg¢is noktalarindan birisidir. Kizildeniz’i
Hint Okyanusu’na baglamakta ve on binlerce geminin Asya’dan Afrika’ya gegisini

saglamaktadir. Diinya petroliiniin yaklasik %20’si ve Ortadogu petroliiniin %40’1 bu
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bogaz iizerinden taginmaktadir. Stratejik Onemi nedeniyle, ABD donanma
filolarindan birini Basra Korfezi’'ne yerlestirmistir. Clinkii Hiirmiiz Bogazi’nda enerji
nakli sirasinda olusabilecek herhangi bir aksaklik, ABD’nin c¢ikarlarini 6nemli
Ol¢iide etkileyecektir. Hiirmiiz Bogazi, sadece ABD i¢in degil; bdlgenin iki biiyiik
giicii olan Cin ve Hindistan i¢in de olduk¢a 6nemlidir. Oregin Cin, petrol
ihtiyacinin {igte birini, 6te yandan Hindistan, ham petrol ihtiyacinin yarisindan

fazlasin1 Hiirmiiz Bogaz1 lizerinden karsilamaktadir.

Kizil Deniz’1 Hint Okyanusu’na baglayan ve diinya enerji ticaretinin biiyiik
bir kisminin taginmasini saglayan Bab-el-Mendeb Bogazi, bolgenin bir diger 6nemli
gecis noktasidir. Basra Korfezi’nden Batili devletlere taginan petrol ve dogalgazin
yaklasik %30’u bu geg¢is noktasi iizerinden tasinmaktadir. Cin, olas1 enerji krizlerine
kars1 enerji temin yollarim1 ¢esitlendirmek icin Afrika {ilkelerine biiyiik yatirimlar
yapmakta ve bu ticaretin giivenligine de biiylik 6nem vermektedir. Bu yiizden Cin,
Bab-el-Mandeb Bogazi’ndaki enerji giivenliginin saglanmasi igin Cibuti’ye askeri iis
kurmaktadir. Ote yandan Hindistan, ekonomik biiyiimesini siirdiirmek igin ihtiyag
duydugu enerjinin biiyiik bir kismini1 Korfez iilkelerinden Bab-el-Mandeb Bogazi
kanaliyla saglamaktadir. Bogazin agik ve giivenli tutulmasi i¢in son yillarda
Hindistan donanmasi diizenli olarak Korfez iilkelerinin limanlarini ziyaret etmekte,
askeri personellerine egitimler vermekte ve ortaklasa deniz tatbikatlar

gerceklestirmektedir.

Hint Okyanusu Boélgesi, Hindistan ve Cin agisindan sadece jeostratejik dnem
tasimamakta ayni zamanda biinyesinde her iki llke i¢in de stratejik ¢ikarlar

barindirmaktadir.

CIN’IN HINT OKYANUSUNDAKI STRATEJIK CIKARLARI

Genis yiizOl¢limii, zengin yeralt1 kaynaklar1 ve kalabalik niifusuyla Cin, tarih
boyunca uluslararas1 sistemde Onemli bir konuma sahip olmustur. Uluslararasi
politikadaki asil agirligimi 1978 yilinda devlet baskani Deng Xiaoping tarafindan
gerceklestirilen ekonomik reformlar sayesinde kazanan Cin, ekonomik olarak biiytik
gelisme gostererek diinyada 6nemli bir giic durumuna gelmistir. Hizla biiyiiyen

