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ABSTRACT

The design, which is defined as a human talent, points to the history of civilization. The
design shaped in the capitalist economic system depending on today's relations of pro-
duction also determines economic and social systems. While environmental factors
shape human awareness in itself, the design of the messages produced for this purpose
can also be carried out in many different ways. In this study, poster designs, which are
one of the study areas reflecting the social change processes observed in the economic
and social plane, are investigated and the investigation of discourses produced in the
trade union struggle is aimed. Trade unions are non-governmental organizations that
protect workers' labor democratically and economically and carry their rights struggle
to an organized basis. Trade unions in Turkey have undergone radical changes in po-
litical and economic aspects from the 1960s to the present day. These changes can also
be observed through the political visual design products produced by these organized
structures. Poster designs are visual design products that include ideological structures
in maintaining, spreading and providing continuity of ideologies such as marketing,
informing, persuasion, orientation and they directly affect the society. The aim of the
discussion on the May 1 posters produced by the trade unions is to create a critical
perspective on the design of posters and to determine in academic background. In line
with this aim, the aim of the study is to adopt poster designs as an ideological structure
like every field where design activity continues. DISK's May 1 posters constituted the
sample of the study in consideration of post-1960 political and social change in Turkey.
With the examination of the posters, it is aimed to understand how the working-class
struggle in the context of trade union struggle in Turkey has undergone a process of
change in theoretical and practical fields. In determining the research universe, it was

observed that DISK was active in all periods of social and class movements in Turkey



that started to rise after 1960. May 1 posters produced by DISK after 1976, which were
discussed in the sample, were examined together with social semiotics and semiotic

analysis.
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OZET

Insana ait bir yetenek olarak tanimlanan tasarim tiim uygarlik tarihine isaret
etmektedir. Glinlimiiz tiretim iligkilerine bagli olarak kapitalist ekonomik sistem
icerisinde sekillenen tasarim ayni zamanda ekonomik ve toplumsal sistemleri de
belirlemektedir. insan bilincini onun icerisinde bulundugu ¢evresel etkenler
sekillendirirken bu amagla iiretilen iletilerin tasarimi da bir¢ok farkli sekillerde
gerceklestirilebilir. Bu aragtirmada iktisadi ve sosyal diizlemde g6zlenen toplumsal
degisim siireglerini yansitan ¢aligma alanlarindan biri olan afis tasarimlari
incelenerek, sendikal miicadele i¢inde iiretilen sdylemlerin aragtirilmasi
amaglanmistir. Sendikalar is¢inin emegini demokratik ve ekonomik agidan koruyan,
stirdiirdiigli hak miicadelesini orgiitlii bir zemine tasiyan sivil toplum orgiitleridir.
Tiirkiye’de sendikalar 1960’11 yillardan giiniimiize kadar siyasal ve ekonomik agidan
kokli degisimler gegirmistir. Bu degisimler s6z konusu orgiitlii yapilar tarafindan
iiretilen siyasi gorsel tasarim iirlinleri iizerinden de gozlemlenebilmektedir. Afis
tasarimlari, pazarlama, bilgi verme, ikna etme, yonlendirme gibi yaklagimlarla sahip
olunan ideolojilerin siirdiiriilmesinde, yayilmasinda, devamliliginin saglanmasinda
ideolojik yapilar1 iginde barindiran ve toplumu dogrudan etkileyen gorsel tasarim
iriinleridirler. Bu alan1 sendikalarin iirettigi 1 Mayzis afisleri tizerinden tartismaya
acmanin amaci, afis tasarimlarina elestirel bir bakis agis1 yaratabilmek ve akademik
zeminde saptayabilmektedir. Bu amag¢ dogrultusunda, tasarim etkinliginin siirdiirdiigii
her alan gibi afis tasarimlarinin da ideolojik bir yap1 olarak kabulii ¢aligmanin
amacini olusturmaktadir. Caligmanin 6rneklemini Tiirkiye’de 1960 sonrasi siyasal ve
toplumsal degisim 6zelinde DISK’in 1 Mayis afisleri olusturmustur. Afislerin

incelenmesiyle, Tiirkiye’de sendikal miicadele baglaminda is¢i sinifi miicadelesinin



Vi

teorik ve uygulamali alanlarda nasil bir degisim siireci gecirdiginin anlagilmasi
amaclanmistir. Arastirma evreni belirlenirken DISK’in segilmesinde, Tiirkiye’de
1960 sonras1 yiikselise gecen toplumsal ve sinifsal hareketlerin tiim donemlerinde
aktif olmas1 gozetilmistir. Orneklem icerisinde ele alman 1976 yil1 sonrast DISK’in
irettigi 1 Mayzis afisleri sosyal gostergebilim ve gostergebilimsel ¢oziimleme ile

birlikte incelenmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Tasarim, Diyalektik, Ideoloji, Afis, DISK.
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1. INTRODUCTION

While it is possible to predicate its existence to hand tools, shelters or symbolic
descriptions carved on rocks, design is “a unique human-specific ability to shape and
create our environment, to serve our needs and to add meaning to our lives, through
ways that are not found in nature” (Haskett, 2014:15). Design, which refers to the
history of all civilization by the definition of human-specific talent, is shaped in the
capitalist economic system, depending on the relations of production, and also shapes
the economic and social systems. For example, the steam engine, which is a design
product, has brought production, transportation, industrialization and social
developments such as slavery with it, along with the industrial revolution. Therefore,
the nature of human beings also change, and the needs are transformed into the
objects of desire as fetishes: “(...) only about desire: how strange it is that desire,
seems to be almost free of subject, or at least complete, these days” (Foster, 2015:43).
The concept of design is tangible in every field of research that examines nature,

society, cities, people and human thought.

When divided into strata from a critical point of view, the concept of design, leads
us to the production and consumption conceptions that are imprisoned in a positivist
utilitarianism' and to the industrial and technological advances in which they come
into existence. In this progress, the social implications of design only appear in the

forms shaped by the capitalist liberal ideology, such as education, science and social

'“Positivist utilitarianism” can be defined as the protection of the interests of the bourgeois class
within the capitalist production and consumption relations.



everyday relationships. The transformative power of this confrontation, which also
constitutes the human consciousness, can only be discussed within the framework of

critical theory that gives the positivist approach a social dimension.

Therefore, it can be said that design, which is a social concept, is the bearer, the
executor and the transmitter of the ideological and hegemonic layers. Regarding the
visual design products, which are acknowledged to have an impact on the public
awareness within the scope of the research, it can be said thatthese products create a
strong communication efficiency, inform individuals, affect their taste and decision-
making processes, hence their consumption habits and design, constitutes the subject

of the mentioned interactions.

Important areas that require explanation can be defined as an indication to, why
talking about the design, discussing it in the social plane, telling about its daily
determining role, providing an academic and scientific basis for it, is justifiably
difficult and requires a multi-layered study. “(...) Design, is the sensory image of an
object, which is considered together with its various features and contextualities, that
exhibits a certain integrity, (...) unlike perception, design is the re-produced
perceptual image of the object that was previously perceived” (Buhr & Kosing,
1999:404).1n this context, it is necessary to explain the relation between
consciousness (subjective, spiritual) and existence (objective, material) with the
meaning structures developed as a human action (design). In addition to the
subjective and objective debates, it is important for this research to question whether

the environment created by the design products surrounding human life should be



seen as a structure independent from human consciousness or that the human

consciousness is shaped within the environment surrounded by design objects.

While the human consciousness is shaped by the environmental effects, the design
of the messages produced for this purpose can be realized in many different ways.
Just like the duties and responsibilities imposed on poster designs. Poster designs,
which are one of the working areas that reflect the social change processes observed
in the economic and social planes, will be examined and the discourses produced
within the unions’ struggle for labor rights will be investigated. Trade unions are the
structures that protect the labor of the workers in a democratic and economic way and
bring the struggle for laborrights to an organized basis. Trade unions in Turkey has
undergone a drastic change from the 1960s until today. These changes are observed

through political visual design products produced by these organized structures.

Poster designs, which can be encountered in a wide range of use from the earliest
age communities to today's modern life, are visual design products, which are used
for maintaining, disseminating and sustaining the ideological structures acquired
through tools such as marketing, informing and directing, and which contain these
ideological structures within as well as directly affecting the society. Results, which
can be explained through concepts such as consumption, alienation, hegemony,
manipulation or ideology, will be obtained, when the poster designs, which are
brought forward by prioritizing social transformations or different layers of capitalist
liberal economic system, are evaluated through the critical economy politics
perspective. The poster designs not only reflect the formal properties based on the

designer's perception, technique and their production-based properties, but also



contain the traces of the cultural, historical, social and political plane, from which
these formal properties emerged, regarding the content, which shapes the audience’s
perception and judgement. In this way, posters are not only the products of their
designers, but also, they are products of the historical interpretations of the

individuals, who are the determiners of the public space where they are exhibited.

Accordingly, in order to understand the design, discuss it in the social plane,
explain its deterministic position in daily life and give it an academic and scientific
basis, the second chapter has been titled “dialectic of design”. In this chapter, the
“objective and subjective” concepts are mentioned to reveal the meaning structures
shaped by the design. In the subchapter entitled “dialectic materialism”, the concept
of consciousness, which Marks reevaluates by transforming Hegel’s dialectics, was
brought forward in terms of design. Under the title of “the concept of commodity” the
design products, which gain exchange value within the capitalist relations of
production, and the meaning structures these products shape are evaluated. Again, the
“alienation” concept, which takes place within the capitalist relation of production,
and the false awareness that the design products with an exchange value impose on
the society are covered under this title. Since design is a social fact, specific members
of the “Frankfurt School” have been mentioned under the title of “critical theory”,
“base” and “superstructures” were discussed and the social equivalent of design has
been emphasized. The production and consumption understanding of the concept of
design, which has been entrapped in a positivist pragmatism, has been divided into
layers and covered through the perspective of the Frankfurt School, or in other words,
a critical perspective, under the title of “design in terms of the critical theory”. In

order to evaluate the trade union structures, which define the universe of the research,



the society, in which the meaning structures shaped by design find an expression, are
discussed in terms of Marxism and liberalism. In order to express the historical
transformation of the trade unions’ struggle for labor rights, the theoretical
correspondence of the detachment from class struggle has been evaluated under the
title of “post Marxism”. Therefore, in the second and third chapters, the

communication power of design has been evaluated within the theoretical framework.

“Social Semiotic Analysis”, which is a basic research method, has been put to use
in the fourth chapter entitled “Methodology”. While the visual analysis method
“Social Semiotic Analysis” was used to analyze the visual structures such as limning,
patterns and photography in DISK’s post 1967 May 1 posters, which are included in
the sample, the texts consisting of slogans and discourses were structurally and
contextually analyzed with the semiotic method. The two methods applied in the
research have achieved their structural duties by bringing the design and the

communication power of a design product into view at scientific level.

1.1. Presentation of the Problem

The sample of the research, which is based on the acknowledgement of the
communication power of the visual design products (posters), consists of DISK’s
(Progressive Trade Union) May 1 posters. During 1960s, when social movements
were on the rise in Turkey, the discourses of DISK posters were unique in terms of
prioritizing class structures and organized struggle for labor rights within a collective
production process. DISK’s posters after 1980, which were created in a time of

changing social relationships and political atmosphere, created an area of discourse



where emphasize on identities were given prominence and demands of masses were
uttered. In this period, the posters were produced by DISK, and not by a collective
structure. Therefore, the problem of the research can be stated as follows: The
discourses of May 1 posters produced by DISK vary from one period to another. The

social and political influences of a specific period can be traced by these discourses.

1.2. The Aim and Importance of the Study

With its communication power, the activity of design, which penetrates to every
aspect of life, has an ideological and hegemonic structure. The purpose of opening
this area to discussion in terms of May 1 posters produced by trade unions is to be
able to provide a critical perspective for the poster designs, which are design
activities, and to determine them on an academic basis. For this purpose, just like any
other design activity, this research aims to evaluate poster designs are as ideological

structures.

1.3. The Assumptions of the Research

It would be correct to say that between 1960 and 1980, when organized struggle
for labor rights were highly popular, the political poster designs were rich in terms of
quality and quantity. Even though the political posters of this period were produced
with a very limited technique and technology when compared to today, they were
social and unique. On the other hand, posters produced after 1980, consisted of design
objects lacking social correspondence. Therefore, not only the technological and

technical limitations determine the design of political posters, but also the political



and cultural conditions are effective. The following assumptions are made in this

context:

e The design activity is an ideological phenomenon with a strong power of
communication.

e A design, which creates a strong activity of communication, has a
transforming effect on the public awareness.

e Since its establishment, DISK maintains its ideology in all its posters.

e The historical-social marks of the dynamics of the period can be traced from
DISK posters, which are design objects that we assume to have an efficient
power of communication over the public awareness

e With the individual to be brought into prominence by the (neo)liberal
economic system, the collective culture has suffered erosion.

e A shift from class politics in 1960s to identity politics after 1980s had
occurred.

e Turkey’s economic, political, social and cultural climate has changed in 1980s

and a neoliberal sense has become dominant.



1.4. Research Questions

The trade unions can be defined as democratic mass organizations. The
consciousness that the visual design products of these trade unions create on the
society is shaped within the social, political and cultural atmosphere. At this point, the
communication power of poster designs enable the masses to be directed and the
areas of freedom provided by the unions’ struggle for labor rights to be visible, in
terms of the organized struggle for labor rights. The following questions are formed
in order to unveil the communicational aspect of the direct relationship of the poster
designs, which are utilized as tools of the organized struggle for labor rights, and the

audience.

e Should the environment that surrounds the individual as a design activity be
considered apart from consciousness, or is the consciousness formed within
that environment?

e Should the relation of design, which is stated to be the “most fundamental
human activity”, with reality considered as an idea (subjective) or a material
mediation (objective)?

e Does the acknowledgement of design (poster design) as a powerful
communication activity bring along ideological constructs?

e Are there definable differences in political poster designs that are made in
Turkey before and after 19807

¢ Did the discourses of trade unions maintain their validity through the periods?



1.5. Hypothesis

As seen in the above assumptions and research questions, the hypothesis of this
research, in which the design concept of cultural transformations through individual
and societal existence, and as a more specific area, poster designs is evaluated, is
defined as follows: “The concept of design, which has always been present in every
place and region where humans lived as well as all historical processes, provides
powerful discourse areas that characterize the modern societies and shape their
cultural structures through various applications. Like in many design products,
poster designs provide a powerful communication activity, which transforms the

consciousness of the society and has ideological reflections in the semiotic area.”

1.6. The Universe of the Research

The sample of the study consists of DISK’s May 1 posters in terms of political
and social changes after 1960. Understanding the transformation process of the
working class’s struggle for labor rights in theoretical and applied areas, in terms of
trade unions’ struggle in Turkey, is aimed by examining the posters. DISK has been
determined while defining the universe of the research, because of its high activity in
all periods of societal and class movements that were on the rise after 1960 in Turkey.
DISK’s May 1 posters after 1976, which are included in the sample, will be evaluated

through semiotics and semiotic analysis.
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2. DIALECTIC OF DESIGN

2.1. Design Culture

Etymologically, the word “design”, which is a common word in all Western
Languages, has derived from the Latin word designare, which means to form and to
represent. While “to form” can be considered as ascribing a meaning to a visual; “to
represent” can be considered as expressing and disseminating this meaning and
making it visible. Therefore, with the addition of different aspects such as designing,
planning, shaping and constructing expressions and preparing their drafts, the word
“design” has leaked into many different sides of practical and theoretical life with its

forming and representation properties (Tunali, 2002:12).

The lexical meaning of the word design is; to imagine a plan or a sketch to be
realized; a plan or a thing that is imagined to form and produce; the first draft in art, a
project or scheme that aims to reach a conclusion; the shape that summarizes the
actual properties of something that will be created such as a painting, building or
decoration; arranging the elements and details to create a work of art (Bayazit,
2008:174).1t can be stated that the design, which can be expressed as a basic human
activity, has emerged and shaped as the replicas of nature on the human

consciousness since the ancient periods of human history.

As it is understood from the above definitions, a person who has a tendency to
shape life in accordance with his/her needs (who designs) has to make some choices
either voluntarily or unintentionally to make this design. Choices like big or small,

short or tall, useful or useless “...brings responsibility along with them. Making
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choices includes options regarding how to reach the goals, with which intentions and
to whose benefit” (Haskett, 2013: 16). Since design, which is the process of
simplification and narrowing down the options as well as making them creative and
useful, also includes social processes such as decision making, benefiting and putting
into practice, it can be said that design is “right in the middle of ideological debates”.
Because change, evolution, maintaining or sustaining existence continue happening in
all areas throughout the human history. Therefore, even though the tools and methods
had changed with respect to technological, social and cultural changes, it can be said
that humans have to maintain their ability and tendency to design continuously with a
stronger expression. While the fact that design is one of the unique, immutable and
basic human abilities proves this discourse, it can also be proven by manifestation of

design in different ways throughout human history (Heskett, 2013:33).

The “different shapes” expressed by Heskett is nothing but the development of the
need for new design products (and reflexes) brought with the communal life as a
result of the transition of the hunter-gatherer first human communities’ into sedentary
communities for agricultural production. It should not be forgotten that the design
products, which develop in accordance with the usage value and which sometimes
have vital features, reach today by being passed down through generations in line
with human abilities, and transform the production and the social share of production
by the technological progresses in agricultural and social areas. Therefore, the
foundations of the sedentary societies were laid by reflexes developed through the
concept of design. The important traces of the design skill, which is claimed to have
been acquired through the transformation of the human into a social being, can also

be followed by the findings of important archaeological discoveries.
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The ability to design has evolved in accordance with the merge of different skills
at a common point, the formation of tradition and the practical daily life of the people
whereas these forms have become an integral part of social and geographical
conditions. Therefore, as humans and societies, who are harmonious and flexible with
their surroundings and the nature, “...have created the forms and processes in
accordance with some needs and conditions until today and will continue to do so,
the forms and structures of our world are mostly results of the human design”
(Heskett, 2013:13). In sum, it can be said that the ability to design; is at the center of
human as a species and its idea of existence; demonstrates its position in many
different ways; and is one of the distinctive features of being human along with the

language.

Engels describes the design/creation process, which begins with the physical

development of human and which has been explained so far, as follows;

“After thousands of years of struggle, the hand was no longer with the
foot, at last the human walked upright and became distinguishable from
the apes, the foundations were laid for speaking in syllables and the great
improvement of the brain, and there has been an insurmountable distance
between humans and monkeys ever since. The mastery of the hands means
tools, tools mean specific human activity, the transformative reaction of
the humans to nature and production... Only humans have managed to
leave their trace on nature by relocating animals and plants, changing the

look of their residence, climate and even the plants and animals, in a way
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that only if the earth had ceased to exist, the results of their activities
would have disappeared... The most powerful tool for changing the nature
is the steam machine, but since it is a tool, it still depends on human hand.
The brain has developed gradually with the hand. The awareness of the
necessary conditions for activities that have different practical benefits
were born, and then, the societies, which have better conditions, have
realized the laws of nature, which dominate them, by this awareness. With
the rapidly evolving knowledge of the laws of nature, the tools of
influencingthe nature also developed; if the human brain hadn’t
developed with, and partially, by the hand, the hand wouldn’t have been

able to create the steam machine on its own” (Engels, 2006:46)

As stated in this study from the beginning, design should be considered as an
important human activity and we should look for a meaningful whole that is created
or developing. Therefore, it should be noted that the actions planned to make the
thought visible also determine the process of design. In other words, there is no
obstacle for a painter, sculptor, musician, computer programmer, literary artist,
teacher or doctor to be considered as a designer. Because design is an action of
human consciousness as well as the state of creating a meaningful order (Bayazit,

2008:175).

At this point,it is important for this research to answer the following research
questions: How should the relationship of design’s meaning structures that develop
through actual human actions with the idea (subject) and the material being (object)

be explained; should the environment formed by the design products that make up an
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individual’s surroundings (aisles of a market, advertisements, posters, screens, etc.)
be considered apart from consciousness, or is the consciousness formed within that
environment? Apart from being defined as a complement of meaningful plans, design
has many different explanations with the same meaning. Discussing design in terms
of concepts (social, cultural and economic), which are usually disregarded, is ruled
out either voluntarily or unintentionally. According to Baran, this situation can be
explained as “the impossibility of being able to understand the whole by the limited
information provided by its specific pieces” (Baran: 2016). It is clear that design
should be considered as a whole and should actually be discussed within the scope of

the social, cultural and economical concepts that constitute it.

Jan Van Toorn states that design, represents itself on mass media by regulating
the production related problems, aims to be conceptually and practically
understandable by maintaining a prosperous social order, therefore becomes
legitimized through the symbolic production that represents it. He says, “This image
of reality, and especially the social world in it, does not involve emancipatory
initiatives as the basis of critical practice because of the pressures of the market
economy” (cited in. Armstrong, 2010:100). Therefore, it is clear in his words that the
concept of design does not comply with the reality. In other words, it is possible to
explain this thought structure, which is needed, with product oriented movement and
production: “Design is defined through aesthetic impulses and/or a patriarchal

obsession with reproduction” (Armstrong, 2010:103).

