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ABSTRACT

In conjunction with modernism, childhood became to be perceived as a
separate category. Childhood was regarded as a separate category but also children
were seen as the "citizens of future” and consequently, children became a "political
subject.” With the support of mass media along with education, a childhood
compatible with the dominant ideology is being fictionalized. This study aims at
finding answers to questions like how the prominent ideologies along with neoliberal
policies were reflected on children's magazines published between the years of 1980-
2012 and what were the concepts and ideologies on which the childhood phenomenon
wanted to be built in this period. Revealing the dominant ideology that was
transferred via children's magazines gives information regarding what kind of a
childhood was designed in this period and has importance with regard to
understanding political, economic, and cultural changes that Turkey underwent.
Therefore the "Critical Discourse Analysis™ method was used when reviewing
children's magazines in parallel with social, economic and political changes that
Turkey underwent in the study as this method enables the researchers to examine the

issue from a complete perspective.
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OZET

Modernizm ile birlikte cocukluk ayr1 bir kategori olarak algilanmaya
baslanmistir. Ayri bir kategori olarak goriilen cocukluga ayn1 zamanda “gelecegin
yurttaglar1” olarak bakilmaya baslanmis bu durumda ¢ocugu “politik bir 6zne”
konumuna getirmistir. Egitimin yani sira kitle iletisim araglarininda destegi ile
egemen ideoloji ile uyumlu bir ¢ocukluk kurgulanmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, 1980-2012
yillar1 arasinda yayimlanan ¢ocuk dergilerinde neoliberal politikalarla birlikte 6ne
cikan ideolojilerin nasil yansidigi ve bu donemde insa edilmek istenen ¢cocukluk
olgusunun hangi kavramlar ve ideolojiler iizerinden olusturuldugu sorularina cevap
bulmay1 amaglamaktadir. Cocuk dergileri araciligiyla aktarilan egemen ideolojinin
ortaya ¢ikarilmasi, hem donemsel olarak nasil bir ¢ocukluk tasarlandig1 konusunda
bilgi verirken hem de Tiirkiye’ nin gegirdigi siyasal, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel degisimleri
anlamak agisidan 6nem teskil etmektedir. Bu nedenle, ¢alismada, ¢ocuk dergileri
incelenirken, Tiirkiye’nin gecirdigi sosyal, ekonomik ve siyasi degisikliklere paralel
olarak ve biitlinliiklii bir bakis acisiyla inceleme yapilmasina olanak taniyan “Elestirel

Soylem Analizi” yontemi kullanilmstir.
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INTRODUCTION

Problem

Childhood appears before us as a historic, economic, political and cultural
category. Perception of childhood had many breaking points in history and new
understandings of "childhood™ emerged in every period with its idiosyncratic
developments. As Postman (1995:8) stated, the idea of childhood is one of the
greatest inventions of Renaissance as a fiction. Childhood has been supported by
science, nation-state and religious freedom as a social structure and psychological
condition from 15th century till today. As of the Renaissance period, children have
been regarded as a key to the future of the state and the principal goal of education is
determined as raising religionist, disciplined and obedient future citizens
(Cunningham, 1993:6). In 17th century factors like separating the rooms of children,
paying attention to their needs, placing importance on their needs and reduction in
child deaths became prominent. As Oztan (2009:13) stated, spending money for

children almost became a middle-class virtue in 17th century.

The new opinions founded by philosophers like Locke and Rousseau contributed a
great deal to the adoption of childhood as a separate category. Locke stated that
children can be shaped as desired in his work titled "Some Thoughts Concerning
Education" which was published in the later 17th century and this assumption was
activated in the 18th century to a large extent. Locke described the mind of a child as
a "tabula rasa" and stated that the family, teachers, and state are responsible for
processing the minds of children (Oztan, 2011:24). Rousseau, on the other hand,

rejected the belief that children are inherently sinners and suggested that children are



neither good nor bad by birth (Inal, 2014:85). Locke and Rousseau's views have
influenced art and literature as well and children began to be portrayed to symbolize
innocence and simplicity (Cunningham, 1993:72).

One of the philosophers who was preoccupied with childhood is Aries. By looking
at the works of art of the period, Aries argued that the concept of childhood was not
considered in the Middle Ages but some others like Shahar and Heywood objected
Aries. Shahar (1992:1) stated that the children have been appreciated even before
modern society, but it was not possible to idealize the lives of children as the structure
of the society was not convenient. Heywood (2003:19) on the other hand argued that
portraying the children as an artistic object and using it to evidence the emerging idea
of childhood have some problematical aspects. According to Heywood, the fact that
the child was not apparent in the art of Middle Ages merely proves that childhood was
not in use as a meaningful symbol in social discourse at the time (Akbas and
Topguoglu, 2009:96).

Aries also affirmed many points with regard to the process emerged in
conjunction with modernism such as widespread schooling, extended childhood
period, becoming a source of psychological saturation and children's ceasing to be an
economic labor (Aries, 1973:61). But as it will be mentioned later in the study in
detail, some elements in child education came from past to present without never
changing. The unchanged elements in child education are as follows; First of all,
children are subject to a unilateral learning process. They are expected to accept the
information provided to them as absolutely good and accurate (Inal, 2014:32).
Secondly, children are considered as an adult planning and designing in
modern/postmodern societies. And finally, while the children of middle and upper

classes have been benefiting from the blessings of schooling in a way that suits their



age and not dealing with the difficulties and shames of adult life throughout history,
the rate of schooling among the children of working class is rather low (Elkind, 1999:
37).

Another point is that with modernism, children have become an area of interest in
science. In particular, developmental psychology assisted the state to create "ideal
citizens" of future (Sirin, 1999: 156). Therefore, it is just an optimistic approach to
confirm the argument that children gained a value by themselves in conjunction with
modern capitalist periods. Instead of being liberated, children began to be exploited
more. When the modernist construction of childhood is viewed specific to Turkey, it
is observed that there had been some changes in the concept of childhood together
with the foundation of the Republic. The category of childhood has been nationalized
and paternalist policies have been used to create the “ideal Turkish child". The nature
of the "ideal Turkish child" had been frequently expressed by the administrators in
their statements. The most basic features of this ideal type are; respect and love for

state and nation and attachment to values of the Republic for dear life.

When we look at the period between the years of 1980-2012 included in the study,
it is seen that the fact of childhood had been affected by all of the experienced
economic, political and social changes. With neoliberalism, a belief was formed as to
the market should be the mechanism that would shape all economic, social and
political decisions, concepts like the benefit of society and social state were harmed
and the meanings of concepts like citizenship and social life were changed (Giroux,
2007:15). This phase of capitalism created a mobilization towards consumption as an
economic, social and cultural process. A popular description of this period was
"consumption society"”. Consumption culture forces the individuals to buy lifestyles

based on consumption and continuously creates fake needs. In particular,



advertisements have exploited this situation to the full extent and have associated
various ordinary consumer goods with imagery such as romantic love, the desire of
exoticism, beauty, satisfaction, scientific progress and the good life (Featherstone,

1996: 39).

Childhood has also been influenced by all these economic, political and social
changes. Along with the adoption of neoliberal policies in 1980's, it was attempted to
impose on the children that consumption is the source of pleasure and happiness.
While children are abstracted from social facts via consumption, characteristics of
children is increasingly harmonized with the capitalist system. In 1990's however,
Turkish economy was fully liberalized in terms of goods and capital movements.
Competitive power has become the only criterion for success (Kazgan, 2004: 155).
Children have also begun to be trained to become "the most equipped and most

successful™ individuals in the labor (employment) market.

As mentioned above, together with neoliberalism it is seen that the children
became victims of the market economy and one and only target audience of
production and marketing companies. Such that, even the free times of children are
surrounded by Multinational Companies (MNC). Children's magazines that will be
addressed in the review section of the study also aspire "free times" of children. The
"free time" of children remaining from education/school is being controlled and

disciplined through children's magazines (Terkan, 2009: 46).

Children's magazines and education have always been within the other throughout
the history. When it comes to child magazines, in the first children's magazines
published in the world and in Turkey and in many children's magazines published
thereafter, education has always had a significant place. Therefore, when analyzing

children's magazines, they also should be regarded as complements of “child



education" in their free time after school. All beliefs and values wanted to be
implanted in children's minds by way of education are in compliance with the
contents of children's magazines. The reason for this rapport is media's being a
product of a capitalist structuring same as education. Same as education, media also
plays the role of the conveyor of dominant ideologies that it generates in economic
and political power patterns at all times (Tutar, 2014). As will be seen in the review
section of the study, popular children's magazines have been benefited from in
numerous fields from the construction of national identity to focusing on consumption
and spreading religious beliefs.

It is clearly seen that media functions on a basis where the hegemonic discourse is
reproduced and legitimized in daily life. Therefore, in parallel with the education
system, children's magazines hide class differences by minimizing the differences
between the rulers and the ruled in children's minds (Koker, 1998: 74) and thus
naturalize class positions. While children are being taught all virtues of
entrepreneurship in conformity with neoliberal policies, those who are not considered
capable of being an entrepreneur are blamed with individual incompetence and deep
inequalities originating from capitalism itself are camouflaged. Thus, poverty is
associated with fate and the fate of the poor is left to the hands of "charitable

individuals/state".

Conservatism, nationalism, and consumption showed an increase as of 1980's, the
starting point of the study and this development deeply affected the social structure in
Turkey. And these effects had been also involved in children's magazines (Arikan,
2004:13). The rising conservative nationalism dissolved the identities of individuals
and independent groups in the "nation”. And this kind of a nationalism had been

mostly developed along with militarism. In child education during this period,



military glory and conquest were presented as the biggest proof of the greatness of the
nation. When it comes to "glory", "integrity" or "interest” of the nation, lives,
difficulties, ethnic origins of citizens including children are not considered important.
At the same time, while fatalism was imposed in children's magazines, on one hand,
fearless development of children's identity was linked to the consumption power, skill
and priority on the other. Toys, cartoon characters, clothing, accessories and similar
goods included in children's magazines invite children to describe life as
consumption-oriented. And while children consume mass entertainment products,
they become the arena of the dominant one (Segkim, 2009:15).

In this context, the basic problem of the study is how the ideologies that became
prominent along with neoliberal policies which affected Turkey between the years of
1980-2012 reflected on the children's magazines and which concepts and ideologies
had constituted the base of the childhood phenomenon that was wanted to be built in

this period.

To this end, the concepts of ideology and dominant ideology and reflections of

neoliberal ideology on media are addressed in the second part of the study.

In the third section, the relationship between modernism and childhood and also
the changes caused by neoliberalism on childhood phenomenon were addressed. At
the same time neoliberal education policies, children's rights, and child labor have

been mentioned.

In the fourth section, historic events that shaped the media in Turkey were

reviewed both in general and specific to children's magazines.

In the fifth and last section, children's magazines published between the years of



1980-2012 were reviewed under the light of all concepts addressed in the previous
sections. The conclusion involves recommendations based on the whole conceptual

frame of the study and findings obtained upon review of children’'s magazines.

Purpose of the Study

Purpose of the study is investigating the reflections of neoliberal ideology and
other prominent ideologies on children's magazines in parallel with the
political/economic/cultural changes occurred between the years of 1980-2012 and
based on this, provide an insight regarding the childhood phenomenon that was
wanted to be created in the same period. Therefore, children's magazines of the period
have been reviewed in detail. Children's magazines are the first publications prepared
dedicatedly for children and constitute the first written sources specific to them and
the conveying tools of the dominant ideology of the period like the media. Therefore,
revealing the dominant ideology transferred via children's magazines provides
information about what kind of a childhood was designed during this period and has
importance to comprehend the political, economic and cultural changes that Turkey
underwent. In this context, the questions that are intended to be answered in general

are as follows;

e When did the phenomenon of modern childhood come into existence? Did this
phenomenon liberalize the children as promised?

e What were the historic phases of children's magazines?

e What is the contribution of children's magazines to the education of children

as a mass media? Which time interval does it aspire to children's lives?



e How the periodic events and facts experienced in Turkey were reflected on the
reviewed magazines? What kind of an attitude towards these events and facts
was intended to be developed by children?

e What are the values intended to be gained by children in the reviewed
magazines? And what is the relation of all these values with the dominant

ideology?

Periodicals are regarded as the most important written source that can reflect
the events of a certain time, thought and approach along with basic problems and
ideals of the said period (Simsek: 2002:2). Therefore, it is possible to shed light on the
periods that Turkey had and also the childhood phenomenon of those periods by

finding answers to above questions.

Importance of the Study

There are studies on children's magazines conducted in previous years. But
these studies have dealt with only one single children's magazine or on the single
historic era. For example, Mustafa Dogdu was focused on a single era and made a
research regarding "consciousness of citizenship™ in his postgraduate thesis titled
"Forming Consciousness of Citizenship in Children's Magazines Published in One
Party Period, between 1930-1950" written in 2007. In the postgraduate thesis titled
"The Values Intended to be Gained to Children in Dogan Kardes Magazine and the
Emerging Childhood Model" prepared by Goniil Giinaydin in 2005, only the year of
1950 and Dogan Kardes magazine have been reviewed. And finally, Gliven Giirkan
Oztan (2009) addresses the differences and similarities of the transition phase from

Ottoman to Republic and reveals how the child was reconstructed as a "political



subject” during the process of the formation of nation-state in his doctoral thesis titled
"Political Construction of Childhood in Turkey" and the characteristics attributed to
"ideal child". Oztan has reviewed the literary texts, popular publications, textbooks

aimed at children and works taken as guidebooks in child rearing in his study.

The one-party period and year of 1950 have been addressed in the above-
mentioned studies. Therefore, it is important to review different children's magazines
in line with the perception of a complete historic process to extrapolate more
extensive conclusions. At this point, it is considered that this study would contribute
to finding answers to questions like what kind of values have been transferred to
children via children's magazines depending on the social/political and economic
processes that Turkey underwent between the years of 1980 and 2012 and how these

values have been made to be adopted as a lifestyle.

Method

When reviewing children's magazines, the "Critical Discourse Analysis"
method was used in the study in parallel with social, economic and political changes
that Turkey underwent, as this method enables the researchers to examine the issue
from a complete perspective. Even though it will be addressed in detail later in the
study, it would be better to briefly mention the reason for preferring the critical
discourse analysis at this point.

According to Van Dijk (1991), it is necessary to look at the strategies and
structures of discourse in order to understand the role of mass media and messages.
According to him the power is mobilized and reconstructed within and by discourse

and thus, it is not possible to implement power within a society without
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communication - text, and conversation. Critical discourse analysis is a scientific
method to examine meaningful acts such as language and has an important place in
investigating social problems and political issues (Mora; 2006; 328). At the same
time, it is possible to exhibit and disclose the legitimization mechanisms by critically
reviewing the texts that legitimize, reconstruct and normalize social injustice and
imbalance between powers (Yagcioglu, 2002: 3-4).
The reasons to prefer the critical discourse analysis in the study would briefly

be sorted as follows;

1. Revealing the information with respect to the motives behind a text or the

selection of the research method to interpret a text.

2. One of the strongest meaning concepts in critical discourse analysis is
implications. Words, sentences and other textual descriptions imply the
concepts or propositions of the information in the news/text. The implication
is very important in terms of ideological impact.

3. Social and ideological impacts are revealed by telling the same text with
different words and converting it into text. With critical discourse analysis

meanings, ideas and ideologies are revealed (Mora: 2008:22-23).

In the light of aforementioned information, it is aimed to reach to implicit
ideological structures of the texts from their explicit linguistic structures by using
critical discourse analysis in the study. As the method of the study, a literature review
was made within the frame of concepts and theories and a critical discourse analysis
was conducted later on to see how the dominant culture and ideology are

reconstructed through children's magazines.
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While the reviewed children's magazines are analyzed with the method of critical
discourse analysis, the topic titles which can be qualified as the sub-titles of the main
questions for which the answers are sought in the study are determined. The attention
was paid for these sub-titles to form a completeness with the topic title and the

magazines are reviewed under these titles with critical discourse analysis method.

In the light of the conceptual frame of the study, reflections of capitalism and
neoliberal policies on childhood were looked at. These reflections reveal that the
determinant parameters have been the militarist and nationalist discourses for "ideal
Turkish child", religious discourses for "construction of Muslim child", presentation
of charity and "gratitude™, evolving of saving child into consumer child and
successful child phenomenon. Selection of these titles is important as it reveals the
social structure between the years of 1980-2012 examined in the study and traces of
this structure on children's magazines.

As mentioned above, it is understood that when the factors (dominant
ideology, capitalism, modernization, neoliberalism) included in the study are
associated with characters and stories involved in children's magazines between the
years of 1980-2012, the factors underlying the "childhood" in this period have also

been shaped by these concepts.

Conceptual Framework

First of all, it is necessary to state that critical political economy approach was
adopted to better explain the conceptual framework of the study. According to critical
political economy approach, contents of media and meanings of the messages are
essentially determined by the economic structures of the organizations which produce

them (Curran, 1990: 238). The media, which is based on private ownership and
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connected to general economy regards it very important to side with the continuation
of status quo in terms of its own interests (Schiller, 1993: 3). For this reason, it is
necessary to go after "implicit meanings" beyond the appearance of discourses in
media, in order to decipher the relationship between media-economy-politics triangle.
In this context, the relationships of all economic, political and cultural appearances of
social world with history and each other are taken into consideration in the study.

At this point, it is necessary to briefly mention the parts that will form the basis of
the analysis part of the study. With modernization, children have been seen as
"citizens of the future™ and have become the target of dominant ideologies. For this
reason, the concept of dominant ideology is of importance in the study. Therefore,
concepts of ideology and dominant ideology were included in the study. The concept
of ideology is plainly defined in the study as a concept that prevents the power
relations in the society to be clearly seen, covers and hides them (Keat, Urry, 1994,
214-215). Because ideology is a false consciousness that helps to legitimize the
political power and integrate the individual into the system in the capitalist order

(Kazanci, 2006: 71; Sholle, 2005: 263).

Owners and managers of media industry produce and reproduce the ideas they
favor more easily than other social segments. Therefore, ideologies are carried and
conveyed via children's magazines which are the subject of the study. For this reason,
other concepts mentioned in the ideology section of the study are Althusser's
discrimination of “ideological apparatus of the state™ and "oppression apparatus of the
state™ and Gramsci's concepts of "hegemony™ and "common sense".

According to Althusser, the ruling class sustains its power not only with direct

oppression but also with the oppression of ideological devices (Ozbek, 2003:

170). Gramsci also regards hegemony as the role of non-governmental levels and
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sets social hegemony apart from coerciveness as the primary tool of preserving
"social order™ in capitalist societies (Marshall 1999: 299-300). The concept of
hegemony is the ideal representation of the interests of ruling class as universal
interests. In brief, hegemony is manufacturing the consent (Gramsci, 1997).
Another concept by Gramsci is "common sense". In order for hegemony to
operate, opinions of the dominant class should be adopted by other segments of
the society (Aytag, 2004:115-118). In such a case, the major strategy in the
creation of hegemony is the constitution of "common sense” (Karaduman,
2009:19). It is also possible to see the effort to create common values and beliefs
in the discourses of child magazines reviewed in the study. Dominant ideologies
of different periods are legitimized by the ruling class in line with their own area
of interest in children's magazines and transferred to children who are regarded as
"future citizens". The ruling class keeps hold of all channels through which it can
transfer ideologies (children's magazines to be analyzed in the study are an
example of these channels). As Marx and Engels (2010:70) pointed out;
thoughts of ruling class are dominant thoughts in all ages. In other words, the
class that is the dominant financial power of society is also the dominant
mental power. The class that keeps hold of material production tools also has

the mental production tools under its command.

The ruling powers use discourse to serve their own goals (Dursun, 2001:49). In
order to achieve this goal, they develop a framework to formulate a cause célébre
discourse in a way to be supported by broader social segments, gain new members,
mobilize the fans and have access to resources (Seo and Creed, 2002). They use

media to achieve their goal. Accordingly, media is a product of the existing dominant
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discourses that reproduce the dominant ideology (Tokgoz, 2003:183). Media prevents
people to have an awareness about their own reality through monotype thoughts that it
"ensures to be internalized". In other words, media produces "false consciousness"
(Marcuse, 1994:79). One of the five myths introduced by Schiller (2005:19-40) and
used to constitute a packed consciousness, the "myth of unchanging human nature" is
very important for this study and these myths will be addressed later on in the study.
Discourses regarding unchangeability of human nature and the world can also be
found in children's magazines.

The dominant ideology during the years involved in the study was neoliberalism.
Therefore, the concept of neoliberalism has great importance for the study. When the
rise of neoliberal ideology is considered, it is seen that its effectiveness had increased
a great deal all over the world during the last quarter of the twentieth century. It
wrapped not only the economic development dynamics but also all fields as a political
and social organization style. Acceptance and spreading of neoliberal policies
accelerated due to the economic and social impact of 1974 crisis in western societies
(Ordek, 2008:744). As Gambetti (2009:146) stated, neoliberalism became an entirety
of ideas and practices as of 1980's involved in the study, that overcomes the
bottleneck in front of capital accumulation, destroys all obstacles like welfare state
one-by-one and imposes itself upon the world through international organizations and
nation states. Therefore, the interaction between capitalism and children is addressed
in the study and in this context, the concept of modern childhood, the fact of free
time, neoliberal education policies and rights of children are mentioned.

The concept of modernism is also important as childhood is seen as a separate
period and key for the future of the state. In this period, children also became an issue

of concern for science. Scientific studies concentrated on children have provided
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peerless opportunities for the state to create "ideal citizens" (Sirin, 1999: 156). The
state has begun to train children in line with its ideological principles, particularly
through educational institutions. Education became a very intensive and effective tool
as a social and political control mechanism with the modern state (Cetin, 2001: 207).
The principles of sovereignty, creating a nation and powerful central government
envisaged by modern state regarded education as the field to realize these principles.
Therefore, it is obvious from the perspective of the study that

it is an optimistic approach to confirm that children had gained a value by

themselves in the modern capitalist period. Because let alone becoming a subject,

children are exploited more mercilessly to the contrary of all liberalization

promises in modernism (Akbas and Topguoglu, 2009:100).

So much so that their free times are not "free™ anymore. During their time after
school, children are tried to be integrated with the dominant system (Terkan,
2009:46). As mentioned above the subject of this study, children's magazines are the
free time event for children. For this reason, the concept of "free time" is also
included in the study. The goal of capitalism capturing the free time where all sorts of
consumption politics are actualized, opening it to intentional use and create a new free
time ethic. As a hegemonic tool of power, capitalism makes a great effort to make the
ideology that would sustain its position to be adopted by the mass via different
channels. In other words, it works really hard to colonize free time (Aytag, 2004:
116). Children live in a consumption frenzy during their free times based on their so-
called freedom and artificial right to choose and they serve to the capitalist system at
times needed to be used for their development. Consumption gradually becomes a

lifestyle for children and a consumer consciousness running after brands and symbols
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is being built.

Under the title of "child and democracy”, the rights granted to children by
modernism are addressed. Rights granted to children with modernism are artificial
and cannot get the bottom of problems. Organizations like ILO and UNICEF cannot
confront with the nature of capitalist relations of production with regard to children’s
rights (Fuat, 2008) and cannot provide a permanent improvement in this respect.
Children are being subjected to a series of laws that they didn't participate in the
phase of making, exclude them and executed by paternalist policies. Social reality
doesn't match with the forms idealized under the title of children's rights. As long as
the resources are not distributed equally, it doesn't seem possible to talk about a
common childhood that has equal living conditions (Fraklin, 1993:37). Therefore, the
aids granted to children cannot go beyond "fake magnanimity" (Freire, 1998) and
glorify fatalism and sense of being thankful. This point is important for the review
section of the study. This policy is reflected on children's magazines and senses of

"cooperation™ and "fatalism" are reinforced with children's magazines.

Another issue to be addressed in 1980's is the change in media. For this reason,
historic events that shape the media have been investigated in detail and the processes
that children's magazine publication in Turkey were mentioned. Due to the
domination of neoliberal policies in 1980's, regulatory rules based on public service
and public interest in many fields of media, ownership being in the first place, have
been almost removed. Media capital gained momentum in the direction of
monopolization and internationalization (Adakli, 2010:68). Besides this, media serves
to approval and liberalization of neoliberal ideology with its ability to reach broad
masses, persuasiveness and glittering attractiveness (Lull, 2001: 22). Privately owned

mass media are used by capitalists as tools of class domination and media contents are
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constituted by considering the relationship based on mutual interests between the big
media-owning groups and other capital groups (Yaylagiil, 2006:81). In this context, as
Chomsky (2006:76) also stated, when media of the media-capital-state triangle is
affected by the political environment of the society also affects the messages it
conveys. It's also possible to see the effects of this in children's magazines. Because it
is seen that the political environment in the society at that time reflects on children's

magazine either directly or indirectly (via stories).

Assumptions and Hypothesis
Basic assumptions of the study are as follows:

1. In conjunction with modernism, childhood began to be seen as the
"guarantee of state's future". For this reason, child education and
upbringing gained importance. This transformation in the concept of
"childhood" contained a broad area from literature to the theater, from
clothing to places and tools of the game in time.

2. In conjunction with the establishment of modern schools, the idea to equip
children with "ideal" roles and behaviors complying with political will and
the order established by it became widespread.

3. Children's magazines are an effective mass media for the education of

children.

The hypothesis derived from these assumptions can be verbalized as follows: The
ideology of nationalism, conservatism, and consumption that becomes prominent as a

result of neoliberal policies are transferred to children via children's magazines and
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the "childhood™ construct in children's magazines is built in harmony with the

dominant ideology.

Scope and Limitations

A series of difficulties were experienced to access to the magazines published
between the years of 1980-2012. Publications to be reviewed are distributed among
various libraries in Turkey. In order to review the whole collection of a magazine, it is
necessary to visit many libraries. Even so, it is not possible to review the complete
collections of some magazines. Although some of the magazines seem as available in
library records, they cannot be found in their relevant places and some of them are not
given to researchers on the grounds that they are worn-out. The above-mentioned
difficulties limited the study in terms of accessing to complete collections of

children's magazines published in the period concerning the study.

Only five issues of each selected magazine have been reviewed due to excess
number of magazines and limited time. Due to time limitation again, the time interval
to conduct the study was also restricted. The starting point of the study was
determined as the year of 1980, where there were significant economic and social
changes in Turkey and the endpoint was determined as the year of 2012 with intention

of including the first decade of AKP  which came to power in 2002.

Data Collection Technique
In order to reveal the concept of “childhood" that was wanted to be built in
children's magazines published between the years of 1980-2012 and probe the

relationship of this "childhood" with dominant discourse, a broad literature review
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was conducted within the concepts and theories included in the study as a priority.
When the literature was reviewed, local/foreign books, articles and articles, and

dissertations posted on Internet have been taken advantage of.

At the end of the literature review, the theoretical framework of the study was
set up and various libraries have been visited to access to the magazines for the
review section of the study. Some magazines have been accessed online or via
bibliopoles. The following libraries were visited to access the children's magazines:
Library of Istanbul University, Beyazit State Library, Atatiirk Library and National

Library.

Children's magazines reviewed after accessing them via libraries,

bibliopoles and online are below;
v" Can Kardes (Brother Can)
v' Tiirkiye Cocuk (Turkey Child)
v Basak Cocuk (Spica Child)
v" TRT Cocuk (TRT Child)
v" National Kids
v Piggy Bank Kids
v Milliyet Kardes (Milliyet Sibling)

v Oncii Cocuk
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CHAPTER 2
CONCEPT OF IDEOLOGY AND RELATION BETWEEN DOMINANT
IDEOLOGY AND MEDIA

2.1 ldeology

Ideology had been defined in numerous different ways including antipodal
meanings during the historical process. Eagleton (1996:18) points out various
definitions and usages of ideology. These can be enumerated as meaning in social life,
production process of indicators and values, cluster of thoughts by a specific social
group or class, misconceptions used to legitimize the dominant political power,
something which provides a specific position to subject, ways of thinking motivated
by social interests, total status of discourse and power, inevitable environment where
relations of individuals with social structure are experienced and the process during
which social life turns into natural reality.

Basing on the definitions of state, Laclau (1998:73) defines ideology as "an order
which provides and maintains the unity and solidarity of social formation, sustains
and regenerates social conditions of the system and tends towards the same goals with
the state". The factor underlying the pursuit of ideological legitimacy is the will and
belief needed by political power for the acceptance of its decisiveness to ensure
absolute obedience of and govern the society. As Sigmund (1967:96) stated in this
context, we confront with another instrumentalism of ideologies and it is offering a
world of behavioral norms to provide obedience of society to political power.

Political power gains the power to create a world of holistic and total

meanings and actions via ideologies. Ideologies, like religions they replaced,
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necessitate a very strong faith and depict the worlds out of their own as hell and the

world they promise as heaven (Parsons, 1951:349).

The source of ideologies is the social life itself. In the narrowest sense,
ideology can be defined as a concept which prevents explicit visibility of the relations
of political power in society, covers and hides them (Keat, Urry, 1994, 214-215).
Ideology is a deceptive order which ensures the continuation of a repressive political
power (Eagleton, 2005:25). Composed of idea clusters regarding control and struggle
within a social structure, ideology takes shape from values, concepts, thoughts and
symbol systems and reminds how dominant structures which legitimize current order
work (Erdogan and Alemdar 2002: 277). Therefore ideology is stated as a cluster of
misconceptions helping legitimization of political power and integration of
individuals with capitalist system (Kazanci, 2006: 71). It is the appearance of
deceptive ideas regarding financial conditions, products, activities and relations which

don't comply with the economic realities that mankind envisages.

It is beneficial to mention opinions of Karl Marx, Antonio Gramsci and Louis
Althusser to better comprehend discussions on the concept of ideology and opinions

repeated within the scope of criticism.

According to Marx what makes the ideas ideological is concealing the real
nature of social and economic relations and in this way, legitimizing unequal
distribution of economic and social resources in a society. Therefore not all ideas but
only those helping to hide social contradictions are ideological. Therefore even if all
classes, including working class generate ideologies, ideology merely serves the
interests of ruling classes (McLellan, 1999:27). At this point Marx suggests that the

concept of ideology is a distorted argument and a false consciousness which mystifies
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real relations to defend class interests and thus, he separates ideological thought from
others (Usiir, 1997:26).

Defined as the illusory knowledge of material/objective structure and social
practice within the context of false consciousness theory, the concept of ideology
began to be comprehended as a type of consciousness which covers the contradictions
created by capitalism and by making them invisible, creates an understanding of life
in the conscious of people which is in tune with financially dominant powers with
contributions from Marx Frames of mind in a certain period are legitimized by the
ruling class in terms of their fields of interest and imposed on the community.
Thoughts of people emerge as opinions and ideas that the ruling class wants the

people to adopt (Sungur, 2007:127).

When it is approached within the context of this argument, ruling classes who
also supervise the ideological control tools have the power to ideologically bind other
classes to themselves (Celik, 2005:97). This is to say that the production type
determines lifestyle and lifestyle determines the opinions of people and the social and
political structure in which the people live. As Marx and Engels (2010:44) stated,
"Generation of ideas, understandings and consciousness is directly dependent on the
financial activities of people, their mutual financial relations and the language of real

life before anything else."

Ideologies have not risen from earth to sky as they have not dropped from sky
to earth (Marx and Engels, 2010:45). As expressed above ideas and ideology are
contingent upon economic conditions and class relations in production and they are

generated by them. Hence ideology is a system of ideas verbalizing the interest of

! Ideology is defined as "bending the truth". Marx named this bending as "mystification". Mystification
refers to turning a reality, a social reality into an imaginary world (Vergin, 1980:120)
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ruling class which deceptively represents class relations (Alemdar and Erdogan, 1994:
89). At the same time, ldeological structures are regarded as natural (naturalization)
and logical consequences of a historical development (historicization). Thus when a
there is a state of nature or when a state of nature is reached, things will remain as
they are according to ideology (eternalization). In this respect ideology naturalizes,
historicizes and eternalizes (Erdogan and Alemdar,2002:207).