ekonomisi, Cin’1 ayn1 zamanda diinyanin en fazla enerji tiiketen {ilkesi durumuna
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getirmistir. Enerji konusunda 1970’lerde kendi kendine yeten bir {iilke iken
1990’larda disa bagimli bir lilke haline gelen Cin, bugiin neredeyse enerji ihtiyacinin
%60’ m1 dis kaynaklardan karsilamaktadir. Cin, bu enerji ihtiyacinin biiylik bir
kismin1 Ortadogu’dan baglayarak Hint Okyanusu’nu takip edip Giiney Cin Denizi’ne
ulasan deniz ticaret yoluyla karsilamaktadir. Bu ticaret yolunda son yillarda artan
yogunluga bagli olarak deniz korsanli§i ve uluslararasi terdrizm gibi gilivenlik
tehditlerinin olugmasi, Cin’i olduk¢a tedirgin etmektedir. Bu baglamda Hint
Okyanusu bélgesi, Cin i¢in temel giivenlik alan1 haline gelmistir. Ozellikle Malakka
Bogazi’nda yasanabilecek olasi bir tikanikligin ulusal ekonomik biiylimesine zarar
verebilecegi endisesini duyan Pekin yoOnetimi, enerji ticaret yolunun giivenligini
giivence altina almaya, enerji naklinde olusacak aksamalarda kullanilmak iizere

alternatif ticaret yollar1 bulmaya ¢cabalamaktadir.

Bu yilizden Cin son yillarda 6zellikle Malakka Bogazi1 basta olmak tizere
deniz ticaret yolunun giivenligini saglamak amaciyla bir takim girigimlerde
bulunmaktadir. Bu girisimlerin bazilari, Pakistan’da Gwadar, Sri Lanka’da
Hambontato, Banglades’te Chittagong liman ingaatlari, Cin-Pakistan ekonomik

koridoru ve Myanmar demiryolu projeleridir.

Asya-Pasifik cografyasinin biiyiik bir boliimiiniin denizlerle ve okyanuslarla i¢
ice olmas1 sebebiyle Cin ve Hindistan arasinda deniz yollar1 konusunda ciddi bir
rekabet yasanmaktadir. Ozellikle uzun yillar boyunca batili devletler arasinda bir
rekabet alan1 olan Hint Okyanusu, 1990 sonrasinda iki iilke arasinda ciddi bir rekabet
alan1 haline gelmistir. Ekonominin artan 6nemi, llkeler arasindaki rekabeti iyice
artirmig ve giiniimiizde askeri ve siyasi miicadelenin yerini almistir. Cin, bu
baglamda, gelistirdigi ve tizerindeki her bir noktanin birer “inci” tanesi olarak
tanimlandig1 bir deniz ticaret rotasinm ifade eden “Inci Dizisi Stratejisi” ile kendi
anakarasindan Port Sudan’a uzanan deniz ticaret yolu iizerinde stratejik limanlar insa
ederek ABD’nin bu enerji yolu iizerindeki hakimiyetine kars1 bir alternatif
olusturarak enerji giivenligini saglamayr amaglamaktadir. Tayvan’dan Hiirmiiz

Bogaz1 ve Dogu Afrika’ya kadar uzanan bu rotanin en onemli noktalari: Malakka
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Bogazi, Myanmar’da Sittwe, Banglades’te Chittagong, Sri Lanka’da Hambantota,

Pakistan’da Gwadar, Hiirmiiz Bogazi ve Aden Kérfezi’dir.?®’

Inci Dizisi {izerindeki en &nemli nokta hi¢ siiphesiz ki Pakistan’da yapimi
devam etmekte olan Gwadar Limani’dir. Cin’in Ortadogu enerji kaynaklarina
kesintisiz ulasabilmesi ve bu enerji kaynaklarinin giivenliginin saglanmasinda
Gwadar liman1 olduk¢a kritik bir konumdadir. Cin’in en biiylik petrol ihracatgilari
hi¢ siliphesiz Ortadogu iilkeleridir. Giivenlik agisindan riskli olan bu bolgede
denetimi saglayabilmek i¢in Cin, limanin bélgeye olan yakinliginin avantajini
kullanmak istemektedir. Bu kapsamda, liman1 Cin topraklarina baglamak amagli,
Cin-Pakistan Ekonomik Koridoru (CPEC) adi verilen bir boru hatt1 projesi
baslatilmistir. Bu koridor ve liman insaatlarinda calisan yaklasik 2,5 milyon Cinli
is¢inin calismasi ve bunlarin giivenliginin Cin ordusu tarafindan saglaniyor olmasi
limanin yalnizca ekonomik amagli olmadigi, ayn1 zamanda askeri bir nitelik
tasidigin1 da gostermektedir. Gwadar limani ve boru hatti projesi sayesinde Cin,
Ortadogu enerji  kaynaklarma  Pakistan {izerinden dogrudan ulasmayi

