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THE HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL RESTORATION 

IN TURKEY: FROM 1869 TO THE PRESENT TIMES 

.-

With the Tanzimat Period, efforts of approaching 

the West, not only in terms of economics but also in 

terms of cultural aspects, are observed. And as a 

result of this, the interest of Europeans in antiquities 

form the motivating force of the approacn to preservation 

rather than the indigenous cultural data of the country 

and the role of thase data within the indigenous life. 

During this period, the issue is defined in Western 

countries in administration, legal and op'erationa.l terms. 

On the other hand, no such effort is seen on the part of 

Ottomans although they had the necessary potential -both 

quantitatively and qualitatively- because the architeoture 

was already preserved in life. Till the first legal 

provision was taken under the influence of Europe, the 

preservation of architecture was carried out through 

repair. In this fr~~ework the aim of repair was to 

maintain tne oontinuity ot', function. Such an aim implies 

the use of fashionable styles of the period in preserva

tion. The activities that began by the secon. naif of 
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the 19th century, concerning the protection of antiqui

ties and the foundation of museums did not lead the 

intellectuals in the field to take the necessary measu

res for the organization of restoration activities 

which was a necessary branch. As the smuggling of aro

haeological findings from the country was the most 

important issue of the period and all legal arrangements 

were attempts to prevent this smuggling, the conviction 

that "strangers would not take buildings along with them" 

might have become a reason for this. Besides, the fact 

that the preservation of architecture was already inherent 

in everyday life might have rendered speoial measures 

unnecessary. 

Considerations of loyalty to the original charac

teristics of the period and the tendency to keep the 

parts added in the course of history eveR if they do 

not fit the original oharacteristics; now guide the 

restoration activities. 

Architecture, which was "repaired" in the past 

to maintain the "continuity of function", is "restored" 

for the "continuity of culture and history" today; in a 

developing country like Turkey, keeping the characteris

tics of being a problem deprived of publicity. 
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1869' DAN GtlNuMUzE TURK!YE'DE M!~~! 

RESTORASYON TARtH! 

.-

Tanzimat Donemi ile birlikte, Batl'ya, yalnlz 

ekonomik de~il kUltUrel aQldan da yaklnla~ma Qabalarl 

gorUlUr. Bunun sonucu olarak da koruma olaylnln hareket 

noktaslnl ulkenin kendi ktilturel verileri ve bunlarln 

kendi ya~antlmlz iQindeki yeri degil, Avrupalllarln 
. 

eski eserlere gosterdi~i ilgi olu~turur. Bu donemde, 

Batl ulkelerinde bu konu, ilkeleri, idari ve hukuki 

tedbirleri, uygulaylcl yanl ile aQlkQa tanlmlanml~tlr. 

Osmanll 'da ise, onoeleri, koruma, onarma gib:J. bir yakla-' 

~lma diirtu olu~turacak potansiyel (hem nictlik hem nite

lik aQlslndan da zengin) var oldu~uhalde bu tur bir 

Qaba gozlenmez, Qtinku mimari, ya~am iQinde zaten korun

maktadlr. Batl etkili ilk yasal duzenlemeler ba§laylncaya 

kadar koruma olayl tamir yoluyla sUrer. Bu durumda tami

rin amaCl da fonksyonun sureklili~ini saglamaktlr. AmaQ 

.. 

bu olunca da onarlmda moda uslubun uygulanmasl kaQlnllmazdlr. 

Osmanll'da XIX. ylizyllln ikinci yarlSlnda ba~layan mlize

cilik hareketi ile birlikte, ona Qok gerekli olan mimari 

restorasyon dallnl te~kilatlandlrmak dU~UnUlmemi~tir. 
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Bunun bir nedeni, bu dcnemde en cnemli sorunun arkeoloj,ik 

buluntularln dl~arl got~rUIU~U ve bUtUn yasal geli~mele~ 

rin bunu onleme Qabalarl olmasl gerQe~1nden hareketle, 

"nasllsa yabancllar binalarl gctUremez" gorU~U olabil1r. 

B1r ba~ka ueden de mimarinia ya~am iQinde korunmaslnln 

ayrlca ele allnmaslnl gerektirmemi§ olabilecegidir. 

BugUn, "n1Qin reBto~e ediyoruz?" sorusunun yanltl 

ne halk ne de ilgililer nezdinde aQlk olmamakla birlikte, 

restorasyon bilinQli bir giri~im olarak ele allnlyor. 

Donem ozelli~ini koruma ve eskiye sadlk kalma e~i1imi 

belirgin. Bunda, konunun u1uslararasl dUzeyde de popUler-

11k kazanmaslnln etkisi var. 

DUn, "fonksyonun sUrekl111gi" iQin "tamir edilen" 

mimari, bugUn "kUltUrUn ve tarihin sUrekliligini sag1amak'" 

iQin, belirli ilkeler dogrultusunda "restore" ediliyor, 

Tlirkiye gibi gel1~mekte olan bir Ulkede gUnlUk ya~amln 

bir parQ~sl o lama dan ve kitle desteginden yoksun, sahip

siz bir sorun olma ozelli~1n1 de koruyarak. 
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"Arohiteoture is to be regarded by us with the 

most serious thought. We may live without her and worship 
b~ without her, we oannot remember without her." (Ruskin, 

I9IO:323) 

"We need memories -elements of the past to help 

us oompose a pioture of the present. It is not possible 

to freeze one's life at any partioular moment but it is 

possible and neoessary to retain oertain landmarks that 

identify the way that we have progressed. Plaoes are 

muoh like people, they have to be a mixture of the then 

and the now." (Amery,C. and Cruiokshank,D.) 



INTRODUCTION 

The foous of this study is the historical develop

ment and evaluatin of arohiteotural restoration activiti-

es in Turkey. Beginning with the first "Asar-l 'Atika Ni-
; 

zamnamesi" (1869), the obj~~tives behind the restoration 

aotivities,the basic prinoiples, the regulations, the 

institutions that oarry the implementations are examined, 

including an analysis of specifio examples. 

Wherever there is abuilding, inevitably, there 

appears the oonoept of "repair" or "restoration". However, 

restoration today is not what it was hundred years ago. 

The outlook for arohiteotural restoration has undoubtedly 

improved sinoe the last oentury.This is the reason why 

this topic is chosen as the sub ject' of stu'dy. 



I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

During the years 1839-1878 whioh is oalled 

"Tanzimat Period" Ottomans sought to aoquire some of the 

oharaoteristios oommon to the industrially adoanoed 

oountries of Europe. During this period, the oonoeption 
; 

that Europe had a different system; Western oivilization, 

developed. This new understanding had two features: One 

of them was that they felt an appetite for the European 

oivilization, espeoia11y for the European way of living. 

A seoond important point was the realization of the 

prinoip1esand the rules of CiTi1 life, and the app1ioa

tion of laws. Being stimulated by international oontaots, 
. 
this tide of. Westernization oontinued to get stronger 

and stronger. But the ohanges were all oonfined to 

form rather than essenoe. 

The oore of the Western oivilization was "ohange te • 

Europe's wat was an all-encompassing and global prooess 

of ou1tura1 and socio-eoonomic change. But the Ottoman 

system was dependent on "order" whioh had its roots in 

"tradition" • 

This oontradiotion between the two led the aoti

vity towards Westernization to be a superficial Europea

nization. The origins of the Western oivi1ization, the 

importance of soientifio approaoh and the relation of 

these to life were not totally understood. (Berkes, 

I975:I93-I94) 

The development of the politioa1 relationships 
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with the European oountries naturally affeoted the arts. 

The approaoh to the Western model in terms of eoonomics, 

necessarily brought in the cultural ohanges. As a ,result 

of this, many foreign elements were adopted. Among them 

was the idea of the preservation of the cultural elements. 

The idea was foreign to the ottoman sooiety. It 

did not draw its lifeblood from the. reservoir of accumu

lated oultural experienoe of the oountry. The activating 

foroe for this movement was stimulated not by the original - . 

oultural data of the country but by the interest of the 

European sooiety in antiquities. (AkQura,I972:39) The 

absenoe of a Turkish word to mean restoration is a good 

proot for this. Still, the word "restorasyon" is used in 
. 
Turkish to mean "restoration" 

What seems interesting here is the fact that this 

idea of preservation was imported from Europe which is 

characterized by "change", although it seems more fitting 

to a system oharacterized by "order". 

During this ~eriod, governments of the European 

countries organized special offices for the restoration 

of historical monuments. We see France, England, Holland, 

Poland forming their own offices and enacting laws. (U1-

gen,I943:I6-I7~I8-19) 

The Europe of this e'ra was oharacterized by 

feelings of nostalgia. (Mock and Mock,I966:}~) During 

this period, the Industrial Revolution ohanged the fac. 

of Europe. From then on, the world was no longer the 

same. Eaoh country felt the impact of industrialization. 



---~~----

There emerged an excessive interest in historical styles. 

Dislike for the results of industry and the fear of 

machine age led Europeans to take refuge in the past. 

Wish to understand the cultural origins of western civi

lization increased. They looked baok for roots. (from the 

,lecture notes of Hist.56I by A.Kuran,Deo.I98') The idea 

that Roman antiquities belonged to the whole Europe 

developed. A rush to the oradle of civilizations to 

collect artifacts was seen. Those who had not seen Rome 

were not oonsidered as intellectual. (Erder,I975:56-6I) 

In this respect, Mediterranean area was important. So, 

we had an influx of Western soholars ooming to the Medi

terranean basin. The first archaeological exoavation was 

done in the year 1871, by a German, Heinrich Sc.b.limann 

at the site oalled Hisarllk. (Temelkuran,I969:70) From 

this time onwards, not on17 the arohaeological artifaots 

but also arohitectural pieces were oarried out of the 

ottoman territories. Some of them, like the Temple of 

Artemis, were smuggled; ,and some were sold; Temple of 

Zeus in Pergamum wa bought by Berlin Museum,paying 

40 OOO,franos during the period of KeQecizade Fuat Pa§a 

(1871) (T.V.Program:'Eski Eser KaQakQlll~l ve Tahribi:BU

yUk Soygun,II',Feb.I"I985) ; or sent as present, like 

the altar of Pergamum, to ,Wilhelm II by AbdUlhamid II. 

(Arseven,I94,:209) 

Although the ottoman sooiety had the neoessary 

potential -both quantitatively and qualitatively- whioh 

oould stimulate the effort to preserve, there was no 



such interest. The reason for the lack of interest is 

embedded in the faot that the monuments were already 

being kept in good condition. They were still functional 

in life, meeting the needs of the society. And therefore 

there was no need to take measures. The secret of this was 

in "watf" system. 

"Wakf" was an institution which had great effects 

on economic, sooial and oultural life of the Ottomans. 

According to the Shari'a it means to endow the profits 

, 

of a property on speoial conditions (Vaklflar uenel MU

dUrlUgu,I9T5:xiii) , that is a thing whicn while retaining 

its substanoe yields a usufruct and of which the owner has 

surrendered his power of'disposal with the stipulation 

that the yield is used for permitted good purposes: 

"It means to donate the profit of a property 
by keeping it from oirculati.on eternally: for 
example, a distriot needs a school or a hos
pital. You are rich. You oondition the buil
ding.and management of this school or hospi
tal with your wealt~ The aim is to do a kind
ness and to be delighted with this. You con
dition the building of khans or shops as a 
source of inoome for the upkeep and manage
ment of this sOhool or hospital forever. The 
~prietorship is not yours anymore. The 
property gains an artifioial personality. And 
even in case of your death. this property passes 
from generati~n to generation. Thus, this 
kind of disposal is called wakf."I (Ekrem 
Cemal,I9:55:7) 

TheT were independent institutlons which were not 

under the control and responsibility of the State. 

The director of a wakf was oalled "mUtevelli" and 



the direotor of a few wakfs was oalled "nazlr". Those who 

had founded a waltf had to put down some re,quirements for 

the survival of it. The document which collected these 

conditions was called "wakfiye". Wakfiye achieves legal 

foroe after being entered into the register of court of 

record. (Ergin,I944:37) Buildings within the ottoman 

territory whioh were demolished by "zelzele-i azime, 

ihrak-l aaim, ~iddet-i rUzgar, kesret-i emtar, ~iddet-i 

~lta, istila-i kefere" were repaired by the mntevellis 

of the w&kfs'. (Erdogan,I968:I50) In terms of legal 

provis-ions, if the mUtevelli avoided repai:r a~d if wakf 

had suffioient inoome to meet the expenses, he would be 

urged for repair, and if he still persisted in avoiding, 

he would be discharged from offioe and someone else would 

be appointed. (Baklrer,I970:I22) 

The confirmatory elements of the Wakf1yes were 

moral rather than material. Hadith, saored verses, or 

ourses were written down at the final part of the Wakfiyes 

'" to threaten those who attept to disobey the rules morally. 

(Ergin,I944:'7) For example, the final part of the Wakfiye 

of the Zawiye of Ishaki Dervishes in Bursa 1s like that: 

"If anyone changes any statement of this 
Wakfiye after having heard this then the 
moral responsibility rests upon him. Allah 

6 

is hearing and omniscient. On the day; when 
property and'children are not useful, when 
the self finds the equivalent of its goodness, 
when one wants to have a long distance bet
ween himself and the evil he had done, when 
AIl~h frightens you, when Allah protects 
the human beings, Allah punishes or rewards.,,2 

(Erzi,423-429) 
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Almost every great wakf had a permaueut staff 

inoluding architects, engineers, carpenters, stonemasons, 

glaziers, gardeners, carpet and curtain repairers. (Vak~f

lar Umum MUdUrlUgu,I94I:24-25) For example, Yeni Cam! at 

EminonU, Istanbul had" three oraftsmen, one qualifiea 

wbrker in lead works, glazier, one stonemason, one curtain 

repairer, one storekeeper, one secretary and one team seo

retary. In Fatih Complex, a permanent staff composed of 

ten people were" working in repair work. (Kunter,I962:265) 

Among the staff members" , one or two people were respon

sible to watch for the whole complex. Their duty was to 

prevent those who attempt to give harm to the building 
. 
by scratching the walls, and to clean such things by 

great eare. Those members of the staff, called 

"maniunnukul}" or "mahinnuku,",were even authorized to 

beat those who do not pay attention to his warning. 

(Kunter,I962:265) They were like the police of the 

monument. Talented members were chosen as staff for 

this "Tam1rat-~ Mutemadiye"' team. They were paid 

su~ficiently enough to make a living, were given 

dwelling and were fed freely in the kitchen of the 

complex. If they wish, their Children were allowed to 

work with their father as apprentice and were trained 

as specialists. (Kunter, 19,62: 266) 

Sound income sources were aSSigned by the 

founders for the management and upkeep of these buil

dings. The reason of their survival lies in this system. 



. The presence of a permanent staff indicates that repair 

work is carried through continuous care. 

By 1242 (M.I826) "Evkaf Nezareti" is established. 

At present, the office oonoerned is "Vak~flar Umum MUdUr

IU~". The tenth-article of the Wakf Law, No:2162, enaoted 

in 1937, assigns "Vak~flar tdaresi" to preserve the his

torical monuments. ,(Vak~flar Umum MUdUrlU~,I937:30) 
.-

The preservation of the monuments were also secured 

by the judicial decision. Aocording to Meoelle4 nobody' 

was allowed to destroy the monuments. Otherwise, he was 

asked to rebuild the demolished building or to pay a sum 

as damage. (Kunter,I962:263) 

As a result of this Westernization movement, 

European architects were invited to make repair works at 

different parts of the Ottoman territory. In the seoond. 

half of the nineteenth century, we see Gaspare Trajano 

Fossati and his brother Giuseppe Fossati in Istanbul 

and Bursa, and W.Salzenberg in Istanbul. (KoQu,I971:58IS) 

The ea~thquake in 1S94 oaused Hagia Sofia to 

suffer damage seriously~ But unfortunately its repair 

was delayed by th_ World War I • By the warning of the 

English journal The Times, Ottoman government made an 

attempt to call famous European architects, among whom 

there were R.Prost, E.J.Propper, Hoffman, Jackson, 

Gurlitt and Maranconi, to ,stop further collapse of 

Ragia Sofia, and repair some other mosques in Istanbul. 

(YUcel,1970:222) 

Initially planned to be assigned to Karabet 

(1800-1866) , the repair of Ragia Sofia was, at the end, 
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assigned to Gaspare Fossati'. (YUoel,1970:220) 

A decree of AbdUlmeoid gives the responsibility 

of repair work of Hagia Sofia to Gaspare Fossati in 1846 • 
.' 

And a seoond decree in 1847 states that repair be oompre

hensive. A deoision was made suoh that, having no heirs 

all the wealth of geyhU'l-islam6 Mekkizade Mehmet ASlm 

Efendi whioh was left to the public treasury should be 

devoted for this repair work. (Ko-Qu,I97I:5820) 

The documents found in "TUrk !n~aat ve Sanat Eeer

leri MUzeei" show that Maranconi was invited to Istanbul 

in I'26 (M.I907) and was asked to organize a technical 

commission. (YUcel,I970:228) But we have not got any 

information as to whether this project was realized or 

not. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 "MUlkden olan birmal~ ebediyen tedavUlden 

alakoyarak menfaatlerini teberru etmek: Mesela bir yerin 

IO 

bir mektebe veya bir hastaneye ihtiyacl ~ r. Zenginsiniz. 

Bu okulu veya hastaneyi servetfnizle yaptlrlp arzularlnl

za. gore i§llet,ilmesini §lart ediyorsunuz. Maksad bir iyilik, .-
te bulunmak ye bundan klvanQ duymaktlr. Bu mektebin veya 

hastanenin ilelebedmuhafazasl,. devam ve bakasl, i§lletil

mesi gayes1 1le ayrloa masraflna hadim han veya. ma~aza 

yaptlrarak bunlarln varidatlDln ilelebed bu yaptlrdl~lnlz 

haylr mUesseselerine tahs1sini §lart ediyorsunuz. Mal bu 

suretle siz1n silk-1mfilkUnUzden oluyor; artlk siz dani 

idare etseniz mal bir §lahsi~et-i hUkmiye iktisap etmi§ltir. 

Onun ida resi ayrl, sizin idareniz ayrldlr. Bu emval siz 

oldUkten sonra bile nesilden nesile intikal ederek arzu

larlnlza gore idare olunuyor. t§lte bu §lekl-i tasarruf 

vaklftlr. P (Ekrem Cemal,I9'5:7) 

2 PBunu i§littikte,n sanra bUtUn bUlllarl bir kimse 

de~i§ltirirse, hasll olaoak gUnah onu degi§ltirenlerin U

zerinedir. Allah semi' va allmdir. Allah-l Taala mal ve 

evladln nafi olmadlgl, her nefsin:,hayrlndan yaptlgl liIeyi 

hazlr buldu~, yaptl~l fenallkla kendi araslnda uzun Me

safe olmaslnl istedig1, Al,lahln e1z1eri korkuttu~, kul

larlna ra'uf oldu~ gUnde her §leyin oeza ve mUkafatlnl 

verir." (Erzi, :428) 

"Continuous repair" 



II 

4 Mesele 407 

5 " "Cam1-1 ~erif-1 mezur is"ar-l kadime ve ebniyye-i 

atikadan ve tamiratl dahi ~ayaD-l itina umur-u ces1mden 

bulundu~una binaen ••• " 

6 "Chief mufti" 



II. THE AIM of RESTORATION ACTIVITIES; IN THE 

BEGINNING and IN PRESENT TIMES 

12 

In the'beginning , only a ~ew Ottoman intellec

tuals were interested in the preservat~on of antiquities. 

Their interest stemmed from being educated in Europe 

whioh enabled ,them to witness what was going on there. 

Born by an urgency engendered by the great wave of 

Westernization, the interest was therefore focused on the 

protection of archaeological sites and the artifacts 

found. Although the monuments had been neglected in 

terms of setting up principles in the light of this 

"imported" idea, such buildings were still well-eared-for. 

The reason for this was that ,they were necessary for the 

use of the SOCiety, meeting their immediate needs. They 

have symbolic, functional, economic and social meanings 
-

for the man in the street. For this reason repair work 

was carried on a daily controlled basis~ It can be said 

that during this period (late nineteenth century) , the 

aim of the protection of,architecture was Fractical, 

that is, repair werk was carried on continuously to 

. secure the continuity of function. Through the wakf 

system, repair work was carried out for the benefit of 

the public. The motivating force ~ehind this aim was 

the symbolic and functional value o~ the monuments. 