Louis Althusser (1989) suggests that ideology is a nascensy which
automatically affects social life differently at all times and at every phase. Social
practice and ideology are one within the other. It is spread over the whole system and

gained ground in all forms of social existence.

Altusser doesn't find the separation of "state apparatus™ and "state power™ by
Marx to develop the state theory sufficient. He stated that in reality, there are
"Ideological Apparatus of State™ along with the (Repressive) Apparatus of State but
these two concepts should not be confused with each other. While government,
administration, army, police, courts and prisons constitute the "Repressive Apparatus
of State" in Marxist theory, schools, political parties, unions, communication tools
etc. are among the ldeological Apparatus of State according to Althusser (Althusser,
1989:28). Ideological apparatus of the state are always in unity under the "dominant
ideology", the ideology of ruling class, regardless of their diversity. And as the ruling
class possesses the state power and accordingly the repressive tool of the state, it is
necessary to accept that the ruling class is also influential on the Ideological
Apparatus of State. Hence according to Althusser, ruling class sustains its power not
only via direct repression but also via pressure of ideological apparatus. While the
Repressive Apparatus of State operate by force, Ideological Apparatus of State

operate by making the people adopt the ideology. According to Althusser the ruling
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class in capitalism and in Pre-Capitalism social formations had sustained its power
not only with direct repression but together with the oppression of ideological
apparatus which are also based on ideology (Ozbek, 2003:170). While relations and
contradictions between economic, political, legal and social levels recreate capitalism
as a social system, ideology shapes the knowledge needed to reproduce the system as
mental formations of the subjects in this process (Karaduman, 2009:16). So according
to Athusser no group can hold and sustain state power without dominating ideological

apparatus of the state.

Ideological Apparatus of State cause people to have misconceptions about the
world and society they live in. As stated by Karaduman (2009:16); ideologies refer to
people as subjects and by doing so, they naturalize and legitimize social inequalities.
As a reflection of social formation, ideology captures individuals and binds them as
carriers of dominant ideology (Usiir, 1997:43). And instead of emphasizing the force-
based power of the capitalist state, it points out various types of power which would
make this force invisible and even unnecessary in time. This kind of a power is only
possible with mediation (?) of ideology and it becomes abstract within the concept of
"hegemony" (Usiir, 1997:28). There are two phases for the capitalist bourgeoisie to
establish dominance over the proletariat. First one is economic dominance and the
second one is keeping ideas and ideologies of workers under control. Gramsci calls
keeping the ideas which manipulate the social consciousness under control as
"hegemony” (Woodfin, Zarate, 2004:121). By looking at Marx's ideas, Gramsci
suggests that two grand layers of superstructures are "civil society" and "state".
According to Gramsci, the concept of state is composed of civil society and political
society (Su, 2006:64). State is a field of power based on force, repression and political

sovereignty. Civil society is a field of "hegemony" out of state and production but
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based on them. It cannot be said that these two separate fields are implicitly separated.
Because capitalist system is the whole of repression and approval (Duman, 2006:171).
Even though hegemony dialectically contradicts with dominance, actually force and
consent and dominance and hegemony adjoin. Because state keeps enforcement
apparatus to use in the future to ensure and preserve hegemonic system again

or repress those who resist when needed (Gramsci, 1997: 278).

Gramsci's opinion which emphasizes that ideologies stem from the financial
relations in a society shows parallelism with Marx's view on the issue. The statement
of Marx that people comprehend the structural conflicts in the field of ideology is the
source of Gramsci's discussion of the concept of ideology. Source of ideologies is

material and it is in association with hegemonization of social formation (Ozbek,
2011:126-127).

In short capitalism is not administered only by way of violence and political
and economic force but also by way of the dominant culture which ideologically
makes the values of bourgeois the common opinion of society. Thus a reconciliation
culture develops and working class identifies with the welfare of bourgeois for the
sake of its own welfare and far from opposing and revolting, it almost helps the
existing order to sustain (Coban, 2012:5).

Relations of hegemony generally base on internalization of the values of
ruling class by other social layers and turning them into general truths (Aytag,
2004:115-118). The major strategy in the creation of hegemony is the establishment
of "common sense”. When common sense prevails, ideologies become natural and get
automatized (Karaduman, 2009:19). Establishment of common sense means that
ideology functions as some kind of a "plaster/mortar™ to unify/combine. In this way

ideology becomes the cement of social establishment and ensures the sustainment of



26

ideological integrity of ruling social bloc (Ozbek, 1991:81-82). For example the
consideration that criminals are not the result of an unfair society but they become
criminals due to their own mistakes and sins satisfies individual worlds and also
defines dominant ideology (Fiske, 1996: 225-226). Accordingly it is possible to find
the effort to "create a common belief" in the texts in children magazines reviewed
during the study.

The power is trying to shape and supervise by using all amenities. It tries to
make the society internalize the power by determining social consciousness and
affecting the consciousness structures. As mentioned above, being a system living on
crises and internal conflicts, capitalism has to hegemonize the society and generate
consent. Political economy based Marxist approach aims to see the "big picture”. This
way, it reaches to deductions on the basis of media and economic political relations.
The main objective of the approach is probing the close relations between those who
have money and who have power in the world (Schudson, 1989:271). Children's

magazines to be reviewed in this study will be evaluated in this respect.

2.2 Dominant Ideology; Neoliberalism

Being the tools for interpreting the world and offering designs of future state,
economy, politics, society and people are also the entirety of thoughts, values and
beliefs serving the legitimization of the stipulated order and they affect economic,
social and political developments as well as they are affected by these developments.
Ideologies might change in parallel with social changes and uplift new values and
beliefs resulting from the changed class balances. The effectiveness of neoliberal

ideology has increased in the world during the last quarter of the twentieth century.
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Not only in terms of economic development dynamics but it also spread over all fields
as a form of political and social organization.

The economic and social impact of 1974 crisis on Western societies facilitated
expansion and acceptance of neoliberalism. It (Neoliberalism ??) had increased its
effectiveness in a period when inflation and unemployment increased simultaneously,
growth is staggered and confidence in the effectiveness of Keynesian economy
politics (Ordek, 2008:744). Monetary and budgetary policies introduced by Margaret
Thatcher government in England became the main target of international financial
institutions in a short while due to increase in interest rates, decrease in income tax
burden of high income segment, die down of unions' bargaining power, labor market
flexibility, privatization of public establishments and supporting private enterprises.
Reagan administration in the USA also adopted the policy of nonregularization,
flexibilization and reduction of high taxes and increased the military expenditures
(Insel:2004:9).

Even though neoliberalism has a matchless impact on global economy, it also
redefines politics and nature of society. Free market radicalism dominated economics
and politics in a large part of the world instead of democratic idealism (Giroux,
2007:14). Even though there are quite different efforts regarding the concept of
neoliberalism, the content of these definitions in terms of economic policies can be
summarized in a general sense as liberalizing economy, removing price controls,
abolishing the regulations in capital and labor markets, minimizing the state and
limiting its interventions in economy, privatizing public establishments, ensuring
financial discipline, reducing public expenditures, closing budgetary deficits and
narrowing money supply (Baskaya and Ordek, 2008:744). In short, neoliberal

ideology is based on the idea of market dominance. In order for the economy to be
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productive and beneficial, it claims that the markets should not be intervened
(Bedirhanoglu, 2006).

Along with these, the main difference of neoliberalism is that it circumscribes
a global economic system and the emphasis is laid on the necessity of neoliberal
state's serving not only the interests of national but also of international capital. As
stated by Ongen in this context, main objectives of neoliberalism include its
participation in decision making processes of global capital and transnational
companies and removing national limitations they might come their way (2003:167).
Thus domination of the governments of a handful of developed countries which are
masters of the world, international financial and commercial institutions under them
and global companies in developing countries is solidified (Insel, 2004:15). For
example the relation of countries in a debt spiral with IMF turned into a relation of
guardianship in a sense, especially as of 1980's. Debtor countries became needy of
IMF due to their requirements to restructure their debts, pay them and take on debt
again and international dependency channels in World Bank's "structural adjustment

programmes™ became are rather deep (Chossudovsky, 1999:53).

Along with all these factors, neoliberalism also believes in that it needs to
shape all economic, social and political decisions in the market and consequently, it
attacks concepts such as democracy, benefit of society and social state and changes
the meanings of concepts like citizenship and social life (Giroux, 2007:15). Concepts
of "civil society" and "democracy" can be set as examples. The concept of civil
society functions as the political, economic and ideological "Trojan Horse™ of the new
right due to meanings attributed to it and contrasts coded by these meanings and the
dominant new right ideology is legitimized via this fetishized civil society. Perception

of civil society is being positioned as the opposite of Hegelian-Marxist-Gramscist
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thought. Hegel, let alone fetishizing the civil society, criticizes civil society and tries
to reveal the relations of power in a civil society. He considers the arena of struggle as
an area where the state ascends on and one projection of it and an area which has a
mutual organic-dialectic relation with state (Ozgiiden, 2007:4). Another concept that
neoliberal ideology frequently makes reference to is "democracy". The concept of
democracy is being used as a means. The strategy to limit the intervention space of
state basing on the concept of democracy aims trouble-free operation of neoliberalism
(Adakli, 2006:40).

Another concept frequently accentuated in neoliberalism is, freedom. Minimal
state is asserted as a condition of freedom. This shows the paradox of the
understanding of neoliberal freedom in itself. Because "freedom" is defined over an
unfair and non-egalitarian social order. In other words freedom is being defended by
ignoring the existing injustices and inequalities. (Saylan, 2003: 131-141). Lack of
ability or power to do [something] and interference in it is considered as an opposition
to freedom and as social rights require interference of the state, it is accepted as an
action which damages freedom in terms of neoliberal discourse (Ozkazang,1996:
1220).

It is attention-grabbing for an ideology which emphasizes freedom to this
extent and asserts that it promises the chance to select and freedom to identify itself
with the slogan of "there is no alternative". The thought of there is no other alternative
is imposed on the minds and thus internalized and reproduced. Consequently, as
stated by Monbiot (2017) the rich ignore their advantages such as education,
inheritance and class position which contribute to ensure their wealth and convince
themselves that they deserve to be rich and the poor lay the blame on themselves or

their fate for being poor.
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The artificial chance to select and freedoms presented show that they actually
don't exist in all kinds of reactions against neoliberal ideology. (??) For example
hundreds of protest movements against austerity policies imposed by IMF after 1980's
have been repressed by state forces acting on behalf of "order and stability"” and
mostly by applying extreme violence (Harvey, 2008: 139). Contradicting itself,
neoliberalism can be interfering under the name of maintaining the "order" when it is
contrary to its interests. At this point definition of neoliberalism by Gambetti comes
to mind:

"Neoliberalism is the entirety of ideas and practices which overcomes the

bottleneck that capital accumulation confronts, destroys barriers like welfare

state one-by-one and imposes itself on the world via international institutions

and national states” (Gambetti, 2009: 146).

In an aggressive manner, neoliberalism creates the wildest conditions of
capitalism to demolish all necessary public entities required to defend a functional
democracy and break off the social change process from its historical context by

virtue of its capacity (Derber, 2002).

2.2.1 Reflection of neoliberal ideology on media

1980's can be seen as the commencement of a period during which the
struggle of working class was caused to go back due to the enormous domination
created by neoliberal policies all around the world, the understanding of public
service was gradually annihilated and the media was expanded in every sense as a

"rising" industry (Adakli, 2010:68).

The 1980's, when neoliberalism had emerged, witnessed the radical

transformation of the media industry. Especially in the publishing field, ownership
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being in the first place, many regulatory rules based on public service and public
interest in had been almost annihilated in many fields. Media capital gained
momentum in the direction of monopolization and internationalization (Adakli,
2010:68).When the information industry and big capital got together today, it resulted
in a new capital accumulation model and this model is fully integrated with the
ideological, symbolic and political structuring of capitalism (Kaya,
2009:18).Neoliberal policies which came into use in 1980's led the categories of
public interest, social justice and labor to be alienated from political, legal and social
discourses. The issues of economic inequality and class discrepancy are solved by
separation of economy and politics from each other and regulations which secure the
political participation of citizens regarded as equal by law and the role of the public
observer was given to media. By doing so, social problems have been dealt within the
context of political participation and legal struggle in the absence of economic
democracy and democratic constitutional state became the main principle of the

bourgeois public realm (Avsar, Sen, 2012).

Along with the transformation in 1980's a myth of independence defined with
qualifications such as "independent from the state”, "impartial”, "public watcher"
under the capitalist production and it was used in a fairly functional way for the
creation of active consent (Adakli, 2009: 80-81). Media was used as the fourth force
to observe for people and it was assigned the role to be the eyes and ears of people,
represent the truth and rightful, audit and observe the political power. Media was
approached outside of production relations in society and independent of decisiveness
of these relations (Erdogan, 1999). Public opinion was regarded basically as the sum

of individual opinions and an agenda created by dominant media and media cleaned

out the public by intertwining with political economy interests (Ozbek, 2010: 31-35).
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As Adakli pointed out, the most important factual reality masked in liberal narrative is
the activities of mainstream media with a profit motive as an economic business.
Aprofit oriented institution contradicts with the concept of "public interest" (Adakli,
2009: 80-81).

Media capital showed a trend for monopolization and internationalization,
structure of working relations is changed and deunionization policies gained
dominance. In this process, a new class composed of media executives was created
and these symbolic elites brought a new dimension to media’s ideological functions.
Social forces that could oppose neoliberal policies in the new media order have been
economically, politically and ideologically pushed out of this realm (Sen and Avsar,
2012: 43). Although the concentration and diversification process that took place in
media witnessed a blast on content platform, the diversification actually consists of
similar products (Adakli, 2010:69).

Therefore media became a device that reproduces capital accumulation and
ideology. With its rebuilt reality and the way of transfer, it is possible to artificially

rebuild the reality of media.

2.3 Media and Reproduction of Dominant Ideology

It is obvious that mass media has an important role in the dominance of
capitalist ideology. The so-called dominant ideology is typically an ideology of a
dominant social bloc composed of classes and sub-groups whose interests are not
always the same and the agreements and separations reflect on the ideology as are.

However the sovereigns (dominants) don't always recreate a new ideology. Instead an



33

ideological disguise of an existing idea might be created sometimes. As Eagleton

stated (2005:75);

What turns an idea into an ideology is not its origin. It cannot be asserted that
all ideas originating from dominant class are necessarily ideological. On the
contrary, the ruling class might take over the ideas sprouted somewhere else

and use them to serve their own purpose.

The power uses discourse only to serve its purpose (Dursun, 2001: 49). It aims
to formulate the discourse to gain the support of broader social segments, gain new
members, activate the supporters and reach to resources to be able to develop a frame
which would create an impression (Seo and Creed, 2002). And this goal is being
actualized by virtue of media. Media keeps reproducing and emerges as a product of
existing dominant discourses (Tokgoz, 2003: 183). Ensuring the approval of dominant
discourse, media generated a discourse in direction that dominant system wants and
by featuring some ideologies via mass media, it legitimizes them and handling them
in detail, it distributes them to a broad audience in a persuasive and attractive way
(Lull, 2001: 22). Consequently, even though the public opinion is fictionalized as a
realm free of power, it actually enables the ideology of power to be transferred to
masses in a normalized and naturalized way. Media is accepted as the voice of public
opinion but in reality, it functions as the voice of the class owning media production
means and it is being positioned as an ideological apparatus mediatedly defending
interests of the capitalist minority instead of the interests of the oppressed class within

the context of class struggle (http://www.academia.edu/610117). And in this sense it

serves the reproduction of dominant ideology in the social realm. Adorno and

Horkheimer suggest that media is an industry where the relations of power are


http://www.academia.edu/610117
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established, protected and distributed by augmenting, in short it is an industry which
affirms the power and feeds on the power (Adorno, 2007; 74). Hence when society
affirms the assertion reflected by media that it is the voice of public opinion, they
begin to internalize the voice of power and adopt the opinions and behaviors which
they consider their own, even if they are not. This process enables a monophonic and
authoritarian power which prevents hearing of all voices other than its own voice to

gain social power (Neumann, 1998: 173).

Horkheimer and Adorno mentioned "big cultural agencies” and stated that
they are monopolized by dominant class and power groups and act like big industrial
factories functioning as tools to sustain the capitalist production style (Kizilgelik 225-
226). When evaluated in this context, capitalism is a system which produces goods
before anything else. Therefore one of the main goals is ensuring the produced goods
to appear natural. On the other hand the ongoing process of reification from social
relations to artistic production® underlies commodification. In this respect, one of the
main goals is the disappearance of class consciousness and creation of human
communities acting automatically, not thinking much, focusing on mass entertainment

and spending time with these (Adorno, 2007: 101).

Cultural industryfunctions to perpetuate its general-partial rapport within the

holism of the system. This function is in the form of preventing the alienation of

2 Human beings become the prisoners of the industrial products they produce or actually, prisoners of
"things". Reification is one of the most significant features of today's socio-cultural environment.
Products of media industry are subjects of a similar reification (Kara, 2014:53).

® For Adorno et al., mass culture and cultural industry underlie the modern totalitarianism. This theory
of them has reached to its extreme point with Herbert Marcuse's work titled One-Dimensional Man. In
this book Marcuse depicts the ordinary experiences of a human in a modern society as a domain where
working in a communal world "becomes a consuming, confusing and inhumane slavery" which is
dominated by "fake needs" sustaining "struggle, aggression, misery and injustice” (Swingewood, 1996:
40).
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individuals to the system with the exception of workplace where they rented out their
labor, mind and existence in order to sustain their existence. Thus the actions outside
of the workplace become an extension of the life at workplace even though they are
regulated by different methods and tools used in the workplace (Swingewood, 1996).
During the period of late capitalism entertainment, an extension of work, is merely a
break to perform the work better at a later time. As free time of workers and
entertainment merchandise to be used then are systematically determined,
entertainment gained an appearance which would never go beyond the work process (
Dellaoglu, 2003:25). In this way the modern subjects mostly surrender when they are
having fun but not only when they work.

When the impact of industrialization of culture on production and
consumption process in capitalist societies is examined, it is observed that media,
which has communed with communication technologies in time, commodified and
organized in such a way to reproduce the dominant structure, ideologically and
economically serves the global expansion of capitalism (Golding and Murdock,
1997:54). As with all business areas in capitalist societies communication, media and

culture also became the fields where capitalist laws are being organized.

According to Marcuse (1994:79), critical reflexes of the society where
standardizing and mass producing are regarded as customers are demolished and
masses become strictly adhered to dominant ideology as slaves submitting to the
wishes of the dominant class. The "monotype" thoughts internalized by public
opinion prevents it to create an awareness regarding its reality. In other words, they
create a "false consciousness”. Schiller (2005:19-40) stated that there are five myths

are used in the creation of "packaged consciousness"”. These are the myths of
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"Individualism and Personal Choice", "Neutrality", "Media Pluralism", "Unchanging
Human Nature" and "Absence of Social Conflict". Especially the myth of
"Unchanging Human Nature™ is important for the analysis part of the study. Because
according to manipulators of mind, neither human nature nor the world changes.
Future activities of individuals will be the same in essence even if they change in
appearance. It is also stated in some children's magazines that "human nature will not

change and believing otherwise is a vain hope".

In this context the social goal of media is regarded as imposing economic,
social and political agendas of privileged groups dominating society and state on
people and defend them (Chomsky, Herman, 1998:100). Media products standardize
individuals and consequently society and so, facilitate the dominant power to expand
its domination realm more effectively (Marcuse, 1997: 97). Media is a "consent"
generating a tool that powers cannot dispense with as it ensures the emergence of
mental meaning maps which would direct individuals to "common sense" via the

language and discourse it uses. As Oskay stated,;

Communication defines objects and people in our daily life, teaches the
lifestyle of the society composed of various social roles assigned to
individuals due to the division of labor to those who undertake these roles
while they act accordingly, generates affirmation and suggests the necessary
assessment types for their reproduction. Ensures continuation of the social

system and enables it to reproduce itself (1992:8).

Due to these reasons, in the research section of the study, dominant ideologies
transferred to children via children's magazines will be analysed and the power of

political interests of political power owners who play an effective role over media



institutions, economic interests of media owners and media to reproduce the social

system will be taken into consideration.
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CHAPTER THREE

CAPITALISM AND CHILDREN

Childhood is a historical, economic, political and cultural category. Perception of
childhood had many breaking points in history and due to the developments it had in
every period (Ancient Period, Mediaeval and Renaissance Period, Enlightenment
Period and development of capitalism after 19th Century), understanding of childhood
kept changing. However, as can be seen clearly in this part of the study, a small
minority of children today can make the most of "modernism" and live a life focused
on the myth of success, while a great majority cannot have access to education and
healthcare services, are obliged to work and cannot even meet their needs for shelter
and nutrition. The main reason of this is the independency of children's problems
from the unequal relations of the social system. Children's living under unequal
circumstances is related to the class structure they belong to. Therefore it is necessary
to consider the class society and unequal sharing of resources when childhood and
childhood problems are examined. In this context title of this chapter is determined as
"Capitalism and Children" by looking at the acceptance of childhood as a historical,
economy political, social and cultural category. Children and childhood phenomenon
within capitalist system are also addressed to clear up the research part of the study.
In this chapter the changes experienced in childhood during history and whether these
changes were for the benefit of children or not will be examined through variables
like the definition of modern childhood, neoliberal policies, consumer child

phenomenon, paternalist policies, children's rights, child labor and child poverty.
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3.1 Concept of Modern Childhood

Even though children have been in existence throughout history, the concept of
childhood doesn't go long way back. Towards the end of 17th-century childhood
began to be regarded as a separate and specific period. This acceptance was followed
by the consideration that children have a hidden potential and they are key to the
future. While regarded as insufficient adults before, children were rediscovered so to
speak and they became an economic, emotional and status object. Accordingly when
it is accepted that childhood is formed in a continuous process of construction and
reconstruction as a category, it seems impossible to comprehend the perception of
childhood in recent history without evaluating historical perspective of the
construction of childhood. Conceptualization of childhood had shown some changes
within historical process due to factors like economic and political structures and

intellectual trends.

The concept of childhood is not a single universal experience belonging to a
certain period but a historically ever-changing cultural structure. Since childhood is
related to power more than it is related to chronology, the term has a tendency to
express a power relation rather than pointing out a certain age. The ages that children
are legally regarded as small and considered old enough are arbitrary and inconsistent
(Franklin, 1993:21-26).

When the history of childhood is examined, it is fairly difficult to talk about traces
of children prior to 15th century. There are no writings about children and childhood
in Medieval Europe (Heywood, 2003:24). Children are mostly depicted as "miniature
adults" in medieval sculptures and wore the same attire with adults (Oztan, 2009). As

Postman (1995:8) stated, the idea of childhood is fictionally one of greatest inventions



40

of Renaissance Science came until today both as a social structure and a
psychological condition along with the concepts of nation-state and religious freedom
by being supported as of 15th century. A new ideology about childhood had emerged
in Western Europe and North America in the 15th century and discovery of childhood
commenced. The idea of raising children in families and at schools underlies the
middle class childhood ideology developed by bourgeois families (Inal, 2014:84). As
of the Renaissance period, children have been regarded as the key to future and the
principal goal of education is determined as raising the future citizens as religionist,
disciplined and obedient people (Cunningham, 1993:6). As of 16th century, children
were no more a burden for their families and they gained a special and privileged
position in society. Naturally this privilege was valid for in big cities, for upper and
middle classes and especially for boys (Inal, 2014:86). Financial conditions of
bourgeois enabled families to separate children's rooms the and childcare made
progress as of the 17th century. Medical developments in this period decreased child
mortality (Kant, 2004:98). In the 17th century, spending money for children became
an important middle class virtue so to speak (Oztan, 2009:13). In addition new rules
of good manners and behaviors for bourgeois were emanated and the concept of
"shame" emerged. For example it was considered inappropriate to talk about sexually
explicit matters in front of children (Oztan, 2011:22).

Without any doubt, the impact of a new way of thinking founded by philosophers
like Locke and Rousseau on the fictionalization of new childhood in the modern era is
great. These philosophers rejected the thesis of innately sinful child and stated that
children are neither good nor bad by birth (inal, 2014:85). Locke published his work
titled "Some Thoughts Concerning Education” towards the end of 17th century and

claimed that children would be raised as desired. This thought was effective to a great
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extent in the 18th century. Locke looked on the mind of a child as a "tabula rasa" and
stated that family, teachers and state are responsible for processing a child's mind
(Oztan, 2011:24). Locke regarded the modern child as a "potential citizen" (Kaplan,
2005:42) and demanded to treat children rationally. He stated that their curiosity
should be encouraged. Rousseau, on the other hand, expressed in his work titled
"Emile" that obligation and social institutions suppress the natural manners of
children. He defended that children are close to animals and they should be allowed to
live what their animalistic nature demands (Cunningam, 1993:65). Rousseau
perceived education as a reduction process and said:

One of the main mistakes of current upbringing style is always telling children

about their duties and explaining their rights. Whenas acting this way means

beginning reversely because teaching them their rights before their duties is more

compliant with naturalness (2006:71).

Opinions of Locke and Rousseau had influenced arts and literature in 17th and
18th centuries and children are portrayed as symbols of innocence and purity.
(Cunningham, 1993:72). Supporting this idea, Aries (1973:61) mentioned that there
were no signs intrinsic to children in arts (no paintings of children) and in clothes of
the time (children wearing same clothes with adults) before the 16th century and
defended the argument that the concept of childhood was not present in middle ages.
Shahar (1992:1) on the other hand objects to the argument regarding there was no
childhood in middle ages. He stated that children have been valued before modern
society but the life of children was not idealized in middle ages because the structure

of society was not fitting to this. Shahar asserts that the thought of childhood was also



472

present in middle ages and families have been investing tangibly and intangibly in

their children.

Child raising practices and educational methods cannot be determined by
biological laws like parent-child relations only but can also be established
culturally. These practices and methods should be examined in any specific
society in terms of material culture and economic conditions, level of medical
knowledge and hygiene standards, political and social structure, dominant belief

and value systems (Shahar, 1992:1).

It is possible to assert that Aries didn't make an effort to prompt the political
and ideological reasons except for some social explanations. One of the names who
objects Aries at this point is Heywood. Aries primarily benefited from arts to confirm
his argument regarding the history of childhood. Heywood (2003: 19), however stated
that referring to the portrayal of children as an artistic object to prove the emerging
idea of childhood has some problematical aspects and questioned to what extent it can
confirm the argument that the idea of childhood did not exist in middle ages. In this
context there might be only one point to assert by looking at arts: As the only groups
to place an order with artists and buy artistic objects in middle ages were aristocracy,
bourgeois and church and as they didn't want images of children in the artistic works
they ordered, we can say that the childhood was not used as a meaningful symbol in
social mainstream discourse. (Akbas and Topguoglu, 2009: 96).

Aries also affirmed many points regarding the process of modernism such as
schools becoming widespread, lengthening out of childhood period, becoming a
psychological satisfaction source and cease of children's being an economic labor

(Aries, 1973:61). However when looking back, it is possible to see that three
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important points lasted unchanged from early ages until today in terms of schooling.
The first one is seeing numerous factors regarding the education of children from
traditional beliefs and values to modern knowledge and skills as absolutely good and
necessary things to be received unilaterally by children. In addition the position of
today's children is not quite different than their position in Athenians where they were
regarded as commodities under their fathers' protection (Inal, 2014:32). Children are
also seen as adult planning and projecting in modern/postmodern societies. Another
unchanged point is with regard to school attendance.While children of middle and
upper classes attend school without feeling the difficulties and shames of the life of
adults and benefit from education, the rate of schooling among the children of
working class is rather low. In short children who worked outside their homes as
apprentices or farm workers during colonial times and especially those who come
from immigrant and poor families were regarded as cheap factory workers in
conjunction with the industrial revolution. Social reform movements during the
following years merely managed to convert the image of children from cheap factory
labor to apprentices working at factories (Elkind, 1999:37). When these points are
taken into consideration, Aries' extremely affirmative attitude towards the

"innovations" brought forth by modernism cannot correspond to real life events.

At the basis of modern childhood lies two important elements. One of them is
bourgeoisie and the other is science. Bourgeois activism has been a reflection of the
ongoing drive as of Enlightenment to logically restructure nature, world and life (Inal,
2014:69). While this role of the bourgeoisie in history made it the most progressive
class in history on one hand, as the formation of bourgeoisie progressiveness could
not change conditions of production due to its own nature, it made the same

bourgeoisie the most retrogressive class in history on the other (Oskay, 2010: 177).
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Even though bourgeoisie activism is one of the most progressive ones throughout
history that created humanely opportunities, this irony stems from its motive to
eliminate all dangers that would end its class sovereignty as of the point it began

institutionalize its own class sovereignty. Oskay summarizes this situation as follows;

Even though the philosophers defending enlightenment philosophy base their
political programs on converting the "individual” to have the freedom and
ability to look at life with a critical approach, bourgeois left this philosophy
after mid-19th century and preferred to be the heir of previous dominant

classes' political culture based on individual/society antagonism(2014: 180).

Therefore, neither the values emerged in the feudal period and gains brought by
Enlightenment nor the childhood discourse rooted in them and continued to take
shape throughout modernity have been free of inequalities and their reinforcement
(Akbas and Togcuoglu, 2009:98). Even though paradigm of modern childhood
appears to be giving autonomy to childhood at first glance, it is seen that only the
children who can find a place in the category of modern childhood can benefit from
this new childhood category. Another fallacy of modern childhood paradigm is the
argument that the children who are assumed to be physically, cognitively and
emotionally insufficient (and these assumptions are supported by science) should be
protected ( Yagcioglu, 2010). As a result of this protectionist argument, children have
been alienated from the public realm and confined in the private one (Postman, 1995
and Roche, 1999; Quoted by: Alankus, 2007: 46). Consequently, due to these
deficiencies of modern paradigm, childhood is constructed on a class, sexist and
ethnicity base; exposed to paternalist policies and different childhood experiences are

ignored (Yagcioglu, 2010).
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3.1.1 Modern State and Child

Model of modern society became increasingly decisive on the economic, political
and cultural structuring of societies during last two centuries. While modernization
processes, during which modern institutions replace all institutional structures
structured basing on traditions sweep through the world, all relationships between
state and individual, family, class and various representation groups have been

reshaped.

There are numerous reasons affecting the transition period to modernity. Pierson
(2011:57) arrayed the processes most dealt with along with modernization as follows:
Industrialization, gradual commodification of economic relations, rise of capitalism,
rise of scientific thought approach, urbanization and democratization. Negri and Hardt
(2003,94-96) on the other hand regard two opposing traditions within modernism
process as two modernity styles. The first kind of modernity refers to a tendency
which severs all ties with past, announces its immanence regarding life, places
mankind in the center of history and moves towards the democratic politics. But they
stated that another style of modernity had emerged before long. This phenomenon
defined as the second style of modernity aims to recapture the power and tidy up the
social life. Therefore modernism process involves two opposite discourses; liberating
and disciplining discourses. Hence state apparatus being centralized first in "king
state” and then in "nation state” in due course became the realm where the discourse
of disciplining became concrete (Wagner, 1996:26; Agaogullari, 1994).

Most important dimensions of modernism are surveillance and supervision.
Political activities of communities under surveillance are supervised by the state.

Another important dimension is the control of violence tools. Nowadays violence
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tools are adopted and supervised by the modern state within national boundaries
(Giddens, 1994). Political power needs repressive and ideological apparatus to sustain
its existence and uses them excessively. State sustains its existence via repressive and
ideological apparatus. While the repressive apparatus of state are institutions like law,
courts, police and army which are effective in fields where there is the explicit use of
force or enforcement, ideological apparatus are institutions maintaining acceptance of
political power in realms like family, education and religion. Individuals are named,
identified and confined in state's realm of domination within these realms (Althusser,
1991:27). However as mentioned by Gramsci, the system gains its real power not by
the violence of ruling class or repressive power of its state apparatus but by
acceptance of administrators' "world view" by the ruled (Fiori, 1970:238). At this
point, education gains importance. State educates children, who it regards as the
"citizens of future" in conjunction with modernism in line with its ideological
principles, especially via educational institutions. Education (Cetin, 2001:207) had
possessed a very intensive and effective realm as a social and political control
mechanism in the modern state. Sovereignty envisaged by state, principles of power
regarding the creation of nation and strong central power principles considered
education as an area to actualize these principles.

