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ABSTRACT

The population of leftist activists in Turkey inetlsecond half of the twentieth century
has long been an under-researched community. Mamghars of this diverse group of
people fled the country after periods of post-railt coup clampdowns, with a large
percentage settling as refugees in various Europeantries. Within this community
not only is there ideological variance under thealdr heading of “leftism” but also
significant ethnic and socio-economic differencHsis research attempts to understand
how leftist ideology has played a role in the fotima of collective identity, focusing in
particular on the comparison of Turkish and Kurdisémbers of the refugee community
in Switzerland. By utilizing the findings of in-dépinterviews | conducted, this thesis
addresses the following research question: Whahdoof collective identity emerge
from the Turkish and Kurdish refugee experienc&witzerland and in what ways can
leftist ideology be viewed as the basis for a diaspidentity?l have chosen to examine
two research sites of the refugee community: fitee legal process and second,
changing forms of political activism. Using thedings from these sites, | argue that a
specifically leftist collective identity has shapthe refugee experience and that political
ideology has played a key role in the formation difisporic identity over more

commonly examined sources such as national, relsgior ethnic background.

Key Words: diaspora, transnationalism, refugee canities, leftist ideology, political

activism, collective identity, legal process
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OZET

Tarkiye'deki solcu aktivistler ve bu grubun kimli#egisimi akademik literatiirde ¢ok
arastinilmis bir konu dgildir. Bu toplumun bircok Uyesi askeri darbelerdeanra
ulkeden kacmive ¢gunlukla degisik Avrupa ulkelerine multeci olarak yesislerdir.
Bu toplumun icinde, genel ‘solculuk’ adi altindedsce ideolojik farkhliklar dgl, ayni
zamanda etnik ve sosyoekonomik farkliliklar da buobaktadir. Bu agairma, sol
ideolojinin kolektif kimlik olusturmada nasil rol oynagini, isvicre’deki Tirk ve Kurt
milteci cemiyet Uyelerinin  keatastirmasini  yaparak anlamaylr amaclginni
Derinlemesine yapilagorismelerden cikan sonuclari kullanarak, bu tez ikstamraa
sorusunu ele almaktadiisvigre’deki Tirk ve Kirt multeci deneyimlerindentaya
ctkan kolektif kimlik hangi formlarda olgmustur? Hangi bicimlerde sol ideoloji
diasporik kimlgin temeli olarak gorulebilir? Bu miulteci toplumunki arastirma
alaninda incelemeyi sectim: ilki yasal sureclerikiacisi de dgisen siyasi aktivizm
boyutlari. Bu alanlari incelemek, ulusal memleketgéc edilen tlkedeki transnasyonal
anlayslarin nasil dgistigini ve ayni zamanda ulusal, dinsel ve etnik gggyiti siklikla
incelenen boyutlar yerine, siyasi ideolojinin diask kimlik olusumundaki rolinu
anlamay! mumkadn kilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: diaspora, transnasyonalism,tetillcemiyetleri, sol ideoloji, siyasi

aktivizm, kolektif kimlik, yasal strecler
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INTRODUCTION

RESEARCH QUESTIONS, STUDY RATIONALE, AND

METHODOLOGY

For decades Western Europe has been a key destifat all types of emigrants from
Turkey. These groups of people reflect differemismns for leaving, varying migratory
paths, and divergent resettlement experiences. Méarlge political refugees living in
Western Europe fled during a context of politicastability and state repression in
Turkey. In fact, estimates indicate that theretanedreds of thousands of refugees from
Turkey living in Western Europe today (UNHCR, 200byvo time periods in particular
have produced a large number of outgoing refugiestime after the September 12,
1980 military coup and the war between Kurdish esss and the Turkish army in
southeastern Turkey in the 1980s and 1990s. A langgber of the refugees of this post-
1980 coup era, both Turkish and Kurdish, come frathin the leftist movement of the
1970s and 1980s. Though their numbers are smdibar the economic immigrant
population in most countries, they can be chare&tdran active and vibrant refugee
community. The experiences of such Turks and Kwiadg fled after the 1980 coup and

settled in Switzerland constitute the focus of thissis.

As part of the fieldwork for this research, | conthd interviews with members of this

community, all of whom gained refugee status int3svland in the post-1980 period.

1
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The 1951 Geneva Convention Relating to the Statu®etugees and subsequent 1967
Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees definefugee as:
a person who is outside his or her couotnyationality or habitual residence; has a
well-founded fear of persecution becauski®br her race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social groupalitical opinion; and is unable or
unwilling to avail himself or herself ofélprotection of that country, or to return
there, for fear of persecution”. (UNHCRQZ(
The 1951 convention is the basis for refugee pdiog law in Switzerland and all other
Western European countries. For the purposes eftltigsis, the term “refugee” will
refer mainly to the social and political dimensiaigpeople who have undergone ekile
rather than the strictly legal dimensions of thedust. As a further point of clarification,
“asylum-seekers” are individuals who apply for e status outside of their home
country. When such an application is accepted, they the legal status of refugee.
Unless otherwise stated, this thesis will use #rens “asylum-seeker” and “refugee”

interchangeably. While many of the participantghis research have refugee status, a

few are waiting on their application, and still etk are naturalized citizens.

Missing in the academic literature is research thts population of leftist activists that
scattered to the various countries of Western Eurdmough not a member of the
European Union, Switzerland has long been a destm#or refugees fleeing Turkey
due largely to its economic strength and high dquaif life. In this thesis, therefore, |
have set out to understand how leftist ideology plaged a role in the construction of
new forms of collective, or shared identity in thaspora, focusing in particular on the

comparison of Turkish and Kurdish individuals ini€erland. Taking the literatures on

! Unlike “refugee”, “exile” is not a legal term biut this research will also be used to refer toftheed
dispersal of a population from their home country.

2
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social movements and diaspora as the theoretigalework of my analysis, | use the
findings from the fieldwork | conducted to explaiee research questions highlighted
below. The following sections lay out the reseagabstions and rationale for the study,

methodological choices, and thesis structure.

Research Questions and Rationale

The main research question of this thesis is devist First, what role does political
belief or ideology play in the construction of allective identity among exiled
communities? More specifically, | engage with theestion of how leftist ideology has
contributed to the construction of identity withthe Turkish and Kurdish refugee
communities in SwitzerlandSecond, | also examine the following questions: W\a
sources of contention within this community and hewes that affect an understanding
of collective identity? Are there grounds to comsithe existence of a diasporic leftist
identity that accomodates ethnic identity and @dleges, particularly when comparing
Turkish and Kurdish individuals? Accordingly, | asythat the life trajectories of these
individuals, their relations with state institutem both Turkey and Switzerland, and
changes in their political activism and ideologystitute a collective leftist identity that

is diasporic in nature, while taking into accouohiention within the community.

There are three reasons why this particular rebdaic is relevant to scholarship. The

first is related to the literature on social movetseand diaspora. The social movements

2 Here and throughout the thesis, “Turkish” and “#ish” refer to ethnic background, though both
populations come from the nation-state of Turkey.
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literature is characterized by a wide variety o$e@rch on successful mobilization
efforts such as the American Civil Rights moveméisaac, 2008, Tarrow, 2008,
McAdam et al., 1995). There has been less reseamtiucted on movements that were
violently interrupted with state repression and sdanembers were forced to flee. In
addition, the contentious relations within moversenhave traditionally been
understudied in favor of focusing on similaritieghin. This thesis seeks to add those
dimensions to the literature. The concept of “duaap has expanded into an academic
field of study examining groups of ethnic, religigptand national groups of dispersed
peoples and their real and imagined relations thighhomeland (Anthias, 1998, Butler,
2001; Clifford, 1994; Cohen, 1997, Safran, 1991ke$éld, 2006, Tambiah, 2000,
Turner, 2008). It has very rarely however, beetizeti to study collective identity
formation among exiled peoples on the basis oflagoor political belief (Anthias,
1998). Regardless of time or place, politically gped individuals are actively involved
in constructing notions of how society should fumt They often base their political
activism on such notions and also the professibey thoose to do, the people they
socialize with, and their conceptions of self. Tdpgestion remains as to how that
construction shifts when displacement occurs frdra home countfyto the host

country and how that shift also constitutes nevgplaic understandings of self.

The second aspect is more context-specific. Foolach working on issues related to
Turkey, there is a noticeable absence of researdhefate of a significant number of

people who fled the country due to political petdn. While an impressive body of

% Though the use of the terms “home country” or “letand” and “host country” or “hostland” could be
debated, for the purposes of this thesis, theyheilused interchangeably to refer to Turkey and
Switzerland, respectively.
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scholarship on Kurdish refugees from Turkey livingeurope is evident (Argun, 2003;
Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2000; Soguk, 2008; Sokefeld620van Bruinessen, 1998),
research on people from Turkey exiled due to malitideology regardless of ethnic
background has remained relatively unexplored. Tesis can contribute to studies on
Turkish society by analyzing the ideological andntity-based changes in a population
whose activism contributed greatly to the politichscourse of a certain era (and
arguably whose absence also contributed to thetiqgadlidiscourse of later eras).
Numerous scholars have studied the post-1980 caumdurkey in terms of domestic
political and economic change and shifts in forgugdicy. It can be argued, however,
that without examining the experiences of the mpagple who were forced to leave
and the subsequent rupture of a large portionetdfiist political field, it is difficult to
draw conclusions about subsequent political anch@mic change. In other words, this
mass exodus is inextricably linked to many develepi®s within the country occurring

both before and after the 1980 coup era.

The final reason relates to the second, though onoese normative level. There is
undoubtedly great diversity within the communityexiled people from Turkey, but for
all in one way or another, the process of displaa@ngonstitutes a traumatic event that
not only fractured a social movement but also updnokople’s lives. The purpose and
result of exile for the state apparatus is to seapposition through physical distance.
The refugee movement out of Turkey not only affédtes political discourse within but
also separated people from their families, frierastgl homeland. In this sense, studying
such a population can help to recognize past palitiepression and how it relates to

contemporary phenomena, whether that be the reciiatives to open up the public

5
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space to minority cultures, the ongoing democrttinaprocess, or even the accession
of Turkey into the European Union. My primary gdaalthis research is to develop a
scholarly perspective on the process of diaspdeatity formation. Part of that goal is

including the voices and making visible the ageotthose who have been absent from

the political discourse in Turkey.

Methodology

The methodological focus of this thesis is mainhalifative. The fieldwork consisted of
in-depth interview’ that lasted anywhere from one hour to four houased on
participant input. While the questions were the asdar all the interviewees, | did not
attempt to cut short any answers and allowed iddais to provide as much information
as they saw fit. In addition, interviews were coctéd according to where the refugees
could fit me in to their schedules. | met many &fies or restaurants while others spoke
with me at their place of work. Still others inwdtene to their homes. During the course
of the fieldwork, 1 conducted 24 interviews witHfugees from Turkey currently living
in Switzerland, with one of those 24 later asking me not to useiaformation gleaned
from his interview due to his ongoing applicatianthe Swiss state for citizenship
These interviews covered questions relating tatipaliactivism in Turkey, experiences

of migration, relations with the state, and changgsolitical ideology in Switzerland.

* See Appendix A for a copy of the interview quessio
® Chapters Three and Four will highlight demographiormation about the participants in more depth.

® Such a request in and of itself is indicativetwf tenuous position of many refugees, particuldibge
who are more recent arrivals and do not have tbergg Swiss citizenship affords.

6
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In terms of selection, | utilized a snowball samgliapproach. This method involves
asking interviewees to recommend other potentigigi@ants and is a useful approach
in sensitive populations that may harbor doubtsuthlmutside interviewers and are
otherwise difficult to reach (Bloch, 2007; Cols@003: 6; Ritchie and Lewis, 2003: 94).
This is particularly true with refugee populationdo are characterized by displacement

and mistrust of authority figures (Malkki, 1995:)47

My primary contact was a refugee and former adtivwéng in Switzerland who was a
colleague of an academic acquaintance; thougholred a separate acquaintance of my
own that also introduced me to a few refugeessrshcial circle. Having lived there for
a long time and active in the refugee communitys forimary contact served as a
community gatekeeper through whom it was possiblméet a wide range of refugees
living in various places in Switzerland. | was thainle to meet others through certain
key individuals. This occurred after discussing megearch topic in depth with this
gatekeeper and vocalizing my intent to speak witlegual number of Turks and Kurds
if possible and as wide a range of perspectivgmasible. This person then purposefully
sought to put me into contact with people he haeérdient views from. The fact that this
individual vocalized such differences in opiniorfleeted in and of itself the great
degree of diversity within the community. It alsmllighted how such a revelation is
only possible through the snowball sampling metiwdaich can reveal much about the
“power relations” and “social knowledge” within @&tworked community (Noy, 2008:
329). As a gatekeeper, while he is a trusted mermabéne community, he also holds

critical views on homeland politics, for exampleat differed from the views of other
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refugees. Accordingly, the findings of this theBighlight how this group of people |
interviewed can speak to both shared and contestddrstandings of the memories of
political activism and migration, the process ofattlement, and changes in political

ideology.

It is important to take into account my role as ithierviewer and the power dynamics
that can arise in such interactions, including riyse the potentially “intrusive
outsider” (Burawoy, 2009: 56). Establishing trusthwthe participants was my first goal.

I was lucky in that the community gatekeepers weeple in whom almost all of the
participants placed great trust. Nearly all theigekes stated that since that person had
recommended me, they would have no problem speakitigme. Nonetheless, there
are a couple of factors that may have played aimlefluencing participant answers
and interactions with the interviewer. First, aligh the vast majority of refugees were
outwardly friendly and open about their experiences/ status as Turkish (and
American for that matter) may have played a rolparticipant reactions. It is possible,
for example, that some Kurdish participants mayehde@it pressure to seem less
nationalistic in order to make me as a Turk feetenmomfortable speaking with them,
though | made it a point to ask all refugees tcakpapenly about any political views
they may have. Second, many participants assunfigst lsoncerns had brought me to
the topic. The following anecdote highlights tis®veral refugees asked if | was named
Deniz after Deniz Gezmi a leftist leader who was executed in the wakéhef1971
military coup and afterwards became a martyr ferrdgvolutionary cause in Turkey. In
response | stated that | was not and explainedt aofomy family background to

contextualize my own transnationality and interneshe topic.

8
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Finally, some respondents may have held back whscousking some of the past
activities they were involved in, with some opeshating that they rather would not
speak about such topics. It is not surprising thaty refugees may harbor suspicions
regarding an outsider asking them to share deepbtienal details about their political
activism and treatment by the state. In order tfromt these issues head on, | made it a
point before even beginning the interview to reessthe interviewees about the
anonymity of the interviews and that they in no vgapuld feel the need to speak about
any topic they did not feel comfortable discussingas equally forthright in explaining
my motivations for doing the research and in answeany questions they had about
me or my research interests. In addition, | browgkatter with me from the university
confirming my status as a researcher writing a Bfasthesis and detailing the protected
nature of the interview findings. While most indluals did not desire to examine this
letter and often expressed a lack of concern iardsyto anonymity, because the very
topic of this thesis involves issues of violencajnful separation, and exile, it was
important to offer this object as a reassurancerthainterest was first and foremost in

protecting their privacy.

As a qualitative study, the personal accounts fgpted in this thesis all start from
various narrative positions and reflect past exgpexes and perspectives of the refugees.
As Burawoy (2009: 36) notes, “the interview is aiab context, embedded in other
contexts, all of which lend meaning to and are pmtelent of the question itself”.
Similarly, both the interviewer and interviewee atso embedded within certain social

contexts and bring to the process their own pets@scand prejudices (Denzin and
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Lincoln, 1994: 481). Because this research focusesthe process of exile and
resettlement, many of the painful experiences nesal could appear to dominate
refugee lives. Nonetheless, as the refugees poimtiedtheir everyday lives are also
characterized by a certain degree of economic capgducational opportunities, and
the process of acculturation into Swiss societyhém study of Hutu exiles, Malkki

(1995: 47) points out part of the researcher’s tablen working with such sensitive
populations is to listen to people’s narratives levhat the same time attempting to
maintain a delicate balance between asking abqueereences and knowing when and
what not to ask. In my experiences with this comityuh also tried to maintain such a
delicate balance by avoiding questions relatingieXly to prison time, torture, or the

process of leaving, as the latter was often peréoritiegally. If the refugees brought up
such topics, as many did, | then allowed them taayuheir own explanations and

reassured them that at any time they could charegopic.

Thesis Structure

| have organized the thesis according to a histbobhapter, a literature review, and the
final two chapters examining the results of thédimork interviews. The first chapter,
“The Context of Movement” accomplishes two goaisstf it presents an overview of
the history of the leftist movement in late Ottoneard Republican times in Turkey; and
second, it provides background to the Swiss refuggene. Examining the dominant
state ideology of the secular Turkish state and kég leftist figures, parties, and
organizations allows for a contextualization of theppression of the Turkish leftist

movement and the subsequent forced migration. Lise@vihe section on asylum policy
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and refugee resettlement in Switzerland providbackground to changes in collective

identity through time.

Chapter Two, or “Collective Identity in Social Mawents and Diaspora Theory”, lays
out the theoretical underpinnings of this thediss lalso divided into two sections, the
first examining the social movements literature dnel second focusing on diaspora
theory. | use the social movements literature talemstand how and why exiled
individuals originally become engaged in leftistigem in their homeland and more
importantly, how that activism has affected theallective identity as exiles in the
diaspora. The focus on diaspora theory in the skdwif of the literature review is
relevant because the refugees of that era fled anyndifferent countries of Europe,
could not return for many years, and engaged tedisrally with the homeland. By
critically engaging with the diaspora literaturayill provide the theoretical background
for later analyzing whether or not such forced displ constitutes an aspect of leftist

diasporic identity.

The final two chapters concern the fieldwork | cocigd in Switzerland in the summer
of 2009 and the winter of 2010. As with any quaN& work focused on in-depth
interviews, the individual insights and experiencpsovide a rich breadth of
opportunities for analysis. Chapter Three, entitfékde Roots of Political Activism and
the Legal Process”, consists of three main sectithrespaths to activism in Turkey for
the refugees; the relations with the martial lagimes in Turkey both before and after
the 1980 coup; and finally, relations with the gda resettlement regime in

Switzerland. Throughout the chapter | examine hefugee responses reflect relations
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with the legal process in both countries and akwsibns within the movement in
regards to socio-economic status, ethnicity, genaied time of arrival in Switzerland.
At the same time | draw on findings from the socrdvements literature to develop a
concept of collective identity that reflects shaeagberiences with state repression in the

homeland and experiences as a refugee in the galssystem.

The fourth chapter, “Changes in Political Activisand Identity”, deals mainly with
transformation in both political beliefs and levefsactivism through time. This chapter
focuses on the following: breaks with the leftisbvement in Turkey; the professions
refugees have chosen to pursue; the social cindg bhave built up in the diaspora;
transnational relations with the homeland; and kiwey view their own political identity
and changes in their political ideology in the tesd. Here too | draw on collective
identity in addition to diaspora theory to concefize how political activism and
understandings of self have shifted from more @diotions of revolution to sentiments
grounded in minority rights, environmental conceraed even artistic and personal
development. Lastly, | examine whether or not sstthred experiences also contribute
to a collective identity that is diasporic in n&uAs the final chapter, the Conclusion
will summarize the thesis findings, suggest somthéur areas of research, and highlight
the contributions of these findings to the bodyh#f literature on social movements and

diaspora.
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CHAPTER 1

THE CONTEXT OF MOVEMENT

1.1. Overview of Chapter

This chapter will provide a broad context for thass movement of political refugees
from Turkey to Switzerland. Though Europe as a whehs the destination for most
people fleeing from prison or the threat of prisorthe wake of the 1980 military coup,
Switzerland also provided refuge to large numbdr3wks and Kurds coming from
Turkey. Contextualizing this particular movement ahe resulting collective identity
formation that grew out of it requires a deeperlysis of the history of the socialist
movement in Turkey on the one hand and on the pttier refugee regime in
Switzerland. The relationship between leftist dasts and the Turkish state has long
been marked by contentious opposition because eokthte’s historical opposition to
mobilization based on a class-based reading oktdils. As a result of the military
coup of 1980 in Turkey and the resulting fracturaighe leftist movement, the path that
these actors followed through transnational netwoakd into the Swiss refugee
resettlement system also constitutes a collectperence. This chapter will couch that
experience in the historical and structural chamstics of both the Turkish state and
Swiss refugee resettlement regime before continamtp the literature review and then

the fieldwork findings.

13
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

The chapter is divided into three main section$\s#veral sub-sections within. First, |
present a short overview of state-society relatiorthe late Ottoman to Republican era
in Turkey and a discussion of Kemalism, the dominstate ideology of that era.
Examining these relations is relevant becauseljishes both to understand how leftist
thought and action developed in Turkey and howothkreproduced certain aspects of
the dominant state ideology while at the same timalenging it. Second, | lay out a
relevant history of the socialist movement in thep&blican period until the 1980 coup
while taking into consideration intra-movement @mion as well. In the third section
of the chapter | will focus on the demographic cosifion of Turkish and other refugee
nationalities in Switzerland; the role of the Swasate and Swiss law in the resettlement

of refugees; and finally, how Swiss national idgngilays a role in that process.

1.2. The Early Republican Years and Emergence of Kealism

Dating back to the late Ottoman era, leftist groapall stripes were often engaged in a
contentious relationship with the Turkish stateisT$ection examines the role the state
ideology of Kemalism played in the developmenthad Turkish path of modernization
and its views on socialism. This is relevant beeahg active suppression of socialism
and communism in the early Republican era affetatst leftist organizing. The seeds
of the modernist institutional reform undertakenNystafa Kemal Ataturk in the early
Republican era can be located within a century-lseges of reforms initiated by

Ottoman leaders. Implementation of taxation poicibe centralization of bureaucratic

14
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

and military structures, development of scientifind technical expertise, and the
institutionalization of census taking were all kagpects of the development of the
Turkish state apparatus that would influence thenteaance of a strong central state in
Ankara in the Republican years (Zurcher, 2004: 88)ngside this process within the
Ottoman Empire came the influx of modern ideologiesl belief systems including

liberalism, socialism, and scientific rationaliséh(ad, 1993). As the state ideology of
the modernizing Republic, Kemalism was both afféectey and critical of these

incoming belief systems.

1.2.1 Defining Kemalism

A rich literature on the historiography of the Kdisiaideology reflects the debate

among scholars as to the role of Atatlirk’s legacyTarkish society. Building both on

previous Ottoman structures while explicitly rejegt aspects of the past, Atatlrk
successfully held together and innovated on what loa called a “Kemalist state”

through the establishment of sole power in the 3d®23-1925. A large part of this

modernization project undertaken in the wake of ltieiependence War included not
only the creation of a secular state but also tteatmn of an independent national
ideology over explicitly religious or class-basedes (Mardin, 1971: 209). Actions

taken at the time included the abolishment of taépBate and the suppression of both
heterodox religious and leftist political activi@gurcher, 2004: 103, 105). Atatirk also
institutionalized the regime through the first piochl party of the country, the

Republican People’s Party (RPP) and its one-paiteyuntil 1945 (Zircher, 2004: 103).
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As a state ideology that developed and transforthexigh time, Kemalism can partly
be described as consisting of the Six Arrows ofRIRP, set out in the party platform of
1931 (zurcher, 2001: 189). The RPP’s symbol presém following as its central
tenets: “republicanism, nationalism, populism, $@ism, etatism, and revolutionism”
(Yilmaz, 1997: 30). In later years in fact, revauism, etatism (particularly of the
economic variant), and populism became importatiefiseof the socialist movement.
Though this seems like an all-encompassing ideolagfr clear-cut tenets, many
scholars view Kemalism as a less than well-defirdmblogy. Zurcher (2001: 189)
argues that Kemalism as an official ideology “nelsecame a coherent, all-embracing
ideology, but can best be described as a setitidds and opinion, which were never
defined in any detail” and developed over decatfeselation, the traditional historical
view of Kemalism among many scholars has been ith&t a paradigmatic set of
modernizing principles for creating and governihg nation-state characterized by a
conscious pragmatism and flexibility (Kili, 2003jlimaz, 1997: 29). This is in addition
to its attempt to find a third way aside from fasai and particularly communism.
Scholars point to Atatlirk’s speeches, laws andedscrand written documents by the
Kemalist regime in the early years of the Reputdicupport this view (Ahmad, 1994

72-73).

Other scholars also take a more critical view. As dominant national ideology, Parla
and Davison (2004) argue, Kemalism can broadlydfméd as a hegemontorporatist
ideology that has very specific views of state-stycrelations. Corporatism refers to an
ideology consisting of a:

rejection of the categories of individuzagss, and tradition as the core analytical
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categories of its political vision, thougaich may play some role within different
corporatist articulations. Corporatist falations derive models of society and
forms of political and economic organizatfoom “occupational groups”,
professional organizations, or corporatigRairla and Davison, 2004: 36)
Thus corporatism rejects the overtly individualdzhsunderstandings of freedom in
liberalism and the class-based tenets of communi$moughout the twentieth century,
communism was seen in Turkey as a threat because\ary emphasis on class as the
basic component of society. Likewise, the militagups throughout the century and
subsequent constitutional amendments have reprddheecentral priorities set out by
Mustafa Kemal in relation to stamping out communi$arla and Davison, 2004: 40).
Such a discourse minimizes class differences anghasizes state domination over
public spheres (Ergil, 2000: 45). In addition, Kdista necessarily informs the actions,
institutions, practices, and symbols of politicé lwhile at the same time being acted
upon, changing, and adapting through time. Accagrdinthis view, therefore, Kemalism
has long presented itself as being a nonideolggpraktical, and modern approach to

the unique situation Turkey found itself in at theginning of the Republican period

(Bagdonas, 2008; Parla and Davidson, 2004: 8).

While the corporatist aspects of Kemalism help xpl&n why leftist activity was
actively suppressed, the lack of public space tbnie difference or a class-based
ideology are features of what Yilmaz (1997: 31)scie “Tanzimat Syndrome”. This
refers to the idea that any call for rights threatthe indivisibility of the nation-state and
that there are forces both within and outside ofk&wy lying in wait to “carve up” the
nation into separate parts (Yilmaz, 1997: 31). Tisisrelated also to the type of

nationalism in Turkey that places great importaonceterritorial boundaries (Cizre-
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Sakalliglu, 1994: 256). This ideology has even changedthesical geography of the
country. In his description of how the physicaldacape of the region that in official
discourse had previously been referred to as “Ktmdi’ changed in the early years of
the Republic, Zeydanlgu (2008: 162) calls this process a “spatial Tudaiion”,
wherein the ‘nationalization’ of the land was tosias the transformation of its
inhabitants. Mountains, hills, schools and offickalildings were inscribed with the
symbols of the Turkish flag, the crescent and stanyell as nationalist slogans such as
“How happy is the one who says | am a Turk”. Fonanity groups such as Kurds this

has played a large role in their distrust of tladest

The lack of consideration for class-based or etlgnonuip-based differences has greatly
affected the leftist movement in Turkey. It is fromthin this corporatist discourse that
leftist groups in Turkey integrated foreign thinkesuch as Marx and Lenin to create a
certain conceptualization of the role the stateukhplay in state-society relations. At
the same time they often drew on Mustafa Kemalmgx@mplary leader in the fight
against imperialism and in defending Turkey’s ecuoitodevelopment from outside
influence (Kanik, 2004; Lipovsky, 1992; Samim, 1R8This brings out a fundamental
tension within Turkish leftism in the twentieth ¢ery. By incorporating aspects of
Kemalist thought and aspects of Marxist thoughitjsiis were attempting to mold an
approach suitable for the “special” case of Turkey were confounded because of the
openly hostile view towards leftist activity by tretate apparatus. Therefore, it is
perhaps better to view Kemalism as a dynamic ygem®nic state ideology that is also

characterized by counter-hegemonic voices struggiirer meanings (Bagdonas, 2008).
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If we view ideology as a dynamic set of practidest have to be constantly reproduced,
then it can be said that:
Kemalism is not a unified system that dsitlee action in a consistent direction.
Rather, it comes as a package of varioumimgs, as a repertoire, from which
political actors select different piecesdonstructing their discourses. (Bagdonas,
2008: 104)
In that sense, leftists, right-wing nationalisteng generals, and intellectuals all have
drawn on Kemalism in stating their vision for Tuyk@elge, 2009: 12). While it can be
argued to what degree the Kemalist ideology isiffllex it is this perception of flexibility
that lends itself to being constantly “claimed” dneldefined” as the true Kemalism, or
the true path of what Mustafa Kemal would have wdnor the country (Bagdonas,
2008: 111). One organ for such contestation isR@publican People’s Party. Long an

arm of the Kemalist regime, it also gradually beeatme organ for center-left politics.

The following section examines its role in drawlafiist supporters.

1.2.2 The Republican People’s Party

Later fieldwork chapters will highlight the rolenfélial membership and allegiance to

the RPP played in the political socialization dfis in Turkey. In the 1920s and 1930s
it functioned primarily as the carrier of Kemalisrentral tenets and a medium through
which to enact rapid social change (Kogak, 2004.) 12Zhe 1930s were characterized by
the increasingly authoritarian single-party rule toe RPP and the suppression of
organizations such as “the Turkish Women’s Uniohg tFreemasons Lodge,

professional organizations such as the Teacher&@nJithe Reserve Officers Society

and the Society of the Newspaper Journalists aedcttitural and educational clubs of

the Turkish Hearths (Turk Ocaklarr)”, not to mentite purging of Istanbul University
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(Zurcher, 2004: 106). This was largely due to thsie on the part of Kemalist officials
and Atatirk himself to ensure that the values taitlin the party platform were carried
out without dissent. In fact, @aptay (2002: 69) argues that in this period of bhig
Kemalism”, the “wall between the CHP (RPP) andThekish state gradually collapsed

— between 1935 and 1937 the CHP (RPP) moved toenveith the state”.

The RPP introduced a series of measures aimed uocatd the masses of Anatolia
(Karabmerliglu, 1998a; Zurcher, 2004). This is relevant becadsmographically a
large percentage of the leftist movement studiethis thesis originated in the towns
and small cities of Anatolia. One such measure riak@s the introduction of the
People’s HousesHalk Evler). These cultural centers were built in areas actbe
country with the purpose of educating the peopleiie areas: “language and literature,
fine arts, theatre, sports, welfare, educationak®es, libraries and publications, village
development, and history” (Zurcher, 2004: 106-1@vsmaller version was established
in villages and was called People’s Roorhkalk Odalar). In total, there were 478
People’s Houses built and 4,322 People’s Roomsdedithroughout the country. While
originally meant to educate members of the peamaghtagricultural class, they ended up
becoming centers of meeting for teachers, intelst bureaucrats, and members of the
professional class (Zurcher, 2004: 107). Criticalhese Houses played a key role in the
development of the power of the RPP in socializamgl mobilizing loyal members
belonging to the bureaucratic and middle classdsidrithe metropolises of Turkey
(Zurcher, 2004: 108). This mobilization found a o theUlki journal of the early
1930s (Karadmerliglu, 1998: 72-73). The journal consisted of RPPcadfs and other

members of the intelligentsia who exalted rural g@eésant Turkish life and tended
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towards an anti-urban and anti-industrial perspectKaradomerliglu, 1998a). More
importantly, writers at this journal and other tens of the time were worried about the
potential growth of class-conscious political aityivwhich Western countries at the
time were witnessing as a byproduct of the prooégsdustrialization (Karabmerligu,

1998a: 85).

In addition to the People’s Houses, the RPP-estaddi Village Institutes K@y
Enstitliler) were located throughout rural areas and servetlain large numbers of
teachers and fight illiteracy (Kocak, 2004: 119heTclosure of these institutes in 1950
by the RPP due to fears of communist infiltratioghtights both the broad spectrum of
ideology in the RPP and the anti-communist sentineénthe time (Karadmerligu,
1998b: 65). Although the actual content of publaag in the Village Institutes was far
removed from communist or socialist ideas (they duwore towards a Kemalist style
of classless populism), they did serve to contdbud the development of a
consciousness of injustice and collective sentimeneaddition, they opened up these
places to the world through newly introduced tedbgies such as the radio and later
became part of a discourse within leftist circlaatthighlighted the struggle of the

institutes against large landowners (Karadmghlip1998b: 70-71).

As will be seen in later chapters, many leftiseeér their ideological roots back to the
RPP and the influence of the People’s Houses atdg€i Institutes. Although the
leftward turn of the party occurred later in thedrmwentieth century under Bilent
Ecevit’'s leadership and within a context of growintellectual diversity and multi-party

rule (Karpat, 2003: 365), its mandate in contrgllithe social and cultural life of the
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country at this time also served to increase itgufarity among a bureaucratic and
intellectual middle strata of Turkish society whegpported the active role of the state. In
fact, the establishment and later closure of thepfés Houses and Village Institutes
present useful examples of how the leftist movementurkey has always integrated
tenets of Kemalist thoughts and practices whil¢hatsame time being perceived as a
threat by the state. This makes more sense wheavingeKemalism as a hegemonic
ideology. Because it is dominant in all spheresaxfial life, it “manages to be a surface
of inscription into which different social idengs can articulate their demands” (Celik,
2009: 224). Even if not all leftists identified Kemalists at the time, the movement as a
whole has drawn on it to justify their positiondamas served as a legitimizing tool in

political discourse. The following section will iight how that has occurred.

1.3. A Brief History of Socialism in Turkey

While examining the historical context of the Isftsocial movement studied in this
thesis, | will draw on the previous section’s asayof state-society relations and state
ideology. This section will present the relevantdiperiods and events to contextualize

future fieldwork chapters.

1.3.1 Socialism in the Late Ottoman Era
Ottoman Turkey was witness to growing legal sosiaéind underground communist
movements, as was characteristic of the late renéteand early twentieth century in

general. This was true particularly within Armeni&@reek, Macedonian, and Bulgarian
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circles and areas geographically closer to Euregeere socialism and nationalism
constituted twin ideologies “imported” from the Wesato the multiethnic empire
(Tuncay and Zircher, 1994). Bulgarian and Jewistkers in Thessalonica formed the
first socialist association in 1909 and in 1910 @teoman Socialist Party was formed,
though these were explicitly not communist par{iepovsky, 1994: 9). The mix of
social radicals, socialists, and anarchists drespiration from the ideas of the French
revolution and while not successful in forming énesive movement, these groups of
socialists did inspire members of the Young Turkniad, 1994: 18). Their revolution
against monarchical power and development of stebbsed knowledge of the
Ottoman political structure (Mardin, 1971: 201) yiceed the seeds of the Republican

revolution that followed.

The Russian Revolution and proximity of Turkey be tSoviet Union also influenced
domestic movements. In fact, the first Turkish Camiat Party was actually founded
within the borders of the Soviet Union in 1920 bydtafa Suphi (Samim, 1987: 149;
Kanik, 2007: 3) and drew to it members of the TeshkWorkers and Peasants Socialist
Party which had been formed in 1918 (Lipovsky, 1994 Suphi was one of 15
Communists to join the War of Independence in Tur&ked was initially welcomed by
Turkish forces. His ideological ties with Sovietd2ia and moves to establish a viable
Communist presence in the country established Isira toreat all the way up the chain
to Mustafa Kemal, as recent research shows (HD9RQn fact, his assassination by
drowning in Trabzon in January 1921 along with augr of fellow Communists
(Samim, 1981: 63) has been called the first palit@ssassination of modern Turkey

(Hur, 2009). In addition to the assassination gbt$and the general suppression of the
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Communist Party in the waning years of the Ottor&ampire and early years of the
Republic (Kanik, 2007: 3), socialism had to conteuiith the growth of nationalism and

the events surrounding the Turkish War of Indepandef 1919-1923.