And there~ore, it was mostly the religiously significant 

and sooial buildings, such as mosques, medreses, tombs, 

imarets, eomplexes,sebils, fountains, ••• which were 



, under repair. There was no particular concern for the 

CiTil arohiteoture. Most of them being of timber, were 

protected by,nuse" and repaired by the people living 

I' 

in them when necessary. By the conoern of their owners' 

they remained standing against external effects except 

fire whioh requires "reoonstruotion" rather than "repair". 

Tl).e album oalled USUl-ll Mimari-i Osmani, prepared for the 

International Exposition of 1290 (M.I87') in Vienna bT 

Ibrahim Edhem Pa~a, the Minister of Publio Works, 

inoluding no examples of timber oivil arohiteoture, 

shows the indifference for suoh buildings. It was written 

in Turkish, Frenoh and German, inoluding parts suoh as 

Introduotion, Historioal Information, Different Architec

tural Styles, Ye~il Mosque in Bursa, SUleymaniye, Selimiye 

in Edirne, Yeni Cami, Tomb of ~ehzade, Fountain of Sultan 

Ahmed, Fountain of Azabkap1, Ornamental E~ements in otto

ma~ Architecture and Tezkiret-UI-Ebniye,the memorandum of 

Sinan's works. (Edhem,I290)l 

When the aim was the oontinuity of function and 

when there were no regulating principles, then, it was 

so natural that the fashionable styles of the period 

were used in repairing the historical buildings. Since 

there were no established principles for the repair of 

such buildings, yet', then it became a kind of trend to 

do so. Repair was not proce~dedand followed by a histo

rical study of the mo~ument. Theaotions taken were not 

oonsid~red to be a kind of disrespeot for suoh a heritage • . ". 

Because the value of these buildings had not been recog

nized in the same way that it is today. Purely the 
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aesthetio oontext plays an important role. The modifioations 

done with speoifioally aesthetio intentions were for the 

purposes of following the fashion of the day. The h1stori

oooultural mea,ning _of the building was not taken, into 

oonsideration in its broadest sense. 

As an example to suoh repair work, the ornamentation 

ot the domes of SUleymaniy~~ Mosque in Istanbul, and Ye~il 

Mosque in Bursa, both by Gaspare Fossati, oan be mentioned. 

Another example is, the repair of the part of the minaret 

between the upper baloony and the eave of the oonioal oap 

of Sultan Ahmed Mosque by adding garlands. (Tayla,I982:4I) 

Today', the terms "preserve" and "oonserve" refer 

to the aotivities aooepted as the goal of restoration. By 

preservation is meant all the measures taken to guarantee 

the survival of art works that oonstitute the oultural 

heritage of a sooiety. As am aotivity dealing with 

extending the life of a work ot art, restoration and 

conservation represent a fundamental aspeot of culture. 

Restoration amounts to rep~iring a work of art to its 

original state, with emphasis on its proper funotioning. 

Since the World War II, the need for reaohing some 

form of international agreement-for the' proteotion ~f 

monuments has again been felt. These international 

undertakings affected both the approaohes on preservation 

whioh were based on the various European countries, and 

also the answer of the question: "why do we have to 

preserveV" which has not been olearly answered yet. It 

is obvious that the process o~ preservation is multi-di-



mensional and therefore, historioal, economic, cultural 

and touristic aspeots beoome effeotive in the formation 

o£ possible answers. 

Historioally, being the living witnesses of their 

age-old traditions, buildings remind the important events 

of the period which they belong and illustrate cues about 

the anoient sooio-eoonomio struoture. They have a value 

as evidenoe of human aotivity and document human history. 

The eoonomio aspect is related to the idea that· 

eaoh building is formed in order to meet the needs of its 

epooh. And therefore, when the social structure and the 

needs of the society change, then suoh buildings whioh 

lose their function extinguish. Howe'Ver, buildings in 

general are enduring. This charaoteristic of them gives 

the possibility of reusing them, gi'Ving new funotions, 

whioh, to some extent prevents the "wast,e· of -buildings. 

They form a house-stock whioh is needed espeoially in 

rapidly urbanizing sooieties with.-limited sources. But 

the anoient buildings, in general, do not seem to be 

available to reuse because of their construction 

oharacteristics. 

The impossibility of oreatinga oontemporary 

oulture depending on exclusively Western sources brings 

in the oultural aspeot. The historical heritage is uni

versal as well as it is national. Therefore its continuity 

throughout time is a great responsibility. Nothing is 

experienced by itself, but always in relation to its 

surroundings, Jthe sequences of events leading up to 

it, the memory of past experiences. So, handling of the 
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heritage on to future generations through oare is required. 

It ;forms the link between the past· and present oonoretely. 

It is a visual referenoe to remind one, of the continuity 

of the oivilization. Under the light of these, it oan be 

said that the reality behind restoration is to preserve 

for the continuity of culture. 

Visiting different environments of different 

cultures is a need for the industrialized sooieties. 

Thus, the importanc~ given to tourism leads the govern

ments to be interested in ancient. buildings, oonsidering 

this as a profitable investment. 

The understanding of restoration today considers 

the importanoe of eaoh of these aspeots in approaching 
. 
the issue. 

Arohiteoture isa construotion in spaoe, something 

to be seen, to be remembered and therefore more effeotive. 

Today, restoration is a consciously approaohed undertaking. 

Architeoture seems to be functional in the formation of a 

oontemporary oulture. The problem is the transfer of 

anoient oultural entity to the present moment. This is 

required for the formation of a contemporary oulture and 

thus a oontemporary architecture. To achieve this goal the 

approaoh must be different. For tracing along the past 

till today in order to reaoh the oontemporary will be 

abortive. On the oontrary, we have to trace baok from 

today to the past and reproduoe the anteoedent struoture. 

But this does not mean to make use of the past eooleotioally. 

This is possible only if we see past, present and future 

as a totality, whioh means a synthesis. 



Turkey is still unstable abeut the origins of her 

oulture, whether to rely on Islam, or Anatolian culture, 

or leave them all and copy the Western norms. Another 

point is that, it is believed for long that the modern 

and the ~ is good, the £!! is ~. On the other hand, 

people long for the "good old days". This seems contra

dictory. Here, comes in the realities which we do not 
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want to aocept; the faot of. be :lng, a developing country- -.~ 

whioh causes the pri9rities to be ohannellea to other 

needs, more vital ones, the faot that we do not have an 

established cultural polioy which does not change with the 

ohange of governments, the fact that we confuse the oonoepts 

"oivilization" and "westernization" an~ "oivilization" and 

"renovation. Under these circumstanoes, it is not easy for 

the State to establish a consistent policy of preservation. 

Europeans did not feel the necass,tty of rejecting 
-

their oultural heritage in order to be oontemporary nations. 

On the contrary, for us, the "contemporary"2 life oould 

start only after getting rid of some of the oharacteristics 

of our traditional oulture. Everything that was Western 

was a symbol of ' modernity. (Kuban,I973:II) It is necessary 

to look back not with nostalgia but in order to understand - . 

ourselves and therefore it is neoessary to protect the his-

torioal environment in orde~ to abolish the doouments of 

our identity, believing that they are universal and huma

nistio values created by human labour. (Kuban,I~75:2) Today, 

on the basis of restoration activities, lies the idea of 

historical oontinuity. An entity has dynamios which directs 



it to be itself as well as something else than itself. 

This basic objective of protection lies in this duality 

whioh is both related and contradictory. On the one hand 

is the past, on the other hand change. Therefore,one can 

not exclude either. (Batur,I975:I5) 

It is obvious that by the loss of these cultural 
, 

documents, great gaps, whi~h are impossible to be made 

up for, would appear. The break out of each hoop of the 

chain makes it difficult to make a synthesis. Therefore, 

this new historical approach dictates the protection of 

historical values. So, the aim of restoration today is 

not a "yadigar-l. ecdadJ. hilsn-il muhafazan or a bourgeois 

phantasy or a sterile art appreciation or a nostalgy fow 

the old order. Because the effects of historical environ-

ment, in developing historical consciousness and in 

perceiving the social life concretely, ar$ understood 

today. And so, the belief in the continuity and progress 

18 

of life is what makes protection and therefore restoration 

indispensable. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 Available at the Library of Alman Arkeoloji 

Enstitusu, S~raselviler, Istanbul. Call number: BII695 

2 " QagdafiJ " 
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III. THE LEGAL BASIS of RESTORATION WORKS IN 

TURKEY: F~OM THE "REuULATION of ANTIQUITIES" 

TO THE "LAW of PROTECTION of CULTURAL and 

NATURAL ENTITIES" 

The crucial pOint to be considered in handling 

t'he restoration issue is ~he choice of objectives which 

should be stated in terms of activities that will best 

permit survival of the building and therefore this requires 

a demanding effort to formulate them~ To realize this the 

Ottoman intellectuals started by preparing regulations 

which were later translated into laws. Since the laws 

reflect a State's attitude toward its monuments and works 

of art, therefore it is necessary to study them. 

Before these regulations, the legal state of the 

antiquities were dependent on Flklhl. A'ceordin~ to the 

principles of Flklh, the immovable monuments belonged to 

the State2 , to the wakfs or to private people. Antiquities 

were mentioned on account of the "movable antiquities 

whose owner was hot known". If the immovables belong to 

the State or private owners then they had the right of 

disposal. But this was not advantageous in the part of the 

antiquities. (Mumcu,I969:66) 

Article I3' of Criminal Code (28Zilhioce I274-

9.VIII.I858) had punished those who gave harm to sacred 

monuments.' (Mumcu,IY69:68) 

The first regulation was issued in I.II.I284-

13.2.I869. Most of the sources consider the regulation 

• 



of 20Safer1291-9Nisan1874 as the first one. The preamble 

of the first regulation states the historioal importance 

and value of antiquities. The searoh for the antiquities 

was allowed by the condition of leaving one of the double 

objeots to the state. But it was diffioult to find them 

in pairs, so it was required to set new rules for the 

searoh of antiquities. And it was mentioned that an 
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amount of money was assigned for this speoial purpose in 

the budget of the Ministry of Eduoation. (Takvim-i Vakayi, 

Tertib-i evvel,No:205,,1ZilkadeI285) This first regulation 

whioh was oalled "Regulation of Antiquities"· was oomposed 

of seven artioles. (Appendix A) The oontent of the artioles 

shows that the primary concern of this regulation was the 

antiquities found in archaeological excavations. It does 

not oonsider the immovable monuments. 

• 

The inadequacy of this first Regulation of Antiquities 

gave way for the preparation of a second one whiohis 

misleadingly oalled as the "first" Regulation of Antiquities 

by some historians. The seoond Regulation of Antiquities 

dated 26.I1I.1290-7.IV.I874, prepared by Dr.Dethier, 

direotor of the Museum, was oomposed of thirty-six 

artioles. (DUstur,cild-i sali8:426-4'1) III general, the 

articles fooused on oonrolling the smuggling for the 

purposes of keeping"the artifaots found within the 

ottoman territories. 

The first two artioles define "asar-l'atika". 

This definition aooepts the immovable objeots as a kin4 

of "asar-l. 'atika": 
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Artiole 1: Any kind of art object remaining 
from the past is called antiquities. 5 

Article 2: Antiquities are of two kinds: 
on the one hand,coins, and on the other 
hand movable or immovable objects.6 

Article six is about the immovable monuments, saying 

that offioials would be appointed for the proteotion of 

some "excellent" buildings: 

Artiole 6: The govermment will appoint 
offioials for the protection of the immo
vables which are private property and in 
good condition, if necessary.7 

Here, what is meant with "mUkemmel"8 is not clear. 

The criteria of being "mUkemmel" are not explained in 

detail. 

Article 35 requires punishment for thoae 

who give harm to buildings according to the Article 130 

of the Criminal Law which was in force: 

Article 35: Those who give harm to antiqui
ties which rest on private Or common areas 
will be sentenced to prison from one month 
to a year' or pay a sum as damages according 
to the Article 130 of the Criminal Law. 9 

This regulation, although open to criticism, is 

worthy in emphasizing the attitude of the State in terms 

of realizing the v~lue of immovable monuments. The first 

sign of concern for our heritage of monuments is seen in 
A 

this second "Asar-l 'Atika Nizamnamesi" (1874) • 

The Regulation of 1974, proved to be inadequate 

and was changed by the attempts of Osman Hamdi Bey, the 

new director of the Museum. By this third "Asar-l 'Atika 
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Nizamnamesi", dated Fi 23 Rebi til ahir 1:301 - 1299 (1884), 

composed ot :37 articles, all objects found were accepted 

to be the property of the State: 

Article :3: Any kind of antiquity that 
eXists or is excavated within the ottoman 
territories is completely the property 
ot Stat~.lO 

Article 5 prohibita the destruction of buildings, 

fortress walls, towers, baths and tombs, and does not 

allow the construction of limestone quarries or any kind 

of construction work within 250 meters to such immovables, 

and forbids to erect scaffolding to them, and does not 

permit the use of them as store for grass or straw. 

Article 5: It is absolutely forbidden to 
destroy the antiquities and buildings, 
and roaas, the towers and walls of the 
castles, baths and graveyards, and to 

; 

carry out any kind of construction that 
may give harm to antiquities, construction 
of limestone quarries within 250 meters 
to such immovables, the erection of scaf_
folding. to measure, to take photographs 
or to mold, or for whateyer reason, and 
the use of them as dwelling or store for 
grass or straw, pool,eto •• nll 

Article 6 states the need to persuade the owner for 

'-the protect ion, otherwise, the land is nat ionalized: 

Article 6: If the area which will be 
excavated is private property or is 
under communal charge, the government 
persuades the owner for the protection, 
if this is impossible, then, for the 
benefit of the whole society, the land is 

t " I" d 12 na lona lze • 
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Article 33 is reserved for punishment: 

Article 33: Those who give any harm to the 
antiquities in prrlvate or common areas will 
be sentenced to prison from one month to one 
year, and pay a sum as damage according to 
the Criminal Law, article 138.13 

This Regulation renders the definition of "asar-l 

'atika" more specific and states that the protection of 

them does not merely mean the collection of movable values 

in museums, but measures for the protection of architectural 

heritage are also necessary. 

By the year 29 Safer 1324 - 1322 (1906) the "Asar-l 

'Atika Nizamnamesi" is reorganized. This fourth one was 
" 

oomposed of 35 artioles. (Asar-l Atika Nizamnames!,I938) 

Again, all tee movable objects and immovables belong to 

the government: 

Artiole 4: All kinds of immovables or 
movables resting on land that belongs t. 
the government or private people and those 
that will be discovered later, are the 
property of the State and therefore its 
State's responsibility to excavate, to 
collect and to preserve them. And the 
statement of this article is true for the 
Islamic movable and immovable objects, too. 14 

With this Regulation for the first time, the immo

vables to be protected are defined in detail in article 5, 

including the Turkish-Islamio monuments: 

Artiole 5: All kinds of c.ntiquities related 
to fine arts, science, literature, without 
exception, resting on the land which is at 
ottoman governments disposal are called 
antiq,uities. 
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... 

For example: mosques and sacred buildings, 
deserted pagan temples, sinagogs, basilicas, 
churches, monasteries,mounds, khans, castle 
and towers, city walls, theatres, bridges, 
circuses, stadiums, hypodroms, baths, wells, 
cisterns, roads, obelisks, aqueducts, sar
cophagus, columns, reliefs, steeles, statues, 
figurines, reliefs with insc~iption on, 
hand-writing on papyrus, leather,or cloth, 
manufactured flint stone, arms of all kinds, 
vases, glass-ware, rings, jewelry, cOins, 
madallions, wooden objects, ivory, bone 
products are of this sort.15 

The third part which consists of articles seven 

and eight was reserved for the immovables. Article seven 

asks the informing of those who met any movables or immovables 

to the offioials within two weeks time: 

Article 7: Wherever, however and whoever 
meets a historical immovable while culti
vating the land, digging, or discharging 
stone, sand, etc., will inform the official 
of monuments, if there is no official, will 
have to report to the official of the nearest 
civil service or to the Military within two 
weeks time.And this official of civil service 
or military will inform the director of edu
cation of the province. The owner or the 
tenant of the land on which an antiquity is 
found has to preserve this historical immo
vable and leave the place intact for at 
least six weeks. Within this perdod an 
official apPOinted by the office of monu
ments is sent to the locality for 
examination and nationalization; the sum 
that will be paid as compensation is esti-
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mated with respect to the value of the 
land without considering the historical 
value-of the antiquity discovered. And 
evaluation will be left to Bab-l 'al1.16 

Article eight is almost the same as the Article 5 

of the -Asar-l 'Atika Nizamnamesf" of 1884: 

Article 8: As it is strictly forbidden, 
firstly, to move, give harm, demolish, 
the antiquities whatever the reason is; 
secondly, to construct lime quarries or 
brick mills within 300 meters; thirdly, 
to act in a way which may directly or 
indirectly give harm to antiquities, 
fourthly, to erect scaffolding for the 
purposes of measuring, taking mould, etc.; 
fifthly, to settle inside the historical 
buildings, sixthly, to use them as store-

houses or in other ways; punishment in 
cash and prisonment from a mo.th to a 
year will be given to those who_do not 
obe7 according to Article 138 of the 
Criminal Code. 17 

This Regulation of ]906 was the basis of the Law 

of Antiquities, No: 1710. 

After the 1906 Regulation, the interest in antiquities 

increased. The first studies on preservation of immovables 

were made during this period. The chief architect of the 

War Office Kemalettin wrote about the repair work practices 

emphasizing the importance of maintaining the original 

characteristics. (Kernalettin,1909:786-790) 

The job of listing the buildings defined in article 5 

of IY06 Regulatio~ had to be carried out. For this purpose 
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-
in 1333 (M.1917) the "Committee of Preservation of 

Antiquities,,18wa, established in Istanbul. (Ogan,I948:81-

104) The Regulation about the organization of this Committee. 

eng~ged the Committee by the registration and listing 

of all the monuments in Istanbul in its second article. 

Although it was limited to Istanbul this was an important 
.' 

step~ 

Article 2- This Committee will record 
all the monuments, historical places 
and famous buildings within the borders 
of Istanbul and will make publications 
about them. l9 

Article three states that scientific information 

would be given to real and legal persons about the repair, 

upkeep or pull down of the immovables! 

Article 3: For the repair, transportation 
and demolition of the monuments mentioned 
in the fifth article of the Regulation of 
Antiquities the man in charge or public 
will apply to the Committee and will act 
according to the written statement of the 
Committee,.20 

This Committee works till the year 1951 when the 

High Committee of Antiquities is founded. 

By the year 1330-1328 (M.I9I7) the "Regulation 

for the Protection ~f Monuments"21 was issued • It was 

composed of eight articles. (Can,I948:34-35-36) 1nspite 

of confirming the Regulation of 1906 in its first article 

Articles three and five of this Regulation allowed the 

pulling down of monuments which endangered the neighbor

hood, after separating the ornated parts or taking photog-
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raphs of these parts: 

Article 1: No matter which period they 
belong all the historical castles, towers 
and city walls are called antiquities • 
aecording to the fifth article of the 
Regulation. of Antiquities. 22 

'Artioie ~-3:A cdrrtmittee'-ciomposed of one 
offioial from the Militar~ and the civil 
service and-~ngineers froa the Municipa
lity and Office of Publio Works and offi
cials of the Museum headed by the Direotor 
of Education, will be set up if the govern
ment deems it necessary to demolish a city 

wall or a castle or another monument meft
tioned in the first ar~icle.23 

Article 5: If such oity walls or castle walls 
are likely to collapse and endanger their 
surrounding and if it is impossible to 
execute Article 3, then the danger is re
moved by the local government under the 
supervision of the local engineer and other 
experts. However, the decorated or scribed 
parts of this monument are separated care
fully if they are on stone. If this script 

or decoration is on the stucco, then, their 
photographs are taken, and the Ministry of 
Education is informed on the issue. 24 

These articles showed that the protection of ancient 

monuments was accepted as inconvenient. It proves that the 

name of the Regulation is in,contradiction with the content 

of the articles. 

By the year 1944, "First Advisory Commission of 

Antiquities and Museums" is established to discuss the 



technical issues in this field. (Eski Eserler ve MUzeler 

Birinci Dan~~ma Komisyonu Qal~~malar~,I945:IO) 
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The Breliminary ;elan prepared in the year 1946, 

states the aesthetic, scientific and touristic impor

tance of monuments and proposes different protective 

treatments according to the value of different mOIluments. 

(Turkiye Tarihi An~tlar~:On Tasar~,I946:23) .-
It became nece~sa~y to form an organ that deals 

with the security ot the national heritage which was 

threatened by the increase in public improvement 

activities. And as a result, the High Committee of 

Antiquities is established in I95I by the Law No:5805. 25 

The permanent committee was formed by the participation 
. 
of members from universities, Ministry of Publio Works, 

Department of the Interio~, Ministry of Education, and 

from the General Directorate of W~fs. (Resmi Gazete, 

1951:1578) 

The duty of the High Committee of Antiquities 

was to set up the principles for the preservation and 

restoration of historical monuments to survey the 

buildings and decide whether a building was worthwhile 

t, protect or not but this committee did not have the 

power of penalty and had no mechanism to control 

whether its decisions were followed or not. 