Weber considered education and discipline as a modernized extension of military
structuring and explained the aims of education and discipline ensured by education
as follows (Weber, 1993:221-223); rationalizing actions of political power, ensuring
obedience of a large number of people under same circumstances and principles,
preserving superiority of rulers over the ruled and sustaining it, submitting to rules
and status quo, worshiping the hero, blindly obeying administrators, creating uniform

habits, psychologically conditioning masses in unity, binding masses to a common
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goal, common 'case™ and planned life, developing social morals, duties and
responsibilities, convicting them to drift in a mechanized organization, unifying
harmonized individuals in society (Cetin, 2001:210).

Within the scope of defined mutual duties, responsibilities and devotion based
relation between citizens and state, parents become responsible for raising their
children. Citizens should be raised to maintain the continuity of the existence of state
and children constitute the first step towards this aim (Sirin, 1999: 156). Apart from
the school, the state also made a contract with the head of the family. Head of the
family is accountable and responsible for disciplining the child. In this way family has
become an actor in the political field. Those who don't have family ties (dilly-dalliers,
beggars etc.) are taken under control by charity organizations and stopped being
"activists". State also helps to punish children who don't comply with rules or who are
irregulars (Donzelot, 1997: 48-58).

Being regarded as the key to state's future in association with modernism also
became an issue of concern for science. Especially developmental psychology offered
peerless opportunities to the state to create its "ideal future citizens" (Sirin, 1999:156).
The most important aspect of modern pedagogy is beginning to define children with
school and educational/biological concepts (class, age, etc). At the same time modern
pedagogy defined all transition phases from childhood to adulthood with rational and
technical terms and concepts and this led to specialization in the field of education.
Children first fell into the hands of clergymen, then of industrialists and ultimately
came under the domination of state and professionals (Inal, 2014). Therefore it is an
optimistic approach to confirm that children had gained a value by themselves in the

modern capitalist period. Because let alone becoming a subject, children are exploited
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more mercilessly to the contrary of all liberalization promises (Akbas and Topguoglu,

2009:100).

3.1.1.1 Paternalist construction of childhood in Turkey *"ideal Turkish
child™

Even though the change of the perception of childhood in Turkey has many
similarities with the universal construction of childhood, it also has some
characteristics specific to Turkey. In conjunction with the foundation of the Republic,
numerous changes had occurred in the history of Turkey. And as Inal (1999:200)
mentioned, founding ideologists of the republic re-fictionalized childhood as many
other concepts. Category of childhood is nationalized and it was aimed to* create the
"ideal Turkish child" with paternalist policies.

In conjunction with the French revolution, nationalist movements and national
values which gained strength and came to the forefront on a global scale had an
impact on the education system. Consequently a nationalist educational system
contingent upon national values had emerged (Yagcioglu, 2013). There is no doubt
that the use of national symbols hides differences, converts similarities, features
what's common, creates group feeling and becomes a tool of establishing a nation
(Inal, 2014:156). The process of nationalizing education, impacts of which was seen

all around the world after French revolution also affected the educational system in

* paternalism is a behavior pattern of the originally superior towards lower ones. During the efforts of
an individual to scale up or secure his/her interests and even if the individual cannot benefit from this
in any way or if this effort harms him/her, it interferes with freedom of choice or action of the
individual. Basically paternalism has three assumptions: 1) The child is weak and therefore needs help.
2) The child is not aware of his/her role and responsibilities.3) The child is illiterate and needs direction
by adults (Franklin, 1993: 41).
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Turkey and many nationalist practices (nationalization of curriculum, Our Oath,
Turkish National Anthem, commemorating national days and heroes etc) symbolized
with ritualistic ceremonies had emerged. During this period paternalist understanding
id adopted by procuring acceptance of its tree assertions at the social level. Major
assumptions of paternalist policies are that children lack the required rationality,
knowledge and experience needed for political autonomy, that children would see the
righteousness of decisions taken by adults on their behalf as they grow up and lastly,
children need adults as they don't have the competence to lead their lives by
themselves (Franklin, 1993). Paternalist policies implemented in the republican period
have been transferred into practice through three channels: words of official
authorities, legislation and nationalist practices (Yagciogu, 2011:35). In this process
the qualities of the "Ideal Turkish Child" have been frequently mentioned and it was
tried to be redefined in accordance with modern childhood paradigm. The
characteristics of the "ldeal Turkish Child" were most explicitly and strikingly stated
by the authority of the time, Minister of National Education, Hasan Ali Yiicel as
follows:
Turkish children are truthful and they hate lies. They willingly and fondly obey
the laws of Turkish State, moral principles of Turkish community and school
rules. They always remember that all of their friends are children of the great
entity, Turkish nation and the Turkish Republic as they are. They don't ravage
their health and strength devoted to homeland and nation with poisonous and

harmful substances (Inal, 160:2014).

As it would be clearly understood from Hasan Ali Yiicel's words, administrators

and intelligentsia of the republic who build a new and modern childhood paradigm
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determined the most ideal type of child in their own way. There is no doubt that the
most basic feature of this ideal type is respect to and love for their state and nation
and being tightly devoted to the values of Republic (Schnapper, 1996:149). It was
aimed with the newly established educational program to raise "ideal citizens" on the
axis of Turkish nationalism. It was expected from the targeted "ideal citizens" to adapt
to their social environment and meet the expectations of the political system at the
same time (Soydan, 2013:24). In line with this goal, Turkish national education
policies in 1930's have been shaped especially under the impact of studies on Turkish
History Argument and Turkish Language. In this period the authoritarian quality of
the regime became apparent and its dominant ideology® was prominently Turkish
nationalism (Soydan, 2013:38). Outside the educational life, the official ideology has
been frequently reinforced with factors like saluting the flag, reading nationalist
poems and memorializing the heroes to make children complete Turkish citizens. In
other words it was aimed for teachers, who are regarded as a cultural army/soldiers of

culture to nurture children at schools with nationalist feelings (Under, 1998:98).

As Ziihrer (2000:266) defined, Kemalism was perceived almost as a "Turkish
religion" and the existing ideological gap was tried to be filled with dignification of a
person which had developed around Mustafa Kemal when he was alive and further

increased after his death. Mustafa Kemal is introduced as the father, savior and

® Marx negatively refers to the concept of ideology (Alemdar and Erdogan, 1994:187). This structure,
which Marx tried to define as an upside-down formation of the position of humans within the material-
objective reality in his mind, which is similar to the one captured by a camera is generally interpreted
as 'false consciousness' (Alemdar and Erdogan,1994:188). Marx attributes production and distribution
of ideas to interclass relations. In brief, the thoughts of people are the thoughts and ideas that the ruling
class wants them to adopt. (Sungur, 2007: 127). The concept of ideology is used in the study with this
meaning. "The thoughts of the dominant class are dominant thoughts in all ages. In other words, the
class that has the dominant financial power in the society is also the dominant mental power. The class
which is vested with the financial production means also keeps the means of mental production under
its command. These are so interlocked and the thoughts of those who are deprived of mental
production means are also dependent on the dominant class. Dominant thoughts are nothing more than
an ideological expression of dominant financial relations. " (Marx and Engels, 1992:70).
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teacher of the nation. Especially after the "Turkish Revolutionary History" became a
required course in 1934, indoctrination at schools was focused on Atatiirk at the
highest level. Because destiny of the Republic was identified with the political
construction of children. In this process schools and families were also assigned to
raise the ideal Turkish child and the primary goal of families was determined as
raising good citizens (Ustel, 2005:125). In addition to this, this ideal has been
frequently supported by media. As Erdogan (2007:85) stated, literary works of this
period were generally target-specific:
"Child-directed literature generally aimed at teaching a system of values to
children intentionally in a descending order by using texts that children could
comprehend easier instead of stemming from the author's own life and from the
culture which affected, shaped and brought him/her into existence. And this

tendency is still in use.

It is possible to find topics on Central Asia, Independence War, stories of heroism
about Turkish nation and children and dignification of martyrdom used to facilitate
and legitimize dying for homeland in works published for children in this period
(Oztan, 2009:66). Origin of Turkish children is taken to Central Asia and nobility,
love of freedom and heroism of Turkish race rooted in their childhood are
emphasized. Besides children's magazines and educational curriculum, on days like
April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day and May 19 Commemoration of
Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day children read, as stated by Inal (2014:197), poems full
of blood, death, tears and enemy-threatening and militarist texts which are ill-suited
for the psychological nature of children are memorized. For example "Robust Turkish

Child" magazine, which is an important children's magazine of the time and
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published by Himaye-i Etfal Society between the years of 1926-1935 placed great
importance on April 23. The magazine frequently repeated that all Turkish children
should be brought together and a common spirit should be created for the sake of
nation's future, the concept of fearless Turkish children against the enemy was often
emphasized and it was claimed that the foundation of national solidarity and unity
should be laid in childhood.

In this precious day orphans of martyrs who gave their lives for independence
and republic and lonely children of homeland will get get together with other
children in various parts of the country and sing freedom songs, remember the
great Gazi with respect and fondness, read the works of our national literates, play
games, dance and will have a joyful day. What a virtuous venture in terms of

national solidarity and unity! (Cilgin, 2004:106).

In addition, both in school books and publications for children it was frequently
mentioned the value of being civilized should be known. In order to make future
generations completely adopt many factors accepted as the requirements of
civilization such as apparel, cleanness, culture and art and urbanity consciousness,
they were repeated over and over again (Oztan, 2009). But even the symbolic
foundations of a national similarity have been tried to be laid via stories of heroism,
uniforms or modern alterations of women and children clothing, it is seen that the
difference between the lifestyle provided for the townee, educated and rich children
and the one mandated for the children living in poverty was persisting (Inal,
2014:168).

When a general evaluation is made, social construction of childhood in Turkey

coincides with the establishment years of the republic. And nationalized childhood
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fiction underlies the paternalist policies towards children (Yagcioglu, 2012). The
project of raising the "ldeal Turkish Child" within the scope of childhood
fictionalized as the national subject of paternalist policy has been going on for many
years now (Oztan, 2009:70). And it is clearly seen that in order to mention real
freedoms for children, a realm where children would live their childhood away from
all kinds of militaristic values, paternalist domination is abolished and children would

live a life without being the works of any ideology.

3.2 Neoliberalism and Changed Childhood Fact

Neoliberalism is the reorganization of capitalism at an international level,
reformulation of circumstances required in accumulation process and reestablishment
of class power (Harvey, 2006:145-158). At the same time, neoliberalism is a totality
of ideas and practices which eliminates all barriers in front of capital accumulation,
destroys the welfare state and imposes itself to the world via international institutions
and nation states (Gambetti, 2009:148). According to neoliberalism the state which
possesses resources in the name of providing welfare and it is merely an entity which
trips up individual and social development and enrichment. Accordingly interference
of state to the economy should be put an end and the rules of free market should
prevail (Estiirk, 2006:18). As Giroux (2007:14) mentioned, instead of democratic
idealism, free market radicalism became dominant in the economic and political
realm in most part of the world. This market ideology is distinct not only with profits
but also with its ability to reproduce itself. All of these policies mean in a sense that
capitalism and globalization are rising under the leadership ob neoliberalism. Because
it is clearly seen that the market policies predicted via neoliberalism presents a

globalization where the borders on the world disappear (Sungur, 1996:49). Therefore
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it is necessary to evaluate the neoliberalism, which dominates the world since 1980's,

as a basic driving powers of capitalist globalization.

One of the distinguishing aspects of today's world, where capitalism became
global is that functions and roles of some international institutions, organizations
(IMF, WTO) and multinational companies are considerably increased. This is
actualized via many organizations and multinational organizations as in the
imposition of neoliberalism. Multinational companies want to sell their products in
international markets, provide raw materials from suitable environments and establish
their new production units at most appropriate places in terms of capital/labor
relation, market, taxation and infrastructure. Therefore it is aimed to remove or
minimize all kinds of social, administrative or legal limitations and barriers for
multinational companies. In summary, as stated by Sungur (1996:49), the ultimate
solution is the destruction of all structures hindering market logic within the world
economy and creation of an environment where goods, money and productive capital
trends are liberalized. The key that opens the way for these demands was

neoliberalism.

Neoliberalism believes that it should be the mechanism which shapes all
economic, social and political decisions in the market and by attacking the concepts
like democracy, benefit of society and social state, it changes the meanings of
concepts like citizenship and social life (Giroux, 2007:15). This phase of capitalism
involves a movement towards consumption in terms of an economic, social and
cultural process and as stated above, the impact of capitalism gradually becomes more
universal within the frame of globalization via multinational companies (Bocock,
1997:84). Therefore one of the changing facts in this process was the momentum

gained by media and advertisement industry without doubt. As a result of capitalism's
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new phase (Jameson, 1984) mass consumption pumped by media and advertising
controlled by transnational capital became prominent (Seylan, 2002: 39-40). A
popular description of this period was "consumption society". Consumption of
material objects was replaced by consumption of images and brands. As a marketing
strategy, the indicators on goods begin to play an active role in consumption process.

Bauman describes this situation of the present day as follows:

If the criterion of successful life, happiness and even human decency is
consumption, then humane desires give themselves away. It is simply not
possible for any amount of earnings and exciting sensation to bring a
satisfaction in the manner of "reaching the standards promised once™: There is
no standard to reach! The finish line advances as the runner advances.
Obijectives are always one step ahead of those, who want to reach them.
Records are always broken and there is no limit for the wishes of any human-

being (Bauman, 1999: 110).

Consumption culture force the individuals to buy lifestyles based on
consumption and continuously creates fake needs. When the authentic usage values of
commodities are disappeared, the goods gained new secondary and artificial values.
This development liberalized the commodities to undertake a broad range of cultural
associations and illusions. Especially the ads exploited this situation to the full extent
and associated ordinary consumer goods like soaps, dishwashers and cars with images
of romance, exotic desires, beauty, satisfaction, scientific improvement and good life
(Featherstone, 1996:39). In this context, the modern individual gets happy as they
consume and when they are happy, they steadyingly surrender to the power of the

established socio-economic system (Jameson, 1989:104). Communities are assumed
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to be liberalized due to their free will, free press and consumer preferences. Whereas
the freedom of advanced capitalism in reality in a society increasingly administered
more effectively is merely a repressive tolerance based on keeping attention away
from the manipulation and conformism of society and accordingly reinforcing

manipulation and conformism (Marcuse, 2008).

Childhood is not exempt from all these economic, political and social changes.
On the contrary it is seen today that children are also sacrificed for the market
economy and became the one and only target audience of producing and marketing
companies. So much so that, even the leisure times of children are surrounded by
multinational companies. As Sirin (1998, 91-93) also confirmed, childhood of
twentieth-century embedded in history as a designed and consumed age. Children
became both consumers and consumed of a new and rather broad market. For this
reason Mendel (1992) states that children are the new exploitee target of visual media
and multinational companies which are the founders of the new world order. Merig,
who wrote the introduction of Sirin's (2006:21) work titled "Our Lesson is Child"
mentioned the situation of children as follows;

...We are now in the phase of electronic childhood. Children all around the

world now read the same books, look at the same pictures and play the same

games. Globalization now starts from childhood. Are our children the slaves

of the new order?

Along with globalized capitalism, most of the children began playing similar
games today and children at both ends of the world began wearing the clothes on

which they have stickers and posters of cartoon heroes almost simultaneously.
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Postman (1995) made an observation with regard to the state of childhood and
defended that childhood had disappeared today and only two institutions would stand
against it. He stated that these institutions are schools and families and childhood
would be saved when these institutions are strengthened and improved. However as
Alver (2004:139) mentioned, improvement of economic conditions, fair sharing
among the children in the first place, improvement of educational opportunities and
increased quality of education have great importance for the protection of children. As
will be mentioned in detail in later parts of the study, educational system also became
a victim of neoliberal policies. Colleges and universities have been converted into
company docks (Giroux, 2007:77). At the same time State creates a fear culture to be
able to create neoliberal policies in the country and put across new conservative views
abroad. And it keeps children away from all kinds of critical reading. Criticism is
rated with treason. Education and media increasingly became adjuncts of official
power (Giroux 2003; Barber 2003; Robin 2004). Consequently the notion that racism
and class discrimination are merely prejudices and unemployment is the result of
weak personality is engraved in the minds of children via both education and media (
Giroux, 2007:21). At this stage of neoliberal policies what is clearly demanded from
children are "being obedient students at school, erotic objects in advertisement
industry and other fields, fruitful customers in consumer market, little devotees in
ethereal field, well-behaved apprentices in workshops, little hookers on streets and

obligatory refugees of every war (Inal, 2007:36).

3.2.1 Consumer child in free time clamp

Meaning of free time has considerably differentiated until today. For example

while it had the meaning of being free/being at liberty/at ease in ancient Greece, it is
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not the field of deliberate preferences and liberation today. Now free time is
possessed by different corporate apparatus, organizations, industries and became a
monopolized commercial field by them. Free time is an explicit/implicit hunting
ground for different power structures which hide their various intentions. The rise of
capitalism surely has an impact on the perceptual change of free time. As capitalist
work order is based on formal, disciplined, normative and organized construct to a
great extent, it caused institutionalization of off-hour, that is free/liberated activities of
this construct. As free time is discovered as a profitable exchange tool by the
capitalist system there has been great differentiation in its nature and usage value. As
Aytag (20006) stated, free time is quantitatively increased and arranged as a
consumption base to spin the capitalist wheel. Living spaces where consumerism
revealed itself are determined as off-hours free time to a large extent. Free time,
which became fertile areas for consumption and consumerism became needed to
satisfy the provoked consumption desires, obtain new identity and status over
consumption and achieve hedonist satisfaction obtained by consumption. Marx
(1997:27, quoted by: Aytag, 2006) regarded free time as the realm of human
development.

Individuals who don't have free time and spend their lives working for capitalist

except for physical interruptions like sleeping, eating and similar activities are

lower than even beasts of burden. They are merely machines that produce wealth

for others (Marx, 1997:27, quoted by: Aytag, 2006).

Today people live in a consumption frenzy with their so-called freedom and
artificial right to choice in their free time and as Marx stated, they serve the capitalist

system even in the period they should use to develop themselves. Another philosopher
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who contemplated free time is Lafargue. Lafargue (1999) asserted that mankind
should resist the madness called working in his work titled The Right to be Lazy" and
recommended that work time should be three hours at most a day. He emphasized that
the rest of the time should be free for the people to engage in creative activities and
purged from repressive and intervening effects. However the absolute dependency of
modern economies on consumption made organization of free time in a
commercial/industrial/capitalist way unavoidable. Capitalism treasured the will to
spend the most after the twentieth century and brought increased consumption to the
forefront (Fromm, 2002: 49-50). Production turned into mass production as a result of
technological development and it became possible to produce more by using less time
and manpower (Fromm, 1987: 73). Capitalism needed consuming pleasure to sustain
its power and destroy this excess production. Lafargue explained this situation as
follows;

In the presence of workers' madness to work deathly but live in poverty, the

major production problem of capitalism is not finding producers and double their

strength but finding consumers, motivate their desires and create fake needs for

them (Lafargue, 1999:95).

Free time is necessary not only as a realm of the cultural hegemony of capitalism
but also as a source of accumulation (Argin, 1992:27, quoted by: Dagtas, 2006:17).
Therefore capitalism spreads the assertion that real life can be lived in off-hours to
society and tries to complete its control on labor process with its control on free time
processes (Dagtas, 2006:18). In line with this goal, opening free time to commercial
use and establish as some kind of a power realm. Companies make great investments

in free time and organize this time as shopping-oriented (Aytag, 2006:35). Therefore
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free time actions became a merchandise like everything else and determined by the
principles of consumption society. This consumerism ideology which asserts that the
meaning of life lies in purchasing things and living prearranged experiences tries to
legalize capitalism and encourage people to be consumers in real life as they are in
their fantasies (Bocock, 1997:58). In capitalist countries welfare is considered equal
to being able to consume more and in such a society, everything became to gain a
meaning at the existing consumption dimension. Time, space, entertainment became
objects to be commodified and consumed and by losing their meanings, they turned
into goods to be sold in the market (Tolan, 1981:236). Now commodity and
consuming performance function as tools to be superior to the others. Veblen (1995)
mentioned the concept of "conspicuous consumption™ and defined dominant/idler
class as "scavengers". He regarded "conspicuous consumption” as an indicator of the
null lifestyle of the rich. Conspicuous culture converted being wealthy and ownership
from being a survival tool into being the main goal of life. And consuming more
became regarded as the sign of a higher social position (Veblen, 1995: 68-87).
Consequently, commodities became the accessories of a merry show and they
completely occupied our lives. As surroundings of a commodity are furnished with
indicators in such a world, goods not only regarded as commodities but converted into
indicators and even indicators are commodified (Debor, 1996). That is why the
greatest consumption in consumption society is directed towards commodified
indicators. Within the process of consumption’s turning into a means of position,
prestige and show-off to the extent going beyond the value of usage, media assumes
the task of rationalizing consumption (Baudrillard, 1991:33). Limitless domination of
advertising and marketing techniques oftentimes plays a big role in the heartily

consumption of the offered goods and services by the mass. Individuals cannot mostly
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use their free will and individuality privilege against the power of these tools.
Individual consciousness became blunt especially against the power of media. These
tools spread over all divisions of individual's mental, emotional, ethical, social and
private life realms (Schiller, 1993). In this context, when the concept of free time is
looked at in terms of childhood/children, the circumstance is not different. Free time
of children is completely occupied by media industries. It is rather easy to penetrate
children's lives by using media organs. Therefore media is one of the effective ways
to infiltrate the minds of children (Dagtas, 2006:21). Therefore multinational
companies developed within the frame of capitalist production understanding within
the scope of globalization pump consumption via their products and unilaterally
transfer their ideologies and cultures of life and entertainment to children in line with
their interests (Mora, 2008:8). Free times of children are controlled and disciplined by
multinational companies (Aytag, 2006). For example Warner Brothers, Disneyland,
Dreamland and innumerable other companies constitute the leading industries of
organized and commercial free time (Jensen, 2003:159-176). Therefore children are
being represented and exposed as a consumption object in today's media.

As it will be examined in detail in later parts of the study, publishers of children's
magazines have an eye on the free times of children and established or wanted-to-
establish values and beliefs are carried via these magazines. It is attention-grabbing to
see that popular children's magazines are used in many fields from the construction of
a national identity to focusing children on consumption or popularizing religious
beliefs (Terkan, 2009:46). For example in the United States, producers and advertisers
determine the dimensions of consumption potential of child viewers/readers and
position their broadcasting/publication policies accordingly (Postman, 1995: 139).

Consequently the world of children is being surrounded by monotype shops,
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restaurants, movies, clothing and completely similar products and services. And
children's fancies become directly compatible with the products of multinational
companies (Kanner, 2005). In parallel with interests of economic globalization, a

uniform child culture is created all around the world.

Lastly, at this stage of capitalism, it requests more free time for everybody
because of its economic interests and due to same reasons, it doesn't seem to be
intentioned to leave this time empty. The capitalist system aims to take hold of all
kinds of free time whether via social struggles or technological developments and
children have their share of this approach (Dagtas, 2006:18). Therefore it is very
important from the point of childhood to create free times as an alternative to free

time processes emptied by capitalism and brought under its hegemony (Argin,

1992:28).

3.2.2 Relationship of neoliberal policies and education

In this part of the study the effects of neoliberal policies on education will be
addressed and these effects will be interpreted in terms of critical pedagogy. After
outlining a general framework, educational policies and the changed curriculum from

2002 until today, the period included in this study, will be addressed.

The trend of change which commenced in 1970's on a global scale had changed
the given social relations to a great extent and education was one of the fields affected
by this process of change. Neoliberal policies which define change and determine its
tendency also redefined goals and operation of the educational system (Ercan, 1998).
Education was identified with market mechanisms in terms of content on a global
scale during the process of change but the change occurred in underdeveloped or

developing countries took place via external interference, in other words, structural
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adjustment programs (Eroglu, 2005). These changes have been introduced as reforms
made to improve education. These "reforms™ towards education can be classified
under three goals. The first group (Cornay, 1995) consists of reforms to re-determine
the goal and content of education in line with demands of the market. The second
group contains reforms with regard to financing education and the last one is
composed of reforms to rearrange education's role in social dynamism and egalitarian

political function in compliance with educational agenda of neoliberalism.

In the implementation of neoliberal policies, international financial institutions
(such as IMF, WB, WTO and their binding agreements) had an active role in the
capitalization of fields which are not managed by capital such as education and

healthcare. (http://arsiv.mmo.org.tr/pdf/11954.pdf). The arguments of WB and IMF to

bind education with market process can be listed as follows; government's disparities
and unfair distribution of limited resources caused by them will be removed, public
funding is not enough for educational expenditures, so many students are excluded
from education after basic education, especially in developing countries and lastly,
educational services provided by private sector would increase the limited educational
supply (Eroglu, 2005). According to GATS, which can be regarded as the commercial
constitution of neoliberalism, education is one of the primary industries predicted to
be commercialized by being subjected to conditions of the market economy (Eroglu,
2005). The structural change resulting from this institution and agreements is
reflected in the form of corporate formation of schools. This market-indexed system
imposes on students that they would take education provided that they cover the costs
of school (Oktik, 2002). Education has been addressed as human capital and begun to
be seen as an economic investment tool. Thus education has begun to shift from social

realm to economic realm (Eroglu, 2005).


http://arsiv.mmo.org.tr/pdf/11954.pdf
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As mentioned above, education has become defined as a commodity not
different from other commodities from the point of neoliberal policies. In this process,
many neoliberal thinkers frequently stated that creation of a competitive market in
education is inevitable and education should now be regarded as a private commodity
(Ercan, 1998). However, while these considerations are being expressed, the fact that
neoliberalism itself is the source of inequalities is forgotten and reason of the failure
of those who were not successful in this system is introduced as personal
insufficiency. In short, as Sentiirk (2008: 76.) stated, the ideology of talent in
neoliberalism justifies the contrariety of master-slave relation in essence. While
talented ones deserve the highest payouts, those who are not talented are ‘temporaries’,

‘others’ and they deserve to be unemployed.

At this point the critical pedagogy primarily opposes to the commercialization
of education and turning education, which is both a right and service, into a
commodity on sale and calls attention to drawbacks of this attempt. For critical
pedagogues, both children and teachers are negatively affected by these processes,
which are experienced in the field of education together with neoliberalism. Apple
(2006: 19) addresses to "disqualification™ and "re-qualification™ process of
neoliberalism®as follows:

A complicated process like disqualification and re-qualification is on the
agenda and a significant number of teachers lose their control on a great part of
curriculum and pedagogy. Because business ideologies and practices infiltrate right to

the center of so many classrooms.

® Large enterprises and defense industry attacks to schools by penetrating in all respects. As the social
meaning and dimension of education disappear in favor of the market, the educators are transformed
like academic contents; and especially teachers lose their autonomy in the lessons they give and need to
establish their authority on their students via markets. This leads teachers to lose control: "That is to
say that as teachers lose their curriculum skills and pedagogic skills to big publishing houses,
techniques for better controlling the students replace these skills” (Apple, 2006: 191).
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Academic research is being transformed into a commercial activity by
breaking away from scientific orientations. The meaning of research concept is
conveyed to the hierarchy of the validity and appreciated by market terms. Academic
discipline has been found to be valuable and beneficial as long as it serves to political
economy and manages to reproduce it (Ergur, 2003, 185-186). The main goal of
education should be developing the awareness and critical consciousness of people
which would assist them in actualizing their freedom effectively (Blackledge and
Hunt, 1989: 121). However neoliberal education process serves to meet the demands
of market and produce the rapidly consumed knowledge instead of giving free rein to
the human mind and reveal its potential (Ergur, 2003, 193-194). Critical pedagogues
attach importance to dialogue between teacher and student at this point. With proper
dialogue to be established, traditional roles of students and teachers should be
changed and liberating forms of the curriculum should be developed. For example
Freire (1998) argues communication cannot be available without dialogue and
accurate education is not possible without communication. There is a narrator
(subject) and a listener (object). And without dialogue/communication between them,
teacher fills the students with empty information as if they are an investment object.
Education should be re-established as a liberation praxis to reveal a "problem
identifying educational model” instead of this "banker training model*and it is only
possible’with a form of dialogue to be established between teachers and students
(Freire, 1998). Otherwise the individual does not to perceive reality critically and has

difficulty in embracing it. In this direction, it should be accepted that knowledge and

" "Traditional banker training model" regards people as passive and influenceable beings. In this

understanding students memorize the information imposed on them and their critical consciousness
becomes "incomplete” (Freire,1998).Whenas the "Problem Identification Training Model" is a process
of "dialogue" where teachers and learners teach and learn simultaneously and investigate the
information together. The hierarchical relationship between teachers and learners is removed and
teacher and students become responsible for this process together (Freire, 1998).
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power should always be arguable, accountable and reproachable to establish a liberal
dialogue. However such an educational process would direct them to a political field
by ensuring them to put what they have learned into practice in different fields and
thinking about democratic participation (Giroux, 2007: 31-32). Schools need to be
transformed into areas producing critical knowledge and social-political actions.
Schools should educate their students to be critical citizens and play an active role in
social transformation and provide them the language of criticism and hope that would
enable them to systematically conceptualize the relationship between collective
aspirations of social order and their own wishes and aspirations (McLaren, 2003: 178
-179). However, due to company-oriented pedagogy, democratic demands and
practices of civil society become ineffective and the individuals passing through this
education system do not see the gender, class, race inequalities created by the order.
While knowledge is seen as capital for economic investments in this process,
expansion of the struggle for power, self-consciousness, freedom and justice is not
interested in (Giroux, 2007: 19-20). In brief, neoliberalism weakens or even destroys
education for and for the benefit of people for the sake the economic values (profit,
ownership, etc.) of the markets. This process also leads the oppressed masses to
perceive education as a means which merely provides the opportunity to move up the

social ladder or a power to be in request in markets.

3.2.2.1 Neoliberal education policies in Turkey

Market-oriented applications which came into effect in 1980's in Turkey
increased decisiveness of capital in social life and at the same time, caused a further
increase in the effectiveness of capital. _With the "Economic Stabilization Program™

announced on January 24, 1980, many changes have taken place in social and cultural
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areas as well as in economy (Kiiciiker, 2010). Especially after 1980, change efforts in
Turkey gathered pace with adjustment programs by receiving support from
international organizations. (Kiigiiker, Giirbiiz, 2012: 194).In 1980's, "Industrial
Training Project”, "Industrial Schools Project” and "Non-Formal Vocational Training
Project"” have been carried out respectively in 1984 and 1988, in 1985 and in 1987. In
the following years, with the "National Education Development Project Loan" signed
with World Bank in 1990 amounting 90 million dollars and with the "Basic Education
Project Loans" signed in 1998 and 2002, each one amounting 300 million dollars, an
extensive interference period in national education system had commenced
(Egitimsen, 2003).