planlamak‘[adlr.298

Bunun yam sira Pakistan’in kuzey bolgeleri ile Cin’i dogrudan
baglayan Karkorum Otoyolu yenileme caligsmalari, Cin’e bolgede hareket serbestisi
kazandirmaktadir. Pakistan ile ortaklasa yapilan bu girisimle Cin, Malakka Bogazi
tizerinden saglanan enerji nakil hattina alternatif bir hat olusturma sansi

yakalamlstlr.299

Cin’in yaklasik 1 milyar dolar harcadig1 Sri Lanka’ da bulunan Hambantota
Liman Projesi, Cin’in Inci Dizisi iizerinde bulunan bir diger noktadir. Cin’e pek ¢ok
acidan katki saglayacak liman, 6zellikle Chagos Adalari’ndaki ABD’nin en 6nemli
tislerinden birisi olan Diego Garcia’ya yakinligi agisindan olduk¢a onemli bir
konumdadir. Onemli bir enerji terminali olarak gérev yapacak olan liman, {izerinde

bir yakit dolum ve bir yakit depolama tesisi barindirmaktadir. Cin gemileri

297 Khurana, op.cit., “China’s Maritime-strategic”, p. 4.

%8 Ziad Haider, “Baluchis, Beijing and Pakistan“s Gwadar Port,” Georgetown Journal of
International Affairs (Kis/Bahar 2005): 98.

2% Iskander Rehman, “Keeping the Dragon at Bay: India”s Counter-Containment of China in Asia”,
Asian Security (2009): 118-1109.
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Hambantota Limani’nda mola vererek yakit ikmali ger¢eklestirmekteler ve boylelikle

deniz asir1 cografyalarda etkinlik kurabilme imkan1 yakalayabilmek‘[edirler.300

Cin’in “Inci Dizisi” rotas1 iizerindeki diger bir énemli nokta ise, Bengal
Korfezi’nde bulunan Chittagong Limani’dir. Limanin modernizasyonu ile Cin ile
Banglades arasinda ekonomik iliskiler gelistirilmis ve stratejik bir ortaklik
kurulmustur. Ayrica Banglades’e saglanan askeri ve ekonomik yardimlar, {ilkenin
kalkinmasia biiyilkk katki saglamaktadir. Liman sayesinde Cin, Malakka

Bogazi’ndan 6nce konaklama imkani1 kazanmistir.

Cin’in Inci Dizisi stratejisinde kilit énemde olan diger bir nokta ise
Myanmar’da bulunan Sittwe Limanidir. Cin, limanin altyapt ¢alismalarina ilave
olarak Myanmar’da Hianggyi ve Khaukphyu demiryolu projeleri baglatmistir.
Cografi konumu nedeniyle kritik bir pozisyona sahip olan Sittwe Limani, Cin
acisindan Malakka Bogazi’na, Gwadar Limani gibi alternatif bir diger ulasim hatt1
olarak goriilmektedir. Olast bir Malakka Bogazi tikanikliginda Chittagong Limani
tizerinden gelen Cin ticaret gemileri, Sittwe Limani’na yanasacak, buradan yiiklerini
Khaukpyu demiryolu aracilifiyla Cin’e dogrudan aktarabilecektir. Ayrica Cin,
Myanmar yakinlarinda bulunan ve Malakka Bogazi’na ¢ok yakin bir konumda olan
Coco Adalar1 tlizerinde bir dinleme istasyonu kurmustur. Bu istasyon vasitasiyla
Andaman ve Nikobar Adalari’nda konuslu Hindistan gii¢lerini ve bolgedeki deniz
ticaret yolunu takip etme sansi yakalamigtir. Cin, diinya pazarina dogrudan agilmak
icin Myanmar ile ¢ok kritik bir isbirli§i yapmis ve Hint Okyanusu’nun
kuzeydogusunu kontrol altinda tutabilmenin yollarim1 aramaya baslamistir. Son
yillarda Cin ile Hindistan arasinda Myanmar iizerinde ciddi bir rekabet
yasanmaktadir. Hindistan’in Andaman Adalari’nda, Cin’in de Coco Adalari’ndaki

varliklari, iki iilke arasinda Myanmar iizerinde kontrol saglama yarisina yol agmistir.