As a response to some of the question marks caused by the concept of design,

which Barnard (2010:33) defines as “a thing that is visible and has a
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communicational or functional purpose”, he states that the things that are defined as
“visual culture” (each design product) actually don’t always have functional and
communicational properties. For example, many things defined as “works of art”, are
created for a communicational or functional purpose, whereas they should be defined
as one of the constituents of the visual culture. With this expression, it can be said
that Barnard ignores the fact that each design product actually maintains a
communication process even though it has a decorative quality. Erfin Panofsky puts
forward an expression of art and design concepts as follows, “man-made objects
wanting to be experienced aesthetically” (Panofsky, 1995:48). With this expression, it
is understood that the concept of design can be interpreted very widely, that it

includes both art and design objects.

The role of visual culture is to reproduce the social system, according to
Barnard, who does research on the study of the relationship between each design
product and the society, and tries to reveal the function between visual culture and
society. It can clearly be said that this deduction corresponds to the hegemony that
puts this process on a legitimate basis with the production and reproduction of society
and bases the visual culture, and therefore each design product, on production and
consumption. This corresponds to the idea that society is class-based, as is often
explained in the Marxian approach, and that the formation of these classes is
determined by economic processes. Considering classes as constituents of economic
conditions, it can be deduced that “lifestyles, interests and culture” are mediums of
these economic conditions (Barnard, 2010:256). Again, according to this Marxian
approach “... the class, which has the means of material production, also has control

of the means of mental production” (Marx and Engels, 2013:72). Barnard expresses
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the relationship between culture and ideology as follows; “culture is part of ideology
and ideology also reflects class positions. There will be different cultures and
ideologies as well as different classes, which are the products of different relations
with means of production”. In line with this idea, Barnard defines visual culture as; “a

part of the path and ideology that causes class inequalities to be reproduced or

rejected” (2010:216).

Tunalr’s following determination is an indication that the sociological and
economic level, from which this thought has flourished, is not achieved easily:
“Designs made up to two centuries ago were generally less developed in character
than nature's designs. New steps for design were taken through a few generations

because there was no rapid progress that was conscious or based on thought.”

(Tunali, 2002:75).

Throughout the centuries, debates and different approaches took place
regarding why objects are what they seem. During this time, it can be said that object-
based and structure-based intellectual axes turned into will and a state of action
through the natural tendencies that humans have as an asset and instinctual actions.
Action points to an ethical design chosen and created by human will. There are no
models of science, thought and design in nature, and there is no design-related action
model. The concept of design is the most basic communication activity that people
build with surrounding objects. This communication activity expresses itself in
aesthetics, knowledge, ethics and technical classifications. Knowledge-related designs
emerge as models of thought in philosophy, while they emerge as model theories in

science (Tunal1, 2002:13).
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At this point, the development of the design through the production process can
be summarized as follows; “When we talk about design history, not only technical,
economic, aesthetic and social developments, but also psychological, cultural and
ecological factors should be taken into consideration. Design has taken over art by its

power” (Bayazit, 2008:187).

Many phenomena that are in contact with the society and human beingsare
taken over by design. It is evident from the following quote that art is maybe one of

the most innocent among them:

“Human designs, like perceptions, are closely linked to thinking and speaking.
Designs allow people to break away from the reality of the moment, rebuild the
past and predict the future, and create physicalized objects and imaginary
products within certain limits. Therefore, designs take an important place in the
field of scientific knowledge, practical action and artistic activity of man. The
imagination of man, one of the most important driving forces of learning and
action, finds its source in these facts. Every activity of man is connected with

designs” (Buhr & Kosing, 1999:404).

It can be said that modernity brings itself into existence through concepts such
as universality, nationality, individuality, sociality, publicity, secularism, etc. In this
section of this study, it becomes obvious that these concepts evolve nowadays and
design leads this evolution, therefore, design becomes one of the major factors in

defining the social and political life. It is possible to say that propositions regarding
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how to create the meaning structure of a situation or how to represent this structure
indicates the main activity area of design. Because the explanation and using stages of
the data flow through the mediation of multimedia devices such as mobile phones,
computers and televisions, which turn out to be an area of expertise, and the complex
but systematic appearance of the production in industry, technology, society and art
can be diversified/positioned by being explained with the powerful existence of these

propositions.

The concept of “considering man as a machine, an automaton” was only a claim
by Leonardo in Renaissance, La Mettrie during the age of enlightenment, Russian
constructivism in the modern age, Bauhaus and many more art and design
movements. Today, this claim is about to be realized through the mediation of design.
Baudrillard stated; “man will design his own reproductions over and over again and
become an object that does not meet the reality by losing his humanity, and
eventually, become immortal in his own death and exist in his absence” (Akt: Artun,
2010:59). With the expression of Baudrillard, it can be stated that in every modern
capitalist mode of production, each area, where design has penetrated, has been
transformed into a design object with an exchange value. It can be said that the reality
almost does not exist and it cannot be comprehended by Baudrillard’s concepts of
“Reality” and “simulation”, but this research does not put forward such an assertion.
Baudrillard's relation with reality through design products is a superstructure
assessment. In this research, the intellectual and material production process of the
hegemonic and ideological power of communication (sub-structure), which is carried

by design, in other words, its social correspondence is examined.
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As a result of humans ‘unpreventable desire and agency of discovering their
sensual and emotional presence and measuring/evaluating them, the modern design
and communication disciplines of today need to understand and evaluate the
production and transference processes of knowledge. Because, it can be said that all
kinds of designable areas, which are penetrated by capitalist relations of production,
are shaped with this desire. According to Artun, the goal of the designers today is to
manage, transform and change the public space. For this reason, buildings transform
into commercial screens today and the architects design cities as a media that
transforms them into branding or marketing spaces. Apart from architectural
structures, the human body can also be designed and transformed into a commodity.
The body does not remain as a mark of brands, but it becomes an advertisement
object. The production and consumption relations within the capitalist economic and
social system aim to add a superior value to the design products, which can be
expressed as branding, and the institutions, which manage global capitalism, create
and manage complementary design processes from corporate identities to the smallest
products. The “symbolic values” and “show business”, which are created by the
brands that define the social relationships, play an active role in identifying people’s
identities. It can be seen in the social life today that even human rights are now parts
of “social responsibility” projects of design processes in branding attempts (Artun,

2009:66).

The definition of design indicates important areas that require explanation
regarding why it is reasonably difficult and requires a multilayered study to talk about
design, discuss it in the social plane, explain its daily determinative role and base

every action on scientific facts.
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“Design is a sensuous image of things (each design product) that are
considered with their various features and contexts. Unlike perception, design
is not the direct and momentary image of things (each design product) that
influence the sensory organs, but it is the reproduced perceptual image of

things that has been perceived before” (Buhr & Kosing, 1999:404).

It can be said that design is the determinant and executive of each surface that
constitutes every layer of social life, from an axe invented by man to produce his
economic life (a design product) to design models, in which he questions his own
existence. To be able to understand the concept of design, if we consider a couch as
an example: It is required to evaluate its function, the reasons, preferences, facts and
processes regarding it, through different relations in different layers. As a starting
point for making sense of the design product, any method in which the design concept
1s centered will not lead to the conclusion. Because, the conclusion will be the couch
itself again. The true method is to develop a dialectic thought regarding the existential
reason of this object, its image, production and consumption processes, and most
importantly, the human factor, by centering the design concept instead of the object

of design, with a dialectic understanding.

While the first time a glass (a design product) was used is considered to be an
invention, it can be said that, by developing the need of adding a handle to the glass
as a result of design awareness acquired in a specific amount of time, man has turned
it into a new design object with an activity that was experienced before. With the

historical materialism (dialectic) method, while it can be said that the glass, which is a
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design product, has come to existence as a result of previously experienced subjective
activities, it can also be stated that the glass should be evaluated with regard to the
capitalist relations of production such as the factory, raw material, commodity
character, added values, labor and working conditions, which define its production
conditions that make up the production process. It can be said that, it wouldn’t be
possible to discuss anything but its approaches about shape, function, aesthetics and
consumption, if the production process of the design product (the glass) was

disregarded. These areas of discussion are evaluated today as part of cultural studies.

In terms of relations of production, it can be said that design is the bearer and
determinant of the relations of production of the dominant class instead of placing the
society at the center of life (sub-structure). In other words, design bears and

determines its own unseen face.

In order to express design with Marx’s historical materialism method, the
subjective and the objective should be distinguished. It is a known fact that the
concepts that will be covered in this study later such as consciousness (subjective,
immaterial) and entity (objective, material) are basic starting points of philosophy.
Marx’s historical materialism method will be utilized as a guide in order to discuss
the social and cultural structures of the post-1960 era, which is in the scope of this
study, in terms of design, and the structures and processes that define a design
activity. In this direction, it can be stated that the subjective (post-structural, cultural,

idealistic) and the objective (human, society and historical) distinction should be
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made. Therefore, Marxian Analysis® will be determinative in the creation of the

theoretical background of this study.

2.2. The Objective and the Subjective in Terms of Materialist Philosophy

It can be said that the distinction between the subject and the object is seen as a
fundamental problem for Marx.This relationship between the subject and the object
itself can be considered as the necessity of a fundamental distinction that one is the
subjective, ie the conscious being, or the soul as the ideal being, and the other oneis

the objective, ie the truly existing natural being.

According to Marx’s historical materialist philosophy, which he built based on the

class-subject concept, “history, is the history of class struggles” (Marks, Engels,

* irfan Erdogan defines this analysis method as follows: “Marxian analysis is an analysis of the issues
related to the production of intellectual or material life, based on Marx's historical materialism approach.
(-..) The Marxian and Marx-inspired approaches are qualitative analyzes in terms of data collection and
evaluation. (...) Marx's Materialist method is the way in which man organizes his own life and creates
his own history; that is, Marx's understanding of human, society and history. This understanding puts
people in the center by stating that they do their own history in their own circumstances, not thought,
state or company. Man produces his material life at the same time with his intellectual, emotional and
religious life. Therefore, ideas, history, language, discourse and ideology are not active actors that
“shape people and things “apart from people. History, language, discourse and ideology are formed by
man. Man uses this language, discourse and ideology not only to express himself but also to shape
himself. (...) In a Marxian analysis, the idea that language, discourse or ideology defines the human and
life is considered to be false, as it is a product of idealistic philosophy. This does not necessarily mean
that, all the analyses based on idealistic philosophy (for example post-structural and cultural studies)
are false. It cannot be claimed that the explanations that are made and maintained based on ideological
and cultural practices, such as consumption society, mindless consumption, emotional or intellectual
environments created by casting images on reality, are false. On the other hand, it is incorrect that
language is the determinant of the society, human, truth and human life. It is also incorrect for another
abstract unit (mind, language, discourse) to substitute the theological creation theory, which has been
maintained for thousands of years. Language and ideology cannot do anything, because they are not
live actors. The actor is the man who shapes himself and others by his language, thought and ideology
as well as being shaped by others. For example, cigarettes cannot kill people, unless produced and
smoked. Marx accepts the ideology in the “cigarettes kill” discourse, but does not limit “killing” with
thought or any action related to the end-product (smoking). Marx deals with “killing” in the historical
relations of production, which extends from the production of cigarettes to the use of cigarettes, and
where cigarettes are produced. Is this reductionism or is it reductionism to blame the cigarette and the
smoker by saying “cigarettes kill’?” (Erdogan, 2012: 135-137)
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2013:75). In this context, it can be said that the will of the social entity, which
constitutes the history, must be in a structure within the class struggle. According to
Ongen, in order to transform the link between the existence of the class and the
developments in class production into a scientific expression, Marx expressed the
concepts as a new history and understanding of society, and in the form of historical

materialism and scientific socialism (Ongen, 2002).

Marx argued that the mutual determination of the relationship between human
consciousness and material living conditions brought other questions. The
development of class-consciousness can only be achieved by having a command on
the historical knowledge of the capitalist economic system, because the concept of
class is a manifestation of the will of social producers in a scientific structure. Such a
manifestation is only possible by determining the distinction between the subject and
the object. “It is realized that the human will that creates the material world is also a
product of the material world. For Marx, struggle is the essence of dialectic, which is

the collection of unities and oppositions” (cited in. Ongen, 2002).

Lukacs, clearly states Marx’s conditions that allow establishing a relationship
between theory and practice in his book, History and Class Consciousness (1972).
According to Marx, it is not enough for thought to strive for self-realization; thought
should strive towards itself in reality. For the unification of theory and practice,
consciousness must establish such a relationship with reality. In order for this idea to
take place, the decisive step of the historical process towards the necessary progress
must be the birth of consciousness. The fact that a class can understand itself has the

same meaning as understanding the society as a whole. He states that the unity of
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theory and practice could be possible in a historical situation where that class is both
the subject and the object of knowledge. Such a situation emerged when the working
class took its place in history (Marx, 2011:67). The class struggle forms of the
revolutionist period and the idea of history, which begin with the rise of the
bourgeoisie, develop in a single stream. This idea, i.e. dialectic, is not limited to just
searching for the meaning of the existing, but reaches to the knowledge of the
disappearance of all that exists, and every separation within its movement disappears

(Debord, 2012:69).

According to Marx, an essentialist distinction cannot be made between the subject
and the object, because the relation that the subject establishes with the object is not a
theoretical but a practical relationship (Marks, Engels, 2013:120). The subject in a
practical relationship with the object may not be considered as an entity of
consciousness. The concept of subject can be expressed as an entity that emphasizes
the awareness of the objects performed by the activities (praxis) and becomes
conscious as it interacts with the activity. From this, it can be expressed as the
practical activities of the subject on the object as the priority that interacts the subject
and object. The state of the subject and the object also becomes important in the sense
of the decisiveness of the subject’s practical actions that express its relationship with
the object. According to Marx, the theoretical relationship with the object is not a
direct relation in terms of the subject and the object. The subject forms its unity by
establishing a practical relationship with the object with its physical and mental
power. This activity reaches the consciousness of the unity that it establishes with the

object, so this activity allows the subject to be shaped as much as it shapes the object
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(Marx, Engels, 2013:90). According to Marx, the concept that is intended to be

referred to as the subject can be thought of as a human phenomenon.

It is a known fact that the idea of historical materialism is based on a material
foundation of social change. The historical materialism approach, which considers
factors that have the powers of effect and action, regardless of the demands of human,
and which defines elements that have the properties of effects of human demands and
actions under “objective and subjective” categories, examines the relations and
contradictions defined in these categories (Marx, Engels, 2013:83). The relationship
between the subject and the object itself emerges as a form of the relationship
between mind and matter, and nature and consciousness within the social movement
in terms of philosophy. What is important in this relationship is its environment of
existence, in other words, the content and form of the laws of operation and the
degree of activity on the social life. The concept of objective involves all of the
beings of the material world which are subjects to human actions and thoughts, and
which form the basis for them, reveal their effectiveness and determine their
boundaries. The concept of subjective expresses objective issues and the properties
gained by human and the society, who act to influence the movement of objects

(Cubukgu, 1994:76).

Instead of the self-evolving dialectical movement of thought, Marx and Engels
put forward the real movement that arises from the development of the productive
forces in history and the conditioning of these forces by the contradictions between
the relations of production. They do not regard this idea as a doctrine, but rather as a

materialist science. They expressed “the specific form” of science by an idealist
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dialectic from Hegel (Marx, 2011). It is stated that the socialized people are
transformed into ideas as the idea of the real “subject as an object” in the historical
process. Today, it is stated that the socialized people are transformed into a
“materialist” form as an “objectified” part of reality. In this direction, the
“contradiction” between the relations of production and the productive forces
emerges in a specific “objectified” form. This form appears in the contradictory ways
of thinking and class struggle of opposing classes conditioned by the economic
structure of society. The “contradiction”, which is only determined by idealist
dialectic between reality and conceptuality, can now be terminated on the level of
reality with the thinking subject’s “action” of self-contradiction, which it directs to its
social basis. The essence of Marxian dialectics is the possible overlap or
identification between the proletariat, which is expressed as the thought of the
historical subject, and the action. This essence makes this dialectic a revolutionary

and activist method (Korsch, 1991:15).

According to Marx, the contradiction between the productive forces and the
relations of production prepares the material-objective conditions of the revolution.
The concept of productive force involves the production tools and objects on the one
hand, and on the other hand, the human knowledge and experience using them as well
as technology. In this thought, Marx primarily emphasizes the productive power or
the working class. Today, the working class is a material force in the contradiction
that forms the basis of social change and transformation. To the extent that its
consciousness and will reaches the level of organization representing this

fundamental contradiction of consciousness and will, it will complete the material-
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objective foundations of the revolution and the objective conditions (Cubukeu,

1994:84).

According to Marx, human is a natural being with a bodily existence. The
universality of man manifests itself in that universality that in practice, makes the
whole nature its own non-organic body, because nature is primarily a direct mean of
living as well as a tool and object of the activity of living. Nature is the non-organic
body of man. While creating an objective world with its practical activity, man
processes the non-organic nature and aims to reveal that he is a conscious being. By
processing the objective world, man proves to have a kind of existence. Nature makes
man’s work and reality visible through this method of production and the production
itself. From this point of view, the aim of labor is to objectify the species life of man

(Marx, 2014:82).

Marx does not accept the notion that the dialectical relationship between the subject
and the object arises from each other. Marx argues that materialist dialectics have two
equally valuable dimensions. First, criticizing Hegel's idealism, he states that the
notion of consciousness is in fact human consciousness and takes part in the social
structure as a part of it. Second, criticizing Feuerbach's concept of materialism, he
states that existence, which is the object of philosophy, is a human and social reality,
and not an abstract, natural being (Marks, 2014: 155-159). In other words,
consciousness can be expressed as the consciousness of people. Existence can be

expressed as the conscious social existence.
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According to the prediction of idealism, beings and objects are formed in
thought and consciousness manifests itself in this context. Marx expresses the

relationship between idealism and consciousness and subject as follows:

“If beings and objects are considered as entities of thought, the subject is
always being conscious or self-conscious. More precisely, the object always
appears in the form of abstract consciousness, while the human appears to be
only self-conscious. Thus, the distinct forms of alienation that arise are only
different forms of consciousness and self-consciousness. The abstract
consciousness in itself (the figure in which the object is understood) is only a
point of separation and self-consciousness. Similarly, what appears to be the
result of the movement is the identification of consciousness, with self-
consciousness. It is the movement of abstract thought that is no longer directed
to the outside and transformed in its own. So, the result is the dialectic of pure

thought” (Marks, 2014:163).

Marx expresses the historical materialist conception of consciousness, subject
and existence relationship mentioned above as follows in his “1844 Manuscripts™:
The notions of thought and existence are separate from each other, but they are also in
unity. Specific historical conditions have to be fulfilled in order to assert the
dialectical unity of consciousness and existence, concept and content, subject and
object (Marks, 2014:87). Subjective doings are not mechanical results of objective
conditions. Differences in objective conditions; ideas, philosophies, beliefs do not
change by themselves. In no case, the material condition suddenly and simultaneously

creates the unique forms of thought (Cubukc¢u, 1994:86). Marx and Engels express
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that the determinative force in the history of human life is the production of material
life and states that the economic structures' determination is the fundamental aspect of

this.

People have to participate in the struggles that have created labor and history,
so they have to revise their current relations (which they purified from their illusions).
Even though the latest subconscious metaphysical approach considers the productive
progress, which it uses to express itself through its history, as an object of history, this
historical process has no other object but itself. The subject of history cannot go
beyond the living creature that produces itself, becomes the owner of the world

history and exists as the consciousness of its own game (Debord, 2012:69).

According to Marx, “once the theory embraces the masses, it becomes a
material power” (Marx, 2014:158). According to this, when a certain thought / idea is
not only individual but begins to gain a social character, it also begins to express itself
through a social action. The subjective intentions that have manifested themselves in
an idea, theory or thought become an objective power as a form of expression they
later gain. The concept of “theory” that is expressed here refers to all kinds of
thoughts, beliefs, and ideas. The term “material power “refers to the fact that the
thoughts and designs gain an “objective” quality under the condition thatthey are a
part of the everyday life of the masses, an answer to their true needs (Cubukgu,

1994:82).

From the point of view of man, the act of working is a process, in which man

and nature share their existence, and where manstart, regulate and control the material
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effects between him and nature. Man defines himself as a force of nature by using his
arms, legs, head and hands to control the nature's own products in a form that can be
expressed as “artificial necessity”. In this way, while acting on the outside world and
changing nature, he also changes his nature. It is hard to perceive the time period
between the situation where man's own workforce is expressed as a commodity and
the situation in which human labor experiences the first instinctive process (Marx,
Engels, Lenin, 2006:106). Man organizes a design activity by taking the products of
nature into its own control, and by this design activity, he / she starts to shape and
create himself and his environment in accordance with the level of pre-acquired
consciousness. Man starts the design process from his / her point of view and creates
a level of consciousness with historical development. The level of consciousness that
evolves throughout the history of humanity and the developing design approach in

this sense is now a context of the capitalist economic system.

It is known that a design product according to the concept of commodification
(exchange value), which is foreseen by Marx, must enter into a change process

depending on the production in order to gain exchange-value.