1.3.2. Early Republican Socialism

There were leftist intellectual currents activetle early Republican era that rejected
Communism and embraced ideological concepts masekl aligned with Kemalism.
For example, the influentiaKadro journal was a forerunner of many left-leaning
Turkish journals that would be published in subssegudecades. Initially published in
1932, its founders and writers were directly inealwith RPP activities and sought to
encourage a more active role for the party in engctocietal change (Zurcher, 2004:
109).Kadro encapsulated socialist leanings with a nationpksspective (TUlrkg 1998)
and was influenced by not only Turkish nationalishkers such as Yusuf Akcura and
Ziya Gokalp, but also Lenin and Marx (Tugkd 998: 92-94). Rather than Communism
itself, it was the anti-imperialist nature of thed8ian revolution that interest8evket
Sureyya Aydemir, the main thinker of the journakcArding to Aydemir, a national
independence strugglehtilal) would be followed by economic independence from
world capitalist systemirikilap), a view that emphasized national independence
struggles over class-related ones (T&rke998: 95). In this sense the writers hewed
towards more of a corporatist understanding ofestatiety relations rather than a
socialist one. In fact, its authoritarian streaks be attributed to the influence of Nazi

Germany at the time as much as the Soviet Uniorc{ii, 2004: 109).
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Notwithstanding those influences, howevéadro often emphasized the unique nature
of Turkey and the differences between socialisestern industrialized countries and
non-industrialized countries, noting that while Marad been largely writing about
Europe, an alternative route would be necessargrfarnder-industrialized country such
as Turkey (Turke 1998: 104). This can explain to a large dedgtadro’s advocacy for

a type of authoritarian rule that would promote iy and avoid the perceived anarchy
of democratic governance. This authoritarian andtestentered approach seems
paradoxical to what the Left generally advocatest Kadro is significant in its
subsequent influence on Turkish leftist thoughtal#o represents an attempt to bridge
leftist thought with some of Kemalism’s tenets: epeéndence and etatism (Tilgke
1998: 105, 110). This does not mean, however,itlmapresented in totality left-leaning
thought or activity in the country. In actualitiiet 1930s were characterized by a general
suppression of all overtly socialist and communagttivism, as nationalist and
corporatist strains took precedence (Ahmad, 198B¢. next section examines the role

of the first legal socialist party in the Repubficara.

1.3.3. The Multi-Party Era and the Rise of the Turksh Labor Party

As Turkey transitioned to a multi-party state ie thid-twentieth century, the push for a
party more explicitly representing the interestsamairkers arose. The fall of the single
rule of a bureaucratic order and the growing pogfeiagrarian-entrepreneurial groups”
represented a shift in the power allegiances andmaning in the space for mass
participation in the political system (Karpat, 200378). Although democratic

institutions were nominally developing, there wddl sesistance to any mention of

communism or a class-based discourse within a geatyorm. After the conservative
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Democratic Party gained power and ruled in the $98te socialist movement suffered
as a result of the government’s suppression of tgpg of labor-based organizing,
continuing practices started early on in the Repuhipovsky, 1994: 11). As a result of
a ban on communist organizing, the Turkish Comniupasty, for example, was forced

to operate underground and illegally.

While the regime under the Democratic Party equast#id for democracy and political
plurality with a desire to break up Turkey througlibversive communist propaganda
(Yilmaz, 1997: 33), the political climate changenngwhat after the 1960 coup which
deposed the Menderes government. The coup wastggaenot by army generals, but
rather low-level army officers unhappy with theiatsis, among other reasons. This left a
lasting influence on many within the Left in Turkewho saw the military as a
potentially sympathetic agent in the socialist gife (Ahmad, 1993: 122-123). The
1961 constitution, written with the collaboratiofi @cademics and members of the
intelligentsia, on the one hand introduced more a@atically conceived institutions
and provided the right to unionize and strike, @loh the other hand strengthening the
investment of the military in finance and indus(dhmad, 1993: 130). This therefore
undoubtedly constituted a reshaping of the politleadscape, but one in which the
Kemalist discourse was reworked to provide add#ticgpace for military influence in

state-society matters.

The reproduction of this discourse is also visiblehe party platform and organizing
attempts of the Turkish Labor Party (TLP), forme&d1961 by twelve Istanbul trade

union officials (Lipovsky, 2004: 11). The party aisted of the following: industrial
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workers like bureaucrats, intellectuals, studeais] craftspeople (47 percent), laborers
(27 percent), peasants (17 percents), and agniallaborers (nine percent) (Bal and
Laciner, 2001: 98). In addition to better condisdor workers and an alternative path to
economic development, the TLP maintained a platfofmra peaceful foreign policy
while maintaining what the party viewed as a “sglegfor the independence of Turkey
from the imperialist powers” (Lipovsky, 1994: 18)ere we see echoes of the Kemalist
discourse of anti-imperialism and independence isgnas an active part of their
ideology. While throughout the Republican era Tsinksocialist parties have always
fought for relevance in the eyes of the public aftén failed in that endeavor (Samim,
1987; Lipovsky, 1992), the TLP and its early susce® present somewhat of an
exception to that rule. The 1965 parliamentaryteacpresents the biggest success that
the TLP ever garnered, where it won 3 percent @fidftional vote and sent 15 delegates
to the Parliament (Kanik, 2007: 1; Lipovsky, 1999). Many members of the TLP, in
fact, were former RPP members who felt disillustbrfeom what they viewed as
ambivalence on the part of the RPP towards leffishs and economic statism, which
they advocated for (Karpat, 2003: 395). Signifibaritowever, the word “socialist”
never appeared in early party statements or merdardparty leaders were careful to
tiptoe around what continued to be a fierce arftisieposition of state organs (Ahmad,
1993; Lipovsky, 1994: 15). While the TLP attemptex forge a party line that
represented the interests of workers within thewgrg post-war economy, it is
important to remember that the 1961 constituticsh @bt provide an open space for a
viable working-class movement based in socialisgjies to arise. The existence of

electoral laws establishing a high minimum thredhailghlight how a more moderate
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socialist party such as the TLP was nominally adldwbut prohibitively regulated

(Ahmad, 1993: 145).

Perhaps more importantly, aside from limited eledtsuccesses, the TLP served as a
catalyst for many other socialist organizations gudblications to sprout up into the
political sphere of Turkish society, including tleétist labor uniorD/SK (Confederation

of Workers’ Unions of Turkey) in 1967 (Ahmad, 199B34). The party was very
influential in promoting a more moderate form otisdéism through democratic means
and limited recognition of minority groups. Nond#ss, the strains mentioned above
that appeared in the 1960s arose due to sevetarfagushing for more radical means
with which to enact revolutionary change in Turkag,will be further discussed below.
In addition, global events were creating tensioithiw the group. The Soviet Union’s
annexation of Czechoslovakia in 1968, for instarmeated a dilemma for anyone
concerned both with socialism and issues of sogetgiand independence, as so many
Turkish socialists were (Lipovsky, 1994: 49). Asvidions grew, one voice that
represented more radical tendencies pushing fargehancluded Mihri Belli, a member
of the outlawed Turkish Communist Party and writerthe more radical journalirk
Solu who called for a “national democratic revolutiam&ant to overthrow the existing
regime by enlisting the help of the military andilian “intelligentsia” (Lipovsky, 1994:
40). A group called the Proletarian Revolutionar@milarly called for a similar
overthrow though with the peasant movement at &#ien fand without the help of the
military (Lipovsky, 1994: 40). Another voice in opgtion to the perceived passivity of
the TLP was the¥on journal, established in 1961 and led bygao Avciglu, who

called for a type of socialist “etatism” whereiretBtate would take an active role in
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equalizing socio-economic classes and pulling Tyrkat of NATO membership, a
position similar to most leftists at the time (Lysky, 1994: 108). Nonetheleséondid
feature heterodox voices from within the leftistmeounity and in many ways presented
a continuation of the previously influential leftisrgan,Kadro, in terms of its fierce

anti-imperialism and corporatist and authoritati@mdencies.

1.3.4. The 1960s and the Rise of Dev-Geng

While anyone who fell under the broad heading ofirkish socialism” advocated an
alternative path to wealth distribution and indadization and espoused foreign policy
views critical of Western military alliances, thevidions between various ideological
currents within the movement in the 1960s led tiiissprising between moderate and
radical strands (Ahmad, 1993; Lipovsky, 1994: 1@Jhe of the more moderate TLP
leaders, Mehmet Ali Aybar, characterized Turkishcialism as “a completely
independent movement in the socialist current” attempted to paint the movement as
somehow separate from socialist regimes abroaaykipy, 1994:55). This position was
undoubtedly taken not only to appease authoritig® were suspicious of any
similarities to communist regimes abroad but alsocbnvince Turks of his anti-
imperialist (whether that be American or Sovie@rimgs. TLP leaders and Aybar in
particular, however, were seen as too timid inrtheivocacy for democratic processes
by many younger and more radical groups withinghgy. This ideological infighting
led to factions upholding the national-democraéieotution idea splitting off from the
TLP and not only becoming more radicalized in tlhecpss, but also pulling national
attention away from more moderate strands of theement. The late 1960s were

characterized by the rise dev-Genc(the Federation of Revolutionary Youth of
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Turkey), the student movement that had startederl®50s from an organ on university
campuses called the Idea Club Federation but greer the years into a loosely
organized movement that rejected the TLP and t@ofoke models not only Marx and
Lenin, but also Stalin, Mao, Castro, and Che Guev@ipovsky, 1994: 118-119;

Landau, 1974:. 39). They were also more politiciz&ad more organized than
movements before it and were characterized by yolutebellion against social as well

as political structures (Balbay, 2009: 32).

In fact, it can be argued thBev-Gengwas a heterodox youth movement characterized
by a diversity of views on how radical to be. Therenrevolutionary groups distanced
themselves from the organization through violentsasuch as bank robberies,
assassinations, and kidnappings of American mylitaembers. Among those were two
groups in particular, the Turkish National-LibecatiArmy with its leader Deniz Gezgni
and the Turkish Popular-Liberation Party/Front ladst famously by Mahir Cayan
(Lipovsky, 1994: 119). Both leaders were eventudijed by military forces and
thereby immortalized in the eyes of many revoluignfollowers. This was coupled
with rising violence between left and right facomn the country. The military
intervened in 1971, citing this violence and theffectiveness of the government at the
time as reasons. Adding fuel to the radicalized, fthough they had increased their
participation in the elections, the TLP experien¢esses in the 1969 parliamentary
elections, not only because of a law that madeottendlifficult for small parties to enter
the parliament, but also because of the infightanidpin the party itself (Kanik, 2007:
53). This served as a signal to many youth activiat the TLP had failed in its

moderation.
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In her study of the concept of youth in Turkey, Eief2001: 419) argues that in the
post-1968 period, the dominant public discoursatpdi youth as threatening national
values and asskiya, or “bandits”, though these youth activists stdtained aspects of
the dominant national ideology. She draws on a@edftom a letter written to the father
of THKP leader Deniz GezmiNeyzi, 2001: 419), “You raised me with Kemalidéas.

| grew up listening to memories of the War of Inéiegence. Since then | have hated
foreigners. We are the fighters of Turkey’s sec@viar of Independence.” Gezgnand
others even named their proposed walk from Sameuwity with historical importance
for the War of Independence) to Ankara “TamgBasizlik icin Mustafa Kemal
Yurlytst” (“Mustafa Kemal Walk for Total Independence”)dlBay, 2009: 33). In an
indication of the power of Kemalism as a hegemahscourse, even the most radical
members of this generation of leftist activistsweel themselves as heirs to the Kemalist
legacy. At this juncture it was possible within te&iist movement to imagine oneself as
being both a Kemalist and a Communist (though pesmet verbalized using precisely

that terminology).

After the March 1971 coup, the Turkish military oeew the civilian government and
declared martial law in 11 provinces out of 67,eziqu that continued for two years
(Nye, 1977: 209, 214). While the 1961 constitutisas not rewritten, several
amendments meant to limit the “abuses of freedomrewpassed into law (Nye, 1977:
213). Quite significantly, many leftists initialsaw the coup as a possible repeat of the
1960 coup, where junior officers overthrew the gptrregime. In fact, two of the

officers had been writers at the leftist magazinak Solu(Kanik, 2007: 58). However,
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just as the TLP had to some degree misjudged tfisstlédeanings of the voting
population,Dev-Gengnisjudged the willingness or ability of the milyeto intervene in
the process of the National Socialist Revolutibhe TLP was shut down (and accused
of supporting Kurdish separatism), as wdSK. Dev-Gen¢ and Idea Club offices were
raided, and right-wing groups began to turn to laigism (Ahmad, 1993: 148-149;
Ergil, 2000: 54; Kanik, 2007). The coup generas® aleclared curbs on political activity
and press freedom. They also brought changes tadhstitution and the political
governing structure, thereby awarding a heighteéel for the military and president
(Ergil, 2000). These measures ensured the shut-dmwany viable leftist presence

within the political mainstream.

1.3.5. 1971-1980 and the 1980 Coup Era

The period of migration relevant to this researobstlty encapsulates people actively
involved in leftist political parties, unions, rdutionary groups, and socio-cultural
organizations during the late 1970s, which was ao@echaracterized by right-left

clashes. Many of the various leftist groups of t80s, including extremist ones,
featured loose and nonhierarchical membership tsiree and were formed in reaction
to state repression. Such repression did not sdcaeeshutting down the social

movements and, to the contrary, many people becaone hardened by prison time and
a seeming failure on the part of the democraticesysto effect change. A weakened
economy and the growing urban, industrial poputgtiso saw a growing trade union

movement willing to exercise its right to strikenél executions of the youth movement

" In 1950 the urban population of Turkey stood aé¥8while in 1981 it had increased to 47% (Margallie
and Yildizglu, 1984: 16). Similarly, in 1950 27.2% of workavere employed in factories, while in 1970
that percentage had increased to 46.4% (Margutidsvadizazlu, 1984: 17).
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leaders also led to discontent among the left arged to further inflame conflict
between youth left and right factions, which greartigularly heated in the late 1970s
(Kanik 2007; Lipovsky, 2004). The state sought ergmalize the left even further than

before.

There were also generational changes between ftistdef the late 1960s and those in
the 1970s. The leftists of the 1970s (often retetoeas the '78ers) were characterized
by an increase in the involvement of women, Kuralsd members of lower socio-
economic status and rural backgrounds (Sayari, )198%s was essentially a youth
movement and “friendship networks, family ties, ipchl committees, and commune-
type living arrangements” played a large role ia folitical socialization of leftists in
this era (Sayari, 1985: 4). In his memaoir of thte [E970s, Mustafa Balbay (2009: 41-42)
recounts how politicized the universities werehat time. He points out that the general
timeframe of socializing a neophyte university sidinto a hardcore revolutionary
generally took about a week. His anecdotal accaillostrates how the heady
atmosphere of campus politics spread throughoutcthentry and how the legacy of
1971 further radicalized many on the left. In additto this type of socialization, for
many leftists time spent in jail had led them toesfion basic Kemalist ideas of
revolutionism and the idea that a group of civilemd military intellectuals would rise
up in support of the working class (Kanik, 2004). s Kemal (1981: 13) states, “The
Marxist movement only started dissociating itsetini Kemalist positivism in the late
1970s — and even then only to a certain extentis Thange can partially be explained

by the 1980 coup, which played a decisive roldnat process of dissociation.
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When the coup of September 12, 1980 occurred, Bngehes of the country regardless
of ideology thought that the coup would be simitathose before it in terms of severity
and viewed the military as potentially serving asimpartial arbiter of state-society
relations. Many thought that it would stop the fighg that had claimed at least 4,500
lives and injured roughly 20,000 up to that poBayari, 1985: 1; Arikan, 1998: 120). In
this case, however, the military response was nwganized, fiercer, and more
importantly, more ideological than previous intertens (Ahmad, 1981: 6). The
ferocity of the military response, particularly keftist groups —the vast majority of
whom were not involved in any form of violent stgle~ soon became apparent. The
previous factional fighting had led to Turkey’s ggain NATO being threatened and the
military responded partly with a reassurance tonil#tary allies (Sayari, 1985: 2). In the
actual communiqué communicating the takeover, Genkkenan Evren stated the
following as a patriarchal justification for theténvention, “the state was left powerless

and made impotent” (Ahmad, 1981: 5).

Those taken into custody on both the right andefian the wake of the coup consisted
of “free professionals (16 percent of the totallprkers (14 percent), government
employees (10 percent), teachers (7 percent),,etgth only 20 percent of those

arrested “students or dropouts”. One-fifth had hadormal schooling and one-third had
not finished grade school (Sayari, 1985, 10). Thenty arrested were leftists although
right-wing factions had been responsible for a darghare of the actual deaths and
injuries in the previous period (Ahmad, 1981: 16)mediately after the coup dozens of
party offices were shuttered, 150 trade union effievere shut down, 50,000 striking

workers were forced back to their jobs, and withiree days at least 15,000 people had
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been arrested (Paul, 1981: 3). The subsequent pviebes imprisonment of thousands
and torture instituted throughout the country’'sspns made for the wholesale
suppression of any leftist sentiment at the timee @&rgument claiming the systematic
use of torture is heightened through evidence pwrib its increased use long after the
immediate post-coup period (Barchard, 1984: 4+baddition to the long-lasting effects
of imprisonment, torture, and martial law, the manstitutional legacy” of three years
of military rule was the 1982 constitution (Keyd@Q04: 66). In addition to that, the
coup regime established a “parallel legal systenth tate Security Courts used to
prosecute defendants for political purposes thaemm “crimes against the state”, a
phenomenon that led to a sharp decrease in botergoent accountability and civil
rights (Keyder, 2004: 66, 72), not to mention irspriment for hundreds of thousands,
many of whom were locked up for seemingly innocuimdisactions. This parallel legal
system was not new. Rather, the constitution ofl1186d the 1973 constitutional
amendments had already set the ground for the siganf military power in the wake
of the 1980 coup through parallel executive andcjat military organs alongside
civiian ones (Cizre-Sakallghu, 1997: 157). The deleterious effects of thisapiar

system on political activists will be discussedtfier in the fieldwork chapters.

Ideologically also, the Left was largely neutratizehile Kemalist and Islamist strains
gained power (Arikan, 1998). This political neutzation prevented widespread
opposition to the neoliberal economic restructurtingt followed in the 1980s (Cizre-
Sakalliglu, 1991). In addition, the increase of Islamistalvement in political life was
something seen by the Turkish military and Amerigaterests as producing a secure

bulwark against the potential Communist threat (&Rakalliglu, 1994: 262; Keyder,
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2004: 69). In fact, the “Turkish-Islamist synthésigas a conscious effort on the part of
the military intelligentsia to suppress socialistoas in society through the promotion of
religious and national identity over a leftist of¥eavuz, 2002), through a reworking of
the Kemalist doctrine (Parla and Davison, 2004)e Tiilitary desired a more ‘tightly-

integrated, indivisible (in terms of social classhnicity or sect), non-ideological and
“consensual” society, like the Turkey of the 193(0Sizre-Sakalliglu, 1994: 262). At

this point, the state authorities viewed politieald ethnic pluralism as a failure and
blamed communist influence within the country. Tglout was anything but, the reign
of Turgut Ozal in the 1980s presented itself aschriocratic and apolitical governance
style, largely in response to the military’s pushneutralize any perceived political
conflict. It is here that many within the leftisbtramunity began to view the state in an
even more critical view than before, largely agsutt of their treatment by the military
apparatus, which ranged from living undergroungbrison sentences to torture. Not all
members of the leftist movement had previously e@whe state as a potential ally,
however. Minority groups such as the Kurds had Ibag an antagonistic relationship

with state organs, as the next section highlights.

1.3.6. Kurdish and Alevi Letftists

The active negation of Kurdish identity in the gayéars of the Republic is a topic that
has been widely researched and analyzedséie 1996; Zeydanlgu, 2008). The
advent of electoral politics in the 1940s and 5@=s@nted the first instance in which
Kurdish votes (or rather votes in Kurdish regiowgye courted by political parties such
as the TLP. From then on Kurds became active imstemovements and displayed

increasing involvement in the political culture Dlirkey. However, although TLP and
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Dev-Gengwvere among the few organizations to recognizessge of Kurdish ethnicity
and rights, it was within a discourse of socialishass differences, and feudalism, not
ethnic identity or ethnic nationalism (Grigoriad)04: 10). This led in later years to a
certain disillusionment regarding the Turkish Eftmovement among politically active
Kurds, who felt as though their particular expeces were given short shrift (Yavuz,

2001: 10).

The modernization process undertaken by the Ketnatigime in the region had
promoted cleavages in the loose state-societyioatatetween the Ottomans and the
Kurds and thereby radicalized the population bgmfiting to reign in the periphery
under the central control of Ankara (something ledn the late Ottoman era)
(Grigoriadis, 2004: 14). There had already beemdordeportations and numerous
detainments of prominent Kurdish thinkers and a&t$vin the aftermath of the 1960 and
1971 coups (Zeydanligtu, 2008: 164). Within that context, many Kurdigiogps began
to establish themselves more strongly within botleféist and Kurdish nationalist
discourse in the 1970s. Such examples includeDixerimci Dgzu Kultir Ocaklari
(Revolutionary Eastern Cultural Hearth§)zgurlik Yolu(Freedom Road), a Kurdish
socialist party, an&awa (Grigoriadis, 2004: 10). The attractiveness ofisefideology

to portions of the Kurdish population in the 19T®gpartially explained by the policy of
the Turkish state in arming local land owners aftesurrections against them by
members of th&KK (Kurdish Workers’ Party) (Keyder, 2004: 74). Onglly formed
as an “anti-feudal movement”, tHeKK later took on a Marxist discourse and more

significantly, an ethnic nationalist one. In othesrds, for young Kurds from a peasant
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background, the arming of landowners by the staseerbated class cleavages, thereby

making leftist ideology more favorable to the disanchised.

In fact, when the separatiBKK was formed in 1977 bpev Gengmembers who had
left the organization, its founding text “describ@drkey’s southeastern and eastern
provinces as colonies and argued that the Kurdigtdlists and bourgeoisie had chosen
to side with the Turkish ruling classes in ordemptuticipate in the exploitation of the
Kurdish peasantry and working class” (Grigoria@@04: 11). In relation, one reason for
the popularity of thd®KK in attracting Kurds to its cause regardless dfatraffiliation
was precisely because of the tightening of politeogoression in the late 1970s and in
the post-1980 coup era, thus forcing more moddfatelish political groups to close
(Grigoriadis, 2004: 11-12). Bozarslan (2001: 4@)ikrly argues that the brutality of the
military response to separatist activities and o Kurdish population in general after
the 1980 coup led to a hardening of opinion amongdK in the area against the state.
Or, alternatively, although the Kurdish rebellioearly in the Republican era were
characterized by a rejection of the Turkish statet because it was Turkish but because
it was a state”, by the time of the post-1980 cetq rebellions started against the state
“not because it was a state but because it wasshirBozarslan, 2000: 17). The ethnic

component had entered the discourse.

In the aftermath of September " 2many legal organizations such as the Turkish
Teachers’ Association, TOB DER, and the Revolutign®emocratic Cultural
Association were raided. Located in Diyarbakirstherganizations and their members

and leaders were charged with ‘establishing a @simge organization “aimed at
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secession” (Howe, 1980: 5). Those associated witbh organizations were not the
only ones to be arrested, however. One can alsaumagrestimate the range of abuse
and torture perpetrated on prisoners in the sosthparticularly at Diyarbakir's No. 5
military prison. The “ethnic character” of the tam¢ was manifest not only in the
particular cruelty and terror with which it was ddlout, but also in the “Turkifying”
practices of the military authorities. In additibm physical torture, examples include
forcing prisoners to learn 50-60 nationalist Tulnksongs, confiscating prisoner money
in order to buy flags and posters of Mustafa Kearad Kenan Evren to hang in the
cells, and the banning of the Kurdish language iwigiison walls (Zeydanlgu, 2009:
12-13). As mentioned above, the Diyarbakir prisote@ as an inculcator for a Kurdish
identity that felt severely repressed by the Turkigtionalist military. One former
prisoner stated the following about prisoners ieafrom the jail (Zeydanlgu, 2009:
9):
Almost 80 percent of these people wenh&ornountains [took up arms]. It was
very difficult to pursue a normal life afteaving experienced such brutality. You
know, it is said that ‘theKK movement exploded in 1984’, this date is when many
people were released from the Diyarbaksqpr.
Kurds not only had a contentious relationship while state but also, starting in the
1970s, many socialist Kurds became more disilltesiiowith the socialist movement in
Turkey (Belge, 2009: 13). The willful ignorance e part of the socialist movement of
the ethnic component to oppression in Turkey beithenany Kurds whose experiences

were heavily informed by repressive treatment by skate. This point of contention

came up in the course of the thesis fieldwork alé we
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There is also the additional aspect of religiowenidy. It is important to include the role
Alevism (a heterodox branch of Shiism) played ia ¢gnowth of leftist organizations in

Turkey. Long viewed as supporters primarily of tREP because of the perceived
protection secularism provided from Sunni hegemangny members of the Alevi

community (of which there are both Turkish and Ksindadherents) have been active in
leftist movements. To many analysts the massaard&ahramanmagaand Corum in

1978 were manifestations of both anti-Alevi as wadl anti-leftist sectarian violence
(Grigoriadis, 2004: 18; Paul, 1981: 3). Teachessaaiations in the Kahramanmgra
area at the time were accused by right-wing leadeifseing “leftist, communist, atheist,
or Alevi” (Gurel, 2004: 4). The very juxtapositiaaf those terms indicates a strong
identification of Aleviness with leftist sentimeahd a move from a religious identity to
that of an ethnic one. Leftists themselves oftemfzd the previous Alevi activism as
essentially “proto-communist movements” in natuv&ar( Bruinessen, 1996: 8). The
issue of Alevi identity becomes quite strong fornyan the diaspora and will be

explored in further chapters.

Whether Sunni, Alevi, Kurdish, or Turkish, the expace of leftists in the post-1980
coup period indicates that there was a system#gmat to suppress not only socialist
perspectives and liquidate its leadership, but afso heterodox ethnic voices from
within. There is often a focus on the military ceugs being critical junctures (as they
are in many ways), but repression of leftist astivihas been a characteristic of
numerous governments in the history of the Repuldtarthermore, while much

attention has been given to the radical left groapd the kidnappings and robberies

associated with them, many thousands of moderéistsewere also swept up in the
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mass arrests, while others experienced the tendrparanoia that accompanies a life
underground. For many of those who liviedognito or spent time in prison, the only
viable option in the struggle for survival was &ave the country, often by illegal
means. Most fled to Europe, where the communitg)dlied Turks and Kurds is most
active today. As this thesis is focused on Switzatlas the hostland of refugees fleeing
Turkey, the next section provides a broad overviéwow the Swiss state and Swiss

national discourse interact with the refugees f plarticular movement.

1.4. Refugees and the Swiss State

Switzerland is only one of the many European caeesitin which thousands of Turks
fleeing the 1980 regime attempted to gain resideAsya non-EU, multi-lingual, and
con-federal country with a historical traditionradminal neutrality, refugees experience
resettlement and acculturation in ways divergeminfiother European countries, as the
following sections will highlight. The majority ofurks living in Switzerland actually
emigrated as economic immigrants instead of asiasgeekers. Of the 83,000 Turkish
citizens living in Switzerland, 1.3 percent of thdmve become naturalized Swiss
citizens and 74 percent have permanent residenicthad 74 percent, only 2.3 percent
retain refugee status (Fibbi et al., 2003: 221} Tdllowing table highlights the numbers

of Turkish immigrants throughout time.
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Table 1.1: Numbers of Turkish Citizens Living in Switzerland Legally

Year Registered Turkish citizens in CH
1960 645

1970 12,215

1980 38,626

1990 81,655

2003 82,093

Source: Riafio and Wastl-Walter, 2000b: 1697

As is evident, the numbers of Turkish citizens he tountry greatly increases in the
1980s and 90s. Refugees constitute a relativelyl aecentage of these numbers but
they are a highly visible group due to their poétiactivism (which will be explored in

later chapters) and the dominance of refugees fiamkey in the general refugee

population in Switzerland as a whole.

This section, therefore, will present the followir{@) how the Swiss state views and
processes these migrating groups of people fallmder the status of “asylum-seekers”
or “refugees”; (2) a general demographic survey tio¢ refugee population in
Switzerland with a focus on refugees from Turkegrtgtg from the timeframe of the
1980 coup on forward; and finally (3) how natiomdéntity and the public discourse

regarding foreigners (itself a term used to refemimigrants and refugees) play a role

in creating an environment for those fleeing opgikesregimes, Turkey in particular.



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

1.4.1. Refugee Law and Resettlement

In addition to the definition of a refugee descdte the introduction, Swiss law defines
“serious disadvantages” faced by refugees as imguthe following: “menaces to
physical integrity, life or liberty, as well as angctions causing unbearable
psychological pressure” (Frey, 1988: 441). Thouhis twould seem to cover large
swathes of migrating peoples, refugees are jusmallsportion of the immigrant
population in Switzerland. Twenty percent of theisdapopulation is foreign and 25
percent of its workforce is foreign, both of whiahe the highest in Europe (Afonso,
2005: 1). Part of that is due to its strict citigbip laws and who is counted officially as
a “foreigner®. Swiss citizenship laws are based on the condejpisosanguiniswhich
defines citizenship according to blood lines tyithg person to that country. This differs
to a certain degree frofus soli which is the citizen-by-birth model on which Fcén
and American citizenship is nominally based (Riaid Wastl-Walter, 2006a: 2). With
a naturalization rate of 1.4% (the lowest in Eurafier Germany), most immigrants and
refugees alike (and often their children as wal) eounted as foreigners by Swiss law
(Riaflo and Wastl-Walter, 2006b: 1694). This highmigrant rate and stringent
citizenship laws create a tension within Swissetyciwhere the law does not encourage
integration of a very visible immigrant populatioh. likewise affects how refugees
negotiate their identity as guests within a couniiyt on the one hand seems to accept

them while on the other maintaining a distance.

8 In Swiss law and public discourse, the word “fgrer” is used in place of “immigrant”. For the
purposes of this thesis, the two terms will be usegtchangeably.
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As stated previously, as the numbers of asylumesseincreased significantly in the
1980s, the state had not yet established a unifarlicy towards processing so many
claims. The responses to these asylum-seekergfdaher were also less than uniform
(Riafio and Wastl-Walter, 2006b: 1704). In the pastdecades, however, foreigner law
has grown increasingly strict and prohibitive, witlo major trends emerging: a sharp
difference between European Union and non-Europé@on immigrants and a sharp
difference between white-collar workers and bothebtollar workers and asylum-
seekers (Ecoffey, 2007: 4). In addition, under Swawv there is a division between
general laws on foreigners and asylum law. Undguas law, there are two categories:
people fleeing violence or under threat of civibleince and those who are politically
prosecuted (Ecoffey, 2007: 44). These divisions ravehorizontal typologies; rather,
they constitute a hierarchy of immigrant type, witbhropean and white-collar workers

on top, and refugees and asylum-seekers oftertesitwa the lowest rung.

While asylum law is enacted on the federal levebulgh the Swiss Federal Office for
Refugees (FOR), the 26 cantons have a very highl Evinput and de facto decision-
making power over applications (Holzer et al., 20B81-254). When asylum-seekers
enter the country they are sent to one of eigii¢iht federal centers spread throughout
the country. These centers decide on which carttenréfugee will be sent to. They
make the decision supposedly according to the amkegeneral refugee population of
the canton and not the population of that partica&ional group in that canton (Holzer
et al. 2000: 255, 266). Refugee preference or dbation of family or friends is not
considered in this decision-making process. A reéugiith family members in a French

canton may very well be sent to an Italian canfonjnstance. Having analyzed a data
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set of 180,000 asylum applications from 1988 to6l99olzer et al. (2000: 251-252)
argue that taking into account canton size, linguidifference, density of foreigner
population in the sub-units, and political viewsvéwds foreigners, it is still very hard
for the Swiss asylum system to maintain consistearay fairness across the board of
asylum claims due to the extremely decentralizedreaof the system. Therefore the
treatment one refugee receives in one canton maygvaatly from one in a neighboring
canton just kilometers away. On the other hand, emogcent moves towards
centralization indicate that there is an overargtdancern increasing within the society
to control not only the number of asylum-seekeremmg the country but also where

they live and what they do once they are there.

1.4.2. Demographic Trends and Turkish Migration Paterns

An analysis of the refugee policy discourse in 3ariand reveals on the one hand a
deep-seated suspicion towards the idea of thegioras embodied by refugees and
immigrants alike. On the other hand not only isr¢h@n established desire for

immigrants as essential workers for the nationalnemy but also a humanitarian

tradition that dates back to the founding of thel Reoss and the stated foreign policy of
neutrality (Riafio and Wastl-Walter, 2006a: 15).sThuspicion within the discourse is

articulated in the particular notion of “Uberfrenmdyl, a uniquely Swiss concept “which

refers to the idea that excessive numbers of foeggycould threaten Swiss identity” and
an ideological construction that gains in strengtien numbers of immigrants rises
above a certain threshold (Riafio and Wastl-Wak@d6a: 6; Afonso, 2007: 10). While

previously anti-Semitism (Zimmer, 1998: 655) andhag@s a fear of spoiling relations

with Germany had prevented Switzerland from openisgloors to large numbers of
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Jews fleeing from the Nazis, anti-communist sentitria the post-World War Il era
opened the border for thousands of refugees flelorg communist countries. In fact,
for refugees coming from communist countries, theas no individualized processing
mechanism set by the state for interviewing anceraming the legitimacy of the
claims. Merely crossing the border was enough foefagee from those countries to
gain residency (Riafio and Wastl-Walter, 2006aT8)s constitutes a sharp hierarchy of
refugees based on their country of origin. Howeirethe 1980s the numbers of asylum
applicants sharply increased and also featured mapmicants from non-European
countries such as Chile, Turkey, Cambodia, Zairapsl. Vietnam, Sri Lanka, and

Middle Eastern countries (Riafio and Wastl-WaltéQea: 10).

Switzerland was the fifth most popular country Tarrkish asylum seekers in the years
1996-2005 after Germany, Iraq, France, and Unitedykom, respectively. In the year
2004, this country of roughly seven million regrsié 14,248 asylum requests for
residency (UNHCR Statistical Yearbook 2005: 52%). contrast, France’s requests
numbered 61,048 while its population numbered apprately 60 million (Riafio and
Wastl-Walter, 2006a: 1). To give an idea of sc#he following table highlights the

number of lodged requests for asylum in other aoesbf Europe.

Table 1.2: Requests for Asylum in European Countrig

Regions/Countries Requests for Asylum Populati@942
Europe 444,000 N/A
France 61,058 62,292,241
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United Kingdom 40,202 59,699,828
Germany 35,613 82,531,671
Austria 24,676 8,142,573
Sweden 23,161 8,975,670
Belgium 15,358 10,396,421
Switzerland 14,248 7,364,148

Source: Eurostat, n.d.; Riafio and Wastl-Walter 6200

Those are only the lodged requests, however. Agtaahuiring official refugee status
is a drawn-out process with a low rate of accepaAs an example of the sea change in
state policy towards refugees, the following grapbws changes in the acceptance rate
for asylum-seekers in Switzerland versus how mapjieations were filed.

Figure 1.1: Acceptance Rate for Asylum Applicantsn Switzerland
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While in earlier years the rates were closer togetthe wars in the Balkans, Turkey,
and Africa in the 1990s led to both a high asylyspli@ation rate of 146,587 between
the years of 1990 and 2002 and a low acceptanedgRafio and Wastl-Walter, 2006a:
12). For another highly visible refugee group, #tlenic Tamils from Sri Lanka, every
single asylum application filed before 1993 wasepted whereas after 1993 the number

of accepted applications dropped significantly (Zem 2004: 17).

One interesting divergence from that trend occuiredhe 1990s for Kurds fleeing
Turkey. As the fighting between tHRKK and the Turkish military was raging, a large
number of asylum-seekers from Turkey received mfugtatus. In 1995, one out of
every two applications for asylum in Switzerlandnfr Turkish citizens was accepted
(Holzer et al., 2000: 254). Scholars argue that ritegority of people from Turkey
applying for asylum between 1981 and 2000 wereiedhy Kurdish (particularly in the
1990s) though no research exists on the ethnicgnackd of foreign nationals (Fibbi et
al., 2003: 218). Significantly, while the refugeergentage of the Turkish resident
population overall in Switzerland was 5 percentl8#87 and 12 percent in 1990, that
number increased to a high of approximately 40 gu@rmn the early 2000s (Fibbi et al.,
2003: 218). The following figures, while not showitotal asylum applicatiodsdo
highlight how high outstanding asylum requests bykish nationals were in contrast to

the other top nine nationalities requesting asylum.

® That information was, unfortunately, not availabtehe time of research.
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Table 1.3: Nationalities and Outstanding Asylum Regests in Switzerland

Nationality | Total Date of Request
1981 | 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
Angola 380 5 7 86 5 5 13 30 229
Ethiopia 299 1 17 62 16 10 22 73 98
India 644 0 0 0 3 4 7 102 528
Iran 882 1 4 18 34 40 311 242 23
Lebanon 713 0 2 5 8 32 52 20y 407
Pakistan 652 0 0 5 9 10 28 108 492
Sri Lanka 2,060 0 1 138 241 173 47 139 1,321
Turkey 10,556 0 28 361 460 324 601 2,227 6,555
Yugoslavia 623 0 1 2 6 8 18 39 549
Zaire 272 8 8 79 21 22 8 37 89

Source: Swiss Forum for Migration and Populatiomd&ts, 1989

The numbers for Turkish asylum-seekers continuetdstoin the 1980s and to this day

they still constitute the largest refugee communitythe country. The table below

illustrates the high number of requests in the 1880s and early 1990s (these figures do

not include family reunification with refugees).