Bunlarin yam1 sira Maldivler’de, Seyseller’de ve Madagaskar’da da ¢esitli
limanlar insa etmeye baslayan Cin, diinyadaki petrol ve dogalgaz pazarlarina

ulagabilmek icin Hindistan aciklarinda glivenli bir hat olusturmay:

%0 pavid L.O. Hayward, “China in the Indian Ocean: A Case of Uncharted Waters”, Independent Strategic

Analysis of Australia’s Global Interests Strategic Analysis Paper (2010): 4.
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amaglamaktadir.** Giiney Cin Denizi ve Hint Okyanusu’nda daha giigli olmayi
amaclayan Cin’in askeri harcamalarin1 artirmasi ve donanmasini modernize etme

cabalar1 bolge tilkeleri tarafindan kaygiyla izlenmektedir.

Cin, Pakistan, Banglades, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka gibi bolge iilkelerine
yaptig1 askeri yardimlar [silah, niikleer askeri teknoloji] ve ekonomik yatirimlar
[liman ingaati, demir yolu, boru hatti] karsiliginda birtakim imtiyazlar [donanma
bulundurma, liman isletmeciligi, gozetleme istasyonu] edinmistir. Cin’in, Hint
Okyanusu’nda yaptigi bu girisimler her ne kadar ekonomik amaglh goriinse de
Hindistan tarafindan kendisini ¢evrelemeye yonelik bir dizi girisim olarak
algilanmaktadir. Bircok Hintli analiste gore, Cin’in bolgede olusturdugu denetim
mekanizmasi her ne kadar ekonomik amagl goriinse de, bu mekanizma ileride askeri
amagl olarak kullanilacak ve bu da Hindistan’in Hint Okyanusundaki stratejik

c¢ikarlarina zarar verecektir.

HINDISTAN’IN HINT OKYANUSU’NDAKI STRATEJIK
CIKARLARI

Afrika, Avrupa, Bat1 Asya, Orta Asya, Gliney Asya ve Avustralya’y1 birbirine
baglayan diinyanin en yogun ticaret yolu ilizerinde bulunan Hindistan, cografi ve
stratejik agidan Hint Okyanusu’nda birgok avantaja sahiptir. Bu avantajlar
kullanarak Hindistan, artan petrol ve dogalgaz ithalatinin devamlilifini ve enerji
giivenligini  saglamayr amaclamaktadir. Ayrica mevcut bolgesel giivenlik

sorunlariyla bas ederek bolgedeki stratejik ¢ikarlarini korumak istemektedir.

1990’1 yillarda uygulamaya konulan ekonomik reform paketleriyle hizli bir
yiikselise gecen Hindistan ekonomisi, savunma sanayisine hatir1 sayilir bir pay
ayirmaya baglamistir. Fakat gelisen sanayisine bagli olarak biiylik oranlarda enerji
tiketmeye baslamistir. Dogal kaynaklar1 kendi ihtiyaglarin1 karsilama konusunda
yetersiz kalan Hindistan, giderek artan bir sekilde enerjide disa bagimli bir iilke
haline gelmistir. Bugiin Hindistan yillik petrol ihtiyacinin yaklasik % 70’ini Bati

Asya’dan karsilamakta ve ticaretinin biiyiik kismini ise Hint Okyanusu iizerinden

%% David L.O. Hayward, “China in the Indian Ocean: A Case of Uncharted Waters”, Independent
Strategic Analysis of Australia’s Global Interests Strategic Analysis Paper (5 July 2010).
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yapmaktadir. Bu durum, Hindistan i¢in Hint Okyanusu’nun Onemini ikiye

katlamustir.