This change is especially felt during the 18th and 19th centuries in the United
Kingdom, with the rapid development of industrialization, not only in the West but
also all over the world. According to Kumar, with the industrialization, the western
countries gained “superiority” over other countries and at the same time they were at
the center of the capitalist economic system. The concept of bourgeois industry
created by the capitalist economic system has become a center of power which

intensively suppresses the resistance of people, who have not been able to make their
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industrialization move and who are mostly poor and agricultural societies, along with
their commodities, The image of modernity emerges to a great extent by industrial
elements, and these images can be as dangerous as they are indispensable(Kumar,
2013:104).As Marx, Engels, Lenin stated, it may be necessary to exemplify in all the
processes in which profound changes in the form of labor occur, in order to better
understand the relationship between the commodification of human labor in the
capitalist economic system and the situation where human labor experiences the first
instinctive process. A spider weaves its web like a weaver. A bee builds its
honeycomb cells like an architect. What differentiates an architect from a bee; the
architect builds it in his head before actually building a structure. At the end of each
work process, it can be said that this process has been established as a design in the
mind, or design is built in the human consciousness as a subjective thought.
According to Marx, “Not only does man change the form of the material object he is
working on, but he also realizes his purpose, which puts his own style of producing
work in a certain law, and to which he has to attach his own will” (Marx, 1966:173).
The object of design, which appears as a pre-acquired design in human
consciousness, is produced in the context of existing capitalist relations of production
and in this context, it can be said that the concept of wage labor, which is expressed

in terms of design, is the result of the relations of production.

From the Industrial Revolution to the present, it can be stated that people
witnessed changes / transformations in all areas of life, especially in art and academic
life. The design products that emerged in this process, that is, everything that
constitutes the living space of the people, is organized by a designer and tries to

convey a reflection of their subjectivity to every object around them. According to
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Foster, this meaning attributed to the object is “(...) at the same time, design is one of
the main actors that draws us into the system of today’s consumerism, which creates
almost a whole, is only about desire. It is strange that this desire seems almost
complete today. A superficial narcissism, the idolization of the subject, which is also

its own potential destruction” (Foster, 2015:43).

One of the important roles of design objects that can be said to surround human
life is the creation of aesthetized life, and thus the object being made desirable. With
these subjective experiences, it can be said that the function of the design object
remains in the background and the objects of desire are produced. In the aesthetic
theory associated with the concept of beauty, it can be said that object and aesthetic
object phenomena intertwine today. It can be stated that aesthetic phenomenon has an
idealistic essence in the context of all design products. It is a known fact that
aesthetics is based on the determination of the judgments about the beautiful, unlike
the philosophy of art. In this area, the questions of what is the source of beauty and
what is beautiful form the fields of study, and these questions can bring with them an
arrangement that can be attached with ontological approaches. It can be stated that the
reason for this is both the source of the beautiful and the questions asked about what
it is. According to Foster, the present activity area of the design is not only in
architectural projects or art events, but in everything; from all kinds of clothes to
genetic structures of people (Foster, 2015:33). Thus, it is a known idea that aesthetical
thought is not limited to philosophical debates, but it is in control of trade with the
capitalist economic system. The modern man lives in the design universe.

Environment, clothes, human body, soul, nerve, sexuality, activities in daily life are
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effective designs. What people look like, their identities and subjectivities have

become objects of design (Artun, 2010:59).

Plekhanov states that an idealistic way of thinking, which claims the perpetuity
of beauty, cannot go beyond separating art from human, ignoring the social reality
and evading the powerful by idolizing the beautiful. He indicates that art copies life
and the ideal of a “beautiful life” is different for different classes. The understanding
of life is associated with beauty. From this thought, it can be deduced that life is
actually different for classes, for their economic statuses are different. The concepts
of life and beauty change according to the process of economic development of

society (Plekhanov, 1987:12).

Lunacharsky has reacted to the concept of subjectivity in terms of the
phenomenon of art as follows: The reaction that can be formed against subjectivity in
art, which is a reflection of the characteristics of the bourgeois culture that brings
individualism into the forefront, is based on a structure with an increasing effect that
brings new social principles with it. In other words, it has to get its strength from the
proletariat. The direct effect of the proletariat has been much less favorable in the
field of fine arts and music than literature. The reaction to subjectivism in the fields of
music and fine arts havecome up with a larger impact in parallel with the reactions in
the fields of politics and literature (Lunacharsky, 2000:128). Engels argues that the
social meaning of art is a valuable phenomenon and argues that the determinant of the
value of a work is the inherent social meaning of the work rather than the creator's
intent (cited in. Jay, 2014:279). According to Adorno “Artists” works, like their lives,

appear “free” from the outside. The artwork is neither a reflection of the soul nor the
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incarnation of the Platonic idea. It is a force field between the subject and the object

rather than being pure entity” (Adorno, 2014:83).

Before Marx's concept of Historical Materialism, the artistic formation that
appears to be in the mysterious splendor of individual mind, coincidence and
inexpressibility, appears to be a form of humanitarian activity, which, according to
Plekhanov, has become compatible with the laws of social development. According
to him, this activity should be explained in a scientific expression. Plekhanov
expresses the relation between art and scientific aesthetics in his work called “Art and
Social Life” as follows: “as art revives life, scientific aesthetics (a correct art theory)
couldhave only gained a solid foundation when a true understanding of life emerged”
(Plekhanov, 1987:98). According to Plekhanov, the concept of scientific aesthetics is
against the pure aesthetic conception that claims to be free of material possibilities
and to have found the perpetual rules of beauty. According to him, art, literature and
criticism are tied to social formations. Although art products are related to social
relations, with the changes in social relations, there is a change in the aesthetical
tastes of the people and, as a result, a change in the designer's products. Plekhanov
argues that it is wrong to think that art only expresses people's feelings. According to
him, art should express both emotions and thoughts of people. At the same time, he
argues that it should express them with images, not through abstraction (Plekhanov,
1987:89-102). According to Marx, the periods of rapid development in art (art
movements) do not always act in the same direction with the periods of economic
development, but they carry a value, which is beyond the civilization that produces
them, and a subjective attraction. According to Marx the concept of aesthetics must

emphasize the historical basis of property, classes and forms of ideology. On the
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other hand, art should be considered as a tool to represent the world, a means of
knowing, a social bond, a class weapon, a human enrichment, a state of
consciousness, an expression of social reflection (cited in. Freville & Plekhanov,

1991:18-19).

It can be stated that each design product that is constructed within the concept
of subjective thinking is an activity based on personal interpretation that highlights
emotions and thoughts. It can be said that the design process of each design product is
actually a subjective state, and this process becomes a concrete entity after it becomes
a design product. Design products that can be considered as subjective experiences
during the design process can be said to become an objective structure after
emergence. The way to demonstrate the prediction of a design product that can be
expressed as “true” would be possible with the harmony of form and content, function

and expression, subjective and objective elements.

In this section, the objective and subjective concepts of materialist philosophy are
discussed in terms of design. In terms of the scope and limitations of this study, it is
aimed to express the different dimensions (art, design and aesthetics) of the objective
and the subjective through the implications of idealist and materialist philosophy. It
can be said that the visual design products to be discussed within the scope of this
study will be handled with a historical materialist approach, and that the objective and
the subjective should be considered in this sense. According to Erdogan, in Marx's
historical materialist approach, thought and economy are not the determinants of life
.The situation that is related to how the intellectual and material life is produced

(which is the objective) is the determinant of life. The idea that reason, language,
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discourse, or ideology (a different abstract concept) determines the living conditions
of humans is not accepted in materialist approach because it is an inference of the

idealist philosophy (Erdogan, 2012:136).

2.3. Dialectic Materialism

Dialectic derives from the word “dialego”, which means speaking in Ancient
Greek. Unlike the previous meaning of the dialectic, it was expressed as the art of
reaching the truth by revealing the contradictions in the claim of the addressee and
overcoming these contradictions (McClennen, 2004:29). The dialectical method of
thought sees the events in nature in a continuous movement and change. This method
can be expressed as allowing the dialectic understanding of nature as a result of the
mutual interactions between the opposing forces. Stalin states that the essence of
dialectical materialism is constructed in an exact opposite position to metaphysics

(Stalin, 1974:9).

According to the dialectical thought, no event in nature can be understood on its
own, apart from the events around it. In contrast, it is possible to understand and
explain every event which is thought to be conditioned by the events around it and its
surroundings. Dialectic, unlike metaphysics, is based on the idea that nature is not in
a state of calmness and immobility, stagnation and immutability, that something is
always born and developed, and that there is a continuous movement and change, a
constant renewal and development. The materials in nature and the reflections of

these materials in the human mind are dealt with mainly in terms of their
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interrelations and the conditions of birth and extinction of their mutual relations

(Engels, 2006:29).

At the point where the dialectic comes from, the idea of design, the Frankfurt
School, and the “critical theory” approaches of Horkheimer, who is one of the
founders of this school, will be covered. The Frankfurt School, founded in 1923,
continued its work based on Marxist approaches in the period following its founding.
However, in the 1960s, the approach of this school has altered from historical
materialist method to an approach that gives more importance to structure, discourse,
language and post-modern approaches. Horkheimer states that his determination of
the dialectic of history emerged from his metaphysics, which was Hegel's way of
explaining (the Absolute Nous). It can be said that deviations in Hegel's dialectic
concept have been revealed by the Frankfurt School through the ideological
indicators of the capitalist system.It can be said that Marx's economic-political
critique and Hegelian Marxism form the basis of “critical society” theory.It can be
said that the transition from philosophy to social theory through the “critical theory”
made the critique of ideology, which is the main area of Frankfurt School,
possible. The word "critical", which can be expressed as an output of the Frankfurt
School, “is not used in the sense of the idealist critique of reason but in the sense of

the dialectical critique of political economy” (Slater, 1998:62).

The “Critical Theory” can be thought of as a doctrine of the Frankfurt School
against the dominant approaches (anti-positivism). To express the effects on society,
Marcuse states as follows: “German Idealism uses bourgeois society as a model to

present its concept of universality. In this sense its theories bring a New validation of
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social slavery” (Slater, 1998:75). It is a well-known judgment that Horkheimer does
not accept Hegel's metaphysical designs and his claim for absolute truth. Horkheimer
made the following statement about metaphysicians in his book “Twilight”: “(...) I
don't know how right metaphysicians are; perhaps there is a very powerful and
effective metaphysical system or fragment somewhere. But I know that
metaphysicians are often unaffected by the suffering of people” (Horkheimer,
1990:81). Horkheimer, made his most important critique of Hegel's metaphysics as
follows: The acknowledgment that all knowledge is the self-knowledge of the infinite
subject is, in other words, the acknowledgement that identity exists between the
subject and the object, which is based on the basic priority of the absolute subject,
and the mind and matter (Horkheimer, 1990:48). Horkheimer criticizes metaphysical
events and ideas which are expressed as determinations of the idealistic philosophy. It
can be said that in his critique, he criticizes ignoring the expression of social concepts
such as social justice and social class by creating obscurity on people with
metaphysical events. According to Erdogan, “identity” and “class” are not two
scientific categories. “Class” is one of the indicators of identity. The class-based
approach is about the capitalist and working-class relations of the structure that comes
along with relations of production and it is maintained in this direction (Erdogan,

2012:135).

Horkheimer expresses the relations between thought, nous and economic
conditions with these words;
“Nous can recognize itself neither in nature nor in history. Even the nous
cannot be identical with reality, even if there was not a questionable

abstraction. Actually, there is no such thing as an absolute “thought”. There
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are only specific thoughts of concrete people, which are based on the social-
economic conditions that they have. There is no “existence”. To the contrary,

“what exists has a quantity”.” (Jay, 2014:100).

Horkheimer, who opposes the theory of identity, also indirectly criticizes the re-
emergence of Lukacs' History and Class Consciousness.For the Lukacs, the
proletariat was both the subject and the object of history. He states the metaphysical
proposition that is the basis of the historical subject-object identity assumption: “The
proletariat, seen as the identity of the subject and the object of the real history of
humanity, is not a materialist realization that transcends the idealist thought
structures” (Lukacs, 1998:23). The positivists did not accept the claims of Hegel's
philosophy of the absolute nous that are based on existence, not allowing the mind to
make any right or wrong judgments about the real. This led to excessive pre-judgment
and exaltation of facts unilaterally. Horkheimer defended the possibility of a
dialectical social science instead of metaphysical systematization and antinomic’
empiricism. This dialectical social science thought was separated from the theory of
identity, but it would also give the observer the right to go beyond the data of
experience. Critical Theory's superiority over the aforementioned considerations is

mainly to go beyond two alternative ideas (cited in. Jay, 2014:102).

It is a wide known idea that Hegel's concept of absolute nous is the source of
change, which defines his idealism. Idealistically, it can be said that the mind is the
defender and determiner of everything in the universe. At the same time, it can be

expressed as a thought that connects all existing things to thought and derives from it,

? It can be expressed as the incompatibility of the two laws in reality or superficially.
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that there is no objective reality other than thought, that there is no material reality.
Hegel's dialectical idealism is emphasized as a need of society to concentrate on the
production process. According to Hegel, "work" is the product of labor. Idealist
analysis states that work exists as a whole within the social space, and that this reality

is not merely an individual relationship for the producer (cited in. Slater, 1998:73).

When Marx and Engels describe their dialectical methods, they often say that
they are formulated by the formulation of the Hegelian dialectic, but it does not mean
that the doctrine of Marx and Engels is the same as the Hegelian dialectic. It can be
said that by purifying his dialectical concept from Hegel's idealist structure, Marx
developed its rational essence and created a modern scientific form. Marx expresses

how his dialectical method is differentiated from Hegel’s as follows:

“My dialectical method is not only fundamentally different from Hegel's, but its
opposite. According to Hegel, the process of thinking, which is transformed into
an independent subject under the name of ‘ide’, is the reflector of reality, and
the reality is the external-eventual form of the ‘ide’. For me, on the contrary,
the process of thinking is nothing more than the material world that is reflected
in the human mind and transforms into thought forms.” (Marx, Engels,

2013:96).

According to Stalin the dialectical method should not be considered as the
process of development, circles, a rotating movement on the circle, or the simple
repetition of past events; but it should be known as a continuous and advanced

movement, a development from the simple to the complex, from low to high, from a
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former qualification to a new qualification. It is a correct orientation of the study of
social life and social history within the basic thinking structure of the dialectical
method. With the idea that events in the world are separate from each other and not
all by themselves, it is clear that all these social systems and social movements in
history cannot be evaluated in terms of “infinite justice” or other preconceptions, if

they mutually condition each other (Stalin, 1974:13).

The idealist philosophy claims that the world is the product of the senses and
thoughts together with the things that exist on it. Lenin explains this contradictory
situation, which brings to mind the questioning, “to whom did the emotions and

thoughts belong”, for millions of years in the world when no life existed, as follows:

“In a time of world history, natural science has proved that no one was present
and could not be present. Organic matter is the product of a long evolution. In
this direction, matter is essential and thought, consciousness, senses are the

products of a very high development” (Lenin, 2001:86)

According to Lenin, natural science “has unceasingly proven that thought is a
function of the brain, that the senses, the images of the outside world, occur within us
as a result of things affecting our senses” (cited in. Boguslavsky, et al., 1995:37).
Historical materialist practice can express the relationship between consciousness and
brain as follows: While consciousness is a phenomenon connected to the human
brain, the brain is not dependent on consciousness. According to Lenin, the
relationship between sensation, consciousness and the outside world is the

transformation of the external warning energy into a fact of consciousness. This
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transformation has been observed by people millions of times everywhere. The point
where the idealist philosophy was mistaken was not to accept sensation as a
relationship between consciousness and the outside world, but to accept
consciousness as a wall separating consciousness from the outside world (Lenin,

2001:58).

Idealism states that only our consciousness exists, that the material world,
existence, and nature only take place in our ideas and perceptions of our senses. On
the other hand, materialist philosophy accepts the material as an objective reality that
exists and independent of our consciousness. Material can be expressed as the source
of all senses' ideas and consciousness. Consciousness is a reflection of the material.
The brain is an organ of thought and the separation of thought from the material is a

big mistake (Lenin, 2001:391).

According to Ollman, dialectic has existed in different forms since the first
appearance of human beings in the world, because the life of humanity always
contains important elements of change and interaction. Our environment, as a whole,
has inevitably always had a limitation and determinism on what is happening in it.
The moment or the time frame called today has emerged from what existed yesterday,
contains the possibilities of yesterday and will determine the possibilities of
tomorrow. In order to increase the positive effects of this situation in their lives, and
to minimize the harmful effects of the situation, humans tried to produce a number of
concepts and ways of thinking that would help them understand what is going on in
their world, especially the continuity of change and interaction, the effects on the

components of any system and the intertwined nature of the past, present and future.
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This endeavor of human beings has left us a very rich and highly volatile dialectical

tradition of thought that is still waiting to be discovered (Ollman, 2015:17).

Marx created his own dialectical thinking from his own observations and
experiences of capitalism, which had not yet reached full maturity, and by being
inspired from important figures in the field of philosophy, such as Epicurus, Aristotle,
Spinoza, Leibniz, and especially Hegel, who was still alive at the time. At this point,
it is necessary to express the basic characteristics of capitalism that distinguish it from
previous class societies. Capitalism unites all general life activities, the laws of
humanitarian value and money as the single power that these laws brings together
under a one-way organic system. Capitalism can also be said to be distinguished from
its previous class societies, to the extent that it tries to conceal or deny its important
success. The capitalist system has made people, who are subject to it, focus more on
specific issues such as a person, a place, a job that is involved in their lives, and
prevented them from seeing what kind of an interrelation the particular have. Thus, it
has caused all the constants that constitute the social life and concepts such as class,
class struggle, alienation, etc., which are all caused by the particular interrelations, to

be ignored (Ollman, 2015:17).

It can be stated that as the idea of dialectical understanding of nature makes all
kinds of nature philosophy unnecessary and impossible, history's Marxist
interpretation practice also draws a line between philosophy and science in the field
of history. According to the general view on this new conception, that is, dialectical
materialism, the concept of philosophy can be expressed as a general view of the

general universe based on a specific interpretation of the relationship between the
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soul and matter. Dialectical materialism, above all, can be said to be a guide for the

way society operates and for the production of material life.

It may be necessary to focus on the first conception of dialectics in addressing
the concept of historical materialism (dialectical materialism), which Marx formed by
drawing a certain line on metaphysical philosophy (idealism). According to
Kivilcimli, while the material world is called the being and the spiritual world is
called thought, the outer world, expressed as existence, can be expressed as an
objective entity outside our thought. It can be stated that without thought, we cannot
comprehend existence and the concept of existence is a subjective understanding of
our thinking. In this case, it can be said that existence and thought are both objective
and subjective. Dialectics can be expressed as a science examining the laws of the
most general movement of the universe, regardless of thought and existence.
Dialectics identifies the laws of general motion of thought and existence. As it is not
right to refer to sociology as a philosophy of society or philosophy of history, it
would be wrong to express dialectics as philosophy of existence or philosophy of

thought (Kivileimli, 1974:9-12).

Two different types of bourgeois knowledge theory see the source of
knowledge as senses and thoughts. They also abstract these aspects of individual
experience in the real material process of human activity they emerge from. In
contrast, dialectical materialism, investigates where knowledge is actually born:
human beings' social existence and their interactions with each other and nature
(Cornforth, 2009, 101). Stalin states the political definition of people’s social

existence as follows: “4 society’s existence and the living conditions in the society
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defines the ideas, theories, political views and political institutions of that society”
(Stalin, 1974:24). Regarding this subject, Marx states, “It is not the consciousness
that determines the existence of human beings, but the social existence determines

their consciousness” (Marx, 2011:27).

In his “1844 Manuscripts”, Marx discussed the criticism of Hegelian dialectic
by Feuerbach, who was a philosophical and moral scientist. Marx bases his thoughts,
which he defines as Feuerbach’s success, on the following ideas: Philosophy is
nothing more than thought and transformed into thought, and thus human essence has
to be forced to be alienated as another form of existence. Marx argues that the social
relations of humans are the basic principle of Feuerbach's theory, and that real
materialism and real science are formed accordingly. It opposes the negation of the
negation, which claims that the absolute and the self-supporter are positive and
positively self-based. “Feuerbach describes the Hegelian dialectic as follows (and
thus justifies his commencement with positive, sensuousness): Hegel bases his
dialectic on the alienation of the essence, the absolute and stagnant abstraction. In

simple words, he bases it on religion and religion science” (Marx, 2014,158).

Lenin reflected a materialist view of the natural sciences as a reflection of the
outside world. In this context, he expressed the relationship between materialism and

idealism as follows:

“Materialism is the acceptance of the ‘object in itself” and the object outside
the mind. In this sense, thoughts and sensations are copies or reflections of

these objects. The opposing idea (idealism) suggests that these objects will not
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exist ‘without the mind’. Objects are a combination of sensations” (Lenin,

2001:26).