Public services were taken into the sphere of influence of global powers and
institutional basis of developments ensuring the local ones to be subject to global was
set In Turkey by GATS (General Agreement on Trade In Services). Turkey signed
this agreement on March 26, 1995 and made a commitment to liberalize vocational
services, communication services, contracting services, educational services,
environmental services, financial services, healthcare services and tourism services
along with sub-sectors of these services (Eroglu, 2005). The signing of GATS has
been an important turn in terms of getting educational and public realms into the
market. In addition, WB put the education sector on its agenda as of 1970's within the
scope of struggle against poverty and began giving credits and grants towards
education sector. However, WB's radical intervention in education system became
evident in the 1990s. Between 1990 and 2003, three project agreements in the amount
of $ 690 million were signed (Ozdemir, Beltekin, 2012: 47). These projects increased
the sensitivity of education to the economy and while it was planned towards the

national market and public sector, education became regarded as a sector producing
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the labor qualities required by the global market after 1980. In conditional adjustment
loans given by WB, principles such as privatization of schools, renewal of curriculum
and determination of qualifications of education according to the labor required by
global market have been foregrounded (Ozdemir, Beltekin, 2009: 271). At the same
time IMF had new demands in terms of labor wages, number and type of employment
at educational institutions via educational policies, brought new approaches to
investment and current expenditures planned for education (Ozdemir, Beltekin,
2009:259) and used all of these new approaches to create the neoliberal society that
they desire. When all educational projects of IMF, WB and GATS are examined, it is
understood that they are the intermediaries to educate people who would have the
knowledge and skills needed by capitalism.

When it came to 2002, the first action of the winning party of elections, AKP
(Justice and Development Party), was announcing the changes they would like to
make in Turkish educational system within the scope of their "Immediate Action
Plan". AKP changed the curriculum of primary education in 2004 and accused the old
curriculum of not complying with the new world order and its requirements
(www.akparti.org.tr/program). The new curriculum, aimed at educating children with
an entrepreneurial spirit, demands that education as a whole should be directed
towards "productivity" starting from classroom activities as envisaged by
neoliberalism. This productivity language is not intended to be a factor in children's
versatile development, but as a means to adapt comfortably to the market (T.C. MEB,
2004: 364, inal, 2013).New curriculum describes the desired youth as follows.

Programs pay attention to a stable, productive and sustainable economy and
require the student to be involved in economic life. For this reason, it doesn't content

itself with students' examining the economic life of the society they live in and
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generate ideas in this respect but also guides them to make use of the possible
economic opportunities in the rapidly changing world. This way students would not
have any difficulties to keep pace with their future working lives with an
entrepreneurial spirit as successful individuals in an increasingly globalized world
MEB, 2005).

This changes in implementation and curriculum are treated as a simple
program change. But it is clear that the neoliberal philosophy that has rapidly
enfolded the educational system in recent years, completely enters the lives of
children via the changes made and the new curriculum programs and becomes the
main determinant for structuring the educational system (EgitimSen, 2005). Another
change made during the power of AKP took place in textbooks. The market of
textbooks was created in 2003 and Ministry of National Education became the biggest
customer by purchasing books in the amount of 300—400 million TL in the market
every year (http://www.kesk.org.tr/content/e%C4%9Fitimde-akpnin-
y%C4%B11%C4%B1). The effective role of teachers in the selection of textbooks has
been taken away. Purchasing the books of the lowest bidder in the tenders opened for

textbooks caused the competition to be based on price instead of quality.

One of the biggest changes made in this period is undoubtedly the "4+4+4
Law" which entered into force in 2012. It was asserted that this law amendment
would increase pedagogical requirements technical skills of children. However it is
clear that this law serves two main goals (Ozsoy, 2012:109); speeding up
commodification process in education and increase child labor exploitation to meet
cheap and qualified labor need of capital. All educational "reforms™ made by AKP
comply with the neoliberal-conservative ideology of the party (Inal, 2012:86). AKP's

conservative democracy approach defends neoliberal political economies like
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liquidation of the welfare state, privatization and flexible employment which are
presented as a solution to accumulation crisis of capitalism as of 1970's. With this
argument it can be said that AKP had adopted the key concepts of conservatism such
as authority, tradition and obedience especially with their aspects inherited from
Thatcher (Belsey, 1994; Koker, 1999). In this context conservatism emphasizes on
continuity of social institutions, private ownership, authority and hierarchy and
regards the society as an organism rather than a mechanism. When it was looked at
from economic perspective, it takes shape with regard to neoliberal conjuncture
existing in social conditions (Bora, 1999:54). In short, the education system in
Turkey has been continuously changing since 2002 within the framework of
establishing "Market Islam" which originated from the marriage of Islam with market
mechanisms (inal, 2012:87). While the students are taught the merits of
entrepreneurship, those who are seen as not having the capacity to be an entrepreneur
are accused of being personally insufficient and deep inequalities arising from
capitalism itself are being camouflaged, poverty is associated with fate and the fate of
poor is considered equal to "charitable state".

Universities also took a major blow from the developments in the field of
education in Turkey. The effects of neoliberal policies on universities can be observed
in terms of three major factors; emergence of paid education, adoption of "university-
industry™ cooperation programs and the "entrepreneur university" model which came
to existence based on other two factors. Neoliberal educational policies pushed
universities to be professionalized like companies and caused differentiation in
academic roles. Primarily it directs scientists to think like entrepreneurs not like

scientists (Inal, 2004:114).
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During the process of neoliberal globalization, restructuring of universities
especially excites attention of capital sector (institutions like TUSIAD "Turkish
Industrialists' and Businessmen's Association" etc.) TUSIAD report argues that
conduct of educational activities should be involved in market mechanisms and states
that only the already wealthy benefits from higher education and financing the
activity at stake by public resources creates a social injustice (Soysiiren, 2003: 74-75).
However pursuant to Article 26 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, basic
education is a right and it's the responsibility of the state to provide it for all. However
the concept of "free education™ lost its reality in a significant part of the society today.
This situation led the judgment that prevents to regard "free quality education™ as a
right to dominate the society ( Eroglu, 2005). The State had transferred its
responsibility for education to nongovernmental organizations, charity organizations
and other international aid organizations. Some projects and campaigns listed by
Kemal Inal (2006;7-8) lay this situation bare: "Hundred Percent Support for
Education Project"” initiated by Prime Ministry; "If Life Starts Again" initiated by a
group composed of students and faculty members of Van Yiiziincii Y1l University;
"Snowdrops" executed by CYDD (The Association for Supporting Contemporary
Life) and Turkcell; "Starfish" by Garanti Bank; "Contemporary Boarding High
School Girls Project" by CYDD and Schneider Electric; "I Have a Daughter in
Anatolia and She Will Be a Teacher" by CYDD, international trucking agency
Sertrans, Ege Kimya and Turkish Education; "Every Girl of Ours is a Star" by CYDD
and Mercedes-Benz; "Girls of Information Society" by CYDD and Ericsson; "Village
of Love" by Antalya Governorship and multi-partnered projects of "Career Pursuing
and Integrating in Production for High School Graduate Girls™ and "They Were Also

Children™; "Dad, Send Me to School" by Milliyet Newspaper; "Let's Go to School
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Girls" by Ministry of National Education (MEB); "Classroom of Stars" by TEGV
(Education Volunteers Foundation of Turkey) and Kanal D; "Harmony in Education”
by Argelik; "Long Live Our School" by the Ministry of National Education; "Support
to Computer Aided Education Campaign” by MEB and "We Grow as We Read" by

Tatvan Dumlupinar Elementary School.

As a result of these policies carried into effect during approximately twenty-
five years in parts in Turkey, educational inequalities increased, knowledge and
education monopoly of the rich expanded and the idea of gaining a future via
education for the poor became uncertain. Transformations in the ideological and
cultural universe of liberalism accompanying this process converted public meaning

and function of education and abolished the right to be educated.

3.2.2.2 Educational Function of Children's Magazines

Children's magazines and education have always been arm-in-arm throughout
history. When the development of children's magazines is examined, it is seen that
first magazines published in the world and in Turkey were educational. The first
children's magazines and those following them always gave education a weighted
place. Therefore when analyzing children's magazines, they also should be regarded
as complements of educating the children in their free time after school. All beliefs
and values wanted to be implanted in children's minds by way of education are in
compliance with the contents of children's magazines. Another aspect of children's
magazines which makes them educationally effective was the attention-grabbing
visual material they use. While children's magazines call children to have fun, they

also convey and reproduce the dominant ideologies taught at school.
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Children's magazines are mainly published for children at elementary
education age who attend the school. These magazines focus their goals on education
and entertainment of primary school students who they have chosen as their target
audience
(http://dhgm.meb.gov.tr/yayimlar/dergiler/Milli_Egitim_Dergisi/151/simsek.htm).Sin
ce the first children's magazine, the common point of children's magazines was
education and entertainment. For example, the first children's magazine published in
Turkey was Miimeyyiz and it set its goal as educating and upbringing children as well
as possible. The below quotations from Miimeyyiz magazine explicitly confirms this

intention.

Children, if you say "we are going to school, read and study", our reply to you
will be "We see you." As a matter of fact you go to school, read fascicles and
books and study until the evening. But when we see the schools of other
nations and their children calmly attending to school and sitting in classrooms
in a well-behaved manner, we don't like the noise you make at every chance
and your behaviors on the streets after you leave the school...

(http://fabilog.com/osmanli-dan-gunumuze-cocuk-dergileri/).

Assistant editor of TRT Child Magazine which is published nowadays and
will be examined in depth in the research section of this study reflects their
publication goals as follows;

Our goal is to make the educational process a systematic and entertaining

source, convey studied, evaluated and planned information to our children,

ensuring them to be up to date and prepare study files not to entertain children

but to direct them towards a certain target (Yigitgibasi, 2014:47).
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This clearly shows that children's magazines published until today continued
their existence in parallel with school education along their qualities to follow up
current affairs and entertain. It is possible to encounter the works of children's
literature, which meets a significant part of reading materials of primary school
students, in children’'s magazines. These literary works are in rapport with the main

goals of school education.

The reason of this rapport is media’s being a product of a capitalist structuring
like education. Same as education, media has been assuming the role of a conveyor of
dominant ideologies at all times via its discourses having economic and political
power patterns and continues to function on a basis where hegemonic discourse in
daily life is reproduced and legitimized (Tutar, 2014). Therefore, in parallel with the
system of education, children's magazines hide class differences by minimizing the
differences between the rulers and the ruled in children's minds (Koker, 1998: 74) and
thus, class positions of subjects in a society are naturalized.

Childhood is very important in terms of adaptation period of individuals to
social structure. Therefore it has an extremely strategic position for capitalism aiming
to sustain its consumption-oriented existence and create generations who would not
query its system. Children are seen as the locomotive power in the operation of the
capitalist system and they are being bound to current consumption order via the
information they obtain through children's magazines and education (Ocel, 2002:
378-379). For example, cultural industry of imperialist countries like USA reproduce
virtual heroes like X-Men, Spider-Man, Pokemon, Terminator, a global neoliberal
childhood culture in aggressive forms and this pattern coincides with the reasons for

wars that are started by USA to dominate the whole world and legitimize their attacks
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in the eye of "future generations" (inal, 2007:111). In children's magazines, reasons
and consequences of the economic crisis are being continuously reduced to individual
dimension and reasons of all social issues are being sought one-by-one in persons.
The frequently emphasized message in these productions is as follows.

The question is not the system. Some people who got out of the system caused
this disaster. Immediately a scapegoat is found and destroyed (Yazici, 2013 quoted
by: Kurtoglu, 2013:142).

The system has no intention to make the children breath as they are the very
thing for the capitalist market. Free times of children remaining from education are
filled with children's magazines and everything is done to integrate young generations

with the system.

3.3 Democracy and Child

Wealth of capitalist society expresses itself as an enormous accumulation of
commodities (Insel, 2004:31). Therefore capitalism, can be quintessentially defined as
commodification (Saylan, 2003:33-36). The arising inequalities are camouflaged in
this commodification process on the grounds that limitations brought about for the
benefit of community or public will ruin natural mechanisms, repress free individual
selections, limit production and ultimately reflect on everyone in the form of
narrowed welfare (Bauman, 1996: 222). Capitalist ownership needs non-economic
regulations and the support of repressive forces to preserve and camouflage the
system (Wood, 2003:191-193). In this context, one of the areas underwent change

during the development process of capitalism is the legal system. Yiiksel (2001:61)
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had summarized the changes in the field of law as follows;

Bourgeoisie, which became effective in the economic and commercial life of the
society first, then had a say in political power and while it cleared its way, also
created a radical change in legal relations. Disorganized legal structure of feudal
period is replaced by the effort to unite and simplify the law... When transiting
from urban economy to national economy, it became mandatory to transit from

disorganized law to unity of law judicial unity.

Following the World War Two, international law gained a different dimension
depending on the globalization of social, economic, political and cultural relations.
Many issues once fell into the realm of state's authority gradually became determined
at an international and supranational level and the number of international agreements
gained steam (Yiiksel, 2001:69). One of the most important agreements is the
"United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Children” dated 1989, which was
drawn up for children and accepted by many countries. But the issue of "rights"
should be evaluated by considering the fact that capitalism creates some artificial
needs and continuously imposes the thought that these are irrevocable rights.
Therefore when considering children's rights in the capitalist system, it is important to
comprehend what are the rights acquired as a natural consequence of being human
and what are artificial rights imposed by capitalism to protect and develop the
interests of the capitalist system. Therefore all rights given by the system, albeit with
a bad grace, should be queried. Because capitalism exceedingly internalizes the rights
that it reluctantly accepted in following periods. For example it is seen that right to
education is exceedingly internalized by capitalism and began having the

characteristics to serve the interests of capitalism (Onay, 2009:128). In this context
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capitalism does not only determine the periods of human life with all aspects but also
makes an effort to solve the problems originating from the system itself by using the
tools that it developed to serve its own interests. Social rights' being the subject of
interest of capitalism apparently cannot go beyond to find solutions for a limited

number of privileged people. (Berman, 1999)

For example organizations like ILO and UNICEF working on children's rights
couldn't ensure a permanent improvement in the subject of children's rights even
though they exist for many years as they didn't get to the core of the problem and face
the nature of capitalist relations. It should not be forgotten that these organizations are
also products of the capitalist system (Fuat, 2008). As stated by Akyiiz (2013),
hundreds of thousands children in many regions in the Middle East, Asia, Latin
America, Pacific and tens of engagement areas are handed out guns and sent to kill or
die at the present time. Children are still being used in many unfavorable activities
including being sex slaves and the capitalist system sees children as an exploitation
tool and cheap labor. Consequently studies conducted with regard to the problems of
children cannot go beyond hiding the essence of problems. In this context this study,
subject of which is "child" deals with the problems of children (children’s rights,
poverty, child labor...) and what kind of solution methods are embraced to approach

these problems has importance in terms of the examination part of the study.

3.3.1 Children's Rights
We are now passing through a period during which the structural problems of
capitalism are tried to be solved by legal mechanisms and institutional means in
conjunction with the New World Order and globalization winds constituting its

infrastructure. Capitalism is extremely skillful in taking all kinds of precautions to
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sustain and strengthen its existence and in implementing them. For this reason, as
Bauman also pointed out, capitalism doesn't have the moral structure to grant any
right without having any interest even if it appears to be reluctant. It is therefore
necessary to have a skeptical view of why rights are granted to those who are
exploited and wanted to be exploited more excluded social groups who have no
wealth at all (Onay, 2009).

With the acceptance that childhood is a special stage in early 18th century, the
belief that children are beings to be protected has also begun to settle (Dikmen, 1998:
37). A major transformation of childhood originates from the French revolution. The
bourgeoisie which was the driving force behind the revolution, reassessed the children
and began to see them as potential entrepreneurs/citizens of the future in line with the
emerging need for a new economic/social structure (Spring, 2014). With the
acceptance of childhood as a separate and special stage in the 18th century,
understanding of children’s rights also emerged (Dikmen, 1998: 38). However, when
list of classic rights coming from 18th century to the day® it is seen that all the rights
except the right to life are for adults. Children cannot own properties and even if their

ideas are consulted, they cannot make the final decisions and the most notable thing is

that children never had the right to participate in politics which underlies the classical
rights throughout history (Turanli, 2004). Besides even today, millions of children

are undernourished, have sheltering problems and a great majority live in poverty.

8 Classic rights (first generation rights) are listed between articles 3 and 21 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights; Right to life, ban on slavery, ban on torture, right to recognition as a
person, equality before the law, right to effective judiciary, ban on arbitrary detention, right to public
hearing, right to privacy, right to freedom of movement, right to asylum, right to a nationality, right to
marriage and family, right to freedom of assembly and association, right to take part in government,
right to participate in cultural life, right to own property, right to freedom of thought and religion, right
to freedom of opinion and expression (http://www.tihk.gov.tr/www/files/531dba2883d7e.pdf).
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That is the vast majority of children do not even have the most basic rights today
(Franklin, 1993: 16-20).

According to Franklin (1993, 30-35), there are four categories of rights under
the general title of children's rights. They are classified as prosperity right, protective
rights, adult rights and rights in the face of parents. Adult rights suggest that children
should also have the rights of adults (right to vote, driving right, right to marry).
Likewise, rights against parents argue that children must have more independence
against their parents before reaching the age of majority. Prosperity rights and
protective rights granted to children do not change any of the social or legal status of
children in the face of adults. At the same time, as the courts cannot reach a verdict
with regard to the elimination of poverty on earth, prosperity rights of children cannot
be completely met.

Even though social rights were mentioned during World War One for the first
time, their acceptance via international agreements was realized after World War
Two. "The United Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights", one of the most important agreements of the time, mentions children’s rights
and included children's rights to nutrition, education, health and protection in detail.
However in reality it seems more accurate to define these economic-social rights as
Donnely (1995: 41) did: " In the proper meaning of the word, economic and social
rights are just privileges granted to some people from others' pockets by the state
rather than simply being rights. For this reason, aside from social rights, even
classical rights seem to be hard to carry into effect today.

In later years, the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which was
adopted by the League of Nations in 1924, formed the basis of the Declaration of the

Rights of the Child, which was unanimously adopted by the United Nations General
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Assembly in 1959. In the same period, the United Nations General Assembly
unanimously adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. The United
Nations announced the year 1979 as the "World Children's Year" and after 10-year
efforts of Human Rights Commission, the United Nations General Assembly adopted
Convention on the Rights of the Child on 17 November 1989 by a great consensus
(Sunal, 2010: 6). Even though its origin was the Declaration of the Rights of the Child
adopted in 1924, children’s rights were put on the world agenda with the "UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child" dated 1989 and therefore it can be stated that
this is yet a very new conceptualization of rights (Yolcuoglu, 2009). The United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which was adopted on November 20,
1989 is the most important document created in this field. When it comes to 1997, it
is understood what a great impact it has had when considered that the number of
countries that don't approve the convention is only six (Giiven, 1997). The provisions
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child can be collected into four main groups

(Dikmen, 1998).

a. Right to Life; Right to Sheltering, Right to Adequate Nutrition, Right
to Benefit from Healthcare Services.

b. Right to Development; It contains what children need to develop.
(Right to Education and Free Time, Right to Reach to Knowledge etc.)

c. Right to Protection; It includes rights to protect children from all forms
of exploitation.

d. Right to Participation: They grant children to play an active role in
their societies. (Like freely speaking their ideas, being able to have a

say in situations that would affect their own lives).
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The Convention on the Rights of the Child was signed by Turkey in 1995 and
became a part of domestic law. When this convention is used as a base, 96 percent of
the world's children live in countries that ratified this convention which consequently
has the obligation to recognize and protect children’s rights. However, as in the case
of Turkey, it is obvious that it couldn't prevent children from being exposed to all
kinds of ill-treatment and exploitation, more than four million children from working
under very harsh conditions, from being subject to long years of imprisonment on the
grounds that they are destructive to the security of state and from being tortured at
police stations. (Ozansoy, 1999). In addition to this, one of the rights that stands out in
the convention is the right to "free time™ as previously mentioned in the study. Article
31 of the convention emphasizes the necessity for children to play with toys in their
free time and states that toys should not be underestimated because children are
getting prepared for social life via the games they play (Akillioglu, 1995). However
children become victims of various ideologies during their free time exploited by
multinational companies and as previously stated, they are simply away from making
a choice in their free times (as mentioned in the previous chapter). As Tomlinson
(1999: 69) mentions, children have become potential carriers of American capitalist
cultural values in their free times via Disney's comic strips/magazines sold in a
widespread manner especially in the Third World and animated cartoons broadcasted
on televisions since 1940's. In Mattelart and Dorfmani's work regarding the
ideological themes used in comic strips, the characteristics of these comics strips are
enumerated as follows; obsession of money, compelling consumption, continuous
reference to exotic countries (third world countries) which are sources of wealth and

waiting for this richness to be possessed by western adventurers, introducing third
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world nations with stereotyped phrases in terms of culture and race (and especially by
depicting people of these countries as children), alleging capitalist class relations as
natural, unchangeable and morally legitimate (Sungur, 2007:136). Erdogan and
Alemdar also stated the features of the said cartoons strips, magazines/novels as

follows;

When we look at the cartoon and comic works of Disney, we can find
signs of a certain lifestyle and thought. In the said animated cartoons, not
human life but losing ownership is dominant. Consciousness of being rich
by working hard, using one's mind, individualism, not trusting anyone and

chance is popularized in animated cartoons.

Therefore the right of children "to freely use their free time and use it for their
own development" stated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child is not available
in real life within the capitalist system. In this context, it is necessary to recognize that
the right to rest, which is one of the social rights, is a right designed for the interests
of capitalism. Because it is seen that free time, the most important factor of the right
to rest is designed as a timezone extremely internalized by capitalism (Bauman, 1999:
132).

Other notable articles of the convention are those related to "Media". The
obligations of media in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child are specified in

Articles 12, 13, 14 and 17. Related articles are as follows °;

Avrticle 12: States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or

her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the

® For further information, see: http://www.unicef.org/turkey/crc/_cr23b.html
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child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age

and maturity of the child.

Article13: The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall
include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or
through any other media of the child's choice. The exercise of this right may be
subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law
and are necessary for the respect of the rights or reputations of others or for the

protection of national security or of public order or of public health or morals.

Acrticle 14: States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.

Avrticle 17: States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass
media and shall ensure that the child has access to information and material from
a diversity of national and international sources, especially those aimed at the
promotion of his or her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and

mental health.

Although the children's "right to freedom of expression™ was frequently
mentioned in the above articles, it is also seen that they would make wrong choices
and get harmed unless they are not subject to protective paternalism™®. For example,
as stated in the convention; "States Parties shall ensure that the child has access to
information and material from a diversity of national and international sources,

encourage the mass media to disseminate information and material of social and

1% Quoted from Geoffrey Scarre, Children and Paternalism by Bob Franklin, Child Rights, p. 43.
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cultural benefit zo the child and protect children from harmful publications.” At this
point, however, the state shall decide what is beneficial and what is harmful to
children. For example even though Article 36 of Convention states that "No one can
use children for their own interests. The state protects every child in such a
circumstance" children are being used for advertising, that is in line with the interests

of advertisers, and the state sees no harm in doing so and allows it.

At the same time, according to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
every individual is regarded as a child until to the age of 18. But this definition is
quite abstract and problematic. The fact that a child who is able to do so many things
such as material production, studentship, childbearing is not allowed to use vote
before the age of 19 proves that this is the result of an adult aristocracy that excludes
youth but not an issue of age. (Inal, 2014: 293). In fact the status of children as being
nobody created by adults has no place for political rights, they are economically
dependent and have no right to ownership, they jauntily obey the arbitrary and
unlimited implementations reaching from families and schools to state and they are
subject to physical and psychological violence of adults throughout their lives. They
cannot vote, but they can go to war, they cannot decide to have sexual intercourse or
marry but they can give in marriage by their parents' decision at very early ages, they
can earn money by working on streets on the streets or at workshops but they don't
have the power of disposition on their personal assets (Turanli, 2004). Even though
children's rights movements originate from an approach querying this status of
children and reacting their deprivation of so many rights, they paradoxically carry the
flag of this movement. And the rights of children and authority to make a decision are

still belong to adults.
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UNICEF, which operates in line with the Convention on Children's Rights
(CCR) and has been affected by Maslow, suggested that a horizontal order of priority
or hierarchy should be set with regard to children's needs. Primarily, the priority
regarding the fulfillment of their needs is taken into consideration.In this context if a
child dies due to poor nutrition, the efforts to make his/her birth safe and protect
him/her from diseases or avoiding accidents don't have any meaning. Likewise, it has
no value to educate a child who is extremely hungry for learning something (Sunal,
2010:60). Meeting their basic needs can be seen as the first step towards survival, but
it does not provide a concrete view in terms of eliminating the existing inequalities.
For this reason, instead of meeting their basic needs, egalitarian approach argued by
Dworkin (1988) becomes more meaningful, as far as the children are concerned.
Because what really matters is the equal distribution of resources at the beginning.
This is crucial for the welfare of children. In this regard, the goal should not be to
meet the basic needs of children but to equally distribute all resources in a society to
children (Sunal, 2010).

For example, one of UNICEF's practices in our country is the "Haydi Kizlar
Okula (Let's Go to School Girls!" project. Within the scope of this project, a letter on
behalf of the UNICEF Turkish National Committee is included in the credit card
payment envelopes. With this letter, cardholders are invited to charitable events and
are told that with a small amount of money they will pay each month, Turkey will be
able to find solutions to many humane problems, such as vaccination against seven
deadly diseases, prevention of diarrhea or support for the "Let's Go to School Girls"
campaign (Temelli, 2004 Quoted by: Nakiboglu, 2004). Thus the system which
makes the rich richer and render the poor helpless is never questioned, poverty issue

is assigned to private realm and "charity organizations™ to a great extent and a society
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of benevolence which secures enrichment is created (Nakiboglu, 2004). At this point
Freire's (1998: 24-25) definition of "fake magnanimity", which he used for attempts to
soften the force of oppressors comes to mind. Freire suggests that the oppressors are
also obliged to eternalize injustice to have the opportunity to express their
"magnanimity” and defines real magnanimity as below;
True magnanimity is the struggle itself to destroy the causes feeding fake
charity. Fake charity obliges those who are frightened, overpowered and
"rejected by life" to beg for with trembling hands. True magnanimity is trying
to ensure these hands - whether belong to an individual or to people - to need
help less and become working hands that would transform the world (Freire,

1998: 25).

Exploitation of the child, being sexually abused, being the victim of violence
etc. has become one of the most chaotic dilemmas of the modern world. Children's
rights movement of the twentieth century is rooted in the modern childhood paradigm.
However, as noted above, the process commenced with the emergence of modern
childhood paradigm and continued with the Convention on the Rights of the Child is
far from being a child-centered process as asserted or desired which aims at the
participation of child. At the same time, the idea that children's fate can change

through charitable projects is constantly dictated (Inal, 2014: 285).

It is clear that children constitute a unique political group of ** exclusion and

" Three reasons are alleged to legitimize paternalist policies. The first one is the claim that children
lack the required rationality and experience for political autonomy. As children are not able to make
their own choices, these choices should be made by adults. The second assertion is that children will
approve the rightness of decisions taken by adults on their behalf as they grow up. And finally, children
are in need of adults in many respects and they cannot take care of themselves (Franklin, 1993).
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paternalist policies. Children constitute a clear example of the violation of democratic
principle by being subject to a number of laws which they do not participate in
(Franklin, 1993: 37). They are excluded even in the matters which are important for
their future (education, nuclear weapons etc.). Therefore despite the fact that there are
so many regulations regarding children's rights, the dilemma between the idealized
forms of children's rights on the legal basis and the hardface of reality hinders
solution of problems. Therefore, as long as the equal distribution of resources is not
possible, it is neither possible to talk about a childhood fact which has equal rights,

freedom and living conditions.

3.3.2 Child Labor

The use of child labor in the center country and neighboring ones can only be
explained by examining the changes in power relations between labor and capital and
which policies the capital pursues to reproduce its economic, social and political
power on a global scale. Therefore in order to examine child labor, it is necessary to
look at economic, political and ideological structures which regulate labor-capital
relations (Ozdemir and Yiicesan, 2005). Today the phenomenon of working children
is considered as a serious problem both in the center and surrounding countries.And
the basics of this phenomenon should be addressed together with economic, social,
political problems and problems in other fields (Yetim and Caglayandereli, 2007).

Exploitation of child labor refers to children's working for a fee or in family
businesses or for educational purposes that would negatively affect their physical,
mental and spiritual development and threaten their health. Exploitation of child labor
is the most widespread type of physically and spiritually exploiting children (Akyiiz,

2013:532). Generating maximum profit, which is the main reason for child labor
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exploitation is also one of the reasons for being of capitalism. In this context,
annihilating or trying to annihilate child labor exploitation is a fact against the nature
of capitalist production. At this point it is possible to say that capitalism actually
doesn't annihilate child labor exploitation but tries to be seen as if it annihilates it. The
best examples of this situation are laws enacted by the system to prevent child labor
and some international agreements.

Child labor is not a recently-emerged concept. From ancient times until today
children worked in many ways to contribute to the family economy. The date of
children's working as shepherds, farm laborers or workers dates back to old times
(Inal, 2007). Small, extremely fragile and vulnerable children bodies have been
subject to forced labor throughout human history. But in conjunction with industrial
revolution workshops turned into factories and using child labor as slave labor
became widespread (Maclennan, 1995:145). After the industrial revolution apprentice
children helping to their families in the past became "wage workers" (Isikli, 1995:25).
Prior to modern periods child labor was used to contribute free-of-charge to the labor
of household or financially contribute to the family budget. But no other system has
benefited from child labor this inhumanely as capitalism
(http://blogumuz.blogcu.com/calisan-cocuklarin-egitimi-1-blogumuz-kemal-
inal/932555).

In spite of the new childhood ideology discovered in the modern period, 18th
and 19th centuries has witnessed horrible scenes in terms of child labor. Especially
19th century is rather different than previous centuries in terms of horrible
exploitation of child labor (Inal, 2014:387). For example children, who were

purchased to work in England were enchained, little girls working in mines in
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Belgium were forced to be prostitutes.*? Holt's (2000:140) findings regarding the

children's being put to work are as follows"?;

They were slaves in the proper meaning of the word and were forced by their
families to work. Already half-starved families would be really starving if their
children would not work... These families were so poor and the small amount of
money that their children would bring in was not enough for them to make their
living.

in the 19th century discussions regarding the demand for child labor and the
argument that children should attend school was intensified. There are some
arguments that factories have saved the children from streets and prepared them for
life but opposing arguments defended the opinion that children need to go to school
because working at factories adversely affects the physical and psychological
development. (Ertiirk, 1997:332). Even though the second opinion prevailed in time
and the number of school attending children is significantly increased but this
circumstance could not go beyond projecting a different world for children of middle
and upper-class families ( Inal, 2014:389).In addition 19th century both frequently
witnessed labor force and became the period when laws regarding child labor are
enacted (Inal, 2014:390).The first one of these laws was "Health and Morals of
Apprentices Act" dated 1802. But this law was not considered important by capital

and capital argued that the life of a non-working child would be much worse.

12 For detailed information; Marx, Engels, Lenin, Woman and Family. Translated by: Arif Gelen, Sol
Publications,2002,p438)

3 Abuse and exploitation that children were subject to in 19th century became subject to literary works
of the time. While children were exploited in the industrial and commercial world, literary world of
19th century dignified the poor and working children/childhood to the max.In the literary works of 19th
century and early 20th century (Huckleberry Finn, Oliver Twist..etc), heroic children who would find
solutions to problems caused by the adults in the capitalist society were illustrated.
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Whereas in 1833 the Factories Commission of Inquiries composed of factory
inspectors explicitly revealed the bad working conditions of children.
Manufacturers put children to work rarely when they are five years old, often
when they are six, more frequently when they are seven and generally when
they are eight-nine years old. A work day generally lasts between fourteen to

sixteen hours except for lunch break and regular breaks (Engels, 2007:188).

In the following years, the age of attending to school was determined as ten
pursuant to "Law on Primary Education™ dated 1880 and additional limitations
imposed on child employment (Maclennan, 1995:146). The most important law in this
field was the "1920 Act". "1920 Act" determined the age full-time working at
factories as fourteen and stipulated record keeping for working children under the age
of sixteen. Besides, with the establishment of International Labor Organization (ILO)
in 1919, the issue of child labor became an issue addressed and emphasized at
international level (Inal, 2014:392). 1LO accepted the individuals in 15 — 24 age
group as young workers and determined the age limit of child laborer as 15.
Accordingly children who begin to work under the age of 15 to earn a living and
contribute to the family budget are regarded as "child laborers
(http://lwww.ilo.org/public/turkish/region/eurpro/ankara/areas/child.htm). United
Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) defined child abuse in
the statement of the board of "Exploitation of Working Children and Street Children™
in 1986.