The International Conference on Restoration 

in Athens in 1931 where the fundamental principles of 

restoration were accepted; and the Venice Charter issued 

in 1964 stating the developments in the field, both 

... 



30 

affeoted the approaoh in Turkey, so that the High Committee 

of Antiquities took interest in them. (Erder,I968:112) And 

as a result of these, by the year 1967 the High Committee 

of Antiquities aooepted the fundcmental principles of 

restoration whioh were international~y aooepted. 

The absence of an organization to apply the decisions 

taken and to supervise, and the difficulty of working with 

an out-of-fashion, ina.dequate regulation limited the 

aotivities of the oommittee although it was oompetent. 

This was the reason why the High Committee of Antiquities 

oould not bring in an effeotive protection policy. 

Within the ten years that this Law No:5805 was 

inforce, it is seen that no regulation about the immo

vables was issued. So, the Law was carried out aocording 

to the personal interpretation of eaeh man in charge 

who applied it. 

By the enactment of the new Law of Preservation 

of the Cultural and Natural Entities, No:2863, the 

funotions of the Hdgh Committee of Antiquities are taken 

over by the High Committee of Immovable Cultural and 

Natural Entities whioh is responsible to the Ministry 

of Culture and Tourism. (Resmi Gazete,I983:I6) 

Article 51: Subordinate to the Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism, High Committee of 
Immovable Cultural and Natural Entities 
is established with the headquarters in 
Ankara, and Looal Committees of Immovable 

Cultural and Natural Entities are estab
lished in looalities identified by the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, in order 
to provide the performanoe, within 80ien-

.. 



principles, of the services concerning 
the immovable cultural and natural enti
ties defined in this Law that are loca-
ted within the country.26 

This Committee states the principles of resto

ration, and makes the listing of immovables: 
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.. 

Article 52: The duties of the High Commi~tee 
of Immovable Cultural and Natural Entities 
are: .-

a) To determine~the principles that will 
be applied in preservation and restoration 
of immovable cultural and natural entities 
that require preservation, 
b) ~o register the cultural and natural 
that are aocepted by the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism as requiring preser
vation, 

0) To tell their oomments to the Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism, as to issues and 
controversies concerning ,the above mentio
ned entities that are to be transferred, 
to the High Committee, or directly 
acknowledged, 
d) To help tne Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism with the applioations guided by 
decisions of principle and other opinions 
and to follow the outcomes, 
e) To perform other duties assigned with 
respect to the issue. 27 

This High Committee of Immovable Cultural and 

Natural Entities groups the ,immovables to be protected 

into three groups after evaluating the deoision taken 

by the High Committee of Antiquities in 1978 (No: 10 200). 

Aocording to this, buildings that belong to Group I should 



be kept in all circumstances, being of national importance. 

Only the exterior appearance of Group II buildings should 

be kept. Buildings having similar characteristics to • 

Group II buildings but which have no chance of being 

protected belong to Group III. (Appendix B) 

By the year 1973, Law of Alltiquities, No:17l0 was 

enacted. The Law was compq£ed of ten parts including 55 

articles. (Resmi Gazete,I973:l-6) 

Article 1 of this Law was a detailed form of the 

Artiole five of the Regulation of 1906. The definitions 

of monument, Site, historical site, natural site were 

given. (Appendix C) 

Article five of this Law which reminds article 
.' 
eight of 1906 Regulation was about the restrictions. 

(Appendix C) 

Article seven gave' the responsibility of_pre

servation aetivitie. to the Ministry of Education. 

(Appendi:x C) 

Part II which comprised the articles from eight 

to 19 was about the prese'rvation, listing, repair and 

property rights of historical and natural monuments. 

Article eight brought in the requirement':! of 

listing of,the above defined historical monuments. 

(Appendix! C) 

Article 12 was about the nationalization of histo

rioal monuments. But the value attributed to the monument 

by "oldness" was not conSidered. (Appendix C) 

Article 13 regarded the environment of the monument 



" 
and require" the opinion of the Ministry of Eduoation 1. 

organizing the City plans of the regions which had histo

rical monuments. 

Article 15 was about aid that would be given by 

some ministries,wakfs and municipalities. The conditions 

of this aid was up to the decision of the Council of 

Ministers. (AppendixC) 

A~tiol .. - 19 brought exemption f'Or. the equipmeat 

that would be imported by the purposes of restoration. 

(AppendixC ) 

The goal pursued in enacting the Law of Proteotion 

of Cultural and Natural Entities, No: 286', in 198', was 

to define the movable and immovable entities that need 

protection to organize the foundation and the duties of 

the institution which would be responsible in decision 

making. (Artiole l)(Resmi Gazete,I98':1) -(Appendix D ) 

Article , of this Law gives the definition of the 

terms. It is seen that the term "eski eser" which is 

used in Law No:17l0, Article one, is replaced by the 

term "oultural entiti"~ here. 

Another point is that, although cultural entities 

are mentioned as being "prehistoric and historic" (Article 

three, al) , the expression "found" which is frequently 

used in the text gives the impression that "archaeologi

cal" and "historic" heritage are regarded without making 

a distinction between the two. (Appendix n) 

The secon' part of the Law, from Article six to 

Article 22, deals with the immovable cultural and 



natural entities that need protaction. 

Article six defines these entities. (Appendix D) 

Article seven is about registration and listing 

of buildings. Here, the expression that "enough buil

dings that reflect the characteristios of an epooh" 

is vague. The criteria of "enough"28 is not olear. 

(Appendix D) 

Article 12 reminds Artiole 15 of the Law No:1710. 

It is about the aid that is promised in kind and in cash 

for the repair and upkeep of entities which are private 

property. But, who will make use of this aid, and how 

much will be given and the conditions of getting such 

a credit are not clear. (Appendix ~ 

Article 15 reminds »he Artiole 12 of Law No:17l0. 

It is about the nationalization of entities. Paragraph 

ltd" of this article does not consider the artistic value 
-
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or the uniqueness while estimating the price. (Appendix ~ 

The Regulations of 1869, 1874, 1884, although 

having articles dealing with preservation of immovables, 

their primary concern was to prevent the smuggling of 

antiquities. And with the term "antiquities" Greek and 

Roman heritage was meant rather than Turkish-Islamic 

ones. If we consider the Western origin of protection 

activities, this seems natural. Turkish-Islamic heritage 

comes to the scene by the, 1906 Regulation. And after a 

long gap which keeps this Regulation in force, by 1973 

the Law of Antiquities is enaoted which is later 

followed by the Law of 1983. 



FOOTNOTES 

1 
"Muslim Canonical Jurisprudence" 

2 "Miri mallar" 

, " 
"Hayrat-l ~erife Je tezyinat-l beldeden olan 

ebniye ve asar-l mevzuayl hedm ve tahrib ve yahud baZl 

mahallerini klrlb rahnedar edenler" 

" "-

"Asar-l 'Atika Nizamnamesi" 

'5 

Madde 1: Ezmine-i kadimeden kalan her nevi e~yayl 
,. " masnua asar-l 'atikadandlr. 

6 Madde2: Asar-l 'atika iki nevidir, nevi evvel 

meskukat va nevi sani kabil-i nakil olan veyahud olmayan 

e~yayl sairedir. 

1 A ,. 

Madda 6: Asar-l sabiteden sanipli yer1erde bulunan 

ve mUkemmel olan baZl meabit ve ebniye-i sairenin muhafazaSl 

iQin oanib-i hUkUm~tten mahalline icablna gore memur dani 

tayin olunacaktlr. 

8 Excellent,perfeot 

9 Madde '5: Ebniye ve saire gibi umumi ve hususi 

-. 



mahallerde mavoud ve merkuz alan asar-~ 'atikay~ tahr1b 

veyahud rahueder edenlarden Kanun-u Ceza'n~n I30. maddesi 

muo1b1noe tazminat ve oeza-i nakdi allnmakla beraber hak- • 

l&rlnda, b1r aydan b1r seneye kadar hapis mUoazat1 dab1 

1cra kll~nlr. 

IO 
Madde 3: Memalik-i Osmaniye'de meveud ve mek~uf ve 

bundan boyle hafriya~ 1le zahire Qlkarllacak va denis va 

gol ve nehir ve Qay ve derelerde zuhur edeoek alan har 
• I\, '" 

nev~ asar-~ 'atika kamilen devlete aiddir. 

11 Madde 5: Eshab-l uhdelerinde bulunan arazide bila 

ruhsat ke~folunacak asar-~ 'atikayl ve ebniye ve turuku 
I' ,. 

kadima asarlnl, kalte duvarlarln~ ve burQ istihkamlarl 

va hamam ve mezarlar~ vesaireyi bozmalarl· ve par~laylp 

tahrip etmeleri asar-l tattkaya 1rasl mazarrata sebep Te 
vesile peyda idilmemek Uzere harabelerden rubu kilometre 

" '" mesafede kireQ ooaklarl in~asl ve asar-l 'atika kurbunda, 

bunlarln ziyan 1 mucib olabilecek her nevi in~aat ve 

ameliyat icrasl va ylkllm~~ ebniye-i 'atikadan yerde ya

tan ta~larln kaldlrllmasl ve olQmek ve resim kallplarlnl 

almak iQin velhasll her ne maksada mebni olur ise olsun 
'\ 

ebniye-i kadimeye iskele kurulmasl ve ebniy. ve asar-l 

'atikayl gerek kamilen ve gerek klsmen istimalleri tak

dirinde, derhal zayi olsa bile mesken ittihazl ve hububat 

ve ot ve saman vaz'l va havuz ve yalak ve Qe~me vesaire 

makamlnda iatimali kat'iyen memnudur. 



12 Madde 6: 

HUkUmetin karar ve tensibiyle idare-i mahsusaS1 

taraf1ndan iora-i taharriyat ve hafriyat edilmek iste-

nildigi halde, dntihab edilen mahai, efrat veyahud ea- • 

maat uhdesinde ise sahip ve mutasarr1f1n1 hUkUmet irza eder 

ve mUmkUn olamaz ise, menafi-i umumiye iQin istimlak 

hakk1ndaki kararname hUkmUne tevfikan, 01 mahalli i~tira 

eyler. 

1'3 

Umumi va hususi mahallerde mevoud ve meknuz olan 
.A ... 
asar-1 'atikay1 tahrib veyahud rahnedar eden1erden Ranun-i, 

Ceza 'n1n 1,38. maddesi muoibinee, tazminat ve oeza-i nakdi 

al1nma'la haklar1nda bir aydan bir seneye kadar hapis oe

zaS1 dahi iora k1l1n1r. 

14 Madde 4: 

HUktimete aid bulunan arazi ve emlak ileefrat ve 

eemaat-i muhtelifenin uhtelerindek1 emlak ve arazide mev-

oudiyet1 bilinen veyahud atiyen ke~fedileeek olan her nevi 

abidat ve asar-1 'atika-i menkule ve gayri menkulenin eUm-

1esi hUkUmet-i Osmaniyenin malldlr. Binaenaleyh asar-1 

mezkUrenin ke~if ve muhafazas11e bunlarl toplamak ve 

mUze ••• 1ere vazeylemek hakkl hUkUmete aiddir. !~bu madde

nin ahkam-l mUnder1eesi h1rfet ve sanayii nefise-i !slami

yeye mUtea11ik kaffe-i e,yay1 menkule ve gayr1 menkule-i 

'atika hakklnda da earidir. 

15 Madde 5: 

HUkUmet-i Osmaniyenin tasarrufunda bulunan 



arazide vaktfle sakin olan alelumum akvam-l kadimenin 

sanayi1 nefise ve ulum ve edebiyat ve edvan ve hlrfete 

mnteallik bilaistisna kaffe-i muzaheret ve her turlu 

mamulatl asar-l 'atikadan maduttur. 

Mesela: alvam! ~erife ve hayrat ve meban1i mukaddese, 

metruk putperes mabetleri ve elyevm derununda icra-i 
-, 
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ayin edilmeyen sinagoglar (Musevilere manaua ibadethaueler) 

bazilikalar (bir nevi kilise), kiliaeler, manaatlrlar, 

ktinbetler, hanlar, kale ve burQlar,kasaba surlarl,hane

ler, tiyatrolar, koprUler, at meydanlarl, sirkoalar(Ro

ma~~lar zamanlnda araba yarl~ile oyunlara mahsua mahal), 

statlar ve hipodromlar (at meydanlarl), anfitiyatlrlar 

(oyan-ve gure~lere mahsua mahal), hamamlar, rlhtlmlar, 

duvarll ve duvaralz kuyular. ve aarnlQlar, ,oseler, 

dikili . ta~lar, au yollarl, hoyUkler.;, (mezar ve karye tepeleri), 

mahkukat-l sathan mer't ve gayri merti mezar od~larl, 

her guna mevattan masnu musavver VB gayri musavver 

lahitler,direkler, aandukalar, boyall yahut yaldlzll 

taavir ve nikaplar, kabartmalar, iatiller (mezar ta~larl, 

elvah-l nezriye, veaair direk Uzerindeki abideler), hey

keller,heykelcikler, figUrinler (topraktan heykelcikler), 

yazlll ve kabartmall kayalar, deri, bez ve papirUs (bir 

nevi nebat yapra~l ~zerindeki muharrerat), par~omen 

(ter~e .uzerindeki muharrerat) ve ka~lt Uzerindeki el ya

zllarl, i~lenmi~ Qakmak ta~larl ve her nevi mevattan 

maanu ealiha, alat ve edevat ve va~olar, mamulat-l turabiye, 

ve zUcaciye, mUzeyyenat,yUzUkler, mUcevherat, iakarabeler" 

(bir nevi bocek ~eklinde topraktan mamuldur), vezinler, 



sikkeler, madalyalar, kallplar, mahkuk ta~lar, agaQtan 

mamul e~ya, ayna ve kakma i~leri, fildi§li ve kemikten 
~ 

masnu mamulat bu kabildendir. 

16 
Madde 7: Her nerede ve ne suretle olursa olsun 

her kim deniz, gol ve hendek ve kuyu ve bina temeli haf-,. 
reyledigi ve ta~ ve kum ve .. mevad-l saire ihraQ eyledigi 

esnada bir bina va sair asar-l gayrimenkuleye mUsadif 

olursa asar-l 'atika memuruna va memur-u mezkurun bu1un-
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madlgl mahalde en karip memurin-i mUlkiye veya askeriyeye 

15 gUn zarflnda ihbar-l keyfiyete mecburdur. Aksi halde 

kendisinden yUz kuru§ltan bir kuru§la kadar ceza-i nakdi 

a1lnlr. Bu babda ahz-l malumat eden memurin-i mUlkiye 

ve askeriye de sUrat-i mUmkUne ile bulunduklarl vilayetin 

maarif mUdUrUne beyan-l malumat eylemek mecburiyetinde-
" dir1er. Derununda asar-l 'atika ke~f olunan arazinin 

sahip veya mUsteciri mezkur mebani veyahud sair asar-l 

'atika. gayrimenkulenin muhafazaslnl temine ve asar-l 

IItezkureyi' ihbar ettigi gUn den itibaren mahal1i zuhuru\11da 

laaka1 a1tl hafta blrakma~a mecburdur. Bu mtlddet zarflnda 

asar-l 'atika idaresi taraflndan bir memur tayin edi1erek 

ke§lfolunan bina 
". J\ 

veyahud sair asar-l 'atika-i gayrimen-

ku1enin muayenesile. bu1undugu arazinin hUkUmete tem1ikini 

tayin Zlmnlnda oraya izam edilir. Ve luzumu temlikinde 

i§lbu maha11in kanun-u mahsus mucibince istim1aki icra 

olunur. Ve bu halde verileoek tazminatta yalnlz arazinin 

ve hurufat-l oedidenin klymetine itibar olunarak arazii 

mezkure Uzerinde mevcud olan veyahud mevcud olmasl muhte-

.. 



A, "-

mel bulunan eser veya asar-l 'atikaJllll kl,ymeti dahil-i 

hesap ed1lemeyecek ve i~bu takd1r-i klymet hususu Bab-l 

'al1'den istizan oluuacaktlr. 
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17 Madde 8: Evve1en mebani ve sair kaffe-i asar-l 

'~tika gayrimenku1eyi her ne suret1e olursa olsun yerinden 

oynatmak, hedmetmek, aakatlamak ve mahvetmek veyah~d asar 

ve mebanii gayrimenku1eden birisinin tamamen veya klsmen 

vukubulan tahribinden mUtehassll mevadl merGii aidinin 

ruhsatl olmakslzln zapteylemek, saniyen asar ve mebanii 

'atika-1 gayrlmenku1eye laaka1 UQ yUz metreden karip ki-

ree oca~l ve tu~la harmanlin~a etmek, sa11sen mebanii 'ati

~aya gerek dogrudan do~ruya ve gerek bi1vaslta irasl ma

zarrat edecek kurbiyette her nevi ameliyatta bulunmak, 

rabian mebanii 'atikayl olQmek, ka1lp1arlnl ve istampaj

larlnl ~apmak iQin veyahud her ne maksada mebni olursa 

olsun umumiyet1e bilaruhsat~l mahsusa mebanii mezkure 

'" Uzerine iskele kurmak, hamisen mebanii 'atika derununda 

iskan etmek, sadisen ebn.1ye-i 'atikayl a.b.lr, zanire yanud 

ot ve saman ambarl ittihazetmek veya sair bir suret1e 

kullanmak kat'iyyen memnu oldu~ndan bervech-i bala tadat 

olunan ef'ale mUtecasir olanlardan Kanun-u Cezanln 138. 

maddesi mucibince tazminat ve ceza-i nakdi allnmakla 

beraber haklarlnda bir aydan bir seneye kadar hapis cezaSl 

hUkmedilir. 

18 A A 

"Muhafaza-i Asar-l 'Atika EncUmeni" 



.' 
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19 
Madde 2: Bu EncUmen nefsi Istanbul'da ve Istanbul 

Vilayeti dahilinde bulunan bilcUmle asar-l 'atika ve abidat 

ve mevakii tarihiye ve mebanii me~hureyi sebt-i defter 

edecek ve bunlar hakklnda eserler ne~reyleyecektir. 

20 
Madde 3: Asar-l 'atika nizamnamesinin be~inci 

maddesinde zikr v. tadat .olunan asar ve mevadln: Istanbul 'un 

mUessesat-l bediaslnln ve yad-l tarihisi olan mev~iin 

gerek bilcUmle memurin ve gerek efrad-l ahali taraflndan 

iora edileoek tamir, tadil, nakil ve hedim gibi hususatlnda 

encUmen-i mezkure tahriren mUracaat olunacak karar tahriri 

Uzerine hareket edilecektir. 

21 "Muhafaza-i Abidat Nizamnamesi" 

22 -
Madde 1: Bilottmle kadim kaleler, burc;lar ve kasaba 

surlarl ile herhangi devre a:ld olursa olsun kaffe-i emakin 

ve asar, Asar-l 'Atika Nizamnamesinin be~inci maddesi mu

cibinoe asar-l 'atikadan maduttur. 

23 Madd·'3 3: HUkUmetce bir kasaba surunun veya bir 
~ " kalenin veyahud birinoi maddede muharrer sair asar ve 

emakinin kamilen veya klsmep hedmine idareten lUzum-u 

kati gorUldU~ takdirde vilayatta Maarif MUdUrUnUn taht-l 

riyasetinde cihet-i mUlkiye ve askeriyeden birer memur 

ile Nafia ve Belediye mUhendislerinden ve mahalli mUze 

memurlarlndan mUrekkep bir heyet te~kil olullur. 
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24 Madde 5: Bu gibi kale ve sur duvarlarlnln ve 
,...., .... 

sair asar ve emakinin maili inhidam bulunmaSlndan dolayl 

oivarlndaki emakin bir tehlike-i karibeye maruz bulundugu • 

tahakkuk eyledigi ve tiQUncU maddede beyan olunan muamele

nin tamemen 1faslna dahi imkan mUsait olamadl~l takdirde 

hUkUmet-i mahalliyeoe mahalli mUhendisin veya sair erbab-l 
.. 

vukufun nezareti tahtlnda ~ehlike refedilir. Anoak mezkur 

kale ve surlarln vesair asar ve emakinin nuku~ ve' hututu 

mevoudeyi havi olan aksaml, ta~ iseler bunlar bozulmak

Slzln Qlkarlllr ve e~er SIva Uzerine menku~ ise fotografi

leri veya res1mleri allnlr vaya sair suretle e~kal-i zap

tedilir ve keyfiyet Maarif Nezaretine i~ar olunur. 