Marx defines the essence of historical materialism in the preface of his work
“Contribution to the Critique of Political Econom)y”: People establish certain
relationships that are not necessarily dependent on their will among themselves in the
social production of their existence. These relations of production are similar to a
certain degree of development of the material productive forces of people. All of
these production relations are the determinants of the economic structure of society.
The mode of production of material life generally conditioned the social and
intellectual life process. The forces of material production of the society are in
contradiction to existing relations of production or property relations, so that
relationships, which shape the productive forces, become their barriers. In these
circumstances, the age of social revolution begins. This change in the economic base
disrupts the upper structure. In examining these upheavals, it is necessary to
understand the economic, political, religious, artistic or philosophical conditions as
well as the conditions of economic production and the differentiation in the
ideological forms in which people become aware of this conflict and carry it to the
end. To give an example, just as one cannot be given a judgment according to the idea
he thinks about himself, such judgment cannot be made by taking into account the
self-evaluation of this period. On the contrary, it is necessary to explain these
evaluations by the contradictions of material life and the conflict between the social
productive forces and the relations of production (Marx, 2011:40). This is how the

doctrine of Marxist materialism applied to society and social history are expressed.
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It is a known fact that Marx, in the final stage of Hegel's dialectical method,
took his essence to a materialist structure, freeing it from its idealist structure.
Dialectical materialism, intended to be applied by Marx to the life of society and the
history of society, will constitute the synthesis as a result in terms of questioning and
understanding the social values with the thesis and antithesis. In line with the
consciousness and social relations accepted by many thinkers who adopt many
materialistic forms of thought, it is a known idea that historical materialism (Marx)
claims that the “social relationships people have define their lives, not their own

consciousness”.

The effect of the design phenomenon on social consciousness, just like social
relations, can be acknowledged in the light of the materialist way of thinking. I t can
be seen that visual design products that affect the public consciousness in the context
of the design phenomenon considered within the scope of the study create a very
strong communication activity. the reflections of visual design products on the society
that directly affect society such as people's tastes, decision mechanisms, informing
habits, consumption habits can be seen. It will be argued that the existence of design
activity has been an undeniable fact for thousands of years and that the present
capitalist economic system is an instrument of the most powerful production and

consumption relations in order to reproduce itself.

It will be revealed that the concept of design can be separated from the
capitalist shell by the method of dialectical materialism. It will also be discussed what
the concept of design, which is detached from its social values, actually serves, and

how it provides this service. For example, if we want to develop a thought about the
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design and function of any food packaging, which is a design product we encounter
almost every day, the question of how the subject can be dealt with by the dialectical
method can be expressed as follows: In the thesis, it can be said that the duty of
packaging is to carry, store and provide information about its contents. In contrast to
this, it can be said in the antithesis that the design of the package is designed to affect
the consumption and decision-making of people. The packaging may not contain
information regarding the health effects due to consumption of this product or the
information may be incomplete. It can be stated that sub-assessments of the design of
the packaging are ignored for certain technical limitations and for the maximization
of consumption. The resulting synthesis is; in general, the design concept of food
packaging is intended to guide people to consume more than to provide information
about the product. It can be said that the visual design of the packaging has a positive
effect on human consciousness towards people's tastes, decision-making mechanisms,
informing and consumption habits, but with a dialectical point of view, it can be said
that a wrong consciousness has been created on people by conscious and incomplete

or incorrect design arrangements.

The fact that Marx took over dialectics from Hegel by pushing aside its
idealist shell, taking only its rational essence and shaping it in terms of modern
science was discussed in this chapter before. In the previous part of this study, the
materialistically objective and subjective’has been dealt with a historical materialist
examination. It is important within the scope of this study that a packaging design is
evaluated with in a historical materialist manner, apart from a dialectical method.

Placing a fruit that can be found in nature on its own in the context of capitalist

‘See 2.1.3
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production relations, putting it into a design product causes a number of question
marks when the historical materialist approach is applied. In what conditions

(cultivation, packaging) a fruit in its natural state becomes a design object can be
inquired in a wide range, in the context of production relations, from agricultural

production to city life, health problems and production relations.

A materialist perspective (cultural studies, public relations, marketing
departments) is likely to discuss concepts such as the naturalness of the product in
this package, the quality of the package/its limitation/shelf life, and marketing
aesthetics. From the historical materialist point of view, however, the object is
evaluated in the historical relations of production from the production of fruit juice to
the use of fruit juice. The answer to the question of why packaging of fruit juice, a
design product, is produced cannot be expected to be “so that everyone can drink
fresh and natural fruit juice”. Many questions are taken into consideration such as the
farm, farmer, farmer's living conditions, the owner of the factory where the product is
processed, the factory workers, the factory owner's relations with the dominant class,
and the product being placed on the shelves. It can be stated that the historical / social
conditions that determine the production of labor (wage labor), which can be stated as
one of the most important concepts in terms of production relations, should be dealt

with by a design-specific examination.

2.4. The Concept of Commodity in Terms of Design Products

From the standpoint of design products, it can be said that, before examining the

phenomena of using and exchange value in order to express the concept of
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commodity, Marx's theory of surplus value, which he uses to express the process of
production of capitalism (the movement of capital and the process of production)
must be explained. “Capital” is one of the most important works in which Marx
expresses the ways in which capitalism operates. The working plan of this book deals
with all the facts that must be embodied to understand capitalism in a concrete way
and to be reconstructed in a theoretical sense. “Surplus-Value Theories” can be
defined as a critical analysis of the judgments of bourgeois economists on the ways in
which they perceive capitalism. According to Marx, with the evaluation of bourgeois
economists (Adam Smith, David Ricardo, etc.), their approach to the concept of
surplus-value is taken as a reference, and in this respect surplus-value theories are
based on a comprehensive critique of bourgeois political economy. The economists
who adopt the bourgeois political economy in the historical process seek the basis of
surplus-value outside the labor-process and reflect the orientation of the classes that

hold the ownership of the means of production.

Marx stresses that the two elements that come together in the production process,
like labor and capital, represent two totally different and opposing classes in order to
be able to express that workers' labor is lost in a commodity (Marx, 1998:142).
Therefore, what distinguishes Marx from previous economists can be expressed as the
fact that he considers production process in terms of labor, not in terms of capital.
Marx who sharply separated the relationship between labor and capital, which came
together in the production process, found that the surplus value did not return to
society or the worker, who produced it, and was transferred completely to the capital.
In the light of the “Surplus-Value Theory” put forward by Marx, it would be more

accurate to understand the concept of commodity.
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Marks states the concept of commodity as follows: Commodity, first of all, is
something outside of people, but also an object that addresses human needs according
to the characteristics it has. The usefulness of a property makes it a use-value. The
concept of utility is the result of the physical nature of that thing. Iron, wheat,
diamond etc. the physical being of a substance, for example, is expressed as a use-
value or something that is useful. This feature of things is not dependent on much or
less labor of man in order to gain the use characteristics that he possesses. Use-value
concept expresses hours with dozens, fabric with meters, coal with tons etc. The use-
value of the commodities reveals another area of research, that is, the commodity
information, subject and material. Use-value, however, is a condition of use or
consumption so that it becomes real. The use-value shows the material content of
wealth, regardless of the social structure, and is the tangible, visible carriers of

exchange-value (Marx, 1966:24).

The concept of “productive labor”, defined in terms of production in capitalist
society, is defined as Adam Smith's book “Wealth of Nations ", as labor “directly
exchanged with the capital”. Labor (work) can be expressed in terms of production
conditions, as money or commodities. In general, labor is defined as the exchange of
value (exchange-value) with the capital. In this respect, non-producing labor is not
expressed by capital but by direct income, in other words by productive labor that is

exchanged with profit (Marx, Engels, Lenin, 2008:97).

Capital formation is expressed as an unlimited accumulation of commodities.

Meta alone is expressed as a simple form. But the commodity is explained in two
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aspects as use-value and exchange-value. Commodity is a means of subsistence in the
broadest sense of the expression of human requirements. Its existence, as the use-
value expressed in the concept of commodity, coincides with the form of tangible
physical existence. For example, the use-value of rice, paper, sugar, glass etc. It
differs from usage-values. The use-value only has a value in use, and only in
conjunction with the consumption process. It creates more use-value than how the
content of the social form of capital is realized. This content is primarily insensitive
to the social form. The quality of the products produced does not have any
significance in terms of being British or French. Usage-value does not show the social
relations of production. The use-value of the commodity can be stated to be a
necessary condition, but it is not necessary that the use-value is a commodity. The
concept of use-value is not in the field of political economy by itself. In this context,
use-value constitutes a material basis in which a certain economic relationship,
exchange-value occurs. The exchange-value is first seen as a quantitative relationship

and the use value is exchanged in relation to this relationship (Marks, 2011:44).

Marx expresses the creation of social relations through commodities as follows: “The
exchange of commodities is the creation of the exchange of social objects, that is, the
exchange of specific products of specific individuals, as well as the social relations of

certain production that individuals establish during this change” (Marx, 2011:72).

It can be said that the most important factor that provides the exchange-value
of commodities is the concept of labor (work). It can be stated that labor (work),
which can be considered as a concrete concept, is an observable concept throughout

human history since it has an important role in the production relations that society
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needs. Marx expresses the circulation of commodities as follows: Just as they
embrace a commodity nature among themselves, relations become clear in the form
of separate determinations in which they have a general equivalent, and the process
of change turns out to be the process of emergence of money. The whole of this
process, which takes place as different processes take place, is circulation” (Marx,

2011:72).

Since the power of production is a property of the useful visible structure of
the work (labor), it has no effect on the work (labor) with its abstraction from the
useful visible structure of the work. Therefore, the change in the production power
always presents a value of the same magnitude in the same period of the same work,
but the mentioned work (labor) creates different amounts of use-values in the same
period. The change in production power brings about the same rate of change in use-
value. Labor of all kinds (work) is the physical expenditure of work force in terms of
human beings, and this creates the value of human labor with its own commodity-
value. Maneuvering from a different point of view, all kinds of labor (work) towards
a specific and specific purpose is the expenditure of work force and produces the use-

value by being a useful visible work (labor) (Marx, 1966:42).

“At first, the commodity comes as something that is not very
valuable and is easily understood. However, the analysis of the
commodity has actually shown that it is a very strange thing filled with
theological ornaments from metaphysical details. As long as commodities
have use-value, commodities do not have a mysterious aspect, whether

they are the evaluated in terms of providing human needs or whether they
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are products of human labor. The mystical nature of the commodities

does not arise from their use-values” (Marks, 2013:171).

Throughout human history, it can be observed that man shapes the form of
the materials that nature provides (design activity). Even if the useful varieties or
productive activities of labor are quantitatively high, it is a physiological fact that
these are functions of the human organism. Whatever the nature and form of each of

these functions are, they can all be shown as designs of people.

It can be said that the mysterious properties acquired by the commodities is a
self-acquired phenomenon when they take the commodity form, and that the shape
that the commodities take in addition to their mysterious structures is actually
produced in order to make the product earn an exchange-value. It can be said that the
resulting products are not for meeting the needs of individuals or groups, but actually
productions for others. Each commodity that enters into circulation and has an
exchange-value refers to a production process for another, and the goods
(commodities) entering into circulation face with the consumption of labor power that
is common to each product, not a specific labor. At the same time, commodities with
exchange-value face the equality of labor (labor, time) spent on them. The duration of
the labor (labor, time) spent takes the form of the quantity of the resulting products.
What is equal in commodities that are circulated and exchanged at different rates is
actually just labor times. It can be stated that this labor-time situation reflects their
social quality. When commodities confront each other, they are found by their social
qualities and become a relationship. Marx expresses this fact as follows: The reason

why the commodity appears to be a mysterious thing is that within it, the social
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quality of human labor appears to be attributing an objective quality to the human,
and the product of this social labor. The relationship between the commodities
themselves is a relationship outside their physical characteristics. This relationship is

a social and a value relationship (Marx, 1966:88).

The worker must first sell his wage labor to the capital, since he cannot have
the material means within a production activity. The labor force obtained can only be
used in the particular environment in the production areas of the capital owner when
the wage labor is sold. The worker, who cannot produce anything by himself because
of not having the means of production, will be able to express himself only as the
gear of a wheel within the production activity. It is a known fact that the production
relations within a capital-oriented economic system transformed everything into a
commodity and rapidly increased the mass production of goods after the industrial
revolution by rapidly penetrating every part of the world and human life. According
to Fischer, the capitalist system is dragging all kinds of relations between the
producer and the consumer into the unknown where it will not end well. When man's
manual labor was not devalued (before the industrial revolution), the craftsman
produced his works according to the order of a particular buyer, but the commodity
producer in the capitalist system does not know who he produces for today.
Commodity production is now spreading everywhere. The increase in the division of
labor, the division of work into certain sections, the uncertainty of capital forces
affects the relations between people negatively. In the context of this idea, a design
product is transformed into a commodity, and the commodity designer can be said to

be a commodity producer (Fischer, 2010:49). This thought can be expressed as the
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fact that what is expressed as a commodity designer is actually the human and that the

human is managed by the commodity produced by him.

In criticizing the concept of commodity, Marx can be said to use the concept
of “fetishism”, which can be expressed as an idealistic way of thinking, to destroy the
structures of thought (object of pleasure) that society has created within itself.
Because commodities cause an illusion in human consciousness in accordance with
the structures defined by Marx's commodity fetishism. The commodities transform
their own existence into a mysterious structure, not as the labor force that people
provide, but independent of people and they reinforce the alienation process of
people. In this way, commodities can be expressed not only as use-value products, but

also they gain more value with the sense of pleasure attributed to them.

The fetish relationship that people have established with commodities can be
expressed with an idealistic approach that they do not emerge in the human thought
and consciousness by themselves .A design product, which has a fetish character (it
can be called a design object as well) because of some of properties of the capitalist
economic structure (consumption, hedonism, popularity), transforms into an object of
pleasure through the context of production and consumption relations and causes an
illusion in the human consciousness. In other words, it is an ideological phenomenon.
Since human consciousness cannot exist with a pre-existing sense of pleasure, when
the activities that constitute the social life define the human consciousness
(production of material life), this can cause the design product (object of pleasure)
with an exchange value to create an illusion on human consciousness. It can be stated

that today, the capitalist production and consumption relations and design
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phenomenon have been separated from the social context and transformed into an

1dealistic structure.

According to Jay, Marx's fetishism is basically a product of the alienated
capitalist mode of production. He states that the people's own quality, relationships,
actions, and even human existence are transformed into things in the process of
capitalist production. Fetishism is based on the economy of the commodity properties
of a society in which the exchange value is more valid than use value (cited in. Jay,

2010:302).

It can be said that the phenomenon of change in the production of labor,
which will be discussed in detail in the following sections of the study, started with
the adoption of the French Revolution (1789).With the capital transferred from the
aristocracy to the bourgeoisie, it can be stated that the effects of the inventions on
production and the industry started with steam-powered machines. In line with these
developments, the increase in capital accumulation in Europe has led to the industrial
revolution in Britain. With the rapid increase in the need for consumer goods after the
industrial revolution, everything surrounding people has changed and transformed
very rapidly in relation to production and consumption .Nowadays, it can be stated
that each design product has a use value, but it can be explained that every product
with exchange-value causes an illusion as follows: It is stated that each design
product that has the exchange value, which is expressed as a commodity, causes it to
be separated from human labor (work) and its use value. This independence has
transformed each design product into an object of pleasure and separated it from its

social quality.
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It can be said that the term fetishism is a thought that can be associated with the
concepts of commodity fetishism and alienation. It was mentioned previously in the
study that, as there is no design situation in which there is no human factor, each
design product has an effect that shapes the human consciousness. It can be stated
that the social conditions that determine human consciousness are also determinants
of the design object produced under capitalist forms of production. In this context, it
can be stated that the object of design emerges as a product of consciousness and is
the producer of consciousness. Therefore, it can be stated that each design activity has
ideological (false consciousness) reflections on human consciousness, and that each

of the resulting design products is the carrier of the ideology (false consciousness).

2.5. Design and Social Consciousness

In this section, we will focus on the reflections of social processes that constitute
the human consciousness and the reflections of these social processes on design
products. The consciousness created by social structures and the dialectical
relationship between the society and consciousness determine the conditions of
production of design. Moreover, it can be said that it has an effective role in terms of
form and content. It can be said that visual design products, which can be assumed to
create a strong communication activity, with the undeniable effect on consciousness
of society, can reproduce themselves and make design visible through a dialectical

approach.
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The word consciousness is used in two meanings as the object of psychology that
examines our thoughts and feelings. The first meaning of the word of consciousness
describes levels such as coma, sleep and awake. The second meaning means
subjective experiences that people are aware of at a given moment (Alict, 2014:13).
Within the scope of the study, the concept of consciousness will be used with the

meaning of subjective experiences that human beings are aware of.

Language is as old as the concept of consciousness. Language is the real, practical
consciousness that exists for others, and therefore exists first for man himself. Just
like consciousness, language also arises from the need to communicate with other
people. If there is a relationship, it exists for the humans. Animals do not relate to
anything. Consciousness is a social concept from the outset (in terms of human
consciousness) and it will never change. The phenomenon of consciousness is the
sensory consciousness of the sensory environment. At the same time, it is also the
consciousness of the relationship of an individual, who is gaining consciousness, with
the activities and other individuals surrounding him. Consciousness is also the
consciousness of nature, which emerges as an irresistible and unfamiliar power for
humans, and which humans interact with like animals. Since nature has never been
historically changed before, the necessity of establishing contact with the people

around it is the beginning of consciousness (Marx, Engels, Lenin, 2006:87).

A judgment on a man is not related to this man's thoughts of himself. The state of
consciousness in terms of human beings should be explained with the contradictions
in material life and the state of opposition between social productive forces and

relations of production. No social order in the world is lost without completing the
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development processes of all the productive forces within itself. The relations of
production, which are the material conditions of their existence, do not appear in any
way before they mature in the basic structure of the old society. The Asian, ancient,
feudal and modern bourgeois modes of production can simply be expressed as a
number of processes in the advancement of the economic structure of society. Social
structuring constitutes the last part of human society in the prehistoric period (Marx

& Engels, 2016:11).

The combination of ideas, concepts and ideas and the formation of
consciousness are primarily in close relation with the economic activities, relations
and real life of people. In this sense, people's relation with comprehension, thought
and mind are expressed as the direct flow of their economic behavior. This form of
expression is also valid in the mind-related formation, which is expressed in the
political, law-related, moral, religious and metaphysical language of the people.
Consciousness can be nothing but conscious existence. People's existence is their

real-life process (Marx & Engels, 2016:20).

When one sees an external world object, he actually sees the impression of the
object. The man has to analyze the impression that he has acquired from his own
thoughts. “The consciousness of man reflects not only the relationships that exist in
the external world and the relations between himself and the outside world but also
his own senses, designs and concepts and the relations between them as reflections

and copies of them” (Boguslavsky, et al., 1995:110).
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According to Alici, the concept of consciousness has three main
characteristics. First, awareness is a subjective experience. It cannot be transferred
directly to someone else. It is a subjective experience that a person experiences the
formation of his subjective world. Experiencing perceptions, sensations, and
recollections is only a person-dependent situation. The second basic characteristic of
the concept of consciousness is the perception of uniqueness and integrity. The
acquisition of consciousness and information from different sensory channels lead to
different subjective experiences, but all of these sensations can be experienced by
being converged and integrated into a single state of consciousness. A subjective
experience of only one sensation cannot be experienced as differentiated from the
others. People experience their subjective experiences as ever-flowing images,
sounds, smells, touches, thoughts, feelings, concerns. This flow can never be stopped

and cannot be reversed (Alici, 2014:13).

With this property, consciousness reflects the impression that human behavior
has a demand and intent. According to this acquired experience, human behavior may
develop as reactions to external stimuli or by itself, but in both cases, it can be said

that it emerges as conscious, intended decisions that are results of the person’s will.

It can be said that animals can also relate to the objective world through
subjective images (emotions, perceptions, designs) like humans’. For this reason, it
can be said that it is not a coincidence that the object is distinguished from the

subject. All the properties the human mind has, in other words, the phenomenon of

3 “Animals also have tools, but they are only the parts of their bodies. Ants, bees, beavers; animals
also produce, but their productive force on the nature surrounding them is insignificant when
compared to the productive force of nature” (Engels, 2006:51).
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consciousness can be considered as a reflection of the constituents of the society.
According to Plekhanov, social conditions determine the consciousness of the society.
Ideology (including art and literature) reflects the tendencies of only a specific class,
if it only deals with a certain society or a society that has been divided into classes
(Freville & Plekhanov, 1991:41). In regard of the social conditions that define the
consciousness of the society, it can be said that each design product is created in line
with social relations. The change/transformation of the social relations also change
the choices of people and this change inevitably affects the design products. Design
products can be expressed as representations of the social life that is defined by the
economic conditions. According to Plekhanov, the contents of an artwork (each
design product) define its language, style, establishment and properties regarding
beauty. Content is the ideology in which the designer aims to express the

representation of reality as well as his life (Freville & Plekhanov, 1991:52).

Thoughts are based on sensations for people and at the same time, they are the
results of human perceptions and sensations that are processed by the human brain.
Our sensations of hearing and perceiving can be stated as follows: When we touch an
object, our perceptions reflect the shape of the image we touch. If we recall the
sensations we acquired when we touched this object, an image of the object appears
on our mind. It is true that these images are the reflections of the directions,
specifications and relations of the material objects. Thoughts and ideas consist of
sensations and perceptions, which are the reflections of the external world

(Boguslavsky et al., 1995:90).