Ekonomik yiikseligini siirdirme ve Hint Okyanusu’nda egemen gilic olma
arzusunda olan Hindistan, Hint Okyanusu deniz ticaret yolunun giivenliginin
saglanmasini giivenlik stratejisinin merkezine yerlestirmistir. Fakat Hindistan,
bolgede deniz korsanligi, terdrizm, sinir sorunlari, illegal orgiitlerin faaliyetleri ve
Cin’in “Inci Dizisi Stratejisi” gibi birgok giivenlik tehdidiyle kars1 karsiyadir. Bunlar
icerisinde Hindistan igin en énemli olan1 Cin’in “Inci Dizisi Stratejisi”dir. Inci Dizisi
stratejisi ile Cin, Hindistan’in komsulariyla ¢ok yakin ekonomik, stratejik ortakliklar
kurmus ve bu iilkelerde birgok girisim baslatmistir. Bunlardan Hindistan agisindan en
fazla tehlike arz edeni, Cin-Pakistan ortakligidir. Cin-Pakistan Ekonomik Koridoru
(CPEC) projesi ile Pakistan, ekonomik olarak gelismeye baslamis, bu proje
kapsaminda yapilan Gwadar Limani’yla da ticarette 6nemli bir konum kazanmustir.
Cin-Pakistan askeri iligkileri hizla ilerlemis, Cin’den temin edilen niikleer teknoloji
transferi sayesinde Pakistan, Hindistan karsisinda 6nemli bir denge unsuru olmaya
devam etmistir. Ote yandan, Cin’in Myanmar, Banglades ve Sri Lanka ile olan
ekonomik iligkilerinin gelismesi, Hindistan tarafindan Cin’in bolgede egemen giic

olma arzusunun gostergeleri olarak algilanmaktadir.

Hindistan’in kars1 karsiya kaldig bir diger giivenlik sorunu ise komsulariyla
olan smir sorunlaridir. Bunlardan en Onemlileri, Pakistan ile yasanan Kesmir ve
Siachen sorunlari; Cin ile yasanan Arunachal Pradesh ve Aksai Chin sinir
sorunlaridir. Bu bolgelerdeki dogal kaynaklarin kullanimi konusunda yasanan

rekabet ve taraflarin bolgede egemenlik kurma ¢abalar1 halen devam etmektedir.

Hindistan’in kars1 karsiya kaldigi diger bir gilivenlik sorunu da teror
saldirilaridir. Bunlardan en onemlisi, 26 Kasim 2008 tarihinde gergeklesen Mumbai
teror saldirilaridir. Bu terdr saldirilari sonrasinda Hindistan, deniz giivenlik
stratejisini yeniden gozden gecirmek zorunda kalmis ve askeri kabiliyetlerin
modernizasyonu, erken ihbar ve ikaz sistemlerinin temin edilmesi gibi birtakim

tedbirler almstir.
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Ote yandan zayif ydnetimler ve yetersiz ekonomik kosullar yiiziinden ortaya
cikan yasadisi 6rg1'itler302 de Hindistan i¢in Hint Okyanusu’nda ortaya ¢ikan kaygi
verici sorunlardan bir digeri olmustur. Bu yasadis1 orgiitlerle miicadelesini siirdiiren
Hindistan, bolgede istikrarin saglanmasi i¢in biiyiilk ¢aba sarf etmektedir. Fakat
tilkede yaklagik 360 milyon insanin yoksulluk smirmin altinda yasamasi bu tiir

orgiitlerin yok edilebilmesine engel olmaktadir.

Hindistan bolgedeki tiim bu sorunlarla bas edebilmek icin komsulariyla olan
ikili iligkilerini gelistirme yoluna gitmistir. Ciinkii Cin, bolge iilkelerinin zayif
ekonomilerinden istifade etmekte ve onlara ekonomik ve askeri yardimlarda

bulunmaktadir. Bu durum Hindistan tarafindan kaygiyla izlenmektedir.