Working full-time at early ages, working for long hours, working at jobs

causing extreme physical, social or psychological stress, living and working

on streets under poor conditions, working for law or insufficient wages,
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working at jobs imposing heavy responsibility, compulsory working or
working at jobs that tarnish children’s honor or self-respect like sexual abuse.

(Kiintay and Dikmen, 2011 quoted by: Kalayci and Cicek, 2014:132 ):

In the following years ILO initiated a study named "International Programme
on the Elimination of Child Labor"(IPEC). IPEC programme was initiated in Brazil,
India, Indonesia, Kenya, Thailand and Turkey in 1992. ILO determined its goal with
this campaign as putting an end to child labor in the long term and protecting the
children and improving their working conditions in the short and medium terms.
However as completely putting an end to child labor was impossible under the
conditions of the capitalist system, IPEC changed its aim with a slight maneuver and
determined its priority as prevention of child labor in bad forms (Kogak, 2005). In this
context ILO adopted the "Emergency Action Plan" No0.182 related to the "Prohibition
and Elimination of Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention" in the meeting dated 17
June 1999. (According to Article 3 of the Convention, the worst forms of child labor

comprises the following.

e All forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and
trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory
labor, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed

conflict,

e The use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of

pornography or for pornographic performances,
e The use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for
the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international

treaties,
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e Work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is
likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children

http://www.ilo.org/public/turkish/region/eurpro/ankara/about/soz182.htm);

It can be said that this approach of ILO is an approach to interfere an existing
problem after it comes to existence and rehabilitate it rather than putting an end to the
existing child labor exploitation. As stated in the first place, what needs to be
questioned and changed ultimately is the existing economic, social and political
situation which deepens child labor exploitation (Altintas, 2003:18). When ILO's data
in the present day is examined, it is seen that there were approximately 250 million
child laborers in the age group of 5-14 only in underdeveloped countries in 2004.
According to the "Third Global Report” published by ILO in 2015, this number rose
to 352 million.
(http://www.turkmetal.org.tr/default.asp?page=arastirmalar&id=14909). Likewise
when UNICEF's data are examined, it is seen that the use of child labor is increased
but not decreased. So it seems that there is no positive change about child labor from
the day they were established until today.

Today, as a result of erosion policies in social institutions and realms
implemented by globalization, income inequality generated between countries and
regions, increased urban and rural poverty, more children forced to participate in
employment and masses that cannot benefit from their most basic rights are main
problems. Increased unemployment due to privatization policies leads to poverty and
poverty leads to an increase in the number of laboring children (Inal, 2014: 393).
Ultimately today, one of every two children in the world is affected by different forms

of poverty (starvation, education, sheltering, etc.). These children do not have safe
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homes and they cannot access clean water and healthcare services (Lindberg, 2013).
This is especially visible in third world countries. Child labor continues to be a
dominant phenomenon in neighboring countries, although it appears less in center
countries. When we look at child laborers in center countries, it is seen that children
of illegal and migrant workers are being put to work completely out of control, under
very poor working conditions, under intensive labor and very cheaply. At this point
one of the serious criticism towards center countries is that their governments don't
prevent legal supervision to hinder the illegal workers to enter their countries as they
know they increase the profit by being cheap labor (Yildizoglu, 1996). In nearby
countries, on the other hand, the effects of capital and industrial production in center
countries tending towards cheap labor in neighboring countries are visible (Celik,
2005). Cheap and unorganized labor without any social security in neighboring
countries became subject to interests and policies of "global commodity chains™ and
international capital within the structure of new international division of labor
approach to global capitalism (Ozdemir and Yiicelan, 2005). Poverty in developing
countries became more chronic as they sacrifice their resources and social policies for
the sake of belonging to the global world and multinational companies saw no harm
to put children to work in poor countries as they are the cheapest and obedient labor.
For this reason it is seen that "the restrictive measures bilaterally applied by strong
countries in weaker nations lack all kinds of legal or moral basis which would lead to
an improvement in working conditions or humane rights of the workers, both in poor
and rich countries"(Munck, 2003: 162 quoted by: Giiler, 2010: 42)

Looking at the world as a whole, it is seen that children are mostly used as
cheap labor in industries based on intensive labor such as textile, souvenir, brick, roof

tile, mine and other industries in developing or underdeveloped countries which
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generally produce for exportation. As mentioned above, child labor is frequently
preferred due to its easy adaptation to demands and changes brought by globalization
process and easy entry-exit. Therefore numerous international companies still use
child labor to obtain cheap labor and reduce the cost despite all prohibitions and

studies in most of their productions (Kayhan, 2012).

With the communication channels provided by the ongoing technology, the
news about child labor in the subsidiaries of multinational corporations were revealed
and this has led to an increase in reactions of non-governmental organizations and
consumers and the pressures on multinational corporations to act in the direction of
correcting this issue have been increased (Giiler, 2010: 53). Due to these pressures,
international organizations have stepped in and regulations called global labor
standards were constituted by international organizations like ILO, WTO and WB.
However these sanctions are criticized as they are being applied in countries rather
than to multinational companies, being euro-centralist and having protective goals.
Moreover when it is considered that international labor standards protect the rights of
legal workers, it is clear that they cannot protect the rights of informal children and

workers who work under the form of flexible organization ( Inal, 2007).

Especially in countries defined as underdeveloped or developing countries,
child labor is used as a strategy of survival against poverty, and the child's work
comes to the fore as a source of a way out from poverty. Claims of those questioning
the limitation of child labor in nearby countries are also based on this argument. There
are many arguments about the prohibition of child labor. Some claim that those who
are "rescued" will shift to a more unbearable form of poverty or they will be forced to
work at a more unbearable job. Or they will be told that "you cannot escape from

capitalist system and will not be able to radically change your production relations
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and thus, you will remain to stay in the capitalist system. So you don't have any other
way than selling extremely cheap labor". However while the claim that "we don't
have any other way" proposes to give up defending labor until an alternative society is
created (Ozdemir and Yiicelan, 2005), the argument that children's situation will get
worse if they don't work (prostitution etc.) is merely hiding the irregularity of the
existing system. For this reason it is a more accurate approach to perceive poverty as
a process rather than as a circumstance when considering child labor. Because if
poverty is perceived as a "circumstance”, its real dimension is overlooked and it is
reduced to providing food to the starved or shelter to the homeless or job to the
unemployed. So the whole picture goes unnoticed (Bauman, 1999:117).
Consequently it is necessary to correct long-term structural problems and
economic inequalities to provide a solution to child labor issue and short-term
practices as the ones mentioned above cannot provide this solution. The state is
required to develop policies which improve employment and regulate income
distribution in the manner to drain the swamp instead of merely killing mosquitoes
(Kayhan, 2012). It is obvious that the policies and institutions created to prevent child
labor still of no use when it is considered that child laborers are still an important part
of the countries' economies and preserve their existence. Because, as MacLennan
(1995: 162) emphasizes, children's wages are paid in person, their records are not
kept, insurance premiums are not paid, they cannot be union members and they
cannot claim compensation, health insurance or premiums. For this reason there are
so many obstacles in political, social and economic sense to provide a radical solution
to this long-lasting, challenging and complex issue. Although there are some efforts to
eliminate this problem, it seems that a world where children are not put to work

would be reachable when labor would have a say in this process.
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3.3.2.1 Child labor in Turkey

When the problem of child labor in Turkey is looked at, it appears that the
main reason for children to work is poverty. (Karabulut, 1996: 7). Projects are being
implemented in many parts of the world against child labor and to abolish child abuse.
The ILO conventions on the "Minimum Age Contract and Elimination of Worst
Forms of Child Labor" are some of the steps taken in this direction. The
"International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labor" (IPEC) also serves this
purpose. Despite these international organizations of which Turkey is a member, the
"Child Labor" report published by DISK (Confederation of Progressive Trade
Unions) on April 22, 2015 proves that the work of these organizations is not enough
(http://www.disk.org.tr/2015/04/disk-ar-turkiyede-cocuk-isciligi-gercegi-raporu-

2015/).

Table 1: Number of Employed, Working at Home, Total Number of Working

Children in Years

9.000 8397

8.000 7430 7.508

7.000 6.540 -
6.099

6.000

5.000 4470 _ mistihdamdaolan

4.000 | M Evislerinde ¢alisan

3000 Toplam galisan
2.000

1.000

1999 2006 2012

Source: (TUIK "Turkish Statistical Institute - TSI", 2013)
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Child Employment Surveys were conducted by DIE (State Institute of
Statistics) and TUIK in 1994, 1999, 2006 and 2012. According to conducted surveys,
while the number of children working in economic activities in the 6-17 age group
was 2 million 269 thousand in 1994, this number decreased to 1 million 630 thousand

in 1999 and to 890 thousand in 2006, but it increased 893 thousand in 2012.

Table 2: Children who attend/don't attend school due to working

Calisma nedenine gore okula devam eden ve etmeyen gocuklar, 2012
Children attending/not attending school by their reason of working in economic activity, 2012

(%)

60

50 1 N Okula devam eden
Attending school

40 +

30 4 Okula devam etmeyen

Not attending school

20 H —
| = ' ﬂ B wm 2.

Hanehalk: Hanehalkinin is 6grenmek, Ailenin istegi Kendi Diger
gelirine katkida b ik lek sahibi olmak Due to family wish ihtiyaclanm Other
bulunmak faaliyetine To leam a profession karsilamak
To contribute yardima olmak and building To support
household income To help in skills for a job him/herself

household's
economic activ ity

Source: (TUIK "Turkish Statistical Institute", 2013)

As it was mentioned earlier, the above table confirms that the main reason to
work for working children is poverty. Of the children attending to school and also
working in 6-17 age group, 39.3% are working to help the household's economic
activity and 24% are working to contribute to household income. The rate of children
not attending to school but working to contribute to household's income is around

58.7%. The rate of children not attending to school but working to help the
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household's economic activity is 18.1%. In total, more than half of the children work
due to economic reasons. The number of children attending to school and also
working is increased by 64% between the years of 2006 and 2012 and reached to 445
thousand from 212 thousand. While 2% of children attending school were working on
an economic activity in 2006, this rate reached to 3% in 2012. Among these children,
the rate of those working at domestic affairs rose to 50% from 43%. The number of
children not attending school dropped to 1 million 297 thousand from 2 million 314
thousand and the rate of children not attending to school but working at an economic
activity increased to 35% from 27%.

Another important point is the status of children working in small industrial
enterprises. These children generally work informally in auto industrial areas and
furniture industry. Children in these places struggle to earn money under heavy
conditions and the children in these places are more difficult to distinguish than those
working in other industries (Erbay, 2008). In addition, the issue of children's work
safety is important. Turkey is in a rather bad condition in this respect. According to
Istanbul Worker's Health and Job Security Assembly's (ISIG) data, 59 of the 1235
workers who lost their lives in 2013 were child laborers (14 of them were 14 years of
old or younger and 41 were between the ages of 15 and 17). This number was 54 in
2014 (19 of them were 14 years of old or younger and 35 were between the ages of 15
and 17). In 2004, three of every 100 work murders were child laborers. So one of
every 30 workers losing their lives is a child laborer working due to poverty (ISIG
2014, ISIG 2015). Child laborers constitute an important source of unsecured workers
pool and in the forthcoming days, it seems possible that rate of child labor murders

would increase due to the insufficiency of the measures taken.
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(http://www.disk.org.tr/2015/04/disk-ar-turkiyede-cocuk-isciligi-gercegi-raporu-

2015/).

Another issue that needs to be paid attention in Turkey is the children working
on streets. It is seen that the studies on this issue are very limited. (Yetim ve
Caglayandereli, 2007). The street is an unprotected and risky area for a child as
physical, emotional and sexual assaults are very likely to take place there. Streets,
which need to be placed to be used by children to play and participate in life in person
become places where children cannot live their childhood and full of many dangers. It
is estimated that at least 42.000 children work or live on streets. However the

unofficial figure is almost 80.000 (http://www.unicef.org/turkey).

There are also inconveniences in Turkey regarding street children. In a study
conducted by Karatas, Ayar and Duyan (2015) between 1 January 2005 and 31
August 2005, they reviewed 46 news about street children and determined statements
which would affect children in 36.9% of them. The headlines involved words like girl
thief, glue-sniffer and thinner addict and there were headlines like "Terror of Thinner
Addict", "An Istanbul Nightmare", "He Spread Terror with Rifle". In summary
children who live and put to work on streets are perceived as a threat by media and
society influenced by media and they become excluded (Erbay, 2013:193). In other
words, the ideology that these children are not the outcomes of unequal nature of
social production relations but they are bad because of bad aspects of their own
personalities or bad fate is imposed upon the society. These children are also defined
with concepts like "psychopaths" and "crime machines" (Cankurtaran and Oztas,
2004 quoted by: Ozdemir and Yiicelan, 2005).

Finally, in addition to poverty, education policies also feed the cruel

exploitation of child labor in Turkey. Along with the 4+4+4 law adopted in 2012 in
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Turkey, education is divided into pieces and formed a basis for increased child
employment and further exploitation of apprentices. This law also opened the way for
buying and selling female children who stay out of formal education after the first
four years like a commodity (inal, 2012). The compulsory education formulated as
4+4+4 doesn't increase attendance of female children to school and on the contrary, it
encourages them to continue their education in the form of "open education”. As a
result of cascading compulsory education the age of apprenticeship drops to 11 from
14. This will popularize child labor and increase exploitation of child labor. In this
respect, it can be said that capital and state are encouraging children to begin working
at early ages (Akyol, 2014).

Eventually this process clearly confirms that there was no change in working
conditions and the number of working children. Children are still being victims of
work murders at a high rate and cannot benefit from educational realms equally.

Niyazi Berkes (1944) summarizes this situation as follows;

Only temporary measures can be taken as long as the conditions of the system
continue. This issue is so serious and cannot be dealt with only by charity,
teaching morals, legal measures and unsystematic studies. It should be
addressed as part of a broad social development program (Quoted by: Alada,

Sayita and Temelli, 2002:251)

In summary, the studies and regulations on child labor didn't achieve any of
their short-term goals and they seem to be far from putting an end to child labor in the

long-term.
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CHAPTER FOUR

HISTORICAL EVENTS THAT SHAPED MEDIA AND CHILDREN'S

MAGAZINE PUBLISHING IN TURKEY

It is possible to follow up all economic and political changes in a country over
media. It is important to find answers to the questions of how it was structured and
after which social changes to understand media, which is considered rather influential
the masses. Therefore it is important to mention the economic, political and cultural
changes occurred in Turkey and how they have reflected on media in order to see the
whole picture when reviewing the historical development of children's magazines
which are the subject of this study. In this context the state of media after 1980,
changes in magazine publishing and lastly, historical process of children's magazine

publishing will be discussed in this chapter of the study.

4.1 Transformation of Media in Turkey

Neoliberal policies pursued after 1980 in Turkey affected media as they
affected every other realm. Having a rather different structure than its traditional one
and ownership feature, media became a more important actor in political and
economic areas in comparison to past (Bulut, 2009:75). Once a family business,
media first became a business of holdings and now it witnesses horizontal, vertical
and even cross integrations within itself and in other industries (Kurban, Sézer, 2012:
11).

If a date should be given for the commencement of media's structural

transformation, January 24 decisions might be a good one. January 24 decisions have
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been supported by "September 12 Military Coup”. After September 12, regulations
regarding the transition to free market economy declared by January 24 decisions
found an environment to be implemented (Kaya, 2009:234). Especially after the
military coup of September 12, big capital from outside of press increased in a short
time and caused industrialization of the sector. During this period, growth of press
was actualized by incentives and credits originating from political power to a great
extent. At the same time, institutions like IMF and World Bank recommended in their
structural adjustment programmes that the state should withdraw from traditional
interference fields beginning from the market and privatization implementations
should speed up in various sectors including media along with January 24 decisions
(Ekzen, 1999). For this reason, the process of change initiated in 1980's gathered
further speed as of 1990's.

During the period of ANAP power between the years of 1983 and 1990 Turgut
Ozal, who was the implementer of new right-wing policies in Turkey, made an effort
to structure media in this direction and direct it in line with his policies. Believing in
limitless capitalist competition open to everyone like his contemporaries, Ronald
Reagan and Margaret Thatcher and admiring new right politicians, Ozal's approach to
media was exactly the same (Ziichrer, 1995:417). Strengthening and commercializing
of capital in media in Turkey took place to a great extent in Ozal's era. Ozal attributed
importance to media to gain support in public opinion for economic, cultural and
political transformations he initiated in social structure and established good relations
with owners of newspapers and editorial writers. In exchange for the support of
media, he provided state support to media companies (Sonmez, 2000). In conjunction
with all these developments, the number of commercial television channels in Turkey

was increased considerably during 1990's. And Turkey excited the attention of foreign
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media groups. Media markets spreading globally and global media holdings also
emerged in Turkey. And from production to distribution, media came under the rule
of a few big groups. As Bulut (2009) stated, these groups owned newspapers,
television channels, radio stations and included many institutions like banks,
insurance companies and energy companies. Media evolved from being a family
business to a new type of media ownership dominated by big capital groups in
industries other than media (Adakli, 2001:145). The new media owners have
investments in different sectors and they don't hesitate to use media as a weapon
against their competitors, political power and advertisers (Bulut, 2009).

When media is owned by big capital groups it became impossible for both
economically and politically powerless groups to have a place in the media industry.
At the same time working conditions and personal rights of labor are deteriorated in
the media industry and conditions of union membership became extremely difficult.
Sensation and manipulation in media content became widespread (Adakli, 2010: 75)
and owners of big media companies began influencing media contents in line with
their personal beliefs and values (Woods, 2007). Therefore in 1990's and later on,
although the numbers of television channels, magazines, newspapers and radio
stations had increased in Turkey, not many more and different views and opinions are
not produced as alleged. Because as Erdogan (2002) states, "Quantitative plenitude
with the same production style never means a qualitative difference. And the saying
‘Isn't it worse not to have alternatives?' functions as one of the legitimization
mechanisms that helps the fake and bad to sell themselves as good and real where the

good is destroyed or not available."

At the end of 20th century, four big groups (Dogan, Uzanlar, Bilgin and

Karamehmet) dominate the media even if their shares are not equal. After a while



104

Uzan Group lost their economic and political powers and withdrew from the industry
and Ding Bilgin left his place to Turgay Ciner (Kaya, 2009:257). But the main scene
didn't change. At the same time along with local monopolies, foreign monopolies also
established partnerships with Turkish media or directly acquired them (Bulut, 2009).
Global media established its first relations in Turkey with Dogan Publication Holding.
Dogan Publication Holding has partnerships with CNNTiirk in visual media and with
Germany's Burda Group in printed media for magazine publication. Another
cooperation of the group with global media is the partnership with Egmont from
Denmark towards children. It started its broadcasting on 15 May 2000 after the
agreement between MSNBC and NTV of Dogus Holding. There are many more
examples like Canadian media company Canwest which had acquired Metro FM,
Super FM, Joy FM and Joy Tiirk FM put out to tender by Savings Deposit Insurance

Fund (TMSF) and entered into Turkish media sector.

In summary, when the status of Turkish media in this period is examined, we
find changed ownership structures and monopolization. With the change of the
ownership structure of media, it began to take shape over relationships with political
actors and commercial interests. A media structure which mostly determines self-
censorship in line with their own interests and so, independence and neutrality of

which becomes debatable carried itself to 2000's.

When Justice and Development Party came to power alone after 3 November
2002 elections, a transformation had occurred in this media structure which was
regarded as main stream media and which positions itself in the center but it was only

about changes of company names and media owners.

AKP wanted to make some changes in media and they had this chance after

2001 crisis because owners of many bankrupt banks were also media owners and they
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have transferred these institutions to Savings Deposit Insurance Fund. Consequently,
"media of powers" emerged as a result of using amenities of state instead of "power of
media" which gained significant power after conglomeration (Doganay, 2007:70).
Following the AKP Power, distinct changes were seen in the picture of dominant
groups in the media sector. The transformation process commenced with the
liquidation of Uzan Group of Companies. It was followed by Calik Group and Kalyon
Group and market share of Dogus Group was substantially increased. So when it
comes to 2014, we see a picture in which it was still controlled by big capital groups
and only intensities changed hands. (Cam, 2015:71-72). During this period, media
ownership have been rearranged and mainstream media was built as a political means
not acting against the discourse of the power. Big media groups preferred to be
attuned to power due to the threat of being economically weakened and discredited
(Cayli, Depeli, 2012:43). One of the most apparent examples of this trend is Dogus
Group. Working hand in glow with political power and rearranging its structure in
line with this development, it seems that Dogus Holding got its reward of being close
to power beyond measure. Dogus Construction won the Uskiidar-Sancaktepe Subway
Tender, which was the fourth subway tender in Istanbul, in 2002 (Baskaya,
15.06.2012). Holding won the tender for privatization of Salipazar1 Port Area called
"Galataport" in 2013 by a bid of 702 million dollars (ntvmsnbc, 16.05.2013). Dogus
Group maintains its economic growth in all areas (Kuyucu, 2012: 47).

When we look at the period of AKP government as of 2016, it is seen that the
main strategy to transform the media system was neoliberal policies and these policies
have been implemented to a great extent. AKP government consciously actualized the

main stream media to be taken over by capital groups close to them by using
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neoliberal weapons (http://yeniarayis.com/genel/2016/01/ AKP-period-media-neo-

liberal-return my/my-return ).

As a result it is clear that the problems of media in Turkey will not end unless
the attitudes of media bosses to give up critical publishing and even journalism due to
being close to the government because of their investments in other fields and
rewarding pro-government media bosses by the government with public tenders

would not change.

4.2 History of Magazine Publishing in Turkey

The 1860s had witnessed the revival of Ottoman press, pressures, limitations
and new opinions. Parallel to the revival of the press, the number of new newspapers
and magazines has also increased rapidly. In conjunction with the First
Constitutionalist Period the Ottoman Basic Law (Kanun-i Esasi) was prepared and the
first Parliament (Meclis-i Mebusan) was convened. Due to the impact of this, an
atmosphere of freedom came into existence but this impact didn't last long.
Grounding on the Russo-Turkish War, Abdiilhamit declared martial law basing on
Article 113 of Kanun'i Esasi in 1877 and claiming that the people were not ready for a
parliament yet and the Constitution did not comply with sharia, he abolished Meclis-i
Mebusan in 1878. From this period until the Second Constitutionalist Period, a strict
censorship has been applied on the press. Although magazines were not censored and
closed as much as newspapers in this period as their contents are mostly artistic and
literary, their number was not high (Yapar, 2007:64-66).

The first initiatives in the history of Turkish magazine publishing were seen

during Tanzimat Reform Era. The first magazine was "Vaka-i Tibbiye" published in
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1850. Also in the same period magazines like “Cemiyet-i [lmiyeyi”, “Mecmua-I
Fiinun”, “Mecmua-i ibritname” were published (Parlak, 1968). The first official
magazine published in Turkey is "Ceride-i Askeriye". It was published by the
Ministry of War in 1864. The most important and effective magazine of this period is
"Serveti Fiinun" published by Ahmet Thsan Tokgdz in 1891.
Primary magazines published during the period from Tanzimat Reform Era to
proclamation of the Republic and their dates of publication are below;
Mecmua-i Fiinun (1861), Ceride-i Askeriye (1864), Mecmua-i Askeriye
(1864), Mecmua-i Uliim ( 1867), Tuhfet-til Tip (1868), Mecmuatiil Ebuzziya
(1881), Hazine-i Evrak (1881), Servet-i Fiinun (1891), Maliimat (1893),
Mektep (1893), Muhit-iil Maarif (1902) Beyan’iil-Hak (1908), Ictihat (1904),
Resimli Kitap (1908), Sirat-1 Miistakim (1908), Sebiliirresad (1908), Sehbal
(1909), Geng Kalemler (1911), Tiirk Yurdu (1912), Halka Dogru (1913), Milli
Tetebbular Mecmuasi (1915), Islam Mecmuasi (1915), Edebiyat-1 Umumiye
(1916), Yeni Mecmua (1917), Kurtulus (1919), Dergah (1921), Kiigiik

Mecmua (1922) (Okay, 2006:511-518).

Looking at the above sequencing and dates, it is seen that the number of
published magazines after the Second Constitutionalist Period had increased. This
was influenced by various movements of thought and westernization efforts. All
movements of thought have begun to publish their own media organs (Duran, 1998:
133). For example new magazines such as “Beyan-iil Hak” which includes Islamic
thoughts, "Sanayi (Industry)" magazine wishing Ottoman to be an industrialized
country, “Ulum-u iktisadiye”, a pro-westernization magazine and socialist "Istirak

(Communion)™ magazine were issued (Yapar, 2007:64-66).



108

During War of Liberation some newspapers supported Mustafa Kemal while
others were opposing him (Yapar, 2007). Mustafa Kemal attached importance to the
support he would receive via press during the war of independence. He requested a
new newspaper to be established in Ankara, in 1919. This newspaper was named
"Hakimiyet-i Milliye (National Sovereignty)" published as the official publishing
organ of Anatolian and Rumelia Miidafaa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti (Countrywide Resistance
Organization). The first editorial of this newspaper was written by Mustafa Kemal
(Tiifekgioglu, 1988). And the newspaper continued to be the voice of War of
Independence throughout the war. Almost all of the magazines published in that

period took sides with War of Independence.

In this period, the most efficient journalist of Istanbul media was Sedat
Simavi. Magazines grabbing attention with their colored covers and cartoons were
published. These were; Diken, women's magazines Inci, Yeni inci, Hanim and
children's magazine Haciyatmaz (Duran, 1998:151). Along with these, the political
humor magazine "Akbaba" published by Yusuf Ziya Ortag and Orhan Seyfi Orhon
and "Resimli Ay" published by Zekeriya Sertel in 1924 attracted great attention
(Innugur, 1992:61). However after Takrir-i Siikun'* Law (Law on the Maintenance of
Order) was enacted, pressure on and supervision of the press gradually increased and
many newspapers and magazines were closed by Cabinet Decrees. One of the most
attention-grabbing of these was "Resimli Ay" magazine. Both being authors of
Resimli Ay magazine, Sabiha Sertel's article titled "Get Out of the Way! | am

Coming" and Emin Tiirk Eli¢in's article titled "I am Coming from My Village"

After enactment of Takrir-i Sikun Law (Law on the Maintenance of Order) pressure on and
supervision of the press gradually increased. Tevhid-i Efkar, Son Telgraf, Istiklal, Tokséz,
Sebiliirresset and Vatan newspapers are some of the newspapers that were closed. After the closure of
these newspapers many journalists were judged and sentenced. In the same period, within the scope of
investigations initiated for leftist movements in Turkey, some journalists were arrested and sentenced
on the grounds that they made propaganda of communism.
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became matters in dispute. At the court, the prosecutor stated that both articles were
against the current administration and demanded both journalists to be sentenced to
heavy imprisonment up to 20 years (Sertel, 1987).

The most important event regarding history of press in 1930's was the "Law
Governing the Press™” which became effective on 8 August 1931 in line with
resolutions adopted"> CHF general assembly. The law was adopted in parliament after
long discussions and the publication bans brought by the law were as follows
(Kabacali, 1990);

1) Publications provoking monarchy, caliphate, communism and anarchism

are banned.
2) Publication of articles sent by persons from dynasty is banned.

3) Publication of suicides is banned.

With this law, freedom of the press is kept under strict inspection. The
initiative has been completely left to Interior Minister and Prime Minister. A period of
the strict one-party regime had begun and this situation had a great impact on the
press. There were no opposition parties and finding an opponent newspaper or
magazine was rather difficult. Critical articles rarely published in newspapers
completely within the tolerance limits of government (Topuz, 1973). Therefore
magazine publishing slowed down between the years of 1930-1940 due to one-party
administration and World War Two (YYapar, 2007). In conjunction with the transition

to a multi-party system, control over press began to mitigate. In this period press was

*The most important article of the Law was article 50: "Newspapers and magazines would be
temporarily closed due to publications which would harm the general politics of the country. The
executives of a newspaper closed in this manner shall not publish a newspaper under a different name
during the period of closure (Kabacali, 1990).
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divided into two as those who support Democrat Party and those in support of RPP
(CHP). Coming into power after 14 May 1950 elections, Democrat Party included
ensuring freedom of the press in its program and they frequently mentioned freedom
of the press in their statements before elections (Kalyoncu, 2007). However, this
positive approach towards press lasted a short time. DP became stronger after 1954
elections and it fell out with the press. This was followed by a firm stand on the press
(Kabacali, 1994: 238).
DP supported publications supporting the government throughout its power.
There were different types of supports during the application of punishments on the
press: supporting press was taken care of, loans and lands were provided, adding
stories was permitted, official advertising was placed, paper allocations were made.
What Menderes told to Enver Adakan is very important to comprehend his approach
to press in those years;
Vatan? Let me have a lunch with the owner of Yeni Sabah, Safa, at Ankara
Palace, Ahmed Emin will immediately give up writing. Nadir Nadi? Let me
tell him about a small poverty like Chile and especially about Vienna, Nadir
will write an article as | want the next day. Burhan Felek? He would be a putty
in my hands in return for a couple of sports federation trips abroad. There are
also those among them who would sell their pens for an amount of 20 to 30
thousand liras

(http://www.politics.ankara.edu.tr/dergi/pdf/51/1/29 nuran_yildiz.pdf).

During this period "Akis™ and "Kim" magazines were attracting notice with
their high circulation and their opposition to DP (Kalyoncu, 2007). One of these

opponent magazines, "Akis" had to close up due to economic problems and a verdict
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of closing was rendered for "Kim" magazine. But the magazine changed its name as
"Mim" and continued its publication life until 27 May Military Coup ( Yapar, 2007).

In early 1960's, pressure of power on journalists was considerably increased.
During this period, 867 journalists were convicted and law suits brought against 2300
(Kologlu, 1992:49). Following 27 May 1960 military coup and 1961 Constitution,
leftist magazines were increased in number. Examples of these magazines are "Yo6n",
"Sosyal Adalet" and "Devrim ve Emek" (Yapar, 2007). This libertarian atmosphere
continued until 12 March 1971 Memorandum. After this date depoliticization
commenced and this change also reflected on magazines. Cartoon magazines made a
start on (Cumhuriyet Ansiklopedisi "Encyclopedia of Republic", 2002). Press was
exposed to many restrictions and strict rules after 12 September 1980 military coup.
Press gradually became depoliticized and moved away from people. During the same
period economic items became determinant after 1980 and press became an expensive
line of business (Kabacali, 1990). At this time magazine publishing rapidly became
tabloid. Some of the magazines published in this area are (Yapar, 2007) “Haftasonu”,
“Hayat”, “Ses”, “Firt”, “Nokta”, “Yank1”, “Kadinca”, “Bilim Teknik”, “Onyedi”.

Towards the mid-1990s, Hurriyet Publishing Group and Milliyet Publishing
Group established partnerships with foreign publishing groups. Dogan Group
established a partnership with Rizzoli Burda Group and magazines published abroad
like "Max" and "Elle" were also published in Turkey. The groups dominating
magazine publishing in this period were Dogan Group, Dogus Group and Sabah
Group. After 2002 "Novamedya" Publishing was added to this list (YYapar, 2007).