63

It is assumed that there is a stagnant world on the outside with its forms, sizes,
distances and colors. Neither our eyes are the windows to the outside world, nor are
the things we see the world itself. We only see the reflection of the real world that is
created by our optical system. It is not possible to claim that the world surrounding us
in not real, but what we acknowledge as the reality is the indirect information of the

external world that we perceive (Alici, 2014:112).

Sensations can be expressed as the material process in which interaction
between the sensory organs and the surroundings occur, and information is
transferred to one place from another within the nervous system. The term sensation
is also used for defining the expression of the image in the brain, which is a
phenomenon of consciousness (Alict, 2014:92). The image that appears on the human
mind is different from the object itself in many aspects. First, the image is flat (two-
dimensional) whereas all the objects are three-dimensional. Second, the image is
much smaller than the object and it is symmetrically reverted. Third, the image that
appears on the retina, only demonstrates the properties of the object, which are big
enough. The perception depends on how much light the object receives, its size and
its distance with the eye. It can be said that the image that is formed on the retina is a
natural reflection depending on the object, the eye and the physical properties of light,
and the image that is reflected on the human mind creates a transformation
(Boguslavsky et al., 1995:175). This process, which is expressed as the visual
perception, is a material process, which is a result of the interaction of material
structures such as waves of light and optical systems. The human brain may not only
be limited to perceiving the objects, but also it can take an active role in the

perception process. “The optical center in the brain organizes images according to
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individual and social experience that is acquired through social practices. Therefore,
information is based on sensations but the sensations are under the influence of

previously acquired and confirmed information” (Boguslavsky et al., 1995:179).

It is known that the process of perception is an activity of the brain. The
perceived image is not the object itself but the brain’s own creation based on the
information provided by the object. The brain makes use of not only the visual image
of the object, but all the information that it provides from all sensory organs regarding
the object, as well as previously acquired practical knowledge. For example, it can be
thought that one of the oldest designs of humans, the hammer, is used for cutting,
shaping or hammering, but in ancient times, this tool might have been used as a basic
tool for hunting or protection in order to provide the continuity of material life. Its
image may make the concepts of class, struggle, equality, union understood in terms
of expressions of social processes reflected on human consciousness. As expressed
above with this example, perception corresponds to the different methods of

understanding of previously acquired practices within the social processes.

It is an accepted fact that perception and thinking interact. Is it possible to say,
while our thoughts and what we see affect each other, does the interaction between
the two mediums that are assumed so different from each other really take place?

The size of the image of an objected reflected on the human eye may cause illusions.
For example, the optical projection of a distant car on the retina is smaller than a
mailbox that is closer the observer. Nevertheless, the observer perceives this car in its
original size. This situation has been expressed as follows by German physiologist

and physicist Hermann von Helmoltz (1821-1894): “it can be explained by saying
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that a faulty image is corrected by a subconscious judgement based on the facts that
are present in the observer” (Arheim, 2007:30). The human perceives that objects in
the world surrounding him by his sensory organs. Since the human’s sensory
perception is unstable, sensations can sometimes be misleading. The fact that the
impressions people acquire with their sensory organs do not reflect the reality cannot
be used as a proof for the existence of the real world. The inability to perceive, reflect
or express the specifications of things can be expressed as the deviations of the

subjective thoughts that are attributed to the images.

The visual perceptions that gain meaning with human senses have to be
related to the external world. The brain that acquires knowledge and the sense organs
that provide access to it are not just objects subject to external influences. “(...) the
comprehension of the relationship between the subject of knowledge and the object of
knowledge is the cornerstone of the dialectical materialist theory of knowledge”
(Boguslavsky et al., 1995:181). Human sensory organs complement and regulate each
other in this relationship. In this way, it allows the creation of the necessary images of
the external world. One has to reason to interpret the knowledge he acquired from the
objects of the outer world. German philosopher Schopenhauer (1788-1860) explains
this concept as follows: The human brain cannot work without knowledge of things
moving in time and space. If the perceptions of the social elements of the external
world were to determine human consciousness in their unprocessed form, knowledge
would not have a determinant in this formation. The mind has to place two functions
in order to keep up with the world; collection of information and processing of this

information (Schopenhauer, 2011:48).
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Arnheim explains the perception of human objects by the human mind as follows:

“Perception does not refer to a unique, individual form, but to the type of
pattern that creates the perception. A single object that fits the pattern may
constitute it, or there may be too many objects to count. Even the appearance of
a certain person is the way in which a certain pattern of qualifications is seen.
Therefore, in accordance with the biological function of perception, there is no
difference between perception and concept in principle. For perception to be
useful, it must provide information about the types of things; otherwise,

organisms cannot benefit from the experience.” (Arnheim, 2007:45).

Visual perception can refer to the smallest part of the visual world we live in, or
the visual framework where they are positioned by the basic nature of the perceived
objects. With this evaluation regarding the perception, the world “is not directly
informative. Some parts of this world are constructed fast and some parts are
constructed slowly, but they are always subject to constant confirmation, re-

evaluation, being changed, completed, corrected and understood in depth” (Arnheim,

2007:30).

An object makes itself visible since it is seen outside the visual world and/or it
answers to the needs of the observer. In the first, organic stages of life stimuli
necessitated the organisms to react. An example of this is, when the plant is directed
towards sunlight, or a baby turns into strong light as if it were being directed by a

supervisory external power. This is the “prototype of the cognitive response “shown
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to the object of attention unconditionally (Arnheim, 2007:40). It can be said that the

response is determined by the stimulus rather than the observer's own decision.

Australian philosopher David Chalmers has studied on consciousness and tried
to reveal that the dilemma of consciousness that is between the mind and the body
actually has different problems. While stating that understanding the working
structures of mental processes constitutes an easy problem and that this problem can
be solved by the methods of the mental sciences in the standard structure, he
emphasizes the importance of explaining how the problem of these processes turn
into awareness. In other words, the answer to the question of what makes physical
processes that provide functions such as perception, recall, and comprehension occur
in the form of subjective experience, perception or awareness for people is sought.
According to Chalmers, ‘the explanation of the reason for being of consciousness

should be explained in terms of subjective experiences’ (cited in. Alici, 2014:22).

Human beings must produce material goods by using objects in nature in order
to survive. The objects they transform in accordance with their natural needs can be
considered as design products. Man transforms the objects according to his needs and
transforms them to meet his needs. In this direction, man produces the object of his
own needs. It can be said that transforming objects with practical activity of people
creates their production activity. The production activity of people determines not

only the object but also the material conditions of life.

The determinant of a design product should not be the absolute, invariant,

experimental criterion of subjective conditions. With the idealist approach, the
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process of production of a design product gains meaning through subjective
experiences such as personal tastes, special sensibilities and technical expertise. With
a materialist approach, a design product can be expressed in line with the effect of
objective factors (economic, social) on ideological superstructures. It is a known fact
that each design product is an event or phenomenon arising from social relations. It
can be said that the change/transformation in social relations is directly related to the
production/consumption relations of the design products. According to Marx, “each
design product circulates on the historical basis of property, classes and forms of
ideology. According to him the resulting design product is; a way of representing the
world, a tool for knowledge, a social bond, a class weapon, human enrichment, an
establishment of consciousness and a mirror of society” (cited in. Freville &

Plekhanov, 1968:19).

The concept of design is a concept that is peer-to-life and emerges as a product
of some kind of work. It can be said that the concept of design is also a state of
human activity. Human activity, which is related to the work, aims to make the
materials in the environment in which it lives convenient according to its own needs.
The idea that man transforms his environment is expressed as a necessity to make the
exchange of material between himself and nature possible. This situation can be
explained as the nature trying to keep its effect on human life continuously. For this
reason, the forms of social life are the common qualities of all social forms, not the

effects of nature on human life (Fischer, 2010:17).

It is known that people have acquired the ability to use the tools that are

expressed as design products in order to survive, but they have also created a new



69

order of relations between all living things except them with this ability. People have
to work to survive. It can be stated that the change in the production forms of people
together with the historical, social developments and transformations has brought

about the transformation related to the production of labor.

In this context, Marx describes the working process associated with the
production of labor as follows: When the working process begins, it ends with the
creation of something existing in the laborer's thought. The aim of the laborer is not
only to give a natural form to the products he produces, but also to understand what
the purpose in which he has to relate with his own purpose and will is in the nature
that exists beside him. The action determined with the purpose is created by man and
it is the birth of thought and consciousness. A conscious existence means a conscious
action. It was necessary for man to use nature as a tool in order to fulfill his purpose.
Every living being on earth is in a relation of metabolism with their surroundings, and
they give and take things all the time. This is always an indirect first-hand exchange

and the designed metabolism only for man to study (cited in. Fischer, 2010:19).

2.6. The Concept of Design and Alienation

Jean-Jacques Rousseau is considered the first person to have used the term
alienation. During the time, he spent in the Republic of Geneva, Rousseau reached the
conclusion that when a people were represented with their deputy, they became
alienated from their own social life and moved away from the image of being a

people. According to him, society could be a government tool, but it could never be a
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tool for the common will. In the opposite situation, it would have been alienated to

itself within the government (Fischer, 2010:79).

Hegel has dealt with the concept of alienation in his book “The Phenomenology
of the Nous*. In this book, alienation is expressed as “alienation” and
“externalization”. It would be correct to quote from Lukacs, in order understand the

meanings of these words in this context:

“There is nothing new about the terms Entausserung (externalization) and
Entfremdung (alienation). They are the direct translations of the English word
“alienation” to German. In studies regarding the economic theory, they were
used for expressing the exchange of a commodity. In studies regarding natural
law, they were used for referring to the loss of freedom of an aboriginal
society or the inheritance of freedom by a society that emerges from the social

contract or being alienated from freedom itself” (Lukacs, 2008:129).

It can be stated the use of the term alienation with regard to economic and
social contract has a specific importance, because many philosophers like Rousseau
and Marx consider alienation in the political, social and economic context. As will be
discussed further in this study, alienation has been attributed a negative meaning by
Marx by only being associated with these fields of study. On the other hand,
alienation, as presumed by Hegel, is dealt with within a broader structure, and it can

be deduced that he considers alienation with a positive meaning.
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Hegel, who is associated with the idealist philosophy, describe alienation as
the “externalization” of nous by the alienation of ide to its own essence. In the third
phase of his dialectics (synthesis), this alienation is removed by the return of nous, ide

to its essence (Hegel, 2011:38).

According to the materialist approach, for Marx, action replaces Hegel’s
theoretical activity. For Marx, human is an acting and working being. This action and
work express an economic activity. An acting human, makes a product of this
activity. If the resulting product is concreted within a structure based on private
property, then the human becomes alienated to his own essence by his activity. He
contradicts himself and becomes alienated to his essence. Marx thinks that society’s
power gets out of control, becomes independent and controls people’s will and
actions in the historical process. Marx discusses alienation not in terms of philosophy

but in terms of history and society (Fischer, 2010:78).

Alienation is in the center of Hegel’s idealist philosophy. In Hegelian
dialectics, the existence of the subjective nous that has not yet reached consciousness
is considered as the thesis; as an opposition to this, the existence of the objective nous
is considered as the antithesis; finally, the existence of the absolute nous is considered
as the synthesis. The idea that two opposing things must be compared to create/think
something new is the essence of Hegelian dialectics. It can be stated that the power of

alienation increases in proportion to the increase in the sharpness of the opposition.

Hegel states the relationship between the experience of consciousness and

alienation as follows:
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“Consciousness cannot know and comprehend anything but its experience, for
the experience is only of spiritual essence. Moreover, this is the object of
consciousness ‘itself’. The nous becomes the object, because it is the movement
of being itself, being the object of itself and eliminating this otherness.
Experience is the name given to this movement.: Here the immediate, the
unexperienced and the abstract is alienated from itself, and then the process is
reversed, and then, it is described in its realism and reality. At the same time, it

is a possession of consciousness” (Hegel, 2004:42)

According to Hegel, existence is dialectical. The phenomenon of alienation is
also the dialectic itself. The dialectical method is the movement of the entity and its
thought that emerge as oppositions and aims to unite the opposites. Opposites are

nous and its alienations (Hegel, 2004:93)

Hegelwas previously stated to have dealt with the notion of alienation, which he
formed with an idealist approach. In the process of alienation, which he considers

with his own approach, Hegel expresses the relationship between time and subject:

“Time, as Hegel states, is a compulsory alienation. It is the medium where the
subject loses itself to realize itself and becomes someone else to become its own
reality. The opposite of this the dominant alienation applied by an alienated
present time producer. In this spatial alienation, the society that separates the
activity from the subject and the subject radically separates the subject from its

own time. A social alienation that is possible to be overcome is the social
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alienation that has literally banned and froze the possibilities and risks of living

alienation in time” (cited in. Debord, 2012:126).

With the economic, social and technological developments in the history of
humankind, the massification of production has emerged, and because of this, after
the Industrial Revolution in Britain, it can be said that the material life has become
more comfortable in western countries with mass production® In line with capitalist
relations of production, artificial needs are created by the necessity of consumption.
The relations of production and consumption in this environment cause people to lose
their own humanity. The loss of value is in parallel with the material welfare of the
industrial revolution. It is alienated from the relations between the people and the
environment of the production and consumption process. More importantly, the
workers involved in the production process are alienated from the products they
produce. It can be stated that people are alienated by the desire of consumption
attributed to the design products converted into objects of pleasure. This situation is

tried to be expressed by the concept of alienation by some philosophers.

In order to explain Marx's concept of alienation, economic, political and social
structures need to be addressed with a dialectical approach. In Hegel's philosophy of
thought, the notion of alienation is dealt with in a wider area, and the concept of
comprehension has a positive meaning. According to Marx's philosophy of thought,
the alienation caused by the different layers of the capitalist economic system causes

alienation of the labor which is produced primarily under the supervision of the

®This approach has been used to express the first stages of capitalism, considering the post-industrial
society.



74

employer (the owner of the means of production, not the worker). Then, because the
product belongs to the employer (the owner of the capital having the means of
production) rather than the worker, the worker is alienated from the product. When
these two ideas are combined, it can be concluded that man is alienated by himself
and his environment. Marx explains the alienation of man from his labor and the
shaping of this alienation in the essence of the human development as follows:
Private property and alienated labor must be associated with the course of human
development. Because when it comes to private property, it is thought that something
other than human is mentioned. When it comes to labor, it means that it is directly

related to man himself (Marx, 2013:34).

Marx describes the relationship between alienation and the socialization of

human labor as follows:

“At every stage of society, the labor-time necessary for the production of living
means should be an issue that mankind is compulsorily interested in, while
taking equal attention at different stages of development. From the moment
people begin to work in any form, for others, their labor is socialized. The
social nature of human labor is based on the fact that man appears to have an
objective quality in the product of this labor. The relations of the producers
with their labor products are seen as a social relationship between labor
products. That is why the products of labor become commodities, and their
qualities become both comprehensible and inconceivable social things.” (Marx

2013:172).
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The success of Hegel’s idealist dialectic method, the idea that man sees himself
in the definition of the alienated objectivation and the realization of himself by
overcoming this objectivation, has been adopted by Marx, but it has been discussed
again with a superior critique. Marx expresses his statements regarding the notion of
alienation, in which Hegel's relation with the idealist dialectical method is defined in

his “1844 Manuscripts” as follows:

“The overcoming of alienation by disclaiming is not about man objectifying
himself as non-human in a non-human way, but rather, it is about man
objectifying himself as opposed to abstract thought and separate from the
abstract thought. Thus, the restoration of the objective essence of the human,
who has taken an alienated form, is seennot only as alienation, but also as the
elimination of objectivity. Man should be seen as a non-objective, spiritual

being” (Marx 2014:46).

Marx, as the main driving force of history to date, rejects the direct
consciousness and will power of man. With the conception of dialectical materialism,
it can be stated that the concept of nous, which is a teaching of the idealist approach,
as a mediation of the concept of consciousness, reduces the relations of production to
the bourgeois class and thus to the bourgeois class in relation to the alienated

humanitarian forces in the class society and hence the modern society.

The phenomenon of alienation of the working class in the relations of
production from the industrial revolution to the present can be expressed as follows:

Within the relations of capitalist production, the subject and the object are separated.
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People's products, the power to live and create, emerge as an unrecognized power.
Consciousness can understand this foreign being from the outside, maybe analyze it,
but it cannot resolve it in its self. Marx, in his "1844 Manuscripts", emphasizes that
the state of alienation facing the working class, which applies to society, is activated
by its gaining a tension. The working-class movement is a historical factor that will
fulfill the promise of philosophy: the reconciliation of consciousness with existence.
The working class is the subject of society through its production power. It is also the
object of society with the products and exploitation directed towards them (Marx,

2014).

According to Marx, the more the worker has produced the wealth, the
production power and the volume, the more the worker becomes the poorer. The
commodity produced by the worker, in parallel with the power and volume of
production, transforms the worker into a commodity at the same rate. He states that
the appreciation of the world of objects is directly proportional to the devaluation of
people. Although the object produced by labor is its product, he indicates that it
opposes it as a foreign, independent production power. This shows that the
relationship of the worker with his product of labor is not different from his
relationship with a foreign object. The essential relationship of labor is the same as
the production relation of the worker. When the product of labor is considered an
alienation, the activity of production represents an alienation in action (Marx,

2011:63).

Marx expresses whom the product of labor will belong to, if it emerges as a

foreign power: The foreign entity, which owns the labor and the labor of product,
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commands labor and benefits from the use of the product of labor cannot be anyone
else but the human. If the product of labor does not belong to the laborer, and if this
product is a foreign power to the laborer, then that product belongs to someone else.
If the activity of a laborer is a life maintained among many difficulties, there should
be satisfaction and happiness for someone else. This foreign power on people is
neither the gods, nor the nature, but only the human himself. The tool that develops
alienation is a practical tool itself. Through alienated labor man not only establishes a
relationship with the object and the act of production as foreign and self-enemy
forces; he also creates the relationship between other people's production and his
product. His own production brings him into a state of burnout through the lack of
self-reality and self-punishment. Similarly, the power and dominance of a person who
was not involved in the production over production and the product creates the same

situation (Marx, 2013:31-32).

According to Georg Lukacs (1885-1971) alienation expresses the inability of
people to manage their own social relations. Also for Lukacs, the fact that individuals
cannot have a say about their lives is also a deficiency. The greatest difference
between Marx and Lukacs is that Marx considers labor as a commodity, while Lukacs
considers the laborer as a commodity. The idea of objectivation through alienation is
not similar in Marx and Lukacs. In his later studies, it is known that Lukacs has
grown distant from his idea of identity and started defending the idea that “the

determinants are the nature and production” (Clarke, 1991:245).

Tunali expresses the situation, which leads people to alienation, as follows:

Alienation is the state of opposition that is seen and experienced between scientific
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technological developments and social structure, except the abstract scientific reality
that is not understood. Today, scientific and technological developments have made
such big stages that the social structure has lagged behind these developments. There
has been an unintelligible contradiction between scientific-technological
development, and spiritual-social forms. The capitalist world order faced by people is
not a world in which human beings can live in harmony. This capitalist world,
industrialized and commercialized, has become an external world where concrete
relations cannot be understood. Therefore, man is alienated from both the world and

himself (Tunal1, 1993:158).

According to Fisher, the relation between the social environment of man
alienated to himself and his surroundings decreases and he falls outside the society.
Man wants to experience his feeling of alienation and the resulting extra-social
attitude not only in his daily life, but also in his art and design life. As a result of such
a structure, a bourgeois understanding of art and design is born, because its essence is
the human and the human is the social facts. The fact that art and design has contents
about people is the basic property and necessity for these concepts. An understanding
of art and design without such property is unthinkable. The form of art that is
alienated to people and the social reality is considered “abstract art” (Fischer,

2010:150).

The concept of alienation has had important implications in the past twentieth
century art and literature. Many art and literary movements have a common quality.
This common qualification is to alienate people and society, to move to an area

outside the human and social. Except these qualities, there is the tendency of aiming
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to reach the essence and the source of existence in materialist thinking through
metaphysics and pantheism’. In many modern art movements and works, the return to
the old and the fairy tales is also the result of this situation. The fetish feature of the
technical, economic and social wheel that is completely alienated not only to
fairytales, but also to the artists, creates unlimited specialization and differentiation in
the bourgeois world. In this case, the way to bring people, who are opposed to the
essence of art, to the line of society and art, is to prevent alienation by creating a
balance in the order between the forms and relations of production (Tunali,

1993:165).

Nowadays, it can be said that people have become alienated from their
existence, environment and society and become slaves of their own structures. The
system created by man himself, which influences him, can be expressed as a capitalist
economic system. It is a known fact that the concept of alienationis also addressed
before Hegel, but it can be said that Hegel was the first to discuss the concept of
alienation in the philosophical plane. Marx, who discusses the problem on the
historical and social level and evaluates the phenomenon of alienation by considering
the processes of production, private property, work, working class and labor,

criticized the capitalist economic system through the concept of alienation.