25 "Gayrlmenkul Eski Eserler va Anltlar YUksek 

Kurulu" 

26 Madde 51: Yurt iQinde bulunan ve bu kanunda 

tanlmlanan korunmaSl gerakli ta~lnmaz kUltUr va tabiat 

varllklarl ile 11gil1 hizmatlerin bilimsel esaslara g~ra 

yUrUtUlmesini sa~lamsk Uzere KultUr ve Turizm Bakanll~lna 

ba~11, merkezi Ankara~da nTa~lnmaz KUltUr ve Tabiat Var

llklarl YUksek Kurul~n ile KUltUr ve Turizm Bakaul1~lnoa 

tespit adileoek bolgelerde nTa~lnmaz KUltUr ve Tabiat 

Varllklarl Bolga Kurullarl" kurulur. 

27 Madde '2: Ta~lnmaz KUltUr va Tabiat Varllklarl 

YUksek Kurulunun gorevleri ~unlardlr: 



a)KorunmaSl gerekli ta~lnmaZ kUltUr ve tabiat 

Varllklarlnln korUnmaSl ve restorasyon ile ilgili i~lerde 

uygulanacak ilkeleri belirlemek, 
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b)KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllglnca tespit olunan 

korun~~Sl .gerekli kUltUr ve tabiat varllklarlnln tescilini 

yapmak, 
.i o)Anllan varllklarla ilgili olarak YUksek Kurula 

intikal edecek veya bizzat bilgi edindigi konu ve uyu~

mazllklar hakklnda KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllglna gorU~ 

bildirmek, 

d)!lke kararlarl ve diger gorU~ler dogrultusunda 

yapllacak uygulamalarda KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllglna 

yardlmcl olmak ve sonuQlarlnl izlemek, 

e)Bu kanunla verilen diger gorevleri yapmak. 

28 "yeteri kadar" 



IV. THE DEVELOPMENT of CONSCIOUSNESS: FROM 

"REPAIR" TO "RESTORATION" 

The aotivities that began by the seoond half of 

the nineteenth century, oonoerning the proteotion of 

antiquities and the foun9ation of museums, did not lead 
, 

the intel1eotuals in the field to take the neoessary .-
measures for the organization of restoration aotivities 

whioh was a neoessary branoh. The reason behind this oan 
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be the idea that "after all buildings oannot be smuggled 

by the Europeans". For it is known that the essential 

problem of this era was the smuggling of the arohaeologioal 

heritage. All the measures taken were aimed at preventing 
. 
this aotivity. Also, there was a tendenoy to turn to 

Europe's experience as a guide. Under suoh a guidance 

it seems quite normal toproteot the antiquities only 

to the expense of other examples of historioa1 heritage. 

Sinoe the historical property was functional in meeting 

the needs of the sooiety they were not regarded 1n the 

same oontext with "antiquities". Preservation was not a 

sooial need for the ottoman sooiety. The conditions that 

motivated the Europeans were not valid for the Ottomans. 

One of the frequently disoussed issues is that 

whether the ottomans were consoious of the historical 

heritage or not. The widespread tendenoy is towards 

defining the Ottomans as a sooiety unoonsoious of its 

oultural values. 

It is known that pieoes of the ou1tural heritage 
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were given as present to the foreign prinoes or ambassadors 

who felt an appetite for the antiquities, in order to keep 

good relations. Ortayl~ says: 

"Ama bilinQsizoe de~il, ci~erden kopar~r 

gibi"l (Ortayl~,I985:II) 

It is obvious from the regulations issued consecu

tively that they suffered greatly from this flow of 

antiquities outside the borders. 

By the year 1845 Grandduke Constantine, while 

travelling aeross Qanakkale saw and approved of a panel 

with insoription at a mosque in a village called Pirkar. 

It was used as "musalla ta~~"2 and was written in Greek. 

After some oorrespondence, the panel was given to him as 

a present.(Ortayl~,I985:II) The examples show that in 

many cases, the loss of antiquities was involuntary. 

Ortayl~ mentions that the year-bopk of Ayd~n city 

comprises several pages explaining how to visit Ephesus, 

and Pergamon • .It seems impossible for the ottoman 

bureaucrats, who had prepared this perfeot guide, to 

define Ephesus and Pergamon as "pile of stones". The 

ourious point is the faot that the altar of Pergamon 

was sold to Germans. The reality behind this was the 

economic shortage of the Empire. The debt to Kaiser 

and the railway construotion issue led the Sultan to 

order the transport of the'altar by a fir~n, although 

the governor of the province had sent the gendarmes to 

stop the German group_ (Ortayl~,I985:II) 

On the other hand, during the First Congress of 

• 
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Turkish History held in 19'7, while Dr.Re~it Galip, Gene

ral Secretary of Researoh Sooiety of Turkish History, 

was talking about the archaeological exoavations, Halil 

Ethe. interrupts and mentions about an official report' 

granting permission for the oarrying of antiquities away, 

asserting that they are plent1ful, but any gold or silver 

found among them would be kept within the borders. (Re~it 

Galip,I9'7:I62) The date of the report is not given but a 

rough estimate of the information of Halil Ethem gives 

1857. If we take the year 1845-46, when Fethi Ahmet Bey, 

Tophane-i Amire Mli§iri,colleoted archaeological objects 

-. 

from all oyer the country and housed in Hagia Irene: the 

first museum, as the beginning of interest in preservation 

activities, then, the issue of such an official report just 

after a decade makes the activity lose its meaning. Moreover, 

the report indicates a self-centered,and vrofit seeking 

approach rather than an awareness. 

This report and the examples mentioned by Ortayll 

are in contradiction. So, were the ottomans conscious of 

their heritage or not? Both are difficult to claim, for 

those contradictory operations were the signs of indigestion. 

It was a period of "introduotion" including positive 

approaches on the one hand and negative ones ou the other. 

It is seen that similar cases were met with different 

solutions depending on th~ economic and political situation 

of the country. The examples make it clear that there was 

no established policy to deal with such problems. And 

the absence of a polioy or organization stimulates this 



chaotic situation. 

Protection of the cultural heritage was not a 

social need for the ottoman society, for it had not been 

a "heritage" ia those years yet. However, one has the 

impression that it is not a sooia1 need for the Turkish 

society, either. 

During the foundation years of the Republic, the 
.-
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trend was towards breaking off the ties with the old order, 

to lean the new State on a new base. But this tendency 

brought in the danger of treating the ottoman heritage 

as of no account. But the consequences of this mentalit7, 

which would have been very destructive, were tried to be 

stopped by taking the necessary ,measures: 

Atattlrk's Konya teleg:r:a.4 that dated 20.2~I931, 

asks for the immediate repair of several monuments in 

Konya and states the importance of training speCialists 

abroad for this purposes. (KocatUrk,I97I:25) 

Later, in I936 we see the ciroulation' by Prime 

Minister tnlSnU to the ministries ask:i.ng for the protection 

of each mosque, mescid or any building belonging to Wa~fs 

and forbidding the occupation of them whatever the 

reason is. This is circulated after realizing the 

ill-treat of Diyarbaklr,HUsreviye and Behramiye Mosques 

by the approval of the governor of the province. (tllgen, 

I94') 

Another circulation6 was issued after the demo

'lition of tlsldldar Mihrimah tmareti, Edirne tkikapllJ. Han 

and Sarlhan,in 31.I.1938 • (tllgen,I94') 

Two years after AtatUrk's telegram, the demolition 

.. 



of tplikQi Mosque in Kenya where ~Mevlana had leotured was 

stopped by the interference of Prof.Remzi Oguz by chanoe. 

(Meric,I~63:44I) 
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It is learned from Merio that in 1924, the histori

cal monuments in Edirne were sold or pulle' down by the 

Wakfs or munioipalities, sometimes even without preparing 

the arohitectural report of the building. (Merio,I963:443) 

Regarding the historical monuments in poor physical 

appearance and remains of them as ruins, the monument and 

the land upon which the building rests were sold. The 

stones of the ruins were used in the construction of new 

buildings or pavemente. Meric gives the list of the Wakf 

buildings which were sold, stating the date,price and the 

name of the purchaser. (Merio,I963:486-487-488) From his 

list, it is seen that the sales spanned the years 1926-

1958 which shows the continuation of the sales even 

after the establishment of the High Committee of Antiquities. 

Das Sohonste7dated January,I963 reports, with 

photographs, the use of material from historical monuments 

in new buildings in Aegean villages. 

tlnsal gives a list of monuments whose demolition 

is offered by the government and the municipality in 

1958's among which there were Sinan buildings like 

Be~ikta~ Sinan Pa~a Bath and fountain, Unkapanl SUley

man Suba~lMosque. (tlnsal,I969:7-60) 

During this period, in spite of the warning of the 

government, most of the historical monuments were replaced 

by boulevards, parks , stadiums, schools as a result of 



the inefficiency of the regulations, the articles of the 

regulations which were open to interpretation, and the 

wrong interpretation of the AtatUrk reforms which gave 

way for the gradual elimination of the cultural heritage. 

All the examples and the telegram of AtatUrk and circula

tions of tnonU prove this. 

The administration of the Republia dealt with a 
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• 

very important aspect of preservation issue and founded 

the educational basis to train the necessary staff which 

would spread on the consciousness of preservation. History, 

art history, and archaeology which were not formerly 

included in higher education, were accepted into the 

university programs. (QeQener,I984:52) 

Louis Albert Gabriel, a French architect who was given 

the task of partioipating in arohaeological excavations in 

Anatolia by the Turkish government during the years 

I926~I830, states the importance of keeping the original -

characteristios of the monuments while repairing them.8 

(Gabriel,I938:12) 

For Ulgen who was ,a leading personality in the 

post-Republioan era, the additions in historical buildings 

were indispen~able.9 The process of adding famous styles 

is seen as a loose attitude by him. IO (Ulgen,I943:61-80) 

The perSistent and widespread reoognition of the 

proteotion issue at an international level also affeoted 

the interest in historical monuments. The recent develop

ments in Europe, the effects of 'Carta del Restauro', the 

oommunique issued at the end of the International Congress 



held at Athens in 1931, 'Venioe Cbarter' issued in 1964, 

and the announoement of the 'Heritage Year'in 1975 are 

felt in the recent Law of Proteotion of Cultural and 

Natural Entities (1983) whioh no longer oonfined the 

oonservation of historic monuments to the welfare of 

single struotures but included a wide set of complex 

aspeots. (Article 1 and ~, Appendix'\)) 

Parallel to the principles and practices of 

preservation which had undergone turning pOints over 
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the last few decades, the concept of the "historic 

monument" is being replaced by that of "cultural entity". 

(Law No:2863,Article 1,Appendixl» The definition is 

expanded so as to enoompass the monuments' environment. 

An awareness ot "historioal environment" develops. 

Today, we are also confronted with the change 

in approach which began to consider "modest buildings", 
-

for th~ representation of an era's social, political, 

economic and cultural aspects as well as the "monuments". 

SUleymaniye Project is a good example of tbis. 

Another recent tendency is towards respeot for 

the building in the form it is found. 

Besides Middle East Technical University, three 

more centres of advanced training in conservation, one 

at Mimar Sinan University, one at Istanbul Technical Uni

verSity and the other at YlldlZ University in Istanbul, 

are now offering post-graduate programs leading to a 

masters degree in the oonservation of monuments and sites. 

The graduate program Of MaddIe East Teohnical Uni

versity leading to the degree of 'Master of Architecture 
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in Restoration' consists of a minimum of four semesters. 

Prior to the submission of the thesis students are required 

to oomplete 60 credit hours through courses. Design in 

Restoration,The Theory of Restoration and' Conservation, 

The History of Architecture in the Middle East, The 

Diagnosis and Treatment of Structural Faults and Material 

Decay, Architectural Photogrammetry,Techniques of Conser

vation of Historic Urban EnVironment, The Laborator~ and 

Conservation of Structure and Materials and Summer Praotioe 

are among the graduate courses. (M.E.T.U. General Catalog, 

I983-I984:3I-'2) 

!he graduate arohitectural programs at Istanbul 

Teohnioal University whioh started with the aoademio 

year of I974-I975 present four areas of specialization 

one of them being 'restoration'. Within the graduate 

program of Arohitecture, 50 working days -of practical 

.. 

work is required in addition to the aoademio education~ 

(I.T.U.Catalog,I980-I982:IOO) Theories of Restoration, 

Traditional Building Materials, Photogrammetry, Construction 

Teohniques in Antiquity ~nd Byzantine, Seljukid Construction 

Teohniques, Evolution of Style in Seljuk and ottoman 

Architeoture, Ottoman Construction Teohniques,Architeotural 

Deooration in Byzantine and Anatolian-Turkish Architeoture, 

Urban Conservation are among the graduate courses. (I.T.U. 

Catalog,I980-I982:IIO) Istanbul Teohnical University has 

an "Institute of History of Architecture and Restoration". 

The Institute's aims are the study of the monuments and 

sites oonstituting the cultural heritage of Turkey;listing 

of these monuments, sites and towns to help the preserva-



tion of their traditional setting; elaboration of projects 

for the renovation and the conservation of historic 

buildings and sites individually or in cooperation with 

other institutions. The program of the Institute also 

includes the publication of studies concerning restoration 

and the history of architecture. A bulletin is published 

t_ice a year. (I.T.U.Cata10g,I980-I982:95) 

Although Bo~azi9i University does not have a 

Faculty of Architecture, the master program in Art 

History already includes an introductory level course 

in Conservation and Restoration. 

However, the public is indifferent to the preser

vation issue. During the formation process, they do not 
. 
participate,do not express their attitude, but once the 

endeavour is aocomp1ished they readily appreoiate it. 

What is more obvious is that it is not the 1aws,nor 

international organizations, nor restorers who can turn 

a oonservation projec.t into reality, but it is the public. 

Tanplnar oomplains about the fact that we do not 

contribute to the improvement of the environment. ll (M!!= 
liyet ,.I984) 

In general, ours is a 'silent' society. We do not 

tend to share our ideas or problems, we do not speak muoh. 

Even when there is consensus within the group, no sign 

of reaction is seen. We tend to abandon our problems. This 

image of 'silent sooiety' seems to be an extension of 

traditions. It is known that talking was associated with 

badmanners acoording to the rules of traditional eduoation, 

and it was a disgrace to speak in a g,roup if there were 
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people older than you. Today, the remnants of this 

reinforcement still show itself in our attitudes towards 

many problems. The impossibility of receiving the 

proper degree of publicity is a good example of this. 

Economio forces is another factor that appears as 

5' 

.. 

an obstacle in front of arohitectural restoration activities. 

One of the principal causes of the failure of preserva

tion of historical bujldings, especially oivil arohitec-

ture, is that they have been subjeoted to the fate of 

their oommercial fortunes and to the whims-oof . speoulat ion. 

What comes to the soene is the reality that we are on the 

threshold of a oruoial era of change in the urban way of 

life. On the other hand historioal buildings are usual17 

'charaoterized by poor heating, insanitation, poor physical 

struoture, etc. And all these,forces the owner into action 

which requires ability to pay for repairs. In this respect, 
-

the biggest threat oomes from the demands imposed by 

modern life. Man, being the prisoner of his comfort, 

desires to live a better life and therefore these histo

rical buildings do not s,eem attractive to live in. Also 

the approach asking for the preservation of civil 

architecture without providing any technical or materia

listic facilities is effective in making a choice on the 

part of the owner. As a result of these, they change 

owners and ocoupants many times. As they become unattrao

tive, they are rented at lower figures. Those who have 

low income, group there changing the characteristics of 

the quarter, and the area turns out to be the unfavourable 
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part of the oity., They beoome undesirable plaoes to live 

in and work. However, the houses in suoh areas are already 

preserved but with small modifioations, mostly not oonsi- • 

dering the original oharaoteristios. 

Another solution found by the owners to oounteraot 

this situation without suffering and profiting, is to sell 
; 

the building. For, at ace~tain pOint, speculation clashes 

with the needs of the inhabitants. Being a developing 

country, industry is not a fully developed field, therefore, 

the capital and savings are directed towards investment 

in immovables which encourages speculation. This activity 

concentrates in urban centres mostly, because they have 

the necessary substructure and transportation facilities • 
. 

Under these conditions, the land gains value each day. Here, 

many items, such as the location of the land upon which 

the building rests, the quality of neighbo'rhood, ~he 

income groups residing there, also the periods of prosperity 

and depression, all affect the value and cost of the 

property. As a result of this, the speculator's offer 

seems advantageous to the' owner,and even relatively new 

buildings are pulled down in order to build higher ones. 

The preservation of historical buildings seems to be very 

difficult when we consider the annual income, reaching 

billions, earned out of speculation. 

In case of minor cities, tourism is a driving force 

in maintaining preservation of historical buildings. Since 

the industrial areas are concentrated in big cities or 

closer to them, in such places, the historical buildings 



supply a source of income. Recently, the increase in the 

number of tourists visiting Turkey, and the interest of 

foreign people in our historical monuments, and further

more, the realization of this as a growing source of 

income lead the local people to peroeive the monuments 

in-a. different way, considering their eoonomic and 

h1~torical aspects. 

It is possible to reach each new aspeot of oulture, 

only by moving from a common platform. However, it is 

known that social consoiousness tends to be slow to 

change,weighed down by oonservatism. On the other hand, 

the material environment changes rapidly. (Kuban, (2)1975: 

21) This is why this 'imported' idea of oonservation is 

. indigestable. 

Another reason is that fo~ the rest of the popula

tion, who form the modera;t'e and low income group, the 

protection and transfer of oultural heritage is not a 

vital need. Being the member of a developing country, 

they are faced with more serious problems like making 

a living, finding a job,eto •• 

The way from "repair" to "restoration" which is 

a modern oonoept that stems from a new approaoh to the 

monuments of the past is determined by the ohange in 

needs of the sooiety, by the development of extensive 

international movements whioh has assumed conorete form 

in different doouments, by the eoonomio faotors, by the 

approach to history, by the reoognition of the respon

sibility to safeguard the historical values for future 

generations. 



FOOTNOTES 

I 
"Not unconsciously but suffering greatly, 

hurting deeply." 