As the transpiring media bosses made alliances with political powers
especially after 1990's and thus, commercial interests of holdings became prominent

in publishing business. AKP also created media groups close to itself during its
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rulership. In conjunction with AKP era Feza Group and Albayrak Group also
increased their effectiveness in the sector along with Thlas Holding. The second most
prominent group after Feza Group was Albayrak Group during AKP power. As of
Recep Tayyip Erdogan's mayorship in Istanbul, Albayraklar established significant
business relations with the municipality in many fields and they entered into media
industry by acquiring Yeni Safak Newspaper, established on 23 January 1995, in
1997. Magazine published by these groups are as follows (Demir, 2013:48-58);

Ihlas Group: Tiirkiye Cocuk Dergisi, Yemek Zevki, Automotive Exports, IT

Network, Print on Demand, Hotel Restaurant Hi-Tech
Feza Group: Aksiyon, Turkish Review, Cihan Dergi

Albayrak Group: Derin Tarih, Lokma, Nihayet, Derin Ekonomi, Cins, Gergek

Hayat, Kirmiz1 Beyaz, Skyroad

Meanwhile, the new Turkish Criminal Law No. 5237 effectuated on June 2005
brought back the prison sentences abolished by the new Press Law No. 5187, which
was also enacted by AKP power and the existing prison and cash fines were
increased. Moreover the amendments made in AKP era gave way to disclosure of
numerous incidents from the right of privacy to interpersonal communication, from
deciphering of conversations without consent to hidden video shooting (Bakici,
2011).

The major magazines published today are those;

Bebegim ve Biz, , Cosmopolitan Bride, Esquire, Forbes Tiirkiye, Bilim Cocuk,
Harper's Bazaar, HomeArt, Lacivert, Otohaber, Para, Sofra, Merakli Minik, Samdan
Plus, National Geographic, National Geographic Kids, Robb Report, Traveller, GQ,

Galmour, Vogue, TRT Cocuk
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It is clear that magazines and magazine publishing were affected by the
economic, political and cultural changes in Turkey and they were also changed
accordingly. As can be understood from the above list, most of the magazines
published today pump the consumption ideology via their colored and attractive pages

and gifts they offer.

4.3 Children's Magazines Publishing in Turkey

Children's magazines cannot be considered separately from social, economic
and historical processes that Turkey underwent. Children's magazines reflect the
general perspective of the time they are published. Therefore it is possible to see the
effects of each and every period that Turkey had. For this reason the opinions alleged
by children's magazines with regard to education and children is important to
comprehend the periods that the country had from past until today and the child
profile wanted to be created based on these periods. In this context, the reflections of
historic, political and economic changes happened in Turkey from the time of
Ottomans until today on children's magazine publishing are addressed in this chapter

to offer an insight into the next chapter of the study.

4.3.1 Children's Magazines Publishing in Ottoman Era

During the period before Republic, the works written for children in Turkey
are so scarce if any. First works in this field commenced with translations made in
Tanzimat period. With the announcement of Imperial Edict of Giilhane (1839) after

Abdiilmecit came to the throne, Ottoman entered a new period. With this edict
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authorities of the Sultan was limited for the first time and he shared the right to enact
a law. Defined as opening to West and transfer of innovations, the most significant
innovation movements were seen in the field of education during Tanzimat Period.
Establishment of teacher's training schools, teaching schools equal to universities and
Daru'l-fiinun (Ottoman University) were the most important events in the field of
education (Deniz, 2010).

In this process the Ottoman intellectuals who turned their faces to West and
aimed to impose this on people used the press as the most effective way to achieve
this goal (Yaman, 2004). Mediating to social change via press and literature, the elite
headed towards children and youth to ensure the sustainability of change. At that time
young generations were regarded as the mass most open to change and influence same
as today. This consideration caused seeking for ways to reach children. Simsek

summarizes this situation with these statements;

The birth of children magazine publishing is a continuation of social change
which gained speed in association with Tanzimat. Because the elite mediating
the social change via educational means and literature needed to head towards
young generations which are the most dynamic section of society in order for
the change to continue more healthily and be permanent. Because the young
generation was seen as the mass which is most open to change. This
consideration triggered the quest to find better ways to reach children. At the
beginning various literary works were published and even though in limited
number, some articles towards children were published in the press. But works
directly aimed at children were published for the first time during the second

half of 19th century (2001:119).
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As Simgek mentioned above, various literary works were published at the
beginning and articles for children had a part in the press and later on (second half of
19th century) works for children began to emerge ( Dogdu, 2007). Poems were
written to correct the spoken language of children and educate them and world's
classics were translated into Turkish. Books like "Gulliver's Travels (by Jonathan
Swift) (1872)" translated by Mahmut Nedim” "Journey to the Center of the Earth
(Jules Verne) (1883)" and"Five Weeks in a Balloon (Jules Verne)” (1887)“translated
by Mehmet Emin are the first foreign works of children's literature published (Yaman,
2004).

The first children's magazines were distributed as newspaper supplements. The
first example was the magazine named "Miimeyyiz" delivered as a weekly
supplement of the newspaper in 1869 (Dogdu, 2007:27). The target audience of
Miimeyyiz was children at the primary education age. Miimeyyiz magazine also
included daily political events as news (Gengel, 1984:186). Bayram (2005) analyzed
Miimeyyiz magazine in his study and stated that it was composed of intelligence
questions and answers, news texts, advertisements and announcements, jokes, letters,
stories, fables and tales, advises and warning texts, encyclopedic texts, moral texts
and didactic texts (Bayram, 2005). Miimmeyiz magazine frequently emphasizes
education and upbringing of children. The below section quoted from Miimeyyiz

magazine clearly confirms this.

Children, if you say "we are going to school, read and study", our reply to you
will be "We see you." As a matter of fact you go to school, read fascicles and
books and study until the evening. But when we see the schools of other
nations and their children calmly attending to school and sitting in classrooms

in a well-behaved manner, we don't like the noise you make at every chance
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and your behaviors on the streets after you leave the school...

(http://fabilog.com/osmanli-dan-gunumuze-cocuk-dergileri/).

The longest-lasting one of children's magazine written with old letters is
"Cocuklara Mahsus Gazete (Newspaper for Children)". It's publication began in 1896
and continued to be published until 1908. The articles generally published
anonymously in children’'s magazines until that time were replaced by writings by

famous persons in "Newspaper for Children™ (Okay, 2006:513).

When general features of children's magazines written in old letters are
examined, it is possible to say that they were generally complying with political and
social circumstances of the time. They have taken sides with sultanate up until
Constitutionalism (Azim, 2000:8). Political commitment presented as obeying the
Sultan and other state officials was frequently mentioned as a required and
compulsory task for everyone. In this context concepts and topics that would intensify
political commitment like homeland, citizenship, patriotism, nation, state,
commitment to state, fairness of administrators and a state would never survive

without administrators have been dwelled on (Okay, 2002: 477).

Children's literature researcher Yanar (2001:7-8) made the below observations

with regard to these magazines published in Ottoman era;
e These newspapers and magazines prioritized the goal of education.

e Magazines were usually published on Fridays or Thursdays when

schools were closed so that the children would not skip their classes.

e Magazines adopted subscription system as they were maintaining their

publication lives under hard conditions.
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e Magazines of the time were generally published in Istanbul. Three
magazines were published in Thessaloniki (Aile (Family), Cocuklara
Rehber (Guide for Children), Cocuk Bahgesi (Playground)).

e During this period, children's magazines typically have complied with

political and social circumstances of the time.

As Okay (1999:24-26) determined, children's magazines published until

Alphabet Revolution are shown in the below table;

Table 1: Dates and Numbers of Issue of Children's Magazines Published until

Alphabet Revolution

Year | Name of Magazine Number of Issues | Publication Dates
1869 | Miimeyyiz 49 1869-1870
1873 | Hazine-_Etfal 1 1873
1875 | Sadakat 6 1875
1875 | Etfal 16 1875
1875 | Ayine 41 1875-76
1876 | Arkadas 13 1876-77
1880 | Terciiman-1 Hakikat 26 1880
1880 | Aile (Family) 3 1880
1880 | Bahge 40 1880-81
1881 | Mecmua — Nevresidegan 4 1881
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1881 | Cocuklara Arkadas 12 1881
1881 | Cocuklara Kiraat 18 1881-82
1882 | Vasita - Terakki 4 1882
1886 | Etfal 23 1886
1887 | Numune — Terakki 9 1887-88
1887 | Debistan-1 Hired 1 1887
1887 | Cocuklara Talim 9 1887-88
1896 | Cocuklara Mahsus Gazete 626 1896-1908
1897 | Cocuklara Rehber 166 1897-1901
1905 | Cocuk Bahgesi 43 1905
1909 | Musavver Kiiciik Osmanli 3 1909
1910 | Mekteplilere Arkadas 14 1910
1913 | Cocuk Diinyas1 (Child's World) |94 1913
1913 | Ciddi Karagoz 3 1918
1913 | Cocuk Yurdu 7 1913
1913 | Mektebli 19 1913
1913 | Talebe Defteri 68 1913-18
1913 | Cocuk Duygusu 61 1913-14
1913 | Tirk Yavrusu 2 1913
1913 | Cocuklar Alemi 10 1913
1913 | Kurlangig 3 1913
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1914 | Cocuk Bahgesi 21 1914
1914 | Cocuk Dostu 23 1914
1914 | Mini Mini 7 1914
1918 | Kiiciikler Gazetesi 8 1918
1918 | Hiir Cocuk 3 1918
1919 | Haftalik Cocuk Gazetesi 8 1919
1919 | Lane 3 1919-1920
1920 | Hactyatmaz 1 1920
1922 | Bizim Mecmua 74 1922-27
1923 Yeni Yol 113 1923-26
1923 | Musavver Cocuk Postasi 18 1923
1923 | Cit1 P1t1 4 1923
1924 | Haftalik Resimli Gazetemiz 7 1924
1924 | Resimli Diinya 21 1924-1925
1925 | Sevimli Mecmua 13 1925
1925 | Mektebliler Alemi 6 1925
1926 | Tirk Cocugu 24 1926-1928
1926 | Cocuk Diinyas1 (Child's World) |30 1926-1927
1927 | Cocuk Yildiz1 10 1927

Reference: (Okay, 1999:24-26)

It is seen that most of the children's newspapers and magazines published in
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this period were short-term publications. However, although their publication lives
were short, children's literature and magazine publishing emerged in the Tanzimat
period and became established in Second Constitutionalist period left many children's
magazines and works written for children to Republic period. With the announcement
of the Second Constitutionalist period (1908) there was an extraordinary mobility in
press (Kabacali, 2000: 134-138) and especially daily newspapers and political and
humor magazines began their publication lives one after another. In this process, the
magazines representing various ideas affected the political life in Turkey and some
segments of society participated in politics as never seen before, expressed their
opinions and recommended some "ways of salvation" (Kabacali: 2000:134-138). For
example; along with the pro-western “Ulum- u iktisadiye” published by Riza Tevfik,
Mehmet Cavit and Ahmet Suayip, Turkist and pro-western magazines named "Geng
Kalemler", "Felsefe" and "Tiirk Yurdu" and socialist publications like "Istirak" and
"Halka Dogru" have been published ( Goneng, 66). The tendency towards women's
and children's magazines accelerated due to the intense impact of feelings created by
Turco-Italian and Balkan wars. According to Okay (1998:20) simultaneous and
immediate rebels of communities which lived together with Ottomans for hundreds of
years created a feeling of being betrayed in Ottoman society. And especially after
these wars, the number of women's and children's magazines which include concepts,
slogans of and stories about Turkism, revenge, retaliation, homeland, country and
nation was increased. Two of the children's magazines published in this period are
"Cocuk Diinyasi (The Child's World)" and "Tiirk Yurdu (Turkish Homeland). The
main theme of the magazines published in a period when the impacts of Balkan War
and Turkism movement were very intense was nationalism. "Cocuk Diinyas1"

magazine involved politics in children’s literature and emphasized nationalism in their
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pages with many examples like the poems "Ala Geyik (Fallow Deer)" and "Tiirk'iin
Tufan1 (Flood of Turks)" by Ziya Gokalp, "Kahraman Nuri (Nuri the Hero)" or "Ben
Tiirk'im (I am a Turk)" by Edhem Nejad (Okay, 2006).

Prominent magazines published during the period of War of Independence
were "Bizim Mecmua (Our Magazine)" and "Yeni Yol (The New Path)". The
publications in this period didn't give priority to literary works and concern but they
were mostly published to commentate on War of Independence, the Republic wanted
to be founded and the innovations of the new regime.

4.3.2 Children's Magazine Publishing in Republic Period

With the foundation of the Republic, the consideration to regard children as
citizens of future and accordingly, as the guards of the Republic. Converting the
traditional social structure into a contemporary one, raise the contemporary
citizenship consciousness of individuals and strengthening the social structure by way
of education became the main objectives. For example; after the adoption of "Latin
Alphabet™ in 1928, using Ottoman Turkish as the language of education was
terminated. "Following these adaptation efforts the literati inevitably began writing
new works aiming at children to convey the principles of the Republic to young
generations" (Yagct, 1999: 177). During the early years of the Republic the trend in
magazine publishing was establishing private companies and 4194 magazines have
been published until 1970's. The number of published magazines have been in a close
relation with socio-economic conjuncture and the political environment in the country
(Kocabasoglu, 1984: 4-8).

Founders of the Republic regarded children as a mass to easily adapt to
changes. It was considered that severing their ties with the past and adapting them to

changes were easier when compared with adults. For this reason publications towards
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schools and children in the Republic period had a central position primarily in the

socialization of individuals, their articulation to the new society project and

consequently, internalization of the norms and values defining the said project by

young generations (Dogdu, 2010:20-21). Tuncay (1981, 237-238) explained the

importance attached to the education of children during the early years of the

Republic as follows; “The function of propagandism of the regime was attributed to

education in defiance of non-educational objectives and even of the real objectives of

education. Assigning the task of political education to teachers and schools along

with general education became an explicitly argued principle.”

Along with the increased importance attached to the education of children, the

number of children's newspaper and magazines had also increased. Children's

magazines published between 1928-1940 can be listed as below (Alpay, 1980:

178,179,180);

Table 2: Children's Magazines Published Between 1928-1940

Name of Magazine Year Owner Publication
Youth 1928 Cemal Monthly

Altin Kalem — Ahali Yurdu 15Gtinliik
Haciyatmaz — Diken Nesriyati -

Cocuk Sesi 1932-1938 | M.F.Giirtunca Weekly

Sen Cocuk 1932-1933 |Mehmet Siikrii Every 15 Days
Afacan (Urchin) 1934-1939 | M. F Giirtunca Weekly
Caliskan Cocuk 1934-1935 |Refik Emin Weekly
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Mektepli Gazetesi 1932-1935 | M.Sami Karayel Weekly
Oklahoma 1935-1955 | Alahaddin Kiral Every 15 Days
Olgun Cocuk 1935 Burhan Bilbasar Weekly
Ates (Fire) 1936-1938 | Tahsin Demiray Weekly
Cocuk 1936-1948 |Fuat Umay Weekly
Gelincik 1936 M. F Giirtunca -
Ogretmen leri 1936-1937 | N.Bilbasar-B.Atasavar Diizensiz
Yavrutiirk 1936-1942 | Tahsin Demiray Weekly
Yeni Kiiltiir 1936-1945 | K. Nami Duru Aylik
Cumhuriyet Cocugu 1938-1939 | Zahide Tan Weekly
Cocuk Gazetesi 1938 M.Muzaffer -

Asrin Cocugu 1939-1940 |Suha Tiikel Weekly
Binbir Roman 1939-1952 | Tahin Demiray Weekly

(Rference: Alpay: 1980:178, 179, 180)

The objective of these magazines was the continuation of the task of adopting
the revolutions to young generations during leisure times. As Oztan (2011) mentioned
in his book titled "Political Construction of Childhood in Turkey";

"After the proclamation of the Republic, the basic political project of ideologists and
followers of the new regime was upbringing new generations who were devoted to the
values of the republic and revolutions and who protect the "image of
founding/protecting Gazi (Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk)"” and build an unshakable bridge

between the experienced "victorious moment"” and “glorious future.
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The statement of Ismail Safa Ozler, Minister of Education at the time, in a
circular dated 8 March 1923 confirms Oztan's argument. Ozler enumerated the

"objectives of education™ as follows (Akytiz, 2001:297,386):

» Upbringing generations showing respect to every opinion and which are not

in conflict with their national assets.
» Upbringing minds which would not leave the country in economic captivity.

* Upbringing strong and determined generations in everything.

When the contents of the children's magazines published in this period are
examined, another point attracts attention. Via this magazines, it was requested for
children to effectively participate in new social arrangements and not only adopt
them. Children were frequently reminded of their citizenship duties. At the same time
patriotism, love for Atatiirk and praises to RPP (CHP) were prominent in these
magazines. For example one of the eye-catching sections of the "Olgun Cocuk"
magazine published in 1935 was the story named "One Mustafa Against A Thousand
Enemies" appeared in the section titled "Great National Novel". In this story, the
successes of a Turkish child among the enemy armies were told. The following
sentence was written at the beginning: "You will read it by bursting with pride and
getting the shivers". At the same time they spared a page to Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk
and narrated heroic stories and his revolutions under the title of "There is nothing for
a Turk to achieve" (Olgun Cocuk, Issuel).

In the "Cocuk Diinyas1" magazine first published in 1926, an article series
named "Life of Indnii" was printed. In this article series telling Inonii's life, there were
praises to him such as "Who would think that this child, who was playing with a

wooden sword and wooden horse in Izmir once would save the fatherland with his
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expansive intellect, determination, will and great talent?" (Cocuk Diinyasi, 1926,

Issue: 25).

Publication reasons of all the magazines in this period were almost the same.
The "Musavver Cocuk Postas1" magazine published in 1923 described its reason to be
published by saying "This magazine tries to increase the knowledge of Turkish
children". "Giirbiiz Tiirk Cocugu" magazine, the first issue of which was published in
October 1926 described its objective as "Upbringing sturdy Turkish children and
constitute a strong nation composed of these sturdy Turkish children" (Sarikaya:
2010:51, 83). "Olgun Cocuk" magazine explained its reason to be published on the
first page of its first issue in 1935 as follows; "Why we are published? Only for you

Great Turkish child" (Olgun Cocuk, 1935, Issue 1).

It is possible to see the reflections of the 1929 economic depression on
children's magazines. 1929 depression created anxiety and solutions have been
sought. For the purpose of being affected by this depression as minimal as possible,
Turkey adopted a self-sustained economic policy and turned in upon itself. Moreover,
some arrangements were made to excite savings consciousness and encourage
consumption of domestic products in the society and in line with this aim, Society of
National Economy and Savings" was established on 14 December 1929 (Duman,
999:111). A remarkable example of the reflection of 1929 Depression on children's
magazines is the poem titled "Economic Patriotism" by Ziya Gok Alp which was
published in issue 13 of "Sen Cocuk" magazine.

My country's silk is very beautiful.

We know how to weave and knit

All sorts of flowers growing in our fatherland

Are visible on the fabrics we produce
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Let's not buy rotten goods from foreigners

Let's not wear neither crepe nor jersey

Let's manufacture all bed linings, blouses, skirts and shirts
From domestic products.

Let's keep our money in this land

Let our hand work gain value.

Before World War Two, similar economic difficulties have been experienced
and consequently, consciousness of savings and austerity was continued to be
indoctrinated to people (Toprak, 1999: 203). Accordingly, the urge to encourage
people to consume domestic products continued in 1930's and 1940's. Being frugal
and consuming domestic products and avoiding imported goods for the sake of the
nation's future became one of the major features of the "Children of the Republic”
(Oztan, 2011:99). The symbol of frugality for children was piggy banks. By way of
children's piggy banks, messages were given to parents at the same time. "While the
wealth of children are saved in piggy banks, the wealth of parents should be valued at
banks and recorded". For example in the "Cocuk Duygusu" magazine of the time,
frugality was considered important and emphasized as the assurance of future in
poems, articles and ads of Is Bank (Dogdu, 2007:96);

O friend!..Saving is the most beautiful thing in life.

What | love most is here, my piggy bank.

If you save money, it becomes a sea but if you don't, it's just a sip.

O, friend! The most beautiful thing in the world is saving.

Little drops make a lake, lake completes the sea.
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One penny today prevents a thousand troubles tomorrow.
Time passes and when mournful old age comes,

The only friend that would help you is your savings.

Picture 1: Cocuk Duygusu, Issue:12, 1929

The common features of the children's magazines published in this period
were treating the subjects of obligations of citizens (children) towards the state, the
pride of being a Turk, patriotism by way of poems, tales, novels and stories and

construction of childhood was rated with the destiny of the Republic.

4.3.3 Transition to multi-party period and state of children's magazine
publishing in the following years

When in the 1950's, the Democrat Party came to power and Turkey entered
into a new economic and political period. Moreover, upon the commencement of cold
war period after World War Two, USA granted financial aids within the frame of
"Marshall Plan™ and Turkey received a pro rate share of these aids. As Kejanlioglu

(2004:150) mentioned, one of the fields affected by the cold war in this period was
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publishing. By the end of the 1950's the satellite technology was developed by virtue
of the cold war between USA and USSR as of 1970's and consequently, the scope of
publishing made a progress. With a change made in 1972, commercials had begun on
television. And while TRT's revenue of radio-TV licenses was 1.4 billion,
advertisement revenue was recognized as 2.2 billion. At the same time, a new period
began in Turkey as in the world during which broadcasting came to the fore as an
economic activity (Kejanlioglu, 2004:180). Without any doubt, this period which
commenced with Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan and continued had a great
impact on the social life in Turkey. The image of the United States of America grew
stronger in Turkish public opinion and using and consuming American goods was
considered as a prestigious thing. Magazines were also affected by the West and
particularly by America and they began publishing attention-grabbing and sensational
news like the American magazines do. Magazines and comic strips given on to a
certain topic and interest gained weight (Gengel, 1984:198). Therefore, as an effect
of this, the 1950s has witnessed the change experienced in the children's magazine.
The period when American comic strips were prevailed and American heroes were
adopted in children's magazines had begun (Ertem, 2009:395). At the same time
children's magazines full of religious themes also begun to be published.
(Kocabasoglu, 1984: 9).

These comic strips published in Turkey with titles such as Pekos Bill and
Oklahoma in 1950's have dominated children's magazine publishing in Turkey until
1970's (Yildirim, 2006:29). As these magazines yielded too much profit in a short
time, publishers' preferences were in this direction. (Alpay, Anhegger:1975). These
magazines including foreign topics and heroes and even having foreign names led

their publishers to have a great commercial success in a short time (Gengel,
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1984:198). The magazines which have been article intensive before underwent a
complete change in this period and adopted a sense of image and tabloid intensive
publishing (Basaran, 2008).

One of the important magazines published in this period was "Dogan Kardes".
Dogan Kardes was first published on 23 April 1945 with the support of Yap1 Kredi
Bank and continued to be published until 1978 without interruption. The content of
the magazine was composed of sections including literary works such as poems, tales
and stories, geographic and natural history, encyclopedic information and readers'
pages (Yildirim, 2006:33). Generally positive effects of Turk and Turks on the world
and topics about villages and workers were treated. However following 1960's the
magazine gradually included comic strips and was shut down in 1978 due to a strike (

Alpay; Anhegger, 1975).

When we came to 1970's, Milliyet Cocuk (Milliyet Child) published by
Milliyet Publishing began its publication life on 7 October 1972, Terciiman Cocuk
(Terciiman Child) on 23 April 1977 and Kumbara (Piggy Bank) published by Is Bank
in 1978 (Giiler, 2006:9-12). Headed by Ulkii Tamer, "Milliyet Cocuk" aimed at filling
the literary gap emerged after "Dogan Kardes". "Terctiman Cocuk" on the other hand
was filled to the brim with foreign comic strips. Even though their number,
publication years and total number of issues cannot be precisely determined, they can

be listed as follows;

Table 3: Magazines Published Between 1940-1980

Name of Magazine Year Publisher Place

Binbir Roman (1001 1941-1947 Tahsin Demiray [stanbul/Monthly
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Novels)

Cocuk Romanlar1

1941 M.Faruk Giirtunca Istanbul/Weekly
(Children's Novels)
Bilmece (Riddle) 1943-1945 Cemile Tuna Istanbul/Weekly
Cocuk Diinyas1 (Child's

1943 D. N. Arsan Istanbul/Weekly.
World)
Cocuk Haftas1 (Child's

1943-1964 Istanbul/Weekly.
Week)
Tiirk Cocugu (Turkish Ankara/Every 15

1944-1946 Naki Tezel
Child) days
Cocuk Gozii (Eye of

1945-1946 Faruk Giirtunca Istanbul/Weekly.
Child)
Dogan Kardes (Brother

1945-1978 V. Nedim Tér Istanbul/Monthly.
Dogan)
Sen Cocuk (Merry Child) | 1945-1947 Bahaddin Yiicel Istanbul/Weekly.
Aile (Family) 1947-1952 V. Nedim Tér Istanbul/Weekly.
Can Kardes (Brother

1947 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Can)
Cocuk Alemi (Child's

1947-1951 Hamit Sendur Istanbul/Weekly.
World)
Kiictlik Kardes (Little

1947-1948 V. Nedim Tér Istanbul/Weekly.
Sibling)
Armagan (Gift) 1950-1957 Hamit Sendur Istanbul/Weekly.
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Cocuk Giinesi (Child's Trabzon/Every 15

1950 Bilal Akinci
Sun) days.
Cocuklara Armagan (Gift Children's Publishing

1950-1956 Istanbul/Weekly.
to Children) Establishment
1001 Ozel (1001 Special) | 1951-1961 Kemal Uzcan Istanbul/Weekly.
Pekos Bill 1951-1960 Alaaddin Kiral Istanbul/Weekly.
Fabulous Adventures of

1951-1953 Istanbul/Weekly.
Pekos Bill
Ates (Fire) 1952 Hamit Sendur Istanbul/Weekly.
Harika (Marvelous) 1952 Aziz Vetoy Istanbul/Weekly
Karinca (Ant) 1952-1953. R. Gokalp Arkin Istanbul/Weekly.
Kelebek (Butterfly) 1952 Ragip Sevki Yesim Istanbul
Resimli Tomurcuk

1952-1954 Hamit Sendur Istanbul/Weekly.
(Hustrated Bud)
Yurt Cocugu (Child of

1952 Sabri Tiimkur Istanbul/Weekly.
Fatherland)
Cocuk ve Yuva (Child Society for the Protection

1953-1978 Ankara/Monthly.
and Home) of Children
Koca Teks (Big Tex) 1953 Alaaddin Kiral Istanbul/Weekly.

Istanbul/Every 15
Oklahoma 1953-1955 Alaaddin Kiral
days/

Cocuk Diinyas1 (Child's | 1954 Sabri Tiimkur Istanbul/Weekly
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World)
Cocuk Yuvast (Nursery Turkish Commercial Bank
1954-1975 Istanbul/Monthly/
School) Cultural Publications
Geng Ay (Young Moon) |1954-1959 Red Crescent Society Ankara/Monthly.
Afacan (Urchin) 1955-1970 Sarika Silliler Istanbul/Weekly.
Bill Kid 1955-1971 Ozcan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Ceylan (Gazelle) 1955-1966 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Adventures of Detective
1955 Nihat Ozcan Istanbul/Weekly.
Nick
Kumbara (Piggy Bank) |1955 Ahmet Dalli Ankara/Monthly.
Kiiciik Afacan (Little
1955-1956 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Urchin)
Roket (Rocket) 1956 Meral Demirer Istanbul/Weekly.
1956-1958;
Teksas Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
1967-1976
Tom Miks 1956-1968 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul
Vak Vak Kardes (Quack
1956 Nihat Ozcan Istanbul
Sibling)
Yeni Macera (?) (New
1956 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Adventure)
Aslan Prens (Lion
1957 Ceylan Publications Istanbul/Weekly.

Prince)
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Rodeo 1957 Meral Demirer Istanbul.
Yavru Tirk (Turkish

1957-1958 Kemal Ozcan Istanbul/Weekly.
Youngster)
Magazine of Illustrated

1958 H. Siikrii Adal Istanbul/Weekly.
Tales
[llustrated Discoveries

1958 Sabahattin Selek Istanbul/Weekly.
and Inventions

1958-1959;
Superman 1963; 1967- Erdogan Egeli Istanbul

1968
Binbir Macera (100

1959 Adnan Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Adventures)
Cocuk Haftas1 Yillig

1959-1960 (?) | Tahsin Demiray Istanbul.
(Child's Week Yearbook)
Dakota. 1959 Esref Ekicigil Istanbul/Weekly.
Dirik Daring 1959 Zeria Karadeniz Istanbul/Weekly.
Jim Tora 1959 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Kansas Kid 1959 Zeria Karadeniz Istanbul/Weekly.
Kinova 1959 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Kit Taylor 1959 Ceylan Publications Istanbul/Irregular.
Lucky Luke 1959-1978 Adnan Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Sipru Album 1959-1961 Adnan Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
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Tom and Mick 1959 Hamit Sendur Istanbul/Weekly.
Topuz (Knob) 1959 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul
Cowboy 1961 Adnan Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Kiigiik Prens (Little
1960-1978 Adnan Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly
Prince)
Kartal (Eagle) 1961-1963 Hakki Bilgig Ankara/Weekly.
Fearless Bill 1961-1962 Burhanettin Sener Istanbul/Weekly.
Kiigiik Fatos (Little
1962-1963 Burhanettin Sener Istanbul/Weekly.
Fatos)
Tom Mikson 1961 Adnan Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Istanbul/Every 15
Alev (Flame) 1962-1964 Cemil Atacan
days
Arkadas (Friend) 1962-1963 Haluk Yetis Istanbul.
Bacaksiz (Kiddy) 1962 Fuat Y1lmaz Istanbul/Weekly.
Istanbul/Every 15
Cigek (Flower) 1962-1964 Merih Atalaysun
days.
Cocuk Yuvast (Nursery
1962-1967 Necdet Ozbelge Istanbul/Monthly.
School)
Hey Teksas 1962 - 1974 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Mukaddes Kiral ve
Kara Maske (Black
1962-1964 Ortaklar1 (Holy King and | Istanbul/Weekly.

Mask)

Associates)




135

Mickey Mouse 1962-1966 Ali Nusret Pulhan [stanbul/Weekly.
Lucky Luke 1962-1964 Said Yurdagiil Istanbul/Weekly.

1962-1963,;
Zagor Sezer Yalgmer Istanbul/Weekly.