It can be said design, which is defined as basic human activity, has an important
position in the formation of relations of production and consumption with the
industrial revolution.It can be stated that the elements of the external world that

determine human consciousness and the design products that constitute these

"It can be expressed as the state of God identical with nature.
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elements within the existing social structures are one of the most important factors in
the alienation of human within the capitalist economic structure in which they are
articulated in the context of production and consumption relations. It can also be
stated that the design, which is alienated from human and social reality, reproduces
itself in an abstract form. It can be said that each design product that masks itself in
order to legitimize the phenomenon of consumption creates an alienation effect on
human. As a result of this situation, it can be said that human beings will alienate a
commodity (each design product) which will always have exchange-value in
accordance with today's consumption habits. Because the value attributed to it after
gaining the exchange value can be attributed not only to the trade tag number, but
also to the sense of man's desire for that design product. People who are alienated to
their own products, the environment and themselves, will not be able to perceive the
environment and social life, and will be alienated from each design product around

them.

2.7. Design in Terms of Critical Theory

2.7.1. Critical Theory

Founded in 1923 in Frankfurt am Main, the Social Research Institute was later
called the Frankfurt School. The Social Research Institute, which brings people from
different disciplines such as philosophy, sociology, political science, psychoanalysis,
history and aesthetics, has been expressed as a movement of thought. The general
approach of the school is called critical theory. Critical theory has been established by
scholars such as Horkheimer (1895-1973), Herbert Marcuse (1903-1969), Theodor

W. Adorno (1903-1969) and Erich Fromm (1900-1980) (Slater, 1998: 9).
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It can be said that critical theory has been developed in line with Marx's
social, historical and philosophical ideas. The disintegration of the Soviet Revolution,
the decline of leftist politics in Europe, the rising political and economic structures in
the Nazism, fascism and capitalist system can be considered as the emergence

conditions of critical theory.

The Social Research Institute was opened on 3 February 1923 under the
chairmanship of Carl Griinberg (1861-1940). According to Martin Jay, Carl Griinberg
stated in his opening speech that Orthodox Marxism was adopted as a scientific
method. The attitude in the years when Griinberg was the director later changed, and
during the time that Horkheimer was the director, the school adopted Western

Marxism.

On 24 January 1931, Horkheimer was appointed to management after
Griinberg (Jay, 2014: 75). After the National Socialist German Workers' Party came
to power in Germany in 1933, the Institute had to move from Germany to Paris. In
September 1933, the Institute published its first publication in Paris and the first
period in Germany was finalized. In the first ten years of the Institute, the Griinberg
approach is dominant. In 1934, with the victory of fascism in Germany, members of
the institute had to go from France to America. According to Martin Jay, in the 1930s,
Horkheimer, Marcuse, and in part Adorno's work were based on philosophy (Jay,
2014: 91). These formations that developed since the 1930s and those who adopted
Western Marxism aimed to reconsider traditional Marxism in a critical way. During

this period, the studies of modernity and modern society in the context of the
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capitalist economic structure was criticized. It can be stated that the foundations of
post-modern approaches that have survived since the 1960s have been laid in this

period.

According to A¢ikgdz, Horkheimer, as a philosopher studying Hegel's
idealism, criticized positivist and metaphysical approaches and aimed to highlight the
positive aspects of these approaches. In the first half of the twentieth century,
considering the discussions between scientific disciplines (historical materialism) and
metaphysical (idealism) approaches in philosophy, this approach has been the reunion

of science and philosophy (A¢ikgoz, 2014).

Georg Lukacs's History and Class Consciousness, Karl Korsch's Marxism and
Philosophy, can be said to have brought about the recovery of the philosophical
dimension of Marxist thought in the early 1920s. The revival of Marxist theory was
later supported by the work of the Social Research Institute. According to Martin Jay,
the representatives of the Frankfurt School then studied the integration of philosophy
and social analysis, focused on the dialectical method developed by Hegel and aimed

to turn this method into a materialist direction (Jay, 2014: 94).

Members of the Frankfurt School distinguish scientific theories and critical
theories. In other words, goals and targets differ. The primary aim of scientific theory
is the successful manipulation of the world. It has an "instrumental" usage. Critical
theory aims at liberation and enlightenment. Scientific theories are objectified. This

means that a distinction can be made between the theory and the objects that the
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theory refers to. Critical theory is reflexive. That is, there is a claim that they refer to

themselves (Geuss, 2013: 88).

The critical theory of the representatives of the Frankfurt School was
developed in line with Marx's social, historical and philosophical ideas. There are two
special information systems in Critical Theory; science and mass culture concepts
(Dant, 2013: 86). These ideas of the members of the institute led to a critique of
fundamental positivism. Therefore, one of the most important contributions of the

Frankfurt School can be said to be a critique of positivism (Slater, 1998: 106).

According to Marcuse, critical theory is the theory of society, which was built
on the critique of dialectic, philosophy and political economy. Critical theory treats
people as producers of their cultural integrity and of their own intellectual creations.
Apparently, the attempt to connect a material consisting of irreducible truths to
human production is a point where critical social theory is in agreement with German

Idealism (Act. Slater, 1998: 62).

According to Horkheimer, critical theory can be expressed as a critique of the
fundamental hidden aspects of society. It can be said that it has been established for
determining the basic problems of the capitalist society and the mechanisms which
reproduce itself. Marx's ideology of creating a colonial society through the idea of a
classless society is the primary goal of critical theory; it means that one should
emphasize the importance of one's own will by freeing the world from objectivizing

approaches and that metaphysics is excluded (Horkheimer, 2005: 315).
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Although many economic predictions are included in the Frankfurt School
studies, it can be stated that the analyzes are predominantly of the upper structural
character and the basic economic structure is underestimated. The school criticized
capitalist commodity production, but did not give priority to the elements that were
expressed as substructure by Marx (the material elements that make up the production
relations due to economic relations). Horkheimer distinguishes himself from Marx's
historical materialism is some aspects. “Marxist theory follows the roots of monopoly
capitalism to the tendencies that link the liberal past to its totalitarian liquidation.
However, I wanted to identify these trends in cultural areas, especially in social

representation” (cited in. Slater, 1998:100).

According to Debord, the aim of Marxist theory is to reach beyond scientific
thought. In this direction, the struggle is adopted instead of the law. Just as the value
of a human being cannot be determined according to the opinion of that person, the
language in which a society expresses itself cannot be considered as the
unquestionable reality to evaluate that society. The periods of change should not be
evaluated with the social consciousness of the period. On the contrary, consciousness
should be explained by questioning the contradictions in the production of material
life. Critical theory must be conveyed in its own language. This thought is the
language of the contradiction that arises from the necessity of being dialectic in form
as well as the content. This is the critique and historical criticism of all that is. Critical
theory, therefore, is not the “writing point of classes”, but it is turned upside down.

(Debord, 2012, 153).
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Ignoring philosophy requires a continuous and conscious effort, even though
the struggle is at the theoretical level. It can be said that this conscious effort is
directed against all the theoretical movements, which are the contents of the non-
dialectical solutions of German Idealism. It is a known fact that the system, which is
the upper-structural fortress of capitalism, is expressed as “traditional theory”.
According to Slater, an important component of “Traditional Theory” is “positivism”.
According to Horkheimer, this definition of science limited the scientific activity to
the recording, classification and generalization of the findings without any
discrimination between the essential and the non-essential. This discrimination is not
a metaphysical problem but a vital need of human society. Science and technology
are only elements of an existing social whole, and despite all their successes, it is
possible that other factors, even integrity itself, are going backwards (Slater, 1998:
88). In this context, only a critical approach that is necessary at the theoretical level

and it can be said that positivism is far from this idea.

How and why the frame of “critical theory” put forward by the Frankfurt
School philosophers differentiates from the Marxian doctrine has been discussed in
this chapter in the context of the historical process. It was stated that the “Traditional
Theory”, which is an inference of the dominant approaches, adopted positivist
approaches and “Critical Theory” was a critique of positivism. For this reason, in this
part of the study positivism and anti-positivism concepts will be given in more detail.
It can be said that Critical Theory ignores Marx's prediction that "infrastructure
defines superstructure" and studies on this orientation to the superstructure, culture

and structuralist approaches are associated with ideology.
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It can be said that the social and individual impact of the design is ignored in
the positivist approach formed by the understanding of production and consumption
based on utilitarianism. This phenomenon will be distinguished from positivist
approaches and, in the context of critical theory, will be shown to exist in all social
and individual communication channels. Therefore, it can be said that the production
processes of the poster designs to be discussed within the scope of the study are

formed by the development stages of social, economic and political events.

2.7.2. Ideology

Although the word ideology today associates with a non-objective idea, this
concept has emerged in the opposite way in Western Europe. At first, ideology was
the name given to the science of “correct thinking”. The word ideology was put
forward by a group of thinkers who attempted to reveal that it is possible to examine
the ideas in the human mind objectively and that there is a way to make people think

about the “right” thoughts (Mardin, 2010: 22).

In this part of the research, it is aimed to reveal the effectiveness of design in
making the idea that constitutes the ideology visible. In this respect, it will focus on
the way ideology is handled by different theorists and the relation between design and

ideology will be discussed with critical approaches.

It is known that there is not a single adequate definition of the concept of
ideology. The political scientist Andrew Heywood explains the contradiction that the

concept of ideology can be expressed in a single definition:
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“First, since all concepts of ideology accept the existence of a link between
theory and practice, this term raises very harsh attitudes about the role of ideas
in politics, the relationship between beliefs and theories, and material life or
political attitude. Secondly, the concept of ideology did not exclude itself from
the ongoing struggle between political ideologies. In most of its historical
adventures, the term ideology has been used as a weapon or attack tool for

competing ideas or belief systems” (Heywood, 2007: 22).

In terms of expressing the concept of ideology, it is important to understand
what corresponds to the definition of ideology, or to what state is ideological or not.
In particular, one of the objections to the idea that ideology emerged from
unchangeable ideas is that not every rigid idea is ideological. According to Eagleton,
the concept of ideology refers not only to the belief systems but also to the concept of
power. The concept of ideology on power relations is as follows: “Ideology is related
to legitimizing the power of the dominant social group or class”. According to
another definition, “ideology is the study of situations in which meaning serves to

maintain the relations of domination” (Eagleton, 2015: 23).

Each belief system, which people express ideologically, is not related to a
particular dominant political power structure. Can socialism and feminism be
expressed as ideologies? If not, why? Are these thinking systems not ideological
when they are in opposition, but ideological when they come to power as the
dominant class. According to political theorist Kenneth Robert Minogue (1930-2013),

“ideologies can be distinguished precisely by their shared hostility against politics,
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liberalism, economy, market and individualism in moral life, i.e., against modernity”
(cited in Eagleton, 2015: 24). According to this idea, it can be said that those who
advocate socialism are defined as ideological, and those who advocate capitalism are
defined as not ideological. A person's tendency to use the concept of ideology in
relation to his own political views can be expressed as a reliable indicator of the

essence of this person's political ideology.

According to Eagleton, ideology is not a language but a discourse. Ideology is
the verbal use of language among certain human subjects in order to create certain
effects. It is not possible to determine whether a proposition is ideological or not, just
as it is not possible to determine if any text is a literary work or not. Ideology is about
who wants to speak to whom, with what purpose and what he would like to say,
rather than the linguistic characteristics of a language. This definition, for example,
does not mean that the ideological expressions in the language used by fascism are
not accepted. Fascism has its own specific dictionary meanings (sacrifice, blood,
homeland) (Eagleton, 2015: 28). In fact, what makes this concept ideological is the
function of its relation to the social context in which it is involved. In other words, it

is the interest of power and the political effect that it is desired to be created.

It is a fact that Marx did not consider the philosophical systematics that he
formed as Marxism. Hence, it can be said that Marx did not consider the way of
thinking he created to be ideological. According to him, Marxism can be expressed as
a tool that makes it possible to perceive the world correctly. For this reason, the
concept of ideology has been mentioned by Marxists for a long time with a negative

connotation (cited in Mardin, 2010: 24). The concept of ideology was constructed of



89

two main structures after Marx's death. One of these is the ideology perceived as the
whole of the forms of social consciousness, and the other is the political views of

Marx related to the class interests (Geuss, 2013: 40).

Marx’s definition, “it is the economic relations that mobilize the society”, may
be considered as a priority expression of ideology. This meaning of ideology is
expressed as follows in Marx's work “The German Ideology”, which he wrote with
Engels: “The philosophers, who have followed Hegel, try to evaluate people in terms
of their ‘abstract essence’ by examining the economic relations within the society.
The truth is the exact opposite. ‘Social existence’ determines consciousness” (Marx,
Engels, 2013:19). According to this statement, it can be stated that according to Marx,
the concept of ideology should be explained in terms of material practice (praxis).
Marx states, “The ways in which individuals manifest their lives accurately reflect
what they are. They then overlap with what they are, how they produce and produce,
as well as how they produce. That is, what individuals do depends on the material
conditions of their production” (Marx, Engels, 2013:30). Marx defined practice
(praxis) as the existence of thought against the idealist philosophy, which is the
opposite of his materialist philosophy. He referred to this concept as a product of

social life practices.

According to Mardin, the idealist philosophy, which seeks to extract social life
from consciousness, “is stuck in an ideological thought and evaluates the shadows as
real”. It can be accepted that societies do not change because of the sanctions of
external factors and this situation changes with the creative power of human will.

Marx expresses this possibility of change through Hegel's idealistic philosophy as



90

follows: “reality is a product of human creativity as well as a consequence of the

material social factors outside human beings” (cited in Mardin, 2010:32-34).

The definition of “camera obscura™, which Marx and Engels discussed in their
book, "The German Ideology", can be expressed as people seeing their social
relations reversely. For this reason, for Marx and Engels, the concept of ideology can
be defined as an indicator or illusion in which the truth loses its quality. According to
Marx, human consciousness is not autonomous. For this reason, human consciousness
can be understood by analyzing social relations affecting human consciousness.
Conditions that distinguish people from animals are livelihood conditions. Therefore,
when people produced livelihoods, they started to produce their material lives (Marks

& Engels, 2013: 93).

In line with this idea, it can be said that the production of human consciousness
is related to material activity and material relations, therefore, none of the concepts
such as metaphysics, religion, morality, art and ideology are autonomous. On the
contrary, they depend on the material relations and structure. Marx expresses another
conceptualization of ideology in his “The German Ideology” through the ideas that

reproduce the relationship between the ruling classes and the oppressed as follows:

“(...) the ideas of the ruling class are the dominant ideas in all ages. In other

words, the materially dominant class of the society also defines the dominant mental

¥ Camera Obscura is defined as an optical device that is considered dark, reflecting the image on the
screen. Marx and Engels describe the ideological relation established with it: (...) If people seem re-
versed as if looking through a camera obscura in all their relations and ideologies, just as the objects
reverse images on the retina are the reflections of their indirect physical life processes, this is because
the same thing happens with people’s historical life processes” (Marx & Engels, 2013:45).
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power. (...) these concepts are so intertwined with each other that those who are not

provided with mental production tools also depend on this dominant class” (Marx,

2011:39).

It can be said that Lenin has attributed an ideological positioning to the working
class and all the other classes depending on the class struggle to be conducted with a
sharper structure. Thus, according to Lenin, the negative meaning of ideology is lost.
Lenin expresses the concept of ideology in his work, “What should be Done” as

follows:

“The only choice is between bourgeois and socialist ideology. There is no
middle way (because there is no “third” ideology created for humanity,
moreover, there cannot be a classless or supra-class ideology in a society
divided by class antagonism). For this reason, shrinking the socialist ideology
in any way, to escaping from it even a little, is to strengthen the bourgeois

ideology” (Lenin, 1998: 43).

Thus, according to Lenin, there is only one choice: either socialist ideology or
bourgeois ideology. There is no other choice. It can be stated that these two separate
ideology structures, which Lenin exemplified, do not demonstrate parallelism with
the consciousness of these classes. As the bourgeois ideology, which can be
expressed as the dominant ideology, can take the working class under its control,
Lenin expresses this situation as follows: “the spontaneous development of the

working class leads to its submission to bourgeois ideology, because the spontaneous
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working-class movement is syndicalism, and syndicalism is the enslavement of the

workers by the bourgeoisie” (Lenin, 1998: 45).

In the Marxist and Leninist approach of ideology, the dominant thought
determined by the bourgeois class creates an illusion. This situation is expressed as
“false consciousness”. According to Marxist thought, the production of ideology
depends on the social conditions that determine the production of material life (sub-
structure). Regarding the creation of material life, the fact that Marx has ignored the
political and cultural areas in societies constitutes the basis of Gramsci’s studies, who
is one of the leading theorists whose theories prioritize the super-structure elements
such as society, media, church, school, etc. and differentiate from the economic

approach.

According to Gramsci, the dominance of the ruling class in class societies
cannot be caused only by the supremacy over the economy (sub-structure). In
addition, it serves to strengthen class domination in political and cultural areas (cited
in Yaylagiil, 2010: 109). According to him, ideologies should be evaluated according
to the function and utility that organize the class and class segments, not according to
the criteria of error and accuracy. For Gramsci, the truth of an ideology is related to
its politically mobilizing dynamic nature and its historical realization. Gramsci takes
the dynamics of ideologies with a positive expression because they are at the super-
structure level. These dynamics are not independent or flexible. For Gramsci,
ideology has a complex and contradictory nature, as is the social forms in which they
take place. In principle, ideology is expressed as the “mortar”, which combines the

sub-structure and complex super-structure areas and fuses them together.
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Nevertheless, it cannot be predicted whether ideologies will fulfill the duty of

“mortar” or to what extent they will fulfill this duty.

According to Gramsci, the concept of ideology is the evaluation of a
superstructure. His approach to structures/superstructures can be related to the
concept of hegemony. In using the power of the ruling class, both physical power and
cultural, ideological tools are used. The most important concept in Gramsci's studies
on culture and ideology is hegemony. According to Gramsci, the goal of the concept
of hegemony in terms of the dominant class is to reveal the worldview of the class
that directs the society by examining the relations between the classes and within the
classes. The worldview of the ruling class is to penetrate into everyday life with
ideological control structures and social institutions and influence every area.
According to Gramsci, the production of consent is the acceptance of the ideas and
the worldview of the ruling class by the society. Structures such as schools, churches,
media institutions are the areas where the dominant thought system is produced and
reproduced (cited in Yaylagiil, 2010: 112). The question of how the capitalist
economic system can reproduce itself in western societies is explained by the concept
of “ideological hegemony” (Act. McLellan, 2012: 31). In line with this concept, the
bourgeoisie maintains a cultural hegemony in the western society. As long as this
hegemony is goes on, it can be stated that the working class must also fight against
the bourgeoisie in the cultural field and structure itself in line with the interests of

society.

It can be stated that Althusser sees ideology in a common evaluation with

Gramsci. Althusser considers ideology as a superstructure. Marx's political economy,
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which he refers to as sub-structure institutions, ignores the social relations that
determine the production of material life, and highlights the ideological
determinations in the super-structure institutions. In this sense, it can be deduced that
Althusser denies Marx’s definition, “it is the economic relations that mobilize
society”, and economism in terms of the concept of ideology (cited in McLellan,
2012:34). With this idea of Althusser, he embodies the concept of ideology with the
idea of the ideological devices of the state he puts forward and considers the human
consciousness as a determining force. In fact, he gives some kind of independence to
the concept of ideology. In this context, ideology is not produced by people's minds.
He states that ideologies are produced by state structures (churches, schools, trade
unions, media, etc.) which are defined as ideological devices of the state and which

teach people how to think.

According to Marxist approach, it is accepted by historical materialism that
the concept of ideology is a force that determines human consciousness. However,
this distinction can be expressed as follows: Marx divides social classes into two as
the working class and the bourgeois class. The relations of production shaped within
the capitalist economic structure are reflected on the super-structure institutions in
line with the dominant ideology. Althusser and Gramsci's ideology approach is a
critique of the bourgeois ideology. Marx, therefore, defines ideology as an “illusion”
or “false consciousness”. Considering that today's design concept is formed by the
technological developments and the determinism of the capitalist economic system,
today's concept of design is a reflection of the opinion, thought and ideology of the

dominant class.
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With a Marxist interpretation, it can be said that ideology imitates the reality,
therefore, refers to a mistake. Because, reality mentioned here is a draft created by the
dominant ideology. This necessitates the reproduction of ideology and the ideology
becomes important in the determination of the social consciousness that is its carrier.
In this respect, it can be said that each design product constitutes a necessity for the
transport of new images and organization of production in order to empower the
dominant ideology. Visual design products are now considered as objects of
communication from the moment they are converted into images. It is possible to see

an example of this in history.

After the industrial revolution, with the technological developments, the
diversification and increase in the industrial products led to the diversification of the
design products in a similar way. Poster designs, which are visual design products,
and Baudrillard's cinema-related determinations can be related. Visual design outputs
varying through positivist approaches; although we can reach printing techniques that
are developed with technology, high-resolution images and powerful computers with
high processing capabilities, the resulting designs can be considered as commodities
that capitalism, for which there is no individual or social reflection, continuously
diversifies in order to survive. In the context of the study, the separation of the visual
design products from the positivist shell, which can be expressed as the dominant
approaches, as described above, may make the individual and social reflection of

design visible.