Table 1.4: Total and Turkish Nationals’ Asylum Reqtests in Switzerland

Year

Turkey

Total

1986

3,989

8,302
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1987 5,845 10,866
1988 9,835 16,489
1989 9,609 24,325
1990 7,611 35,881
1991 4,535 41,663
1992 1,967 19,109
1993 1,281 25,827
1994 1,174 16,872
1995 1,364 18067
1996 1,379 19,418
1997 1,445 25,507
1998 1,598 42,979
1999 1,515 47,513
2000 1,486 19,750
2001 1,995 21,854

Source: Federal Office for Migration, 2010

The swell of applications in the late 1980s andyeE®90s are accounted for both by the
number of people getting out of prison after segveentences handed out in the post-
1980 coup time period and Kurds fleeing from the etween the Turkish military and

the PKK. Unfortunately, statistics regarding the yearsQt2886 were not possible to

obtain.
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Humanitarian reasons are often given as an exptemédr the rise in refugees in the
1980s and 90s. The issue of economics is perhape pwrtinent to understanding
demographic trends with refugees. When the globah@mic recession hit Switzerland
in the 1970s, the majority of foreigners workingSwitzerland held only one-year work
permits and many were not renewed. This indicab@$ immigrants and it can be
inferred asylum seekers as well, are used by ptdiey makers as economic buffers for
times of boom and decline (Riafio and Wastl-WaR2éQ6b: 1602). Although one of the
oldest industrialized countries of Europe, Swited's industrialization process
developed unevenly and in certain specific secfdmmer, 1998: 654). In fact, the
Swiss economy has long been bolstered by statdisaed alliances between export-
oriented industries and more protectionist-prorgusgtries such as agriculture and the
handicrafts (Afonso, 2007: 9). At the beginning thfe twentieth century, large
infrastructure projects for building roads, tunnéhgsough mountains, and building
construction necessitated large amounts of labmreby leading to an increase of
foreign workers. Although the issue biberfremdunghas already been discussed as
contributing to the historical waves of stricternmgration policy, Afonso (2007: 9)
argues that over time and particularly in the 19&0d 1990s Switzerland moved from a
relatively laissez-faire immigration policy to a rmo centralized and stricter
implementation. This is partially due to the emsie community of Swiss economists
who have often framed the issue of immigrant cbation to the economy as a policy
that has “benefited low productivity domestic sestand hampered the competitiveness
of the Swiss economy”. They argue that the buffiat immigrant work has served to
shield the Swiss economy from unemployment and @oanstagnation has propped up

the economy in an unstable manner. Instead, fre&ahaolicies with more targeted
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immigration policy would benefit the Swiss econobmgtter (Afonso, 2007: 22). This
argument has gradually been realized in policy,ctvhinas led to more high-wage
workers immigrating to Switzerland and refugeeseiad serving as low-wage workers.
Discriminatory hiring practices within white-coll@ectors were highlighted by several

refugees in this study, as later chapters will show

As stated before, the mid-1990s showed a shargaserin the percentage of asylum
applications that were accepted. While in 1986 fe8cent of all asylum applications
from Turkish citizens were accepted, in 1995 tigure had reached 47.1 percent. Four
thousand seven hundred applicants from Turkey wgented asylum status by
Switzerland between the years of 1986 and 1999 it overall rate of 9.1 percent
(Holzer et al., 2000: 254). It is important to poaut that not all of those whose asylum
applications are rejected are deported. Many staydars applying and re-applying and
fall under a relatively new category of foreignémoancan not be deported back home but
also does not have the status of refugee and damark (Holzer et al., 2000: 254). This
creates a problematic existence for some refuge#ss thesis, who wish to establish a
life and work but can not due to such restrictionkere is also the added issue of
mobility among cantons when languages are differ@ntarge number of refugees
coming to Switzerland do not speak French, Germaiitalian and therefore learn the
language in the canton in which they are basealftdf that preliminary period in which
they are required to stay in that canton they detodnove to another canton with better
job opportunities, social or familial networks, other potential reasons, there is the
added difficulty of having to learn another langeaghe small geographical size of the

country adds to that problem.
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1.4.3. Swiss National Identity

There is a fundamental paradox for anyone studymngyation issues in Switzerland:
how does one explain the presence of a strong s#ndeerfremdungn such a multi-
lingual, con-federal society wheudifferencehas been the ideational basis on which
deliberative democracy has developed? While SwWarmdris a multilingual country, it
would not be entirely correct to call it multinatel. As Stojanovic (2003: 49-53) points
out, although the German, Italian, and French cantof Switzerland constitute
linguistically diverse communities, they are notioms in the sense of having separate
ethnic or cultural identities. In fact, the variooantons of Switzerland evolved into
communities before the French, German, or Ital@mon-building eras. Switzerland can
best be described as a “voluntaristic nation”, Whis held together by “direct
democracy, multiculturalism, and federalism” (Daten, 2008: 57), but also one
characterized by a deep connection to the geograptyparticular cantonal and local
community allegiances. Zimmer (1998: 655) evengalk a particular strain in Swiss
intellectual thought that had historically shunneddernity and exalted the Alps as
symbolizing what was pure and unchanging about Zewdnd. Such a close-knit
relationship to geography and local community campimblematic for migrating peoples
because of hostility they may encounter from a paimn not characterized by

cosmopolitanism or exposure to foreigners.

Swiss citizenship itself, however, is multi-layeradd consequently there are three
levels: community, cantonal, and national (Dahind2®08: 73). In a study based on
Swiss allegiance conducted in the 1990s, researdoeind that of Germanophone,

Francophone, and Italophone groups, all show onragee 75% allegiance to
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Switzerland, 50-75% show allegiance to the canttre (Germanophone regions
professing a larger degree of allegiance), 50%hé&ldcal community, and only about
45% for linguistic community (Stojanovic, 2003: 73h effect, while the Swiss are
diverse in terms of language and tied to their llecanmunity, they are also extremely

loyal to the idea of a Swiss national identity {(Stmvic, 2003).

In regards to relations with immigrant groups thexests a sharp divide between insider
and outsider, even with French- and German-speakera other countries. The
discourse on foreigners is characterized by thevahg: “ethnic or national groups are
regarded as fixed variables and group formationnohigrants along ethnic lines is
taken for granted” (Dahinden, 2008: 58). Immigraamsl refugees are viewed in terms
of identity as extensions of their homelands, aheé further away these groups are from
their original national territory, the greater thmiltural distance’ from the Swiss is
perceived to be” (Dahinden, 2008: 58). This agaiasgback to the issue of geography
and proximity to Switzerland itself. While Germaare still considered foreigners in
Switzerland, they are often seen as closer in taimdentity to the Swiss than Turks,
who are often viewed as closer than Sri Lankanss ©hreflected in the respective
decrease in distribution of residency permits ttiomals from those countries (Holzer et

al., 2000).

In addition to the historical nation-building presein Switzerland, aspects of the
political governing structure also shape natiodahtity, as is true of any country. The
use of the popular initiative and referenda withie Swiss semi-direct democracy

system means that citizens can often introduce legwglation or attempt to change
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existing law, with certain exceptions (Linder, 199 fact, as Riafio and Wastl-Walter
(2006b: 8) point out, the push for tightening asyland refugee laws often comes from
popular initiatives started by citizens. The majoof the time these initiatives fail but
still serve a purpose in shifting the public diss®utowards the citizen groups’ side and
pressuring existing governments to follow up witfjhter restrictions. It is often the
Swiss government that takes a more positive viematds immigration and the rising
popularity of the right-wing party, th&VP, can partially be explained by public
dissatisfaction with such governance (McGann anddkelt, 2005). Under such strict
citizenship laws, it is difficult for refugees taaig the right to vote and therefore
participate in the Swiss direct democracy systelms Treates an uncomfortable space
for political refugees from Turkey, whose politiGtivism in their homeland was the
very reason why they were exiled. The fact thaty treggely come from educated
backgrounds (Fibbi et al., 2003: 219) and perhbps previous political activism, also
leads to frustration when they are unable to ppgte in the civic and political life of

the hostland due to excessively restrictive citkham laws.

While factors such as demographic trends, natiateltity, and governance structures
undoubtedly play a role in the refugee resettlenpotess, Switzerland is part of a
broader trend often termed “Fortress Europe”, wineredustrialized countries within
the European sphere are tightening their bordeaghasigimmigration due to the intra-
European free movement of labor and the controvémsyssue engenders at the voting
booth (Holzer et al., 2000: 252). As will be seenater chapters, the time of arrival of
refugees has greatly affected their experiencésamefugee resettlement system. Many

who came immediately after the 1980 coup encoudtanmmore relaxed ardissez-faire
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system of resettlement while those who came laiethe decade or in the 1990s

encountered a state much more concerned with egestintrol over refugee lives.

1.5. Conclusion

What ties together the history of the leftist moesmin Turkey and the refugee regime
in Switzerland is the collective movement of thawds of people fleeing the military
regime in the post-1980 period, as this chapterilhagrated. In the first instance the
Turkish state defined this group of people basedheir contentious political activism
(often colored by ethnic status), while in the setdhe Swiss state defined them as
“asylum-seekers” or “refugees”, this time accordingthe reasons for their migration.
At the same time, issues of ethnic, religious, eddcational background; gender; time
spent in prison; and time of arrival in host coyrdil play a role in how these actors
experience the Turkish state and Swiss refugedtlesent regimes. The remainder of
this thesis, therefore, will be concerned with deiaing to what degree this experience
of leftist activism and forced migration constitsita diasporic collective identity. The
following chapters draw on theory and fieldwork situate the role individuals
themselves play in the larger historical and infithal processes discussed in this

chapter.
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CHAPTER 2

COLLECTIVE IDENTITY IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND DIASPOR A

THEORY

2.1. Overview of Chapter

For refugees or exiles maintaining memories of Hante political activism and
adapting to hostland involve a negotiation betweersonal beliefs and the necessity to
survive. The collective identity formation procesfsTurkish and Kurdish refugees in
Switzerland has involved the transformation of théeology, which here refers to the
political world-views on which their activism wasased. In this chapter | deal
specifically with the often contentious issue ofi@ctive identity formation through the
respective literatures of social movements andpdias This will provide the theoretical
groundwork for my fieldwork findings detailed intéa chapters. | hold that for Turks
and Kurds and perhaps other exiled political comitres) adaptation to the host country
involves a process of identity renegotiation thatcharacterized by certain shared

collective experiences and intra-movement contantio

The following questions are posed and addressedighout the chapter: how does the
literature on social movements and collective idgmbntribute to understandings of the

transnational and diasporic existence of refugees exiles? Likewise, how is the

57
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

diaspora approach a useful tool in understandiegidentity formation of groups that
have fled their home country? What happens to cile identity when a social
movement is severely repressed by state institsi@o its members are forced to flee?
To what degree is collective identity within socialovements characterized by
contention and dissimilarity between members rathan unified beliefs? What power
inequalities are reproduced within social movemants$ within the diaspora? Finally, is
there a foundation for political or ideological ieélto be part of diasporic identity

formation?

Before that, however, it is useful to define sorhéhe key terminology. Though capable
of being understood in different ways, a social sroent essentially refers to the
collective action of a group of individuals wishing effect change from the ruling
power structure. As Diani (2000: 1) points outythe
cannot be reduced to specific insurrectmm®volts, but rather resemble strings of
more or less connected events, scattemedsatime and space; the organizations,
with various levels of formalization, lindkén patterns of interaction which run
from the fairly centralized to the totatlgcentralized, from the cooperative to the
explicitly hostile. Persons promoting amddopporting their actions do so not as
atomized individuals, possibly with similalues or social traits but as actors
linked to each other through complex welbasxahanges, either direct or mediated.
Social movements are in other words, cormalel highly heterogeneous network
structures.
Diani takes a more network-based approach to utadehsig social movements and this
definition in particular fits the diffuse and mutirganizational nature of the Turkish
leftist movement of the 1970s and 80s in contrasmnbre structured and hierarchical
social movements. In addition to its organizatiodiahracteristics, the movement was

also heterogeneous in terms of political belief atithic, gender, class, religious, and

cultural background. Such a definition allows farapproach that takes into account the
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“negotiation and malleability of identities andengsts”, particularly when networks are
viewed as “communicative structures” that are gcéind acted upon (Keck and Sikkink,
1998: 218-219).This does not mean, however, tleethre no commonalities within the
movement that emerged in Turkey. Economic equajitgtice, youth involvement in

politics, socialist reforms, and revolution constt broad aims that nearly all activists

viewed as desirous and worth mobilizing for.

The particular case of the leftist movement in Byrland its activists diverges, however,
from the majority of the literature in a few key yga First, this movement was most
active during a high-risk period and was subsedyenippressed by a military coup.
Issues of mobilization and motivation are likely be very different from social
movements active in relatively stable countriexddéd, a large portion of the literature
takes a look at movements within the United Stated Europe. While there have
certainly been high-risk movements within the Wist®orld in the twentieth century,
(the Irish Republican movement and American civwghts movement being such
examples), the majority of the movements studiethenWestern world have tended to
be those working within the institutional paradigmgt directly challenging it. The
Turkish leftist movement, however, was one thatordy was seeking to effect regime
change but also was subsequently repressed by i@mrgnigovernment. Third, this
research is being conducted witbhrmer activists who both through the geographic
displacement of exile and the effects of time, aregaging primarily with their
memories of past activism. Some researchers vieh sesearch as contributing to a
“retrospective bias”, wherein certain memories agmvileged over others and

reinterpretation is a methodological problem (Whi2807). | take the view, however,
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that reinterpretation is a constant and everydagtme and that the memories activists
choose to report are significant in and of themesIFinally, much of the literature on
social movements stresses the commonalities oftitgemwithin the movement.
However, social movements are characterized by pdifferences and contention as is
any other social institution. In fact, this thesseks to understand those power
differentials and how they contribute to divergende leftist political identity. This
chapter, therefore, will broadly look at the soambvements literature while taking

these four concerns into account.

As for diaspora, the question as to whether thgretsesuch a phenomenon as “leftist
diasporic identity” diverges from the diasporarkiteire. Whether one takes a typological
or process-oriented view (as will discussed in no@eth further in the chapter), the unit
of study tends to be focused on similar religiowajonal, or ethnic groups. The diaspora
section in this chapter aims to open up the pddgilmf examining identity through
political affinity or ideology, rather than justhetic or national allegiances. In following
the temporal order of refugee movement, the chaptdivided into two main sections:
(1) an overview of the social movements literatanel its views on collective identity;

and (2) a section on both theoretical and empifindings in the research on diaspora.

2.2. Collective ldentity within Social Movements

Although the leftist political refugee flow out dlrkey is by no means homogenous in

terms of ethnicity, gender, class, or even levableblogical commitment and activism,
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it is useful to examine social movements becausy pinovide a channel through which
politically active individuals negotiate and renégte the parameters of their identity.
Particularly for activists in Turkey, the discoureé socialism, communism, justice,
revolutionary politics, and liberation were key mtiey themes around which a very
diverse movement coalesced. The theoretical maleieeyed below are representative

of the various ways scholars view collective idgnti

2.2.1. Resource Mobilization Models

Until recently the resource mobilization and polli process models were the
preeminent ways of examining how groups form ineorith seek redress from the state
or change in society. These perspectives tendeftbdos more on organizational

explanations and historically-grounded attemptgdm access to the political systems,
respectively (Diani, 2000: 157-158). Within the oesce mobilization paradigm,

individuals are seen as rational actors and coliedtentity is built through networks

based on the availability of resources and movenheadership capable of taking

advantage of those resources (McAdam et al., 198%hin these theories however,

identity tends to be viewed as primarily instrunamtr as a tool with which people can
be mobilized and motivated to act. Similarly, polt process theory or political

opportunity theory also emphasizes how movementsecabout according to political

opportunities and then refashion those opportuitleough collective mobilization

(Tarrow, 1994).

This perspective does aid, however, in understanttia role political opportunities and

state structures play. The role of the state iarblerelevant in the case of the Turkish
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leftist movement. Without understanding state idggland military intervention, it is
difficult to understand the diasporic scatteringpafiitical exiles throughout Europe.
Nonetheless, as previously pointed out, much of dsbeial movements literature
concerns low-risk activism. The systematic use @pression by states on social
movements is an under-studied area (Edelman, ZZ8¥). There is some research into
how movements challenging state institutions amimes often face more repression
than pro-state movements, as a study comparing s&gression of anti-state IRA
activities and pro-state paramilitary forces in tdern Ireland shows (White, 1999:
196). Similarly, Schneider’s (1995) study of artite mobilization during the Pinochet
regime in Chile highlights how relations betweeritmal organizations and informal
networks of poor and working-class in the shantyiewed to a cultural movement of
resistance against the regime. However, she aihaeghe economic crisis of the era,
not identity issues, provided the political oppaity for Communist organizations to
skillfully play sides off on one another (SchneidE995: 15-16). State repression often
plays a role in mobilizing people to become pddillig active, particularly when certain
segments of the population are targeted. As WRIB®T: 288) points out, “recruitment
into a social movement changes one’s location & ghcial structure, one’s social
networks, and one’s self”. Joining a movement makedear statement in regards to
how one views the legitimacy of the state. Themefdrcan be argued that the degree to
which political opportunities open up for movemembbilization is linked to types of

state institutions.

This does not mean, however, that all membersefitbvement react in the same way

to state institutions or political opportunitiesatRer, the process of framing that arises

62
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

sets out a new perspective on an issue or probte@tnnmembers of a group seek to
redress or have chosen to identify themselves Yidilani, 2000: 162). Benford and
Snow (2000) draw on Goffman’s concept of the fratoeoffer the importance of
meaning construction in social movements. Goffmawed frames as “schemata of
interpretation” that allow subjects to integratentextualize, and order experiences in
their lives and the larger society (Goffman citadBienford and Snow, 2000: 614). The
scholars extrapolate that concept to social movésneim this perspective, social
movement actors are “signifying agents” who arévabt involved in the creation and
maintenance of meaning through a dynamic process @laracterized by contention
(Benford and Snow, 2000: 613-614). Such an undwmisig implies that social
movements do not just grow out of previously ergtideologies but rather involve the

shaping of those very ideologies.

While consideration of opportunity through polifiséructure is important to consider, it
does not address the free rider problem (Wood, 2@assley, 2003: 52). In other
words, why would anyone join a movement whose beneiill reach beyond the
immediate members, particularly in high-risk com$&x Identity-based perspectives
attempt to address this issue, as the next sewilbiiustrate. The resource mobilization
paradigm also does not address the cultural aspéat®vements themselves, and how
belonging to a movement can become an end initselfmerely the means to a clearly

stated end (Polletta, 2004; Polletta and Jaspé4,)20
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2.2.2. ldentity-based Perspectives
Recent research has more explicitly explored thecept of collective identity within
social movements. The collective identity perspectddresses thehy questions of
social movements in addition to thew, for example, why people choose to join
movements when considering the free rider issue tlae cultural effects and norms that
develop out of social movements (Polletta and JaQ®91: 283-284). In a sense, rather
than examine what social movements achieve by W20 hindsight (e.g. looking at
the legislation enacted as a result of the cight$ movement in the United States),
newer research examines how social movements cagitdse of active identity- and
meaning-making. Part of what participants in sudvements achieve is a new sense of
identity, one that most importantly is shared astb® group. Polletta and Jasper (2001:
285) define collective identity as:
An individual's cognitive, moral, and enuial connection with a broader
community, category, practice, or instibati It is a perception of a shared status or
relation, which may be imagined rather teaperienced directly, and it is distinct
from personal identities, although it maynh part of a personal identity.
In such a definition, identity is not a separatemmenon that acts as a motivating
factor to join a movement and exists separatelynfnostitutions such as the individual.
It is also not a “rational action” or merely a cwhl construction creating all subsequent
rationalities or interests. In this perspectivethea, identity is conceptualized as
constituting a relationship between “discursivecficees” and societal structures, with
the direction of causality diminishing in importan(Polletta and Jasper, 2001: 285). It
also places more importance on the “shared setlgfb and sense of belongingness”

that characterize not only the external identityhaf movement as a whole but also how

actors within the movement view themselves in r@hato others (Diani, 2000: 161).
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An in-depth study of left- and right-wing activists the United States also highlighted
how activism was an expression of identity and & whfurther constructing identity
rather than merely a strategic decision of movenhegders to mobilize for collective
petitions of rights or changes in political struets (Teske, 1997). Research into
American anti-nuclear activists also revealed #gdlitarian decision-making structure
within the organization related to the politicainai of the movement itself (Downey,
1986). Likewise, leaders and participants of theefioan civil rights movement of the
1960s consciously chose a strategy of nonviolevit disobedience as reflecting the

types of rights they were lobbying for (Isaac, 2008

Some more critical approaches dismiss a differermmween structure and
culture/agency and view culture rather as (Poll&@@®4: 100):
the symbolic dimension of all structuresstitutions, and practices (political,
economic, educational, etc.) ... Culturéhisstpatterned and patterning; it is
enabling as well as constraining; and d@bservable in linguistic practices,
institutional rules, and social ritualsh@&t than existing only in people’s heads.
Similarly, emotions too can be viewed as constiutf relations and phenomena in the
social world (Goodwin et al.,, 2001: 9). Rather thaawing emotions as irrational
crowd-based behavior or individual-based inner kectsfonly, this approach views them
as an important aspect of the motivations and Hasisollective identity and therefore
motivation to join a movement (Goodwin et al. 20@44). “Injustice frames” serve as
one way movement leaders recruit but also a powenfiwtional motivation for identity-

based claims (Goodwin et al., 2004: 8, 9). As Gamd®92: 32) points out, of all the

emotions, injustice is most closely associated Vititle righteous anger that puts fire in
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the belly and iron in the soul”. On the other haemhotions can also be manipulated,
subconsciously hidden, or viewed as dangerousnmwement (Goodwin et al., 2001
14-15). Part of the fieldwork conducted in thisea<sh is devoted to understanding the
motivations for joining a movement and the potdntade that emotions play in this
process. Reasons for joining relate to the broadere of collective identity. Just as an
individual's background may lead him or her to joén movement, being in the
movement itself can also be the goal for the typeentity formation and emotional
work in which they wish to engage. As Emirbayer &wldberg (2005: 493) point out,
however, emotional ties to movements are oftenrnmpged and can be quite
contentious. These interruptions can lead to dsdinment and abandonment of
movement ideals and practices, something which Il analyze further within the

memory work former activists engage in when reggltheir movement activism.

2.2.3. Social Movements and Networks

Network analysis also utilizes a similar understagdf identity when explaining why

people choose to join certain movements. Insteadienfing motivations as based in
allegiances to more-or-less fixed categories sushethnicity, gender, and class, it
instead advocates to look at networks of sociahtiats, with patronage, urban
communities, and political organizing being somearegles that lie outside of the
traditional relationships thought of as relevanstzial movement organizing (Polletta
and Jasper, 2001: 288). Informal networks withicalacommunities are also especially
important (Diani, 2000: 160; Schneider, 1995). Exang networks and collective

identity is useful because it not only takes intcaunt the influences of family, peer

groups, and professional ties, but also allowsdisearcher to see how diasporic groups
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keep up with networked relationships from the h@nélwhile in the hostland and how
they form new relations. In other words, using thpproach can address the issue of
whether or not diasporic groups that come fromaasonovement in their homeland are
retaining similar types of networks or seeking nawenues for themselves. More
importantly, looking at networks also allows oneawalyze the milieu within which
activists are socialized and to what extent theylern into environments that facilitate

(or perhaps even ensure) movement participation.

Emirbayer and Goldberg (2005: 491) view power witlsocial movements as
transactional and that power ‘is itself not a sabsé or a possession to be “seized” or
“held” ... but rather, an outgrowth or effect of thedative positions that actors occupy
within one or more networks’. This relational ungtanding can account for the
contentious aspects within social movements. Irhsaic understanding, educational
background or ethnic identity may become a markat stratifies movement structures
in unequal ways. In addition, looking at this netkeml understanding of collective
identity allows the researcher to analyze instavdesn the “sense of belongingness”,
often taken for granted within study of social maents (Diani, 2000: 170), isot
shared by all coming from that movement. The faigin felt by women in exiled leftist
communities from Chile (Eastmond, 1993) or Kurdsthwi the Turkish leftist
movement, for example, represents how this intraenment “bargaining process”
functions (Diani, 2000: 170). This term referste process individuals engage in when
dealing with thoughts that diverge from the comnimaiiefs and modes of operating

within the organization or movement itself.
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2.2.4. Youth Activism

As Braungart and Braungart (1990: 276-277) foundhigir study of former left- and
right-wing youth leader activists in 1960s Americegt only did politics (and their
participation in it) play a key role in construg@irmeaning and identity throughout
activists’ lives, but the generational aspect piedi a collective identity of being
together in an important and exciting time in higtoLikewise, while the leftist
movement in Turkey was comprised of overlappingdgenethnic, religious, and class-
based identities, one feature that did characténieenajority of the participants (though
certainly not all), was age. With a large amounb@fanizing occurring in high schools
and universities (sometimes even middle schodtg)spirit of the 1960s was manifest
in the organizing itself all the way up to the 198fup. To quote one activist, “1968

came late to Turkey”.

The aforementioned study found that while the emshor specific issues of concern
changed over time, most of the former youth leadet@ined their core set of political
beliefs (Braungart and Braungart, 1990). The ljele perspective that the scholars
used argues that inter-generational differenceait pf a developmental process that
adolescents go through when entering into adulthdodarge part of that process
involves questioning authority, establishing sdintity amongst peer groups, and often
joining political and social movements advocatirtarge (Braungart and Braungart,
1990: 245). As Braungart and Braungart (1990: 2p@int out in regards to the
interview process of participants’ recounting thregmories:
the interest is less in accuracy of theoantthan in how events have been

remembered and interpreted, for it is thes&pretations that have affected
subsequent perceptions, attitudes, an@nsgs to politics ... Of special interest is
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how young individuals come to attach tipsirsonal lives to history as a part of a

generational movement, and, in turn, thectfof that experience on the course of

their adulthood.
An interesting commonality to emerge from the stuwhs the importance of singular
societal events and how that affected the family. itxamples include McCarthyism
for the both leftist and conservative activistg tivil rights movement for leftists, and
the Hungarian uprising for conservative activigikis is a relevant point to consider
when studying the migration of political refugeesni Turkey also. Events such as the
bloody events of May 1, 1977, the massacres in 19 Kahramanmasa and of course
the coups of March 12, 1971 and September 12, 2B§0ayed an important collective
role in the lives of political activists, as didd®idy Sunday for Irish Catholic activists
and the Pinochet coup in Chile (White, 2007: 298hrteider, 1995). In addition, in

many ways, the two coups in Turkey acted as geperdtdividers of leftist activists,

with the earlier coup influencing the generatioradfivist youths coming after it.

Many respondents in the Braungart and Braunga@Q)LStudy pointed out that values
and attitudes were often more important than palitviews per se, and that issues such
as Jewish identity for the leftist activists playad important role. The association
between Jewishness as a religious and ethnic igeand leftist politics in the United
States is relevant to the study of leftist ideatadjbent within Kurdish and Alevi groups
in Turkey. While the state-society relations areadly quite different between the two
cases, they do both present examples of minorityres characterized by contentious
attitudes towards the political structure. Furthere no political activists came from
homes where both parents were of the opposite ademal bent (Braungart and

Braungart, 1990: 258-259). Family clearly influemcecruitment into political activism,
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and research has shown that activists who areeinéied by their family politically tend
to stay more politically engaged for longer (Wh2€07: 291). Aside from the issue of
generational collective identity and familial inflaces, such findings beg the question of
the degree to which activists really choose thewvement participation. On the
superficial level, there seems an obvious choidevéen becoming actively involved
and staying “neutral”, but in many cases, the issfieagency becomes clouded.
Particularly in repressive contexts, where familgmipers can be punished for what
their relatives do or where extreme discriminatiotors the everyday fabric of life, the
clarity of mobilization becomes harder to ascerthiill explore this issue further in the

fieldwork chapters.

2.2.5. New Social Movements Perspective

The New Social Movements (NSM) perspective, popyplarticularly in Europe and
Latin America, takes a more contextualized viewcohtemporary social movements.
Rather than being concerned with explicitly ecoroissues, its scholars argue that
modern-day movements are mostly concerned withpaseérialist and post-1968 issues
of identity and quality-of-life, often those thatach beyond merely national issues
(Pichardo, 1997). Examples include the gay rightsjronmentalist, animal rights, anti-

globalization movements, and so on (Edelman, 208&).

Perhaps more importantly, rather than taking atrungentalist view of identity, this
theory views the actual movement work as an exmess identity, which is also a part
of the everyday practices of people. Movements #&dsal to be “self-reflexive” and

concerned with making tactical and organizatioraices in line with their particular
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political beliefs (Pichardo, 1997: 415-416). Altlgbuthe new social movements (NSM)
approach has emphasized identity politics baseduttural self-identification (Diani,
2000; Polletta and Jasper, 2001; Hunt et al., 19843lso represents a post-1960s
repudiation of the traditional left-right paradigiinaclau & Mouffe in Edelman, 2001:
289):
the NSMs emerge out of the crisis of modgreind focus on struggles over
symbolic, informational, and cultural resmes and rights to specificity and
difference. Participation in NSMs is itsalfjoal, apart from any instrumental
objectives, because everyday movementsipeacembody in embryonic form the
changes the movements seek. The NSMs difseial conflictuality to more and
more numerous relations”.
This proliferation of “points of antagonism” prods “new social subjects” whose
“multiple social positions” complicate interpretats of political agency based on a
single, privileged principle of identity (Laclau Mouffe in Edelman, 2001: 289). On the
outset, the Turkish leftist movement seems to ligkonthe struggles of the traditional
Marxist paradigm, not an NSM one. However, | argjuat “struggles over symbolic,
informational, and cultural resources and rightsgecificity and difference” as quoted
above, though not a stated aim of the movemeagsa source of contention amongst
Turks and Kurds, Sunnis and Alevis, and men and &omithin the movement. This
contention spilled over into the diaspora as walleffect, the idea that NSMs contend
with way of life issues while explicitly leftist @nanti-state movements do not ignore the
identity-constructing aspect of those social movetsiealso (Edelman, 2001: 288).
Nonetheless, the NSM perspective helps to placectilective identity of former

activists in exile, whose political concerns maydahifted more in line with issues of

individual growth and choice. That too will be aéslsed in further chapters.
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As outlined above, the theories discussed until offer useful aspects with which to
study the Turkish leftist movement of the 1970s 4®@0s. However, the question
remains as to what happens to collective identibntested though it may be, after a
traumatic fissure within the movement. | argue thany of the activists involved in the
Turkish leftist movement were from a young age aomed into a perspective
characterized by a certain critical stance towé#ndsstate. Here | stress an understanding
of the state as espousing a Kemalist ideology cheniaed by hegemonic Turkish-Sunni
practices, as outlined in the first chapter of thissis. The fact that many activists were
Kurdish and Alevi lends credence to the idea ohsaicritical stance. This is arguably
true also for Turkish exiles who share many of fibkowing phenomena: childhood
influences from family; youthful activism and theultural and symbolic resources”
used in social movement activism (Crossley, 2008); $ear of arrest and actual
incarceration and torture; the process of fleeiagcountries in Europe with fake
passports through criss-crossing networks of synipatis and former activists; relations
with the Swiss state in gaining refugee status; thett subsequent career and political
choices. Thus while the very nature of being atjali activist involves being actively
opposed to the established order and “entails aitoun of a reflexive disposition”
(Crossley, 2003: 55), the fracturing of a socialveraent changes many key aspects of
an actor’s political and personal identities. D@mgptheory may offer mechanisms for

addressing such changes.
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2.3. Diaspora: Theoretical Perspectives and Empirad Findings

For many activists involved in social movementst tti@ectly challenge a repressive
political order, the threat of imprisonment, toguand even death often leads to the
necessity to flee the country. The majority of gn@snigrating from Turkey in the wake
of the 1980 military coup settled in the variousiivies of Europe and today constitutes
what may be considered a diaspora. The term “diasps a religious concept dates
back to the mass dispersal of ancient Jews ana shven has been used to refer to,
among others, the Armenian, African, and Chinesmroanities forced from their
homelands to various locations around the worldléBu2001; Cohen, 1997). The long
and storied history of the term makes it importémtclarify how it is studied in
contemporary social science scholarship, howevafra8's (1991. 191) following
definition of the term has often been used in sigy@ comparative understanding of
diasporic groups: “dispersal to two or more loaasio collective mythology of
homeland, alienation from hostland, idealizationaitirn to homeland, and an ongoing
relationship with homeland”. In addition to thesmatures, the following can also be
added to the notion of diaspora: “a self-awaremssa group of its own existence, that
the perceived relationship to a homeland can bleoreanagined, and that temporally it

should last at least over one generation” (Bugéfl: 192).

While popular, Safran’s conceptualization has bd@ewed as problematic by scholars.
Clifford (1994) critiques Safran’s “ideal type” uagtanding of diasporas as confining

diasporic experience too closely with predetermiaed atomized groups. He instead
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argues that for displaced peoples, “decentereerdatonnections may be as important
as those formed around a teleology of origin/reténd a shared, ongoing history of
displacement, suffering, adaptation, or resistanag be as important as the projection
of a specific origin” (Clifford, 1994: 306). In thisense communities dispersed to
various locations share not only memories of homldut also the everyday
experiences of exile. Rather than maintaining ficstalation with a homeland frozen in
time, these communities are actively engaging iangmg notions of their experience
that is shared and can be termed “diasporic”. lditash, the tensions that exist within
such groups also constitute part of their iderdgya diasporic community. Such a notion
of diaspora necessarily includes the “politicaigtgfles to define the local, as distinctive

community” (Clifford, 1994: 7).

By examining the theoretical and empirical findingghin the literature on diaspora,
therefore, this section assesses its capacity fitaiexthe collective political identity of

the Turkish and Kurdish community in Switzerlanddamow it may be possible to
conceptualize a leftist exiled community as a diaap This part is divided into two

categories: a brief summary of the main theoretieddate within diaspora theory over
using a typological or process-based approachovieitl by an empirical section that
analyzes research conducted on various diasporimmemities and how their

experiences may compare to the more specific exawipKurds and Turks in Europe.
Diasporic communities often engage in what Benedmtlerson terms “long-distance
nationalism” (Anthias, 1998: 564; Tambiah, 200011 Turner, 1998; Van Bruinessen,
1998: 48). As many Kurds became disillusioned wii Turkish leftist movement due

to its neglect of issues specifically related tordish repression, the focus for many of
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them began to turn towards the Kurdish nationafisvement and achieving statehood
for the region in Turkey. While this connotes attiethe home country, it is becoming
increasingly clear that the collective identity afscattered community is not merely
characterized by a singular conception of homendefiby nationalism, but are instead
constructing new identities based on the transnatinature of their existence. In many
ways, the word “diaspora” itself is “a travelingrte in changing global conditions”
(Clifford, 1994: 302) and likewise its use withimetsocial sciences has also changed. It
therefore presents opportunities for scholars ttiebeconceptualize how economic
migrants, refugees, and political exiles transfoigntiheir identity with multiple notions
of home. My aim is to build on the literature oisttsection in order to understand
whether or not a leftist collective identity trumpgi divisions between Turkish and

Kurdish political refugees exists.

2.3.1. Typological Understandings of Diaspora

As Butler (2001: 189) points out, although populas of humans have always migrated
for various reasons throughout time, not all suabvements constitute a diasporic
grouping. Numerous scholars have attempted to @efihat constitutes diaspora and
create theoretical parameters from which reseaschan benefit. This next section
assesses such findings in order to sketch out te oseful conceptualizations of the

idea, starting first with how typologies contribiitea diasporic understanding.