CIN’IN HINT OKYANUSU’NDAKI <“INCI DiziSi” DENETIM
MEKANIZMASININ DENGELENMESI

Bolgesinde egemen gii¢ olmaya ¢alisan Hindistan, tarihsel bir takim sorunlar
yasadig1 komsu iilkeleriyle bdylesi siki iligkiler kuran Cin’in Hint Okyanusu’nda
artan etkisinden fazlasiyla rahatsizlik duymaktadir. Ozellikle, “Pakistan—Cin” ittifaki,
Hindistan tarafindan biiyiik bir tehdit olarak algilanmaktadir. Cin’in “Deniz Ipek
Yolu” projesi kapsaminda Hint Okyanusu’nda baslattig1 girisimleri kendisine kars1
olusturulan bir ¢evreleme politikasi olarak géren Hindistan, bolgedeki Cin etkisini
kirmak i¢in karsi bir dengeleme politikas1 baslatmistir. Bu politika kapsaminda;
kendi i¢ dinamiklerini kullanarak “dahili dengeleme”, bolgede ¢ikarlari olan diger
biiyiikk giiclerin yardimlarin1 alarak ‘“harici dengeleme” ve ekonomik Orgiitler
icerisinde aktif bir politika izleyerek komsular1 iizerindeki Cin ekonomik etkisini

kirmak amagli “ekonomik dengeleme” faaliyetleri yiiriitmektedir.

Dahili dengeleme stratejisi ile Hindistan, savunma harcamalarini artirmakta,
ordusunu  modernize etmekte ve deniz gilivenlik  stratejisini  yeniden
sekillendirmektedir. Bu baglamda Hindistan, diinyada askeri teknoloji anlaminda
lider olan ABD, Fransa, Japonya, Israil gibi iilkeler ile savunma anlagmalar1 yaparak

askeri giiclinii artirma yoluna gitmistir.

%02 PLGA -Peoples Liberation Guerrilla Army: Halk Kurtulus Gerilla Ordusu- , Tamil Tigers - Tamil
Gerillalar1- , Eelam People’s Democratic Party, Tamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal Peoples’ Aman
Committee, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, Muttahida Qaumi Movement ve ISI bolgede faaliyet gosteren
illegal orgiitlerdendir.
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Harici dengeleme stratejisi, bolgedeki artan Cin etkisine karst Hindistan’in
giristigi bir diger dengeleme stratejisidir. Hindistan bu stratejisi ile bolge iilkeleri ve
savunma anlasmalar1 yaptig1 diger iilkelerle birlikte Hint Okyanusu’nda
(MALABAR [Hindistan, ABD, Japonya], INDRA-NAVY, MILAN, IBSAMAR
[Hindistan, Brezilya, Giiney Afrika], JIMEX [Hindistan ve Japonya], SIMBEX
[Hindistan ve Singapur], SLINEX-II [Hindistan ve Sri Lanka]) askeri tatbikatlarini
gerceklestirmistir.  Ayrica Hindistan, “Doguya Bakis” politikasi kapsaminda
Gilineydogu Asya iilkeleri (Vietnam, Kambogya) ile iliskilerini gelistirmis ve Giliney
Cin Denizi’ne savas gemilerini gondererek bolgede Cin’e karsi gilic gosterisinde
bulunmustur. Biitiin bu girisimler, Cin tarafinda ciddi bir endise ile takip

edilmektedir.

Ote yandan, kendisine komsu olan iilkeler iizerinde artan Cin ekonomik
etkisini kirmaya c¢alisan Hindistan, “ekonomik dengeleme” stratejisini devreye
sokmustur. Hindistan, kendisine komsu olan iilkelerin tizerinde Cin’in olusturdugu
ekonomik baskiyr ortadan kaldirmak ve onlarin ekonomik olarak kalkinmalarini
saglamak icin ¢aba sarf etmektedir. Bu baglamda, Hindistan komsulariyla ASEAN
bolgesel forumu, Dogu Asya zirvesi, BCIM (Banglades, Cin, Hindistan, Myanmar)