Horkheimer has defined knowledge as the reflection of reality and thought as

the reflection of the material, and named this view as the reflection theory. The
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reflection theory, which is the starting point for the Frankfurt School, is based on
human emotions. The common denominator of “intuitionism” and the reflection
theory, which is also defined as “positivisim”, is that both approaches consider

uninfluenced, direct, principal knowledge as the reality (Horkheimer, 1990:33).

It can be said that the emergence of positivism indicates an important period of
the history of philosophy. According to Narski, with positivism, bourgeois ideologists
moved away from the gains of culture, which was a proud formation of previous
ideologists. It can be stated that positivism emerged as a movement against
philosophy. Positivism took a certain philosophical position and emerged as a direct
continuation of recationist tendencies of the idealists and agnostics in the 17" and 18"
centuries. After the French Revolution (1789), for the conservative French bourgeois
in power, the materialist way of thinking was considered too radical and dangerous.
This situation is the actual reason for the birth of positivism. In line with the
development of the workers' movement, the bourgeoisie opposed the ideology of the
proletariat and based itself on positivism as an opposing approach to the developing

dialectical materialist philosophy (Narski, 2006:21-67).

Positivism, as an empirical philosophy, argues that knowledge comes from
experience and that nothing can be known in the light of pure reason or intuition. In
the dominant approaches, positivism is used to interpret knowledge of its own
principles and experience. It is stated that these principles lead to a negative judgment
that we cannot know anything about the real outside world. There are certain features
of positivism as a philosophical movement. First, contrary to the fictitious system-

structuralism, the doctrine that all knowledge must be based on experience; second,
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the doctrine that knowledge based on experience only serves to show connection with
observations or to anticipate various operations and cannot reflect the objective

reality, regardless of experience (Cornforth, 2009: 29).

The positivism of Auguste Comte, which can be expressed as the continuation of
the belief that a rational society can be established within the idea of enlightenment,
constitutes the first phase of positivism in this respect. Comte was born after the
French Revolution and his work in the field of sociology was born as a reaction to the

French Revolution and the idea of Enlightenment.

The theory of social change that Comte formulated as the "Law of Three States"
consists of the theological state, the metaphysical state and the positivist state. It can
be stated that the details of these laws have lost the importance with regard to the
present-day positivism concept, because Comte's main goal was to guide the society
towards a new structure by examining the events related to society with a scientific
method. Therefore, he constructed sociology with scientific method (Kdker, 2008:

21).

According to Cornforth, positivist theories are in fact wrong and reactionary. It is
not that they oppose the wrong philosophical systems and argue that knowledge is
based on experience. On the contrary, these approaches are entirely correct. What is
wrong, however, is that they deny that knowledge based on experience reflects the
existing objective world, independent of experience. This leads them to create new
idealistic systems and distort scientific thinking. A correct worldview against

positivists is aimed, and this correct worldview is dialectical materialism. Positivist
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philosophy is based on the theory of knowledge itself with the expression that only
our own perceptions exist. But in fact, what should be done in scientific philosophy is
to present a theory of knowledge which examines the development of the origin of

our knowledge about the objective world (Cornforth, 2009: 34-35).

Positivism can be expressed as a philosophy claiming that knowledge can be
acquired by experience, while in another sense it can be defined as an experimental
philosophy. Positivism, as previously stated, uses its own principles as an outcome of
the dominant approaches to interpret experience and knowledge. These ideas argue
the experience of the real outside world and argue that a different social class and
structure cannot be created by the ideology of bourgeois ideology shaped by the

“false consciousness” it creates on the public consciousness.

As Marx put forward in his preliminary word of "Contribution to the Critique of
the Political Economy", the laws that come out of the real world are detached from it
and are brought before it as if they were something independent of it. According to
Cubukeu, the scientist appearance of the bourgeoisie was shaped to meet the needs of
industrial production. But when science develops and transforms society, the
bourgeoisie demonstrates its reactionary attitude, which it adopts against all
productive forces, towards science, too. The proponents of positivism produce a
narrative of science aimed at distorting science in today's modern capitalist society.
Positivists interpret science as sets of rules that do not produce the knowledge of the

objective world, but only as formulas and observations (Cubukcu, 1994: 92).
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In the study, it was previously stated that the existence and knowability of the
objective world is the main idea of the materialist dialectical thought; this idea
constitutes at the same time the basis for the scientific investigations to understand
the laws of motion of the nature and society.

In the philosophy of positivism, it can be said that the moving universe, which can
be understood by the dialectical understanding, can only be faced with the mechanical

and metaphysical thoughts.

Koker has described the scientific knowledge according to the positivist
understanding; as the understanding of objective reality by the human mind. In other
words, the scientific knowledge is a relationship between the knowledge (subject-
human) and known object (object-nature / society) and it can be expressed as the
perception of the essence of the object by the human mind. Thus, the Positivism
acknowledges the existence of an objective reality outside the human subject which is
the irreversible precondition of scientific knowledge. The main purpose of scientific
knowledge is to explain the ideas about the field of objective reality. (Koker,

2008:22).

According to positivism, all knowledge must be based on experience; empirical-
science is the only way to positive information. The task of the philosophy is to
interpret and illuminate the results of science. It does so by relying on an information
theory that argues that the data that provide the whole structure of information is
individual perception. At the core of this theory it does not interpret the scientific
knowledge as the knowledge of the inner world and the laws of motion but interprets

it within the scope of the structure, mutual relations and regularity across sensory
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data. From this it is concluded that the essence of positivism is always trying to set

limits on the scope and power of human knowledge (Cornforth, 2009:41).

Positivism also limits the knowledge to the interact of the observational data and
it accepts this data as the origin of all knowledge. Therefore, the accuracy of the
scientific method that claim to be the method of obtaining the information may not be
proved. The positivist method that seems to be in a position against idealistic
philosophy with the combination of qualities, sensory data, logical structures is a
productive method for the production of new metaphysical fictions to ensure the

continuity of the bourgeois ideology.

British philosopher Alfred Jules Ayer (1910-1989) has summarized in his work
called “Language, Truth and Logic”; the concluded judgment of the logical
positivism with the natural structure of philosophy, it is not possible to justify the
existence of philosophical fronts or schools in conflict with each other. For this
reason, no more consent should be given to the divisions between philosophers
interested in the state of the philosophy. Because if the problems that the parties or
the schools stand on, have a logical character, it is known that the exact answers can
be given by the philosophers. If they are not logical, they should either be seen
metaphysically or should be subject to a study based on observation or experiment

(Ayer, 1952:133).

With this expression, Ayer concluded that philosophy should refuse all kinds of
metaphysical systems, should leave the examination of the facts on observation or

experimental science and be contented with language analysis. Ayer takes his position
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as a denial of metaphysics and expresses that metaphysics is nonsense, because
metaphysics consists of thesis which are neither solved nor experienced. These thesis
can be valid only if they are analytical or based on experience or a case or observation

or experiment. (Ayer, 1952:135).

According to materialism, the thought is a product of the matter, a reflection of
the matter.

Logical positivism treats the expression of thought or the language in an absolute
abstraction; it completely detracts the language from the function of being an
instrument of thought in the reflection and comprehension of the objective world.
Two different types of bourgeois knowledge theory see the source of knowledge in
the senses or thoughts and isolate these aspects of the individual experience from the
real material process of human activity that they emerge from. In contrast, the
dialectical materialism examines the knowledge on the basis of the social existence of
the people and their interactions as well as their relation with the nature where the
real truth was born. But the logical positivism is based on an idealistic abstraction. It
interprets alone in its linguistic expression; the thought which is based on material
processes, which is a reflection of these processes and is not different from the action

of the matter. (Cornforth, 2009:54).

The judgments of logical positivists on science and logic make it clear that
positivism is an irrational philosophy. The adaptation of the scientific theory with the
material world and its application in practice are denied. The neglect of the mentioned
adaptation in practice can be exemplified by demonstrating the awareness created on

society the by visual design products which are the main topic of this study. To
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remove from the positivist, shell the design outputs created by the leadership of the
capitalist production relations; it can be said that the relations of production should be
examined first of all. To illustrate this issue; the advertising poster of any clothing
company we encounter in everyday life can be examined. From a visual point of
view, design objects have been used in technological limitations and the visual
validity, accuracy or acceptance of the design output is evaluated based on
pragmatism (sales figures, popularity, etc.) determined through positivist approaches.
The design success of an ad image is determined by the rate of hedonism and
maximized profit generated through the consumption object, which is an artificial
need. In this sense, it can be concluded that the visual design products are successful
when they are tried to be evaluated through positivist approaches. However, it is not
possible to evaluate the working conditions of the designer who produced this design
and the exploitation of the workers' labor within the production process within the

scope of positivist philosophy.

Aydin Cubukeu (2006) summarizes the typical features of the philosophy of
positivism. In a period when the revolutionary movement of the working class was
very effective; positivism is the product of the reaction of the bourgeois class, which
sees the said movement as a social issue that needs to be resolved, and in this respect
it shows a very clear class character. In all over the world, the positivism was
dominant in academic circles. Criticism of positivism is not only a philosophical and
theoretical objective, but an important aspect of the regime in the political and
cultural spheres. Positivism patterned itself on the church as a model of organization
which has declared itself as a religion. As in politics and other areas of the class

struggle, it was valid for the science and philosophy. The dialectical materialist point
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of view should be developed for social progress and the development of scientific
knowledge. This is the first condition of a conscious stance against positivism which
is the one of the most effective forms of idealism. In the period when the bourgeoisie
was on the rise, since the materialist philosophical movements have been developed
as part of the struggle against aristocracy, the philosophical ideas of the church were
also criticized. The concepts of the church have lost influence due to the social and
scientific developments. In philosophy, in art, in literature and in science, the
experimental and observation-based movement of thoughts that value human mind

have strengthened. (Cubukeu, 2006:9-18).

Within the scope of the critical examination of the language; in the face of the
problems arising from the relationship between theory and practice; the scientific

demand of thought is expressed by Conforth as follows;

“We need to see language as a means of thinking; we need to
emphasize the relationship between theory and practice; and in order to
make clear explanations about things that will assure the realization of
what we say, in practice and in experience, that will assume the assets
as real; we need to develop a logical technique. In order to make
progress on all these issues, a definite break from the approach and
methodology of positivism is necessary. It cannot be claimed that this
approach and methodology make a new and positive contribution to
philosophy. The so-called positive contributions and services create in
fact idealistic confusions, metaphysical strings, obstacles and build

traps to deceive the good-faith people.” (Cornforth, 2009:284).
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Many of the intellectuals who embrace positivist philosophy are in the mistake
that they can ignore the fundamental philosophical thought and differentiation
between materialism and idealism and keep themselves out of the social conflict that
reflects this. To achieve the goal of progress and advancement of knowledge, it is
necessary to advance materialist thought and to make a conscious struggle against all
forms of idealism, one of the most effective types of modern positivism. Under the
understanding of the place of man in the world, the progress of philosophy has always
based on the material conditions of humanity and served to it. But today's ecoles have
reduced philosophy to an abstract study that requires experience about thought and
language, and ignored the knowledge of the objective world. Their worldview reflects
the crisis of capitalism and serves a completely fragmented social system. This
fragmented philosophy is opposed only by the dialectical materialism. (Cornforth,

2009:304).

In this section, it was tried to be shown the way to discuss with a dialectical
materialist understanding the positivist approaches shaped by bourgeois ideology and
the design outputs created through these approaches. It can be noted that the design
masks all habitats encircled by capitalist forms of production, and at the same time, it
has an important place in the functioning of the mechanisms of choice, decision-
making, and representation etc. of the individuals constituting the society. Because
the design creates strong communication efficiency in the basic assumptions of this
study and it is expressed that it can change and transform the consciousness of

society. Based on the assumption that design is the determinant of all kinds of
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consumption, it can be stated that the social dimension of it should be discussed

through positivist approaches.

2.8. Consumption Society and Design

It is a known fact that each design product that surrounds people is associated
with production and consumption. As the concept of art is assumed to be a design
activity, the idea that art should have a social equivalent to human life can be
attained. According to Lunacharsky, unlike the purity and simplicity of the artistic
principles, the state of extreme complexity, which leads to artificiality and
degeneration, is completely sociological. The basic phenomenon of human history is
the development of labor, the goal of transforming nature into a source of beings,
where human beings can meet all their needs. However, it is not appropriate to
conclude that this law is manifested in a rigid manner through this thought. Through
many irrational elements, misconceptions, supernatural beliefs, and narratives related
to the existence of people, this situation results in meeting improper needs. Historicity
creates complex examples within the general structure of human being’s ability to
overcome nature (Lunacharsky, 2000:57). Among these examples, the ideas
expressed as false or artificial needs can be connected with the phenomenon of
consumption, in a simple expression; the phenomenon of consumption ensured that
the relations of production and consumption penetrated into the masses by
reproducing itself under a different mask every day within the capitalist economic
system. Adorno, one of the leading names of the Frankfurt School carried out
researches on the ideological dimensions of culture used the following statements on

the consumption phenomenon; “Pleasure that man truly finds cannot be separated
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from the devastating consumption. There is no pleasure that does not promise the
satisfaction of a socially established desire; but there is also no pleasure in this

satisfaction that does not promise anything qualitatively different.” (as cited in Jay,

2014:288).

Bourgeois Revolution (The French Revolution 1789), is said to be the heir of a
revolution which, in simple terms, demonstrates equality of people as principle
however cannot achieve it. For this reason, the principle of democracy turns from real
equality, from the edge of capacity, responsibility, social opportunity and pleasure to
the equality before the other images of achievement and pleasure in front of the
object. “The concept of needs is in solidarity with the concept of welfare in the
mysterious system of equality. All people are equal before the principle of need and
satisfaction. As the need is indexed to the value of use, there is an objective
favorableness principle or natural intentionality principle and there is no social or
historical inequality before this principle. There is no proletarian or privileged

situation as use value is mentioned” (Baudrillard, 2016:53).

Besides of the efforts to always increase the consumption, the goods uncovered
through these studies and the chain of experiences obtained by increasing the
consumption perception, the constant creation of new needs is one of the main
characteristics of the consumer culture. The new needs created serve to turn the
consumption into an appetite and the most efficient disposal of the goods produced in

this way. (Baudrillard, 2016:81).
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Within the scope of he relationship between the needs and commodities as well as
the subjects and objects, it can be stated that the individual has become a structure
which maintains the stability of the capitalist economic system instead of being a part
of the dialectic (needs/ commodities, subjects/ objects) in which he/she is actually
involved. In parallel with the industrial relations that developed after the industrial
revolution in the UK, it can be stated that production in western countries has reached

a mass level.

It can be said that this production need is planned to enable people to diversify
their needs and to address new needs that can be artificially expressed. It can be stated
that there is an incredible consumption reality that creates a kind of basic
transformation arising from the reproduction of objects, services and goods that
surround the people at every point of the social life. It can be said that people in this
reality are now surrounded by objects but not by other people, as they were all times
and that the functioning of social life continues according to the movement of the

objects and their continuous succession.

While the durable objects, vehicles or buildings, which can be expressed as design
products in all past civilizations, it can be stated that the design objects in the current
economic structure have lost their individual or social characteristics and they become

the non-permanent objects of consumption within the daily life of the society.

To give an example, a report was published in the newspapers in February 2018

when this thesis was written. The title of the news was: “The oldest light bulb in the
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UK has been burning for 130 years”.’ Here, it is mentioned a light bulb in a house in
the UK, this light bulb was burning since 1883 and have never been turned off. The
consideration of the new design concept depending on technological developments
from 1883 to the present, can give insight to understand the determinism of capitalism
has on the form and usage processes of objects (design products) in order to ensure its

own continuity.

The consumption society needs objects to exist, in other words it needs to destroy
them. The use of objects only leads to slow disappearance of objects. The value
created for the loss of the objects is much more intense. Therefore, the consumption
remains the main alternative to the production; the consumption is only an
intermediary between production and destruction. The objects are available only in
excess only in destruction and they bear witness to wealth in their extinction. In any
case, whether under its symbolic and institutional form, or under its systematic and
institutional form, the destruction will be one of the main functions of post-industrial

society. (Baudrillard, 2016:47).

It may be necessary to include the example of Baudrillard in order to express the
imaginary perception that the commodity (design object) creates after that its
exchange value has been gained. The concept of image presented when the product
enters into the circulation can be exemplified as follows.

The busiest streets of London are crowded with shops whose show cases display
all the riches of the world: Indian shawls, American revolvers, Chinese porcelain,

Parisian corsets, furs from Russia and spices from the tropics; but all of these worldly

9https ://pldturkiye.com/ingilterenin-en-eski-ampulu-130-yildir-yaniyor/
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things bear odious white paper labels with Arabic numerals and then laconic symbols
£, s, d (sterling, shilling, pens). In our times, very few objects are presented on their
own without the context of objects that speak of them. Therefore, the relationship of
the consumer with the object has changed. The consumer turns to a set of objects in a
holistic sense, not a specific object with the special benefit that it provides.

(Baudrillard, 2016:17).

The main common point in the phenomenon of consumption, can be expressed as
the design of manufactured products as promising structures that will meet many
different needs. It can be said that consumption is shaped as an idealistic approach by
the construction of these structures in the intellectual sense. The consumption goods,
which find their place in the illusion world, are continuously transformed into
indicator value.

For this reason, the goods consumed in the consumer culture respond in fact to
hedonism rather than responding to a need and the perception of need created on the
objects of consumption can be shown not as the objects themselves, but as the

thoughts that they form on the consciousness of society.

In this respect, it can be stated that the consumption concept created by the
capitalist forms of production is an idealistic structure away from historical
materialist approach. Adorno expresses as follows the phenomenon of consumption’s

illusion shown as impossible to satisfy;

“If the consumption had been a desire to swallow or devour, then we

should have had a saturation. But we know this is not the case: We always
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want to consume more and more. This irresistible demand for
consumption is neither a result of a number of psychological factors nor a
simple competitive power. If the consumption seems to be an implacable
feeling, this is because the requirements are now saturated or it is a
complete idealistic practice that has nothing to do with the principle of

reality. (Adorno, 1981:24-25).

In the statements of Baudrillard and Adorno on the consumer culture given in this
chapter, it can be said that the economic base, in other words the infrastructure is
ignored. This approach, in fact, can create the idea that the production forces and the
production relations exist automatically by themselves, therefore, the philosophers
who criticize the consumption culture by saying that this concept is an idealist
structure, can be considered denying the economic basis of the production process. In
this context, it may not be concluded that they adopted this historical materialist

analysis of the society.

In the “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Marx” argues that
human needs are transformed into an abstract form and this argument is expressed as
follows: the only real need is the need for money, since the determination of the needs
and the sense of satisfaction are linked to the access to the commodities. When it
comes to the market relations of the capitalist economic system, the elimination of the
need for money is, above all, only possible by the creation of new human needs,
which is assumed to constitute cyclically the source of an incentive element. (Marx,

2014:120).
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The production process does not satisfy just by providing a material object to the
need, but it also produces a need for the object. The phenomenon of consumption can
be expressed firstly in the form of a request through the object, when it is
distinguished from its own structure. The need for the object, occurs in relation to the
way that the concerned object is perceived. A design object finds expression in the
concept of consumption as an object of pleasure and creates an audience. For this
reason, the production is not limited by producing an object for the subject, but it also

produces a subject for the object. (Marks, Engles, Lenin, 2006:85).

In the phenomenon of consumption, the place of the design concept can be
thought can be considered as a discipline of orienting /directing the human beings.
Nowadays the people can be designed and directed just like a design object and this
management thought can be defined as a structure foreseen by the obedience and
approval system. According to Artun, the people apply a form of governance focused
on the consent behavior. This is the fact which lies on the basis of neo-liberal cultural
policies expressed as “culturalism”. Today, the concept of culture is not considered as
a concept based on the production, social life, art and literature and this is only

associated with consumption. (Artun, 2010:49).

As a result of the ownership and property relations which were changing since the
French Revolution (1789), there have also been fundamental changes in the
production of labor. It can be stated that starting from this period, the tastes and

thoughts of the bourgeois class have become the dominant ideas. In this context, it
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can be said that the design was raised by Art Nouveau'’ (New Art) and Equipped

with the necessary tools by the Bauhaus'".

Starting from the period of the emergence of the said art movements, it can be
said that the design approach has become widespread through the economic structures
and fully implemented with the capitalist economic system. According to Foster, “the
design is today the most basic form of the distorted reconciliation of life with art”
(Foster, 2015:36) and it cannot be argued that this thought is a new concept. In today's
competitive environment, it can be expressed that the development of new methods
that will affect the consumer has become mandatory. For example, it can be said that
the design of a packaging, which is a design product, has become almost as important
as the product itself.