The traditional mode of studying diaspora has keeomugh the ethnographic approach
of creating typologies based on reason for dispeféas effort to isolate the important

characteristics of each group has been useful aviging the field with detailed
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historiographies and contextual knowledge of vagigtoups, how reasons for dispersal
contribute to how relations with home country araimtained, and how acculturation
processes in the hostland occur. Cohen (1997)drtwe various forms of diasporic
communities that have arisen since the Jewish diasgpnd lays out five various types:
cultural, imperial, trade, labor, and victim. Hagira working definition and rich
understanding of various groups, however, can tmrier to a certain reified and static
conceptualization of diaspora which ignores theat@mn within. Furthermore, while
such typologies are no doubt useful in understandime plethora of diasporic
experiences, it precludes a “comparative schemad, tool that would allow scholars to
conceptualize groups in relation to one anotheraddition, many migrants fall into
more than one typology. A Greek Cypriot living retGreat Britain, for example, may
be understood to be within the imperial, trade, kabdr groupings (Anthias, 1998: 563-
564). It is perhaps more useful to look at the ipaldr path of certain groups of
migrating peoples, rather than the singular redsoexpulsion. As Anthias (1998: 565)
states, one otherwise runs the danger of fallibg ansituation where:
theexplanasbecomes thexplanandumThe fact that a population category may be
identifiable by an attributed origin (otharself), does not provide sufficient
grounds for treating it as a valid sociadadjcategory. The differences within the
category may be as great as those betweerategories. This is not merely a
theoretical matter; power hierarchies withroups cannot be addressed.
This is significant because such typologies of@htb take into account other factors,
such as race, gender, and class, which play aimotee formation of identities and
power relations within diaspora groups. This does mean that researchers must use
primordial understandings of ethnicity or natioeali For those in the diaspora who

identify with a certain ethnic or national identitire effects of that identity are very real

(Sokefeld, 2006: 266). These “imagined transnatioc@mmunities” are relevant
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because they reflect how certain communities viesirtplace in relation to home- and
hostland. Even in cases of contention intra-comiguthie very argument over differing
identity supports the notion that there is a basienmonality within that group

(Sokefeld, 2006: 267).

Argun’s (2003) in-depth exploration of the transmad&l dimensions oDeutschkei or
the name given to people from Turkey living in Gany, parses the idea of a Turkish
diaspora by illustrating its diversity of ethnicegligious, and ideological identities.
Accordingly, Alevis, Kurds, ultranationalists, andlamists all constitute various
groupings which at times may overlap but tend tave#-organized, well-financed, and
active in the politics of the home country. Theatieinship with the homeland may be
contentious as in the case with Kurds, or suppertas with ultranationalists (Argun,
2003: 66). This illustrates the importance of exang more deeply not only the
differences between diaspora groups but also blethintra-group differences and
subsequently the varying ways with which they faies with the home country. In
relation, Ostergaard-Nielsen (2000) also examinesks and Kurds, though she
analyzes the ways in which both groups lobby thest countries of the Netherlands
and Germany in regards to political issues of intgrare in Turkey. As she argues, the
very concept of ‘national “boundedness™ of Turkeydomestic issues are challenged
because of the intense lobbying of Western Europg@arernments, whose foreign

policies are in turn informed by these attemptaé@mard-Nielsen, 2000: 261).
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2.3.2. The Process-Based Approach to Diaspora

Other scholars treat diaspora largely as a protgssigh which migrant communities
are able to subvert their identity through transmet allegiances and new constructions
that diverge from primordial understandings of hofassentially, syncretism comes to
define new forms of identity and can be characteriby what Clifford (1994: 308)
calls “selective accommodation”, or the processmmch people make sense of where
they are living through establishing themselveslifisrent. If, for example, a person of
African descent is born in Jamaica he or she maw\him or herself as part of the
African diaspora. However, if that person then nsot@ Great Britain, he or she then
becomes part of the Caribbean diaspora or perheg@s @ Jamaican diaspora. This
highlights the difficulty of defining a diasporicaup when there are multiple identity
formations that occur during the course of a pessomgration. Rather, it is possible to
examine the processes by which social groups engaftgkasporization”, what is also
termed an “epistemology of diasporan studies” @ut001: 193). Studying diaspora as
a process also allows the scholar to examine hog tlistance nationalism can give an
exiled group a certain degree of capital in whaly reeem like a powerless situation.
Numerous scholars have addressed how migrantsefugees have engaged their home
countries through financial success and social hzalion in host countries (Levitt and
Glick-Schiller, 2004: 15) and even how the proagdgaving a homeland and settling in
a new one can result in ethnic fundamentalism ppstt of militant groups in the home

country (Anthias, 1998: 567).

Some scholars postulate that diasporic peopleitive process of “relationality” with

more urgency than other populations g®a 2008: 174). Having conducted
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ethnographic research with Kurds in Europeguko (2008: 176) argues that the
community exhibits “EuroKurdishness”, or the pracdsy which they utilize their
agency to “implode territoriality in transversalityin other words, the community
showcases a certain degree of “aterritoriality’himw they view Europe as a space for
them to negotiate their Kurdishness, often by wgllon the territorial aspects of
Kurdistan. Taking it a step further, the scholaoapostulates that, “the Kurds can be
claimed to be communicating to Europe’s aspiringophiles how to grow Euroversal”
(Soguk, 2008: 176). By examining the dynamic and oftemtested nature of Euro-
Kurdish institutions and organizations, diaspogglitis conceptualized as “diasporic
agency” in its capacity to create a post-Cartesiaderstanding of borders and space
(Sozuk, 2008: 191). This take on diaspora is signifidan many reasons, one of which
is the recognition of self-conscious understandihtansversality of groups themselves
(Soguk, 2008: 180). Groups are not only caught up jmmaeess of transnationalism, but
are actively constructing an identity characterizieg something beyond merely
homeland and hostland. They are often also williog take advantage of the
opportunities such a construction may bring tocfédange. At the same time, for those
who have crossed borders while fleeing and mayhawe the right to return, the reality

of borders remains in the construction of theitezkidentity.

The Kurdish diaspora undoubtedly constitutes oneth® most politically active
diasporic groups in Europe, largely as a resuthefcircumstances through which they
migrated (often as refugees), and that has alsxtefl the self-consciousness of that
transversality. Van Bruinessen (1998) points oat this when Kurds started arriving in

Europe in larger numbers that the growth of anietbansciousness arose. Both waves
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of gastarbeiterin the post-World War Il era onward and migratiaisrefugees both
from the region in the 1980s and 1990s all compaikat is thought to be a community
in Germany alone numbering 400,000 (Van Bruiness883: 45). The Kurdish Institute
of Paris, MED-TV, the revival of the Kurmaniji diatein Sweden as a form of “high”
Kurdish, andPKK recruitment and funding all constitute ways in ethKurdish ethnic
identity emerged in a form unique to the time ardce (Van Bruinessen, 1998).
However, the assumption of agency ing@iids argument does not leave room for the
reproduction of certain power relations that magoabe occurring in the process of
Euro-Kurdishness. How are these groups reprodugower inequalities carried over
from their homeland? What change is occurring tghothis process? The following
section will examine more closely how such commasitare negotiating the
transnational nature of their existence and thees®f both host and home country that

they deem important.

2.3.3. The Transnational Perspective

In many ways, studying diasporic communities uritier umbrella of transnationalism
seems intuitive, as the very nature of dispersamhfa homeland implies a necessary link
between host and home countries. In a Bourdieugases institutions and individuals
can be viewed as interacting in networks constituta singular transnational field,
which ‘consists of relationships between differépositions”, with various types of
“resources”, economic, symbolic, etc., flowing beem them’ (Crossley, 2003: 59). The
dimensions of transnationalism thus are “multi-disienal, encompassing structured
interactions of differing forms, depth, and breatttht are differentiated in social theory

by the terms organization, institution, and soomvement” (Levitt and Glick-Schiller,
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2004: p. 9). This approach allows one to look amzdilly how various levels of refugee
life take place on a transnational plane, whethey be familial ties, news consumption,
internet-based communication, economic remittaneesotional work, or traumatic
memory. This also lets scholars to step outsidia®f'nation-state container” (Levitt &
Glick-Schiller, 2004: 6). For many exiled activistsoming from a fractured social
movement, transnational activism can help to kelege dorms and sites of protest
(Crossley, 2003: 59). This includes the transnafiometworks criss-crossed across
Europe that allowed refugees to get out of Turkay to Switzerland, for example, and
the activism many carried out for years on behélfeftist and nationalist groups in

Turkey.

In addition to transnational flows of people, thasptwenty-five to thirty years have
been characterized by the transnational flows gitahand information in the era of
neoliberalism (Tambiah, 2000: 163-164). The pust pull factors of migration are
complex, including civil strife, economic changése fall of the Soviet Union, and
turmoil in post-colonial states (Tambiah, 2000: 16@/ithin this temporal context,
diasporic groups can be seen as representing themedern condition of
deterritorialization conceptualized within thregdg of networks: “vertical networks”,
referring to the official and unofficial procesgbsough which immigrants and refugees
try to establish an existence in host countries taradtypes of “lateral networks”, one
which attempts to preserve and build upon relatieris home communities and another
termed the “transnational global network”; in effea type of consciousness and
ordering that rises above borders of both homeharstl countries (Tambiah, 2000: 169-

170). In the case of leftists from Turkey, for maygars there were explicit relations
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between groups in Europe and their counterpartnizgtions in Turkey. The same
continues to be true with Alevi and Kurdish groupsbilizing in Europe (Sokefeld,
2006; Van Bruinessen, 1998). While both vertical &ateral networks are important for
understanding diverse phenomena like immigratiod asylum status and financial
remittances, respectively, the third process higiti a newer understanding of
transnationalism and perhaps diaspora by extenEissentially, transnational linkages
that connect diasporic groups to one another ne¢davolve around “a teleology of
return” or a real or imagined homeland; on the @yt transnationalisntself may be
just as important as traditional conceptualizatiohsome (Tambiah, 2000: 172). This is
similar to a certain degree to Clifford’s (1994)denstanding of diaspora as well.
Nonetheless, extending this type of imagining tasgdora would not be without
problems. One could argue that such an understgnaould dilute the meaning of
diaspora to the point where it can describe any igremt group. It is useful in
characterizing the nature of contemporary diaspgraups as functioning within the
“multiple modernities” of increased transnationahtan, capital, and information flows.
My research refers more to the second type ofdhteetwork and how it affects the
vertical networks within Switzerland and the redas with home communities. In other
words, is there a new type of transnational consriess amongst Turks and Kurds that
is characterized by collective memory of leftistuggle in Turkey and the adaptation
processes in Switzerland? To extend that furthieéherre is such a consciousness, is it

diasporic in nature?
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2.3.4. Political Exiles

Like diaspora, exile is a concept rooted in a relig and literary tradition and political
exiles constitute a group of people that have yaveken studied as a diaspora in and of
themselves. Instead, political refugees forced ftheir home country are often counted
as members of a national diaspora, rather tharesepting one in terms of ideological
background or political status. According to Wrighrid Zuniga (2007), the 200,000
people (approximately two percent of Chile’s popiolaat the time) who were exiled in
the aftermath of Pinochet’'s coup in Chile in 19%&hstituted a diaspora, when the
definition of diaspora is taken at its broadesian “a forced dispersion of a defined
group to multiple sites that lasted a substanimétduring which transnational ties to

the homeland were maintained” (Van Hear in Wrigid Zuniga, 2007: 31).

It was the combined phenomena of leftist defeaditehed careers, uprooting of families
and communities, torture, and mass exile as govembrpolicy that gave the Chilean
diaspora a particular character, similar to otleftist groups exiled in the latter part of
the twentieth century from South America (Wrightlatuniga, 2007: 32). As with any
other diasporic group, nonetheless, the processmoffement and host country
experience changed members in different ways. Fole@nhs in Western Europe (and
some who experienced life in Communist Europe leefgoing to Western Europe),
exile not only affected their views on their honmctry but also their ideology. As one
Chilean puts it, “before the coup we gave less ingmee to democracy because we had
never experienced dictatorship and human rightslatoms were sporadic.
Representative democracy and socialism are intdret our discourse; in the old

discourse they were antagonistic terms” (Insulz&\inght and Zuniga, 2007: 42)n
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other words, the political socialization of theugée group in Europe led to a change
within the collective identity. With the combineccamomic woes of Chile under
Pinochet and the success of the exiled communitgdefining their exile as a violation
of their human rights, this move towards democraticialism within the disparate
Chilean communities was significant. In many walgtkish political exiles are similar
to their Chilean counterparts. My fieldwork willtetnpt to ascertain if refugees from
Turkey also went through such a process as manlg&ls, thus potentially furthering

the idea of a collective diasporic identity basadadtist ideology.

In similar fashion, Rollemberg’s (2007) accounttloé exiled Brazilian left in the years
1964 to 1979 also illustrates how the unifying ed@iof political ideology (and
radicalism to varying degrees) contains many dyoat@ments affecting the experience
of the dispersed population including socio-ecomostatus, age, knowledge of host
country language, family reunification, gender, guadty or organization affiliation (p.
82). Like the Chilean exiles, Brazilian leftists@lexperienced a sense of uprootedness
and a sharp break with a struggle in which they magsted their life’s meaning.
However, exile is not necessarily a process maskdely by a sense of lonely expulsion
but is rather characterized by a more complex fsetigs-crossing identity allegiances. It
can be described as (Rollemberg, 2007: 82):
a story of disorientation, of a crisis aelwes that meant the end of a journey for
some and the discovery of new possibilittethers. It is a story of inglorious and
futile effort to maintain an identity. Anidis a story of redefinition and
reconstruction of identity that extendetighout the phases of exile and for many
continued even after returning to Brazil.

This happened for the majority of Brazilian exileshether they were satisfied or

disillusioned by their diasporic experiences inhb@ommunist and non-Communist
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countries or content with the educational and egmknt options available to them
(Rollemberg, 2007). Essentially, the experiencegxled peoples, though varied, do
share some common characteristics through which care understand how both
memories of and reconstruction of home and idemwiityur. For many Brazilian exiles,
“homeland” implied “the armed struggle and the tation they would return to”
(Rollemberg, 2007: 87) while for others exile mealpandoning political involvement in
an attempt to start a new life (101). Likewise, foany Brazilians with a university
education and a professional career, working asrngle® or janitors presented a
humiliating demotion into jobs that Europeans oftiésh not want to do while for exiles
of a lower socio-economic class in Brazil educatlcend professional opportunities in
other countries presented a way out of poverty @mented their status as permanent
residents (Rollemberg, 2007: 99-100). The exilgalitically active groups presents a
situation characterized by numerous intersectimees of identity, but on a plane of

existence that may warrant the designation of diasp

This section of the literature review has preserdebroad introduction to the main
divergence that exists within diaspora theory, ddigon to the research conducted on
transnationalism and political exile. There areéimportant findings from this analysis
that can be highlighted. First, in order to analyhe processes at work within a
diasporic group, it is important to clearly definetaking into account the overlapping
layers of identity and transnational nature of gotoday. As Levitt and Glick-Schiller

(2004: 10) point out, “In any given study, the @sher must operationalize the
parameters of the field they are studying, and stepe of the networks embedded

within it, and then empirically analyze the strédngind impact of direct and indirect
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transnational relations”. Second, whether utilizitige social field concept, social
movements literature, or the multiple modernitiesrfework, any analysis of diasporic
communities would ideally be further helped by amlieit focus on the underlying
power relations, taking into account issues ofg;laacial and ethnic identity, and gender
within the group’s transnational identity (if suem identity can be established), in
addition to a concerted effort to understandinggbeer relations both in the home and
host countries (Levitt and Glick-Schiller, 2004; tAias, 1998). Finally, if, as Butler
(2001: 194) argues, “rather than being viewed ase#micity, diaspora may be
alternatively considered as a framework for thelgif a specific process of community
formation”, then the possibility arises of usingstigrowing epistemology of diaspora
groups to study potential formations of transnatlocommunities that have not
heretofore fallen under the rubric of diaspora. 8@xamples could be groups based on
gender, sexual orientation, or political ideologlthough special effort must be
undertaken to ensure that the concept does not ilssdefinitional and theoretical

capacity.

2.4. Conclusion

By examining both the social movements and diaspteatures, | have attempted to
establish theoretical mechanisms through whichxtorene a certain kind of collective
identity formation. This type of formation will bexplored in the following chapters,
which consist of fieldwork | have conducted with ridish and Turkish leftist activists

who now hold the status of refugee (and sometinigze) of Switzerland. In the
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following chapters, | intend to explore if and halws group of political exiles share a
diasporic collective identity based on a leftistrideiew by drawing on their past and
present activism and relations with both the Turkend Swiss states. | am also
concerned with how within this context former aisig are effecting change rather than
just reproducing existing power inequalities withireir community. As Polletta (1998:
422) points out, by their nature social movemeaggesent examples of when “agency
explodes structure” and “the taken for granted bex precarious”. As political
activists and later refugees, the intervieweeseexnces in both homeland and hostland
were characterized by precariousness as well. Hemyéweir political, professional, and
social choices and struggles represent assertibregency within often repressive
contexts. The following chapters attempt to uncohwerv political refugees have
exploded (or attempted to explode) structures ginonot only their past political

activism but also contemporary struggles withintbstland.
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CHAPTER 3

THE ROOTS OF POLITICAL ACTIVISM AND THE LEGAL PROCE SS

3.1. Overview of Chapter

While the community of political refugees from Tagkliving in Switzerland is diverse
in numerous respects, they do share certain expeseas activists in the homeland and
refugees in the hostland. This chapter will analiilp&v members of this population
forged a collective identity as activists withiret@urkish leftist movement and their
relations with the legal process in both Turkey &mwdtzerland. The legal process refers
to the repressive measures taken by the Turkish, skee related ambiguity of law of the
martial law regime, and the experience within tleéugee resettlement regime in
Switzerland. While much of these experiences ctuistia collective experience, there
are issues of ethnic and religious background,sclgender, and time of arrival to the
hostland that problematize a collective understamdf experience. Throughout the
chapter | will insert relevant quotations takennirdhe participants themselves and

analyze these accounts by drawing on the sociaements literature.

3.1.1. Demographic Information
This chapter and the next build upon in-depth inésvs | conducted in the summer of

2009 and winter 2010 in Zurich, Bern, Geneva, areldWatel, Switzerland. In the
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course of the fieldwork, | conducted 23 interviewith refugees from Turkey currently
living in Switzerland. The following table highligqthe ethnicity, religion, and gender
of the participants, in addition to other relevenfibrmation.

Table 3.1: Demographic Characteristics of Participats

Turkish 13

Kurdish 10

Alevi 13

Sunni 10

Male 18

Female 5

University graduates (in Turkey or 13

Switzerland)

Leftist Family Background 21
Spent Time in Prison 12
Left Turkey in 1980s 13

Though my initial goal was to interview more woneerd an equal number of Turks and
Kurds, it was more difficult to gain access to tlesired number of participants in such a

short amount of time. The term “leftist family bagtkund” here refers to participants

who had relatives involved in unions or left-leapwrganizations or political parties. In
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addition, all of the 12 people who spent time iih ggperienced some form of torture

and while 13 of the participants fled to Switzedan the 1980s, 12 came in the 1990s.

In addition to the information contained in the léabthe interviews revealed other
relevant findings. First, all the refugees becamelived in political activism from a

young age, many starting as young as middle scaodlmost starting in high school
continuing into young adulthood. Second, with tixeeption of one participant, most
came from villages and towns in Anatolia. Only thqgeople were born in the major
cities of Ankara and Istanbul. Their parents, hosvexcame from various towns of
Anatolia. Third, of the nine Kurds that | intervied, all were also Alevi. In other words,
none of the Kurds that | interviewed identifiediselves as Sunni. In fact, many of the
Alevis (both Turkish and Kurdish) that | talked wimentioned that they come from
Dedefamilies, a term which refers to the holy men witthe Alevi tradition. Fourth, 16

of the participants had actively been involved ineé#tist organization in Turkey,

however loose their ties may have been to thosanizgtions. Only three had been
active in a party or labor union in the homeland amnificantly, two respondents had
not been actively involved in any political orgaation or party but instead faced
repression because of their ethnic Kurdish and iAltatus. Finally, none of the

respondents are currently involved with the sangamization, union, or party that they
were originally involved with. The reasons for tall be explored further in the fourth

chapter. The following section looks more in-degtihow and why participants became

involved in leftist activism.
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3.2. The Roots of Activism

The circumstances in which the participants wene lamd raised have affected greatly
the trajectory of their political activism. Socislructures such as religious or ethnic
background, socio-economic resources, and eduehtiemel played a large role in

nudging many towards a leftist disposition. Thistsa looks at those factors in the
socialization of youth into a political discoursefided by a struggle to redress injustice

and inequality.

3.2.1. Early Influences

Significantly, the majority of the participants weborn into politically left families,
something which has been shown to greatly affekitigad ideology and activism, as the
previous chapter highlighted. With the exceptiotved former activists who came from
politically conservative backgrounds, all had immagel or extended family members
actively involved in trade unions, student orgatiaes, or leftist parties. In fact, being
born within an environment of political activismadagocialized within it was described
by several refugees as “falling into politics”. 8urssociations led many to be present at
famous events in leftist history in Turkey, suchtfss bloody events of May*lof 1978
or the Kahramanmaganassacres. Many were born in or lived in areasvknas leftist
strongholds at that time such as Artvin, Dersimgakran, or leftist neighborhoods in
Istanbul such as Kartal. Numerous study particpaadso drew on experiences of

meeting relatives or writers and activists famouthiw the leftist movement. The early
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socialization of many of the refugees within a -lfiented perspective clearly

influenced their later activism.

While family influence was significant, many paipiants pointed to the moderate
nature of their families leftist sympathies as casting with their own more radical
perspectives towards political change. The follapguotation highlights this:
My father was a leftist. He didn’t raise aea leftist but when | was 14 or 15 |
was a bit of a problem child, going to lbeal cafe, gambling, chasing girls. My
mom complained so my father took me undemwing. My father was a boxer and
his manager .was a part of a group that had separated from P/BaP™°. So |
grew into my socialist ideology around Agblavas young, too young to
understand. Of course, as | grew olderahted to be more radical. My father
thought that that was wrong. It was aroifid7 that | got more radical. Actually,
| was the one who recruited my friendsdoialism. The right-wingers were
attacking us and the establishment leftigige not taking this seriously. (Cafit
Sunni Turkish male, late forties, Marxisflinist party member, elementary school
graduate)
Cahit’s account presents the type of generationatlel that existed between earlier
leftists and the later activists, who often calted the perceived ineffectiveness of more
traditional forms of leftist politics in Turkey, sk the RPP or even the more left-leaning
TLP. Youth of the time were not then simply casief a previous generation’s leftism,
rather, they were challenging the status quo ofpifeeious generation’s activism. In
relation, using a social movements perspectivecavesee that networks played a major
role in mobilizing people to activism as in the &€ad Cahit, where rebelling against

preexisting networks was a key component to mahdiother youth (Diani, 2000). The

life-cycle perspective also posits that while faesl tend to affect the political

O TIP here refers to TLP, the Turkish Labor Party

1 All names have been changed to protect particijizmtity. | have also not given organization nases
as not to reveal too much personal information.
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worldviews of children, part of entering into adwdbd entails questioning the authority
of elders and attaching allegiances to a newerrgdoeal movement (Braungart and

Braungart, 1990).

In addition to family and peer influences, mostpmsdents pointed out the role that
curiosity played in increasing their interest iregtioning the societal structures around
them, with reading for many also serving a majde o their political socialization:

We were close to the Georgian border. Migeahad a store selling fruits and
vegetables to soldiers. There were alwatgsdf soldiers. We were in the buffer
zone against Communism. We didn’t havetetgty but you could see them
across the border, playing soccer in wefldlds. My grandfather was from
Georgia actually. So | was curious aboat thnd ... Under the stationary store
thelsci Partisi'> andDev-Sot® had offices. We always saw bearded men and
women smoking together there. | was scafddat place but | was sent there one
day by a friend ... They took me and showedtine library, music room, etc.
There was so much smoking!! But they infloed me. They would wrap the books
in newspapers and tell me to read it sBeretvould bury it and read it in the
outhouse. In the summer | would store thiemwell and read it when | had time to
myself. (Kenan, Sunni Turkish male, midties, Marxist-Leninist movement
member, university graduate)

Similar to other accounts, Kenan’'s story reflectsvhreading itself constituted a
provocative act within the societal climate of three. As he went on to explain, he had
to hide books because his family was afraid their thouse would be searched if word
got out that there were books inside. An earli@mgperson had gotten in trouble after
the 1971 coup for just such an act. Such varieksveuch as the Grapes of Wrath, the
Koran, and works by Cetin Altan (writer and fornidrP member) were mentioned by

participants as examples of works of literaturet thath excited them and drew them

2 Tyrkish Labor Party

3 Dev-So] or Revolutionary Left, was a faction that brokefrom Dev-Gengn 1978.
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towards leftist ideology and a more radical paditidisposition than their forefathers. In
this case, the spatial understanding of forbiddercgs, such as the seemingly more
developed area over the border and the officeeefTLP andev-Solplayed a role as
well in inspiring curiosity in the participant. Thin addition to the presence of men and

women smoking together which Kenan reported a®egeative act at the time.

3.2.2. Alevi and Kurdish Identity
For many participants Alevi and Kurdish identityayéd a large role in drawing them to
leftist ideology because of the historically cortiems nature between those groups and
the Turkish state. The following answers to thestjoa, “What were the reasons for
becoming politically active?” illustrate the relatiship between these minority identities
and affinity to leftist ideas:
When you think about it, | was Kurdish aldvi. You're automatically in the
leftist wind. You go to school and get ughced. As a kid you were in this and
with a bit of intellectual influence, yoedome politicized. You know there are
three K’s that have been considered dangesmce the beginning of the
RepublicKirtler (Kurds),Kizilbaslari (derogatory term for Alevis), and
Komdanistler(Communists). | only chose one of those, | wasltbe other two.
(Yavuz, Alevi Kurdish male, late forties akkist-Leninist movement and later
leftist Kurdish movement member, high sdigraduate)
Being Kurdish and Alevi means you're bottifocal and a minority. You have no
relationship with the state, there areelatives in the police or military.
Automatically you're in opposition by thatare of who you are. My family was
left-leaning but not too much. My motheddather are illiterate. (Ali, Alevi
Kurdish male, early forties, Marxist debaligb member, university graduate)
The repeated use of terms such as “automaticaflytelation to this question by
numbers of former activists highlights the percaptof being born into a status that

leads one to be “naturally” opposed to the staten&ny ways, opposition towards the

state had become a normalized aspect of theiritge@®n the one hand, Yavuz points to
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being Kurdish and Alevi as being aspects of idgrititat he was born into, while he
chose to be a leftist. However, by pointing out tfheee K’s” idea, he is implying that
the latter choice was a normal progression from dtieer two. Likewise, Ali's “no
relationship with the state” seems extreme butragarves to highlight how aspects of
the Kemalist state and Turkification of all regidmsped to develop this critical stance.
As Yavuz and Ali point out, furthermore, being b&tevi and Kurdish led to multiple

layers of minority status.

For many Kurds and Alevis this critical stance deps early in life, as the following
answer to the question of why one became interestiedtist politics shows:

| think it's because | come from two diféat cultures. My mother came from a
rich family while my father was poor. Wenealso Alevi and that had an effect.
Hiding it created conflict. It pushed megteestion things. In the summer meadow
| would go to the mosque and pretend | &asni. | learned Aleviness in Europe
actually. My grandma wouldn’t fast so | vidblie for her. There would be fights

in my neighborhood between Sunnis and AleVhese were the basic reasons.
(Zerrin, Alevi Turkish female, mid-fortiegarticipant in a communist party, some
high school)

When | came to Istanbul from Elgazi didn’t know any Turkish. People looked
down on us. As kids, people would call usdé orkiro™ to insult us and we
would deny it, “No, we’re not!” (Huseyin |évi Kurdish male, late forties,
teachers’ association and center-left pargynber, university graduate)
Many refugees noted the need to hide an aspebeofitlentity, or pretend to conform
to the majority culture. It can be argued that tleed to “play the game” of the
hegemonic Turkish-Sunni culture in their homelantl @he childhood shame they

witnessed were driving forces behind their involestnin the movement. Pretending to

be something one is not, as Zerrin and Huseyin aBd children represents the

* The term “kiro” actually means “boy” in Kurdish tiwas become a derogatory term in Turkish with
connotations of lower-class status.
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reproduction of certain social practices (e.g.if@stgoing to the mosque, and negation
of ethnic identity) that privileges certain powdrustures within society. In addition to
familial and ethno-religious background, many astydrew on the emotional aspects
of ideological sentiment as being key to their irement in the leftist movement

(Goodwin and Jasper, 2001). The following sectigpl@es this in more depth.

3.2.3. The Emotional Aspect of Becoming PoliticallActive

As pointed out earlier, the vast majority of thetiggpants came from Anatolian towns
or cities. For one younger participant who wasvacin the 1980s and spent 12.5 years
in jail, becoming a militant arose partially frofmet aspects of urban life as experienced
by rural-to-urban migration:

| was an active militant. | came to Istanioube a university student in 1985. | later
finished school and earned my degree In$aiident organizations were starting
back up again after the 1980 coup. My oizgtion> was the most active one. It's
a phenomenon. Everything that was legallegitimate becomes illegal. It was a
schizophrenic time. We were all affectedtbieing 16-17 also affected it of
course, being young. It all came togetfbe social injustice we saw, the poverty.
It all pushed me towards it. There was #isoissue of coming to the city and
seeing urban life for the first time. | bght that provincial culture with me. There
was a conflict of identity for me that nared the conflicts going on outside. | was
upset at the urban life. | guess theresréain amount of having an inferiority
complex in this also. Over time, thoughyl yome to terms with iti§met, Sunni
Turkish male, early forties, Marxist-Lershimovement member, university
graduate)

| don’t know how much was conscious or sobscious. | don’'t know. My father
was a social democrat. He was a workersam&mber oD/SK'®. He tried to
unionize and bring it to where he was wogkiHe belonged to the board of
directors. He wasn't literate but was adisare member of RPP. | grew up in a
time of parliamentary, anti-fascist frornfie students’ movement was ongoing.

15 Although here he states his organization’s narhayk changed it to “my organization” so as to @bt
his anonymity. | have also done this throughoutphseicipant excerpts.

% Devrimci Isci Sendikalari Konfederasyonar the Confederation of Revolutionary Workers'iars,
was and is the most leftist of the union confedenstin Turkey.
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This was not everyone but a minority of pleolt took time for the '68 students’
movement to hit Turkey, which happenedrih. 'Defeat isn’t an ideology, defeat is
physical. It's easy to be on the side efdppressed when you are new migrants
from Anatolia. It's already in you. (HUuseyAlevi Kurdish male, late forties,
teachers’ association and center-left pargynber, university graduate)
For both ismet and Huseyin the heady atmosphere of youthtigabl and legal
instability, and ideological clashes directly atft their perception of their own place
within society, echoing Emirbayer and Goldberg'®(02) emphasis on the role that
emotional work plays in social movements not ordyaamagnet for individuals with
certain identities but also as a site of activeniig-making. The emotions that emerge
from these accounts relate directly to issues edurality and the ways in which personal
background fits into that understanding of inegyalhot to mention the influence of
outside revolutionary culture entering Turkey a thme. By drawing on the emotion-
laden term “schizophrenic” to describe the postpceua,ismet’'s account highlights
how the intersection of legal uncertainty and yéultlunease within a newly urban
context had a direct effect on his revolutionargniegs. Though not sure of what
influenced him into leftist ideology, HUseyin’s mdection of his father, a pro-union and

pro-RPP man who was illiterate nonetheless, furilhestrates the class component of

his entrance into leftist activism.

Many activists recounted stories of oppressioniajustice and even love spurring them
on to become involved in political change. Accogdio Talat, an Alevi Kurdish male,
dedication and will was a sign of identity withilmet movement, “For us in the

movement, everything wasade'’. We were ready to give up everything for the

" The term “irade” can be translated as “will”, armhnotes a strong certainty to any action assatiate
with it.
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revolution. It grabs people.” This statement regeakeeming contradiction. On the one
hand he points to will, a type of conscious decisizaking, while on the other pointing
to “being grabbed”, almost without a choice in timatter. Other similar accounts
indicate that the notion of revolution and the eomtof the times served as an outside
force for channeling beliefs into activism. Thatiasm, in turn, was largely driven by
what the participants viewed as conscious and wiithoices. The issue of ethics and
worldview also came up as reasons, as the followuation highlights.
Of course family was an influence. How dddwsay- the ethical side, the
relationship with money, that's where yearh such values. How can | explain
this? With money and relationships withgeoThere’s a conflict between what
you see at home and reality; your persamigaltity forms accordingly. The 1968
generation also influenced me a lot. | wasiddle school and high school at that
time. It was a very exciting time. | becasyepathetic to the leftist perspective ...
But also th8ekhtasiaspect andilelamlilik. | learned all this more later. | was part
of an immigrant family. | always learned t@ give importance to money. The
important thing is friendship and havingegh to get by. To never treat someone
poorly, to help people, and to respect ywee. (Aziz Dede, Alevi Turkish male,
mid-fifties, Marxist-Leninist movement mesrbsome university)
Here Aziz Ded®, an immigrant to Turkey with his family from Maa®ula, recounts
aspects of his Alevi identity but more importanthe family culture of ethics over
outright politicsper se which echoes many of the Jewish political acts/if the 1960s
in the United States in recounting their own faatikthical influences (Braungart and
Braungart, 1990). The clash between what he sdwrae in terms of values and what
he saw outside produced a strong reaction channgledctivism. Other Alevi refugees
also drew on their Alevi background as contributtogsuch a sentiment. Rejection of

religion and God was also among the characteristtschanges from previous

generations that many refugees mentioned:

'8 Here “Dede” refers to Aziz's status as an Alevidwer and holy man. His friends affectionatelyeef
to him as “Aziz Dede” and he too refers to himseéth that moniker.
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While | was in high school, people followifaypakkay& came and influenced
me. They told us not to tell our elders thatt there was no God (laughs). So |
rejected God in 1969 ... This is not necalsalated to socialism but being a
revolutionary means looking suspiciouslynatitutions, religious ones being the
first among them. It eventually turns iatpolitical thing. (Talat, Alevi Kurdish
male, mid-fifties, conservative Marxist-lieist organization member, high school
graduate)
Interestingly, rather than tie his rejection of Gasl a youth to socialist ideals, Talat
instead ties it to a revolutionary way of looking things. Many other refugees
mentioned the revolutionary or rebellious aspecjoofing a movement in addition to
the fight against injustice or inequality. Likewjd@s expression of atheism was also

echoed by other refugees as being part of a yduythdeess of developing their political

identity as leftists.

These accounts of becoming involved in activismhigdnt how socialist ideology
became a strong tool for challenging societal stines while at the same time serving as
an ongoing form of identity construction for thdeemer activists. Family background,
ethnic and religious minority status, rural-to-urlbraigration, and emotional engagement
with inequality, injustice, and rejection of God meall factors that drew many of them
to the movement. Such a critical disposition towattie societal status quo was
eventually channeled into activism. This activismturn led to repressive measures
taken by the state against the leftist activist mamity. In many ways, this early critical
disposition is directly related to their later agm. As one refugee pointed out, “If we

were so comfortable in Turkey, we wouldn’t haverbesdicals”.

¥ jbrahim Kaypakkaya was a radical leftist organizet thinker.
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3.3. Ideological Beliefs as Activists

Questions relating to the content of ideologicdidbaevealed terms that participants
repeated throughout the interviews. The words “Btyiaequality” and
“justicef/injustice” were  mentioned thirteen times,while the  words
democracy/democratic” were mentioned 11 times, Wabcialism/socialist” used 12
times, and “communism” or “Marxism” used eight teneuring the course of the
interviews. This is, of course, in addition to atlherms such as “classless society”,
“gender equality”, “anti-imperialism”, “(in)dependee”, “revolution”, and “freedom”.
The ideology-related questions | asked turned oute highly relevant because many
refugees pointed out how important such debate emcktroversy on issues of
terminology and ideology were to their movementother words, argumentation and
intellectual debate were part and parcel of thetiad movement identity and part of the
ongoing framing process (Benford and Snow, 2008),tle following quotation
illustrates:
We debated everything. We wanted econousitige, and end to poverty,
obviously. Also, in our generation we wegacting against family authority,
guestioning men-women relations (thoughdvda't voice it so much as
feminism), we were interested in cinemaatkr, etc. We really lived in those 2-3
years! We lived so much! For example, | {daake a night bus from Aydin to
Istanbul to see a play and would come Iaekiext night. | believe '68 didn’t
happen in Turkey- only on the top, amorgdhtes. We lived it later. Men and
women lived in the same place togethead & girlfriend at 17. There were lots of
urban typegDo you see this as one social movemeXts, but it was very
diverse. My organization in Kars was veif§edent from the one in Adana. | didn’t
recognize my organization’s people from AaaThey were almost fascistic when |

got to know them in jail. (Mustafa, Alevukdish male, late-forties, Marxist-
Leninist movement member, some graduateagh
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Mustafa’s account illustrates how reacting agabwth the political, public order, and
the familial, private realm signaled a break wikte tstatus quo in regards to sexual
relations, the arts, and urbanism. The idea ofirijy68 later” arose in many refugee
accounts of the time and here Mustafa articuldtes ia working-class phenomenon at
the time that was characterized by a process d&intalabout ideas and change.
Interestingly enough, jail instead of the actutésiof activism served as a space where
divergent elements within the movement met onetaroMustafa’s description of one
city’s organizational members as being “almost &g highlights not only the
splintered nature of the movement, but also theedetp which prison played a role in

bringing such elements together.