2 "the stone on which the ooffin is placed during 

the funeral service" 

"Halil Ethem Bey-· ••• 0 zaman ki hUktimet rical1 

araslnda en bUyUk ve en mUnevver adamlar bulundu~nu 
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.. 

zannediyorum. Layard hafriyata ba~lad~~~ zaman -zannederim 

k1 seksen sene kadar oluyor-( ••• ) 0 zaman Meclis-i Has ~ 

VUkela'n~n bir karar~ vard~, QUnkU, bu ta~larl gotUrmek iQin 

izin istemi~lerdi, yazllaa mazbatayl gordUm, kararda di

yorlarki: "Saye-i ~ahane'de boyle ta~lar memleketimizde 

lauyattlr, onlarln hepsini gotUrsUnler,yallllz ~ltlna, 

gUmU~e dair bir ~ey varsa onu bize allkoyallm." (GUIU~me

ler) Bunu arzetmek istedim. (~iddetli alkl~lar)· (Re~it 

Galip,I937:I62) 

4 Acele ve onemlidir. 20.2.I93I 

Son tetkik seyahatimde muhtelif yerll:erdeki mUze

leri, eski sanat ve medeniyet eserlerilli de gozden geQir-

dim 
I. Istanbul 'dan 'ba~ka Bursa,izmir, Antalya,Adana 

ve Konya'da mevout mUzeleri gordUm. Bunlarda ~imdiye ka

dar bulunabilen baz~ eserler muhafaza olunmakta ve klS

men de ecnebi mUtehasslslarlll yardlmlyle tasnif edilmek

tedir. Ancak, memleketimizin her taraflnda emsalsiz defi-



neler halinde yatmakta olan kadim medeniyet eserlerinin 

taraflnlzdan meydana Qlkarllaeak ilmi bir surette muha

faza ve tasnifleri ve geQen devirlerin sUrekli ihmali yU_ 

zUnden pek harap bir hale gelmi~ olan abidelerin muhafa

zalar~ iQin mUze mUdUrlUklerinde ve hafriyat i~lerinde 

kullanllmak Uzere arkeoloji mUtehasslslarlna kat'i lU

zu'm vardlr. Bunun iQin Maarifee hariee tahsile gC)]lderile

eek talebeden bir klsmlnln bu ~ubeye tahsisi muvafIk ola

ea~l fikrindeyim. 
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2. Konya'da aSlrlarca devam etmi~ ihmaller sebe

biyle bUyUk bir harabi iQinde bulunmalarlna ragmen sekiz 

aSlr evvelki TUrk medeniyetinin hakiki ~aheserleri klymet

te bazl mebanj,vardlr. Bunlardan bilhassa Karatay Medrese-
. 

s1, Alaaddin Camii, Sahip Ata Medrese, Cam1 ve TUrbes1, 

SlrQall Mese1t ve inee Minare, derhal ve mUstaeelen tam1-

re muhtaQ bir haldedirler. Bu tamir1n gec1kmesi, bu ab1de

lerin kam11en ind1raSln~ muo1p olaea~lndan evvela asker 

i~galinde bulunanlarln tahliyes1!lin ve kaffesinin mUtehas

SIS zevat nezaretiyle tam1rinin temin buyurulmaslnl rica 

ederim. Gazi Mustafa Kemal 

(KocatUrk,I97I:25) 

5 "( ••• ) Bundan sonra tasnif hariei dahi olsa, 

Vaklflar Umum MUdUrlU~nUn muvafakati allnmad~kQa, 

hiQbir eami, mese1t ve vakfa aft di~er binalarln ve 

alakadar en yUksek makamln muvafakatl munzam olmadlkQa 

Vaklft~ gayrl 1darelere a1t eski eserlerin de hiQbir 

sebep ve bahane ile i~gali ne ve talebederim.". CadI ge-



Qen camilerin valinin tensibtyls Ziraat Bankasl'noa 

bu~day ambarl ittihaz edildi~inin anlalplmaSl Uzerine) 

(Ulgen,I943:) 

6 
"Milli Varll~lmlZl ve medeniyetimizi bugitn ve 

gelecek aSlrlarda dUnyaya tanltan ve tanltaoak olan 
,; 

klymetli abidelerin manal~ manaS1Z bahanelerle ylktl-

rllmasl de~il, bilakis, be~erin ve tabiatln tahribatlna 

kar~l titiz bir itina ile korunulmasl mUltezimdir, yal-

nlZ kanuni bir vazife de~il milli bir borQtur. Bir eserin 

klymetini muhafazasl lazlm olup olmadl~lnl anoak mUtehas

SlS olan daire tayin ~debileoe~inden bun dan sonra ~ehir 

ve kasabalarda, koylerde ve klrlarda, mevcud bulunan 

eski eserlerin her guna tahribata kar~l muhafazalarlna 

itina olunmasln~ ve Maarif Vekaletinin muvafakatl alln

madlkQ& hiQbir eserin hiQbir bahane ile y~ktlrllmaslna 

katiyen meydan verilmemesini taleb ve aksi takdirde ylk

tlranlar ve mUsamaha edenler hakk~nda ~iddetle takibat 

yapllaca~lnl tamimen beyan ederim." .(Ulgen,I943:) 

7 Das Schonste,IX,January,I96'. 

8 " ••• eserin evsaf-l mahsusaslnl ve hUviyet-i 

zatiyesini muhafaza etme~ icab eder. Hile yapllmlyaoak, 

sahte taklitler irtikap edilmiyecektir." 

9 "Binaenaleyh harabelerin tamirinde hiQbir ilave

nin yapllmamasl lazlm gelir." 
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10 "Yeni motifler ibda eylemek, yeni kompozisyonlar 

yapmak bu i~lerle me~gul bir ilim adamlnln yapamayacagl 

hafifliklerdendir." 

II "Biz Qoktan beri ~ehir fikrini kaybettik ••• 

Bilir misin ki, biz ~ehrin sahib1 de~iliz. Sadece iQinde 

oturuyoruz. Devletin veya bslediyenin bir misafiri gibi. 

Va ba~lndan beri bu boyle. C ••• ) Hakikat bu ki, yaplcl 

olarak ~ehrin hayatlna i~tirak etmiyoruz."(I962) 



v. DIFFERilT ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN 

RESTORATION WORK 

Different organizations contributed lot to the 

preservation and restoration of historical monuments by 

forming financial support for the necessary work. 
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The common difficulties met by these institutions 

both official and unofficial, are the lack of well-organized 

teams of specialists including architects, urban planners, 

economists,eto., the lack of cooperation bet_een the 

specialists and authorities responsible for dec1aion

making, the lack of skilled workers, the lack of 

financial means, in short, the lack of a realistic 

estimate of means which will be available for the 

attainment of the objectives. 

Although these institutions approach the resto

ration problem with good intention, their likely 

failure appears to be the result of ene or more of the 

above mentioned difficulties. 
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5.1. Offioial Organizations 

5.1.1. General Direotorate of the Wakfs 

The Ministry of "Evkaf and $er'iye" which has a 

history of about a oentury, is abolished by the second 

a~ticlel,,6f the: Law-No!429 in 3.3.1924 and by the 

seventh article2 of the same Law the establishment ot a 

general direotorate is committed to the charge of Office 

of Prime Minister and the management and control of the 

Wakfs are given to t~i8 General Directorate. (Vaklflar 

Genel MUdUrlU~,1973:12) 

General Directorate of the Wakfs is the owner of 

~ great number of historical buildings in the name of 

State. Its financial sources and staff are insufficient. 

It has two technical directorates, one in Istanbul and 

the other in Ankara. 

Registration of 3687 monuments is done out of 

6276 by the 'Archieves of Registration,3 which is 

founded in 1961. (Vaklflar Genel MUdurlu~,1973:35) 

The allowance 'for the restoration works of 

1984 Fiscal Year is 347 000 000 TL •• The program 

comprises nine provinces: 20 buildings in Istanbul, 

six in Edirne, one. in Tekirda~, two in Klrklareli, 

three in Bursa, two in Ballkesir, 11 in Qanakkale, 

one in Kocaeli, a total of 46 buildings. (1984 Mali 

Ylll Eski Eser Onarlm programl,Istanbul Vaklflar Ba~-

mUdUrIU~) 

The program shows that the amount saved for 

.. 



restoration is very limited. A great number of buildings 

are restored with limited finanoial resouroes and in the 

end the effort is of no use. Also, the restoration work 
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of a monument lasts for years beoause of limited resources, 

and in the course of time, it requires are-restoration 

for the early repaired parts whioh is costly and time 

oonsuming. 

The shortage of craftsmen skilled in the art of 

restoration has become increasingly apparent, however, 

being one of the oldest institutions, the_ Wakfs still 

do not have a project of training personnel for arohitec

tural re.storation. 

5.1.2. General Direotorate of National Palaces 

The General Direotorate of National Palaoes is 

oonneoted to the Head Offioe of the Great National 

Assembly. They have no staff for restoration and 

therefore realize this duty through the Ministry of 

Public Works whioh has no department qualified with 

protection disoipline. (QeQener,(2)1984:7) 

Acoording to the eight, nineth and tenth articles 

of the Law No:4'1, enacted in '.'.1924, palaces and 

kiosks and summer palaces are trausferred to the 

nation. By a decree of the Counoil of Ministers in 

18.1.1925. Topkapl Palace is given to the Office of 

Museums and DolmabahQ8 and Beylerbeyi Palaces to the 

'Directorate of National Palaces. In 19'0 Yalova Kiosk, 

in 1966 Ihlamur Summer Palace and in I~81 Maslak Summer 

• 



Palaces group are connected to the Directorate of Natj_onal 

Palaces. (Milli Saraylar MUdUrlU~, tdare 9ub,e MUdUrlU~, 

DolmabahQe,Istanbul,8.5.I985) 

Today, the General Directorate of National Palaces • 

is responsible of the palaces and summer palaces in 1stan~ 

bul: 

DQlmabahQe Palace 

Beylerbeyi Palace" which is composed of six 

buildings named Sarl Biosk, Mermer Kiosk, 

Harem and Selamllk, Yall Kiosk and service 

building. 

9a1e Kiosk ~n YlldlZ Palace 

Ihlamur (Nu'zhetiye) Summer Palace at Be~ikta~ 

which includes the summer palaces known as 

Merasim and Ma'iyet, and service buildings. 

Maslak Summer Palaces group at Haznedar Qiftli~1 

which is composed of four buildings known as 

Mabeyn-i HUmayun, Kasr-l HUmayun, Department of 

Pa~a's,and Qadlr Kiosk. 

Ayaza~a Hunting House 

Summer Palace at Haskoy known as Aynallkavak 

KUQtiksu Summer Palace at Goksu 

Yalova Atattirk Kiosk, Yaverlik Kiosk, and 

House of, the General Secretary. 

Among the activities of the General Directorate 

of National Palaces is the Symposium, held in November, 

1984. The aim of the symposium was to maintain better 

preservation and better use of the national palaces,aud 
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to make them known abroad. (Milli Saraylar MUdUrlUgu, !da

re gube MUdUrlUgn, DolmabahQe, Istanbul, 8.5.1985) 

5.1.3. General Directorate of Highways 

the General Direotorate of Highways is a St~te 

institution which is responsible to the Ministry of 
.< 

Publi0 Works. It is founded in Maroh 1950. The goal of 

its foundation is to build, repair, and maintain the upkeep 

of roads, bridges,and highways. In this Directorate, the 

Office of Historioal Bridges is the only department 

responsible for the preservation of immovables. The 

staff and the allowance are insuffioient. (QeQener,(2)I984:7) 
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5.2. Unofficial organizations 

5.2.1. Turkish Foundation for the Promotion and Preservation 

of National Heritage 

The Turkish Foundation for the Promotion and 

Preservation of National Heritage, abbreviated as the 

T~A.Q. Foundation, was established in Istanbu14 , in I976. 

Its aim is to preserve and protect the art, culture and 

architectural heritage, natural, historical, cultural, 

aesthetic and touristic riches of Turkey, Turkish people 

and Anatolian civilizations, thus linking the past to 

the present. (Brochure of T.A.C. Foundation prepared by 

the Technical Bureau of T.A.Q Foundation) 

The fact that the religious buildings are restored 

by the Wakfs an~ other organizations and the fact that the 

owners of the historical houses need support to keep 

their buildings in good repair motivated this foundation 

in stating its aim. The Ministry allows 100 million TL. 

every year. Another source is the works of the Technical 

Bureau of the Foundation such as T.E.V. projects. (Per

sonal Interview with architect SUheyla TtirkgenQ from the 

Technical Bureau of T.A.C. Foundation,6.5.1985) 

Restoration and reconstruction of several 

houses in Istanbul, Ankara and Bursa are among the 

works of T.A.C. Foundation. 

5.2.2. Turkish Touring and Automobile Club 

The history of Turkish Touring and Automobile 

.. 



Club goes baok to "TUrk Seyyahin_Cemiyeti"5 whioh was 

founded by Re~it Saffet Atabinen in 192'. The aim of the 

Club was to make Turkey known abroad and inorease the 

• ~ber of tourists visiting Turkey by getting into 

touch with railroad and maritime lines. The head of the 

Club was Atabinen for 44 years. (SanatQevresi,1984:1I) 

The tariffs of the harbours and porters, the 

lisenoe of the tourist guides, the first touristio 

publioations, the first road map were prepared by the 

Club. The World War affeoted the aotivities of the Club. 

During those years, they began to deal with the preserva

tion of historical values. Atabinen was a member of the 
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Committee at the Arohaeological Museum. They found the 

grave of Ibrahim MUteferrika and oarried it to Galata 

Mevlevihanesi and repaired the Mevlevihane. (Sanat gevresi, 

1984:1') 
-

After the death of Atabinen in 1965, Qeli~ GUlersoy 

was ohosen as the General Direotor whose initiative has 

played a major part in the restoration aotivities of the 

Club. 

By the year 1978, after Signing a oontract with 

Istanbul Munioipality, the Club beg .... a series of 

restoration aotivities oomprising pavillions and 

houses in Istanbul. 

The Club, by the restoration of Malta Kiosk has 

won the "International Award of Restoration" given by 

the Federation of European non-governmental Conserva

tion Organization,"Europa Nostra" in 1979. (curnhuriyet, 

• 



December 1,19'/9) Konak at Sultanahmet has won the same 

award in 1984. 

The annual income of the Club was ov~r a billion 

in !982. One third of this was spent for the expenses, 

(0 per cent of the rest was for the tax,and all of the 

r~maining 300 million TL. was spent for cultural aotivi

ties. (GUlersoy,1983:4) ~ 

67 

The Club is a member of the "World Tourism 

Organization", "Federation 1nternationale de l'Automobile" 

in Paris, and "Alliance 1nternationale de Tourisme" in 

Geneve. 

The Club has many cultural publications among 

~hich there is a three-monthly journal called Revue 

du Touring et Automobile Club de Turquie, the first 

issue o~ which published in 1930. 

Since 1974, the Club prepares documentary -films 

such as "AtatUrk ve DolmabahQe Saray~", "Safranbolu Ev

leri", "Piri Reis Haritas~", "1stanbul'un Tarihsel Su 

Sistemi", "Anadolu Uygarl~~~ndan !zler".(Sanat Qevresi, 

1984:96) 

The response of Yavuz to the questionnaire of the 

art magazine, Sanat Qevresi which asks the critiques of 

famous intellectuals, olearly evaluates the activities of 

the Club. The activities of the Club are not considered as 

~re~toration" teohnically but a kind of "acknowledgement 

of the heritage"6 (Sanat Qevresi,1984:I05) 

.. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 
"~ar'iye va EYkaf Nezareti millgadJ.r." 

2 
"Evkaf umur u m11letin hakiki menafiina muva

f~k bir ~ekilde halledilmek Uzere bir mUdUriyet ,1 umu-

miye halinde ~imdilik Ba~vekalete tevdi 8dilmi~tir." 

4 

, 

6 

~evresi 

"Teseil ve Abide Ar~ivi" 

Tepeba~J., Ms~rutiyet Cad. 57-3,Beyo~lu, Istanbul. 

"Touring Club Ture n 

"Qelik GUlersoy'un Istanbul'un tarihsel ve do~al 

iQin yJ.llardan beri giri~ti~i etkinlikleri yakJ.n-

dan izliyorum. Do~rusunu soylemek gereki~se, buna gerQek 

anlamda "koruma" denip denemeyeee~ini bilemiyorum. Belki, 

yapJ.lan i~ , tekn1k anl'amda bir "restorasyon" olarak da 

adlandJ.rJ.lamaz. Gene de Celik GUlersoy'un bilimsel an

lamda "Qevre korumasJ.", ya da "restorasyon" sayJ.lmasa 

bil~, somut olarak ,gerQekle~tirdikleri ortadadlr. Buna 

ben, "sahip QJ.kmak" diyorum. C ••• ) GUlersoy, do~aya ve 

tarihsel Qevreye "sahip Qlklyor". Bunu kimse yadslyamaz." 

(Yavuz,I984:I05) 

• 
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VI. EXAMPLES 

Sinoe the orientation of this thesis is history 

dominated, therefore the examples are not studied aooording 

to the format used in evaluating arohiteotural restoration 

works. For, the purpose of presenting examples is just 
,} 

to emphasize the ohange in .~pproaoh to historioal monuments 

rather than a oritioal evaluation. 

6.1. Restoration Example From the Present: 

gemsi Pa~a Mosque 988 (M.I580) 

It is a Sinan building founded by gemsi Ahmet 

Pa~a, the vezier of SUleyman the Magnifioent, Selim II, 

and Murat III. (TUrk Ansiklopedisi,I946:2?2) Next to the 

Mosque is the Tomb of the founder whioh is a single 

domed square building, and a medrese. It is built at the 

ooast of tlskUdar, overlooking Bosphorus. 

The Mosque (Fig.l) is a small one with square 

plan surrounded by the medrese rooms after leaving a 

wide oourtyard around it. It has a dome plaoed on an 

ootagonal drum and four half domes. (Fig.2) It was 

exposed to many earthquakes and stream waves for years 

and the walls and the domes were moved and lost their 

vertioality. The minaret exoept the base part, the 

interior plaster, windows" the door, the surrounding walls 

oompletely oollapsed. (Mimarl~k,I944:9) 

The Mosque is restored by the General Direotorate 

of Wakfs in 1940. The out-stone oonstruotion of the 

• 



/ faQades are completely rebuil,. ~The walls and the domes 

are brought back to their original place. The iron 

grills of the wnndows are repaired. The 'elvan' windows 

are reproduced according to the original design and 

color. (Fig~., and 4) The external stucco frames are 

strengthened with concrete. The minaret is rebuilt from 

the base to the 'alem' in its original height" using 

the original stone. The balcony, the scalactites and 

the conical cap are all rebuilt and a new alem is 

placed on top. 

Inside the Mosque, the maroon minber, window 

frames ~Fig.5) and the entrance door are repaired. 

The surrounding walls facing the sea are rebuilt 

of the same stone. 

Except the stove and the pipe going out through 

the window next to the mihrab (Fig.6) "the clock, 
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the large earthenware water jar and the fire extinguisher 

in the window bay (Fig.5) , and the electric cable 

which surrounds the inner walls and reaches the dome 

passing through the mihrap (Figs.7 and 8) , which do 

not please the eye and endanger the whole complex, what 

is noteworthy of the restoration work is the respect for 

the original forms in restoring the building. 
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6.2. Example of Reconstruction 

Mimar Sinan Mescid 991 (M.I583) - 1975 

Originally, it was a Sinan building 

located in Istanbul, at Fatih, YenibahQe. In Hadikat-Ul 

Cevami it is shown at SUleymaniye,A~akapusu.l (HUseyin 

bin Ismail,I28I:I99) But Konyal~ mentions that in the 
manuscript form of the Hadikat-Ul Cevami it is described 

to be located at YenibahQe. (Konyal~,I948!97) 

It completely collapsed after the fire 

in 1334 (M.I9I8) , leaving only the minaret and the 

fountain nearby. (Fig.9) 

It was a building with a rectangular plan 

and with a flat timber roof covered with red tiles. The 

"most interesting part of the Mosque was its octagonal 

minaret which was built off the Mosque. Its balcony 

is formed of a series of windows. Instead of a pointed 

conical cap, it has a small dome. (Fig.IO) 

Konyal~ mentions that the manuscript form 

of Hadikat-Ul Cevami informs about the plan of the 

Mosque as having two parts; one for summer and one 

for Winter. (Fig.ll) (Konyal~,I948:98) 

The walls were of stone blocks with three 

layers of brick inbetween. 

Konyal~ mentions Cornelius Gurlitt 

publishing the plan and photographs of Mimar Sinan 

Mescid on page 67 of his Die Baukunst Constantinopels. 

(Konyal~,I948:IOO) However, the book2 contains neither 

information nor a photograph of Mimar Sinan Mesoid. 

.. 



There is no information about the original inner 

deooration. 

The uninsoribed fountain is of stone with an oval 

arch. Next to it is a reservoir. On the left side of the 

fountain is a niche probabl7 for easy loading of the jugs. 

(Fig.I2) 
,; 

The cracks of the minaret were repaired in 1939 
." 

by the Office of Museums. 

In 1974, Mimar Sinan Mescid was reconstruoted by 

the General Direotorate of Wak!s keeping the original 

plan and the scale. (Fig.I3) 
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Today, again, brick and stone combination is used 

in outer walls. (Fig.I4) The same window design is realized • 
. 

The .roof is again f·lat and covered with red tiles. And the 

inner ceiling is of timber. (Fig.I5) 

The inner frames of the windows and the mihrab 

are of stone. (Fig.I6) The inner walls are whitewashed 

with script decoration on it. (Fig.I7) 

Although the elements found in the Mosque, which 

are meeting tod~y's practical needs, such as a loudspeaker 

placed at the top of the roof (Fig.I4) , a fluorescent 

lamp on top of the mihrap script (Fig.I8) , a kerosene 

stove, a map on one of the walls (Fig.I9), a kerosene lamp 

hanging down the chandelier (Fig.I5), a bookshelf, the 

earpeton the wall (Fig.'20) , do not harmonize with the 

inner decoration and help for the loss of the mistie air, 

this Mosque represents a good example of reconstruction 

with respect to original forms. 

'. 



6.3. Restoration Example From the Past 

It is'not easy to fin~ an example carrying the 

original traces of repair work done in late nineteenth 

century which represents the Ottoman approach torepai~ 

work, for most of such buildings are restored by the 

of,fioial or private organizations ,and the rest were 

repaired by the 100sl mosque building assooiations. 

Regardless of the original oharaoteristios, additions 

and superfluous deooration are made by them'or the 

original elements are modified or hidden under paint. 

This approaoh wipes out the individual oharaoteristios 

of the building. By the superimpos:l.t'ion of the signs 

b~longing to previous periods, the value that the work 

of each period assigns to the building whioh beoomes 

part of history, is removed. 