1970-1978
Cing6z (Sly) 1963-1970 Sait Yurdagol Istanbul/Weekly.
Heroic Ranger 1963 Hakki Bigeg Ankara/Weekly.
Heroic Tommiks 1963-1972 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Masal Diinyasi (Fairy

1963 Tung Gor Istanbul/Weekly.
Tale World)
Sipru 1963-1964 Sait Yurdagiil Istanbul/Weekly.
Tarzan 1963-1969 Burhanettin Sener Istanbul/Weekly.
Zorro Black Rider 1963 Burhanettin Sener Istanbul/Weekly.
Cici ile Bici 1964 N. Erkmen Istanbul/Weekly.
Resimli Armagan

1964 Ahmet Yazict Istanbul/Weekly.
(Mustrated Gift)
Robin. Daglarin Aslani

1964 Burhanettin Sener Istanbul/Weekly.
(Lion of Mountains)
Sarlo Kodeste (Sarlo in

1964 Asim Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Jail)
Yuki 1964-1973 Yasar and Cosar Silliler Istanbul/Weekly.
Zip Zip 1964-1966 Erol Simavi Istanbul/Weekly.
Armagan (Gift) 1965 Sait Yurdagiil Istanbul/Weekly.
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Aster 1965-1969 Sarika Silliler Istanbul/Weekly.
1965-1967;
Bahadir (Gallant) Burhanettin Sener Istanbul/Weekly.
1972-1973
Colored Texas 1965-1968 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Colored Tommiks 1965-1968 Erdogan Egeli Istanbul/Weekly.
Tirk Cocugu (Turkish
1965-1967 Cemal Erten Istanbul/Weekly.
Child)
Citlenbik (Hackberry) 1966 Hayrettin Onder Istanbul/Weekly.
Kaplan (Tiger) 1966-1967 Nejat Erkan Istanbul.
Tom Kit 1966-1967 Bilge Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Altin Kanat (Fatos) 1967-1968;
Bilge Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
(Golden Wing (Fatos)) 1976
Arkadas (Friend) 1967 Bilge Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Biictir (Shorty) 1967-1970 Sarika Silliler Istanbul/Weekly.
1967-1968;
Sipru 1978 Sait Yurdagiil Istanbul/Weekly.
1971,
Viking 1967 Bilge Sakrak Istanbul/Weekly.
Captain Swing 1969-1978 [lhami Alpagut Istanbul/Weekly
Seksek (Hopscotch) 1970-1976 Haldun Simavi Istanbul/Weekly.
Zagor 1970-1979 Sezen Yalgmer Istanbul/Weekly.
Zembla 1970-1978 Stimer Publishing Istanbul/Weekly.
Kansas 1971 Demirsah Dogan Istanbul/Weekly.
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Savas (War) 1971-1977 DemirsahDogan-Hayrettin Onder
Superb Gordon 1971-1972 Sevket Kadayifci Istanbul/Weekly.
Tolga 1971-1979 Abdullah Turhan Istanbul/Weekly.
Yuki 1971-1973 Yasar and Cosar Silliler Istanbul/Weekly.
Milliyet Children's

1977 Milliyet Gazetecilik A.S.  |Istanbul/Weekly.
Magazine
Terciiman Children's

1977 Kemal Ilicak Istanbul/Weekly.

Magazine

Source: http://www.turkceciler.com/turk-cocuk-edebivyati.html)

As can be seen in the above table, 33 magazines out of 51 began their

publishing lives between 1950 and 1960 were comic strips. Likewise, 84 magazines

have been published between 1960 and 1970. 57 of these 84 magazines were also

comic strips (Goktiirk, 2001:56).

When late 1970's and 1980's are considered, it is seen that this period was

attention-grabbing in terms of developments in the world as well as in Turkey. The

student upheavals in May 1968 in Paris and the immediate demands announced both

in Western Europe and the USA for liberation against the system and establishment of

a new world order resulted in questioning the perception and world-view of the

traditional western style capitalist ideology in the world (Ozgen, 2004:466). These

developments have naturally affected Turkey. During this period the event which left

its mark on Turkish History was the military coup of 12 September 1980. On the

pretext of the deadlock of the system and terror, the army seized the power on

September 12. Members of the parliament were sent off, political parties were



http://www.turkceciler.com/turk-cocuk-edebiyati.html
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abolished and mayors were unseated (Ari: 2008:24). The development which left its
mark on the economy was 24 January 1980 decisions. As mentioned in detail in
previous part of the study, in conjunction with 24 January 1980 decisions, the
protective and import-substituting economic insight which raised the trade walls was
left and replaced by the measures recommending a neoliberal approach model which
was the beginning of a complete integration with capitalist western world (Ozgen,
2004:467). 24 January decisions recommended liberalization of the economy and
obligate the liquidation of current rights and freedoms to the full extent. Within the
scope of all these developments, new icons serving to make the capital segments
sympathetic in the public eye became the key element of the new order (Adakli,
2006:145).

It is not possible to consider the developments in the field of the press in this
period independently of this context. Freedom to inform of the press and freedom of
information of the people have been restricted by the bans imposed by MGK
(National Security Council) which was composed of only military members (Ziircher,
1995:406). Especially between the years of 1983 and 1984, restrictions on newspapers
were rather intensified. Scorecards were kept for every newspaper regarding their
states and conducts, and press organs remaining above a certain level have been shut
down (Sucu, 2005:38). And media left the responsible publishing understanding after
1980. From then on it was nothing more than a commercial institution. It tended
towards tabloid journalism and so, both the media and the people was depoliticized

after the coup (Ozgen, 2004:421).

Coupled with the "Ozal Era" which got started after this process on 6
November 1983 and continued until 17 April 1993 ( Nebiler, 1994:48) TRT (Turkish

Radio and Television) proceeded to color transmission and the second channel started
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to broadcast. Meanwhile, the high circulation Tan newspaper full of made-up news
and Sabah newspaper began to be published. There was a major difference in the field
of the press in 1980's. The newspapers were family businesses before 1980 but after
that date, non-media capital entered into the field of media in conjunction with the
sale of Milliyet newspaper to Aydin Dogan and Asil Nadir's entry to the field of
media with a large capital. At the end of 1980's, media institutions became consumer
or customer-oriented businesses. Mass journalism became prominent and along with
news departments of the newspapers, advertising and marketing departments also
became significantly influential.

In parallel with these developments and as a result of the consumption frenzy
of 1980's and the advertisements supporting this, the number of magazines published
gained steam (Sayilgan and Sayilgan, 2005). Children's magazine publishing rapidly
kept pace with this situation and concentrated on teaching consumerism to children in
conformity with neoliberal policies. As Aydogan (2005) states, the number of pages
allocated to informing the children became less than the number of pages allocated
advertisements and entertainment. Consequently this led children to gradually move
away from the written culture and be alone with a visual culture not necessitating

cognitive reading and based on just looking.

When we came to 1990's, newspaper and media establishments turned into
media holdings and newspapers which didn't have their own television channels, radio
stations, public relations companies and internet businesses couldn't commercially
exist in the market. When the media institutions were aiming at gaining the trust of
their readers before 1980, they began to quest commercial ways to increase their
profit margins and reach a high circulation. A period where the content was trivialized

and purchase and consumption of the commodity by customers gained importance
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had begun. At the same time the fact of "Global Media" came to existence and as a
result of vertical and horizontal integrations, media oligopolies emerged (Adakli,
2001:153). However spectrum of thoughts was not broadened upon capital inflow as
argued. Even though their names were different, monotype products were offered to
market (Kaya, 2009:259). For example magazines published after 1990's such as
“Donald Amca”, “Disney Diinyas1”, “Sirinler”, “Barbie”, “Power Rangers”,
“Batman”, “Swing” and “Red Kit” resembled each other with tales narrated by
cartoon film characters that children watch, puzzles, coloring and sticker sections and
fancy pages (Tas, 2008).

At the same time these magazines were designed with repetitive and detailed
illustrations based on artificial details of the product which would attract children's
attraction and definitely were offered with a present. At the same time most of these
magazines turned into famous commercial brands of globally leading companies of
media-entertainment industries and published by having similar contents regarding
toys, comic strip characters and icons known by children in every country. In many of
these magazines adventurous posters of the characters whom the magazines were
named after and advertisements full of cartoon animation characters by companies,
the target audience of which were children were frequently seen. As an example,
Dogan Egmont Group created a character named "Pinar Kido" in the children's
magazines they published and aimed at selling "Pinar Milk" products targeting
children (Seckin, 2009:13).

Another group of magazines first published in 1990's and still continue their
publication lives is the children's magazines issued by institutions. For example
"Diyanet Cocuk Dergisi (Children's Magazine of Directorate of Religious Affairs"

published by the Directorate of Religious Affairs, "Bilim Cocuk (Science Child)" and
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"Merakli Minik (Curious Petit)" published by Scientific and Technological Research
Council of Turkey and "TRT Cocuk Dergisi (TRT Children's Magazine)" published
by Turkish Radio and Television Corporation are among the ones which still
continue their publication lives. "Merakli Minik" and "TRT Cocuk Dergisi" with wide
circulation will be analyzed in detail in the research part of the study.

In summary, as it will be examined in detail in further parts of the thesis, the
impact of conservative-liberal AKP (Insel, 2008) administration is also being
observed on children's magazines. It is possible to say that a conservative and
consumption-oriented understanding of childhood has been developed. This impact is
clearly felt when we look at today's magazines with the widest circulation. (National
kids, TRT Cocuk, Merakli Minik and Gonca).

Finally the children's magazines published in historic processes of Turkey
have importance as they reflect the point of view of the time with regard to “child"
and "child education" and in order to comprehend the desired model of child in the
said period. The range of industries aiming at children establishes a daily life ideology
for them. Today, fearless development of identity hinges upon the consuming power,
skill and priority. Toys, DVDs, magazines related to cartoon film characters, clothing,
accessories and similar commodities keep defining the life as consumption-oriented.
And while children consume mass entertainment products, they become the arena of

dominant ones (Seckim, 2009:15).
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CHAPTER FIVE

ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN'S MAGAZINES IN TERMS OF

TRANSFERRING DOMINANT IDEOLOGIES

Children's magazines are one of the mass medium which would indirectly or
directly influence the children. Sometimes they transfer their messages rather clearly
and in some cases, they do it by aiming at the subconscious of children. As it was
addressed in detail in earlier chapters of the study, assessing the dominant ideologies
appearing in children's magazines independently of existing or historically changing
socio-economic and cultural facts or events will come short. Therefore "critical
discourse analysis" was preferred in the research part of the study. Because differently
from analyses dealing only with discourse in terms of linguistics, in critical discourse
analysis the approach of the analyzer is also assessed within the context of this
relation (Van Dijk, 1993:249). Critical discourse analysis reveals the relationship
between all parties of the discourse and pays sufficient attention to political, social
and economic conditions that would affect the comments and individuals in the
background. In this direction, the selected children's magazines published in the years

involved in the study by also mentioning the ownership structure.

5.1 Methodology

Ideology and discourse are two concepts which are not considered astride.
Broadly speaking, discourse plays a role in articulation and transfer of ideologies.
That is to say that they are influential on reproduction of ideologies and their

expression in daily life. Hence as Van Dijk (2000:24) stated, the most important
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social practices affected by the ideologies are the linguistic performance and
discourse which affect how we obtain, learn and change the ideologies.

Individuals in a social life understand each other by means of language and
contribute to the formation of verbal and written culture. Being a means we use to
interpret our world-view and experiences, language also enables the transfer and
processing of ideology. Words are signs which represent the things they verbalize and
gain an existence/a value when they are used (Talimciler, 2007:48). Individuals can
continue their existence in social life by sharing the language and the ideology
involved in the language. Language performance matters in this socialization process
and functions as a key to comprehend the world (Karaduman, 2009:43). Since
linguistic messages carry the effect of dominant ideology on them, all social linguistic
elements are under the influence of an ideological reading. It is impossible to talk
about a linguistic and communicative process independent of ideological influence,
because the system of meaningful rules enabling organization and production of
messages is constituted by the ideology. Being a system of semantic rules to produce
the messages, ideology proves that it is the most effective means to shape the subjects
and create the consent (Coban, 2003:254-255). Van Dijk's analyses exemplify the
hierarchical mechanism that the social differences (such as ethnic, racial, gender) are
positioned within discourse. When the concept of discourse is addressed together with
ideology in terms of media operations, it provides points of exit to exhibit the role of
media texts in the establishment of social power (Karaduman, 2009:45). The
importance of means of communication lies behind their role in determining the
social discourse and communication processes. Media discourse emerges as the main
source of knowledge, attitudes and ideologies of the society. Because as mentioned in

the previous chapter of the study, the powers cannot actualize their legitimacy in the
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public eye merely by force-based institutions and strategies. They also generate
discourses that would legitimize them and the tools to convey these discourses to
masses. Therefore generation of discourse is of great importance for the control and
supervision of the social life (Ozer, 1999: 123). Therefore persuasion and
manipulation have become one of the most important issues of our time. Critical
discourse analysis at this point focuses on how such power is exploited to establish
dominance and focuses on how discourses are controlled and how individual beliefs
and actions are transferred in favor of dominant interest groups. In this study, the
concept of discourse and critical discourse analysis will be the pathfinder in order for
us to comprehend the hidden/implicit ideology contained in children's magazines.

At this point it would be useful to open up the critical discourse analysis a
little bit. Critical discourse analysis provides a rather broad conceptual and
methodological frame including discourse studies, discussions of identity, distinction
and others due to the critical dimension it contains (Van Dijk, 2007:4). Faircough
(1995: 57-62) summarizes critical discourse analysis under three main headings;
discourse as a text, discourse as discursive practice and discourse as a social practice.
These three are in relationship with each other. For example, there are serious
differences between the representation of a person as nationalist, racist, patriotic or
terrorist, guerrilla or freedom fighter (Van Dijk, 1998: 31). Certainly, to analyze these
differences, it would not be enough to examine a text at the level of words and
phrases alone. For this reason, the ideological and hegemonic function that the
discourse processes is important. This is also categorized as "discourse as a social
practice™ (Faircough, 1995: 57-62).

Van dijk analyzes texts in two main structures as macro and micro. In the

examination of macro structure firstly news headlines, subtitles, news entries and
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spots are analyzed from a thematic point of view (van Dijk, 1998: 13-85). In the
schematic analysis composed of two subsections; in the first one the narrative pattern
(Case) and in the second one, true sources of the event and the reactions of the parties
involved (Interpretation) are examined. In the examination of the micro structure,
Dijk keeps tracks of the discourse reflected on the elements (units) of language. It
examines word choices, sentence structures, causality relationships between

statements by linking them with rhetoric.

Another important dimension is the relationship between history and
discourse. Critical Discourse Analysis emphasizes that the mental stereotypes and
templates subjecting the discourse are historically shaped. Decisiveness of historical
context on discourse is important in terms of the formation and transformation of
identity (Van Dijk, 2000). For example, discursive reasons behind the political and
social exclusion of certain groups may be the subject of critical discourse analysis,

taking their historical context into account.

Another phenomenon considered in critical discourse analysis is the synonyms
of words. When the word map of a text is reviewed, the words particularly chosen
among the synonyms or the ones having approximate meanings are classified and it is
tried to understand why these words were chosen particularly. Because as opposed to
popular belief, words don't envisage an innocent preference but affirmative or
negating intention of authors as representatives of a world, a cultural climate. On the
other hand, the researcher should consider not only the lexical meanings of the words
but also associative meaning interactions they assume within the context of its use;
(Van Dijk, 1993: 249). Social structure and social individual are built with successful
discursive strategies under conflicting circumstances like alienation environments of

national identity formation processes, class hierarchy tension emanated due to social
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stratification or polarization. At this point, one of the means using the language in the
most appropriate way is "media organs". Therefore it is also important to analyze
which ideologies are being built through media.

At the same time discourse can be analyzed over visual materials along with
written and verbal texts in the critical discourse analysis. So much so that the analysis
of meanings attributed to shapes and symbols is also important when the new forms
of communication at the present day are considered. All channels used through
television, cinema and new media tools prefer simple and short texts in the
transmission of messages and features visual materials. For this reason, analysis of
visual materials in critical discourse analysis is also an important research topic. In
the research section of this study, the texts in the children's magazine as well as the
visuals in the magazines will be examined. In the study, the method developed by van
Dijk for media texts will be used in general terms specific to children's magazines.
Because sociopolitical phenomena shape not only daily news but also children's

magazines.

5.2 Categories of Analysis and Interpretation

Children's magazines were highly influenced by the existing political, social
and economic conditions. The changes in these areas have also affected the discourses
in children's magazines. In this part of the study, it is aimed to reveal changes or
similarities in discourses of children's magazines together with social life and
economic processes. For this purpose Can Kardes, Tiirkiye Cocuk, Basak Cocuk,

Oncii, Kumbara, National Kids, Milliyet Kardes and TRT Cocuk magazines published
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between the years of 1980 and 2012 which had a high number of followers will be

examined. A total of forty magazines will be subject to examination, with five of

each.

Children's magazines will be examined under five categories of analysis, with

reference to the method of critical discourse analysis, on the grounds that they

reproduced the dominant ideology of the period. These categories are determined in

consideration of the economic-sociopolitical events during the years involved in the

examination as; "Militarist Discourses and the Desired Ideal Turkish Child",

"Construction of Muslim Child with Religious Discourses"”, "Presentation of Charity

and Feeling of Being Thankful”, "Inversion of Saving Child to Consuming Child" and

"Successful Child Phenomenon".

5.3 Ownership Structure of Selected Magazines

In this study it is important to know the ownership structures of selected

magazines in order to be able to see and handle the existing table as a whole when

they are analyzed to examine. Therefore, looking at the ownership structure of

selected magazines will make it easy to examine.

The general characteristics of the selected magazines, dates of publishing dates and

ownership status are as follows;

NAME OF THE YEAR OF OWNER OF PUBLICATION
MAGAZINE PUBLICATION
Kumbara (Piggy Bank) | 1978-1992/2010-... Is Bank
Basak Cocuk (Basak 1983-2000 Ziraat Bank




148

Child)

Milliyet Kardes 1977-.... Dogan Egmont Yayincilik ve Yapimeilik A.S.
(Milliyet Sibling)

Tiirkiye Cocuk (Turkey | 1981-... Ihlas Gazetecilik A.S.

Child)

Can Kardes (Brother 1980-... Yeni Asya Medya Grup (Media Group)

Can)

TRT Cocuk (TRT Child) | 2008-... Turkish Radio-Television Corporation

Oncii (Pioneer) 1995-... Turkish Standards Institute

National Kids 2004-... Dogus Yayin Grubu (Publication Group)

As seen above, Basak Cocuk and Kumbara magazines are published by banks.
While magazines published by banks were 4% of the total previously, their ratio had
raised to 34.8% after 1990. The common feature of these magazines is they are not
sold with a price (Yal¢in and Aytas, 2005). They also stand out with their emphasize

on savings and piggy bank funds for children.

Is Bank was established and went into action by order of Atatiirk to establish "a
national bank" in 1924, under the management of its first General Manager, Celal
Bayar. When the owners of Is Bank today are considered, 28% of its share belongs to
Atatiirk, 40% to Supplementary Fund Foundation (foundation of bank employees) and
remaining 32% is open to public. As it will be discussed in detail in the research
section, "Kumbara" magazine owned by Is Bank also aimed at upbringing a
generation devoted to Atatiirk and following Atatiirk's footsteps. Today Kumbara

magazine is managed by Suat Ozen. Suat Ozen also carries out the duty of the
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General Manager of Is Bank Corporate Communication Department. Sézen states that
one of the most important starting points of Kumbara magazine is "creating economic
awareness"*°of children. In the name of “creating economic awareness of children”,
Kumbara magazine definitely publishes the advertisement of "Piggy Bank Fund"
owned by Is Bank in every issue and encourages children to save their money in this
fund.

Basak Cocuk magazine is being published by Ziraat Bank on a monthly basis.

All share os Ziraat Bank belong to Undersecretariat for the Treasury. Chairman of the

Board of Directors is Muhammet Karsli*’.

Oncii Cocuk magazine is distributed without a price like Kumbara and Basak
Cocuk magazines. The magazine published by Turkish Standards Institute can be
reached by subscription and it is published once every three months. The magazine is
owned by Turkish Standards Institute. The magazine is managed by Hulusi Sentiirk.
Hulusi Sentiirk acted as Istanbul Deputy Provincial President of AKP. While he was
the president of TSE, one of the issues that Hulusi Sentiirk laid emphasis on was
"Halal Certificate". Commencing with foodstuff in conformity with Islamic
procedures, "halal economy" created its own "sharia-centered" market economy from
toys to cosmetic products and to the tourism sector. Hulusi Sentiirk says the following

words concerning to the subject:

"This is a market share expected by EU. Let me tell you what will happen if

we cannot enter the market. This is an annual yield of hundreds of millions

16 Complete interview of Suat S6zen can be accessed at this address:
http://www.dijimecmua.com/mng-kargo-box/1112/index/968117_suat-sozen-is-bankasi-kurumsal-
iletisim-muduru/

" Muharrem Karsli was elected as a member of parliament from Justice and Development Party in
Istanbul, on November 3rd, 2002 and appointed as the Chairman of the Board of Ziraat Bank.
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throughout Turkey. If we cannot do this, this money will still be received by
Europeans. They will provide this certificate. | mean, all parties should
completely support us by considering the commercial dimension of this issue.
OK! The fee of the certificate is very much but it actually includes the halal
foodstuff market with an annual return amounting 930 billion dollars. The
return of halal food market around the world was 930 billion dollars last year.
This return means that our business world remains in the background. None of

us has the right to do this."*®

When mentioning the aim of publishing the magazine, Hulusi Sentiirk stated
that while using products and services, the quality of the said products and services
should be questioned and the healthiest starting point of this questioning is “children".
He added that this free-of-charge magazine will contribute to the development of
children's "quality" consciousness. (http://www.milliyet.com.tr/tse-tiyatro-grubu-

ndan-once-kalite-oyunu-ankara-yerelhaber-471800/).

When the general structure of Oncii magazine is examined in the light of the
above information, it is understood that it has a conservative publishing approach
which is conformity with the conditions of the market.

Milliyet Kardes magazine continued its existence for long years. Dogan
Medya Grup (Media Group), the owner of the magazine, merged with Egmont
International in 1996. As a result of this merger, publications of establishments such
as Disney, Mattel, Nickelodeon, Turner, Harper Colins and Scholastic entered into
Turkey, in other words, into the "the world of children™. By the 2000's, all effects of

getting commercialized had reflected on the magazine, the whole appearance of the

'8 For continuation of the interview, see, http://ekonomi.haber7.com/ekonomi/haber/754567-tse-helal-
gida-sertifikasi-verecek



151

magazine had changed and it became full of posters of artists, gifts and
advertisements. There are significant differences between its early issues and issues of

today in terms of visuals and content.

Other long-lasting magazines are Tiirkiye Cocuk and Can Kardes. Can Kardes
magazine of Yeni Asya Medya Grup (Media Group) proceeded in conformity with
the voice of its owner and preserved its conservative identity from the first date of
publication until today. Yeni Asya Medya Grup states that they have based on the
basic estimates and values mentioned in “Risale-i Nur (Epistles of Light)**when they
formed their publication principles (Eragikbas, 2015). Some of these publication
principles are as follows:

o Yeni Asya has the opinion that the common values of the society,
religion being in the first place, cannot be an instrument to any interest.

o Itis against the imposing understandings aiming at making a single
opinion or ideology dominant.

o It objects radical and violence-based behaviors.

As will be seen in detail in the reviewed magazine of the study, although the
publisher declared that they are against imposing ideologies and violence, violence is
frequently the theme of comic strips and stories included in Can Kardes and the
enemies are mostly non-Muslims. In addition indirectly or openly "religion” based

stories are frequently offered to children.

Similarly, ihlas Cocuk magazine belongs to ihlas Yayin Grubu (Publication

Group) and has a conservative tendency. At the same time Enver Oren, owner of Thlas

19 A book written about Islamic matters by Said Nursi. The movement shaped under the leadership of
Said-i Nursi is called "Nurculuk" (Subas1,2005). One of the establishments very close to Nur
Congregation is Yeni Asya Group.
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Holding®is known as being very close to "Istk Cemaati” (Light Congregation) (Cakir,
2014). Isikgilar Cemaati (Light Congregation) is positioned in line with Turkish-
Islamic synthesis and fight against communism is included in the main policies of the
Congregation. The Congregation complied with global capitalism in its commercial
affairs. When Tiirkiye Cocuk magazine is reviewed, it is seen that it is in conformity

with the parameters of both Turkish-Islamic synthesis and capitalism.

TRT Cocuk magazine contains all features of belonging to a state-owned
institution in itself. The momentum of the magazine is always in rapport with the

ideology of the current power and tendency.

Finally, National Geographic Kids magazine, began its publication life in
1975. But it entered into Turkish market after its partnership with Dogus Publication
Group in 2004. National Kids magazine is a magazine full of global heroes or ads of

products which use these characters and publicity of animated movies.

Attributing the ownership, wishes and actions of media owners only to
economic reasons will not provide a sufficient explanation in terms of ownership.
Especially in a country like Turkey, where it was always stated that media is at a loss,
it will be more difficult to explain this effort (Cansen, 2002:14). Therefore being a
media brings alone two factors; political power and money. Sometimes media owners
don't abstain from directly verbalizing these objectives of them. For example Robert
Maxwell, the owner of Mirror Group in England, explained the reason for
determining the whole publication policy of the group by himself as follows: "I didn't
invest ninety million pound/sterling in this business for benediction” (Duran, 1999:

92-93).When Rupert Murdoch acquired London Times and forced the employees to

20 Founder of the Isik (Light) Cult is Hiiseyin Hilmi Isik. He then transferred the leadership to his son-
in-law, Enver Oren. The congregation developed within Thlas Holding.
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make pro-Thatcher publication, he was faced with mass resignation. Thereupon
Rupert Murdoch showed his reaction by saying "I didn't walk such a long way for not
interfering the internal affairs of the newspaper. I own this business and | am the
boss." (Duran, 1999:92-93). It is clear that children who are regarded as the "new

generation™ are victims of the commercial and political concerns of media owners.

5.4 General Overview of the Magazines Published Between the Years of 2009-
2012

State budget implementations actualized within the context of neoliberal
economy policies in Turkey
had a start in 1980. Export-based foreign capital supporting activities and outward-
oriented growth policies implemented as of 1980 to enable the integration with the
capitalist world became effective on both budgetary implementations and formation
of socio-economic problems (Gtizelsar1, 2008:97).

Neoliberal policies were adopted in 1980's by instilling hope to people of
having a higher standard of living if they adapt to the new social conditions (Oskay,
1982:180). This belief/persuasion had also reflected on children's magazines and
children were added to the newly formed consumption ideology. The belief that
consumption is pleasure and happiness was tried to be infused to children and while
they were abstracted from realities via consumption, the characteristic of children
gradually was accorded with the capitalist system.

When it was 1990's, Turkish economy was completely liberalized in terms of
commodity and capital movements. Competitive power became the single criterion of

success and the understanding of "human comes first" was moved away from the
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economy and social life (Kazgan, 2004:155). 2000's became the years where

capitalism was completely developed and settled (Boratav, 2007:205-206).

The years included in this chapter were also a vibrant period of time in terms
of "national identity" and "conservativeness". One of the most important
developments in Turkish political life in 1990's was the rise of extreme nationalism
and conservatism (Arikan, 2004:13). Especially with the presence of PKK (Kurdistan
Workers' Party) in the 1990s, nationalism was further triggered and conservatism rose
and its effects were frequently reflected on children's magazines. Both national
discourses and religious articles with religious themes were published more and these

two facts were generally spread as a conservative nationalism.

5.4.1 Nationalism Fact, Military Discourses and the Desired *"Ideal
Turkish Child"

Political power has defined childhood throughout history from a paternalist
perspective in Turkey and this perspective was predominantly focused on the
dimensions of protection and guidance. While protection proposed the development
of children in various respects, guidance caused nationalist tasks and responsibilities
to be ascribed to them (Inal, 1999:195). In this section the reflections of values and
beliefs that bear the traces of the Republic period on children's magazines in terms of

paternalist approaches, consciousness of being a nation, language and race.

In the early years of the Republic, education was regarded as the most
effective means of transforming the society. "The function of propagandism of the
regime was attributed to education in defiance of non-educational objectives and even
of the real objectives of education" (Tuncay, 1981:237-238) and the task of political

education was assigned to teachers and schools. In addition, in all works of the time
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about pedagogy and child-rearing, the rising status of the child in the world was
mentioned and the impact of family and community on child rearing was emphasized.
The schools were defined as "contemporary homes" and it was stated that there
should be a rapport between the parents and teacher for the education of child (Oztan,

2009:116).

The policy of child revealed in compliance with the ideal of the Republic to
form the “ideal Turkish child" with a paternalist understanding on the basis of class,
sexist and ethnicity-based childhood fantasy adopts the approach of children's being
in need of protection, insufficient and weak and subjects children to a triplet control
mechanism composed of family, school and state. There are so many examples to
present under this category in the magazines reviewed. For example in the section of
"Letters of Endearment” in "Can Kardes" magazine, emotions of a teacher who was
angry with a student who asked for ten points for the course in morals were expressed

in a letter written by the teacher as follows;

It seemed like a chill ran down my back. | would expect this from another
student, but not from you. First of all it was disrespectful for you to talk to me
while you were sitting. Secondly, your manner was cynic. And your request
was obnoxious. Because you asked for something you didn't deserve. You
asked me to defraud. Although we are in the course in morals your words,
attitude and request didn't comply with morals. You must have noticed that |
was turned scarlet. For a moment, | thought to slap you.And that’s not all: I
blamed your father and mother. They should have taught you how to behave
in a classroom and how to talk to a teacher. Anyway, | hope this kind of
incidents will not happen again. | also wait for the day when you come and

apologize to me. (Can Kardes, 1984 (45), 16).
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The notion of "standing up when the teacher comes™ mentioned above is
considered equal to respect. This appears before us as a reflection of military order to
schools. Children are told to stand at attention in front of a teacher who basically
turned into a representative of the official ideology. As Freire (2006) also states,
presentation and duty of the teacher are presented as merely an informing source in
the magazines. The students are in a passive state and they are obliged to receive and
learn the information provided to them. They don't have the right to investigate,
interpret and criticize this information. Otherwise they would be disrespectful.
Meanwhile, another point that made the teacher angry is student's asking for a course
grade. Because exam and grade system is "the most effective way to be kept under the
repressive control of dominant practices” as Erdogan states.

(http://lwww.irfanerdogan.com/egitim/egitimideolojisi.htm).

There is another point. The teacher is angry with student's mother and father
for student's behavior and this is evidential reasoning of the thought that "the
educations begins in the family" for the child who is defined as an entity to be
educated. This story which emphasizes the importance of raising the child to be
obedient and moral is the proof of the thought that "primarily the parents should be
obedient and moral”. The “For a moment, I thought to slap you" sentence in the text
is almost normalizing to use brute force on a child due to a "mistake™ he/she makes. It
is clear at this point that when the emphasis is laid on a questioning, investigating,
creative and free childhood, the point where the freedom of children comes to an end
is the principles, symbols and laws of the existing order as stated by Oztan (2013:126-
127). Therefore the space of freedom of the child ends in the elements of the system

like standing up when the teacher comes and giving course grades as in the above
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example and obedience is expected.

Similar examples from children’'s magazines can be augmented. For example
the story named "Bastinado" by Omer Seyfettin in Kumbara Magazine (1980(16):6-
11). In the story told from the mouth of the school's urchin, District Governor bans
the bastinado of the teacher who frightens the children with bastinado. And the child
who tells the story says; “The next day bastinado was not in its place. And we got so
wild.. We took his snuffbox while our teacher was sleeping.” When the fear of
bastinado is gone, children got out of control. In other words children who are
regarded as a mass to be kept under control get out of control when there is nothing to
suppress them. The reaction of the teacher when he realizes that his snuffbox was
stolen is as follows; “I promise that | will beat the one who sneezes to death?'1”
Therewith it is seen that children's feet are whipped. “Five minutes later the charge-
hand came and a horrible scene began. Our feet were whipped in turns. All of us run
the gauntlet. As of that day, yawning and sneezing were regarded as a major offense."

Later on in the story, the teacher is convinced that the donkey stole his
snuffbox and he gets busted by the district governor when he was whipping the feet of
the donkey and loses his job. Then the child who played the joke on the teacher has a
guilty conscience: “ The image of this white-bearded poor old man who was fired
from his job because of me would stand against me.” In this story, it is depicted that
the child has a guilty conscience because of the teacher's losing his job as a result of a
joke played on him but regular whipping of children was taken normally. As clearly

seen from the stories above, children are being disciplined by their families and

21 \When the child goes home, he/she asks his/her mother: What kind of an oath is "Let it be a must!" Her mother
says: "Wives of those who commit perjury become free." Thereupon the child thinks that his/her teacher should
keep his word and pushes him more.
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schools. As stated by Postman (1995:61); “The families turned into guardians,

guards, protectors, oppressors, punishers and judges of credit and honesty.”

Attitudes of families proceed in parallel with the education at schools. The
section named "Family and Child" of Milliyet Cocuk magazine is a good example of
this. Mother and father of a little girl who doesn't eat her breakfast tell her the

necessity of having breakfast as follows;

- Dear daughter, if you don't eat your breakfast, you will get a beating!

(Father)

- My little one, if you don't eat, you will die! (Mother)

- You can't understand what your teacher says, you cannot be successful!
(Father)

- Eat your bite! Otherwise the dog will take it! (Mother) (Milliyet Kardes,

(35): 8).