While most refugees shared this passion for thquigibate, and socialist worldview,
ideological views did diverge. For many communisrmaswa far-off goal to aspire
towards, while for others it represented the stai@isored capitalism and despotism of
the Soviet Union. For those of the latter persuasievolution itself was a higher goal
and infused all aspects of their lives, whethespeal or public:

| never saw myself as a nationalist. Irt,fawas the opposite. Fascists were the
nationalists. Yes, we were very anti-imakst. That was the “main vein” of our
beliefs. More than Marxist, we were antpenialist and here you see the
influence of Guevara. Nineteen sixty-eigbtually came late to Turkey. But for us
Kemalism was not a sympathetic movemens, fevas a modern movement but
we didn’t identify ourselves that way. Wetwally critiqued people who believed
that. However, we can'’t critique it the samay today. Then we saw it as a
capitalist issue as in- why didn’t Atatigé socialist? But now we critique
Kemalism for different reasons- treatmefimanorities, etc. We didn’t have the
capacity to critique the statist qualitiéthe ideology because we were statists of a
sort. We had ties to Kemalism but we didgelf-identify as Kemalists. (Murat,
Sunni Turkish male, early fifties, Marxiseéninist movement member, some PhD
work)
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Murat is similar to all other Turkish participants that he explicitly did not identify
with Turkish nationalism. In this case and for mamithin the leftist movement,
nationalism was an ideology of the Other, i.e.famxists. The collective leftist identity
also developed according to how movement actomwadethemselves in relation to an
Other. At the same time, there is a process ofcsifjue that Murat also engages in.
While critiquing the statist aspects of his formmeovement, he also acknowledges that
movement grew out of such an understanding, thiasieg the findings of the literature

on the topic (Belge, 2009; Lipovsky, 1992).

In fact, nationalism and Kemalism as a whole weegen mentioned as ideological
beliefs held by the refugees, whether in the pastthe present day. Likewise,
vatanseverliloosely translated to “patriotism” but also evaeatof love of the soil or
home) was mentioned only twice. Interestingly hogrewne female refugee of Turkish
and Sunni background, Ag, questioned me on the issue of asking about adell
belief:
| don’t see what's necessarily wrong witttionalism. What can possibly tie us
together if not our country? | think thexa difference between chauvinism and
nationalism. I'm noAtaturk¢i(Atatirkist) but Atatlirk was a special person. The
way he treated women- he was respectfuatdsithem. Towards his wife, etc.
Who has been like that since him? Not evsrsuccessdnoniu was like that.
(Awe, early fifties, not directly involved in organtins, Master’s)
Although she did not identify as a nationalist @nguably takes a more nuanced view of
such ideologies, Aye’s critique of framing nationalism felt towardsufocountry” as a
chauvinist ideology reflects her own reading ofioral ideology. Her referring to

Atatirk as a “special person” highlights the muétipeadings of Kemalism (or in this

case Atatlirkism) that can be made. This readingraggs him as a person from the
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ideology based on his rule and highlights his pesitdreatment of women over
discourses of nationalism or revolutionism. In tiMay as well Aye lays claim to the
gender equality issue that she repeated throudtesunterview as being a strong part of

her leftist identity.

For those who served sentences in prison, there amasutright and impassioned
rejection of Turkish nationalism in general anasts of the Kemalist ideology as well.
Cahit served 6.5 years of a 15-year jail senteftee lbeing charged in a collective tfial
and left while his case was still pending. WhesKeal him about his current ideological
beliefs, he stated that he is still a socialistpenmunist, and a Trotskyist. Upon asking
him about his views on nationalism or Kemalism &@nkde would consider himself to
adhere to those ideologies, he stated the following
Yes, th&izil elmacilar(TKP) were like that, but me, no, I'm not a KensaliCayan
and others were Kemalists and saw Atat&r& hero but all that changed after
1980. Gezmgitoo was a Kemalist. Kaypakkaya, however, saw Akadi$ a fascist.
But, again, that all changed after 198@h€ Sunni Turkish male, late forties,
Marxist-Leninist party member, elementacii®ol graduate)
For Cahit and many others, the state repressitheirpost-1980 period led to a fervent
anti-nationalist perspective. As he points outrlatethe interview, prison time played a
role in this as well. While interviewees were faitlnited in their rejection of Turkish

nationalism, there were certainly ideological difieces within the movement, as the

following section highlights.

2 The use of mass trials is another aspect of théiahkaw period that warrants further investigatio
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3.3.1. Intra-Movement Contention
Ideological views within the movement were far framiform. The fieldwork findings
reveal how movement organizations became a sitmwtiestation for minority groups
within such as Kurds, Alevis, and women, partidylavhen the stated ideology did not
match with actual practice.
We were against injustice and inequalitydfter a while | realized that there was
injustice and inequality within the orgaatibn too. | went against it. It was a status
issue. There was hierarchical discrimimatidoecame disillusioned in jail and with
time it got worse. | was in the wrong plactually for my personality and mindset
... l was a democrat. Or, at least, that'attwould like to think | was. (Smiles) |
was a socialist. | only came face-to-fadh wationalism when | was in jail-
Kurdish, Alevi nationalism, and so on. Sanith religion. Now I'm a liberal.
(Laughs) No, I'm kidding but | don’t see s&f as a socialist. | shouldn’t sit here
and pretend I'm a socialist with the typdife | lead. | don’t want to be
hypocritical(Is your change of heart mostly from your expergeincjail?) Yes, my
experience there changed things for meylé,.&unni Turkish woman, early
forties, Marxist-Leninist movement membseriversity graduate)
Leyla’s issues with the organization developed @l fwhere many participants
recounted shifts in their ideological beliefs) aethted mainly to the hierarchies which
existed within the very movement that was nominalfjjainst such hierarchies. As the
New Social Movements perspective points out, marst-f968 movements such as the
feminist, environmental, and gay movements arogeobjust such dissatisfaction with
intra-movement discriminatory structures (Edelm&01). Similar to Mustafa’s
experience explored earlier, her time in prisori,the organization itself, exposed her to
individuals of different ethnic and religious baokgnds. Both the hierarchical
discrimination and exposure to various ideologezkHer to reexamine her own identity
in relation to the movement. At the same time, B&ylaccount is also full of self-

corrections and ironic statements, revealing apgeets/e critical of both herself and the

movement and similar in that sense to Murat’s setfgque of the statist aspects of the
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movement above. Her reference to the “life | leeefers to her relatively comfortable
economic situation in Switzerland and is pointedtshacknowledgement of adjusting

ideological belief with on-the-ground reality.

Upon peeling back the layers of ideological beliehecomes apparent that the minority
status of many activists colored their ideologiwalief, whether that be gender or ethnic
group:
| was always humble. All | cared about wgsiality. This is political, economic,
sexual, etc. Everyone was always labelieg @veryone but me. Freedom, living
like a human, equality- that's what | wahtéctually, | was more anarchical than
socialist (laughs). Socialism was a gotipg that | strove for, something to be
reached. Philosophically | agree with skgma but there are problems in
implementationMWhat do you mean you were more anarchical tharafist?) As
a difficult woman, anarchy makes senseashwrcin®™, rebellious. (Zerrin, Alevi
Turkish female, mid-forties, participantarcommunist party, some high school)
Similar to many activists, Zerrin saw socialism @mmunism for others) as a goal
worthy of striving for. In this sense socialism bews an atomized ideology existing
outside of the desires of individuals on a persémagdl. In this context, Zerrin's struggle
to define herself rather than allow others to defiver not only pushed her to join the
movement, but also led her to feel disillusionethwi. As ahir¢gin woman she also felt
oppressed by the patriarchal nature of the movermehfound a degree of liberation as
a woman in Switzerland, as will be further recodrtethe next chapter. Throughout her

interview, in fact, her account of her beliefs viilled with references both to socialism

on the one hand and the more grounded desire fategequality and freedom.

L Here the term she usésrcin, can be translated to vicious or shrewish. Sigaiftly, it is used most
often to describe women seen as displaying suchviats.
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Similarly, Ayse’s views on poverty and inequality pushed herdoome involved, but
her actual activism consisted of involvement in thitural sphere and helping women
within the movement:
| wasn't involved directly in organizati@ctivities. | always hung out with people
who were interested in art, theater, mustic, You see the same people in your
circle. We were lucky at my university. Agto go to the symphony would take us
regularly from the dorms. We would go te #hnkara Arts Theater. | wasn't in a
circle of hicksDev-Yo] Dev-So] the men in these organizations were busy
pulling women’s legs apart and getting thaegnant. | had to help out a lot of
girls in bad situations. (Ag, Sunni Turkish woman, early fifties, not directly
involved in organizations, Master’s)
Ayse’s disdain for many of the men in the movementjctwishe here refers to as
“hicks”, was an important aspect of her memorieshef activism. She viewed her
interest in the arts and women’s issues as coimtgagi the highly sexualized concerns
of men at the time. For both Zerrin ands@ythe issue of male hegemony within the
movement was a serious point of contention. Botmetw, who do not know each other,
quite significantly used the loaded term “mastusbdtto refer to what they viewed as
the pontificating and endless debate of men withenorganizations they were familiar
with. In essence, though affected by issues ofjimls discrimination in Zerrin's case
and poverty in Aye’s case, they saw themselves as distanced somédwanatthe
movement due to its dominant male culture. Intérght, when | asked Age if she
considered herself a feminist towards the end efittierview, she looked at me in
disbelief and asked if |1 had been listening to &erount at all and that she of course
was. Her reaction to such a question highlights hHew feminism is not only an
important part of her identity but also an explanite. In addition, her need to distinguish

herself as a more cultured participant (and noick)hs significant as it potentially

reveals some of the class-based contention witl@miovement’s demographics. Being
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a graduate of a prestigious university and “weked” within a “cultured” household as
she put it illustrates how in addition to a gendevaderstanding of her past, she also

engages in class-based one as well.

In addition to issues of hierarchical organizatiand gender, for many Kurds the
perceived hegemony of Turkish nationalism withia thovement was also a motivating
factor to shift ideological allegiances:

| was in a leftist organization at firstdalater a Kurdish leftist onéWhy the switch
to a new organizationPyot to know different people. | began to realizat it's
not just a class issue but a national ds@ &thought that if I'm going to struggle,
| should do both. | embraced both: firaheathe nationalism aspect. | began to
believe that this was an important issu&Ve.were mad though about the term
“Kurdish nationalism”. After all, defendirgghts isn’t nationalist. Today when we
look back to that time, we can see thatweee right. Look what’'s happening now.
Communism died but the Kurdish issue cat When th&®KK formed we saw
the leftist movement as too nationalisfitavuz, Alevi Kurdish male, late forties,
Marxist-Leninist movement and later leftistrdish movement member, high
school graduate)

All the organizations I've been in haveatefed a communist society. In theory
they are against nationalism and for astéss society. | also thought this way.
When | went to jail | started to think ab&wurdish nationalism. There weren’t that
many Kurdish organizations back then iansul. | started to read about things.
The Left in Turkey was never internatioaalthe one hand but also not really
concerned with Kurdish issues. It was alvalgout and for Turks. In jail, the
officials did a head count and asked ooer&ome of us answered “Kurdish”. The
officers didn’t get upset but many of therlish leftists got upset, saying “We’re
all brothers here. Why do you say thinge that?” You know, the Turkish left
never looked at Kurdish issues but theydoame every single river in Russia!
They would always say, “There’s no neetiémationalistic”. Instead of reading
Mao and Lenin, perhaps they should havéistiuAtatlirk. So a question appeared
in my mind regarding this topic. For examph jail we would hold trivia games to
win tea and during that time | realized iadbpeople didn’t know about the Sheikh
Said Rebellion. (Umit, Alevi Kurdish malate forties, Marxist-Leninist movement
and later Kurdish nationalist movement memblementary school graduate)

As is evident from these accounts, the term “nafism” itself became a contentious

term within the movement. For Yavuz, Kurdish mensbef the leftist community
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dissatisfied with the dominance of class-basedingadof society over issues of ethnic
discrimination were not nationalists so much asnulag rights already extended to
more privileged members of Turkish society. Hisftsta a Kurdish leftist organization
was a way to “do both” as he states. In other woitdsllowed him to engage both in
national and leftist politics. Likewise, in Umittsase, the Turkish leftists he encountered
viewed nationalism negatively due to their own emalr of a class-based reading of
societal problems while at the same time ignorssyies of ethnic discrimination felt by
Kurds throughout the history of the Republic. Usnitritique of the leftist movement
being overly concerned with international socialiewer domestic issues was also stated
by others. In fact, for the Kurds | interviewed wéchoed such critiques as Yavuz and
Umit, the issue was not so much a recognizablet shofm socialist ideology to
nationalist ideology, but rather a growing disdatison with the Turkish Sunni
hegemony within organizations that were in theargposed to reject such ideological

worldviews?2,

These excerpts have shown that though the lefistement at the time was radical and
often progressive in many of its beliefs and methabspects of it reproduced power
inequalities by prioritizing certain ideologicalastes over others and minimizing the
minority voices of women, Alevis, and Kurds. Thisgiee of contention within the

movement potentially problematizes the argument tiia social movement created a

collective identity that followed on into the coties of dispersal. | argue that while

22 Many of the Kurds | spoke with eventually camesject Kurdish nationalism over what they saw ss it
close-minded nature. This tended to occur laténéir time as refugees and does not change théiatenf
that arose within the Turkish leftist movement, leeer. That particular dimension will be discussed
further in the following chapter.
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there are such differences, most participants metatheir socialist beliefs while also
casting a critical perspective on past movemenvities, regardless of their gender,
ethnicity, or time of arrival. That in and of itées a collective exercise that the next

section explores in more depth.

3.3.2. Looking Back: the Capacity for Self-Critique
During the course of the interviews, many refugergressed critiques of themselves
and others in the movement. In response to a questi ideology and how he viewed
himself as opposed to now, one former participagponded with the following
statement:
| wanted to see democracy. But when | loa&k on it, we didn’t really
understand what it meant to be a “demock&® wanted freedom (for women for
example), less poverty, a more just incalis&ibution, higher incomes, more
freedom for Kurds, free university, thogpds of things. However, we were not
without a dominant masculine understanding a dominant sexual identity. We
didn’t understand about different sexuahitties. We were very conservative.
Also, there was no environmental awarenagsnember the people working on
saving the Caretta Caretta sea turtles weti@uled at the time. When it came to
Alevis, we were a bit exploitative. We waahthem in our group but did not really
pay attention to their nee@smet, Turkish Sunni male, early forties, Marxist-
Leninist movement member, university gradja
Ismet spent more than a decade in jail for his #ietsvas a political radical and during
that time developed a realization of issues outeidihe leftist mainstream at the time
such as environmentalism, gay rights, and patr&rdbmination. For him time in jail
and a process of reflecting on past activism opehedloor to such a realization. Later
in the interview he acknowledged his status asgfdtte “hegemonic culture” by nature

of his being Turkish and Sunni (and conceivablylenaFor many of the refugees,
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particularly those who spent time in fdjlremembering their ideological views at the
time involves a process of questioning and setfegre, a type of added embodiment of
the “reflexive disposition” often characteristic bcial movement members (Crossley,
2003: 55). The following former activist goes so & to compare his organization to
the head of the military junta:
In fact, we had some similarities with Kartavren.(How so?)Let’s say you're
against something. Evren would think, theesesuspect in the village, but then
would surround the whole village. In 11 e jail, when one person shouted a
slogan, we all were punished by not bellayeed to have visitors or phone calls.
But we weren't so different you know. Foraeple, we would beat up people
walking hand-in-hand. We saw it as immottails was part of a backward culture.
That wasn't socialist. Love should be imgd, as should freedom. The problem
with us revolutionaries, and this is trdalbthe left groups was that we knew
what we wanted to break down, but didndwrwhat to replace it with . We
weren’t that different from how Islam viewvge Koran. No critiquing ourselves...
Let me tell you, if the Left of that hade had taken power, we would have been
ten times worse than Kenan Evren (TalagévAKurdish male, mid-fifties,
conservative Marxist-Leninist organizatimember, high school graduate)
Talat’s organization was known for being more covetive than organizations such as
Dev-Gencg He simultaneously points out three aspects obigsnization that he views
as negative: their conservatism on sexual matsrgver-reliance on criticism instead
of finding potential solutions, and lack of a sefitical nature. Quite significantly, he
today makes a connection between socialism, lond, feeedom. This indicates that
while he still claims socialism as a term to ddseris beliefs, his notions of what that
entails have shifted. This was true of many formeivists engaging in self-critique of

past movement activity. At the same time, by conmgathe close-mindedness of his

organization with what he views as the close-mimésd of Islam, he reveals a

% The role of prison time in the transformation ofifical beliefs and understandings undoubtedly
warrants further research.
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prejudicial view of religion. This seemingly cordietory sentiment was echoed by

other refugees as well.

While Talat’'s account may tip over into hyperbad, the participants brought forth a
critique of the movement and socialist ideologyheesy experienced it while at the same
time pointing out that they did not know what thi&ug” socialism was. In their
interviews, in fact, they engaged in a redefinitiohwhat socialism actually is, in
contrast to how they perceived it at the time.ddifion, included in Talat's and others’
critique was a very conscious acceptance that ineement had patently failed, though
the reasons varied according to the participanthSa perspective indicates a shared
disposition towards memories of the past and isl, ague, a part of their collective
identity. That particular dimension of critique Ihe discussed further in the next

chapter.

Undoubtedly, it is possible to find contention vifittany social movement, particularly
one as large and heterogeneous as the leftist memtem Turkey. Understanding
collective identity as broadly encompassing shamddes and beliefs allows us to view
this community as sharing much while not makingnimune from disharmony. At this
juncture | argue therefore that factors such asrg#hg to a minority group, having
politically active families and peer groups, sp@agdiime in jail, and being forced into
exile all contributed to the development of a adilee identity characterized by self-
reflexivity and critique on past ideological belefid movement activism. Even the one
person who claimed to not have withessed a chamduesiideological belief through

time attributed it to aegativecharacteristic- his stubbornness in maintainirgydyed-
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in-the-wool Communist beliefs. The next sectionlslgaimarily with the period after
the 1980 coup and the often confusing nature dliggand illegality refugees faced in

relations with both the Turkish and Swiss states.

3.4. The Martial Law Regime

The next two sections specifically examine how ftheaticipants in this research
experienced the legal process, in both home anddoostries, and to what degree that
experience is shared. By “legal processes” | refehe ambiguous juridical practices in
the period surrounding the 1980 coup in Turkey dradrefugee resettlement process in
Switzerland. The fieldwork presented here revehlt @ll the participants share a
complicated and often problematic relationship wvith state and legal systems in both
countries. This commonality not only links two sei@s through transnational forced
migration but also contributes to our understanslimf collective identity in the
diaspora. The legal process is never constituteérbyeven and consistent series of
practices in totality and while the concrete praidefaced by refugees vary greatly (e.qg.
torture and jailing in Turkey and state surveillame Switzerland), the lived experiences

of these actors present relevant linkages.

3.4.1. Ambiguity of Law
In addition to the harshness of the state resptintige leftist movement in the wake of
the coup, the ambiguity of legality in the postqoera in Turkey (and undoubtedly

before also for those living in martial law areasjved to further disrupt the movement
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as a whole. As Davies (2005: 14) points out in @eamination of the principle of
exclusion within the study of law, any new legalstgyn implemented in a post-
revolution or post-coup d’etat society draws itentity from the very difference from
the previous legal system, or as she states, ‘&hisgem of differentiation is the
traditional condition for the unity, independencel asovereignty of a legal system”. In
other words, a new legal system is new because labeled as such and can be
identified thusly. Examples of exclusion under ndaw could range from the
disenfranchisement of political prisoners, to hiagg their right to legal counsel, to the
implementation of mass trials. Implicit in her tking, however, is an assumption that
the lines between the new legal system and théeghl system are clear. | would argue,
however, that in a post-coup society such as Tunkdlat era, the differentiatiatself
was not only unclear but that the system of maléial drew power from that very lack
of clarity. Within such a field, social actors demanenemies of the state often lacked
knowledge of their own legal status. Subjects, rothis case, citizens, often did not
know whether they were included or excluded from ldw as the following quotations
from two interviewees show:

| was not an active member of any orgairomatbut | did act in a play that was

put on for an illegal organization. Of ceeiwe were photographed. It was after

that that the authorities began searctongrie and | had to flee. (Arif, Alevi

Turkish male, late forties, unaffiliatednse university)

My group had a newspaper and | was theeditchief. It wasn’t anything

prestigious, we were a group of about 3fppeand it was normal for people to

take up different jobs in the organizatidfe got in trouble because we dared to

talk about Kurdish issues. In 1993 we mii®#d an article called “Kurdish

Progressivism”. We didn’t even mention téem “Kurdistan” in the article but

since | was the editor-in-chief, | was det with “divisiveness” of the then

eighth and 31?articles. | was charged in military court. It sizy that a civilian

can be charged in a military court. Theseewery humble writings, nothing

about Kurdistan. We were not revolutionsirM/e didn’t advocate violence. We
were a theoretical discussion group. (Alevi Kurdish male, early forties, Marxist
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debate club member, university graduate)
For Arif, it was not membership in an illegal orgaation or even commission of an
illegal act that ensured his warrant for arrest.fdet, he did not belong to any
organization officially. Rather, the very act ofilg photographed while an illegal
organization was under surveillance was enough hion to be investigated and
threatened with imprisonment. This ambigéfitgpread beyond the post-coup era as
well. Ali was politically active in the 1990s, arte nhominally post-martial law in nature.
However, the repressive 1982 constitution couplé&t e war in the southeast made
any Kurdish activism perceived as a threat. Asaitmunts of refugees who came in the
1990s attest, the increase in numbers of extrapldkdlings and unlawful seizure of
political activists made the political climate aat time dangerous as well. For Ali, the
act of merely publishing an article led to his lgegharged with “divisiveness”, an act
that is considered to be against one of the maietseof the Kemalist ideology. Neither
of these two refugees belonged to a nominally @le@gganization (however problematic
that legal categorization may have been), but thepposed political background was

enough to render them as suspicious.

Citizenship laws were also opaque in the post-1680p era and many refugees
experienced being stripped of their citizenshiptiBaarly difficult for many refugees
of Turkish origin was the loss of citizenship:

In 1984, three people were stripped oteiiship. | was one of them. One year

later, the Parliament changed and trie@doess that so | went to the Turkish
consulate in Switzerland but found out frResmi Gazeféthat they had done it

4 Though not possible here, a deeper analysis ai¢hel laws would be a significant contributiorthe
literature.
%5 This refers to the official state newspaper thatlishes news on legislative decisions.
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again and took me out of my citizenshipiag@ears well up in his eyes) Can you
imagine what it’s like to lose your citizmp not once, but twice!? | mean, what is
that? So, | left the issue alone. (Arifexl Turkish male, late forties, unaffiliated,
some university)
In Arif's emotional statement we see how losing 'sngtizenship results in a very
concrete experience of loss. In addition, this Isssompounded by the sense of defeat
that arises from the effort to claim that righteeevwhile in the supposed safety of
another country. With his conceptlmdmo sace(bare life), Agamben (1998) expounds
upon the schism between one’s biological and palitives during a time of exception
such as martial law, wherein the state is ableupend the law and exist outside of it.
In such a case, the law separates “the rightsetifizen from the rights of the man”
(Kasli and Parla, 2009: 204). In other words, bypping people of their citizenship
under the “state of exception” of martial law inrKey, people lost their rights as
citizens and therefore protection under the lawpal#tical subjects while still being
subject to the law and the punishments that autesrcould mete out. This process
further contributed to an existence of legal linfborefugees and served to fuel a sense

of powerlessness. It also allowed the state toeaeha very tangible goal of silencing

voices of society deemed harmful.

3.4.2. Torture and Prison

As pointed out earlier, all the refugees who wenerisoned reported various forms of
abuse while in custody. Although none of the in@mquestions directly asked about
time in jail due to the sensitive nature of theitppnany participants quite openly
recounted their experience with a small numbemating abuse but not wanting to go

deeper into the experience. The following exceighlights the grey nature of what is
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considered legal or illegal and how torture becamsystematized practice in the
prisons.
After September twelftthere was a period of ninety days torture and & wa
inflicted on me too. Besides being tortyreearing the voices of those being
tortured is in many ways just as bad. W lsaw ready the state was to do this.
We were shocked. | hadn't really done amgthillegal. | was involved in a
Revolutionary youth group but | wasn’t exmember! This was a legal
organization anyway. The state judged allegganization as illegal, as an arm of
the Communist® (Mehmet, Alevi Turkish male, late forties, revidunary
federation member, some high school)
Here we see that what was once legal becomeslillegatime of martial law though
that illegality remains mysterious to the participaTlhis is true both in terms of the
status of the organization and Mehmet’s role inlriinically, at the time he viewed
himself as a patriot willing to work to overthrowr@agime that would be supported by
members of the military and state bureaucracy enrt#volution. The reaction by the
state, in fact, was a shocking one for many ofréiegees offurkishorigin that | talked
with. Having been educated within the state disseuwf Kemalism, the 1980 coup
played a decisive role in the many of the refugé®s's by shifting their orientation
towards the state from one of neutral acknowledger@ed sometimes open support to a
more critical perspective. For Kenan, for examf#aying Turkey and the memories of
being disappeared and tortured brought forth theviing emotions:
| was very scared. It was all a blur utitén. Actually, to this day, | would rather
die than live it again. It was a wondeftgling to come here. | hated Turkey for
years. | hated the people- how could agreds a similar nation do this to
another? ... However, I've always loved mynetand. | hated the regime, the

politicians. I'm happy to see a book writtey Apd®’ sold now on the streets of
Turkey. (Kenan, Sunni Turkish male, midties, Marxist-Leninist movement

8 Throughout much of the history of the Turkish Relfiand even before during Ottoman times, it was
illegal to call oneself a Communist and organiagstir Being a socialist, however, was nominallyaleg

27 Apo refers to Abdullah Ocalan, the former leadethe PKK who was captured by Turkish forces in
1999 and is currently serving a life sentence isqor.
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member, university graduate)

The idea of a “person of a similar nation” doingstiio another was initially an
unthinkable premise for him and many other TurkkisTis significant because it
implicitly draws a linkage between the state andiona something that becomes
fractured through his experience. This ruptureuishier highlighted by the distinction
Kenan comes to draw between the homeland on théame and the political class and
state apparatus on the other. Some Kurdish paatitspexpressed less surprise at state
brutality, however. Since many reported family menstbeing tortured before them, the
use of such a mechanism on the part of the state nea wholly unexpected. For
refugees who escaped immediately after the coupbafate lengthy prison sentences, it
was possible to avoid torture. Here the time oivalrissue colors the collective
experience of refugees as those arriving in thiy é880s were often able to avoid such

state-sanctioned treatment.

For many of those who served jail time, howevesutal release did not necessarily
clear up their legal status. In detailing her tiopon getting out of jail, Leyla revealed
the following:

After | got out of jail | could have lefubl stayed in Istanbul for a year. In fact, |
went to the judge in reference to my cagklee turned to me and said, “What are
you still doing here? You haven't gone a&afget?”(This is interesting. Do you
think that this reflects a de facto statdigy on political refugees? That they want
people to leave but don’t have an offigalicy on it?)Oh yes, | think so. The

jails are full, they want people to leavd they don’t want them working or
functioning in society. They want to get of us. For example, my husband was
released from jail and came to Switzerlatiat happens after he arrives here?
An arrest warrant is issued for him immeeglyaso that he can’t go back for fear of
arrest. (Leyla, Sunni Turkish woman, edolyies, Marxist-Leninist movement
member, university graduate)
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In her case, attempting to establish the statuseoftase actually leads to an unofficial
yet painstakingly clear emphasis on the part of dta#e bureaucracy to her to leave
Turkey and go abroad. Similar to the citizenshgués here we can see how outright
migration is expected of those who are deemed unadéds to the political order. A
person may be there physically but is neutralizeli@ipally under a martial law system
(Agamben, 1998). In other words, the “option” ofgnaiting as communicated by the
judge to Leyla constitutes a political neutralipatiyet requires the actual physical
movement of the activist to be realized. These girakexception led not only to the
neutralization of people politically but also in racstarkly physical terms. Sometimes
prisoners were literally stripped of their clothas,the following quotation illustrates:
There was a lot of psychological torturedisn people in prison. For example,
when people started a hunger strike, theevs would bring in kebab and other
delicious-smelling foods, loud music waayeld, we were made to strip. We
basically went naked for two years. Butd@lyakir was like Vietham, a
concentration camp like in the Nazi eraisTid what we heard in jail in Istanbul,
you can see it in Hasan Cemal’s writing t{&mit, Alevi Kurdish male, mid-
forties, Marxist-Leninist movement and tat@irdish nationalist movement
member, elementary school graduate)
Being forcefully stripped and left for long perioditime naked essentially goes beyond
the political into the biological. Such actionsther lead to the fracturing of a social
movement as individuality and ideological belieé atripped away to reveal the bare
life. The degree of torture varied according to #tenic composition as well. Many
refugees recounted the difference in treatment d&twails in Istanbul and Ankara and

those in Diyarbakir. In the words of one refuge&ccording to what friends who had

served time in Diyarbakir told me, Mamak was likg-star hotel in comparison.”
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Likewise, the following quotation highlights how mninal accountability exists for a
state operating under a time of exception. In thikowing case, bureaucratic error
resulted in the extrajudicial murder of an unintedictim.

Before the 10 year anniversary of SepteriB8rall the pamphlets came to my
place of work with my business’s trucksulins out the kid driving the truck was
being searched for- | did not know this.tblek out a gun and shot dead a
policeman. They picked me up after thatabk blindfolded and passed out. | was
in jail for 45 days. | was disappeared.Wy gvho identified me went and told the
party who called an international humaimtsgorganization. Because of that
organization | was able to come to Switaedl My cousin started searching for me
in Ankara. Unfortunately, he had the samme as someone from Malatya who
was in Dev-Sol. He was just a kid. My cotsbody was found a month later on
the side of the road (wipes tears). Alldaese they couldn’t have been more careful
with the identification process. (Kenann8uTurkish male, mid-forties, Marxist-
Leninist movement member, university gradua

Here “I was disappeared” refers to the extrajudlisgizure of people by state forces.
While many refugees noted how titea of torture (and subsequent information given
up during that process) was enough to motivate tteefiee, for those who remained in

Turkey, time spent in jail often reflected the ethbackground of a person, in this case
one’s ethnic and religious background in particular

| had 16 years more to go in my sententsr &had served 11.5 years but they
paroled me. | remember Alparslan Tgr&ace saying in regards to Turkish
leftists, “Let’s set free our children”. @busly he meant the Turkish children, and
keeping the Kurdish ones in jail. So themefinitely an aspect of “get the hell
out” in regards to the state and Turkislitigal prisoners. After all, 3, 5, and 10
years in prison produce different resufta. person is in jail for more than 5 years,
they are usually fairly docile upon commgf. It changes people. A person who is
a hard-core ideologue will not change natendnow long they are in jail, but most
do. Of course, none of what | just saittue forPKK people. The state does not
look the same way at them. | would sayelsehbeen a de facto amnesty for many
Turkish political prisoners. (Leyla, SuAnirkish woman, early-forties, Marxist-
Leninist movement member, university gradua

| was caught by the authorities when | @asind | stayed in jail for 15 years. It's
in jail that you really see the differenodhe treatment of Turks and Kurds. When
| was in jail a capital punishment law caoot and those with a capital
punishment conviction were commuted toytears instead. Kurdish groups,
however, did not get this commutation. éast, we served sentences twice as long
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and this was all according to the law! thihk this happened in 1990 if I'm not
mistaken. | remember a Turk frdnirk Soluwho got out said, “Everyone should
have a state behind them.” (Yavuz, Alevrdish male, late forties, Marxist-
Leninist movement and later leftist Kurdielovement member, high school
graduate)
These accounts indicate a double standard for Sturend Kurdish political prisoners
and further problematize viewing the post-coupdigal practices of the Turkish state as
merely being an issue of stamping out communisrmou@h a Turk, Leyla acknowledges
such a disparity when discussing the treatmenh®fRKK by the state. The ethnically
discriminatory practices within the legal regiméull decade after the coup support the
idea that a martial law regime can normalize eutt@jal practices into law, as Yavuz’s
account suggests. While intra-movement contenti@ntributed partly to the

disillusionment of Kurds, discriminatory legal ptiges such as these undoubtedly also

contributed to the fracturing of the leftist movearhalong leftist lines.

3.4.3. The Process of Leaving

The actual movement of refugees from Turkey to Sswviand presents a kind of shared
experience: e.g. obtaining passports through a@terrmeans, arranging transport,
meeting organizational contacts in the various t@esin Europe, and so on. Because
the vast majority of refugees made that journeguph quasi-illegal means, it was not a
topic eagerly discussed. As one participant poirgatl the mass movement was a
“societal event” that consisted of transnationatwoeks of organization members
zigzagging around Western Europe. For many Swardrl was not their initial
destination. Greece, France, or Germany often exdesig potential countries, but many
ended up in Switzerland for economic or other reas®@verwhelmingly leaving was

characterized as providing incredible relief. Tmegess of hiding while still in Turkey
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was coupled with an indescribable fear of beingrisgmed, tortured, or even killed.
Nonetheless, many believed they would be backnmatier of a couple of years if not
months and continued on their path of activismhmttansnational plane from Europe.
The following quotation reflects the sentiment aimy at the time:

The police caught many people and my nasneecup. At that time the police had
changed their strategy and were using roorg-term surveillance to watch
people and then arrest many in a net operdator a year | stayed in different
houses but | remained in the movement thdbgre were fewer people. We
engaged in less dangerous activities lidfity, but still, everything was
dangerous. It was hard to know who was kgwgho was being watched, who to
trust. This went on for a year. Our livesr very movement greatly narrowed. At
that point | thought it would be betterget out ...1 had an amazing sense of relief
to be away from a life of running away,nfréhe fear of being murdered or
arrested. (Murat, Sunni Turkish male, eéfties, Marxist-Leninist movement
member, some PhD work)

Four refugees described their world before leagsignarrowing” or “growing smaller”.
The similarity of this physical description conroia type of shared release from fear
that shaped the actual migratory experience. Witdleef accompanied most of the
refugees no matter when their time of arrival wiasthose who did spend time in jail
and were tortured, leaving Turkey was particularjpyful experience:
| was so relieved. When | was disappeanedd tortured and even raped so for me
just seeing the Bulgarian police made messpso happy. | put my head out the
window and screamed for joy. The fear waseg (Can, Alevi Kurdish male,
mid-forties, unaffiliated, elementary schgmaduate)
This experience, however, was not without ambivagefor many participants. For
Huseyin, for example, the experience was coupleth whe naiveté of youthful
confidence:
But really in Turkey you felt the circletgag narrower and narrower. Maybe
looking back on it now it seems scary. Ybath movements were the motor, you
see. We wemelikanli, both girls and boys. It was a dynamic time. Theasn’t so
much fear. I'm so happy that | never litetbugh torture but back then we really

didn’t fear it(Was going to jail and being tortured in a way peyof badge of
honor?No, but going into jail was like a profession iway. | mean before
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September 12, you could go in and out, neblem. But not after September 12.

We were so inexperienced. (Huseyin, Aleurdish male, late forties, teachers’

association and center-left party membeinarsity graduate)
The use of the termelikanl, or “wild-blooded”, is interesting in regards te evocative
and connotative power in Turkish. It evokes a yautform of masculine passion and is
often used to address young men in an affectiomatener by elders. It nonetheless
contains a certain patriarchal justification of {lewill-be-boys” activities. In this
account, Huseyin quite significantly uses it inarty toboth boys and girls to describe
the degree of their revolutionary passion. In fattHUlseyin’s understanding, youthful
naiveté and exuberance were what drove the moveamehblanketed the fear of the
time. Part of what gave leftist youth in Turkey mation to continue political activism
at the time was the ways in they saw themselvethastrue representation of the

“people” (Neyzi, 2001: 412). Youthfulness was atste way the more radical arms of

the leftist movement framed their aims and methods.

This section has illustrated the myriad ways inchhihe law functioned inconsistently
for the participants and served to fracture ofldigst movement in Turkey. Just as the
Turkish state drew a certain degree of power owditigal activists in the era of martial
law, so too has the Swiss state drawn power franrdfugee regime by exerting power
on and directing the lives of refugees, as the segtion will illustrate. In fact, to draw
on Davies (2005), while membership in illegal orgations, jail time, and torture
served as exclusionary principles for the intengew in Turkey, those same features
served as inclusionary principles for the Swissesta the process of gaining refugee
status. | do not mean to imply that the brute astiby the Turkish state apparatus are

directly comparable to the Swiss refugee regimetebd, the following analysis can
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help link past experiences in Turkey with the eigree of refugee resettlement in
Switzerland. Such connected experiences are ometaspthe diasporization process for

these exiles.