Dra'man Mosque (TeroUman Yunus) 

The original building was built by Sinan at 

Dra'man ia 948 (M.I54I) • The founder of the Mosque 

was the translator of Stlleymaa the Magnificent, TeroUrnan 

Yunus who had died before the Mosque was oompleted 
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and was buried at the "Hazire R4 of the Mosque and 

therefore the building was finished up by his brother 

Mustafa. (HUseyin bin Ismail,I~8I:112)-It was demolished 

by fire in 1729 and restored b~ Jhmet III. (Cezar,I963:'O) 

The present building is restored jn 1914. Paper oalled 

Sabah dated 9.9.1326 (M.22.9.1914) writes: 

"Being susoeptible to oollapse, Dlragman 
Yunus Mosque at Dlragman, Qar~amba, was 
demolished; and its ruins remained in 

Go 



the area until - the reconstruotion."4 

The statement of the Paper gives the impression 

as if the Mosque was reoonstructed in 1914. But an 

observation of the present Mosque gives the impression 

that only the poroh is rebuilt. The rest of the Mosque 

seems to oarry the signs of repair from the period of 
., 

Ahmed III. Sinoe there is ~o available information 

about the original building this only remains to be an 

assumption. 

The present building (Fig.2I) is reached after 

olimbing up a stairoase as in the original one. It is a 

square planned Mosque (Fig.22) built of out-stone. Its 

poroh is of timber. Although the roof is flat and of 

timber covered with red tiles, Oz, ama~ing}y, aesoribes 

the Mosque as having a dome. (Om, 1962:49) 

Its minaret whioh was of stone was oompl~tely 

demolished. Its stones are piled up in the oourtyard. 

(Fig.23) 

Inside the Mosque, on both sides there is a 

"maksure n5 • Above it fs the "kadlnlar mahfili n6
, 

whioh is reaohed through the timber stairoase from 

the right maksure. 

The upper a~d the lower parts of the mihrap and 

its frame are of timber but the niohe is of plaster 

and it is painted. (Fig.24) 
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The Mosque haS sixteen windows. Each upper window 

has double window and its frame is divided into twelve 

squares and three tri~ngular pieoes. (Fig.25) Wh~ll looked 

• 



from outside, it is seen that, -only the upper windows on 

the mihrap wall have deep bays.(Fig.26) However, the 

upper windows of the wall ~acing the "Hazire" and the 

opposite wall do not have the same design. Instead, 

they have a little projecting part. (Fig.27) 

On the contrary, the deep ba7S o:t-the lower 

windows are inside the building. Outside, they all have 

iron grills. The frames of these windows are divided into 

eight squares and three triangular units. Only the two 

lower windows on the left and right side of the mihrap 

have frosted glass (Fig.28) , the rest are transparent. 

The brick arches which frame the lower windows 

externally are pointed whereas the upper ones are 

rounded. The inside of these pointed arches are 

hollow, they are not left blind. (Fig.26) This does 

not seem to be an original characteristic 'of the buil

ding, but an eighteenth century modification. 

Its minber is of timber. Its landing on the 

staircase has a lattice cover of timber. Above it is 

a conical cap. (Fig.29) 

In this Mosque, lack of goodcare is seen. Signs 

of humidity is much inside the building. The stucco is 

peeling off at the corners of the windows and walls. 

(Fig.30) And the paint is puffy. A hole for pipe of 

stove is seen on one of the windows on the right wall. 

Most of the glasses of the second upper windows are 

broken. The inner ornamentation is simple. Equipment 

answering to the needs of present times is not found 
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.. 
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inside the Mosque except a clo-ok and a fluore'soent lamp 

attached to the right edge of the mihrap frame perpendi

oularly. 

In this Mosque, the mihrap and the window desig~ 

are the remnants of later periods which do not cope with 

the oharacteristic elements of the building. 

Besides Dra'man Mosque, the marble mihrap of Yahya 

KethUda Mosque in Kaslmpa~a, PrinQQi Kahya , with columns 

and superfluous ornamentation, the inner decoration of the 

dome of RUstem Pa~a Mosque ,96:5 (M.I56I) in Tahtakale, 

Haslrollar Qar~lsl, can be accounted as unique examples 

remaining within the restores mosques, displaying the 

Ottoman approach which appreciated the fashionable 

styles of the period disregarding the "identity " of 

the building. 

.. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 "Mimar Sinan Mescidi der kurbi Agakapusu" 

(HUseyin bin Ismail,I28I:I99) 

2 Gurlitt,cornelius Die Baukunst Constantinopels, 

Berlin,I908. at the Library of Alman Ar~eoloji EnstitUsu, 

Slraselviler,Istanbul. Call~number: B II 502 

"enclosed burial place usually behind the Mosque" 

4 "Qar§amba'da Dlra~mantda Dlra~man Yunus Camii 
...... 

maili inhidam olub ylkdlrlldl, enkazl tecdiden in§aslna 

kadar arsaslnda kaldl." 

5 "private gallery" 

6 "gallery for women" 

• 
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F1g.1 

F1g.2 
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.. 

Fig.3 

Fig.4 
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• 

,Fig.5 

F1g.6 



• 

Fig.7 

Fig.8 
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Fig.9 

Fig.IO 



.. 

l 
Fig.ll 

Fig.12 
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• 

F1g.14 



.. 

F1g.15 

F1g.16 
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.. 

Fig.17 

Fig.18 
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• 

F1g.19 

F1g.20 
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• 

r 
I 

F:ig.211 

Fig.22 
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Fig.24 
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• 

F1g.25 

F11. 26 
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I 

.. 

"Fig.27 

Fig.28 



fF ig.29 

Fig 30 



92 

VII. CONCLUSION 

The protection of historical monuments has been 

one of the major subjects of interest since the Ottoman 

period. Although this interBst faded during the Republican 

period due to political reasons, recently it flourished 

again. However, the aim of this activity and the methods 

of implementation in each period is different. 

This idea was introduced to the Ottoman society 

as a result of the development of the relationship with 

the European countries. As a result of this, the concern 

was directed towards the preservation of antiquities. On 

the other hand, the lack of interest for the historical 

heritage also stemmed from the fact that the Wakf insti

tution was already instrumental in contributing lot to 

the preservation of historical buildings. However, this 

interest did not comprise civil architecture examples· 

which were repaired by their owners. During this period, 

it was "r§pair" carried out with constant care. The Wakf 

institution took proper care of the monuments which had 

social, functional, and symbolic meaning through daily

controlled work. 

The te~dency today is to overlook the monuments 

unless they are old. We wait for them to fall into bad 

decay before taking any measures. 

"The principle of modern times is to 
neglect buildings first, and restore 
them afterwards." (Ruskin,I9IO:356-57) 

.. 



Ruskin's claim is still the dominant practice of 

the present times. 

In the past, the aim of repairwork was to secure 

the continuity of function; today, it is to secure the 

continuity of history ~. New dimensions are 

attributed to the monuments. 

In the past, there.·was no respect for the buil

ding in the form it is found. Repair work was carried out 

regarding the famous styles of the period, and additions 

were allowed. Today, there is respect for the original 

form of the building. 

In the past, preservation activities started as 

an 'imported' process with the intention of preventing 

the smuggling of antiquities; today, although some sort 

of consoiousness developed, the issue is still approached 

as a requirement of being a part of the Western Worli. 

Since it was a foreign concept for the Ottomans, and is 

a foreign concept for today's society it is quite normal 

that neither the responsible bodies nor the publi. have 

seriously taken the question up and thus this issue has 

remained little more than lipservice. 
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In the past, there were no established principles 

of repair; but today, the effects of international resto

ration principles are observed. 

In the past, especially the monumental buildings 

which had symbolic meaning were considered and the civil 

architecture was excluded, today, modest buildings which 

represent an era's social, economio, and cultural aspects 



are oonsidered. 

In the past, repair work was oarried out by qualified 

oraftsmeu; although it is aooepted that restoration work 

requires speoialists and resouroes, no measures are taken 

to train qualified personnel today. 

Another problem of today is that neither the insti-
. , 

tutions nor the universities oriticize the restoration 

works done. 

To protect the genuine value of the past as a 

living, neoessary dimension of the present, to ensure a 

oonvenient funotion and signifioanoe to the historic~l 

buildings within the living oontext of the oity, aqeqeate 

sooial and eoonomioal aotion have to be undertaken. 

In the final analysis, this requires publio opinion, 

legislatio., the will to use those powers, the determination 

of priorities in allooating money from both publio and 

private souroes~ and the expertise whioh oan give old 

buildings new uses. 

It is seen that throughout history to the present 

times, neither the traditions nor sooio-eoonomic oonditions 

have given way for the full realization of preservation 

aotivities in Turkey. 



roam responsible for the translations. 

E.T 
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APPENDI X- A. 

Asar-~ 'Atika Nizamnamesi, 1284 (1869) 

1. Madde: Bundan boyle Memalik-i Mahruse-i ••••• 

antika taharr1 itmek istidaslnda bulunan1ar evvel emirde 

~rif Nezareti celi1esine mUracaat ve resm-i istihsa1-1 

mezuniyet etmeeikQe hiQbir tarafta antika taharr1 edemiye

cek1erdir. 

2. Madde: Dev1etce mahzur gorUlmeyUbde kendUlerine 

mezuniyet i'ta 01unan1ar taharri ve ihraQ edecekleri asar~ 

ba~ka dev1et memalikine nakl idemeyUb dahi1de istedik1e

rine ve talib olur isa hUkilmete satma'a mezun olacaklar-

d~r. 

3. Madde: Bir adamln mU1kU dahilinde zuhur iden 

asar-~ 'atika kendUsUnUn ma1~ olacakd~r. ' 

4. Madde: Her nevi 'atik meskukatln harice gonde'.

rilmesi sureti ittihaz olunacak memnuiyetten mustesna 

tutulacakdlr. 

5. Madde: ~ltika ihraCl iQin virilecek mezuniyet 

yalnlz zlr-i zeminde bu1unacak asara hasr olunub merkuz 

olan her dUrlU asar-l 'atikanlD onlar~n mU~temilat va 

teferruatlndan olan ~eylerin vakta men ola •••••• • ••••• 
-It • 

•••••••• ruhsat virilmeyecek ve buna cesaret iden olur ise 

kanuna tedib olunacakdlr'. 

6. Madde: Bir devlet taraflndan resmen antika 

talebi iGiin vuku bulacak is'afi itmesek mUsa'ade-i 

mahsusa-~ seniyeya merhuh olunacaktl~ 



7. Madde: Antika taharri ve ihraCl hususunda 

vukuf-u malumat olub da bunu Nezaret-i Ce1ile-i mU~a

rinU1eyhe nezdinde isbata muktedir olabilenlerin masraf 

" 
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ve Ucretleri canib-i mirlden tesviye ve if a olunmak Uzere 

kendUlerine bu madde iQUn memuriyet ve mezuniyet,i resmiye 

i'ta olunaea~lndan omisu11u1ar Nezaret-i mli 9arinU1eyhe 

canibine mliracaat idecek1erdir. 

The Regulation of Antiquities, 1284 (1869) 

Article 1, From now on, those who apply for 

investigating antiquities within Ottoman territories 

will not be allowed to investigate antiquities anywhere 

without first applying to the Ministry of Education and 

documenting that they have acquj~ed permission • 

• >~. Article 2: Those who are considered appropriate 

to be given permission by the State will not ba allowed· 

to transport the antiquities they are going to investigate 

and extract, to the lands of other governments, and they 

will be allowed to sell them to those they want to, and 

to the government if it demanded so • 

. Artic1e 3: An antiquity that emerges within a 

man's property will be his possession. 

Article 4: Sending abroad all sorts of ancient 

coins will b~ excepted from the prohibitions that are 

going to be announc&d. 

Article 5: The permission that is going to be 

given will be restricted to the antiquities that will 
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be restricted to the antiquities that will be found under 

the grounQ and when all sorts of a~tiquities erected on 

the ground and those things belonging to their annexes 

andpremises • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••• f will not be allowed 

a licence and if there are those who dare this, they will 

be legally punished. 

Article 6: If the demand of antiquities made by 

a government is refused, then, they will be subject to 

the speoial permission of the'"seniyen~ 

Article 7: Those who have been specialized and 

informed as to the investigation and extraction of 

antiquities and who can prove this before the above 

mentioned ministry are to apply to the above mentioned 

ministry as they are going to be ascribed an official 

duty and permission for this issue, th4ir expenditures 

and wages being met from the public treasury. 

* could not be read 



APPENDIX - B 

Top1antl no. va tarihi 6.1.1984 
Karar no. va tarihi 6.1.1984 
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Anlt1ar YUksek Kuru1unun 
14.1.1978 gUn ve 10 200 
sayll1 kararlnln de~er1en
diri1mesi sonunda. 

KorunmaSl gerekli ta~lnmaz kUltUr var11k1arl: 

I. Grup Yapl1ar: 

De~er1endirmede aranan ve 2863 sayl11 Kanun'da 

be1irti1mi~ bu1unan nite1ik1erden Qoguna UstUn degerde 

sahip olmasl nedeni ile ge1ecek ku~ak1ar iQin iQi va 

dl~l i1e oldugu gibi sak1anmasl gereken yapl1ardlr. 

Koru~maslnda yapl1abi1ecek uygu1ama ve a11nabi1ecek 

on1em1er baklmlndan a, bo1Umde top1anlr1ar: 

,·c~ --~~T.A. Sa.decebakJ..m-~ve onarlm ile- yetinilmesi 

gereken yapllar 

I.B. GUnUmUz ya~antlslnln gerektirdigi olanak-

1arl sag1ayacak, ancak yaplnln iQ ve dl~ go

rUnUmlerini, karakter ve gorUnen ma1zeme doku

su ile sUs1erini ve plan oze11igini bozmayacak 

mUdaha1e1erin yapllabilecegi yapl1ar. 

I.C. BugUn var olmamak1a beraber be1ge1erle 

varllklarlnl va oze11ik1erini bildigimiz I.A. 

ve I.B. madde1erinden birinin uygulanabi1ece~i 

yapllar. 

II. Grup Yapllar: 

Degerlendirmede aranan ve 2863 sayl11 Kanun'da 
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belirtilmi~ bulunan niteliklerden Qoguna sahip olmas~ ne

deniyle ozellikle Qevresel niteliklerinin cnemi at;~s~ndan 

yalnlz dl~ gorUnumleri ve gabarileri ile korunmas~ gerekli 

yap~lard~r: 

.; 

II.A.I. Gabarisini, dl~ mimarisini ve d~~ cepne 

malzemesini va ta~lylcl elemanlarln~ ylkmadan va 

degi~tirmeden oldugu gibi korumak va varsa, belir

Ii bir klsmlnda plan ezelligi ile sUslemelerini 

oldugu gibi korumkk ko~ulu ile kat planl, malzeme 

vel it; mimari olarak klsmen yenilenebilecek yap~lar. 

II.A.2 •. Gabarisini, dl~ mimari gerUntUsUnU ve d~~ 

cephe eleman ve malzemesini aynen korumak I:}art~yla, 

it; ta~lylcl elemanlarl kat planlarl, it; malzeme ve 

it; mimarisi yenilenebilecek yapllar. 

II.A.'. Korunmasl gerekli kUltUr varIlklarln~n mi

mari gerUntUsUndeki malzeme ve yapl eIemanIar~nda 

eserin bUtUnlUgllnU ve karakterini bozmamak ko~u- -

luyla mimari ve it; ta~lylcl elemanlarlnda ve gaba

risinde bazl enemsiz degi~ikIikler yapllabilecek, 
/ 

kat pIanIarl ve malzeme dl~ ve iQ mimarisi yeniIe-

nebilecek yapllar. 

II.A.4. II.A.I.,II.A.2., veya II.A.' ~artIarlndan 

birine uymak kayd~yIa ezeIIikle biti~ik nizamda 

Xanunun ileri sUrecegi ~artlarla get;erli imar 

planlndaki yUkseklik ve derinliklere uygun yeni

Ierne ve eklemelerin yap~labilecegi yap~lar. 

II.B.l. Bir belUmU var olan veya Qok degi~iklige 

ugraml~ olup gorUnU~lerinin varsa fotograf, releve 
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gibi belgelere dayanarak, yoksa devri ve mimari 

uslubuna uygunolarak projelendirilebilecek plan

larl malzeme ve mimarisi tumU ile yenilenebilecek 

yapIlar. 

II.B.2. BugUn var olmamakla beraber belgelerle 

varllglnl ve ozelliklerini bildigimiz II.A.l., 

II.A.2., II.A.3, ve II.A.4 maddelerinden biririin .-
uygulanabilecegi yapllar. 

II.B.3. Qevresi, yukarlda ozellikleri belirtilmi~ 

yapllar ile olu~mu~ sit bolgelerinde bulunan par

sellerde Qevresinin iQinde yadIrganmayacak mimari 

ile yUrUrlUkteki imar nizamlna bakIlmakslzln ya-

pllabilecek yapIlar. 

III. Grup Yapllar: 

III.A. II. Grup yapIlardan ama Qevresi ve gabari 

bakImIndan tUmU ile yenilenmi~ va tek baglna ko

runma ~anslnl kaybetmi~ veya kamu yararlna kaldl

rllmasl gereken ve yeterli fotograflarl ile ar~iv

lenme degeri oldugu ~etkili kurulu~larca onaylan-

mIg rolovelerinin kurulumuz ve Devlet argivlerine 

teslimi sonunda yIkllarak yUrUrlUkteki imar niza

mlna gore uygulama yapllabilecek yapllar. 

III.B. Bazl. degerli kIslmlarlnln yeni yapIda ay

nen veya baZl ufak degi~ikliklerle kullanllmasl 

ko~ulu ile III.A. maddesinin uygulanabilecegi 

yapllar. 



Session no. and date 6.1.1984 
Affirmation no. and date 6.1.1984 

As a consequence of the 
evaluation of High Com
mittee of Antiquities, 
affirmation no. 10 200 
dated 14.1.1978 
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Immovable Cultural Entities Requiring Preservation: 

Buildings of the rst Group: 

These are buildings that should be preserved for 

coming generations as they are in terms of both internal 

and external structure because they superbly have most 

of the qualities that are considered in evaluation and 

cited in the Code no.2863. They are classified into three 

.divisions with respect to the possible measures and prac

tices for their protection: 

I,A. Buildings for whioh no more than maintenance 

and repair is necessary. 

I.B. Buildings allowing that kind of elaboration 

which, while endowing the building with the faci

lities required by oontemporary life, does not 

interfere with its internal and external faces, 

character, and apparent tissue of material, and 

ornamentation, and plan characteristics. 

I.C. Buildings subject to the I.A. or I~B., 

which are not actually present, but whose past 

existence and characteristics are kno~ through 

documents. 

Buildings of the lInd Group: 

These are buildings that should be preserved only 
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in terms of their external appearance, and "gabari", 

especially due to the sJgnificance of their environmental 

characteristics, because they have most of the properties 

cited in Code No.2863 and considered in evaluation. 

II.A.I. Buildings that can partial17 be restored 

in terms of plan, material and inner decoration, 

provided that their "gabari", external architecture 

and material of the outer faQade and support 

elements are maintained as they are, without 

any change or demolition and that the character 

of the plan and ornamentation are maintained as 

they are in a certain part of the buiLding. 

II.A.2. Buildings whose inner support elements 

plans, inner material and decoration can be 

restored,provided that their: "gabari", external 

architectural sights, and features and materials 

of the outer faQade are preserved as they are. 

II.A.3. Buildings that allow trivial changes 

uppn their architecture and inner support elements 

and gabari, and 'renewal of plans, material and 

outer and inner decoration, provided that the 

totality and charaoter of the building are intact. 

II.A.4. Buildings, especially in contiguous order, 

that allow restoration and expansion in accordance 

with the height and depth specified in the 

current zoning plan and with tte public require

ments, provided that one of the conditions 

described in II.A.I., II.A.2., or II.A.3. are 

satisfied. 

.. 
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II.B.l. Buildings that are only partly in existence, 

or have undergone a number of changes, whose 

appearance can be totally renewed in terms of 

plan, material and architecture that can be 

subject to projects either on the basis of doeu-

ments suoh as photographs, sketch plans, etc., or 

according to their era and architectural style. 

Buildings of the IIIrd Group: 

I~I.A. Originally lInd uroup buildings that, due 

to being totally renewed with respect to environ

ment and ·gabari" and thus having lost the chance 

to be uniquely protecte-d; or due to a public need 

of removing the building, can be demolished and 

be subject to operations within the frames of the 

current zoning plan, but only after adequate 

photographs and sketch plans of the building 

vindicated to have archivistic value by the 

authorized bodies are submitted to this Committee 

and to the State archives. 

III.B. Buildings allowing the application of 

item III.A., provided that some of their valuable 

parts should be used as they are or with minor 

changes, in the construction of the new building. 