According to Foster, the current period indicates mathematically a jump in the

quantity increase, with the “flexible specialization” of the Post-Fordist'? production;

' The Art Nouveau movement has been called by different names in many different countries. The
movement is called as Art Nouveau in France, Modernista in Spain, Jugendstil in Germany, Stile des
Vingt in Belgium, Stile Inglese in Italy and Secessionstil in Austria. Art Nouveau movement occurred
in two separate phases. The first one is the formation of the first years of the flowering, curved lines that
come to mind when Art Nouveau is called. These forms were first seen in England, then continued with
different examples in Belgium and France. The second phase of the movement where the lines are flat-
tened and the geometric shaping occured was developed in Scotland and then under its influence in
Austria. With the effort of combining the arts and crafts that William Morris initiated, the craftsmen
found employment within his trend, known as “arts and crafts movement” in the UK. In the period of
Art Nouveau, significant changes and developments were observed in the art of posters. The Poster de-
signers such as Lautrec, Steinlen, Cheret, Cappiello have reflected especially on their designs, the effects
in graphic arts of this movement. (Ayaydin, 2015)

"'"The State Bauhaus School was founded in 1919 in Weimar by the architect Walter Gropius. In the
Bauhaus school, which was founded on constructive thinking, the education and training system was
grouped under three main branches: architecture, painting and sculpture. In this school, by seeing the
common features of fine arts and design arts; Gropius sought to reestablish the links between crafts-
men, artists, architects and the industries and thus combining art and industry. (Bulat, Bulat & Ay-
din:2014)

"The emergence of the concept of Fordism is expressed as a mass production system designed for the
production of a single model and this system is intended to create standardization in products. In this
sense, Fordism is expressed as the interconnection of the mass production and mass consumption. Af-
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the goods which have the exchange value are constantly shaped into different faces
and a constant need for demand is created in the markets. Today, each design product
goes beyond being an object of desire and is also liberated. The consumer who is
interested in reviewing the pages of the thematic magazine catalogs or in online
shopping; looking at the products, sees almost himself in the spot of the visual by
saying “yes, it’s me”. Adapting the consumption to the consumer has played in every
way an important role in the creation of the “miniature me” concept and is one of the

reasons for today's design inflation (Foster, 2015:37).

ter World War II, the welfare environment, especially in US and many European countries, was re-
placed by the economic crisis in the 1970s. This economic crisis in the world markets has brought pro-
duction to a halt, in this crisis, the Fordist mode of production has transformed into the post-fordist
mode of production, expressed as flexible production or differentiated production. (Harvey, 2012:93).
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3. DESIGN: SOCIETY, CLASS, UNION STRUCTURES

3.1. Society

In order to discuss the effects on the public awareness of the visual design
products produced by trade unions; it will be appropriate to bring into question in
terms of design, the society and the phenomenon of class which forms the society.
Under this heading, the society will be considered under the liberal and Marxist
approaches. The reason for this is that Lenin has divided the class phenomenon into
two as bourgeois and working class. And under the heading of Post Marxism, it will
be discussed how it is distanced from the class phenomenon in the theoretical sense,

by the accusations of “economic reductionism” directed against Marxism.

3.1.1. The Society in terms of Liberalism and Marxism

It is important for the scope of this study that the design which is expressed as
“(...) the most basic human activity” (As cited in Bayazit, 2008:175) is examined with
the historical materialism method of Marx and discussed under the concepts such as
commodification, alienation, consumption and consciousness etc. through these
outputs. It can be stated that it is possible to analyze the concept of design by using
the dialectical method which is the basis of the historical materialism. It can be stated
that the visual design products of May 1st, Workers’ Day produced by the Reformist
Workers’ Union (DISK) which will be examined in this study in line with Marx's
expression of “what determines the human consciousness is its social living
conditions”; have been developed and formed as a result of the social and economic

relations in Turkey and in the world depending on production relations.
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While the Class relations that create the society can be expressed in this context;
for the production of material life; the unions in Turkey and in the world operate in
order to obtain the provision of the wage labor by the class consciousness; therefore;
it can be stated that the establishment of the unions is an important tool of the
organized struggle. In this context, Marx's findings on the importance of social

relations of production can be consulted.

“People engage in certain relationships which are necessary in their social
production and which are independent of their own will; these production relations
correspond to certain stages of development of the material productive forces. The
whole of the production relations constitute the economic structure of the society.”

(Marx, 2011:25).

Marx classifies the developmental stages of the communal living by separating
them into historical periods such as the primitive communal, the Asian production
type, the antiquity, feudal, capitalist and socialist society. Marx starts the first period
of the humanity with the primitive communal society, the class conflict has an
important place in the development of these societies. In the primitive communal
period, people were dependent on nature and there was no private property and class
phenomenon. The Asian production type is the model of the societies other than
Western civilization, the most important feature of this production structure is that it
does not allow the accumulation of the capital due to the fact that the land cannot be
transferred through ownership. The first societies that emerged after the private
ownership concept were the ancient societies consisting of two classes such as the

masters and slaves. In the feudal society, the masters were replaced by the landlords
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and the slaves were replaced by the peasants who had to work under the ruling of the
landlords in the lands of the latters. After the feudal society, the new society was
constituted by the bourgeoisie possessing the means of the capitalist production, in
other words the capital owners and by the working class that had to sell its labor force
in return of a wage. Marx has envisaged a classless society, socialism, as a result of
the conflict of the capitalist and working class in the capitalist societies. The
bourgeois type of production is differentiated from other social structures in various
aspects. The Asian production type, the antiquity, feudal and modern bourgeois types
of production can be expressed as the progress of the economic and social formation.
And the bourgeois type of production is expressed as a situation of opposition
emerging by the conditions of social existence of the individuals. These productive
forces within the bourgeois society create at the same time the material conditions
that will solve this opposition. With this social formation that emerges, the prehistory

of the human society ends (Marks, 2011:40).

“The society is not just a simple sum of the persons who constitute it but it is an
organization with a uniform integrity and a system divided into various forms and
modified and developed by the people’s practical activities in material production
and in class struggle according to specific, objective laws.” (Buhr & Kosing,
1999:419). As it is understood from this definition, regardless of the structure of the
society, it can be stated that it occurs as a result of mutual human activities and the
basic dynamics of the society is the production relations with economic

characteristics.
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The change and transformation in the ownership relations with the end of the
feudalism; have led to pass to the bourgeois class the control of the (land) ownership
which was before in the hands of a particular segment. Above, with Marx's
expression, the bourgeois type of production was defined as a situation of opposition
to the conditions of the individuals’ social existence. It can be said that the Liberal
system, which replaces the feudal society, has put forward the individualism that
emerged from the bourgeois class. The concepts such as the “freedom, equality,
justice, tolerance, community, ideology, capital, property/ownership” which can be
related to the concept of liberalism can be expressed as the most strategic objectives
of the capitalist system. The name of the new expression of the economic structure
that accommodates these strategic goals is liberalism. The capitalism is a mode of
production in which the ownership of the production means does not belong to the
State, but instead belongs to the owners of the capital, the main idea of capitalism is

expressed as the unlimited capital. (Buhr & Kosing, 1999, Dowd, 2003)

The liberalism, which can be expressed as an ideology, is analyzed under two
headings as economic and political liberalism. While the economic liberalism
provides its economic structure through the capitalist conduct, the political liberalism
can be summarized with the slogans of “Liberty, Equality and fraternity” of the
French Revolution. The concept of liberalism can be expressed as a system that took
place in the period from the 15th century to the last half of the 19th century in
Western Europe and replaced the feudal society. The liberalism is a theory and
doctrine based on the free market system that accepts away from government

intervention, the individualism, individual rights and freedoms, private ownership.
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Along with its development process, the liberalism has become in the end an
ideology since it was in a position directing the political actions and state policies.
Because it is a structure defending the economic and political interests of the capital

class and at the same time, it observes the interests of this class. (Akdag, 2014:77-78).

The capitalism, expressed as the economic structure of liberalism, has survived
and continues to exist also today through the structures of the Europe which was
living with the monarchy and mercantilism'’, which were no longer able to reach an
advanced point in the economic base. In this structure, the colonialism and
nationalism are progressing by increasing their powers due to the dynamic but also
inequitable, explosive and dangerous relations of the industrialization (Buhr &
Kosing, 1999:144). In the 1640s, in order to obtain the modern industry and capitalist
domination, the UK has begun to enter into a structuring that prepares some
flexibility in the social and economic sphere. The most important element of this
liberalization period, where the stability and social control were replaced by the
commercial criteria and rapid change is the movement of “enclosure, inclosure or
enclosing” in the last period of the 18th century. This process has resulted in the
commodification of the agricultural lands, grasslands or cultivation areas, in other
words, of the lands and hence, of the workforce. Since the commodification has
created the meaning that all goods and services can be sold; the resulting labor force

was actually a slave labor. (Dowd, 2008:39). It can be stated that a rich class

BMercantilism is an economic term that emerged in Western Europe in the 16th century and it can be
expressed as an economic term which assumes that the welfare criterion of the state depends on the
capital.
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possessing the means of the production was created with the acquisition of the
agricultural lands by a certain class. Based on the expression of Marx saying that
“The class which has the means of material production at its disposal, has control at
the same time over the means of mental production’; it can be said that the richness
created on a certain part of the society allowed the creation of a dominant ideology

and enabled the people to be managed massively.

This formation process, which coincides with the second half of the 19th century,
made possible the mass production, the fast sea and land transportation and a very
rapid production in the agriculture and industry with the steam power. With this
increase in production, the economy and imperialism were created through huge
companies. All these formations created the Second Industrial Revolution and at the
same time made it compulsory. It was the theoretical and intellectual enrichment of
the economic, political and social diversification that Britain's industrial capitalism

needed and maintained. (Dowd, 2008:46).

It can be said that the use of steam power, which makes the industrial production
possible, emerged as a design model. This design model makes possible to steer the
steam boilers and the steam exhaled from these boilers through the pipes and thus, to
give the needed motion to the machine. The machine which is a design product and
the industry created by the machinery; by building an economic structure on the

world, has contributed to the emergence of the imperialism.

The design elements (machines) developed over the assumption that the human

life will be facilitated in fact, has become a tool for massification of the labor
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exploitation. In the process until the industrial revolution, the material production was
provided by the agriculture and the settlement was in rural areas. The fact that the
societies living before in a dispersed settlement system have started to live together in
mass, can be expressed with the change in the way of the labor production, the

transition from the agricultural life to the city and urban life.

The concept of wage labor has caused mass production as a result of the
formation of industrial societies and has created the industrialized societies with the
industrial revolution in Britain. This change has also led to a change in the class
relations, as a result of which an increasingly powerful class of bourgeoisie has
emerged. While the changing class relations created the impoverished working class,
this process has also revealed the strengthening unions. With the unionization, the
social democratic movement gained power and obtained the political rights prior to
the economic rights. The liberal system based on the capitalism's free market
economy, argues that the public and social security policies should be taken out of the
state control and opened to competition. Those who adopt the liberal economy
believe that this system constitutes an objective and equitable income distribution and
it can be said that in this system, they consider the free market economy superior to

the social state. (Akt: Sallan: 1999).

Although the liberal system emerged with the concepts of the “liberty, equality,
fraternity”; it can be stated that the reflections of this system in social economic and
cultural fields are not actually like this. Even though the promise of freedom and
equality in the economic field emphasizes that everybody has equal rights and

freedoms in the free economy, since the liberal economy created by the bourgeois



121

class is under the control of the owners of capital, it can be said that the concepts of
equality and freedom will be valid also just for them. In this concept, the developing
production relations have formed almost a system of slavery within the working class.
The search for the rights within this slavery system is possible by the trade union
struggle. In response to the social structure of the liberal system, Marxist approaches

can be emphasized.

Marx expresses the historical development process of the human being as follows;
“the human beings need food, clothing, shoes, shelter and other material assets in
order to survive”. The human beings need to produce them, so they must be in action.
Every society that cannot produce its material existence disappears. For this reason,
for every society, the production of physical assets is the first step of the existence
and development of the society. (Marx, 2014). It can be stated that Marx's production
concept of material assets includes the production process, human labor, production

tools and business subjects.

Marx begins with the concept of commodity to analyze the capitalist mode of
production.

In this economic structure, everything can be bought and sold or even human
labor is commodified. In the social structure, the relations between people are related
to the relations between the commodities. The concept of commodity is a concept that
includes the most fundamental economic essence of the bourgeois society. Thus, the
commodity reflects the fundamental contradictions of the capitalism. (Nikiti,
1995:37). While the bourgeois capital can be expressed as the unlimited

accumulation of the commodities; the commodity appears as a simple structure in this
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accumulation process. But every commodity should be considered in two aspects
such as the usage value and exchange value. The concept of commodity is a means of
subsistence with the most comprehensive expression of the word. The commodity is
expressed as the production of the products that are not based on the personal

consumption and circulated in the market (sales, market etc.) (Marks, 2011:43).

Marx considers the western society and state theory, as a tradition in legal
relations and political systems in line with people's activities. This criticism of Marx
is based on the idea that the legal relations and state forms cannot be expressed only
by themselves, according to him; instead, it can be stated that the basis of the legal
and political structures should be questioned in the material relations of the people.
(Gogmen, 2011). In the introduction of its work called “A Contribution to the
Critique of Political Economy” he expresses the legal relations and the state forms of
the Western societies through Hegel's theory of the state: “legal relations as well as
forms of state are to be grasped neither from them nor from the so-called general
development of the human spirit. They all lie in the relations of the material life which
they gather under the name of “bourgeois society”. But the anatomy of bourgeois
society is to be sought in the political economy” (Marx, 2011:38). It is known that the
starting point of the political criticism developed by Marx is the concept of labor.
Nikitin defines the concept of labor as follows; the labor expressed as the business
and work is a useful activity of man for the production of the material life. Man, with
the action of work, has an impact on nature to meet his own needs. The concept of
labor (business) is the basic activity of the human life which is specific to the human
beings. It is a concept that human beings must do continuously and naturally.

(Nikitin, 1995:12). It can be stated that without the means of production, the
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production process of labor, which is a human activity, will not be possible. In this
sense, it can be said that the design directs, changes and transforms the means of the
production and the process of formation (design) of these means. All kinds of
machines, tools and materials, buildings are the means designed in the development
process from the early stages of human life to the present, in other words, it can be
said that working with the means of production means that people work on objects
(design products) which constitute the purpose of labor. Nikitin refers to the role of
land in the production of material life; “The land is a universal business tool and is
one of the production tools among all business tools, which have a definitive role. The
power of man's influence on nature depends on the work tools used by man” (Nikitin,
1995:13). Nikitin expressed that Marx also has separated the economic processes not
according to the material production in the production periods, but according to the

work tools that provide the material production (Nikitin, 1995:18).

“The classical economy was born with criticisms and attacks against the scattered
remains of the political, feudal and mercantilist periods, hence it was an economy
related to change and development.” (Dowd, 2008:113). During the nineteenth
century, with the developments in the capitalism, it is known that there are radical
changes in class relations within the industrialized societies. While the bourgeoisie,
who possessed the capital and tried to increase it every day, has impoverished the
working class, the working class who had to seek more social rights has struggled to
obtain trade union rights and freedoms and so, in this context, an increase has been
observed in the number of the unions. In this period, Turkey was ruled under
emperorship and the industry was on a small scale just meeting the war requirements.

With the beginning of the industrial production; England, seeking for new markets,
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and then France and Germany, have adopted the policies that tried to subjugate the
Ottoman Empire and other (non-industrial) backward countries (Siilker, 2004:21).
Dowd, who has researches on the classical economic political theorists and
economists, expresses that the classical liberal economy is an ideology camouflaged
in a professional manner rather than an economic structure. This economic structure
which guided the global economic policy until 1930s, influences again the whole
world after a period that it was thought to be disappeared during the (great
depression) economic crisis of 1929 and then in the process of the world wars. This
system, which made felt itself in the past through the payment of human and social
costs, has caused today the addition of the environmental destruction to the current
conditions of production and consumption relations moving in a dizzying speed and
this system continues to increase its destructive effects on every aspect of social life.

(Dowd, 2008,118).

The Industrial Revolution can be regarded as the beginning of globalization in
terms of increasing the momentum of economic and technological advancements.
This technical progress recorded in the history of the world has transformed in one
sense the era of world wars and has prepared the ground for it in another sense.
Between 1914 and 1945, it shaken the world balances in the economic, social and
political spheres. This transformation axis is referred to as the age of disasters

(Bakirtag & Tekingen, 2004).

With the Employment Theory of the British economist John Maynard Keynes,
published in 1936, in addition to being a political mass in order to create employment,

the continuous mass unemployment has taken its place in the literature as an
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economic weighted argument. With its employment theory, Keynes has argued that in
case of the creation of full employment, the incomes of the workers would increase
the total demand and this would create a spark effect in the economy. This idea stems
from the fact that the mass unemployment has come to a point of political and
sociological explosion. (Dowd, 2008:171). In this sense, it is seen that the Great
Depression has destructive effects on every aspect of social life. The Bolshevik
Revolution, referred to as the October Revolution of 1917 shows that the Soviet
Union, which left the capitalist system, was not affected by the economic crisis in
America. Between 1926 and 1936, while most of the countries in the world,
especially liberal western capitalism, were in a great crisis and recession, the Soviet
Union has experienced significant growth in the industrial field (Bakirtas, Tekinsen,

2004).

The first half of the 20th century was a period in which the chaos, war and crisis
environment prevailed all over the world. In the process from the First World War to
the Great Economic Depression of 1929, the United States has become the
superpower of the world. In accordance with the requirements of the Treaty of
Versailles (Paris Peace Conference-1919), which was signed in Germany at the end
of the First World War, Germany was obliged to provide the national structuring and
to pay the war indemnity to the victorious countries. The National Socialist Party,
which came into power in Germany in 1933 under the leadership of Hitler, has
ensured the increase in imports and efficient use of internal resources by providing
the necessary investments and the indemnities to be paid. Although the American
hegemony dominated the world Between 1938 and 1944, in this period Germany has

increased its power in the military field. (Bakirtag & Tekingsen, 2004, Dowd, 2008).
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The United States, which was previously expressed as to become the superpower
by the end of the first and second world wars, in the aftermath of the Second World
War, held more than 80% of the world's gold reserves. With this power, the US dollar

was a kind of gold. (Dowd, 2008:202).

Therefore, it can be stated that The United States of America has made its
currency a reserve currency by ensuring that currencies of all other countries are
linked to the gold at a constant rate against gold with the Bretton Woods agreements,
signed in 1944 in order to create a hegemonic power. This economic orientation aims
to manage the currencies and to manage economically all countries in the world. The
very known institutions such as IMF (International Monetary Fund), World Bank and
GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) can be considered as the products
of the Bretton Woods agreements. The United States of America which became a
superpower aimed to establish a political and military hegemony over the capitalist
world by using the economic superiority that it possessed (Hall & Jacques, 1995:189-
195). In 1949 the United States had 400 military bases spread to 56 countries around
the world, NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), founded in the same year as
an international military alliance was signed by 12 countries and in later periods, the
number of the signatories to this alliance has reached 17. NATO has played an
important role in making the developing countries a market for the imperialist

countries (Dowd, 2008:193-194).

In the early 20th century, all societies were affected by the chaos caused by the

economic, political and military turmoil lived at the end of World War II. With the
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ending of World War II, another element affected by this destruction was the ground
that brought capitalism. The United States emerged as a superpower in the economic
and industrial area from the World War II which had a devastating effect on every
aspect of social life. After the war, the period between the late 1940s and early 1970s
was the process in which the capitalism has created the most historical expansion in
terms of scope and infrastructure and this expansion has manifested itself in all
economic areas. The need for the consumption products has reached a very rapid
growth in all sectors such as all kinds of production sectors; especially in the industry,
agriculture and service sectors and largely in the areas of transportation and finance.
(Dowd, 2008:187). Despite the devastation and the state of chaos after world war I1.;
the United States has emerged from the war as a superpower, and has also made

significant progress in the field of industrial production.

“A new social formation system emerged with economic or political interaction
either privately or publicly, consciously or unconsciously: “monopoly capitalism”
(Dowd, 2008:188). The concept of “Monopoly capitalism”, is a concept used among
those who adopt Marxist economics and philosophy. In the light of social and
economic relations before and after industrialization, it can be stated that capitalism is
a system that started with the beginning of the 19th century and gained maturity after
the Second World War. While the capitalist system is expressed as the transition of
the product and service market to the private sector after the industrial revolution, the
“monopoly capitalism” is a system where all social institutions and processes are

dependent on the economy.
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The reconstruction process of the expansion and extension infrastructure of the
economy globalizing after the Industrial Revolution in Britain but interrupted by the
destruction and the state of chaos encountered after the World War 11, has gained

momentum since 1950s.

Another issue more important than this rapid progression, is that the political
economy of the American capitalism was also determining the strategies of the world
economic expansion. Due to the economic and sociological collapse in Europe seen
immediately after the end of World War II, the United States has adopted the mission
of reviving the economies of countries in various ways (Dowd, 2008:193). The Cold
War with the Soviet Union can be seen as one of the most important strategic moves
determined with the aim of reviving and keeping alive the capitalist economy after
the war. In this process, a bipolar world axis was created. Considering movements
created within the scope of anti-communism propagandas all over the world, it is
important to consider the relations between this process and the economic structure
after World War II. Various interest groups, such as capital owners, political circles
making global economic plans, and militarists, can be seen as an artificial threat to the
Cold War. In this sense, how and why the Cold 