3.5. The Process of Refugee Resettlement

This section deals primarily with the interactioetwween members of the leftist
community and the refugee resettlement regime ef3tiss state, including officials

such as bureaucrats and social workers. The iet®svirevealed a growing

preoccupation on the part of the Swiss state thrdumge with controlling not only the

lives of refugees but also the very definition diovconstitutes a refugee. This latter
point is particularly true for the participants veotime of arrival was in the late 1980s
and 1990s, a period of increased Swiss anxietyhentdpic of asylum-seekers, the
break-up of the Eastern bloc, internecine wars wmgo§lavia and various African

countries, and recession in Switzerland (Riafio\Mfagtl-Walter, 2006: 12). In fact, the
experiences of those who came in the early 198@senately after the coup and those
who came later indicate a stark difference for mmber of reasons. Not only is there the
issue of increased migration in that time era @Seere 1.1), but many of those who
came later did so because they were only able aeel@fter serving lengthy prison
sentences in Turkey. That experience colored theerience with refugee officials, as

the following sections illustrate.
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3.5.1. The Interview Setting
All potential refugees go through a formal intewi@rocess in order to present their
reasons for seeking asylum in Switzerland. As phthis process, officials ask a wide
variety of questions in order to ascertain the eigyaof applicant statements. Asylum-
seekers are expected to divulge a large amountrdopal information during such
interviews. Because many activists were coming feobrackground of uneasy relations
with state institutions, the interview process iwit3erland likewise often became
marked with uneasiness. The experiences of theviateees as recorded below reflect
this.
You go in to the interviews with translaok felt very uncomfortable. First, the
way the official acts. Second, you are exgeto open up to someone who
doesn’t recognize your confidentialityfdsters insecurity, which is a problem. In
jail, it’s different to talk about what hagned to you because you are surrounded
by people who share the same fate as ybtalking about things like torture with
these people makes you nervous. To givexample of this insecurity, one
official | was talking with kept talking abt a problem but I couldn’t understand
what he said and | got anxious. Of coulngettanslator wasn't translating every
single word the official was saying. Itried out the official was upset because the
printer kept printing two papers at oncat 8f course | couldn’t understand that.
(smet, Sunni Turkish male, early forties, Marxistlmést movement member,
university graduate)
For Ismet, having spent many years interacting withci@fs in Turkish prisons, the
process of going into an interview was replete vaitixiety. He told me later that even
talking with me, the interviewer, led him to cathpse often painful memories with him
for many days afterwaréfs Other refugees also noted how the interview Ewedeself

generates and fosters insecurity and confusion. Sdemingly absurd nature of the

printer situation inismet’s case highlights the vulnerability of refugjeehose lack of

% This illustrates how not only interacting with ugke officials in a position of power can lead tease
but also the very process of recounting experiemdthsan interviewer such as myself. Because
interviewees open themselves to a potentially valnle position by speaking with me, | especialketa
care to protect their identity and reassure thethaif effort.
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language skills place them in a tenuous positiodepfiendence on officials belonging to

the state bureaucracy.

Many refugees reported having to having to proed tidentity in addition to recounting
past traumas. Officials working within the refugesettlement regime have over time
been trained to be able to ascertain whether oonetis telling the truth in regards to
their identity and past trauma.

When it comes to something like torturke lany question you live the trauma
again when you talk about it. The officaked me the same question about
torture four times and | kept answeringitly. He kept asking, “Why won't you
answer my question?” | thought he couldmtierstand why | was so hesitant and
that he took it to mean that | was not gemthful. | later realized that the

officials are trained to push you in ortieunderstand if you're lying or not.

(smet, Sunni Turkish male, early forties, Marxistlmést movement member,
university graduate)

It was difficult. | got my residency in 2ygars. People had told me that with my
profile | would get it easily. But theretlse sentiment here that if the state kept
you in jail that long there must be a rea$even though it's clear that | am Leyla,
they would do things meant to trip me e lask the name of my brother-in-law’s
wife in order to prove my identity. Theykad me pointblank many times, “Are
you Leyla?” It was strange and deeply disimoting, having to prove your very
existence. (Leyla, Sunni Turkish woman|yefrties, Marxist-Leninist movement
member, university graduate)

The fear of being assessed as a liar arguably bes@mncontrolling mechanism that
increases the vulnerability of the refugee withe tresettlement process. Having to
prove the veracity of one’s own name is also aenaliing practice in that it calls into
question one of the most basic understandings elsamwn self. In relation, suffering
itself becomes a sign of validity for refugee stais the following excerpt illustrates.
It has always been difficult because oflmglth problems. | never was tortured, in
jail, or in an organization. In Switzerlanide refugee law really works against the
refugees. The more you were raped, torfieed the better. The Swiss state does

not see you as a human unless you livaifir@omething inhumaithere’s
always this push for you to prove your paithe authorities and everything is set
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up around that ... | withessed a massatiged that not enough? (Yildiz, Alevi
Kurdish female, late thirties, unaffiliatadiversity graduate)

For Yildiz, who ran away from an abusive home atahfl fled to Switzerland from
Kahramanmarg her narrative did not fit the template of theead refugee”. Drawing on
Davies (2005) again, we see that the very thind thaluded someone from the
protection of the law in Turkey (status as a Comistumpolitical activism, etc.), served
to provide inclusion in a country like Switzerlanghere the concern with the veracity
of refugees’ claims leads to an onus on the refuge$rove” his or her suffering
through a form of confession. Such confessionarthods exist in addition to tangible

items of “proof’ such as jail records or reportsaileng torture.

In addition to the “foreigner police”, as the bureets who deal with refugees are
called, social workers from various charitable oigations serve as outsourced arms of
the state in helping with refugee resettlementnfieelping with job training to finding a
new home. Caritas is an example of such an orgaonza

We had a bad experience with the sociakeromMNot everyone has this experience.
It's a matter of luck, you can get a veyynpathetic, helpful person to help guide
you but we didn’t. The social worker isridéo help you find courses, provide
funds, basically torganizeyour life. You used to be able to choose from ety

of organizations like Caritas to help yau pou can’t anymore. Of course,

there’s an exploitation of the welfare stah the part of immigrants, | would

admit that. For example, people work urttlertable and take monthly aid, for
instance. Over time, this has changedttite’s perspective. Together with the
neoliberal changes of the 1980s and ontotention September % 1the state’s
attitude towards refugees and immigranssdianged. Our social worker reflects
that. He/she wasn't helpful at all. S/hgcdurages various paths, as though some
goals were too lofty for refugees. Someaagorkers are different and non-
intrusive but still social workers are liteepolice They have information on you.
For example, | went to renew my pass ferrtilway and tried to change my
address while doing so but the clerk toklithad already been changed for me.
(smet, Turkish Sunni male, early forties, Marxistlrést movement member,
university graduate)
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This excerpt highlights how the need to controbinfation on refugees can be more
invasive than the actual interview process dudstanvisibility. Here the social worker
not only serves as the only access point to goventah services but also as a limiting
mechanism, a type of personified glass ceiling tlaat limit refugee aims. Similar to the
grey nature of law in post-1980 Turkey, the lackknbwledge regarding one’s status
and lack of control over the most basic aspec@anoindividual’s life serve to heighten
state power and reproduce through time. In additiBwiss policy on refugee
resettlement has changed according to externalbledents and domestic economic
conditions. These changes have affected the expeseof refugees from Turkey in

ways that differ according to time of arrival.

3.5.2. Time of Arrival and Contestation

As stated previously, this fieldwork revealed vagyexperiences between refugees who
came immediately after the 1980 coup and thoseaalhte in the late 1980s and 1990s.
First, in addition to many of the later arrivals/hmy served lengthy prison sentences, the
population of Turks and Kurds fleeing immediateffeathe coup tended to be more
educated and better-resourced financially (Fibbiakt 2003). Second, the war in
southeastern Turkey had begun to flare up in the 1280s and the transnational
Kurdish movement in Europe was beginning to petitiational governments harder to
recognize their grievances in Turkey. Finally, thembers of refugees coming to
Switzerland in general greatly increased as the0498rogressed (see Table 1.1).
Refugees coming from Turkey at later times, theeefbad a harder time with gaining
access to refugee status and services. For Muhat,came immediately after the coup,

his experience reflected not only the benefit ahtotg from an educated background,
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but also the ease of belonging to a minority gradqmse numbers were so few as to
warrant little concern on the part of the state:

It was a really good experience for me. Wéee so few back then. | was a
university graduate so | had a certairustdtlearned German fairly quickly. | was
politically active. | had good relationstiwparties, church organizations, etc. ...
They wanted a whole bunch of paperworlqrmiation, diplomas. It took about two
years because getting documents took atloregand at one point my name had
been written wrong ... | started to give seans on Turkey'’s political situation.
(Murat, Sunni Turkish male, early fiftiddarxist-Leninist movement member,
some PhD work)

As an arrival immediately after the 1980 coup, Mirarivileged profile as a university
student with language skills allowed him to gaifoathold in the system and use it to
his benefit. This type of experience changed gydatl those who came later, however.
Talat recounted his experience of coming in 1996:

See, there are two groups of European Turks. Oorteéhand, there are the
gastarbeitergguest workers), who have a certain mentalitythed kids with

their own mentality. Then on the other h#mete is the refugee generation of the
1980s. Within that grouping, the real refaeg fleeing wouldn’t even constitute
1/1000 of the population here. The larggonita of this group actually comes for
economic reasons. Actually, Switzerlandangurefers real political peop(gvhy?)
If you've done politics for 30 years in ydabome country, they wonder why you
did it for so long. You say you’re no lomge an organization but the state is
suspicious of you. Think of this- | was @ngss for my cousin who wanted
asylum and he got his status in 6 monthigewlgot it in 32! He wasn’t even
political!! We're a threat to them. Anothexample, a guy gave some bread to
somd’KK fighters and then the Turkish military arresteh hi hat guy gets status
here immediatelyAre you saying he’s kind of an “ideal refugee”?gs!

Exactly! He falls into that ideal refugdatss. (Talat, Kurdish Alevi male, mid-
fifties, conservative Marxist-Leninist orgaation member, high school graduate)

Talat here draws two different distinctions thaisa with a number of refugees | spoke
with. On the one hand he recounts the differendevdEn economic immigrants and
political refugee¥. On the other, he states a distinction betweemplpesho are given

asylum due to their ethnic background and thosegesfs who had been politically

? The tensions between these two groups will beudised more in the next chapter.
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active in the movement, the so-called “real refge€his sentiment reflects the feeling
on the part of many who served prison sentencescamé later that their experiences
constituted a “truer” refugee past. Such a statéries in opposition to that of Yildiz,
whose personal experience of being Kurdish, Alésfale, and disabled, led her to
espouse a broader understanding of refugees astdttothat “everyone after 1980 was
oppressed. Everyone should have had the rightaweldurkey”. Though distinctions
can be made between politically active individuatsl those persecuted because of their
ethnic background (Fibbi, 2003: 219), accordinghe Swiss law, they both count as
refugees. The term itself therefore has becometea i contestation that various
members of the community seek to claim for thegntity. Talat's example of his
apolitical cousin also reflects the perception loa part of many refugees that the state
targets certain types of people but that that m®eemains ambiguous to those going

through it.

The Swiss state was not blind to the ethnic compbogthe conflict in Turkey. Some
Sunni Turks who came in the 1990s recounted howial§ greeted their stories with
disbelief due to the dominant discourse at the tthee Kurds and Alevis were the
oppressed groups in Turkey. Yusuf came in 1996saateed the following in relation to
the difficulty with which he received his status:

It was very hard. It took me three yearg@ébmy official status. The social
workers here expect a village Kurd. A Ttndm a university is weird for them. |
wasn’'t what they expected. A person | aggptogether with had the same type of
documents but got their status in seventhwmhere’s a certain refugee politics
here- more sensitive to certain regiongpRecome here illegally and do illegal
stuff and the police don’t find out ... Thalyvays expected a certain profile. In
Switzerland people don't talk against tlegiuntry- why should | talk against
Turkey? For me economically it's more cortdble here. I'm not here because |
hate my country. (Yusuf, Sunni Turkish mahed-forties, Marxist-Leninist
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movement member, some university)

For Yusuf, the ease with which Kurds get theirustain comparison to Turks was a
source of frustration for him and revealed not dmky unease in talking about the issue
but also certain discriminatory views he held. Thyloout the interview he referred a
number of times to the “people from the east”, oatimitting that he was referring to
Kurds when | asked him to clarify what he meanth®/term. Though not self-identified
as a nationalist, his account reflects a felt rnteedkfend his country in the face of Swiss
state officials and to claim his status as bothugkTand a refugee. Similar to Yusuf,
another Sunni Turkish refugee, Kenan, also strubgpebe recognized as a victim of
state repression, though in the 1990s he was pidraally seized by Turkish officials,
tortured, and later airlifted to Switzerland in aheelchair with help from an
international human rights organization. Becaussdhtwo refugees did not serve long
jail sentences, it was harder to “prove” punishnfesrn the state. What is relevant here
is the perceptionheld by Turks regarding discriminatory practicgstbe Swiss state

towards Turkish refugees who came in the 1990s.

While being Turkish and victims of state repressiften led to disbelief on the part of
Swiss refugee officials, being Kurdish and spendinge in jail did not necessarily
ensure ease of access to Swiss society, as tloaviiof excerpt from a participant who
came in 1996 shows.

Of course | brought all the documentatibmas clear- | was in jail for 11 years.
They couldn’t believe that | got the depémalty for merely owning a paper! My
lawyer was a Swiss man who had been indydnd had withessed cases after
September 12, 1980 so he explained to thatit was a martial law situation.
(After what you had seen in Turkey, were you si@psoof authorities in CH?)
Yes. | have an example from the intervigat tyou go through. The woman taking
my statement at one point asked, “Why did glecide to leave Turkey?” |
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explained that although | was out of ja# uthorities wouldn’t leave me and my
family alone. At that point she said, “Wp#rhaps they won't leave you alone
here either”. At that point | decided tave, | was so upset. | told my attorney that
| would go to the U.N. and asked to bedfarred to another country in Europe.
She turned red and became very flusteree.apologized profusely. She even
brought me some water! | said to her, “tiot a murderer. I'm a journalist, an
intellectual.” But other friends have hadorove their identity. Of course most
people have fake passports when they camgnen again, we come from a place
where the state stamps the passport ofenersl (Talat, Alevi Kurdish male, mid-
fifties, conservative Marxist-Leninist orgaation member, high school graduate)
For Talat, while prison time and a capital offems@viction for owning a newspaper
bolstered his case further, that same profile seteencrease disbelief and suspicion in
the eyes of the refugee official. Returning agamn tlhe exclusionary/inclusionary
dichotomy, while such a conviction should provideng inclusion in Switzerland within
the refugee regime, the increasing suspicion onptreé of the state towards asylum-
seekers in the 1990s reveals an erosion of tharatashding. In fact, all of the accounts
presented in this section illustrate how the aagieing personal information, a type of
forced confession, within the ritual of the refugeterview serves not only as a form of
control over refugee lives in Switzerland but asca reminder to the refugee of the past
in Turkey. The power resides in both the informatamd emotional vulnerability such a

process engenders in the refugee as he or shep&tebuild a life and new identity in

the host country while at the same time balanciegwries from the home country.

3.6. Conclusion

People often ask me what | would do ifwsay torturers face-to-face. | would do
nothing. It was his job just like my job svio be a revolutionary! It's all about
context. No one really chooses their rolsaciety. If you're born Kurdish, Alevi,
and a student- you're a leftist. If youbrern in a fascist environment, it's natural
to become a prison guard! Particularly wiea're so young, you're not so
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conscious. They mixed us up with fascists5F6 years. They thought it would help
us to socialize with one another. We newen talked to each other. For us, they
had killed our friends and the same fonthBut actually when you dig deeper,
we’re not so different. | don’t believedestiny but people are assigned roles in a
way.(You were all politically active.Yes, we all shared a passion to save Turkey.
(Yavuz, Alevi Kurdish male, late-forties akist-Leninist movement and later
leftist Kurdish movement member, high sdlgraduate)
Though primarily seen as sites of resistance tcefitablished order, social movements
also encompass the same inequality seen througttbet societal institutions. For
Yavuz, who spent 15 years in jail, part of the timeDiyarbakir's notorious Number
Five Military Prison, looking back on his experienof political activism involves
contextualizing the roles (however unequal they @)y various people play in society
while at the same time engaging in critique of th@vement itself, though his view on
facing his former torturers by no means is a unifosentiment. Within Yavuz’s

statement we can also find the acknowledgementetvertyone is involved in one way

or another in the reproduction of certain struciuteough their actions and choites

By recounting the development of their ideologialiefs, their reasons for joining the
leftist movement, and their relations with the etat both Turkey and Switzerland, we
can also see how refugee memories reflect certeaned emotions, experiences, and
rationalizations. Interestingly enough, even similastances of intra-movement
contestation and resistance to state repressiomlsamualify as constituting a type of
shared collective identity. In the next chapteer#fore, | argue that these exiles are
actively renegotiating their leftist identity in y&that attempt to promote their agency

and individuality within a broader diasporic comntyn

% Including the interviewer.
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CHAPTER 4

CHANGES IN POLITICAL ACTIVISM AND IDENTITY

4.1. Overview of Chapter

As the previous chapter examined refugee relatigtisthe state and legal process, this
chapter examines the ways in which this communitynow engaging in political
activism. | also analyze here how their contempofarms of activism constitute a
diasporic collective identity, particularly one bdson shared leftist political belief. In so
doing, | argue that the political activism of reégg in Switzerland constitutes a new
form of collective identity that is not concernednparily with homeland politics.
Instead, it is an ongoing process involving theonadiation of past activism with
contemporary societal conditions within the hostlaand characterized by shifts in
ideology and identity. The following are areas tteftect the collective identity of the
refugees in the hostland: the process of resettiemeSwitzerland, their social circle
and career choices, shared perspectives on botle laomd hostland, and how they

currently view their political ideology and idemtit

Throughout the interview process, all participaekpressed change through time in
relation to their political identity and levels afctivism. This seems understandable

considering how long many of them have been in Z&liand. The length of time that
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has passed since the majority of the refugees temia highly relevant to the type and
strength of their political activism. Quite sigwiintly, none of the refugees | spoke with
still belong to the organizations in which they wdormerly active. Many of these
groups grew increasingly radicalized and most exadht broke up. This break with
their former organizations did not occur immediatédn the contrary, the change that
refugees underwent came as a result of a longgefiavorking through personal crises
and the renegotiated understanding of self withenrtew context of the hostland. For a
long time, many refugees “hadn’t really left Turkethough they were physically in
Switzerland. The experience of “leaving Turkey” dimoally through the renunciation
of organizational activities and a shift towardsicerns grounded in Switzerland is the
concern of this chapter. This break is also refiéch the zero number of refugees who

stated a desire to return permanently to Turkeyhasable below highlights.

Table 4.1: Present-Day Characteristics of the Partipants

Holds Swiss citizenship 12
Has visited Turkey since departure 12
Reads Turkish newspapers on a regular basis (mmi23 15

times a week)

Expressed desire to move back to Turkey permanently 0
Actively involved in politics in Turkey 4
Actively involved in politics in Switzerland 15
134
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Works in social work or political arena 10

Social circle mostly people from Turkey 10

Part of family reunification 8

Aspects of this table will be discussed in furtbetail throughout the chapter, though it
is useful to quickly point out certain trends teaterge. First, most of the refugees who
have Swiss citizenship have been in the countrgesin the 1980s. Several participants
pointed to the large amount of money and near-perézord with no criminal past, zero
debts, and consistent employment necessary to igairhose who have citizenship
obviously have more access to the political oppotyustructure such a status affords,
such as voting, being involved in party politicedarunning for office. Furthermore,
those with passports on the whole have been ablesitoTurkey and do so quite often.
Interestingly, while some people did express anbivae regarding eventual permanent
return to Turkey, none viewed it as a viable optorsomething that they desired to do.
In terms of political activism, most people remanvolved in political issues in
Switzerland in one way or another. In this tablel &me chapter as a whole political
activism or participation includes professional nbenship or jobs in unions, immigrant
rights organizations, torture rehabilitation cegsfeand the Green and Socialist parties.
For those whose jobs do not directly involve podifimany pointed to membership in
organizations such as Amnesty International, Pé&rnational, housing collectives and
food cooperatives, feminist groups, and activisnthie anti-globalization movement.

Likewise, many refugees talked about attending usivikes and May first rallies and
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organizing protests over issues in Palestine, Aihari Lanka, and Central America. In
addition to political activism, the table highlightvith whom the refugees choose to
surround themselves. Though family reunificationswet explored in depth, it does
appear that refugees of Kurdish descent tendecate more experience with family
members also coming to Switzerland as asylum-seekéis most likely has to do with
the war in the southeast, which has largely produedugees of Kurdish origin. The
first section looks at how the shared initial exgeces in the hostland affected later

development of collective identity.

4.2. The Resettlement Experience

The process of resettlement involves the often dioated and anxiety-ridden process
of gaining legal residency and access to stateddrsgrvices such as language courses,
housing aid, and job training. It is also when gefeis begin to reassess and renegotiate
their organizational loyalties and political aspwas in light of the sharp break they

have experienced with their home country.

4.2.1. Experiences with Employment and Housing

In order to better understand the process of draud resettlement in Switzerland the

interview consisted of several questions regardefggee experience of finding his or

her first house or first job in the country. Astive previous chapter, a clear demarcation
between early arrivals immediately after the 1980pcand later arrivals in the late

1980s and 1990s emerged. The following excerptsligiy such early experiences.
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Within the first week that | came | foungbld at McDonald’s! | knew a bit of
French. We (the refugees) didn’'t have asbouhen we came. We stayed in
refugee housing. We had the right to wankniediately, though. | stayed there a
week and then rented a room from a fridhcDonald’s had rooms so | got a
studio from a seasonal worker, a Portuguegser 2-3 months when he went back
home. Then | found a place from friendghia work environment. There weren’t
such a large number of immigrants or refisgas there is now. It wasn’t hard as a
refugee to find an apartment, you couldndpeay that you were a refugee. Now
it's not possible. Having a network waspfiel but not necessary. (Murat, Sunni
Turkish male, early fifties, Marxist-Lenstimovement member, some PhD work)

| worked as a waiter for a while. | didhike going to get money from the state. |

started working after 1.5 years. Five toy&ars later | started working for a

printing house. In terms of a place to liveund it through friends and it was

easy. Everyone that came in 1985 or '86twinough the same house! There were

no refugee camps back then so it was adf/pellective living. | still see that

place sometimes. | have good memories trare. | would sometimes come

home and there would be two new faces. (dfasAlevi Kurdish male, late forties,

Marxist-Leninist movement member, some geael school)
Similar to these accounts, many refugees who canmeediately after the 1980 coup
reported the relative ease with which they founthbwork and housing. The economic
situation in Switzerland at the time necessitateglap labor while housing had not yet
become a process marked by low supply and ovestidimation. As Murat points out,
the term “refugee” itself was not perceived as tiggly as it is now and for many at
that time, the lack of a strict refugee regime \aéd for more of a “sink or swim”
mentality in terms of resettlement. While many fdyobs and housing quickly, they
also had less support from the state. This wasiesied as negative on the whole by
the participants who arrived earlier. Likewise, N&da’'s account of staying in collective
housing rather than a refugee camp highlights tlaispbility of staying in more
personalized accommodations rather than a statehanty-run institution. Overall,
such accounts reported a much lower amount of corme the part of the Swiss state

towards asylum-seekers in general. This fits witt low numbers of asylum-seekers

applying for residency in those years.
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In addition, those that came with a university @egor partially fulfilled university
degree from also benefited from their socio-ecomdnaickground, regardless of time of
arrival. Likewise, language skills or the ability kearn languages in the host country
quickly was an added benefit to those going throilghresettiement system. For sy
who came in 1984, going through the system wasdaigyeher university degree from
Middle East Technical University and her languakjiss

It was pretty easy. | speak English andénel already spoke English very well

and | learned French in six months. Englstin imperialist language but it did

help to know it. My ex-husband couldn’t aket but | learned French quickly.

(Awe, Sunni Turkish female, early fifties, not dirgadtivolved in organizations,

Master’s)
The difference in language skills affected her image negatively precisely because of
the better employment she was able to come by. ghhdwcertainly helped to have such
language skills, Age still pointed out that there wds factodiscrimination in the white
collar job market against immigrants: “If they wdwllow me, I'd be an engineer. I've
done a lot. I've been a babysitter, cleaner, fuiséraorganizing trustees with banks and
the U.N. I've worked with environmental groups, lileg with mining issues and
environmental protection.” Here “they” refers teettightly regulated engineering field
and the requirements to work in the relevant secteven for highly educated refugees,
therefore, the jobs upon arrival were often lowdpabs in the service or manufacturing
sectors, echoing Rollemberg’'s (2007) account ofcathd Brazilian exiles involved in
jobs they were overqualified for. Cleaning, foo@pmaration, factory work, and delivery
jobs were all examples of work refugees mentioree@ragaging in at the beginning of

their stay in Switzerland. Many college-educatefligees resented the discriminatory

hiring practices, “When you start to work, ther&$s of racism. On the totem pole |
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come somewhere after a Spanish or Portuguese wdaaighs) You have to prove
yourself as a minority. You don'’t feel totally coonfable.” As a graduate of prestigious
Turkish technical university and an engineer, Alsperience of the work world was
greatly colored by his need to prove himself asalgircompetent to other engineers of
Swiss background. His insightful take on his st@osording to other immigrant groups
highlights how stratified the process of integrgtinto the work force is, particularly

among white-collar jobs.

For those without much formal education, the paksilof social mobility presented
even more of a problem. Though it is technicallggble for anyone to finish schooling
in Switzerland, many recounted the need to immebjiatkarn money and language
barriers as serving as a barrier to education.vige, even university-educated refugees
faced a unique set of problems when they came fagailed background in Turkey.
Ismet spent 12.5 years in jail and reflects on kigeence below.

| don’t currently work. In Turkey | was ialwed in organization activities. | don’t
really have any skills because | nevemedrany as | was in jailAren’t there
certain skills involved in working for sualpolitical organization?)es, there are
certain types of management skills that igaun in jail but unfortunately there is
no material way to measure this. When |eamy wife was already here in a
house. | was in a refugee dorm first. Thesent to a housing unit for married
couples for a month and then our own hotlikes was for 1.5 years. We had no
choice in the selection of this house. Tiwengot permission to stay. It took five
months. My wife was pregnant at that pdide wanted to make sure that our
place was near Bern and a bigger placa family. It was hard to find a place.

We applied to 100 places at least. Butelzee a series of difficulties: First, there
was a problem with my identification canthen you apply as a refugee they give
you a different i.d. marking that you'vepéipd for refugee status. So we got an F
permit instead of a B permit. People heéitthe “Terror-F”. It essentially lets
the person know that you were involvedame sort of violent activity. But it's

not so straightforward. Not everyone in $shene situation as me gets that permit. |
knew people who came around the same tiitiearsimilar history and they got
permit B. You give them a package of docotméut what kind of person the
agent is becomes very important. Secoredfatt that you're not working doesn’t
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look good when applying for an apartmenatédially it's actually not that

important because there’s a regular cheokireg from the state but the Swiss still

look down on those who aren’t working. Téyrbeing foreign never helps here

when looking for housingCan they see your status when you appKey, there’s

a space to write which permit you ha¥smt, Sunni Turkish male, early forties,

Marxist-Leninist movement member, univergitaduate)
Though ismet is also a graduate of a prestigious Turkisthrieal university, the
“markers” of his time in jail, lack of job experiedin his field of interest, and status as a
refugee color his experience with finding housiHg. lays out a multi-faceted account
of his identity in the eyes of the Swiss; in effdus status as a holder of a “Terror-F”
refugee, his status as unemployed, and his gesiatals as a foreigner. It highlights the
stratified nature of refugee status as not allgeés have the same type of permit. As
someone who arrived very recently in Switzerldsdjet's case presents a stark contrast
to those who came earlier. For many the resettlem@tess was relatively short-lived
experienced as they quickly gained access to edaeitopportunities. For those who

came later, although there was a more establisystdrs of aid and support by the state

for longer periods of time, employment opportursitveere fewer and farther between.

An interesting related phenomenon is the numbereffigees who became social
workers, a job which involves working with otherfugees, immigrants, and poor and
working-class Swiss. In this thesis, out of 24 gepgix had either previously worked as
social workers or currently were. In fact, this lezome a topic of amusement within
the community. Many joked about social work as radkbf typological job for Turkish
leftists who want to stay socially active and gtildke a decent living, as the following
statement by a social worker from Turkey shows.

I've had a lot of relationships with socrabrkers. The reason we chose it as a
profession because its training closelyamead the Turkish system. The university
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system on the other hand is very discigliard we're not very disciplind So

we fit that particular school culture mofevo, it was easier to finish and graduate

from. Three, we saw it as more social, npigtical. Fourth, there was a bit of

people following what others were doingefidhwas a bit of competition in that

way. (Cem, Alevi Turkish and Kurdish maiaid-fifties, Marxist-Leninist

movement member, university)
In some ways refugees were taking advantage ofopportunity structure in this
particular segment of the economy. Their langudgkés sand educational background
(all of these six had at least started universityurkey) gave them access to a relatively
well-paying, high-status job in Switzerland. Perhapore importantly, it allowed them
to stay socially engaged in the hostland. In addito social work, many activists work
in party politics, with the Green Party the partly anoice for many in the exiled
community. HUseyin is a naturalized Swiss citizetive in municipal Green Party
politics and works as a therapist at a torture b@it@ion center. According to his
account, work itself is one reason why going bacKurkey would not be feasible. The
inability to do work he feels politically and ematially invested in while still retaining

the ability to look after his family is a barriey imagine the possibility of returning to

the homeland.

Accounts also revealed that citizenship did noessarily end discrimination within the
Swiss job market. The following excerpt highligthss.

| don't call myself an exile or refugeegdt rid of that very quickly. | started to see
myself as an immigrant. Now I'm a citizamdd feel equal civically and legally
but not socially. | see myself as a minorithave had a problem of equality of
opportunity. This isn’'t just how | feel blwbw many people feel. There is serious
discrimination here. | did the first resgamto discrimination against Turkish,
Albanian, Portuguese, etc. ... | have afdtiends who were social workers but

31 Most Swiss do not study at university and insteee from high school into various trade schools of
higher learning, whether they are for blue collarkvor white collar professions such as business,
nursing, or social work.

141
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

never became management. They are toldhtbgtmake mistakes letter writing in
German. However, one can easily see tlegethre prohibitive standards. Of
course | will make small mistakes! Germanot my native language. | speak
Turkish, German, French, and English! .. Catritas, an organization that

works with refugees, | was told that a fermefugee can not work with the
integration of refugees! This is Caritas@od’s sake. | wrote a letter to them
critiquing them and they wrote back sayingas obvious that | was upset
because | didn’t get the job. (Murat, Suharkish male, early fifties, Marxist-
Leninist movement member, some PhD work)

Murat's experience of discrimination (ironically thin a refugee organization), leads
him to a self-perception as a citizen with politicghts who nonetheless retains the
status of a foreigner. As he later noted in theerinew, this experience likewise
contributed to his increasing conceptualizatiomiofiself as an immigrant rather than a
refugee precisely because treatment by the hosttaade no such distinction between

the two.

Discrimination within the job market and housingtee has even led some refugees to
change certain perspectives on their homelandyeafotiowing excerpt highlights:
My negative views towards Turkey softenddital realized that it is not a banana
republic. Like all immigrants, we encoumgracism here. It often causes
immigrants to turn inwards on themselves.aATurk and Sunni I’'m part of the
hegemonic culture in Turkey and was disorated against there really only as a
leftist. Having lived here, | now sympathiwith minorities in Turkey or other
countries for that matter. It's not truesty “There’s no racism in Turkey” but
here in Switzerland it's much more notidealismet, Sunni Turkish male, early
forties, Marxist-Leninist movement memhseriversity graduate)
This illustrates hovismet’s perspective on his own status within sodiety shifted as a
result of his experience as a refugee in Switzdrlém other words, this realization of
privilege in the homeland was partially realizetbtigh his experience of discrimination

in the hostlandismet’s experience as well as others’ represents livalihood issues

such as work and housing are characterized by dessihat reveal discriminatory
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practices of the hostland, educational differencesrefugee background, and the
increasingly controlling nature of the asylum syst& Switzerland through time. The
process of gaining work and housing were not thl evay refugees experienced
resettlement. Finding housing, learning a language] job training all constitute
practices that contribute to shifts in collectivdentity. On a more emotional level,
severing ties with the organizations they were i@ with in Turkey was also part of

that process.

4.2.2. Organizational Breaks

Not every refugee in this study was directly invemvin organizational activities though
most were. Many continued activism in the trangmati arena through a type of lateral
network that more explicitly concerned with theipod of the home country (Tambiah,
2000). For many years in fact these refugees wetigety involved in transnational
politics through party or organizational linkagesEurope and believed that return was
imminent. In fact, that ongoing engagement withtlaosl politics was one barrier that
many participants expressed as limiting their laggulearning and social integration
into Switzerland for the first couple of years dieir migration. Instead of learning
German or French, many exiles were actively invdlve trying to enact change in
Turkey through the complex networks of organizaisuch afev-Yo| Dev-So] the
PKK, and others. As one participant who came in thmeatiate aftermath of the 1980
coup stated, “Before we knew how to buy a bus tidlere, we became organization
leaders”. Precisely because they were removed fhencontext of state repression, they
were able to head up activism from afar. For masiviats however, a break with the

organization occurred some time into their stayte@this change became a source of
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contention within the community of exiles in Eurppéth some wanting to focus on
conditions in the host country and others who wante focus more on Turkey’'s
political situation.

| follow Turkish politics but I'm not so wolved. There was a division back when

we came. Some thought that we needed tnarg and be political according to

Turkey. The other side thought we shoutnifoon here as an immigrant group.

This happened before the 1990s. | wasefdtier school. In fact, we published a

magazine in Turkish and German geared tsvinmigrant lives hereAlttakiler®?

in the 1980s. (Cem, Alevi Turkish and Keftdimale, mid-fifties, Marxist-Leninist

movement member, university)
Both here and in later parts of his interview, Cgrccount reflected the concerns of the
majority of the refugees, who gradually became $eduon improving their lives as
immigrants, rather than refugepsr se Other refugees also recounted a shift towards
working for Turkish-German newspapers and magazgessed towards the Turkish
community as an immigrant community rather thanleexiublications for domestic
Turkish political organizations. The notion of Iing in the country you physically are in
and being engaged in issues of relevance to thabrity community became more and
more salient for many refugees and in turn colateglr notions of return, as later
sections will explore in more depth. The followiggotation addresses one refugee’s
attempt to help form a Turkish political party frahroad.

| was a founder of a socialist party. | kex there for many years. Then it changed

into another party. Organizational politicthered me. There was a constant

psychological hierarchy. They weren’'t opeimded enough. Just like Muslims

think anything outside of the Koran is fioideen, well they're not too different

from that. After all, no one is really salcst if they haven't lived in a society that

is socialist. (Zerrin, Alevi Turkish femalmid-forties, participant in a communist
party, some high school)

32 Alttakiler translates to “The Downtrodden”.
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Zerrin’s frustration with organizational hierarchiechoes a sentiment seen also in the
previous chapter in relation to leftist organizasan Turkey. Many refugees felt not
only the need to focus on their needs as immigrantise host country, but also to gain
independence from organizational politics in gehgrarticularly in a form that seemed
to perpetuate the type of systemic issues that ttee been seeking to change. In
addition, her comparison of the close-mindednessrgénizational politics and Islam

echoes Talat’'s earlier sentiment on his former wizggion as well.

Accounts by Kurdish refugees illustrate a more amalent attitude towards
organizational politics. While the activism of tharkish Left died out in the diaspora,
Kurdish transnational activism actually found a lofar increased mobilization. One
Kurdish refugee formerly active iDev-Gencand now supportive d?PKK goals stated
the following in relation to coming to Switzerlantd,changed. First, jail changed me.
Second, the fact that Kurds were so active herethadeftists were doing nothing
really. The Kurdish nationalists were the activesih Being physically removed from
Turkey actually allowed a space to open up for tpali activism, cultural self-
expression, and even discovery of the written fofrthe language they spoke growing
up. One refugee recounted her experience of attgradcourse in written Kurmanji and
the highly emotional event of reading a book pdnie Kurmaniji for the first time.
However, transnational Kurdish activism has beesratterized by disillusionment on
the part of nearly all.