.. 
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APPENDIX - C 

Eski EserlerKanunu, No: 1710 25.4.197' 

Madde 1: Tarihden onceki devirlerle tarihi devir

lere ait olup, bilim,kUltUr, din veya gUzel sanatlarla 

ilgili bulunan, yer UstUnde, yeraltlnda veya su iQindeki 

~utun yapllara, ta~lnlr ve ta~lnmaz mallara ve aynl ni

telikteki her tUrlU belgeye eski eser denir. 

Bunlardan: 

Tarihi magaralar, kaya slglnaklarl, yazlll ve ka

bartmall kayalar, hoyUkler, tUmUlUsler, oren yerleri, ak

ropol ve nekropoller, surlar, kale ve burQlar, her tUrIn 

mimari anltlar, tiyatrolar, hipodromlar, stadyumlar, an

.fiteatrlar, agoralar, kUtUphaneler, her tUrlU resmi veya 

ozel yapllar, tarihi yol kallntllarl, koprUler, mesafe 

ta~larl, dikili ta~lar, sunaklar, tersaneler, rlht1mlar, 

su y~llarl, sa~nlQlar, kuyular, tarihi saraylar,- ko~ler, 

yalllar, camiler, mescitler, namazgahlar, her turlU hay

rat, Qe~me, sebil, imarethane, darphane, ~ifahane, muvak

kithane, simke~hane, medrese, tekke ve zaviyeler, mezar

llklar, tUrbeler, hazireler, lahitler, sandukalar,. stel

ler, kUmbetler, hanlar, hamamlar, sinagoglar, bazilikalar, 

kiliseler,manastlrlar ve benzerleriyle bunlarln birkaQln

dan meydana gelen bina topluluklarl, kUlliyeler, sitler, 

diger ta~lnmaz mallarla, ,bunlara ait parQalar, eski anlt 

ve duvar kallntllarl, ta~lnmaz halde daglnlk tugla ve sair 

yapl malzemesi artlklarl ta~lnmaz eski eserleri, 

Her Qe~it hayvan ve bitki fosilleri, tarihten 
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onceki devirlerden kalma insan iskeletleri, Qakmak ta~lar~ 

(sileks) , volkan camlar~ (obsidien) , kemik veya madeni 

her tUrlU aletler, Qini, seramik, benzeri kap ve kacaklar, 

heykeller, figUrinler, tabletler, kesici, koruyucu veya 

vurucu silahlar, putlar (ikon) , cam e~yalar, sUs e~ya

lar~ (hUlliyat) , yUzUk ta~lar~, kUp.ler, i~eler, ask~

lar, mihUrler, bilezik ve benzerleri, maskeler, taQlar 

(diademler) , deri, bez, papirUs, par~omen veya Maden 

Uzerine yaz~l~ veya tasvirli belgeler, tart~ araQlar~, 

sikkeler, damgal~ veya yaz~l~ levhalar, yazma veya tezhip

Ii kitaplar, minyatUrler, sanat de~erini haiz gravUr, 

ya~l~ veya sulu boya tablolar, muhallefat (relique'ler) , 

niQanlar, madalyalar, Qini, toprak, cam, a~aQ, kuma~ ve 

benzeri ta~~n~r e~yalar ve bunlar~n parQalar~ ta~~n~r 

eski eserleri te~kil ederler. 

Eski eserlerden: 

Onemli tarihi oiaylara sabne olan veya arkeoloji,' 

tarih, sanat bak~m~ndan bir onemi ve ozelli~i bulunan, 

korunmas~ ve de~erlendirilmesi gereken her tUrlU ta~~n

maz mimari eserlere ve 'ayn~ nitelikteki heykellere ANIT, 

Mimarileri, Uniteleri ve Qevrelere katkalar~ ba

klmlndan korunmalar~ ve de~erlendirilmeleri gerekli gorU

len, ayrl veya b~r arada olan yapl gruplar~na KtlLLlYE, 

Homojen olu~larl ve ozellikleri tarihi, estetik, 

artistik, bilimsel, ekolojik, etnografik, ebedi veya 

efsanevi onemleri bak~m~ndan korunmalarl ve de~erlendi

rilmeleri gereken, tabiat~n veya tabiatla insanlar~n 

mU~terek eseri olan topografik bolgelere sfT, 
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5nem1i tarihi olay1ar~ngeQti~i, bu sebep1e korun

mas~ gereken yer1ere TARiH! SiT, 

Antik bir y.rle~menin veya eski bir medeniyetin 

ka1~nt~lar~n~n bu1undu~ yer veya su a1t~nda bi1inen veya 

meydana Q~kar~lan yer1ere kliKEOLOJ!K SiT (Tarihi ~ehir ka

l~nt~s~) veya OREN YER!, 

. Korunmas~ gerekli tabiat gUzel1ik ve gariplikleriy

Ie tabii ve jeolojik olaylar~n oeydana getirdi~i gUzel go

rUnli~lere, as~rllk a~aQ ve ~oruluklara TAB!! SiT (Tabii 

an~t) denir, bunlarln tUmUyle de~erlendirilerek korunmaSl 

esastlr. 

Madde 5: Bu kanunun tarif ve kapsam~na giren eski 

eserleri, tarihi ve tabii anltlar~ bozmak ve de~i~tirmek, 

~ayr~mankul Eski Eserler Yliksek Kurulunun mUtalaas~na da

yanmak kayd~yla, Mil1i E~itim Bakanl~~~n~n izni olmadan 

onarmak va iQlerinde veya emniyet s~n~rlar~ dahilinde, 

in~aat, tesisat, sondaj ve kaz~ yapmak, kireQ ocag~ ve 

tu~la harmanl tesis etmek, hayvanclllkta, tar~mda veya 

herhangi bir i~te kullanmak, ~ikllmalarlna veya tahrip

lerinden meydana gelen ·maddeleri almak, bunlarl geQici 

veya devamll olarak herhangi bir maksatla iskan veya 

i~gal etmek, k~smen veya tarnamen tahrib etmek, tahriplerine 

sebep olabilebek hizmetlerde kullanmak, buralarda define 

aramak yasakt~r. 

Eski eserlerin, tarihi ve tabii an~tlar~n, ~ehir 

harabelerinin, tarihi alanlar~n, iskan edilmesi, kullanll

masl, onarllmas~, iQlerinde veya emniyet s~nlrlarl iQinde 

in~aat, tesisat, sondaj ve kaz~ yap~lmas~ ~ekil ve ~art1ar~ 



bu kanun hUkUmlerine ve hazl~Janacak yonetmeligine gore 

saptanlr. 

M~dde 7: Her kimin mUlkiyetinde veya idaresinde 

olursa olsun, eski eserlerin, tarihi ve tabii anltlarln 

korunmaslnl saglamak iQin gerekli tedbirleri almak veya 

aldlrtmak ve bunlarln her tUrlU kontrolunu yapmak Milli 

Egftim Bakanllglna aittir. 
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Milli Savunma Bakanllglnln idare ve kontrolunda 

bulunan eski eserlerin, tabii ve tarihi anltlarln korun

maslnda, Milli Egitim Bakanllgl ile birlikte hareket edi-

lire 

Vaklflar Genel MUdUrlUglinUn idaresinde bulunan 

vaklf eski eserlerin kullanllmaal ve onarlml Gayrlmenkul 

Eski Eserler ve Anltlar YUkaek Kurulunun kararl aIlndlk-

dan sonra Vaklflar Genel MUdUrlUgliace yaplllr. 

Madde 8: Ta~lnmaz eaki eaerler Milli Egitim Bakan

llglnlri,tllrizm alanlnda uzman ki~ilerin de iQinde bulun-' 

du~ uzman tespit kurullarl taraflndan ayrlllr ve tasnif 

ve Gayrl Menkul Eaki Bserler ve Anltlar YUksek Kurulu 
\ 

taraflndan onandlkdan sonra tapu kUtUglindeki beyanlar 

hanesine (eaki eserdir) kaydl yazllarak tescil ve ilan 

olunur. Bu aylrma ve taanif slraalnda resmi daire ve 

kurumlara tahsis edilmi~ ta~lnmaz eski eserler varsa, 

d4ire ve kurumun da gorU§U allnlr. 

Madde 12: Kamu tUzel ki§ilerinin mUlkiyetinde 

veya daimi intifalnda bulunan ta~lnmaz eaki eaerlerden 

kaleler~ ~ehir harabeleri ve her tUrlU tarihi harabelerde 

bunlara ait teferruat, tarihi va tabii anltlar ve bunlarln 



toplu olarak bulundugu alanlardan Bazine ad~na kay~tl~ 

bulunmayanlar~, karl}~l~~~nda bedel odenmeksizin Hazine 

ad~na tescil ve Milli E~itim Bakanl~~~n~n idaresine 

devredilirler. 9U kadar ki vak~f eserler ile belediye

lere ait olanlar bu hilkme tabii de~ildirler. 

Kale va surlar~, I}ehir harabeleri, tal}lnmaZ eski 

harabeler, ve bu mahiyette di~er tarihi tabii an~tlardan 
.-

k~s~.n veya tamamen tilzel ve ozel kil}ilere intikal etmil} 

veya imar va ihya hakk~ yoluyla kil}ilerin uhdesine ga~

mil} olanlar, de~er bedelleri ilzerinden kamula~t~r~lma 

veya de~i~tirme yoluyla devlete intikal ettirilirler. 

Bu kamula~t~rma ve, de~i~tirmelerde 0 arazinin Usttinde 

veya alt~nda bulunan ve bulunacak olan eski eserlerin 

aski eser de~erleri hesaba kat~lmaz. 
-
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Bunlardan kayna~~ vak~f olan ve Qe~itli sebeplerle 

k~smen veya tamamen tuzel ve ozel ki~ilerin eline geQmi~ 

"Cbuluna.n taf}~nmaz eski eaerlerle tarihi ve tabii an~tlar~n 

kamula~t~r~lmalar~, ilgisi dolay~siyle Vak~flar Genel MU

dUrlU~nce yap~l~r. Belediye s~n~rlar~ dahilinde bulunan 

eski eserlerin tarihi've tabii an~tlar~n imar kanunu ge

re~ince tesbit edilecek koruma s~nlrlarl dahilindeki 

taf}~nmaz mallarln, de~er bedelleri Uzerinden belediyeler 

taraflndan .amulaf}t~rmalarda bu sahalar Qevresindeki 

eski eserlerin meydana Q~kar~lmas~ndan do~acak de~er 

farklar~ hesaba kat~lmaz. 

Madde 13: Mtilkiyeti Hazine'ye ait bulunan veya 

vak~f olan eski eserlerden kullanllmaSl kamu ttizel kil}i

lerine veya derneklere blrak~lanlarln baklm, onar~m ve 
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reatoraayon ifilleri i<;in yapllacak harcamalara, bu eaer

leri kullananlar da kat1l1rlar. Bu harcamalara ait eaaa

lar, vaklf eserler hakklnda Vaklflar Genel MUdUrlUglince, 

digerlerinde ise Mi11i Egitim Bakan11g1nca teapit olunur. 

Eaki eser1erin bu1undugu <;evre1erdeki filehir p1an

.lar1n1n tanziminde Mil1i Egitim Bakau11g1n1n gorUfilU a11-

n1r, ve bun1ar1n i1gi1i bqkan11kca onanmaa1 slras1nda 

bu gorUfil deger1endiri1ir. 

Daha once tanzim ve tasdik edilmifil imar ~lan1ar1n1n, 

eski eser1er, tarihi ve tabii an1tlar bak1m1ndan degifilti

rilmesi gerek1i gorU1dUgli ve bu hususta Gayr1menkul Eski 

Eserlr ve An1t1ar YUkaek Kurulunun kararl al1nd1g1 tak

dirde Mi1li Egitim Bakanl1g1 gerekli degifilik1ik tek1ifin

da bulunabi1ir. 

Madda 15: Ta~lnmaz eaki eserlerin bu kanunun ya

y1mlndan onceki Malik ve zilyedleri bu eaerlerin-bak1m 

ve onar1mlar1nl. bu kanuna Milli Egitim Bakanl1g1n1n 

bak1S ve onar1m hususunda verecegi talimata uygun olarak 

yerine getirdik1eri sUrece bu kanunun eski eser zilyed va 

malikleri i<;in tanl.dlg1 muafiyet ve hak1ardan faydalanlr-

1ar. Bu eser1er tizerindeki mU1kiyet ve zilyed1ik hak1arl

nln tabii icabl. olarak ve bd kanun hUkUm1erine aykl.rl bu-

1unmayan bUtUn yetk;i1erini kul1an,abilir1er. Bakl.m va ona

r1ihlarln1 i1gilendiren a,orumlu1uklarlnl yerine getirmekte 

aczi sabit olan malik1erlezilyedlerin mU1kleri (vaklf eser-

1e'r hari<;) uaulUne gore kamula§ltlr1.1lrlar. Mi11i Egitim 

Bakan11g1, Turizm ve Tanltma Bakanll~l., Vakl.flar Gene1 

MUdUrlU~, oze1 idare1er ve belediyeler lUzum gordUgu 



ahvalde bu gibi ta~lnmaZ eski eserlerl. tarihi va tabii 

anltlarln korunmaj baklm ve onarlmlarlna kendi teknik 

eleman ve 6dene~iyle ya~dlmda bulunabllir. 

Yapl1acak bu yardlmln hangi ~art1arda faizslz 

veya az falzli uzun veya klsa vadell borQ ~eklinde ola

ca~l Bakan1ar Kurulu kararlyla tesplt olullur. 
,. 

Madde 19: Eski eser1erln ve anltlarln baklm, 
.-

onarlm ve restorasyon i~leri 1050 saYl11 Muhasebe-i 

Umumiye ve 2490 sayl11 Arttlrma ve Ekslltme va thale 

Kanunlarly1a bu kanunlarln ek va de~l~lkliklerine 

ba~ll ka1makslzln ehliyeti tespit edilenlere yaptlrl

labilir. 
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Eski eserlerin ve anltlarln baklm, onarlm ve 

restorasyon l~lerinde kullanllmak ~artlyla Milli E~i

tim Bakanll~l veya Vaklflar Genel MUdUrlUgllnce hariQ

ten getirilmasi gereken her tUrlU makina·, teknik mal

zeme alat va edevat bicUmla gUmrUk resim ve harQlarlndari 

muaftlr. 

Law of Antiquities, No: 1710, 1973 

Article 1: All buildings movable and immovable 

objects on or underground or underwater, concerning 

science, culture, religion or fine arts that have 

remained from historic or prehistoric ages, and all 

kinds of documents with the same qualities are called 

antiquities. 

Among these: 



Historical caves, rock shelters~ rocks with writings or 

reliefs on them, mounds! ruins, acropolis, necropolis, 

III 

.. city walls, castle and towers, all kinds of architectural 

monuments, theatres, hypodromes, stadioms, amphitheatres, 

agoras, libraries, all kinds of official or private buil

dings, remnants of historical roads, bridges, mile stones, 

o~elisks, altars, docks, seashores, water channels, cisterns, 

wells, historical palaces, kiosks, summer palaces, mosques, 

mescids, all sorts of pious foundations, fountain, sebil, 

imarets, hospitals, clockroom, silverwire shops, medreses, 

zaviyes, graveyards, tombs, sarcophagus, steele, khans, 

baths, synagogues, basilicas, churches,monasteries,etc., 

and collection of buildings composed of cited buildings, 

co~plexes, sites, other immovable goods, and pieces belon

ging to them, remnants of monuments and walls, remnants of 

soattered brioks, and similar oonstruction material make 

up immovable antiquities, 

all sorts of animal and plant fossils, human skele

tons of prehistorio ages, flintstone, obsidien, all sorts 

of equipment made up of bone or metal, tile ceramio, o~ 

similar pottery, stai~es~f'igurines, tablets, cutting or 

defensive or shooting arms, ioons, glass objeots, ornamental 

goods, preoious stone for rugs, earings, broches, seals, 

bracelets, and the like, masks,crowns, documents written 

or illustrated on leather, oloth, papyrus, parchment, or 

metals, weighing tools, ooins, framed insoriptions, or 

illuminated books, miniatures, aesthetioally valuable 

gravures, oil or water co"lor paintings, relios, medals, 



movable objects made of tile, soil, glass, wood, cloth, 

etc., and their pieces make up movable antiquities. 

Among the antiquities: 

all sorts of immovable architectural products that 

have been the stage for significant historical even's or 

t~at have some significance and peculiarity in terms of 

arch4eologYt history, or art, and that are supposed to be 

protected and evaluated and sculptures with the same 

qualities are called MONUMENT, 

separate or 3atherea groups of buildings that are 

supposea to be protected and appreciated due to their 

architecture, contributions to the environment are called 

COMPLEX, 
-

Topographic areas that are either products of 

nature or co~~n products of nature and human beings, 

which should be preserved and evaluated due to their 

homogeneity, and characteristics, and their historioal 

aesthetical, artistic, scientific, ecological, ethnog-

raphio'al, eternal or mythological significance are 

called SITE, 

Areas that have been the stage for important 

historical events, and that are therefore supposed to 

be preserved are called HISTORICAL SITE, 

Areas that are known to be or discovered under-

ground or underwater, which have the remnants of an 

antique residence or an ancient civilization are called 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE or "OREN YER1-
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Natural beauties and_peculiarities and the beauti-

.. 



ful scenes produced by natural or geological events, 

aged trees and woods that need to be preserved are 

called NATURAL SITE, these are essentially to be eva

luated and preserved as a whole. 
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Article 5: It is prohibited to distart or change 

the antiquities and historical and natural monuments 

t'hat are included by the definition and comprehension 
.-

of this oode, to repair, to carry out construction, 

installation, drilling and exoavation, to establish 

lime~ stone quarries and briok mills in them or within 

their security boundaries, to make use of them for the 

purposes of herding, agriculture and the like, to inhabit 

or occupy them temporarily oroontinuously for any purpose, 

~o damage part or whole of them, to employ them in ser

vioes that may oause damage to them, to search for 

treasure in these areas without the permission of the 

Ministry of Education if the immovable is subject to the 

statement of the High Committee of Antiquities • 

The formal ways and conditions for inhabiting, 

using, repairing the antiquities, historical and natural 

monuments~ and historical areas, carrying out construction, 

installation, drilling and excavation in them or within 

their security boundaries are fixed by regulation that 

is to be formed according to this code and its provisions. 

Article 7: Regardless o~ who holds the possession 

and management, Ministry of Education is responsible for 

taking or imposing the necessary measures for providing 

and maintenance of anti'luities and historical and natural 

.. 
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monuments and exercising all kinds of control upon these •• 

In the protection of antiquities, and of the natural and 

historical monuments under the management and control of 

the Ministry of National Defence, action is taken in 

cooperation with the Ministry of Education. 

The employment and repair of the wakf antiquities 

administered by the General Directorate of Wakfs are 

tarried out by the General Directorate of Wakfs, con

tingently upon the statement of tne High Committee of 

Antiquities. 

Article 8: The immovable antiquities are selected 

by specialized identification committees including the 

Ministry of Educatio~ and experts in the domain of 

. tourism; and the classification is registered and pro

claimed with the remark "it is an antiquity" written in 

the box of reports in the written surv~y of the province, 

after the classification is affirmed by the High Committee 

of Antiquities. If immovable antiquities allocated to 

state offices and official institutions are involved in 

the course of this selection and classification, the 

opinion of the relevant office or institution is asked. 

Article 12: Castles, city ruins, and all sorts of 

historical ruins and the details belonging to them, his

torical and cultural monuments and the fields where these 

are found altogether and which are not registered in the 

name of Treasury are registered in the name of Treasury, 

and transferred to the management of the Ministry of Edu

cation. Only the wakf monuments and those belonging to 
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the municipalities are not subject to this provision. 

Castles and their walls, city ruins, immovable ancient 

ruins and other historical and natural monuments with 

these characteristics transferred to legal or private 

persons partly or as a whole, or appropriated by persons 

through privileges of construction or revival, are trans

ferred to the state b1 means of nationalizing with their 

value prices, or by means of exchange. The antiquity 

values ~, of the antiquities found or that are going to be 

found on or under the groun. are not considered in these 

nationalisations and exchanges. 

The nationalization of thr immovable antiquities 

and the historical and natural monuments that nave been 

appropriated partly or as a whole, _7 legal or private 

persons for some reason or other, while originally belon

ging to wakfs is carried put by the Genetal Directorate 

of Wakfs due to its involvement. In the nationalisation 

with the ~alue prices by the municipalities, of the an

tiquities, historical and natural monuments, and the 

immovables within the -boundaries of protection that is 

to be determined in aooordance with Law of Zoning and 

Construction, the value differences that are going to 

emerge due to the discovery of autiquities around these 

territories are not conSidered. 