303

ortakligi, ticlii toplantilar, BRIC (Brezilya, Rusya, Hindistan ve Cin)™" gibi bolgesel

orgiitler yoluyla ekonomik ortakliklar kurmustur.
SONUC

Diinyadaki enerji kaynaklar1 giin gectikce tlikenirken iilkeler i¢in bu azalan
enerji kaynaklarina ulasim hayati derecede 6nem kazanmaktadir. Bu durum, ener;ji
bagimlis1 tilkeler arasinda biiyiik bir gii¢ miicadelesi yaganmasina sebep olmaktadir.
Ozellikle Asya Pasifikte, diinyanmn en fazla enerji ihtiyaci duyan iki bilyiik giicii,
Hindistan ve Cin arasinda yasanan giic miicadelesi bunun en 6nemli 6rneklerinden
biridir. Bu gii¢ ¢ekismesi genelde enerji kaynaklarina erisim amagli gibi goriinse de
Cin’in bolgede giderek artan deniz giicii, sadece Hindistan’da degil ayn1 zamanda
Cin’e komsu olan iilkelerde de, Vietnam, Kambogya, Giiney Kore, Japonya ve

Filipinler, biiyiik tereddiitler uyandirmaktadir. Bu asamada ulusal giivenliklerini

%03 Mansingh, op.cit., “India and China”, p.48.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
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giivence altina almak isteyen bu iilkeler igcin ABD vazgegilmez bir ortak olarak

gorilmektedir.

Fakat ABD ekonomisinde son yillarda yasanan gerileme ve bunun yaninda
ABD baskan1 Donald Trump’m, ilkesi i¢in potansiyel bir ticari felaket olarak
degerlendirdigi Trans-Pasifik Anlagsmasi’ndan ¢ekilme niyeti, Cin’in bolgedeki
mevcut giiclinli daha da artiracaginin agik bir gostergesidir. Ayrica Cin ekonomisinde
devam eden yiikselis ivmesi ve Cinli firmalarin diinya ¢apinda baglattiklar1 biiyiik
enerji yatirimlari, Cin ekonomisinin dntimiizdeki 20 yil i¢erisinde ABD’yi yakalayip

gececegini gostermektedir.

Bu kapsamda, Hint Okyanusu bdlgesinde artan Cin etkisini dengelemek
amactyla Hindistan’in baglattigt dengeleme stratejisi’nin  Cin’in ilerlemesini
durdurma ihtimali zayif goriinmektedir. Burada, ABD-Hindistan ortakligi bolgede
olmazsa olmaz bir segcenek olarak goriilmektedir. Diger taraftan eger Cin’in
ekonomik yiikselisi durdurulamazsa, ABD ile Rusya arasinda yiikselen Cin’e karsi
bir ittifak kurulmasi olas1 goriilmektedir. Bugiin ABD’nin Rusya ile Suriye’de ayri
gibi goriinen fakat birlikte yirtittiikleri teror operasyonlari, ileride gergeklesebilecek
olas1 bir ittifakin ilk niivesi olarak gosterilebilir. Fakat Cin’in sadece ekonomik ve
askeri alanda giliciinii artirmakla kalmayip, Asya Pasifikteki stratejik konumdaki
tilkelerle yakin iliskiler yiiriitmesi, bolgede gerilimin devam edeceginin agik bir

gostergesidir.

Cin ve Hindistan arasinda ayn1 cografyada egemen giic olmak amaciyla ciddi
bir ¢ikar ¢atigsmasi yasanmasina ragmen, her iki iilkeninde birbirlerine karsi askeri
giic kullanmaktan kagindiklar1 goériilmektedir. Bu rekabet, donanma tatbikatlar1 ve
niikleer fiize denemeleri gibi sinirli bir gli¢ gosterisi olmaktan teye gecememistir.
“Soguk Savas” olarak adlandirabilecegimiz, Cin-Hindistan iliskileri, glinlimiizde her
ne kadar sakin gibi goriinse de gerek bulunduklari cografyanin stratejik 6neminin
artmasi gerekse hizli ekonomik biiylimelerine bagl olarak enerji agliklarinin artmasi

dolayisiyla dniimiizdeki donemde muhtemel krizlere gebe goriinmektedir.
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