Most people in my organization were eitt@nght in Turkey or massacred in Syria

by Intelligence forces after September tiweMany changed while in jail. When |

look back on it, I find it narrow and pritmie. Maybe we were progressive for our

time but it doesn’t seem so now. It's ragital to expect a socialist or communist
revolution; this has to do with the windglte times, the zeitgeist. Now I’'m more
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interested in cultural issues and am meraatratic. | still believe in choice for
both Turks and Kurds. Let them both dedidieey want to live together. | used to
believe in raising consciousness amongthketariat. But now | see that such a
revolution isn’t possible. (Yavuz, Alevi Kdish male, late-forties, Marxist-Leninist
movement and later leftist Kurdish movemaeimber, high school graduate)

| always lived Kurdish culture here becawsecouldn’t there! Music, theater, a
sazgroup. | was in charge of the cultural chapteamfssociation and in that
aspect it was quite rich. For example, wstéd a meeting of 100-150 Kurdish
youths once. We’'d do projects and | woutttkmfor 6 months at a time on this, for
example. There weren’t so many Swiss- & slased to them. There weren't so
many Turkish groups involved, either. Theréish groups were quite closed. The
PKK didn’t really much like Turkish leftists and vieersa ...l was aPKK
sympathizer for ten years until Ocalan wastured. After that the types of people
recruited changed. Conflicts arose. Theiplime was destroyed. People were
threatened. People got involved in drulgs;gersonal aspects and political views
did not match. People who didn’t reallyiee¢ were promoted and given
initiative! | didn’t want to be involved i it. Individuals give their lives for this
and some guy comes and scams everyonghidasn’'t acceptable for me. All of
my generation- good people, have left.daid this in front they'd be violent with
me but it's true. | defend the Kurdish aabsit I'm not active. | used to go to
demonstrations and concerts but not so magimore. It became repetitious over
time. (Can, Alevi Kurdish male, mid-fortjamaffiliated, elementary school
graduate)

Yavuz’s sharp use of the terms “narrow” and “privat on the one hand and “logical”
and “choice” on the other indicates what he viewsaalear qualitative break between
previous ideological views and his present-day eashon rights and democracy. The
term “zeitgeist” is also loaded with connotationgygesting contemporary conditions.
Similarly, the underlying belief in the Kurdish csuremains for Can but his frustration
with what he views as the closed nature of R and the post-Ocalan capture period
bothered him to the degree that he withdrew inteiopursuits, though he draws a line
between the cultural dimension of expressing Kirddentity and the politics of the
PKK. His statement that the “personal aspects antigablviews” did not match reflects

the intra-movement contention felt by both Turksd aturds in this study. Yildiz's
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experience, while concerned primarily with her dstn in Switzerland, also reflects

this.

Yes, at the beginning | was quite activetarted and signed petitions. | worked on

informing the public about issues in Turkegrought authors here. | brought

Kurdish groups to speak here and peopla titee Kurdish party in Turkey when it

was closed down. | tried to watch everyghiut | never had loyalty to one group or

party ... It has greatly decreased now. Beictiye- it's definitely gone down. |

have to deal with myself first before chiaggthe world. My interest is still great

but these days | want to deal with art enltuire before Swiss and Turkish politics.

| realized in relation to both Turkish afdrdish groups- if you want to change

something you need to live there! Yes,n affect things in Turkey by sending

money but it's not the same. (Yildiz, Aléurdish female, late-thirties,

unaffiliated, university graduate)
At first glance, Yildiz fits into the mould of aatmsnational activist. She organized
speakers to come from Turkey and educated theadmaktpopulation on homeland-
related issues. However, we see through time tlehature of that activism changes.
Not only does Yildiz wish to focus on her own dewpehent but she vocalizes the
sentiment voiced by others that living in Turkeykey to working on issues related to
Turkey. In many ways, this qualifies the argumehthe transnational literature that
identity and activism rise about the boundednessatibnal borders. For many refugees,
there was quite a clear line between homelandig®lind hostland politics. In addition,
the newfound focus that Yildiz places on persoeaktbpment, art, and culture was also
a sentiment expressed by many who felt disillusionéthin organizational hierarchy
and politics, whether Turkish or Kurdish. On théesthand, this shared experience of
breaking with organizations focused on Turkey doets mean that levels of political
participation or activism necessarily decreasedafbrOn the contrary, many refugees

became engaged in new forms of activism such asrGrRarty participation or

immigrant rights.
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In fact, through the course of the fieldwork, itchee increasingly clear that the
political culture of Switzerland itself played dean forging new forms of participation.
In the words of one Turkish refugee, ‘I think thelipcal socialization here was very
important and the movements that we found hereTurkey we didn't know what
“green” politics were. But here you can’t find ohaerk that isn’'t green in some wayri
other words, the physical break with Turkey, thditipal break with organizations in
Turkey, and the experience with Swiss (or Westenopgean) political culture all played
a role in change among the politically active, amio other political exiles (Wright and
Zuniga, 2007: 42). It is relevant to the resettlatrrocess in how refugees articulated
their socialization and acculturation process init&vland as being tied to that
organizational break. Although nearly all retairibdir leftist beliefs and ideals, almost
all expressed the importance of breaking off froochs ties to their process of
resettlement. This does not mean, however, that oriem of past activism are
characterized solely with critical and negativetseants. As Talat states,
| should emphasize, there were many gomdjshabout our movement. First, we
were very sensitive. Second, we were hobestally honest (our discourse and
protest were one). Third, the friendshigwamensely strong. Here friends won't
even loan money to one another. While ilnyae would allow ourselves to be
tortured instead of a friend who was irad lway. Other than that, there is no need
to idealize the movement. | still beliemesiquality and that Marx was a scientist,
not just an ideologue but God protect amyaho gets the socialism that we
believed in! Back then | adored Lenin bown see him as a dictator. (Talat,
Alevi Kurdish male, mid-fifties, conserwati Marxist-Leninist organization
member, high school graduate)
Talat’s view of his time in the movement revealssiens between looking back through
a critical lens and retaining positive aspectd asiwell. Allowing oneself to be tortured

instead of one’s friend is a potent reminder of thyges of bonds he formed and is

contrasted with what he perceives as a Swiss ulasheliag of friendship. At the same
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time, he asserts a highly critical perspective tua drawbacks of the former movement
while still maintaining certain fundamental beliefdis view on Marx is particularly
illuminating. He respects him now as a scientist,as an ideologue. Similar to previous
accounts, socialism remains an important aspeickentity, but its definition has shifted

to allow for change.

Talat is not alone in this regard. Many refugeeglieitly rejected romanticizing both
the movement they were involved with and the honekia general while retaining core
political beliefs. | argue therefore that part bé tresettlement process for members of
this community involves facing their previous picktl activism in a critical light and
being involved in political life in the host countrThe process-based approach to
diaspora allows us to understand how these indilgdare rejecting a primordial
understanding of the home country and creating foems of identity in the hostland
within the context of their particular movement.ejldo not view their activism or even
identity as existing solely through the lens ofitmational or ethnic background. In this
sense, all of the refugees share a collective stateting of change through time.
Another way to view this collective understandingcbange is through the group of

people the participants have chosen to socialitte, &s the following section explores.

4.3. The Social Circle

The social networks that people have formed indiaspora can give insight into the

collective changes they have experienced througle.tiAs Table 4.1 highlights, ten

149
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

people counted as Turks and Kurds as constitutiegrtajority of their circle of friends.
This does not mean, however, that the remaindgradicipants did not count people
from Turkey as belonging to their social circlestead, most of those refugees pointed
to their group of friends as being comprised okeotioreigners and Swiss alike. Almost
all the refugees singled out racist and right-wimgjviduals, whether Swiss or Turkish,
as being absent from their social circle. Interggyi, while some did maintain
friendships with nationalist Turkish or Kurdishefnds, most stated that the majority of
their friendships were with leftists or liberal-rdied people of all national backgrounds,
political exiles from various countries, and botlrks and Kurds. This lends support to
the idea of a diasporic collective identity basedleftist ideology rather than ethnic or
national background. Values and ethics seemed &y fdrgest role in choosing
friendships as many refugees stated they couldbadriends with very conservative,
religiously devout, or bigoted people. Nonethelsgswyeral instances of contention, often
based on socio-economic class differences betwemipg, did arise during the course
of the interviews. For instance, many refugees rilesg the type of tensions that have
existed between immigrants and refugees from Tulkeyg in Switzerland, as the

following section highlights.

4.3.1. Refugees and Immigrants

Although several participants recounted contentietween refugees and native Swiss,
there were also numerous stories about relatiohsele®@ economic immigrants from
Turkey and political exiles. The following accoustfrom a refugee who came soon
after the 1980 coup.

When | first arrived there were older Tuvkdso came as guest workers and 200 of
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them signed a petition for us to leave!rfeheere 1,500 guest worker families at
that time. When that happened, | decidegetado know them ... Anyway, they
started to get to know me and 5-6 othepfgedVe became part of that
community. | ended up having better reladiavith them than other leftists. (Arif,
Alevi Turkish male, late-forties, unaffilead, some university)

Though this story was highlighted by Arif as a piesi example of expanding his social
circle, it nonetheless shows the degree of sugpico the part of the immigrant
community towards the recently arrived politicalfugees. Both immigrants and
refugees carried with them their respective bidis®a the home country onto new turf.
Although this may have changed somewhat througle,titnwas at the beginning a
source of mutual distrust.

| want to add something if | may. The eaoim@immigrants and refugee

communities never came together. Therefeasthere on both sides. The

refugees saw the immigrants as represebtidg capitalist thinking. To them

the immigrant seems very pro-system, he go¢he consulate regularly. Naturally

people see one another as friends in tme s@mmunity. (Huseyin, Alevi Kurdish

male, late-forties, teachers’ associatioth eenter-left party member, university

graduate)
This account similarly highlights contention whighining a light on its mutually
reinforcing aspect. Not only were Turkish immigsarstuspicious of politically active
“trouble-makers”, but refugees were also suspicoiuthose they viewed as part of the
system they had been actively trying to change. @neale refugee highlighted her
discomfort with the amount of nosiness associatétl thhe immigrant community in
contrast to the more liberal refugee community.

| am very uncomfortable with much of therlish circles. | also don'’t like some

of the more psychotic actions of Easteropte (Here upset and hesitates to

continue.jPlease feel free to say what you think about)tieme of the

economic immigrants are really insufferafileey are often messing in my

business. (Zerrin, Alevi Turkish female drfiorties, participant in a communist
party, some high school)
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As a self-described free-spirited woman who reakiweiticism from the Turkish

community for divorcing her husband while he wagaih Zerrin’s account reflects the

constricted feeling relations with immigrants gawer. As she recounted later in her
interview, the greatest single aspect of livingSwitzerland was the freedom women
had to live their lives as they pleased. She ngdonvanted to visit Turkey because of
the difficult circumstances she had as an indepgngdeman who liked to have a drink
and smoke when visiting her hometown in southerrkdy While she hesitated to

identity “Eastern people” as Kurds, she did latéma that many of them were. She
went to great pains to point out that her ex-hudd@ad been Kurdish and that it was a
mindset issue rather than an ethnic one. Her mesitadoes reveal the existence of

unspoken biases and discriminatory tendenciesTilv&s harbor towards Kurds.

Nonetheless, there are many cases in which imntigedimgee relations exposed the

vulnerable position from which any foreigner, whethmmigrant or refugee, has to

negotiate their way through the process of accafitom, as the following quotation

highlights.
Well, in the 1980s before the internet, #aihere had to form groups to support
each other. | met a Kurdish woman once fidans who came here in 1970. She
said, “Thank God for the refugees! We caiildo to the market out of fear. We
didn’t know how to do anything here, howsfeak with people. They helped us
and made people aware of us.” (Yildiz, Akeurdish female, late-thirties,
unaffiliated, university graduate)

In this case refugees actually aided in the proocdéssiaking foreigners visible and

therefore claiming rights within in Swiss sociefhis advocacy role helped in some

ways to develop relations more positively. In aiddit the fact that many Kurds who

came in the late 1980s and 1990s underwent famiigification or had family members
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qualify for refugee status helped to establish dewicommunity in contrast to many
Turkish refugees who were more isolated. A deepwlyais of refugee-economic
immigrant relations could potentially reveal thesd-based assumptions undergirding
such interactions. The fact that many economic ignamts have less formal schooling

than many of the refugees also adds to this paiégt(Fibbi et al., 2003).

4.3.2. Contention within the Social Circle
Many of the Turks and Kurds who marry Swiss natiera have children reported
engaging in a concerted effort to avoid associatimgymuch with people from Turkey,
regardless of ethnic background.
| don’t know many people from Turkey heBet if | walk ten meters from the
train station | say hi to at least ten geo@hen | go on holiday, | miss Bern.
Most of my friends are Swiss. | have feigrids from Turkey ... Actually, | try to
stay away from Turkish or Kurdish groupbelr goal is to take you into their
group and use you and wear you out. Theytdeek me out either. I'm waging a
cultural struggle now. | work on making nes; writing books, | published a
recipe book. People ask me- “Why arenit going something after spending 15
years in prison?” | am, just not in a narmway in a group. My Swiss circle is
wide (Yavuz, Alevi Kurdish male, late forties, Marxisehinist movement and
later leftist Kurdish movement member, hsgihool graduate)
For Yavuz, friendships with other Turks and Kurdgads entering into a political
discourse that he wishes to avoid. Similar to ¥ildbove, his concerns have moved
from politics to poetry, filmmaking, and cooking. i important to note here that he
does not view himself as becoming passive. Ratteers channeling his activist energy,
albeit in a different way than before. Interestinghough, when | came to Yavuz's
restaurant to interview him, two of his friendsttha was jailed with in Diyarbakir were

also there visiting him. This reveals a tensiont theose during the course of the

interviews. While on the one hand critical of Twitkiand Kurdish social circles, many
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refugees still retain friendships that transnatilgrstretch back into the homeland. Even
though such friendships constitute a type of tilhwhe homeland, many participants did
not want to be defined socially by the nationagtimic group to which they belong. Part

of that sentiment includes a rejection of naticstadentiment as well.

During the course of the interviews, it became rcthat there was a conscious effort on
the part of many of the participants to highliglothdistanced they felt from not only
nationalist but also ethnic nationalist or dognedticleftist circles. While pointing out a
few friendships with members of these circles, tla¢ythe same time attempted to
distance themselves from dogmatic or demagogiénstraithin the community. The
following statement reflects this.

The following profile bothers me: no matidretherDev-Solor TKO, or

whatever, many of refugees from Turkey mdreught closure. For them to still

be working towards that goal of previousds is sad. Particularly when there’s no

development within. They just bow down toidea. They don’t read. A guy got

mad that | was reading Freud. Come on, drveas one of the most important

thinkers of his timgDo you think there are many people like thdt@gkily there

aren’t too many. (Laughs) It's ok, | mostiyore such thinking. But they do block

some progress. They're essentially likec.qTalat, Alevi Kurdish male, mid-

fifties, conservative Marxist-Leninist orgaation member, high school graduate)
For Talat and many others, the unchanging persgeatd lack of critical self-analysis
found within some members of the leftist communstyuck them as particularly
problematic within the new national context of Sasiland. Interestingly, in my
interviews | did not come across anyone with suelws though it was often reported by
others. As Talat admits, he does not know many lpeepo fit such a description, yet
this typology of unrepentant and dogmatic leftistse as a type of leftist many refugees

rejected. This further indicates that the notiombt it means to be a leftist has shifted

for many refugees.
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Ethnic nationalism also arose as a problematiceigsu many refugees. Significantly,
criticism of Kurdish nationalism was voiced by akbhall of the Turkish refugees. Many
of them specifically called out tHeKK as partaking in a problematic discourse.
| don't feel comfortable with some Kurdighople. Or rather, anyone with strong
nationalist sentiments. This could be Kuydsot. I've also noticed it with Alevis
too. | haven't socialized with too many Kigh nationalists. (Leyla, Sunni Turkish
woman, early-forties, Marxist-Leninist movent member, university graduate)
The murder of Hrant Dink really shook me lghowed how very bad nationalism
is. For example, you get closer and closéfurdish nationalism and you see how
aggressive and b&KK discourse is. In the end nationalism is a consduthing
and seeing people organizing around it rmake sad. | went into jail in 1992 and
quickly lost my connection with my orgartioa. Maybe because people who call
themselves socialist got so conservatiget less conservative. It bothers me.
(Why?)Because at some point you get to a breaking p@gmhet, Sunni Turkish
male, early-forties, Marxist-Leninist movent member, university graduate)
Interestingly, both Leyla’s andsmet’'s accounts, similar to other Turkish refugee
critiques of Kurdish nationalism, are couched witlai criticism of nationalism itself
over the specifically Kurdish nature of it. In faéémet simultaneously critiques the
discourses obev-Solsocialism, Turkish nationalist) and Kurdish nationalism. Other
refugees also stated that they did not know mankiStu nationalists in Switzerland but
instead were faced with Kurdish or Alevi nationalisnore than other ideologies. To

what extend this discomfort is due to the Kurdiskune of the sentiment or nationalism

itself is difficult to ascertain but it indicates anderlying tension.

As previously mentioned, while sympathetic to therdish cause, almost all of the

Kurdish refugees expressed discontentment wittKtlmelish nationalist movement and

% Hrant Dink was a Turkish journalist and publisbéArmenian descent who was assassinated by a
Turkish nationalist in 2007.
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second-generatioRKK activism. Some claimed socialist identity as bestrgnger than
their Kurdish identity, while others pointed to théolent nature of the group,
particularly in its later generations. The follogiexcerpt reflects this critique.

When | first came here, it wasn’t so forefgr me because of the tourism industry
that | had worked in. | even found a gidfrd in the first week! (laughs) | was
critiqued by other Kurds because | wasnolttggal or ideological. So | went to a
PKK organization once. My older brother was alreadg laad active. People
would tell me- “we need to be in the moumddighting.” That was always strange
to me. | became more ideological here dlgtuaarough reading®KK publications
and so on. It's an emotional issue, younaéland and so forth. THeKK is so

good at this type of thing. It's a realigtually. The day-to-day events in Turkey
are enough to motivate people. They resah events and present it in a certain
way...(Kind of like agitprop?)Yes. You're at home watching TV and you see
people dying. These conceptSefkabunindependence) ariBlerkadun

(struggle). You live with that. So we weaught up in that. At that time having a
profession here was below us. Without hgwarcountry you are nothing! Now |
see it's wrong to think that way (laugHhss wrong to live here and do nothing
here. | want a Kurdistan but | don’t wamfd@cus just on that. | was very
emotional and with my youth it was stronggaen | first came. | did that for 10
years. (Can, Alevi Kurdish male, mid-fosti@naffiliated, elementary school
graduate)

In contrast to the other Kurdish refugees intergdywCan was not politically active in
Turkey (he was arrested for speaking up at a sfatesored rally). Instead, he became
politically active in Europe, as did many other Esithroughout Europe who fled due to
ethnic persecution (Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001; VannBssen, 1998). In fact, initially
he felt that his former work in the tourism indysin Turkey gave him a certain degree
of cultural capital to gain economic and accultieaisuccess in Switzerland, i.e. ease
with learning languages, interacting with foreigg)eand so on. Nonetheless, he became
active in the hostland. His account zeroes in om tiee “injustice frames” utilized by a
movement can be a site for ongoing emotional w@&adwin et al., 2004: 8-9; 14-15)
through the collective re-imagining of homeland tfirs case Kurdistan), using the twin

concepts of independence and struggle. Though hewsdistanced fronPKK circles,
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his process of looking back to his activism in Qertand actually echoes how many
older Turkish and Kurdish activists critically assetheir movement experience in
Turkey. In addition, he also echoes the sentiméottwers that being involved in life in

the hostland is preferable to focusing only on llaost politics.

While wishing to maintain close relations with picklly like-minded people, Can and
others at the same time voiced a desire to movenrakg boxed-in political or ethnic
identity. In the words of one refugee, “I don’t wda be defined by my culture. | want
to rise above my culture”.

Most are people from Turkey- old friendse\Wshould say “I”- we live a bit of a
ghetto. We are more picky now in termsr@rfds.(What do you mean by
“ghetto”?) | mean we live in a narrower context in terms af social circle. For
me though, people shouldn’t be sexiststaor fascistic. It's not about being
leftist. It's about your conscience andady. This isn’'t from a dervish
understanding, but a type of conscioustesst harm people. | have some Greek,
Italian, Swiss, and Yugoslavian friendsefiéhare some Argentinean and Chilean
refugee friends too. I'm one of the Modaignders but I've never been a “cafe”
type, just sitting around talking. I've reevhad time. Talk is important from a
young age, but | prefer focused talkingMdsaic | help with meetings,
presentations, and arranging the booksekample, we arranged some
transsexuals from Turkey to come and spéakwere a bit nervous but it went
really well. These are the type of thinggant to do. Ninety percent of my friends
are leftist. It's not so much about postiout a type of social feelingMustafa,

Alevi Kurdish male, late-forties, Marxisehinist movement member, some
graduate school)

Interestingly, Mustafa does not view the “ghett@’fefers to in ethnic terms. Rather, he
is referring to the pickiness he and his friendgagre in with regard to their social circle.
His “pickiness” involves surrounding himself witkeg@ple who share a “type of social
feeling” rather than a strict, dogmatic adhererxesdrtain political tenets. Many other
refugees also echoed the importance of equality amdjection of sexism, racism,

homophobia, and other forms of bigotry as being teyhe formation of their social

157
Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

circle. While these values are not necessarilyskeib nature, the participants in this
study view them as constituting a part of theitis¢funderstanding. At the same time,
most of Mustafa’s friends tend to be from TurkekisThighlights the tension mentioned
earlier between wanting to rise above national gemknd and maintaining friendships
with people from that part of the world. In additjdis preference of “focused talking”
over “just sitting around talking” also highlighas attempt to move beyond the type of
deep discourse of youth to a more tangible implagatem of political beliefs. As a
founder of Mosaic and organizer of events therestisia has honed in on a space that
embodies these efforts. The following section exasihow such physical spaces that
arose during the interviews function as meetinghisofor members of the diasporic

community.

4.3.3. Community Centers

Mosaic is a collective cultural center located urigh formed years ago by Turkish and
Kurdish former members dev-GencandDev-Sal It consists of a dining area the size
of a small restaurant with a corner kitchen. A éargdjacent room consists of a library
of books in Turkish and Kurdish and an area foildrhn to play in. Organizers hold
meetings and invite speakers for discussions omwarpolitical and cultural topics.
Every Friday night a different member of the comrunooks dinner and the proceeds
go to fund the overhead and upkeep. It is a meagmognd largely for former leftist
activists from Turkey but also plays host to Swassl other international visitors. One
refugee informed me that numerous Master's theselsdeen written on the role of
Mosaic in the acculturation process of refugeemfiurkey in Zurich. | attended one

such Friday night dinner there in the course ofdeating my field work.
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As a key meeting ground for members of the commurtitis communal space
constitutes one of the many places in Switzerlarfterey members of the leftist
community congregate and socialize. Rather thanol@igal organization, Mosaic
functions rather as a social space where like-nimuBople meet to talk, eat, drink, and
have their children play together. This is not ¢inéy place where this occurs, moreover.
Two of the refugees (unknown to one another) thattdrviewed own and manage
restaurants located in community centers in Bedhiarfact were the locations where |
conducted the interviews. These centers are fuhgdkde municipal government and are
located in buildings where groups of people notyadt but also use other rooms for
social and political events and advertise politroaet-ups. Many refugees congregate in
these centers and one of the restaurateurs | spdkemploys other refugees from Iraq
and Cambodia. Though opening a restaurant in syddca represents an example of the
limited employment opportunities that are availatdeimmigrants without a certain
educational background, they also function as spadeere individuals can forge a
sense of community with both Swiss and foreignéike aOne restaurateur pointed out
that such a set-up allows his son and daughteontecafter school to study and at the
same time allows for socializing with people frofre tneighborhood. Additionally,
another refugee | spoke with works as a chef inrds¢éaurant of a large collective arts
center. He also lives in communal housing, somgthi@ has done since he arrived in
Switzerland. Yet another exile works in a coop&eafarming community. While these
spaces constitute an important economic opportufoty the refugees to forge a
satisfactory life, they also embody aspects ofrteecial and political identity both in

the types of people they attract and in the sehseramunity it fosters.
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In fact, the refugees | spoke with emphasized tikeative nature of these centers and
the important role they play in their social liv€ther refugees likewise pointed to their
activities in someHalk Evi (People’s Houses) located throughout Switzerlditnd: fact
that these centers are calletdlk Evi instead of the German or French equivalent
indicates that there is a link between these plaoelsearlier experiences with People’s
Houses and Village Institutes in Turkey. In fadte tvery collective nature of these
places is something refugees pointed to as a pesitid attractive aspect of them. While
the restaurants are obviously open to anyone wkbesito come, they, Mosaic, and the
People’s Houses tend to be attended by membeitseadiftist community, Turks and

Kurds alike.

4.4. Transnational Relations with the Homeland

Changing views of the homeland and hostland ocandhn-hand with the renegotiation
of political ideology and identity in the diaspotdentifying the types of relationships
refugees forge with the homeland help us to undedsthow this change occurs.
Tangible relations with the homeland can be exathineseveral different ways. Travel
done back and forth (for those who can), finanoeahittances, internet and telephone
communication, family reunification, and transnatibpolitical and cultural organizing
are all ways in which immigrants engage with thenkocountry. In addition to the
tangible relations there are also facets of livabgoad that are emotional, involve issues

of identity and memory, and transcend the natiatestontainer (Levitt and Glick-
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Schiller, 2004). In terms of actual travel, theugees in this research fall under two
categories: those with Swiss passports who can ¢é&ed do) go back to Turkey and
those who can not. Of those that do return on alaedasis, the process of visiting
Turkey is often filled with trepidation in regartts relations with customs officials and
the police. Likewise, many refugees send money hantgemost speak with family on a
regular basis. Whether discussing tangible relatimnthe emotional work that goes on
from a distance, though, the negotiation of idgntib the transnational plane can be
thought of as what one refugee called “difficult”aRegardless of whether or not
refugees want to return, there is an ongoing waatip with the homeland maintained
by the community, which comprises an essential aomapt of diaspora theory. This
section, therefore, looks at transnational relatiatith the homeland by examining how
refugees view visiting or permanent return; thensumption of Turkish news and
contacts with family and friends there; and thetention that exists between leftists in

Turkey and leftists in the diaspora.

4.4.1. The Issue of Return
Of the 23 refugees in the study, 12 are natural@edss citizens, with almost all of
them coming in the early 1980s. Although other gefes without Swiss citizenship can
travel, many do not return to Turkey because ofoamy trials, outstanding military
service, or threats from the police. Even amonge¢haho do visit on a regular basis,
many reported feelings of nervousness when deualitigpolice officials.

When | went to Greece (I couldn’t go to Hey before | got my Swiss passport

but the climates were similar) on holidaiynmediately looked for Swiss
newspapers. When | touched down in New Yaitl, the first thing we looked for
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was thé&lZZ*. You get used to life here. When | go to Turkéy, & sweating
nervous wreck until | get out of custonts the same thing when I'm leaving too.
Here | don’t have that paranoid feelingll, Stneed to keep it in perspective, 'm a
boy from Anatolia. It's hard to change thatspective totally. (Kerim, Sunni
Turkish male, mid-fifties, a socialist pamhember, university graduate)
As a resident of Switzerland since 1981, Kerim inamany ways become like any other
citizen of Zurich. The first newspaper he seeksmihe goes abroad is thNZZ Having
received Swiss citizenship, he has visited Turkenyntimes since becoming a Swiss
citizen, yet his trips are still marked by a certainxiety that does not subside
completely until he is back in Switzerland. Inteémegly, Greece was mentioned by
many refugees as a “substitute” destination oferder Turkey as the climate, cuisine,
and certain cultural practices are similar to thegédan and Mediterranean coasts of
Turkey. Greece was often a favored transit coufurythose making their way through

Europe as well. For many who are unable to phyyidedvel to Turkey, Greece has

become a way of returning without actually retugain

Even for the refugees that do visit on a regulaidahey did not express the desire to
return permanently. For many this was related teirtlacculturation process and
changing class status in Switzerland. While Swidtutal practices and discriminatory
attitudes were echoed by many as problematic, thews nonetheless an
acknowledgement of the “good life” that middle-dgseople were able to participate in
within Switzerland and how that affected any notioh permanent return. As one
refugee stated, “First, there’s the problem of maegrating, then a problem of
integrating. (Laughs.) Life is good here, even #omorking class person. You get

comfortable after a while.” The following excerpgsé@reflects this.

% NZzzrefers toNeue Ziircher Zeitung@urich’s main newspaper.
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| got amnesty for my conviction so | canlgaek to Turkey. Now | consider

myself an economic refugee, though. Theaesrtain level of comfort in living

here. We’re not machines, you know. We @yaty get used to life here. (Ali,

Alevi Kurdish male, early forties, Marxig¢bate club member, university

graduate)
Both refugees significantly used forms of the tetcomfort” to describe life in
Switzerland. The lack of economic opportunities Tinrkey coupled with the very
tangible concern of supporting oneself and onefilfalead to Ali's self-described
status as an “economic refugee”. His statement, f&\et machines, you know” shows
that while political beliefs and ideology may playkey role in refugee lives, getting by
is the concern of all, as it is among many indigiduin any society. While many

refugees criticized Switzerland for its societapeledence on economic success, none

harbored a desire to return to Turkey.

This was true both with Turks and Kurds. While iss&ue of return is more problematic
for Umit's case due to his involvement with a prarilish organization, his sentiment
regarding the “problem of integrating” highlightetbove was echoed by many other
refugees who also rejected permanent return. Conas not the only aspect of
Switzerland that the participants signaled as mmswot to return. Other more political
concerns were raised also.

Putting leftism aside, | would like for tigparency and democracy to exist in
Turkey and | always wanted this. Peopleaweiped out and these acts were
blamed on others: Bahriye Ugok, Muammerd®kd&Jgur Mumcu. They blamed it
on religious extremists BKK terrorists, but it was really the state that was
supported through Turkish-U.S. relationse3e were state-sanctioned murders.
Switzerland is a special place. It's traaremt here, even though it's one of the
most capitalist countries in the world.dwld give up communism and Marxism
for transparency. No one starves here.ntua@live in a Turkey like that. A place
where women are comfortable and can mahgmever they want, for example.
(Mehmet, Alevi Turkish male, late fortiesyolutionary federation member, some
high school)
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As earlier highlighted in Umit’'s quotation, intetjiom has the unintended consequence
of changing one’s living standard and thereforenvgieon their homeland as a place
worth visiting but not for living. Likewise, Mehmistchanges in ideological belief have
occurred because of his experience as a refugBwiizerland. Placing women'’s rights
and governmental transparency alongside capitaisove communism and Marxism is
a stark ideological declaration in and of itselfother words, it is not Turkey as a whole
that he rejects; it is rather the political enviment that he finds problematic. Likewise,
most refugees drew on the beauty of the landsqagsgtive aspects of Turkish culture,
and their ties to the country. It is important wirg out here that not all refugees view
Turkey as politically worsening. In fact, most agmaded growing cultural rights for
Kurds and Alevis and a few expressed satisfactiagr@wving religious freedoms in the

public sphere.

In addition to the reasons listed above, for mdrere are other issues affecting their
view on return: e.g. residual anger over theirttremt by the state, a refusal to do
military service, and political opposition to thhedatment of Kurds by the military. Some
participants voiced the issue of return with a mdransnational and novel
understanding, as the following quotation illustgat

| thought a lot about moving back and alsveeft the door open to it. But the
conditions were never right. Social mokgilg also much higher now. Even if we
move, it wouldn’t be in the classic senseoving back for good. My wife is
from here. My kids are in high school amilversity here. If | went there, | would
have to work in jobs that | don't agreehwideologically. If | did do jobs | agreed
with, the pay would be too low to get byh® | was reading about the latest
general elections there, | got more andenaterested in going back and getting
involved in politics there instead. But éaé's much different. People here are
constantly producing something, a platfoanpplicy, etc. You're expected to do
that. There’s none of that in Turkey. Waxitsts is a lot of empty chatter.
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(Huseyin, Alevi Kurdish male, late fortigsachers’ association and center-left
party member, university graduate)

Huseyin too echoes earlier quotations with hisest&nt on social mobility, his Swiss
spouse, and ideological principles as tying himSwitzerland, not to mention his
critique of political work in Turkey. More interesgly, however, is his statement that
even if he were to move, it would not be in thessla sense of moving back for good. It
is quite apparent from his statement and otherat tihile permanent return is not
desired on their part, there is an acknowledgemémie transnational nature of their
existence. It is increasingly difficult to label rkey as “homeland” (a designation that
may be problematic for Kurds) and Switzerland & jhostland”. In many ways the
terms can describe both Turkey and Switzerlando®e refugee pointed out, “I have
been living longer in Switzerland now than | didTiorkey.” For many Switzerland has
in many ways become home, whether or not that gsolkas been by choice.

I’'m definitely not returning for good. Isfrom being stubborn, | don’t know. |
don’t want to return to a place | fled frohcouldn’t live there. There’s no hope
for changglAre you angry?Yes Well, | shouldn’t exaggerate but yes | am. | had
friends who had to flee. People who killedmselves here. My cousins living
there, who are educated- university-educatel leftists, they don’t know the
history of this period. | couldn’t go thémr 16 years. Now | go once a year, once
every two years. (Mustafa, Alevi Kurdishledate forties, Marxist-Leninist
movement member, some graduate school)

| used to keep up more with Turkish neMssed to read the daily newspapers.
And | kept up with news by talking to frein Germany. Now | don’t so much.
At the beginning, yes. But now with all tindal nationalism- I’'m not interested
... And | have virtually no interest in termsmoving back. When it comes to
visiting, I'm not that interested to be lesh I've decided to leave my bones here
in Switzerland ... Back in the old days, €édgo spend weekends at the train
station with others. The poet Yahya Kemadeasked, “What do you love about
Ankara?” and to that | can say, “The trstiation, because it goes to Istanbul.”
Well, here it's the same thing. It's thag# that brings me closest to our
homeland. (Arif, Alevi Turkish male, |di@rties, unaffiliated, some university)
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Both Mustafa and Arif’'s accounts reflect the anigdirtowards their treatment in Turkey
and a remaining consciousness of the sharp brealktieurred in the process of leaving.
Earlier in his interview, Arif had drawn on the iompance of the local soil to his family
and the area he is from in southeastern Turkewdulition, the process of losing his
Turkish citizenship twice was a source of deeprtrauAlthough his memories are a mix
of good and bad, returning is a process that ig#&daful to undertake. At the same time,
his practice of hanging out and drinking a coffaéhviriends in the train station of his
Swiss city of residence reflects the ongoing precek remembering the homeland,
however contentious those memories may be. Asitsieperson in his family to leave
his region, even the act of “leaving his bonesSwitzerland was a highly symbolic
choice he made as a statement on his treatmenirkey. While Arif's understanding of
homeland is quite localized, other accounts aldastiate a wider territorial
understanding of homeland.
While I'm not a nationalist | did changéiain Switzerland. | was surprised by
the level of racism here and | didn’t expebefore | came. | have always been an
internationalist. | expected the same oéhmut | didn’t find that. Until they get to
know me as Ali, I'm a foreigner first anokémost. Living here | came to
appreciate my geograplilynotice you say “geography” instead of “country”.
Why?)es, for me this includes all the areas the Ottmrance were, from the
gates of Vienna to Persia. | would feel tamable in all those lands. I'm still a
Trotskyist, though, still a socialist. (AAlevi Kurdish male, early forties, Marxist
debate club member, university graduate)
Ali, who came in 1995, mentioned that he oftenteiTurkey to get away from the
racism he experienced in Switzerland. Interestinigé/quite significantly drew closer to
a particular novel re-imagining of his homelandasg a wider geographical space that
comprises former Ottoman areas. On the one hamd the& very conscious recognition

of homeland discrimination within a national corite®@n the other, his “geography” is

not one that draws on national borders as defithiegparameters of his identity.
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Not surprisingly, for those who can not return, gimings of homeland often diverge in

certain ways from those who can.
| really felt the handicap of not speakihg language. | started to feel as though
language is a type of homeland. You dazed that in Turkey, in your native land.
You can'’t talk with the same relish as gmuwith friends from Turkey. You miss
your close friends. There’s loneliness. Té¢eding of being at home, | don't feel it
here. With time those feelings starts ttefaway but I've never felt that one day |
would belong here. For example, one dagawe an old friend that we hadn’t seen
since Turkey and | was happy because he belongedtw storyfrom before
here! Istanbul of course plays an importalg in this. Walking around the city,
sharing experiences with people, thatfiedint. (smet, Sunni Turkish male, early
forties, Marxist-Leninist movement membseriversity graduate)
Although Ismet’s wife is Turkish and shares a similar expeeof incarceration, part
of re-imagining the homeland for him occurs throl@ihguage itself and the practice of
chatting with friends. Seeing someone he knows ffamkey serves to further tie him to
the homeland and perhaps also reinforces memofiéss adentity as it existed long
before he moved to Switzerland. Evismet, however, rejects the idea of moving back
for good. Having had a child with his wife, his gpgective has changed to include the
child’s interests in having an education he deeettebin Switzerland. Regardless of
the rejection of permanent return, refugees sitl ivays to engage transnationally with

the homeland. Consumption of news constitutes ook avenue.