Article 1': In the' maintenance, repair, and resto

ration expenditures of the antiquities which are wakfs, 

or possessed by Treasury, but which are used by public 

legal persons or associations, those who use these an-



tiquities also have a oontribution. The principles of 

these expenditures are fixed by the General Directorate 

of Wakfs for the wakf antiquities, and by the Ministry 

of Eduoation for others. 
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In the design of city plans involving the environ

ments with antiquities, the opinion of the Ministry of 
.; 

Eduoation is asked, and t~is opinion is oonsidered in 

the affirmation of oity plans by the relevant ministry. 

The Ministry of Edueation oan put forward neoessary 

proposals of modifications if the formerly prepared 

and affirmed zoning plans are deemed to be in need of 

being modified with respect to antiquities, and histo-

rioal and natural monuments, and if there is a relevant 

deoision of the High Committee of Antiquities • 

. Artiole 15: The owners ,of immovable antiquities 

prior to the enactment of this laww benefit from the 

exemptions and rights provided by this law- to the 

owners of antiquities, as far as they perform the 

maintenance and repair of these antiquities aocording 

to this law and aocording to the directives and instruc

tions of the Ministry of Education about ~intenance 

and repair. They can exeroise all their rights whioh 

are natural oonsequenoes of their rights of ownership 

and whioh are not oontradiotory to this law. The pro

pertiea of these owners whose failure in performing the 

duties of maintenanoe and repair is observed are natio

nalized (exoept for the wakf antiquities) acoording to 

the formal procedures. The Ministry of Eduoation, Minis-
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try of Tourism and the General Direotorate of Wakfs and 

municipalities can contribute to the maintenance, proteo

tion and repair of such immovable antiquities, and histo

rical and natural ~onuments by means of their own techni

cians and allowances, whenever they deem it necessary to 

do so. The conditions under which this contribution will 

take the forms of loans without interest or with minor 

interest rates, with short or long terms, are determined 

by a deoision of the Council of Ministers. 

Artiole 19: The task of maintenance, repair,and 

restoration of antiquities and monuments can be assigned 

to those who are observed to be qualified, without neces

sar~ly appealing to the Laws of General Accountancy 

(No: 1050) and Auction· and Tender (No: 2490), and the 

appendioes and modified sections of these laws. 

All sorts of machinery, teohnical eqUipment, 

tools and materials that are to be imported by the Ministry 

of Education or the General Direotorate of W~kfs are free 

of all sorts of customs and duties, provided they are 

going to be employed in the maintenance, repair and 

restoration of antiquities and monuments. 



APPENDI X - ~D 

KUltUr ve Tabiat Varllklarlnl Koruma Kanunu, 

No: 286' 21.7.198' 
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Madde 1: Bn kanunun amacl~ korunmasl gerekli ta

~lnlr ve ta~lnmaz kUltUr ve tabiat varllklarl ile ilgili 
; 

t'anlmlarl belirlemek, yapllacak i~lem ve faaliyetleri 

dUzenlemek, bu konuda gerekli ilke ve uygulama kararla-
-

rlnl alacak te~kilatln kurulu~ ve gorevlerini tesbit et-

mektir. 

Madde ,: Bn kanunda geGen tanlmlar ve klsaltma

lar liIunlardlr: 

a) Tanlmlar: 

1) "Kliltlir varllklarl", tarih oncesi ve tarihi 

devirlere ait bilim, kUltlir, din ve gUzel sanatlarla 

ilgili bulunan yer UstUnde, yer altlnda veya su altlnda

ki bUtUn ta~lnlr va ta~lnmaz varllklardlr. 

2) "Tabiat varllklarl", jeolojik devirlerle, ta

rih oncesi ve tariht devirlere ait olup ender bulunmalarl 

veya ozelliklerive gtizellikleri baklmlndan baklmlndan 

korunmasl gerekli, yer UstUnde, yer altlnda veya su al

tlnda bulunan de~erlerdir. 

3) "Sit", tarih oncesinden gUnUmUze kadar gelen 

Ge~itli medeniyetlerin UrUnU olup, ya~adlklarl devirle

rin sosyal,ekonomik, mimari ve benzeri ozelliklerini 

yansltan kent ve kent kallntllarl, onemli tarihi hadise

l~rin cereyan etti~i yerler ve tespiti yapllml~ tabiat 

ozellikleri ile korunmasl gerekli alanlardlr. 
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4) "Koruma" ve "Korunma", tali\J.nmaz kti1ttir va ta

biat var1J.k1arJ.nda muhafaza, baklrn, onarJ.m ve restoras

yon, fonksyon de~i~tirme ili\lemleri, ta~lnlr ktilttir var

llklarlnda ise muhafaza, baklm, onarlm ve restorasyon 

i~laridir. 

5) "Korunma alanJ.", ta~lnmaz kUltUr ve tabiat 

varllklarlnJ.n muhafazalarl veya tarihi Qevre iQinde 

korunmalarlnda etkinlik ta~J.yan korunmasJ. sorunlu olan 

alanlardlr. 

6) "De~erlendirme", kUltUr ve tabiat varlJ.klarlnln 

te~hiri, tanzimi ve bilimsel yentemlerle tanltllmasldlr. 

b) Klsaltmalar: 

1) "YUksek Kurul", nTa~lnmaz KUltUr ve Tabiat .... ' ~ 

VarllklarJ. YUksek Kurulu"nu, 

2) "BeIge Kurulu", "Ta~lnmaz Ktilttir ve Tabiat 

Varllklarl BeIge Kurulu"nu, 

ifade eder. 

Madde 6: KorunmasJ. gerekli ta~lnmaz ktilttir ve 

tabiat varlJ.klarl ~unlardlr: 

a) KorunmasJ. ge.rekli tabiat varlJ.klarJ. ile 19 uneu 

yUzyll sonuna kadar yapllmJ.~ ta~J.nmazlar, 

b) Belirlenen tarihten sonra yapllml~ olup enem 

ve ezellikleri bakJ.mJ.ndan Ktilttir ve Turizm BakanlJ.glnca 

korunmalarlnda gerek gerUlen ta~lnmazlar, 

c) Sit alanJ. iQin'de bulunan ta~lnmaz ktlltUr va:r-

d) Milli tarihimizdeki enemleri sebebiyle zaman 

kavramJ. ve teseil sez konusu olmaksJ.zln Milli MUcadele ve 

• 
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Ttirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulu~unda btiyUk tarihi olaylara 

sahne olmu!? binalar ve tespit edilecek alanlar ile Musta

fa Kemal ATATURK taraf~ndan kullan~lml~ 'e.ler. 

Ancak, Ytiksek Kurulca mimari, tarihi, estetik, 

arkeolojik ve diger onem ve ozellikleri baklmlndan korun

maSl gerekli bulunmadlg~ karar altlna allnan ta~lnmazlar, 
; 

korunmasl gerekli ta~lnmaz __ kUltUr varllg~ say~lma$lar. 

Kaya mezarllklarl, yazlll, resimli ve kabartmall 

kayalar, resimli magaralar, hOyUkler, ttimUIUsler, oren 

yerleri, akropol ve nekropoller,kale, hisar, burQ, sur, 

tarihi kl!?la, tabya ve istihkamlar ile bunlarda bulunan 

sabit silahlar, harabeler, kervansaraylar, han, hamam, 

ve medreseler, kUmbet, tUrbe ve kitabeleri, koprUler, 

su kemerleri,su yollarl, sarnlQ ve kuyularl, tarihi yol 

kallntllarl, mesafe ta~larl, eski slnlrlarl belirten 

delikli ta!?lar, dikili ta~lar, sunaklar, tersane~er, 

rlhtlmlar, tarihi saraylar, ko~kler, evler, yalllar ve 

konaklar, camiler, mescitler, musallalar,namazgahlar, Qe~me 

ve sebiller, imarethane, darphane, !?ifahane, muvakkithane, 

aimke!?hane, tekke ve zaviyeler, mezarllklar, hazireler, 

arastalar, bedestenler, kapall Qar~llar, sandukalar, 

siteller, sinagoglar, bazilikalar, kiliseler, manastlrlar, 

kUlliyeler, eski anlt ve duvar kallntllar~, freakIer, 

kabartmalar, mozaikler ve benzeri ta!?lnmazlar, ta~lnmaz 

kUltUr varllgl orneklerindendir. 

Tarihi magaralar, kaya slglnaklar, ozellik gosteren 

agaQ ve agaQ topluluklarl ile benze~leri, ta~~nmaz tabiat 

varllgl orneklerindendir. 

.. 



Madde 7 : KorunmaSl gerek1i ta~lnmaz kUltUr ve 

tabiat varllklarlnln tesbiti, KUltUr ve Turizm Bakan

ll~lnoa yaplll~. KU1tUr ve Turizm Bakanll~l bu tesbiti 

kendi uzmanlarlyle yapabi1eoe~i gibi, varllklarlll ni

teliklerine gore dtger ilgili kurum ve kurulu~larln 

uzmanlarlnln yardlmlarlndan faydalanarak da yapabilir. 

Yap11aoak tespitlerde, kUltUr ve tabiat varllk-.-
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larlnln tarihsel, sanatsal, bolgesel ve diger ozellik

leri dikkate allnlr. Devletin imkanlarl goz onUnde tu

tularak, ornek durumda olan ve ait oldugu devrin ozel

liklerini yansltan yeteri kadar eser, korunmasl gerekli 

kUltUr varllgl olarak belirlenir. Tespit ve tesoille il

gili usuller, esaslar ve klstaslar yonetmelikte gosteri-
. 
lire KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanll~lnca yapllan tespitler, 

YUksek Kurul kararlyla tesoil olunur. 

Tesoil kararl, adresleri bilinen maliklere KU1-

tUr ve Turizm Bakallll~lnoa teblig ve Resmi Gazete ile 

ilan olunur. Malikleri bilinmeyen veya mahiyetleri ica

b~ mUlkiyete konu olmayan ta~lnmazlarln tesoil kararl, 

sadeoe ilan yoluyla duyurulur. 

Tesciller mahallin mUlki idare amirligince mutat 

vasltalarla en geQ UQ gUn iQinde ilan edilir; ilana dair 

tutanak, KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllglnln en yakln temsiloi

sine teslim edilir. Bu i~lemler tamamlandlkdan sonra, 

maha~li mUlki amirin bildirisi Uzerine, tapu kUtUgunUn 

beyanlar hanesine, korunmasl gerekli kUltUr veya tabiat 

varllgl oldu~ hususunda kaylt konur. 

Madde 12: Ozel hukuka tabi gerQek ve tUzel ki~i-



1erin mUlkiyetinde bulunan korUnmaSl gerekli kU1tUr ve 

tabiat Varllklarlnlnj korUnmaSl, baklm ve Onarlml iQin 

KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllglnca ayni, nakdi ve teknik 

yardlm yapl11r ve kred1 ver1lir. 

Bu amaQla, b1r devlet bankaSlnda aQllaoak ozel 

b1r hesapta ve KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllgl emrinde 
; 
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f~orUnmaSl Qerekli ~a~lnm~Z iUltUr Varllklarlnln Onarlmlna 

Katkl Fonu" kurulur. Bu fonun ita amiri KUltUr ve Turizm 

Bakanldlr. 

Bu fonun gelirleri, her yll devlet bUtQesinden 

ayrllaoak odenekler ile bu fondan verilecek kredilerin 

faizlerinden olu~ur. 

KUltUr ve Turizm Bakanllglnoa yapllaoak ayni, nakdi 

ve teknik yardlmlar, fondan yapllaoak haroamalar ve veri

lecek kredilerle ilg1li usul ve esaslar yonetmelik1e be

lirlenir. 

Madde 15: Ta~lnmaz kUltUr varliklarl ve, buularln 

xorunma alaularl, a~aglda bel1rleaen esaslara gore kamu

la~tlrlllr: 

a) Klsmen veya 'tamamea gerQek ve tUzel ki~il.rin 

mfilkiyetine geQm1~ olan korunmasl gerekli ta~lnmaz kUl

tUr va tabiat varllklarl ile korunma alanlarl KUltu~ ve 

Turizm Bakanllglnca hazlrlanaoak progra~ara uygun olarak 

kamula~tlrlllr. Bu maksat iQin, KUltUr ve Turizm Bakaullgl 

batQesine yeterli odenek' konur. 

b) Men~ei vaklf olup da Qe~itli sebeplerle klsmen 

veya tamamen gerQek VB tUzel ki~ilerin mUlkiyetine geQen 

korunmasl gerekli ta~lnmaz kUltUr ve tabiat varllklarl ve 
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bun1arln korunma a1an1arlnln kamu1a~tlrl1ma1arl, Vaklf1ar 

Genel MUdUrlUgunce yaplllr. Bu maksat iQin Vaklf1ar Ge

nelMUdUrlUgu bUtQesine yeteri kadar odenek konur. 

c) Korunmasl gerekli ta~2nmaz kUltUr ve tabiai; 

var1lk1arlnln korunma alanlarl, imar planlnda yola, oto

parka, yeliSil sahaya rastllyorsa bunlarlnbelediye1ercej 
.; 

sair kamu aurum ve kurulu§~arlnln baklm ve Onarlml ile 

gorevli olduklarl veya ku1landlklarl bu gibi kUltUr var

llklarlnln korunma alanlarlnla ise, bu kurum ve murululiS

laroa kamula~tlrllmasl esas~lr. 

d) Kamu1a~tlrmalarda bedel takdirinde, ta~lnmaz 

kUltUr var1lklarlnln eaki1ik, enderlik ve sanat de~eri 

dikkate allnmaz. 

e) Kamula~tlrma i~lemleri, bu kanun hUkUmleriyle, 

6830 saylll tstimlak Kanunu'nun bu !anuna ayklrl olmayan 

hUkUmlerine gore yaplllr. 

Law of Proteotion of Cultural and Natural 

Entities, Nt: 2863, 198' 

Article 1: The 'objectives of this law are the 

determination of the definitions conoerning the movable 

and immovable oultural and natural entities in need of 

proteotion, the regulation of the procedures and activi

ties, and the specification of the formation and duties 

of the organisation that is to make the decisions concer

ning the relevant principles and applications. 

Article ,= The following definitions and abbrevia-



tions have been employe. in this law: 

a) Definitions: 

1) "Cultural entities" are all movable and immo

vable entities over or under the ground or underwater, 

that have remained from prehistorio or historical ages, 
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and that oonoern sCienoe, ou1ture, ~e1igion, and fine arts. 

; 2) "Natural entities" are those values over or 

under the ground or underwater, that belong to the pre

historical and historioal , and that are supposed to be 

preserved due to their rarity, beauty, or peouliarit1es. 

3) "Site" refers to oities and city ruins that are 

product~ of various oivilizations from prehistoria till 

today, and that refleot the sooial, eoonomic, arohitectu

ral, etc., oharaoteristios of their ages, areas that have 

been the stage for important historioal events, and areas 

that are supposed to be preserved with their identified 

natural charaoteristios. 

4) "Preservation" is the procedure of proteotton 

maintenance, repair, restoration, and transformation of 

function as to the immovable oultural and natural entities; 

and task of protection,maintenance, repair and restoration 

as to the movable cultural entities. 

5) "Preservation area" is the area that is neces

sarily to be protecte4, and that is important for the 

preservation of immovable, cultural and natural entities 

or their preservation within their historical surroundings. 

6) "Evaluation" is Ule exhibition, arrangement and 

presentation, with scientific methods, of cultural and 

.. 
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natural entities. 

b) Abbreviations 

1) "The High Committee" denotes "The High Committee 

of Immovable Cultural and Natural Entities", 

2) "Local Committee" denoteS."The Local Committee 

of Immovable Cultural and Natural Entities fl • 

Article 6: These are the immovable cultural and 

natural entities that are supposed to be preserved: 

a) The natural entities that are supposed to be 

preserved and the immovables that had been built until the 

end of the 19th century, 

b) the immovables that were built after the cited 

date, but that are considered by the Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism, to be supposed to be protected due to their. 

significance and characteristics, 

c) Immovable cultural entities within SITE areas, 

d) Buildings that have been the stage for great 

historical e'"Ients during the National Struggle and the 

establishment of the RepubliG ~f Turkey, the areas that 

are to be determined, and the houses inhabited by Mustafa 

Kemal J.!«A J. <, regardless of any considerations of period 

and registration. 

On the other hand, immovables about which the 

High Committee makes the statement that they need not be 

protected due to their architectural, historical, aesthe

tical, archaeological, etc. significance and properties 

are not considered immovable cultural entities that are 

supposed to be protected. 
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Rock cut tombs, rocks with writings, pictures, 

and reliefs on them, caves with drawings in them, mouuds, 

acropolis, necropolis, castles, fortresses, tower~, 

city walls, historical barracks, bastions and the stati

onary arms in them, ruins, caravanserais, khans,public 

baths, medreses, tombs, bridges, aqueducts, cisterns, 

and wells, remains of historical roads, milestones, 

obelisks, altars, dockyards, historical palaces, kiosks, 

houses, summer palaces, mosques, mescids, namazgah.! , 

fountains, sebils, imarets, hospitals, clockrooms~ 

silverwire shops, zaviyes, cemeteries, hazire , arasta, 

bedesten, covered bazaars, stelees, synagogues, basilicas, 

churches, monasteries,complexes, remnants of ancient 

monuments and walls, frescos, reliefs, mosaios and simi

lar immovables, are examples of immovable DultttraL entities. 

Historical caves, trees having peo~liarities, etc. 

are examples of immovable natural entities. 

Article' 7: The immovable oultural and natural 

entities that are supposed to be protected are identified 

by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism can make this identification with its own 

speoialists or can benefit from the contributions of spe

cialists from other institutions and foundations according 

to the properties of the entities. 

In the ident fic~tions, the historical, artistic, 

looal, and other characteristics are taken into account. 

Considering the resources of the state, a sufficient number 

of antiquities that have the qualities of specimens and 



127 

that reflect the features of the age they belong to, are 

specified as cultural entities that are supposed to be 

protected. The ways, principles, and criteria of identifi-

cation and registration are indicated in a regulation. 
• 

The identifications made by the Ministry if Culture and 

Tourism are registered by the decision of the High Committee. 

The statement of registration is notified to the 

owners with known addresses by the Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism, and proclaimed in the Official Gazette. The 

statements of registration about immovables without owners 

of known addresses, or thoae that are by their nature no 

subject to ownership are only proclaimed. 

The registrations are proclaimed within three days 

with the usual media by the civil administration of the 

locality; the minutes of the proclamation is delivered to 

the closest representative of the Ministr.y of Culture and 

-Tourism. 

After these procedures are completed, a remark is 

made in the reports box of the written survey of the pro

vince about the cultural and natural entity that is suppo

sedto be preserved, following the statement of the local 

civil administrator. 

Artiole 12: Contributions are made in kind, in 

cash, and in technical terms, and credits are given 

by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism for the protection 

maintenance and repair of the cultural and natural 

entities that are supposed to be protected. For this 

purpose, in.a special aocount that will be opened in a 



128 

publio bank, and subject to the- order ot the Ministry 

of Culture and Tourism, "Fund for Contribution to the 

Preservation of Immovable Cultural and Natural Entities" 

is established. The Minister of Culture and Tourism is 

responsible of this fund. 

The income of this fund consists of the annual 

allowances from the state budget and the interests of 

the credits givea by this fund. 

The conditions a\iout thB;:jlontriout:tons 1lf-_·the 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism in cash, in kind, and in 

technical terms, and about the expenditures of the fund 

and the credit to be given are determined by a regula

tion. 

Article 15: Immovable cultural entities and their 

preservation areas are nationalized according to the 

following principles: 

a) The lmmovable cultural and natural entities 

that are supposed to be protected, that nave been approp

riated by real or legal persons totally o~partially and 

their preservation areas are nationalized within the 

frames ot of programs thai: are going to be formed by 

the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Sufficient allowanee 

is eudowed in the Ministry of Culture a.nd Tourism budget 

for this purpose. 

b) The immovable cultural and natural entities 

originally belonging to wakfs, that have been appropria

ted by real or legal persons for various reasons, and 

their preservation areas are nationalized.by the General 

.. 



129 

Directorate of Wakfs budget for this purpose. 

c) If the preservation areas of immovable cultural 

and national entities intersect with roads, autoparks, 

green fields.in the zoning plan,then these are in prin

ciple nationalized by municipalities; pr~servation areas 

of such oultural entities used by other public institutions 

and establishments, or the maintenanoe and repair of 

• 

which are undertaken by public institutions and establish

ments, are nationalized by these institutions and establish-

ments. 

d) In the appreciation of nationalisation prices, 

the antiquity, rarity and aesthetioal value of the immo

vable cultural entities are not taken into account. 

, . 
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