As seen from the above dialogue, mother and father threaten their child with
factors like beating, dog and success in order to get her adopt the habit of eating
breakfast. In another "Family and Child" section, mothers and fathers who put the
pressure of success on children and who match their children's grades/success
(Milliyet Kardes, (36):8). In modern family structure, expectations of the state from
citizens matched up with expectations of families from their children and the name of
"setting someone straight™ with the thought that "their flesh is yours and bones are
mine" is legitimized as "education”. The spare times were spent under the voluntary
supervision of families (Althusser,1994:42). So much so that, in order to understand
the father's authority on the child, it is necessary to read a text in Tiirkiye Cocuk

magazine;
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"A child's obligations against his/her mother and father are those: When
somebody's mother-father calls him/her when he/she was doing something,
he/she should immediately cease what he/she was doing and be at his/her
mother's/father's service. If his/her mother/father gets angry and shout at
him/her, he/she should not reply them. If they are cross for any reason, he/she
should not speak harshly to them and immediately Kiss their hand and soothe

them." (1993(26).12)

In the above text, the child became subject to mother's and father's authority
under the chain of command as will be seen from the sentence of "...be at his/her
mother's/father's service™ who was regarded as an element owned by the teacher and

serve under the teacher's command in the previous examples.

The parents who look out for their children and protect them are those who know the
best for them "like the state" as Oztan (2009:126) states. "Ideal child" should learn to
respect and obey those who protect him/her. Thus adapting to “the rules determined

by the state™ in the future will get easier.

One of the emphasized points when the children are indoctrinated in terms of
an authority who knows what is best and which behavior is right for them and when
the outline of "ideal Turkish child" is determined is nationalist values in compliance
with historical circumstances. During the construction of the Kemalist nation,
nationalism principles were erected as the determinant of individual and collective
identity (Yildiz, 2007: 16, 291, 295). In this period, this construction process was
accelerated with leaving Arabic alphabet and transiting to Latin alphabet along with
provincial and historical studies giving on to "ancient civilizations™ (Timur, 2006:

17).
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Means such as compulsory education, national media, laws enacted in the official
language, nationalization policies, national holidays and symbols, compulsory
military service have been used to create, spread and strengthen this feeling/identity
of a nation (Kymlicka, 2004: 375). Unity of lineage, race and blood and language
became important (Yardime1 ve Aslan, 2008: 132) and frequently used in children's
magazines. Stories written to dignify Turkish race and language and belittling other
races and nations were fictionalized in a way to attract the interest of children. In this
context, one of the most frequently discussed subject in the children's magazines
published especially between the years of 1980's-1990's was "Turkish Language".
Those who don't/can't speak the Turkish language intelligibly were criticized and
"Turkish Language" was spoken highly of. For example, the dialogue in the section of

"Basak Child's Adventures" in Basak Cocuk's magazine is as follows;

- Do you know Basak Boy? There are such words in some books that we read
that cannot be in Turkish, which are very difficult to understand.

-You're right Basak girl. Our dearest Turkish is like a third language. Do you
know that this issue that you complain was overwhelming the people in the
past, too.

-1 do not know, will you tell me?

-In the 13th century the languages spoken in the Anatolian Seljuk Sultanate
were Persian and Arabic, so there was a disconnection between the people and
the administrators. For example, in the public office, the citizen would not
understand what the official officer said ...At that time Esquire Mehmet
agglomerated the Turkmen settled on the foothills of Taurus Mountains and

established Karamanogullar1 Seigniory. He attached a great importance to
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language; "One of the elements that brings about a nation is language. Convey

my order in this matter as of tomorrow ...(Basak Cocuk, 1995 (148) : 22)

In this short story, the old times were cited and it was stated that at the time
when a common language was not used, people would not understand each other. “
And the statement "One of the elements that brings about a nation is language” it was
pointed out that an important rule of being a nation state is unity of language.
Likewise, there are two pages describing Turkish Alphabet Revolution in the section
titled "Pages from Our History" in Kumbara children's magazine. The necessity of the
alphabet revolution and the importance of the Turkish nation's speaking the same

language are emphasized. The magazine features Atatiirk's speech:

The harmonious and rich Turkish language will make an appearance with new
Turkish letters. Much work has been done, but today we have a very necessary
job to do, which is learning the new Turkish letters quickly. Teach them to
every citizen, woman, man, porter, boatman. Refer to this as a duty of

patriotism and nationalism (Kumbara, 1991 (142): 12).

Another example that emphasizes the importance of "simplification of
language" is seen in Kumbara Cocuk magazine. There is an article introducing
Nurullah Ata¢ who is qualified as a person who "dedicated himself to the purification
of Turkish language”. In the part of the article where his characteristics are
mentioned, it was stated that "He was sincerely remained loyal to Atatirk's principles
to until he died. He adopted these principles as the only way to bring Turkey to the

level of contemporary civilization *.
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It is not a coincidence that examples in the above children’'s magazines
covering the years 1980-1990 were often emphasized on "unity of language™ and
"Turkish language". Like all nation states, Turkey also continues to live under a
strong one common language ethos. This was provided through the single and official
language, Turkish language, which had an important place in nationalism policies in
the Republic period. The transition from the Ottoman Turkish, which reflects the
impure and Islamic values of the Empire to the Turkish language, which reflects

Turkism, has been the greatest development supporting this ethos (inal, 2012: 81).

Another element that draws attention to the existence and importance of the
founded Republic and frequently mentioned in children's magazines is the
"victorious" wars in the history of Turkey. From the early years of the Republic, the
bellicose and heroic themes which are inherited from the ideological formation of the
Committee of Union and Progress and are inseparable parts of the nationalist
discourse preserved their dignity and validity within the frame of educating both the
children and adults (Oztan, 2009: 56). Therefore, while examining the perception of
‘ideal’ childhood in the Republic period, it is necessary to take a closer look at the
‘heroism/ bellicosity' which have their origins in Central Asia.

For example, Kumbara magazine devotes one page of each issue to a war in
history. In Kumbara magazine published in July-August 1989, a page was dedicated
to "Victory of Malazgirt" and "August 30 Victory". Regarding the Battle of Malazgirt
it is stated in the magazine; "So Anatolia’'s gate was opened to Turks. Anatolia, which
has become unclaimed for centuries, became the new homeland of our nation”.

Another article in the same magazine is about "August 30 Victory":

The Assembly granted the title of "Gazi (War Veteran)" and the rank of

"Marshall" to Mustafa Kemal due to his success. This victory has now led to
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new treaties. Now the last enemies remained in some parts of the homeland
would be thrown out. The battle commenced started with a violent artillery
fire towards morning. The enemy positions were denied one-by-one. They
were captivated with their commanders. Thus a new and glorious victory was
added to our history of wars and it was called Supreme Pitched Battle or

August 30 Victory (1989,(126):59).

In order to be more effective on constructing the "ideal"” childhood through
heroism, a story about a battle in late history and heroism was needed. In children's
magazines, the nationalist view precisely discriminates "us" and "foreign and
threatening others. The militant aspect of nationalism presents itself to children as the
virtue of killing and killing for the "national cause" regardless of whether it is right or
wrong.
(http://www.ozgurtoplumundegerleri.com/res/Mustafa Erdogan milliyetcilik). In this
context Dardanelles War and War of Independence were mentioned in children's
magazines at most. Basak Cocuk magazine absolutely included a historical victory in
its every issue published in those years. For example; The magazine spared one page
for "Dardanelles Victory™" and depicted how the war was made (1996, (155):5). In
another issue of Basak Cocuk magazine, under the heading of "Liberation of
Gaziantep"”, how the word "Gazi (War Veteran)" was added to the original name of
the city, "Antep".

People of Antep heroically resisted to invaders. On November 20, 1920, the

French attacked to national resister with a great force of 20,000 people.

Despite all impossibilities, the city resisted for 10 months and 9 days and 7000

people were fell martyrs. Invading troops entered into the city only after this.
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Due to this valiant resistance, the word Gazi was added to the name of the city

(1998 (70): 10).

In the texts above praise to soldiers and military is attention-grabbing. With
the emphasizes in the text such as "valiant resistance” and "heroically resisted",
"patriotism™ and "bravery" of Turkish soldiers and the people fighting in unison with
them are praised. So much so that, this is what is expected from the "ideal” Turkish
child. Being a child during the war counts for nothing. What's important is fighting
"bravely". A poem written from the mouth of a child in Basak Cocuk magazine is an
example. The child refers to his peers who died during the war of independence with

the statement "blood of my siblings irrigates it":

My beautiful homeland, my heavenly country
My ancestors fought for it

Blood of my siblings irrigates it

And the sultan sold it for nothing

My beloved Turkey ...

It was kneaded with our blood in the war

It was kneaded with our love when we make peace
My, your, everyone's homeland

My beautiful homeland, my heavenly country
My beloved Turkey ...

Our freedom is in this land

Our future is in this skies
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Our defense is in these waters
My beautiful homeland, my heavenly country

My beloved Turkey ... (Basak Cocuk,1989(82):27).

At the same time the above poem refers to the past with the phrase "and the
Sultan sold it". The words "blood, war, defense™ refer to that the Republic was
founded with difficulties and Atatiirk's saying, "the future is in the skies" underlies the
necessity of following Atatiirk's footsteps. Drawn portrait of an "ideal Turkish child"
emphasizes that they should be obedient and tightly devoted to values such as
language and history as well as they should not leave Atatiirk's path and devoted to
Atatiirk's practices. Within the framework of the Republican symbols and culture of
leader, love for Mustafa Kemal was constantly prioritized. Children's love and respect
for "savior" Atatiirk was frequently emphasized in children's magazines. The article
titled "We Commemorate Atatiirk" in Kumbara magazine is an example of this. In the
text, the importance of love for Atatiirk and following his footsteps were mentioned

and Atatiirkism was presented as the formula of happiness.

Love for Atatiirk is being carried into the future like a flag. We all know very
well that, great difficulties were experienced in our country when there was a
tendency to leave the Atatlirkist thought. In this regard the objective which
determines national unity and social happiness has always been "Atatiirkism"
and love for Atatiirk. Doesn't the perception of every November 10 as a day of
acquittance for laying claim to Atatiirk's principles and Atatiirk's revolutions
and following his footsteps beyond merely being a day of mourning contain a

great meaning? (1991 (142): 5)
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Basak Cocuk published an article about Atatiirk's coming to Ankara. It was
stated that Ankara is a sacred city, this sacredness is protected by the Constitution and
attempting to change this is a constitutional crime. It stated that the duty of a Turkish
child is; "walking on the Atatiirk's path, lay claim to his principles and revolutions
and apply them bet improving every day with contemporary methods™ (1986 (46): 8).

After the foundation of a state nation in Turkey and with the proclamation of
the Republic, the points expected from children to politically obey became clearly
visible: upbringing nationalist generations who are devoted to Mustafa Kemal and his
basic principles and to the consciousness of "Turkism™ and these were frequently
emphasized in the magazines. As Oztan (2009:172) states, "The children who born,
grow and develop with the Republic are almost regarded as "symbols" and
"guarantee” of "national unity and integrity" and "success of the new regime™."

Children's magazines published in Turkey became one of the most important
means to popularize the basic principles of the Republic, bring in the national Turkish
identity and values determined in accordance with the objectives of single nation,
single flag, single homeland of the secular state created by the newly founded modern
Republic of Turkey, adopt the official and national language accepted by the state. It
is possible to observe this determination through the children's magazines reviewed
above. But when late 1990's and 2000's are considered, the existence of a
Conservative-Liberal Turkish Nationalism is visible. Examples in this context begun
to increase in children's magazines. In children's magazines a type of nationalism was
born which dissociates from Kemalist nationalism with the weight of secular

language? and from Radical-Turkist nationalism with the emphasis of ethnic

22 Radical Turkist Nationalism can be defined as the part that adopts the radical interpretation of
Kemalist Nationalism, which is also qualified as Official Nationalism. In this type of nationalism an
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essentialism that sporadically features pagan traditions; kneaded with glory, victory
and Turkification; driving Ottoman history forward and regarding Islam as a special
unifier of the identity by considering it as a unifying umbrella over the ethnic
identities (Uzungayir, 2015:8).

In 1950's, some changes were observed in children's magazines. Stories more
frequently referring to "victories" in the history of the Republic and especially to
"military genius”, "heroism™ and "profound tolerance™ of Mehmed the Conqueror
were published in these magazines. As Oztan (2009:59-60) states, it is possible to see
the portrait of the child who adopts "Republican values" and fascinates with the
"successes of his/her ancestors" between the lines during the subsequent periods. As
of the second half of 1990's and particularly in and after 2002, by referring to the

550th anniversary of the conquest, conquest-themed children’s stories and novels

which mostly feature "religious elements™ and messages were blown out to say.

The rising conservative nationalism dissolves the identities of individuals and
independent groups in a single almighty "nation” which has an existence and meaning
beyond the lives of individuals. Such a militant nationalism mostly goes hand in hand
with militarism. Military glory-honor and conquest are seen as the ultimate proof of
the greatness of the nation. Therefore, when it comes to nation's honor or integrity,
lives, problems and ethnical origins of ordinary citizens become insignificant
(http://lwww.ozgurtoplumundegerleri.com/res/Mustafa_Erdogan_Milliyetcilik_ldeoloj
isine_Dair). One of the most impressive examples is found in Can Kardes magazine.
The article titled "We Are All Siblings" in Can Kardes magazine exemplifies the

religious fellowship based perception of nationalism processed through "Ottoman

ethnical essentialism which appears as racism from time to time comes to the forefront. (Bora 1995:
120)
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history" which was gradually increased in 1990's. There was an article titled "We Are
All Siblings" in the issue of Can Kardes magazine published in 1991. The same title
was also used on the cover of the magazine. The cover of the magazine was designed
in red and white, specific to that issue. Pictures of children living in the eastern region
also appeared on the cover.

Dinya Cocuk Giint @ Hayvanlar bizim dostumuz

Geng Yazar Cizerler ® Kultur-Sanat
Peygamberimi Ogreniyorum
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Figure 1: Can Kardes, "We Are All Siblings", Issue 21, (11.1991).

The text in the section of "We Are All Siblings" was written from the mouth
of a child living in Southeastern Anatolia.

"Thank God we are Muslim. We believe in same God, same book, same

Prophet. We all turn towards Mecca and perform prayer. We live in the same

homeland. We share the same beliefs and thoughts. Ali in Thrace, Mehmet in

Aegean, Emine in Central Anatolia and Zehra in Black Sea Emine are also my

siblings ... Their joy cheers me up, their sorrow saddens me. | embrace all of

my siblings living in this homeland with the same feelings. Whereas we are all
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Muslims in the first place, then this feeling of brotherhood crosses the borders
of homeland and overflows the whole Islamic world. Muhammed who tries to
gain his freedom by throwing stones at Israeli soldiers in Palestine,

Burhaneddin who is wounded by Russian bombs in Afghanistan, Hiiseyin who
lost his life due to American bombardment which wiped Baghdad off the map

are my brothers.... | feel their agony in the depth of my heart.

Dear brothers and sisters, especially in the last few years, saddening events
occur in the region | live. Bandits invade our villages and homes and
mercilessly kill our mothers, fathers and siblings. | am unable to understand
these events. What do they want from innocent people? Our elders tell us that
those who want to establish a "Kurdish State” commit these murders. This is
also utterly inconceivable for me. What does this savagery have to do with
Kurdish State? Will such a state will be founded with the blood of innocent
people? Besides, as | have learned from my elders and teachers, the phrase of
"Kurdish State" was malevolent. My elders say to me: "We have fraternally
lived with Turks for centuries. We have fought together with Turks in the War
of Independence. We have repelled the enemy together. We have founded the
Republic of Turkey together. We are also owners of this state. We can start a
business anywhere we like in Turkey. Promotion paths are wide open. We
have raised professors, businessmen, ministers, officers. We already have a
state And it is the Republic of Turkey. We are brothers and sisters with people
who live within the boundaries of this state. Then how come we need to

establish a separate Kurdish state?

These words ease me. They relieve the distress in me to some extent. But not

completely. Because again as my elders told me, some of the administrators of
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the Turkish Republic inflicted cruelty to our ancestors once. They bombed the
villages. They hanged white-bearded hodjas. They banned call to prayer. They
tortured worshiping people. Women and children couldn't have a moment in

peace. They exiled some of them to deserted places of the country. In contrast,

they didn't move a muscle to develop and improve the region.

But one day, this era was ended. Conscientious administrators who give an ear
to the nation came to power in the country. Then we became happy. Call to
prayer and worshiping were set free. Religious people were respected.
Factories were established, roads were opened, dams were built and factors of
civilization such as electricity and water were supplied to villages at the back

of beyond...(Can Kardes, 1991 (18): 8).

In the above text which was asserted that written by a child, traces of all
historical developments of the time can be found. At this point it is necessary to
mention the Kurd issue even a bit. Otherwise the analysis of the text will not fall into
place. The Ottoman Empire was a state system based on nation system where groups
from many different ethnicities and religions with different identities lived together.
Even though partial rights were granted to non-Turkish speaking identities but as the
Treaty of Lausanne didn't recognize any other group except non-Muslims as
"minority" (Akgoniil, 2008:70), the newly founded Republic of Turkey didn't
recognize the Kurds as a minority, either. It was desired for the Republic of Turkey to
have one language, one religion, one culture and one collective memory. Therefore
one of the most important dimensions of the policies pursued with regard to the
Kurdish issue was force-based assimilation. Even though the state policies in this

respect had some changes from period to period in terms of destruction and denial
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dimension, dimension of assimilation survived until today without changing with

regard to their general terms throughout this long historical process (Yegen, 2015).

At the time when this text was written (1984) PKK virtually became active
and became the most important item on the agenda of the country. After September
12, 1980 coup, "Kurdish" was banned. Although the ban on speaking Kurdish was
removed in 1991, sensitivity and pressure in this regard have continued. Ultimately, a
Kurdish statement of Leyla Zana during the parliamentary oath in 1991 lead to a big
reaction in the assembly and public opinion and she was called back to the platform
and apologized for what she said. It is possible to see all traces and reflections of this
process in children's magazines. The phenomenon of nationalism gained further
momentum and topics such as "glorious history"”, brotherhood, unity of language were
frequently included in children's magazines. The article named "We Are All Siblings"
includes all elements of this period. In the text, emphasize of "brotherhood" was
based on "being Muslim™ and the Kurdish issue was approached accordingly. The
Kurdish issue was associated with the justification that the people living in that region
were not free to perform their religious beliefs during the early years of the Republic.
The sentences in the text such as; "But one day, this era was ended.. Conscientious
administrators who give an ear to the nation came to power in the country. Then we
became happy. Call to prayer and worshiping were set free... (Can Kardes, 1991 (18):
8)" such as to prove this assertion.

In the text named "We Are All Siblings" the "Gulf War" was also referred to
over "Muslim Brotherhood";

Whereas we are all Muslims in the first place, then this feeling of brotherhood

crosses the borders of homeland and overflows the whole Islamic world.

Muhammed who tries to gain his freedom by throwing stones at Israeli
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soldiers in Palestine, Burhaneddin who is wounded by Russian bombs in
Afghanistan, Hiiseyin who lost his life due to American bombardment which
wiped Baghdad off the map are my brothers.... | feel their agony in the depth

of my heart.

Another attention-grabbing point in the text named "We Are All Siblings" was
the mention of the "bandits” called PKK's invading homes and killing people. It is
stated that they are doing all these to found a "Kurdish State™ but this is meaningless
because in reality, there is no such thing as "Kurdish issue™ It is stated that Kurds and
Turks have the same standards and amenities and these rebels are a few presumptuous
bandits®®. At this point, as stated by Yegen (2015:223), the "Kurdish issue" was
rejected and handled as an issue of "reactionism", "tribal resistance™, "banditry" but
not as an " of red, not as an "ethnopolitical” issue. And at the same time it was
approached in the context of freedom of faith caused by administrators who are

qualified as "nonbelievers".

Another example of Conservative Nationalism in children's magazines is
found in Tiirkiye Cocuk magazine. There is a story named "The Secret of Invincible
Army" in the section of "A Page from History" in Tiirkiye Cocuk magazine (2012
(32): 44). Story depicts a conversation of Suleiman the Magnificent with a peasant
during a campaign against the Crusaders;

Suleiman the Magnificent asks: "What happened to you? You are drenched

with sweat. Did soldiers hurt you?" The Christian peasant answers the Magnificent;

23 Attitude of Prime Minister Turgut Ozal who came to power in the same period (1983) when PKK
was established is in accord with the attitude of the magazine. Ozal referred to PKK as "bandits" in the
speech he made in GNAT: "We don't regard to get excited by addressing comments to a group of
bandits, the number of whom are not more than a few hundred." "They are merely 300-400 bandits and
take advantage of land conditions”. (Ozal, 1987:742).
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| came here to report my satisfaction not to complain. It would be injustice not
to congratulate such a soldier, such a commander...After your soldiers left the
vineyard, | found a pouch tied to vine. When | opened it, there was money in
it. When I looked carefully, | saw a bunch of grapes was plucked. | realized
that the money was left as the price of the grapes. As long as you have such

moral soldiers, you cannot be overcome (Tiirkiye Cocuk (2012 (32): 44).

The Christian peasant at the conquered village congratulates the Magnificent
and his soldiers and utters his admiration. In response the Magnificent summons the
soldier who ate the grapes and orders him to be sent away from the campaign. "A
victory cannot be won with a soldier who eats ill-gotten food." This story emphasizes
that the Ottoman army doesn't eat ill-gotten food and they were appreciated even by
the Christians. And later on in the same story, a priest says the following about the
Ottoman army;

The soldiers were looking for a fountain to quench and perform ablution.

When they find a fountain nearby a monastery and meet their needs, the priest

beautifies a couple of nuns and sends them to the fountain. When the soldiers

so the women approaching, they left the fountain, turned their backs and they
didn't look at the beautified women. Witnessing this from a distance, the priest
immediately wrote a letter to the commander of Crusaders: "How can you
cope up with this army? They don't look at the ill-gotten, they make nothing of
property. They sacrifice all their properties and belongings and fight for Allah.

They are nice to everybody and don't tyrannize. If you fight against them

without wiping these qualities out, it is obvious that you will lose your lives

and properties. Don't toss yourselves to death! (Tiirkiye Cocuk, 2012 (32):44)
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Ottoman soldiers are being praised through nationalism and conservatism as
they don't look at beautiful women and care about the property. Not looking at the
beautified women is presented as a virtue. And it is a priest who speaks highly of
soldiers. A man of cloth from another religion says "They fight for Allah™ with regard
to Ottoman army. While a historical victory, "a glorious history" is depicted here, it is
also seen that "historical success" and religious values intertwine. Similarly in the
children's magazine "Oncii", a different conquest or war story is depicted under the
title of "From the Window of History™ in every issue. For example; The conquest of

Istanbul.

js-l'o.mbu!’mn TFethi v

istanbul'u 21 yaginda fetheden 1453 wihnda Istanbul'u fet-

hiikiimdar: heden Tirk Fatih Sultan Mehmet'tir
sevgili arkadaglar. Bu biyGgtimiiz
Fatih Sultan Mehmet tam 21 yasinda Istanbul'u fethetmis.

Ne kadar gengmis degil mi?

Fatih Sultan Mehmet ilk tahta
giktifinda yenigeri 6rgiitiinde  dii-
zenlemeler wyaparak ise baslad.

Ciinkii o siralar devlet dnemli ic
4ve dis sorunlarla kars:
karsiyayd, Cocuk
yasta ayrildif
tahta daha sonra
geri dondi. Ka-
tasinda  belirle-
digi Bnemli bir
hedefi vardi. Bu
hedef; “Istanbul’'u
almakt.” 1452'de
Istanbul'u Tiirk top-
raklarina katmaya ka-
rar verdikten sonra
Istanbul Bogazi'm de-
netleyebilmek icin Ru-
meli Hisari'm yaptirch, O-
koydugu  hedefleri  ger-
ceklestirebilmek icin orduda ye-
nilikler gerceklestirdi ve askerleri
giiglendirdi.

niine

Daha sonra ordumuz tiim ha-
zirhklarnim tamamlayarak Istanbul'u
kusatmig. Sehir 6nceleri kolay kolay
Ty teslim olmams. Fatih Sul-
tan Mehmet, bagka bir

gecis olana@ olmadif

é e i a3 icin  Tirk gemilerini
¢ = 7 karadan, kizaklar yo-
T mx—tﬁ‘&: luyla  Halic'e  indir-

Figure 2: Oncii Dergisi, “Tarihin Penceresinden”, Issue: 2, (02.1995).

In Can Kardes magazine, the conquest of Istanbul was depicted in the section
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titled "Huge Plane: Ottoman™:

Let the grandpa history hold your hands and take you on an excursion in the
magnificent lives of our past... Let our grandpa history introduce himself as a
grandchild of Ottomans... Our ancestors, who founded such long-lasting states
as it was never done by any other state in history, also founded the Ottoman
state which extended over Asia, Africa and Europe... During these campaigns,
the people who were not happy with their administrations were not resisting to
Ottoman army. Because they knew that the Ottomans never tyrannized any
community. In fact the people said "We prefer Ottoman imamah to headgear”
during the conquest of Istanbul. The month May is also the month of Istanbul's
conquest. We owe gratitude and appreciation to our ancestors for coming from
Central Asia and gave this beautiful land to us as a gift. The best way of

thanking them is knowing our history very well (Can Kardes, 2007(208):5).

In the above text the Ottoman is named as our "grandpa™ and the children are
told that they are "grandchildren of Ottomans". While the Republic period was
emphasized as "disengagement from Ottoman" before 1980's, in 1980's and especially
in 1990's, the phrases of "Glorious Ottoman" and "Grandchildren of Ottoman" were
used more frequently in children's magazines, in conjunction with the rise of the
conservative notion. A similar statement was also found in Tiirkiye Cocuk magazine
(2011 (1010): 30), "All of us have more or less information about the Ottomans, who
are our grandfathers, isn't it so dear friends? Besides you can learn this information
from the history section of your magazine™. There are stories about the Ottoman in the
section of "History" in every issue of the magazine. The facts that didn't change in

these stories are components like "bravery™ and "heroism". Along with these
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components, the word "conquest™ is another word used quite a number. The below

texts are examples of this.

The conquest is not an invasion. It is the desire to carry the humanity to a
country of love and freedom. It is spreading our wings to happiness.
Unlocking the locked hearts is actualized with conquest. And conguest means
"opening”, "initiating”. We are in such a need of the spirit of conquest in a
world where the chaos, uneasiness and reign of materials rule. The
understanding of conquest will gain our people speed and power of making a
move, will keep the feelings of resolution and sacrifice alive. Let us promote

our victories so that "our youth would taste of making sacrifice in the cause of

their beliefs"... (Can Kardes, 2007(208):7).

It is asserted that the word conquest means opening and initiating. But the
primary meaning of the word "conquest™ is "occupying a country or a city by
fighting" (www.tdk.gov.tr). However, the action of conquering is presented as a
solution to the "chaotic™ world in the above text.

The following text depicts the Plevne War:

"Plevne. Important territories in the Balkans during Ottoman period... The city
heroically defended by Gazi Osman Pasha in... | can't help telling you a
memory which somewhat reflects the heroism of Gazi Osman Pasha and his
gallant soldiers... The glorious history of the Defence of Plevne begun with
this thought and intention is still in the limelight and in our hearts. " (Tiirkiye

Cocuk, 2011(1010):60).

History of Turkish child is being constructed as a childhood full of victories
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from the Ottomans until today. As expressed in the previous text the request from
children is simple: "Our youth should be able to experience the pleasure of sacrificing
in the cause of their beliefs". So, the youth should have the mentality to "sacrifice"
and act "gallantly" for this country! It is also requested from them to lay claim on
"national history" and "their religion" and protect them. The article titled "The State
That Does What Was Said" published in Tiirkiye Cocuk dergisi (2012(1021:46) is an
example of this. This story is about Beyazid Khan's threatening the Doge of Venice,
Gugliemo Monteferlo who got a libelous painting made. It is depicted the Doge was
frightened by the Sultan's threat and said "Please apologize to the Sultan on our

behalf and tell him not to harm us".

The timing of depicting the story of the Doge who got a libelous painting
made about Islam and Ottomans is not coincidental. In this period, a caricature drawn
by Bahadir Baruter in "Penguen" humor magazine published in Turkey was sued with
on the grounds of "humiliating Islam" and got a reaction from the conservative

segment®*,

It is clearly visible from the children's magazines reviewed in the study that
the core elements of nationalism are still continued to be embraced but an insight
different than the Kemalist nationalism which constituted the official ideology of the
state for a long time was tried to be given them. Accordingly, as stated by Saracoglu
(2013: 55), unlike Kemalism's various forms and insights, nationalism has been built

based on the concept of "nation", "common™ Islamic cultural elements and the

Ottoman past in during 1990's and especially during the AKP period. It is seen that

* Some headings featuring this issue in the news channels are as follows: Habervaktim: "Penguin
attacked Islam! - Sacred of Islam is insulted. Here are the horrific lines. " 8siitun: "The real infidels
are among us - Turkey contains the real infidels within itself in spite of the people who protest the
caricatures including insults to our Master the Prophet published in Denmark." EnSonHaber: "A
caricature insulting Allah and religion in Penguin -Reactions are snowballing."
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the weight of envision of "nation" identified with "Turkism" in the official discourse

has been strikingly decreasing for the benefit of Sunni Islam which characterizes the
Ottoman past. The "historical national interest™, an important core element of
nationalism, is described as having the political power of the Ottoman Empire
considered to represent the rampant period of the nation again. In this part of the
examination, the increase in the stories of heroism depicted through the Ottoman State
is evidencing the changed nationalism. In children's magazines, the characteristics of
the Ottoman period were frequently depicted through prominent personalities such as
Ottoman sultans, administrators and artist of the time. While the powerful times of
Ottoman Empire were remembered with "longing", it is mentioned between the lines
of texts what should be done to go back to the "glorious pages of history". It is
intended to make the reading children adopt this situation by gaining them the
"virtuous" behaviors stated in the texts.

To sum up, instilling the facts like war, bravery, heroism to children didn't
change in the changed concept of nationalism but identities of the heroes in the stories
have changed. The emphasis on nationalism by the new heroes in children's
magazines, is fictionalized in relation with Islam and conservatism. The changing
heroes in children's magazines present the category of "nation™ on the basis of
"common culture™ constituted by Islam under the decisiveness of its Islamic and
conservative world view. This "common Islamic culture” driven language emphasizes
the past of the Ottoman State which represents the rampancy of Islam as the common
past of the nation. At the same time, reversing Turkey to the respected and powerful
days of the Ottoman period is presented as the goal to be achieved. In line with this
thought, AKP has referred to the year of 2071, in 2012. They have declared that the

desired "ideal generations” will be created and thus the continuity of the power from
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generation of generation will be ensured.?

Ultimately the texts in children's magazines shifted from being "children of
the Republic” to being "grandchildren of Ottoman™. When the reflection of this
change on children is probed, it is seen that the only thing that doesn't change is the
constant military discourses that the children face with. Even the increase in the dose
of the "violence™ in children’'s magazine is noteworthy.

Children's magazines often feature stories and comic strips involving violence.
The desire to create a "National Identity” mentioned above is supported with violent
discourses. In these stories written in a nationalist tone, an alternative enemy is
created and then fought against this enemy in a paranoia. Those who remain outside

the "Turkism and Islam" are immediately recognized and alienated.
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Figure 3: Tirkiye Cocuk “Cover Picture”, Issue: 95, (10.1985).

25Tayyip Erdogan made the following speech in 2012; " We have another goal after achieving our goal
of 2023, the hundredth anniversary of our Republic. And it will be the 1000th anniversary of this
foundation. Target is 2071 dear youth. If my Lord grants, we will build 2023 and you will build 2071"
(https://www.akparti.org.tr).
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For example, in the cover image of the above Tiirkiye Cocuk magazin