4.4.2. Consumption of Turkish News

Quite significantly, while most refugees reject thetion of return, they remain
interested in Turkish news. In fact, the vast mgjasf refugees keep up with Turkish
news on a regular basis, with very few no longeadmeg Turkish newspapers or

watching television news. Of those participants wioolonger check in on news, they
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did keep up with news until relatively recently. Mawho do read newspapers on a
regular basis counted the online versions of pabbos such a¥eniSafak Zaman
Hurriyet, Milliyet, Radikal and Taraf as sites they regularly visit. These newspapers
range from conservative to liberal, respectivelyd athat variety of ideological
viewpoints was an expressed desire they stateder8eparticipants also noted their
conscious attempt to read more religiously inclimegvspapers since that reflected the
party in power and the contemporary political digse in Turkey. A few refugees also
counted socialist magazines and newspapers ameitgelding list, includinggirikim,
Bir Guin, Ses OnlingSosyalist 4ci, bianet andOzgir GundemThis is in addition to the
newspapers likéllrriyet Avrupaprinted in Turkish and geared towards the immigran
community as a whole. The following excerpts hightithese practices.
For twenty years | watched Turkish TV asdd Turkish newspapers. | was so
close that | could feel Turkey’s breathmyg ear. For example, my kids speak
perfectly good Turkish with me even thodigéy never went to a Turkish school.
(Zerrin, Alevi Turkish female, mid-fortiegarticipant in a communist party, some
high school)
Yes, | follow events. | read our newspapere,Politika. | read everything that |
can. We Kurds are interested in what hapefurkey, even when the prime
minister raises his finger. (Umit, Alevi Klish male, mid-forties, Marxist-Leninist
movement and later Kurdish nationalist mogat member, elementary school
graduate)
The notion of “feel(ing) Turkey’'s breath in my eaathd all that entails reflects how
refugees formerly active in Turkish politics havegaged in a newer form of
transnational activity. For those interested ind{sin issues as well, the current political
discourse in Turkey focusing on increased dialoguih Kurds has informed their
interest in following the news. This sphere of egggaent through news has been further

strengthened through technologies such as thenbttend satellite TV. However, all

refugees, even more recent arrivals, noted that #feo read Swiss newspapers on a
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regular basis and emphasized the importance ofgdedn This is relevant because it
shows that refugees are not merely involved inctiveent affairs of their homeland. It
reflects a general interest in staying informedagics of interest in both places. In fact,
regardless of the levels of formal schooling, bB# participants noted their interest in
reading newspapers and books in general. This hiflaa-average emphasis on
intellectual pursuits may also play a role in thieiterest in homeland, hostland, and

world events.

While on the one hand most participants refusede® return as possible and more
importantly, did not express a desire to retureytbontinue to stay engaged with the
homeland through the hearty consumption of newatgue here that this seemingly
conflicting process of following political eventsndh news while harboring little
nostalgia for return is directly related to somey lespects of refugee lives. First, the
deep rupture of the social movement and the sulesegli will it created a certain
critical disposition of the refugees towards Turk8gcond, the amount of time that has
passed has led to a socialization process that sngemanent return seem
inconceivable. Finally and particularly relevant tiois thesis, the renegotiation of
identity on the transnational place and technolmgicivances have allowed refugees to
remain in the hostland while engaging with the hiam& on a plane that does not
necessitate return. In some ways, for many, belihg t® visit strengthens the desire to
not move back precisely because refugees caiatilaspects of Turkey while retaining
aspects of Switzerland they desire. Staying engagdd homeland news is one way
they accomplish this. Technology is another, agahewing quotation highlights.

| visit often. Turkey grew very close ta &ights used to cost 800 Francs.
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Telephone calls cost 2.5 lira per minutewNt's so much closer. There are more
available and cheaper flights. Skype, smgven people that | thought | would
never talk to | see on Skype by chance c@relive Turkey without stepping foot
there. (Murat, Sunni Turkish male, earfyids, Marxist-Leninist movement
member, some PhD work)
This account falls into the “transnational globatwork” that Tambiah (2000) discussed
in relation to transnationalism. Rather than artaeetwork that builds upon relations
between host and home countries, this type of ming allows one to “live Turkey
without stepping foot there” and constitutes a tgpeelation beyond national borders.

In this sense, Murat’s sentiment is similar to HiiIss conceptualization of moving to

Turkey in a manner different from permanent return.

Though research has shown that Turks, Kurds, aedig\are often actively involved in
forging transnational political ties with Turkeyr@un, 2002; Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001;
Sokefeld, 2006; Van Bruinessen, 1998), | have fotimat the participants in this
research showed lower rates of active participailonhomeland politics. A few
mentioned tentative relations with leftist politigarties in Turkey, one unionist refugee
talked about conducting meetings with unions inKéyr and one Kurdish refugee
mentioned organizing on behalf of Kurdish rightsTiarkey. On the whole however,
active involvement in Turkish politics did not seetm greatly color the nature
transnational relations with the homeland. Thisyseé indicate that while refugees are
engaging in a form of cultural transnational intti@ through travel and new
technologies and consumption of news, their notmingansnational political activism
have transformed into more localized understandilmggact, when it comes to political
activism, there is a pronounced consciousness ioflevay from the homeland and

being involved in issues related to the hostland.
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In terms of diaspora theory, the following certgioharacterize the Turks and Kurds of
this research: dispersal to two or more countriles, continued relationship with the
homeland, and alienation from homeland. The “ideaion of return to homeland”
(Safran, 1991: 191) is difficult to ascribe to tdemmunity, partly because of the
transformations in identity and circumstance tharevdetailed above. As Clifford
(1994) points out, moreover, a shared history giession and dispersal can be as
significant in forging diasporic identity as angbéyof imagining of return or even origin.
While the refugees share certain positive and negatews of Turkey, none engaged in
a process of actively re-imagining return. Thisldquartly be because many can and do
visit the country and therefore are faced with tdoatemporary dynamics of Turkish
society. However, that does not explain the lackiedire to move back on the part of
refugees who currently can not visit. | argue héad in addition to the rupture of the
social movement in Turkey by harsh state represamhthe subsequent acculturation
and resettlement process in Switzerland, changoga@mic and class-based concerns,
the changing nature of political ideology, and niemms of activist identity have also
contributed to this decreased desire to returnaBse political activism has defined the
notions of self for these participants througholeit youth and adulthood, it is

important to examine how changes in identity ambidgy have occurred in exile.
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4.5. Changes in Political Ideology and New Forms dflentity

4.5.1. Political Socialization in the Diaspora
While most refugees rejected being labeled as &at@mocrats”, perhaps because of
the negative connotations it engenders in Turkeprggreftists, many acknowledged
that much of the change they wanted to see in Juvkas the type of platform that
European social democrats often pushed for.
In Turkey at that time the issues thataests dealt with were the social-
democratic issues of Western Europe outsidevolution. But when we came
here, the things we expected from Turkeyevileose issues. Human rights, social
rights, democratization, etc. All of a seddve found ourselves amongst those
beliefs. This has to do with how we wereetled, socialized here and how we
wanted to see Turkey change ... Even ourviwards our friends have
changed, the ones still involved in po#tighey are not as liberal, not as open-
minded, they are more hypocritical. Somesrhhelp out at foundations in
TurkeyArdahan’lilar’®. The issue of equal opportunity arises and theyseme
of giving up the socialist ideals. There aomen who can’t get their breast exams
and have cancer right under their nosesy Don’'t deal with daily problems and
get mad that | isolate them from the Rettofu (Murat, Sunni Turkish male, early
fifties, Marxist-Leninist movement membsome PhD work)
Murat's account was echoed by other former acsvisho continue to be active in
political and social issues but view their timeSwitzerland as playing a key role in
shifting their viewpoints. The increasing focusissues of democracy, minority rights,
freedom, and the environment over notions of revah, socialism, and communism
arose again and again. While most participantsd®w on their socialist identity and
continued belief in social justice and equalitycasstant throughout their activist lives,
these other shifts also played a key role in whaly tsaw as a difference between

themselves and leftists in Turkey. The “outsideesolution” aspect that Murat touches

upon is important as well. Without a doubt, thetliefTurkey in the 1970s was more

% This is an organization that works with peoplenfrérdahan and its region.
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radicalized than social democratic politics in VéestEurope, and migrating to Europe
served to socialize many people into more estabksti-friendly activism. This has
caused contention between Turkish leftists in tlasmbra and those who remained in
Turkey, as Murat’'s account shows. Frustration Wettists in Turkey arose often from
refugees who felt as though practicality was foesafor political purity. The veracity of
the critiques of leftists living in Turkey can baegtioned but what is relevant is how the

refugees share a critical perspective on leftistheé homeland.

For politically active leftists who had previousbeen militants as Murat had been,
Switzerland served a role in promoting peacefulausidndings of political change, as
the following account also highlights.

No, I’'m not really involved in Turkish ptiis. Not so much with organizations, at
least. | try to help out with events, paige individuals, though ... My thoughts
have changed. We went from a pro-gun migyntal a more peaceful movement.
In that magazinglttakiler, we pushed peacedévelopednyself a lot. That was
1987. I'm not a social democrat, though. i&/enore humanist, freedom-oriented,
tolerant of religion, environmentally-corages, and rights-oriented. We thought a
lot, argued a lot. Now it's easy to saytewiolence. But back then it was hard.
The idea of revolution is violent. The pickl culture here in Switzerland affected
me a lot. GSOR really affected us. | knew their lawyer and we Wosee each
other. So we started to support them aliovicheir line. We became anti-
militarist and pro-freedom of conscience’m just not in the same place as
friends back home. Here we developed cegansitivities towards women,
environment, racism, gays, etc. We thoagigaut and debated these things. We
worked through it. There are people in Byrkke that, sure, but it tends to be a
different perspective from ours. (Cem, Aléurkish and Kurdish male, mid-fifties,
Marxist-Leninist movement member, univergjitaduate)

It is important to point out that not all politiced¢fugees were involved in the Turkish

leftist movement as militants but for a great magivists revolution and the violence

% Gruppe fiir eine Schweiz ohne Arng€oup for a Switzerland without an Army) is artianilitarist,
pro-peace organization that has promoted sevdizties’ initiatives in favor of abolishing not ortiye
army but also the sale of arms to other countries.
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that went with it were an important part of thecdisrse. For Cem as for many others,
the post-1968 leftist discourse, with its emphasisrights, religious freedom, and the
environment, filled the space left by the sharpakrsvith the leftist movement and

served to re-channel a continued concern with saeéice. Many refugees pointed to
their membership in the Green Party as a mediuougir which they channeled their
activism. Two of the refugees | spoke with wereuatiGreen Party representatives in
both city and federal governments while othersegitholunteered or attended rallies
organized by the Party. Both Murat and Cem, howewegre early arrivals to

Switzerland and both were university-educated. Té&gperience was characterized by a
long process of reflection and a focus on develpgimemselves into new political

animals. Their jobs, furthermore, included workimigh these issues directly.

Even refugees who view themselves as having undergtess ideological
transformation than Murat or Cem mentioned a ratibn that the “times” had changed.

The movement doesn’t change. Socialisthatisonal changed and Tony Cliff
stated that the anti-globalization movenwvesis what would determine the
Socialist International. He stated thatiparin countries weren’t important;
instead it's the global movement. He fornaadbrganization to reduce debts of
third world countries to IMF. That's howetimovement has been in the past ten
years ... Also in Turkey- the cultural centeBeygslu, Kara Kedi is an example

of an organization like that ... Some peagall us soft because we also include the
rights of transsexuals. It's clear thoulgattthis capitalist system can not be
sustained. Everyone is against somethidgtamore open because not everyone
is a Communist, they don’t necessarily krigtalin or Trotsky but they know all is
not well. (Cahit, Sunni Turkish male, |&beties, Marxist-Leninist party member,
elementary school graduate)

The transnational anti-globalization movement heglated older, more nationally-
based forms of socialist protest according to Cahit represents a manifestation of the

“transnational global network” (Tambiah, 2000) viitithe political activism sphere.

174

Please purchase 'e-PDF Converter and Creator* on hitp://www.e-pdfconverter.com to remove this message|



http://www.e-pdfconverter.com
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/
http://www.e-pdfconverter.com/

While the priorities have changed, the energy i tbrm of the movement remains
within such a perspective. Here again the issueriglits arises. For Cahit, the
transnational nature of the anti-globalization nroeet has also provided an avenue for
activism that a refugee exiled from his homeland parsue. In other words, political
exiles are finding novel ways in which to stay poélly engaged within new forms of
social movements and leftist politics. This does mean, however, that the process of
political socialization was unproblematic for affugees, particularly those that came to
an environment increasingly hostile towards forergn Heightened anti-refugee
sentiment felt by many of the refugees who camén1990s often manifested itself in
their decreasing interest in political activismaaghole. Many refugees who spent time
in jail also expressed a lowered interest in pmditiThough not addressed directly in the
interview, the demoralizing aspect of prison tinmeloubtedly played a role in this.

No, I’'m not involved in Turkish or Swissltizs at all. | follow the news here, but

not religiously. | do follow the Swiss efiens because those are issues that affect

all of us .. My interest went down immensely but that happenbile | was in

jail. I carry a certain superficial interésit that's about it ..l prefer to be in my

turtle shell to be honest. (Leyla, Sunnikish woman, early forties, Marxist-

Leninist movement member, university gradua
Having become immediately disillusioned with hegaization upon entering jail for
what would turn out to be a long stay, Leyla’s @itt rejection of politics can be traced
back to her experiences in Turkey. Her self-descrifiercely protective perspective
towards her husband and child directs any andalthoices she makes in the hostland.
Just as many refugees have rejected political iantifor art, writing, or filmmaking,
Leyla has embraced her family as a top priorityciSahoices feed into the changing

understanding of identity. Her use of the term tteusshell” is interesting. While her

actions may constitute what many would considenarhal” life, i.e. working, taking
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care of her family, etc., for a former activist hsrself it represents an act of
withdrawing. This self-assessment further highkghow the framing of oneself as an

activist continues even when there is a rejecticthat very identity.

4.5.2. Changing Notions of Identity
The interview process directly probed the ways ihiclw the participants view
themselves in terms of their identity. After thairival in Switzerland, many refugees
began to feel as though the struggles they faced smnilar to the struggles faced by all
immigrants. Although the contention between refsgaed immigrants from Turkey was
discussed in a previous section, the interviews adgealed that many politically active
individuals through time began to frame both trestivism and their own identity in
terms of an immigrant one.
| feel a commonality with anyone who hamedhere as an immigrant, whether
leftists or rightists. We share similar cems. This was different twenty years
ago. Now you are part of the system scaittesponse. For example, I'm the head
of an umbrella organization for all immigoa-related groups. This is a
non-ideological group. (Cemile, Sunni Tetkfemale, mid-forties, active in school
associations, university graduate)
Not only does Cemile feel a commonality with otimamigrants regardless of national
background, but she channels her concern for sacidl political issues through the
medium of a group that advocates for immigranttsgBhe also recognizes the changes
that have occurred through time in relation to entity. In addition to taking
advantage of the particular opportunity structuresilable for such work, she is able to
continue the process of social justice that sheadiner refugees engaged in while active

in Turkey. At this point, it is helpful to revisihe concept of identity as arising from the

relationship between “discursive practices” andietat structures (Polletta and Jasper,
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2001: 285). Refugees like Cemile are able to drawan activist past, educational
background, and contemporary societal structure@srt@in engaged in ways that shape
their identity. This is also true for those who Wwan or are involved with immigrant
rights organizations, the Green Party, the antbgliaation movement, and various

types of cooperatives.

The literature on exiles suggest that while thecess is marked both by disorientation
and openness to new possibilities, the degree tichwih occurs varies for different
groups and individuals (Rollemberg, 2007). While njhgoarticipants identified as
immigrants (particularly those active in immigrgndlitical circles), some continue to
identify as refugees or exiles and draw on the ggemf banishment as continuing to
define aspects of their identity.

| absolutely feel like a refugee and adeexivhat made NazifhNazim was being

an exile. Right at this very second, | ided an exile. We were kicked out. We

didn’t want to leave. And now they see wihappens, what has become of the

country ... I don't like politics anymorehate it. Unions, parties- they're terrible.

Leftists became rightists. Islamists aeeltberal ones now! | don't like it. | find

the whole discourse very fake and disingesu(Zerrin, Alevi Turkish female,

mid-forties, participant in a communistfgasome high school)
For Zerrin, claiming her status as an exile is & ¥aa her to voice her disappointment
both at the way in which she was treated and atr#tjectory of events in the homeland.
While rejecting the contemporary political discaishe also establishes a link between
contemporary political developments in Turkey amel forced migration of a population
of politically engaged people. Among these refugememory and the emotions

associated with the exile experience function aypg of anchor to their changing

identity through time. When speaking with Zerrihete were times in the interview

[0 This is in reference to Nazim Hikmet, a leftisepand perhaps the most well-known Turkish exile.
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where she would gently grab my arm and ask thatdure to write what she was saying
regarding her experience, as did others as wekréllwas a heightened emphasis on
remembering and recording and on an emotional leveglalpable sadness at the
unnecessary nature of the exile. Another partidigamilarly stated, “Thirty years ago,

we were calling for something liIKERT6® We weren't radicals. We were exiled. Was it

really worth it really to put us all through suchim?”

As highlighted in earlier sections, many intervieresealed a growing concern with
personal development and growth. As the followirgeept shows, however, this does
not necessarily mean that there has been a sharngehn basic political values, but
rather that the methods and interests have shifted.
| don’t put politics within identity. Butgssonally, as much as possible I try to be
active in everything according to my pachili and personal beliefs, but not in an
organizational way. It's more individualdapersonal. I'm into personal
development. | give seminars on Alevi issuaoreBektashiand Sufism
actually. It was more about collective ittignback then but now it’s just me.
(Aziz Dede, Alevi Turkish male, mid-fiftieMarxist-Leninist movement member,
some university)
Through this excerpt it is possible to see a comthogad heard throughout participant
responses. For many political ideals and persatedl$s are often one and the same
though a dogmatic or organizational understandingotitics is not a key part of their
identity. This quotation echoes the anti-organ@adl perspective highlighted earlier on
in the chapter. Aziz Dede was unique in highlighten increase in religious belief,

though many did also focus on individual developtmehile still retaining a certain

socialist and collective consciousness.

[ Started in 2009TRT6is the first Kurdish-language channel producedlaoddcasted in Turkey. It
should be noted, however, that it is state-runtagidly controlled.
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| got offers to work for Swiss organizatsoth looked to run for political office. |
began to think, “Why am | always on theesad the oppressed?” | worked with
thePDA, the Communist Party here in Switzerland. | wenprotests. “Why?
Why?” I'd ask myself. | was also involvedRPlanet 13 also and the Immigrants’
Party. But | didn’'t want to deal only witlnmigrant “othering”. | got involved in
the women’s arm of the Socialist Partyot gupport but became sick of it after a
while. Doing politics here is drudgery. liog and slaving. (laughs) Nothing
changes. I'm quite disillusioned and resmyuit politics and develop myself in
new and different ways ... It has greatlyrdased but how. Being active- it's
definitely gone down. | have to deal withself first before changing the world.
My interest is still great but these dayght to deal with art and culture before
Swiss and Turkish politics. (Yildiz, Alekurdish female, late thirties, unaffiliated,
university graduate)
The disillusionment with politics and viewing theofk associated with it as drudgery
reflects this particular individual’s journey thigiu various facets of leftist activism in
Switzerland, from immigrant issues to women’s isst@ a variety of political parties.
For Yildiz, part of this new emphasis on art anttuce involves a project to shoot a
memoir film detailing her life experiences alongsithe experiences of one of the
pioneers of the Swiss feminist movement. She atstechlater in her interview that
because she was born as a woman, a Kurd, an Aledidisabled, she never felt the
opportunity to choose how to define herself. Thecpss she engages in now is an

attempt to promote her own agency in defining wheis.

For others a more localized understanding of astivand identity developed through
time. Ayse is active in the local community board of herghéiorhood in Geneva. Her
concern is with the daily, “aesthetic aspects”ife#f Which involves local involvement.
While walking with her through her neighborhoodnéntioned how multicultural and
interesting it was. On that point she challenged tmdook deeper at the African
immigrant men hanging out on the sidewalk and goesthy they were there, the type

of travel they undertook to arrive in Switzerlarahd the type of labor they were
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involved in. Likewise, she critiqued the presenédrendy restaurants in the area as
catering to only a certain class of people. Sheer@dear that it was necessary to spend
time looking deeper into what surrounds us in oumediate area. Such sentiments
constitute a highly localized understanding of ittgrand activism but also issues of

gentrification, changing racial demographics, atiteoissues relevant to neighborhood

politics.

Another more localized understanding of belongimgsa when talking about city
culture, Zurich and Bern in particular. In the wemf one refugee, “I'm from Zurich. |
also have an identity as an immigrant. At the sdme the Turkish side is still
definitely there. My mom once said that | was Sviiefore | even came here, though. |
was always different.” This statement representsudti-faceted understanding of
identity as being composed of an urban and immigidentity while also tracing his
critical disposition back to his time in Turkey. tYanother exile also drew upon Zurich
when referring to himself as a “Zurich Turk”. Fdretn, their experiences as refugees,
then residents, and finally citizens within the ot of the city played a key role in
directing the trajectories of their lives. Thesaris of local patriotism that arose during
the interviews even reflected some of the very $bagding rivalries between Swiss
cities.

| feel Swiss- maybe they don’t see me Weg. Maybe I'm exaggerating but I'm

happy. Nothing is perfect but | wouldn’t gack for good, only for holiday. | have

a certain type of local patriotism- | ggiset when Zurich and Bern have a fight

over something. | defend Bern. | grew uprreeriver so perhaps that’s why | like

Bern, with the Aare River. | don't like keg- they are so still. | prefer the motion

of the river. (Yavuz, Alevi Kurdish malaté forties, Marxist-Leninist movement

and later leftist Kurdish movement memibégh school graduate)

| love living here though. When | leave i¢trrl miss it. | know every street here. |
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know people. It's my village. | start teefeespect for Zurich even when | go to

Basel. You start to internalize the cit@a(, Alevi Kurdish male, early forties,

unaffiliated, elementary school graduate)
Yavuz’'s account not only draws on a localized ustderding of citizenship based on
city membership but also reveals a territorial gadgraphical concern by tying the river
of Bern to the river of the village he grew up ks identity is not only based on an
urban dimension, but also on a transnational utaledshg of nature. Though he was in
the process of gaining Swiss citizenship, Yavuanteally stated that he felt Swiss even
if the Swiss did not see him that way. His veryalazed understanding of belonging
highlights again the importance many refugees plawe identifying with the country
they live in; interestingly though, the vast majprof refugees did not report feeling
Swiss. Similarly, Can’s intricate knowledge of Ains streets also constitutes a tie
between him and the city. The “internalizationté city as his “village” indicates how

intimate understandings of city life can be in itientity formation process of someone

whose origins stretch far away.

4.6. Conclusion

Memories of hostland and past activism have undaliptplayed an important role in
the political socialization process of this grodpr&fugees in Switzerland. While these
participants continue to engage transnationallyhvetents in Turkey and retain their
core political values, in terms of political acsm they are largely focused on enacting
change within the hostland context of immigranhtsy environmentalism, cultural self-

expression, and personal development. This is noisalated finding. Research on
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political activists in other contexts also showattivhile people may grow distant from
organizational politics and the political concenisthe 1968 generation, core political
values and beliefs do not shift greatly (Braungend Braungart, 1990; Teske, 1997). |
argue in fact that while the process of identitynfation is dynamic and ever-changing,
it is also the notion of what is means to be adethat has shifted rather than basic
worldview. All the refugees in this research stidinsidered themselves leftist or socialist

yet all expressed change through time in relatotieir political identity.

| argue, therefore, that there is something thathma called a collective leftist identity
based on diasporic experience for a number of nsagdeirst, it is true that many leftist
refugees from Turkey were dispersed to multipleatimns. This forced migration was
also characterized by a degree of alienation framkdy though ongoing relations with
the homeland continued through time (Safran, 1999é&gond, a large number of these
refugees have engaged in “selective accommodati@iifford, 1994: 308) by
incorporating aspects of hostland culture to theiderstandings of self (i.e. socializing
with other Turkish and Kurdish refugees, attendivaik eviand community centers)
while establishing themselves as different throtigdir status as immigrant or exile. In
addition, through time the “teleology of return” tile homeland (Tambiah 2000, 172)
that was present in the first couple of years ohynaxiles’ experience in Switzerland
has been replaced with a critical disposition tasathe notion of return and towards
political activism in the homeland. Finally, whaistthguishes this group from other
diasporic communities is the exilic nature of thekperience. As exiled individuals,
both their experience with Turkish state repressind the Swiss refugee resettlement

system and shifting levels of political activismrdbigh time provide them with an
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experience of forced migration different in natén@m other forced migrants. This has

implications for further study and will be discudse the concluding chapter.
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CONCLUSION

I have argued that the following features of tHeigee community studied in this thesis
represent aspects of a leftist diasporic identibemories of and criticism of past
activism, shared contentious relations with the &élamd and hostland states, and similar
changes in identity and activism through time. T@ms over issues of gender, ethnicity,
time of arrival in hostland, and socio-economicsslaemain within this group of
individuals. Nonetheless, the shared charactesisstated above in many ways
incorporate these tensions into the collective titkenof a leftist diaspora. This
concluding chapter will present a summary of thaptérs that support these findings,

ways of improving upon this research, and seveeassaof further research.

The fieldwork chapters have highlighted several angnt findings that support the
possibility of a valid analytical category of leftidiasporic identity. First, an analysis of
the legal process indicates that as activists cgnhngely from leftist or minority

backgrounds, all participants had contentious iaiatwith the Turkish state and were
victims of state repression, though intervieweeoaots support the notion that the
Turkish state was institutionally harsher towardgd§é. The refugees’ experience with
the Swiss state varies in more categorical way® ifterviews strongly suggest that
time of arrival played a large role in the expecenwith Swiss state institutions, with
refugees coming in the 1990s experiencing a rese¢tht system more focused on
controlling refugee lives. Increasing global migvat patterns and Swiss economic

circumstances appear to have played a key rolehis increasingly controlling
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resettlement system. For those refugees who catee fderefore, much of their
changing notions of identity have been coloredtiy éxperience with the Swiss state.
Nonetheless, the contentious relationship betwberréfugees and the homeland state
has continued through time and has affected tlodieative identity in a manner similar

to other exiled groups.

The findings of the fourth chapter have illustratbdt the notion of what it is to be a
leftist has shifted for nearly all the refugees.isTIs reflected in their social circle,
relations with the homeland, and changes in paliiideology and identity. All refugees
continued to view themselves as leftists or sastialihile nearly all experienced serious
changes in their levels or types of activism. Ttispter also found that refugees do
engage transnationally in key ways: First, througrenues such as travel (when
possible) and following news and developments e tlomeland; and second, in a
manner more focused on hostland incorporation péeas of homeland leftist culture
such as the Swidsalk eviinstitutions, centers like Mosaic, and socializingh other
Turks and Kurds. | have argued that because optssibility of “living Turkey” in
Switzerland, exiled individuals are able to dismisgtions of permanent return and
retain a critical disposition towards the homeldnda similar way, though their political
identity and activism have shifted into various ey@s of interest, they share the very
aspect of transformation from homeland-based toemocalized understandings. All
emphasized the importance of engaging with localéas in the hostland. In this sense,
their perspective on hostland activism rather thameland activism constitutes a more
definitive aspect of their collective identity. Bhiies in contrast to other diasporic

groups, whose homeland-based activism definega [zart of their collective identity.
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As is apparent in both chapters, it is importanhtde the contention and difference
within this group of people. Issues of gender, glahnicity, and time of arrival in the
hostland arose during the course of the intervidvas. many women their frustration
with patriarchal practices of organizational paktiin the homeland and sometimes in
the hostland as well led to more feminist undeditegs of politics and activism.
Likewise, for many refugees who arrived later init3arland, long prison terms in
Turkey have affected their views towards othersthe refugee community and
organizational politics as well. Though many refegeshared experiences of
discrimination regardless of educational backgroundiversity-educated refugees
tended to be employed in more high-status, highagajpbs in contrast to many who
spent time in jail from a young age or were unableontinue their studies in Turkey or
Switzerland. Similarly, those with Swiss citizenslare allowed much more access to

the political system and the possibility to tralatk to Turkey.

Perhaps most starkly, very clear points of tensippeared between Turkish and
Kurdish refugees. Many Turkish refugees openly ediadisapproval of Kurdish
nationalism and still others stated in more cloatexchs their uneasiness with Kurdish
circles. The Kurds in this study represented a eamigviews on Kurdish nationalism,
with some voicing a stronger Kurdish ethnic idgnthian leftist one and others stating
the opposite. Even among those who professed etlatienalist views, most had grown
distant from organizational circles through timehiW& in many ways the Kurdish

transnational sphere in Europe is more dynamicdewtloped than the Turkish leftist
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one, both Turks and Kurds in this study share betlritical disposition towards

organizational and homeland politics and coredefieliefs.

These aforementioned findings indicate that leftisblogy and belief have contributed
to the construction of collective identity amonge tixiled community of Turks and
Kurds in Switzerland. This collective leftist idé@gtdoes not replace any form of ethnic,
gender, or class-based identity but instead integria with all its tensions. In addition,
this shared identity is arguably diasporic in natand differs from other migrant groups
from Turkey living in Switzerland. To take it a pteurther, many refugees in this study
may very well share aspects of their collectiventdg with other exiled political
activists from different national backgrounds. Rertresearch into the possible analytic
category of “diasporic leftist identity” could potigally qualify the findings of this

thesis.

In fact, limitations of time and research scope auidedly affected the research
undertaken in this thesis. It would be possible stoengthen this research by
implementing a number of qualifications or addisofirst, with more time it would be
possible to speak with a broader range of refugeegarticular, it would allow for an
equalization of the number of Turks and Kurds armhmen and men in addition to
speaking with more individuals. In so doing, thentcal research question could be
further qualified with sound empirical findings$apport it. This could be accomplished
by continuing the snowball sampling approach alyeathrted with this group of

refugees and extending further into the refugee/ort In fact, examining the network
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itself could also be illuminating in understandimgw issues such as gender, class and

ethnic background, and time of arrival in hostlafféct relations within the community.

Second, this research would also benefit from deetemographic study. Though | was
able to view many refugee workplaces, homes, amghaanity centers, only a cursory
view of those settings makes it difficult to dotjae to the role that such spaces play in
the everyday lives of the refugees. In terms oftigien practices, examining more
deeply the economic and familial lives of this coomity would help to better
understand how their political activism and beliafs integrated into and have shifted as
a result of the more day-to-day concerns with gegttby. Because this thesis is
concerned primarily with identity and ideology,stpossible to overstate the role such
issues play in the daily lives of these refugeatinégraphic study would therefore
enrich our understanding of how political beliefimsplemented in everyday life. In
addition, a more nuanced mapping of the organizatimany of these refugees were
originally involved in while politically active imurkey could also help to shed light on

the ideological changes that have occurred thramgh in both homeland and hostland.

Third, while 1 have argued throughout this thesiattcontention is part of any social
movement or diasporic group, such a finding necédgswarrants further research.

Though this group of refugees clearly shares aedallective experiences, perspectives,
and even transformations, it is possible to quatligse similarities with a deeper
investigation of the differences. In other wordg following question could be posed:

At what point do divergences in identity or ideglogroblematize concluding the
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existence of collective identity? Such an inquirguld benefit as well from a richer

ethnographic study of the dynamics of this communit

During the course of research, it became appahatttbhere were gaps in the literature
on topics related to the thesis. The process @areking demographic information for
this thesis revealed that data on the numbers Ildgfgab refugees from Turkey living in
European countries was difficult to obtain. Thisswargely due to the way in which
countries keep records of their refugee populatibns of course possible to make
estimates based on the number of registered asydaikers and numbers of residents
with refugee status, but they remain as estim&tgtsire researchers would benefit from
demographic studies looking at the numbers of igalitefugees from Turkey living in
Europe. Likewise, more in-depth research into tbmmosition of these refugees by
ethnic background, gender, age, and regions oinorig Turkey would also provide
invaluable information. Similar research could atsoconducted in Turkey in order to
ascertain the numbers of people who left certagiores; the effects this had on their
family, community, and movement; and the type dhatiens maintained from the

perspective of the homeland.

There are additional areas where research is scarcemparative study, for example,
on leftist activists who fled abroad and those wdmained in Turkey would be useful in
conceptualizing better the role political socidliaa in the hostland has played in
regards to changes in political belief and activid¢nkewise, looking at refugees who
did return to Turkey from countries like Switzertanmn comparison to those who

remained would also be helpful. A more ambitiou®jgut would be a broader
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comparative study of leftists who fled Turkey agrttists who fled repressive regimes in
Chile, Brazil, or Argentina. Such research wouldoalshed further light on the
possibility of a shared diasporic or exilic ideptibased on political ideology. One
definition of diaspora holds that the collectivews on homeland and hostland must
extend over more than one generation (Butler, 2@02). A study of refugee children
(and perhaps their children) could also examinetisdreor not activist disposition is
passed along to children or whether hostland smai&n plays a more important role.
Lastly, in this research all the Kurdish refugeespdke with were also Alevi. A deeper
study of the role of Alevi identity within both Tkish and Kurdish leftist circles both
within Turkey and Europe would certainly be enlghihg for those interested in

studying social movements and diaspora.

Regardless of future research directions, it iarcteat the political activists that fled to
various parts of Europe form a distinct community exiles. They share certain
characteristics and even similar sources of comtenhat | argue warrant their inclusion
into a type of sociological category of diasporatffias, 1998: 565) that can be studied
further. This group of individuals deserves furthesearch, not only for the theoretical
implications and potential contributions to schshap, but also because of the
importance of including previously marginalized e&s within the contemporary

discourse.
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APPENDIX A: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Introductory: (write assigned name, job, placerdio, age, educational background)

1. Why did you become politically active?
2. Which parties or political movements did you beldogn Turkey?
3. Under what circumstances and when did you arriv&witzerland?

4. How would you define your political beliefs?

Time in Switzerland

5. How did you find your first job/first house?

6. What do you do for a living in Switzerland? Doesaty greatly from your
profession in Turkey?

7. Have your political views changed since your tim& urkey until now? If so,
how? Why do you think they have changed?

8. Did you leave family behind in Turkey? Have you meepart of family

reunification?

Views on Turkey

9. What types of changes did you want to see whenmgre politically active in
Turkey?

10.How did you feel about leaving Turkey? Were yougg@nxious, sad, guilty,

etc.? Do you still feel that way?
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11.How much do you keep up with events in Turkey? Do sead newspapers,
magazines, and websites? Do you talk often witmfis or family there?

12.1s there a desire on your part to return semi-pagntdy or permanently?

13.Do you see Turkey differently now that you are h@ympared to when you were
living there?

14.1f you keep up with your former party/political mewent, how has it changed?

Ethnic Identity

15.Who is part of your social community here? Is iskerup different from whom
you socialized with in Turkey?

16.How much do you have in common, whether sociallgdaitically, with other
political refugees from Turkey (or other countriasjoss generations, ethnic
groups, political ideology, etc.?

17.Are there any communities/groups of people with mhmu feel

uncomfortable?

Legal Status

18.What is your legal status in Switzerland and Tufkey

19.Can you visit Turkey and if so, how often do yol?go

20.How many hours a week did/do you spend dealing isghes related to your
residency?

21.Did/do you have to take off time from work to death it?

22.What has your interaction with lawyers, social weygs immigration officers,

etc. in Switzerland been like?
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23.1f you have citizenship, do you feel Swiss? Is gajrcitizenship important for

you?

Political Activism

24. Are you politically active here? If so, how doesaty from your experience in
Turkey? If not, why not?

25.Do you follow Swiss politics?

26.Do you follow Turkish politics?

27.How has your level and type of participation inippcé (whether Swiss, Kurdish,

or Turkish) changed since you arrived?
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